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THE 

PREFACE. 


THE  repeated  deftrudtion  of  ancient  records 
and  papers,  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Bofton, 
firft  inclined  me  to  endeavour  the  prefer-* 
vation  of  fuch  materials  as  remained  proper  for  an 
hiftory  of  the  Maflachufets  colony.  Many  fuch 
came  to  me  from  my  anceftors,  who,  for  four  fuc- 
ceffive  generations,  had  been  principal  adtors  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs :  among  the  reft,  a  manufcript  hiftory  of 
Mr.  William  Hubbard,  which  is  carried  down  to 
the  year  1680,  but  after  1650  contains  but  few  fadts. 
The  former  part  of  it  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  me ; 
It  was  fo  to  Dr.  Mather  in  his  hiftory,  of  which 
Mr.  Neale’s  is  little  more  than  an  abridgement.  I 
made  what  colledion  I  could  of  the  private  papers 
of  others  of  our  firft  fettlers,  but  in  this  I  have  not 
had  the  fuccefs  I  defired.  The  defendants  of  fome 
of  them  are  poflefled  of  many  valuable  letters  and 
other  manufcripts,  but  have  not  leifure  or  inclina¬ 
tion  to  look  into  them  themfelves,  and  yet  will  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  others.  I  am  obliged  to  no 
perfon  more,  than  to  my  friend  and  brother  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Mather,  whofe  library  has  been 
open  to  me,  as  it  had  been  before  to  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Prince,  who  had  taken  from  thence  the  greateft 
and  moft  valuable  part  of  what  he  had  colledted. 

A  Several 
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n  lie  PREFACE. 

Several  gentlemen  have  given  us  encourage¬ 
ment  to  expedt  from  them  an  hiftory  of  the  co¬ 
lony.  Mr.  Prince  gave  us  the  chronology  of  two 
or  three  years,  and  there  left  it.  Mr.  Prat,  the 
late  chief  juftice  of  New  York,  has  often  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  his  intention  to  prepare  and  publifh 
fuch  an  hiftory.  Death  has  put  it  out  of  his  power. 
Another  gentleman,  of  the  firft  character  at  the 
bar,  whofe  talents  for  it  will  not  be  called  in  quef- 
tion,  has  propofed  the  fame  thing.  Want  of  lei- 
fure  for  it  has  probably  prevented. 

9 

I  am  fenfible  that  whoever  appears  in  print 
fhould  be  able  to  difpofe  his  matter  in  fuch  order, 
and  cloath  it  with  fuch  file  and  language,  as  (hall 
not  only  inform  but  delight  the  reader ;  therefore 
I  would  willingly  have  delivered  over  every  thing 
1  have  collected  to  a  perfon  of  genius  for  fuch  a 
work.  But  feeing  no  profpedt  of  its  being  done  by 
any  other,  I  engaged  in  it  myfelf;  being  very  loth, 
that  what  had  coft  me  fome  pains  to  bring  together, 
fhould  be  again  fcattered  and  utterly  loft. 

I  am  fenfible  of  many  defedls  in  this  per¬ 
formance,  and  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  all  the 
apologies  I  arn  capable  of  making  for  it.  It  can¬ 
not  be  expedted  that  the  affairs  of  a  colony  fhould 
afford  much  matter,  interefting  or  entertaining 
to  the  world  in  general.  I  write  for  the  fake 
of  my  own  countrymen,  and  even  to  many  of  them 
I  expedt  fome  fidts  will  be  thought  of  too  little 
'  importance  ;  and  yet  I  have  omitted  many  fuch  as 
have  been  judged  proper  for  the  prefs  by  former 

hiftorians. 
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The  PREFACE. 

Eiftorians. .  In  general,  we  are  fond  of  knowing 
the  minutiae  which  relate  to  our  own  anceflors’ 
There  are  otoei  faffs,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
them,  will  afford  but  a  dull  and  heavy  narration. 
My  chief  defign  is  to  fave  them  from  oblivion. 

All  hiftorians  profefs  a  facred  regard  to  truth. 
I  have  found  fonie  difficulty  in  guarding  a^ainff 
every  degree  of  prejudice,  in  writing  the  hiftory  of 
nay  own  country.  I  hope,  by  fhunning  one  extreme, 

'  I  have  not  run  upon  the  other. 

The  Maffachufets  colony  may  be  confidered  as 
the  parent  of  all  the  other  colonies  of  New-Eng- 
land.  There  was  no  importation  of  planters  from 
England  to  any  part  of  the  continent,  northward 
of  Maryland,  except  to  the  Maffachufets,  for  more 
than  fifty  years  after  the  colony  began.  In  the 
firft  ten  years,  about  twenty  thoufand  fouls  had  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Maffachufets.*  Since  then,  it  is  fup- 
poied  more  have  gone  from  hence  to  England  than 
have  come  from  thence  hither.  Mafiachufets- 
Bay,  New-Hampfhire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode- 
Iffand,  at  this  day,  probably  contain  five  hundred 
thouiand  fouls.  A  furprifing  increafe  of  fubjeCts 
of  the  Britifh  crown  ! 

Barbados  and  the  leeward  iflands  owed  very 
much  of  their  growth  to  the  fupplies  of  lumber, 
horfes  and  provisions,  with  which  they  were  fur- 
niflied,  at  the  beginning  of  their  fettlements,  from 
this  colony,  in  as  great  plenty  as  they  ddired. 

A  2  The 


\ 


iv  The  PREFACE. 

The  addition  of  wealth  and  power  to  Great 
Britain,  in  confequence  of  this  firft  emigration  of 
our  anceftors,  exceeds  all  expectation.  They  left 
their  native  country  with  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
that  they  and  their  pofterity  fhould  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  free  natural  born  Englifh  fubje&s.  May 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Britain  ftill  increafe,  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  her  colonies ;  may 
thole  privileges  never  be  abufed  ;  may  they  be 
preferved  inviolate  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 
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CHAP.  I. 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  Majfachufets- 
Bay>  from  the  firft  Settlement  until  the 
Year  1660. 


THE  difcovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  and  of 
the  northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  in  the  15th 
century,  arid  the  fevrral  voyages  of  Englifh  and 
French,  in  the  16th,  1  pafs  over,  and  begin  with  the 
voyage  made  by  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  an  Englifhman, 
in  the  year  1602,  to  that  part  of  North  America  fincecal-1^ 
led  New-England.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  European 
had  been  there  before.  Hackluit  mentions  the  landing  of 
fome  of  Sir  H,  Gilbert’s  men  upon  fome  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  *,  but,  it  is  probable,  that  was  farther  eaft ward,  upon 
what  is  now  called  Nova-Scoria.  Gofnold  landed  firft  on 
the  eaftern  coaft,  which  he  calls  Mavofhen*.  After  fome 
commerce  with  the  natives,  he  failed  fouthward,  and  land¬ 
ed  upon  one  of  the  iflands  called  Elizabeth  iflands"f .  He 
gave  them  that  name  in  honour  to  (^Elizabeth,  who  was 
living  when  he  left  England,  and  they  have  retained  in 
ever  (ince.  He  built  a  fort,  and  intended  a  fettlement 
upon  the  iiland,  or  the  continent  near  it ;  but  he  could 
not  perfuade  his  people  to  remain  there,  and  they  all  re¬ 
turned  to  England  before  winter 


*  About  43  degrees  North. 

f  A  litrle  Southward  of  Cape  Cod.  He  gave  the  name  alfo  to 
Martha’s  Vineyard. 

t  This  l  fuppofe  is  what  JofTelyn,  and  no  other  author,  calls  the 
firft  colony  of  New-Plimouth,  for  he  fays  it  was  begun  in  1602,  and 
near  Narraganfet  bay. 
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j  H  E  HISTORY  OF 

3  4th  of  France6  f^alT  ?btamed  a  PatentEom  Henry  the 
1604.16th  deoree  L  ?[  c™ntry,  from  the  40th  to  the 

i>  M  E?  ’  by  tbe  name  of  Cadie  or  Acadie.  In  1 604 

S’*  rS  ranf 3 1"? the  fea  COaft’  ffom  Sc.  Lawrence* 

beck  river  *  arA  w  ^e.fouth  ?f  He  wenc  upKene- 

1606  il  ,606  K-1  °TdlVerS°thLernVerS’baysandharboors§. 

tinent  f?o’  S  Jamei’  the  S^nted  all  the  con- 

'  rwni  '  C°  45  de§recs;  which  he  divided  into 

Jerch  0,tseH  r  Hthe  ST^n’  0r  Virgiilia’ 
lercna.its  of  London  ;  the  Northern,  or  Nevv-E.-Hand 

to  merchants  of  Plymouth.  0  ’ 

1 607  he.1  m1 6V ’  ,f°me  °f  the  Patentees  of  the  Northern  colony 

t'  Trl “  Sagl,td“c-  TT  laid  the  plan  of 
'  C  “ateli-  1  fle  prefident  died  the  firft  winter,  which 
was  extreme  cold.  Sir  John  Popham  his  brother,  the 

adm LPl’°rtCLr  °  rbf  and  Sir  John  Albert  the 

admiral  s  brother,  died  the  fame  year  in  Europe,  and  the 

|ooo  next  year,  1608,  the  whole  number  which  furvived  the 

winter  returned  to  England.  Their  defign  of  a  planta- 

t.on  was  at  an  end.  Both  Englifh  and  French  continued 

heir  voyages  to  the  coaft,  fome  for  filhing,  and  fome  for 

nude  with  the  natives  ;  and  fome  feeble  attempts  were 

made  by  the  F rench,  towards  plantations,  but  they  were 

l6l3  ™*<1  by  the  Englifh  in  1613.  There  was  no  fpiri/in  the 

peopie  of  either  nation  for  colonizing.  Favourable  ac- 

co tints  were  publifhed  of  the  continent,  by  Cant.  Smith 

ant  0Cllcrs>  hut  who  would  remove,  and  fettle  in  fo  re- 

mete  and  uncultivated  a  part  of  the  globe,  if  he  could  live 

tolerably  at  home*?  The  country  would  afford  no  im- 

fom™i?htSQr0^“cI'ufetsb^  fcllt  “  over  from 

?„£  gscss  aj:,Capc  A“'  -  «*•  - 

||  I  he  following  perfons  were  lent  over  to  begin  the  colony  Geonre 
Pepham  p..ehde„t;  Rawleigh  Gilbert,  admiral;  Edward  Half 

H  °fdn  tn%e  ’  Robert  Davies, ferjeant  major ;  Ellis  Bed,  mar’ 

Go  ’  „T~  faeranl  btcretajy  ;  James  Davies  commander  of  the  fort  : 

/  ^,e  Carew.fearcher;  and  about  one  hundred  commonalty. 

Africa^m  /r°r°’  <J!':'ft.er.Perico'Vm  horridi  &  ignoti -maris,  Afia  apt 
.  ,  rell<.ta,  Gennaoiam  peteret  informem  terris,  afperam 

‘  i  trUlC*  cu?tu  alpeflutj;  mli  fi  patria  fit.  Tac.  de  mor.  Germ. 

mediate 
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mediate  fubfiflance,  and  therefore  was  not  fit  for  indigent 
perfons.  Particular  perfons  or  companies  would  have 
been  difcouraged  from  fupporting  a  colony,  by  the  long 
continued  expence  and  putfet,  without  any  return f.  No 
encouragement  could  be  expefted  from  the  public.  The 
advantages  of  commerce  from  the  colonies  were  not  then 
forefeen,  but  have  been  fince  learned  by  experience.  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  its  infancy  was  ftruggling  for  life  *,  and  what  its 
fate  would  have  been,  if  the  fathers  of  it  in  England  had 
not  feen  the  rife  and  growth  of  other  colonies  near  it,  is 
uncertain  J.  God  in  his  providence  bringeth  good  out  of 
evil.  Bigotry  and  blind  zeal  prevailed,  among  chriftians 
of  every  fed:  or  profelfion.  Each  denied  to  the  other, 
what  all  had  a  right  to  enjoy,  liberty  of  confcience.  To 
this  we  mult  afcribe,  if  not  the  fettlement,  yet  at  leaft 
the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  North  America.  Perfecu- 
tion  drove  one  Mr.  Robinfon  and  his  church  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Holland,  about  the  year  1 608.  They  ftayed  about 
a  year  at  Amfterdam,  and  then  removed  to  Leyden.  In 
1 61 7  they  began  to  think  of  removing  to  America.  They  *6i  7 
laid  great  ftrefs  upon  their  peculiar  tenets,  but  this  did  not 
leffen  their  regard  to  morality.  The  manners  of  the 
Dutch  were  too  licentious  for  them.  1  heir  children 
left  them*,  fome  became  foldiers,  and  others failors,  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  In  a  few  years  their  pofterity  would  have 
been  Dutch,  and  their  church  extinft.  They  were  at  a 
lofs  whether  to  remove  to  Guiana*  or  to  Virginia,  but  the  * 
majority  were  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  Dutch  la¬ 
boured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  to  Hudfon’s  river  and 

f  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon  fpent  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  each,  in  attempts  for  fettlement,  and  each  of  them  thought  it 
advifeableto  give  over  their  defigns  and  fit  down  with  the  lofs. 

J  Whether  Britain  would  have  had  any  colonies  in  America  at  this 
day,  if  religion  had  not  been  the  grand  inducement,  is  doubtful. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  years  had.  palled,  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  without  any  fuccefsful  attempt. 

After  repeated  attempts  had  failed,  it  fcems  lefs  probable  that  any 
fhould  undertake  in  fuch  an  affair,  than  it  would  have  been  it  110  at-, 
tempt  had  been  m  :de, 

*  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh  had  raifed  the  fame  of  Guianaabout  thistime. 
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4  the  history  of 

K-iSgisp-tcte: 

Special  reafon  >'  gave  ?,monS  °'h"»  thefe 

delicate  Sof  thel  1  h  7  W'r'  We"  w?"'d  from  =',e 
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other  men^whom'rma]|hthiilr?S  Id'  !?h 
dirconteetaeaufe  to  win,  themfcfe  at  ho“e'Sn°” 

application”' and'/bme^of'th'e  cS  of  AeS Stefd  S° 

SSSSf2'  -dec  the 

°  ^1“ 

“  Tf  0f  l!ber£y  of  con Science.  They  hoped  tS 
runote  fituation  would  put  them  out  of  daLer  o>  the  cc 

defiafhcal  courts  The  affairs  of  the  Virofnia  wmpanv 

were  in  great  confufion,  and  it  was  the  latter  endThe 

vta,  befoie  the  patent  was  granted.  It  was  taken  out 

tUhe  SmdyTtheCo  ^\t0  Wincob-  He  lived  in 
widt  he  eft  rhtv110'6  f  L,nCoIn’  and  not  removing 
7,  en’  ,y  never  took  any  benefit  from  the  patent 

.feo;V  suh 

£hh'bh-!  t0  TUt  back’  and  to  Jeave  one  of  their 

' |S  beilindj  wun  Parc  of  their  company  at  Taft.  They  in¬ 
tended 
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tended  for  Hudfon’s  river  or  the  coad  near  to  it ;  but  the  1 620 
Dutch  had  bribed  their  pilot,  and  he  carried  them  farther 
northward,  fo  that  they  fell  in  about  Cape  Cud,  and  arri¬ 
ved  in  that  harbour  the  nth  of  November.  The  har¬ 
bour  is  good,  but  the  country  is  fandy  and  barren.  This 
was  difcouraging,  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  year  to  put  to 
fea  again.  -  They  coaded  about,  in  their  boat,  until  they 
found  a  place  more  agreeable  to  them  for  a  plantation, 
though  not  fo  good  a  harbour.  Here  they  brought  their 
fhip,  and  determined  to  take  up  their  abode.  They  gave 
it  the  name  of  New-Plimouth.  Capt.  Smith  happened 
to  give  the  name  ofPlimouth  to  the  fame  place,  in  1614. 

A  very  circumftantial  account  of  the  beginning  and  pro- 
grefs  of  this  colony,  wrote  by  Mr.  Edward  Window,  one 
of  the  principal  undertakers,  is  to  be  found  among 
Purchafe’s  collections  *.  *  ' 

The  projeft,  of  feeding  America,  revived  again,  and  a 
new  patent  was  granted,  bearing  date  Nov.  3d,  1620;  in¬ 
corporating  the  adventurers  to  the  northern  colony,  by  the 
name  of  the  Council  for  the  affairs  of  New-England;  the 
bounds  of  the  country  were  exprefied,  between  40  and 
48  deg.  N.  ;  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon  were  two  of  the  mod  aflive  members  of  this 
council.  All  the  fea  coad,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  been 
granted  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  this  council,  and 
fome  parts  ieveral  times  over,  partly  from  defeats  in  form 
in  preceding  grants,  and  partly  from  unacquaintednefs 
with  the  geography  of  the  country.  The  fir  ft  grant, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets,  was  obtained  by 
Mr.  Wedon*  who  in  the  fummerof  1622,  fent  over  two  1622 
fhips  with  50  or  60  men,  to  begin  a  plantation  at  Wefla- 
guflet,  fince  called  Weymouth.  They  were  fickly  when 
they  arrived,  and  received  neceffaries  and  refrefhmentfrom 
their  neighbours  at  New-Plimouth.  They  were  a  diffo- 
lute  crew,  foon  brought  therrdelves  to  poverty,  then  rob¬ 
bed  the  Indians  and  offered  other  abufes  to  them.  The 
Indians  made  their  complaints  to  the  colony  of  New-Pli- 
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*  1629  they  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Council  of  Plimouth. 
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mouth  ;  but  the  abufes  continuing,  the  next  year  they 
a  Plot  ror  the  deftru&ion  of  all  Wefton’s  company  t. 
I  he  plot  was  difcovered  to  the  New-Plimouth  people, 
who  lent  fome  of  their  men  and  prevented  the  execution 
0‘_  it,  by  the  furprizal  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  the 
pnncipal  aftors.  Mr.  Wefton  coming  over  to  vifit  his 
plantation,  was  caft  away  in  Ipfwich  bay,  and  flripped  by 
the  Indians  of  every  thing  but  his  fhirr.  Beins  thus 
rendered  incapable  of  affording  any  relief  to  his  colony, 
^me  to  an  end,  after  one  year’s  continuance. 
Captain  Robert  Gorges  obtained  a  patent  from  the 
council  of  Plimouth  dated  Dec.  ,3,  r^e,  JO  miles  in 

and  3°  miles  into  the  land,  on  the  northeaft  fide 
ox  Manachufets  bay.  This  was  loofe  and  uncertain,  and 
no  ule  ever  made  of  it  f.  He  was  fon  to  Sir  Ferdinand©, 
and  employed  by  thecouncil,in  i623,aslieutenant-general, 
to  reftrain  interlopers  and  regulate  all  affairs.  He  made 
fome  attempts  to  revive  Wefton’s  plantation,  but  returned 
home,  the  fame  year,  without  fuccefs.  Francis  Weft  came 
tne  fame  year,  as  Vice-Admiral,  but  made  no  ftay.  The 

.  t  ^  was  tli is  plantation,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  author  of  Hu- 
dibras  to  make  merry  with  Nevv-England  in  general,  for  hanging  a 
bed- rid  weaver,  inflead  of  a  ufeful  cobler.  The  Plimouth  people, 
tneir  neighbours,  allowed  that  there  was  fome  foundation  for  the 
ffoiy.  Several  had  been  concerned  in  a  theft.  The  Indians  infilled 
that  the  ringleader  fhould  be  put  to  death.  They  hanged  one,  who 
was  lefs  culpable  and  not  like  to  live,  in  his  Head.  Others  fay  they 
deceived  the  Indians,  and  hanged  up  one  who  died,  of  ficknefs  or 
famine,  a  little  while  before.  Hubbard. 

*f~  vobei  t  Gor^e  s  conveyed  his  title  to  Sir  William  Brierton,  who 
afterwards  became  an  adventurer  in  the  Maffachufets  corporation.  Pie 
acquainted  the  company,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  conteil  with  them, 
but  defied  a  proportionable  quantity  of  land  might  be  aligned,  for 
the  accommodation  of  nis  people  and  fervants.  They  gave  him  a 
very  refpediful  anfwer,  but  declined  acknowledging  his  title  by  any 
capitulation.  They  proinifed  him  land  fufficient  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  his  defign,  but  he  mull  take  it  as  one  of  the  company,  & c. 
MaJJ.  Records,  Feb.  j o,  1629.  When  the  new  charter  in  1691  was 
preparing,  one  Mr.  Levet,  as  heir  at  law  to  Sir  William,  laid  in  a 
claim  to  the  lands  contained  m  this  grant,  but  it  met  with  no  counter 
nance  from  the  committee  of  Council.  M*  S, 
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^arl  of  Warwick  had  a  patent  for  Mafiuchufets.bay  abou£ 
lie  fame  time,  but  the  bounds  are  not  known. 

In  1624,  Lyford,  the  minifter  of  New-Piimouth,  and  1624. 
ne  John  Oldham,  ftirred  up  a  fadtion  there,  and  were 
anifhed  that  colony.  They  began  a  fettlement  at  Nan- 
ifket.  The  fame  year,  fome  perfons,  belonging  to  Dor- 
hefter  in  England,  fent  over  fifhermen  and  made  necef- 
iry  provifion  for  a  fifhery  at  Cape-Ann,  and  Roger 
mnant  §,  who,  with  John  Oldham,  had  left  Plimouth, 
nd  removed  with  the  reft  to  Nantafket,  was  appointed  < 
heir  overfeer.  A  grant  was  made  by  one  of  the  Gorges, 

:  is  not  faid  which,  to  Oldham  and  others,  of  part  of 
daflachufets  bay,  which  occafioned  feme  difpute  between 
hem  an.d  the  Maffachufets  grantees  *. 

In  1625,  one  Capt.  Wollafton,  with  about  30  perfons  1625 
iegan  a  plantation  near  Wefton’s.  They  gave  it  the  name 
f  Mount  Wollafton.  It  was  known  by  that  name  fome 

§  He  lived  until  about  1680,  and  died  at  Beverly  in  the  county  of 
.flex.  He  is  always  fpoken  of,  as  a  perfon  of  worth.  The  fuperior 
ondition  of  the  perfons  who  came  over  with  the  charter,  call:  a  fhade 
pon  him,  and  he  lived  in  oblcurity.  There  are  feveral  of  his  de~ 
:endants  remaining.  Some  of  diftinflion,  in  the  colony  of  Conne&i- 
Ut.  Governor’s  ifland  in  Bofton  harbour,  was  called  Conant’s  ifland.. 

*  At  the  end  of  the  fir  ft  book  of  records  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
uffolk,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  company  in  England  to  Capt. 
ohn  Endicott,  dated  Gravefend,  27th  April,  1629,  in  the  c!ofe  of 
/hich  is  thus  written. 

I  finde  Mr.  Oldham’s  graunt  from  Mr.  Gorge,  is  to  him  and 
ohn  Dorrell,  for  all  the  lands  within  Mattachulett  bay,  betwenc 
Tiarls  river  and  Aboufett  river,  containing  in  length,  by  a  ftraight  line, 
miles  up  the  faid  Charls  river  into  the  maine  land,  north  weft  from 
he  border  of  the  faid  bay,  including  all  creeks  and  poynts  by  the 
/ay  ;  and  3  miles  in  length,  from  the  mouth  of  the  aforefaid  river  of 
Aboufett,  up  into  the  maine  land,  upon  a  ftraight  line  fouth  weft,  in- 
luding  all  creeks  and  ponds  ;  and  all  the  land,  in  breadth  and  length, 
tetwene  the  forefaid  rivers,  with  all  prerogatives,  royal  mines  ex- 
epted.  The  rent  referved,  is  12//.  on  every  ioo  acres  of  land  that 
hall  be  ufed.  William  Biackilon,  c]erk,  and  William  JefFrys,  gent, 
uthorifed  to  put  John  Oldham  in  pofteffion.  Having  a  fight  of  their 
;raunt,  this  I  found,  tho’  I  hold  it  voydein  law,  yet  his  claime  being 
o  this,  you  may,  in  ycur  diferefion,  prevent  him,  by  caufing  fome 
0  take  poiTeftion  of  the  chief  part  thereof,’5 
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5  Braintree, "’of  which  tow^it  ka  pan  '*n  thaC  °f 

h  ’  •  !  company.  He  was  not  left  in  command 

tnar?ed  Wlth,  furnilhmg  the  Indians  with  guns  and 
lTTTn’  3nd  teaching  them  the  ufc  of  than.  At 

all  parts  thaler  f°  obnoxious  t0  c|ie  planters  in 

'  not'd  the^  h'd^  confined^mj 

i6z6]0nf  ^  ^  °f  ffSt 

removed  rJ,Wlffimetrab0Ut  the  fame  time>  who  Probably 
removed  there  from  fome  of  the  other  plantations  This 

fjllf  accoun.c  wf  have  of  anr  Settlements,  or  attempts 

?62?  M  "w!0  Che  uMaffachufets  bay,  until  the  year 

2/‘  Mr.  White,  the  mimfter  of  Dorchefter  had  en- 

EnalS  ?5a0t  anCf  bis,comPany  to  remain  in  New- 
n  land,  and  promifed  them  men,  provifions,  &c 

27S.  Hen  v7^3rnh  ^/he  Council  of  Phmou’th  foid  to 
Toh;le/  ry  R°fweI1i  S'r  J«hn  Young,  Thomas  Southcoat, 

1 ,  n  Humphry,  John  Endicot,  and  Simon  Whetcomb 

Soa  'u?  an°rT  E"g'-d,  their  heirs  Tnd 

S  ’  j!  ha  Parc  °f  New- England,  three  miles  to 
tne  South  of  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merri- 

fi  iC/rVer’  fr°m  the  At|antickto  the  South  Sea.  All 
te  ld.er  grants  which  have  been  mentioned  within  thofe 
hmns  (the  Settlement  of  the  country  being  entirely  ne- 
8  e£ied  by  the  grantees)  were,  without  doubt,  looked 
opon  to  be  forfeited  or  void.  The  conditions  or  tenor 
ot  “0ne  of  them  aPPear  at  this  day. .  It  is  very  likely 


f  Th 
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e  pi-ticuSar  hi.’I  which  caufed  the  name  of  Mount,  is  in  tl 
Quincy,  Lfq;  late  one  of  the  council  for  die  provinc 
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the  three  perfons,  firft  named  in  this  grant,  had  nothing  162  7 
more  in  view  by  the  purchafe,  than  a  fettlement  for  trade 
with  the  natives,  or  for  fiffiery,  or  other  advantageous 
Durpofes.  As  loon  as  a  colony  for  religion  was  pro- 
jeded,  we  hear  no  more  of  them  *.  The  other  three 
remained.  Mr.  White  managed  a  treaty,  between  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Matthew  Cradock  and  John  Venn, 
Efquires,  and  divers  others  in  and  about  London,  and 
the  original  patentees.  A  purchafe  was  made,  and  the 
fame  fummer  Mr.  Endicoff,  one  of  the  original  paten¬ 
tees,  was  fent  over  to  Naumkeak  with  planters  and  fer- 
vants,  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  colony  committed  to  his 
care.  The  patent,  from  the  council  of  Plimouth,  gave 
a  good  right  to  the  foil,  but  no  powers  of  government. 

A  royal  charter  was  neceffary.  This  palled  the  feals, 
March  4,  1628.  Matthew  Cradock  was  appointed  the  1628 
firft  governor,  and  Thomas  Goffe,  deputy  governor. 

Two  days  before,  March  2d,  fome  affairs  of  the  colony 
requiring  it,  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  company, 
at  which  both  governor  and  deputy  are  named  as  fuch. 

The  day,  for  the  annual  election  of  officers  by  charter. 


*  Some  of  the  principal  of  the  liberal  fpeakers  in  parliament,  be¬ 
ing  committed  to  the  tower,  others  to  other  prifons,  this  took  away 
all  hope  of  reformation  of  church  government  from  many  not  affect¬ 
ing  epifcopal  jurifdiftion,  nor  the  ufua!  practice  of  the  common  prayers 
of  the  church  ;  thereof  there  were  feveral  forts,  though  not  agreeing 
among  themfelves,  yet  all  of  like  diflike  of  thofe  particulars.  Some 
of  the  difereeter  fort,  to  avoid  what  they  found  themfelves  fubjeCt  to, 
made  ufe  of  their  friends  to  procure,  from  the  council  for  the  affairs 
of  New  England,  to  fettle  a  colony  within  their  limits.— In  a  very 
fhort  time,  numbers  of  people,  of  all  forts,  flocked  thither  in  heaps ; 
that,  at  laft,  it  was  especially  ordered  by  the  King’s  command,  that 
none  fhould  be  fuffered  to  go  without  licence;  fo  that,  what  I  long 
before  prophefied,  when  I  could  hardly  get  any  for  money  to  refide 
there,  was  now  brought  to  pdfs.  Ferd.  Gorges  Hi  ft,  of  New- England* 
f  His  inifruClion3  were  dated  London,  Miy  30,  1628,  and  figned 
by  John  Venn,  Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  John  Humphry, 
Richard  Perry,  George  Hewfon,  Samuel  Alderfley,  Thomas  Stevens, 
Jofeph  Caxon,  Thomas  Webb,  Increafe  Nowell,  Hugh  Peters,  John 
White,  and  Abraham  Palmer,  His  firft  letters  from  Naumkeak  were 
dated  Sept.  13,  i6?'8. 
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being  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  term,  on  the  13th  of 
1028  May  1628,  Mr.  Cradock  was  choien  governor  by  the 
company,  and  Mr.  Gone  deputy  governor,  and  Sir 
Richard  Salconftali,  Iiaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey, 
John  Venn,  John  Humfrey,  Simon  Whetcomb,  In- 
crcafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Nathanael  Wright,  Sa¬ 
muel  Vaffall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams*  Tho¬ 
mas  Hutchins,  George  Foxcroft,  William  Vaffall,  Wil¬ 
liam  Pincheon,  John  Pocock,  and  Chriftopher  Coulfon, 
affiftants.  William  Burgis  was  chofen  fecretary,  in  the 
room  of  John  Wafhburne.  At  this  court  it  was  deter¬ 
mined,  that  every  one  of  the  company,  who  had  fub- 
fcribed  fifty  pounds,  fhould  have  200  acres  of  land  af- 
figned,  and  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  leflfer  fum  as 
the  firft  dividend.  The  names  of  all  the  adventurers, 
and  the  fums  fubferibed,  were  fent  over  to  Mr.  Endi- 
cot,  who  was  appointed  their  governor  in  the  plantation. 
A  fecond  embarkation,  cf  planters  and  fervancs,  had 
been  determined  at  a  meeting  April  30,  to  be  made  with 
all  ipeed  *.  Four  minifters  were  provided.  Three  of 
them,  Francis  Higginfon,  Samuel  Skelton,  and  Francis 
Bright,  were  readily  accepted  by  the  company,  and  had 
all  due  encouragement  promifed  them;  the  fourth,  Ralph 
Smith,  was  required  to  give  under  his  hand,  that  he  would 
not  exercife  his  miniftry  within  the  limits  of  the  patent 
without  the  exprefs  leave  of  the  governor  upon  the  fpot  f. 

*  Mr.  Endicot  fent  three  brethren,  Ralph,  Richard  and  William 
Sprague,  to  explore  the  country  weft  ward.  Between  Miftick  and 
Charles  rivers  they  find  a  body  of  Indians  fettled,  called  Aberginians, 
and  one  Englilh  houle,  thatched  and  pof'e/Ted  by  Thomas  Walford,  a 
fmith.  The  Indian  name  of  the  neck  \va*  Miihawun,  now  Charltf- 
tovvn.  The  frit  travellers,  with  the  con  fent  of  the  Indians,  took  up 
their  abode  there.  Some  of  their  pofterity  remain  there,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  to  this  day. 

f  Mr,  Bright,  one  of  theie  minifters,  is  faid,  by  Hubbard,  to  have 
been  a  conform^.  He  went,  foon  after  his  arrival,  to  Charleftown, 
and  tarried  about  a  year  in  the  country.  Mr.  Smith  feems  to  have 
been  of  the  reparation  in  England,  which  occafioned  the  caution  ufed 
with  him.  He  was  a  litde  while  at  Nantalket,  and  went  from  thence 
to  Plimouth,  where  he  was  their  miniiter  feveral  yean. 

Five 
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Five  fhips  were  provided  for  this  embarkation.  Mr.  i6z8 
Higginfon  fays  in  his  journal,  that  he  failed  from  the 
Me  of  Wight  the  nth  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Cape- 
Ann  the  27th  of  June,  and  at  Naumkeag  the  29th. 

They  found  at  Naumkeag  about  100  planters,  8  houfes, 
befides  a  fair  houfe  built  for  Mr.  Endicot.  The  old 
and  new  planters  together  were  about  300,  of  which, 

100  removed  to  Charleftown,  where  there  was  a  houfe 
built;  the  reft  remained  at  Salem.  Mr.  Endicot  had 
correfponded  with  the  fettlers  at  Plimouth,  who  fatis- 
fied  him,  that  they  were  right  in  their  judgments  of  the 
outward  form  of  worfliip,  being  much  like  to  that  of 
the  reformed  churches  in  France,  &c  t.  On  the  20th 
of  July,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Skelton,  after  fading 
and  prayer,  were  firft  eledted  by  the  company  for  their 
minifters,  the  firft,  teacher,  the  other,  paftor ;  each  of 
them,  together  with  three  or  four  grave  members,  lay¬ 
ing  their  hands  on  the  other,  with  folemn  prayer.  No¬ 
thing  is  faid  of  any  church  being  then  formed  ;  but  on 
the  6th  of  Auguft,  the  day  appointed  for  the  choice  and 
ordination  of  elders  and  deacons,  thirty  perfons  entered 
into  a  covenant  in  writing,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  church,  and  that  the  minifters  were  or¬ 
dained  or  inftiCuted  anew.  The  repetition  of  this  form 
they  probably  thought  neceffary,  becaufe  the  people  were 

%  Mr.  Kubbard,  in  bis  M.  S.  hiftory,  remarks  upon  this  occafton  ; 

“  It  is  certainly  known,  that  the  old  non-conformifts  and  good  old 
puritans,  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  and  King  James's  time,  did  in  many 
things  not  fymbolize  with  the  fcparatifts ;  the  one  endeavouring  only 
a  reformation  of  fomc  corruptions  retained  or  crept  into  the  church 
(as  they  thought)  either  before  or  after  its  reformed  ftate  ;  the  other, 
not  consented  therewith,  hood,  as  ftiffly,  to  maintain  a  neceflity  of 
difannulling  their  former  church  Hate,  as  that  like  a  veffel,  once  in¬ 
fected  with  leprofy,  it  mull  be  broken  in  pieces  to  be  new  cad. — —It 
is  affirmed,  that  Mr.  Hilderfham  advifed  Mr.  Higginfon  and  other  mi¬ 
nifters,  looking  this  way,  to  agree  upon  their  form  of  church  govern¬ 
ment  before  they  came  away  from  England  ;  which  counfel,  if  it  had 
been  attended,  might  have  prevented  tome  inconvenience  that  hath 
fince  fallen  out,  or,  at  leaft,  have  faved  fome  of  the  fucceeding  mi¬ 
nifters  from  the  imputation  of  departing  from  their  firft:  principles, 
becaufe  they  were  not  publickly  declared  m  the  beginning  of  chi  ngs.” 

Mu  8.  Hifiory . 
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1 62 8  not  in  a  church  (late  before.  It  is  difficult  to  affign  any 
other  realon.  Meffengers  or  delegates,  from  the  church 
or  rlimoutfi,  were  expedted  to  join  with  them,  but  con¬ 
trary  winds  hindered  them  in  their  paffage,  fo  that  they 
.d  noc  arrive  until  the  afternoon,  but  time  enough  to 
giv  e  the  right  hand  of  feliowffiip.  Two  of  the  company, 
Jo  n  Brown,  and  Samuel  Brown,  one  a  lawyer,  the 
other  a  merchant,  both  men  of  good  eftates,  and  of  the 
nrlt  patentees  and  of  the  council,  were  diffatisfied.  They 
did  not  like,  that  the  common  prayer  and  fervice  of  the 
church  of  England  fhould  be  wholly  laid  afide,  and  there- 
foie  diew  off,  with  as  many  as  were  of  their  fentiments, 
*rom  the  reft,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  fociety.  This  of¬ 
fended  the  governor,  who  caufed  the  twro  members  of  his 
council  to  be  brought  before  him  *  and  judging,  that  this 
pra&ice,  together  with  fome  fpeeches  they  had  uttered, 
tended  to  fedition,  he  fenc  them  backgto  England.  The 
heads  of  the  party  being  removed,  the  oppofition  ceafed  f . 

Whilst  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  colony,  the 
company  in  England  were  projecting  a  much  larger  em¬ 
barkation,  and  the  transfer  of  the  corporation  itfelf,  from 
Old  England  to  New.  Several  gentlemen  of  figure  and 
eftate,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Dudley, 
and  divers  others,  who  w'ere  diffatisfied  with  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  both  in  church  and  ftate,  pleafed  themfelves 
with  the  profpedt  of  liberty  in  both,  to  be  enjoyed  in 
America,  and  propofed  to  the  company  at  London  to  re¬ 
move  with  their  ramifies ;  but  upon  this  condition  only, 

f  They  applied  to  the  company,  upon  their  arrival  in  England,  for 
recompence  for  the  damages  they  had  fuflained,  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  Samuel  V  afiall,  William  VafTall,  Simon  Whetcomb  and 
William  Pynchon,  chofen  by  the  complainants  and  John  White, 
John  Davenport,  Ease  Johnlon,  and  John  Winthrop,  chofen  by  the 
company.  The  letters  which  the  Browns  had  fent  over  to  their  pri- 
vate  friends,  were  flopped  by  the  company  in  England,  and  opened 
and  publickly  read,  to  prevent  any  prejudice  to  the  plantation.  Ma/Jl 
Rec.  It  does  not  appear,  by  the  records,  how  the  difpute  was  finally  ifTued. 

It  is  a  principle,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted,  becomes 
itfelf  perfecting  ;  for  affoon  as,  by  fome  accidental. turn,  it  arifes  from 
perfection,  it  attacks  the  religion  which  perfecuted  it,”  &c. 

Spirit  of  Laws. 
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that  the  patent  and  charter  fhould  remove  with  them. 
This  propofal  was  firft  communicated  July  the  28th,  1629, 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  ad  vile 
with  counfel  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  make  report. 
The  adventurers  had  been  at  great  expence,  without  an y 
returns  made  to  them,  and  hai  no  rational  profpedt  of 
any  profit  from  the  plantation  in  the  way  they  were  in. 
The  principal  objection  feems  to  have  arofe,  from  a  doubt 
whether  fuch  a  transfer  was  legal.  The  report  of  the 
committee  is  not  recorded.  Mr.  White,  a  counsellor  at 
law,  was  one  of  the  company,  and  great  ftrefs  was  laid 
upon  his  opinion;  and,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  it  was 
determined,  by  the  general  confent  of  the  company* 
that  the  government  and  patent  fhould  be  fettled  in  New- 
EnglandT  It  is  evident  from  the  charter,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  defign  ot  it  was  to  conftieute  a  corporation  in  Eng¬ 
land,  like  to  that  of  the  Eaft-India  and  other  great  com¬ 
panies,  with  powers  to  fettle  plantations  within  the  limits 
of  the  territory,  under  fuch  forms  of  government  and 
magiftracy  as  fhould  be  fit  and  neceflary.  The  firft  ftep, 
in  fending  out  Mr.  Endicot,  appointing  him  a  council, 
giving  him  commifiion,  inftrudions,  &c.  was  agreeable 
to  this  conftrudlion  of  the  charter. 

In  confequence  of  this  new  refolution,  the  members  of 
the  corporation,  which  remained  in  England,  were  to  re¬ 
tain  a  (hare,  in  the  trading  flock  and  the  profits  of  it,  for 
the  term  of  feven  years.  The  management  of  it  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  five  perfons,  who  were  going  over,  viz.  J. 
Winthrop,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  I.  Johnfon,  T.  Dud¬ 
ley,  and  J*  Revel,  and  to  five  who  were  to  remain,  M. 
Cradock,  N.  Wright,  T.  Eaton,  T.  Goffe,and  J.  Young, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  flock,  with  the 
profits,  was  to  be  divided  to  each  man,  in  proportion  to 
his  adventure.  All  other  powers  and  privileges  were  to 
remain  with  the  planters  upon  the  fpot.  We  have  no 
account  of  any  dividend  ever  made,  nor  indeed  of  any 
trade  ever  carried  on  for  the  company.  There  w*s  an¬ 
other  article  ;  that  one  half  the  charge  of  fortifications  and 
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>S-2Q  fupport  of  the  minifters  Ihould  be  paid  out  of  the  joint 
flock,  but  no  notice  was  taken  or  it  in  the  colony. 

The  20th  of  October,  at  a  general  court  of  governor, 
deputy  and  afiiftants,  and  the  generality,  a  new  choice  was 
made  of  governor,  &c.  confiding  of  i'uch  perfons  as  had 
determined  to  go  over  with  the  patent.  John  Winthrop 
was  eleded' governor,  John  Humfrey  deputy  governor. 
Sir  Richard  Sakonftall,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Thomas  Dudley, 
John  Endicot,  Increafe  Nowell,  William  Yaffall,  William 
Pynchon,  Samuel  Sharp,  Edward  Rofiiter,  Thomas  Sharp, 
John  Revel!,  Mathew  Cradock,  Thomas  Goffe,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Venn,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  and  Thomas  Adams,  afiiftants +.  They  did  not 
all  go  over.  From  time  to  time  until  the  general  em¬ 
barkation, 

■f  1  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  as  particular  account,  as  can  be  now 
had,  of  the  character  and  circumflances  of  the  principal  undertakers. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  was  of  Groton  in  Suffolk,  defcended 
from  reputable  anceifors.  One  of  them,  Adam  Winthrop,  is  faid  to 
have  been  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  alio  a  great  favourer  of  the  gofpel 
an  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  a  jaftice  of 
peace  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  very  early  in  life  was  exemplary  for 
his  polite  as  well  as  grave  and  chriftian  deportment.  He  had  an  eftate 
of  fix  or  (even  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  he  turned  into  money, 
and  embarked  his  all  to  promote  the  fettlement  of  New-England.  It 
is  a  very  full  evidence  of  the  efteem  he  was  in,  that  when  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  obarafler,  fome  of  them  of  noble  alliance,  were  concerned 
in  the  fame  undertaking  with  him,  he,  by  a  general  voice,  was  placed 
at  their  head.  He  was  eleven  times  chofen  governor,  and  fpent  hij 
whole  eftate  in  the  public  fervice,  the  ftipend  being  fmall,  and  his 
hofpitality  great,  and  his  bayliff  unfaithful.  His  fen  and  grandfon 
were  fucceffively  governors  of  Connecticut  colony.  His  great  grand¬ 
fon,  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  died  in  London  about  i  2  or  14  years  ago. 
Me  was  known  there  by  the  name  of  Governor  Y/inthrop,  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society,  and  one  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions  is  dedicated  to  him.  And  his  pofterity  have  been  ever  fince  re- 
fpedled  and  honoured,  both  in  Connecticut  and  in  the  Maifachufets, 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  about  forty-three  years  of  age  when  he  removed. 

Mr.  Dudley’s  father,  Capr.  Roger  Dudley,  loft  his  life  in  the  fer« 
vice  of  his  country,  leaving  no  other  fon.  Mr.  Dudley,  early  in  life, 
engaged  in  the  fame  fervice.  In  1597,  he  raifed  a  company  of  vo¬ 
lunteers*  received  a  captaincy  from  Queen  Elisabeth,  went  over  to 
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barkation,  as  any  one  declined,  fome  other  perfon  1620 
was  chofen  in  his  Head.  Firfl;  Roger  Ludlow  was  * 
chofen,  inltead  of  Samuel  Sharp*.  VVhilft  they  were 

'  at 
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France,  and  was  at  the  fiege  of  Amiens  under  Henry  the  fourth. 

Alter  his  return  to  England,  he  married  a  gentlewoman  of  good  fa¬ 
mily  and  ellate,  and  fettled  near  Northampton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mr.  Dod,  Hilderfham,  and  other  celebrated  puritan  minifiers,  was 
a  devout  attendant  upon  their  miniftry,  and  (although  he  had  been 
an  officer)  became  a  fober  non-conformift.  Lord  Say  and  Seal  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton.  The  Earl  when  he 
came  to  his  eftate,  found  it  encumbered  and  entangled  ;  but  putting 
his  affairs  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Dudley,  he,  by  his.  prudent  manage¬ 
ment,  very  happily  extricated  them.  After  which,  leaving  the  fer- 
•  vice  of  the  Earl,  he  removed  to  Bolton,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Cotton.  He  was  foon  defired  to  return  to  the  Earl’s  family, 
where  he  continued  until  he  came  to  New-England.  He  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life  for  fueh  an  undertaking,  being  fifty-four  years  of  a^e0 
He  was  chofen  into  the  magiltracy  every  year  of  his  life  afterwards, 
four  years  governor,  and  often  deputy  governor.  He  married  a  fe- 
cond  time  in  his  old  age,  and  had  a  new  fet  of  children ;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  he  uasacaptain  in  1597,  and  in  1764  two  of 
his  grand  children  are  living,  viz.  one  elderly  lady  at  New-London, 
in  Connecticut  colony,  the  widow  of  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  great 
grandlon  of  the  firft  governor,  and  another  at  Newbury  in  the  MafTa- 
chufets,  Mrs.  Atkins. 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  early  engaged.  He  was  one  of  the  fix  ori¬ 
ginal  patentees  from  the  council  of  Plimouth.  He  was  prevented 
from  coming  over  with  the  charter.  He  married  the  Lady  Sufan, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  brought  her,  with  their  children, 
to  New-England  in  1632,  and  was  immediately  chofen  an  affillant. 

He  fettled  at  Saugus,  now  Lynn,  about  12  miles  from  Boflon.  Ebe- 
nezer  Burril,  Efq;  late  of  the  council,  lived  on  part  of  his  farm. 

Upon  an  invitation  from  Lord  Say  he  intended,  in  the  year  1640,  to 
have  removed  to  the  Bahama  Hands ;  but  the  ifland  of  Providence 
being  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  he  gave  over  that  defign.  Soon  after, 
having  met  with  great  Ioffes  by  fire,  and  his  eftate  being  much  im¬ 
paired,  he  fold  his  plantation  at  Saugus  to  Lady  Moody  and  returned 
to  England. 

Sir  Richard  Saltonflall  was  the  firft  named  affociate  to  the  ii x:  ori- 
nal  patentees.  Although  he  remained  but  a  ftiort  time  in  New- 
England,  yet  his  heart  was  fet  upon  promoting  the  colony.  He 
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Samuel  Sharp  came  over  afterwards,  and  lived  at  Salem,  .but  was 
reilored  to  the  magiftracy.  Maff,  Rec. 
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163*0 st  Southampton,  (March  18)  Sir  Bryan  Janfen,  Wil¬ 
liam  Coddington  and  Simon  Bradftrect,  were  chofen  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wright,  Eaton  and  Goffe,  and  vet 
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font  over  two  of  his  Tons,  one  of  which  was  chofen  into  the  magi¬ 
stracy  and  continued  in  it,  except  while  he  was  abfent  in  England, 
until  after  the  year  1680.  Sir  Richard  was  fon  or  grandfon  of  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1597.  Ke  lived  many 
years  after  his  return  to  England.  I  have  feen  his  name  amono-  the- 
commiffioners  for  the  trial  of  Lilburn,  or  fome  other  offender  againft 
the  Hate.  By  a  will  made  in  58,  he  gave  a  legacy  to  the  college 
m  New-England.  His  great  grandfon,  Gurdon  Saltonftall,  was 
many  years  governor  of  Conne&icut,  and  fome  of  his  pofterity,  in 
that  colony  and  the  Maftachufets*  are  in  efteeim  and  honour  to*  this 
day.  Sir  John  Foche,  a  city  knight  in  King  William’s  reign,  mar¬ 
ried  his  great  grand  daughter. 

Mr.  John  fon,  in  a  will  uncancelled,  and  which  remains  on  the 
Maflachufets  hies,  executed  April  28,  in  the  5th  of  King  Charles  the 
firft,  calls  himfelf  of  Clipftiain  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  fon  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Johnfon,  Efq;  and  grandfon  of  Robert  Johnfon.  Dodor  Cha- 
derton  was  his  mother’s  father.  He  had  much  the  largeft  eftate  of 
any  of  the  undertakers.  It  lay  in  Rutland,  Northamplonfhire  and 
Lincolnshire.  He  values  his  intereft,  at  that  time,  in  the  New-Eng- 
land  adventure,  at  fix  hundred  pounds.  He  had  no  children.  After 
providing  for  his  lady,  he  gave  a  great  number  of  legacies  to  his 
friends,  and  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes ;  his  lands  he  gave  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brethren.  To  Mr.  Cotton,  from  whom,  to  the  praife  of 
God’s  grace,  he  acknowledges  to  have  received  much  help  and  com¬ 
fort  in  his  fpiritual  eftate,  he  gave  thirty  pounds  and  a  gown  cloth* 
The  advowfon  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  parifti  church  of  Clip- 
fham,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Colton.  He  limitted  his  fu¬ 
neral  charges  to  250).  As  providence  ordered  it,  a  fmall  part  of 
that  fum  fufficed.  His  heart  was  let  on  the  New-England  concern, 
and  he  ordered  his  executors  to  carry  on  his  lhare  or  part  in  it. 
He  made  another  will  before  his  death,  and  appointed  John  Hamp¬ 
den,  Efq;  one  of  his  executors,  with  Winthrop  and  Dudley.  Upon 
his  death- bed,  he  is  laid  to  have  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  fee 
a  church  of  Clirift  gathered  in  America,  and  profdled  that  he 
thought  his  1  it e  better  ipent  than  in  any  other  way.  Fie  was  buried, 
at  his  own  requeft,  in  part  of  the  ground  upon  Trimontain  or 
Bofton,<  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  ioc,  the  fquare  between  Schocl- 
ftreet  and  Queen-ftreet.  He  may  be  faid  to  have  been  the  idol  of 
the  people,  for  they  ordered  their  bodies,  as  they  died,  to  be  buried 
round  him  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  appropriating  for  a  plate 
of  burial,  what  is  now  called  the  old  burying-place,  adjoining  to  King’s 

shapeh 

* 


I 


MASS  ACHUSETS-BAY.  Ty 

Str  Bryan  never  came  to  New-England.  Even  after  1630 
they  had  embarked,  at  a  court  on  board  the  Arabella, 

Mr,  Dudley  was  chofen  deputy  governor,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Humfrey  who  ftaid  behind.  It  is  not  matter  of 

wonder 

chapel.  He  married  the  Lady  Arabella,  another  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Endicot,  the  next  named,  was  among  the  moll  zealous  under¬ 
takers,  and  the  moft  rigid  in  principles,  as  will  appear  in  the  courle 
of  the  hiftory.  This  difpofition  diftinguifhed  him,  more  than  his 
other  mental  accomplifhments  or  his  outward  condition  in  life.  I 
have  feen  a  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  King  Charles  the 
fecond’s  time,  wherein  is  this  expreffion,  “  The  King  would  take  it 
well,  if  the  people  would  leave  out  Mr.  Endicot  from  the  place  of 
governor.’’  Some  of  his  poflerity  remain  at  or  near  Salem. 

Mr.  Nowell  was  nephew  to  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s 
in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  or  eife  the  Dean  was  his  great  uncle.  He 
was  a  ruling  elder,  fome  time,  of  the  church  at  Charleftown ;  but 
that  place  and  a  plate  in  the  civil  order  were  thought,  in  that  day? 
not  well  to  confift,  and  therefore  he  quitted  it,  chufrng  the  places  of 
aftiftant  and  fecretary. 

Mr.  William  Vaftall,  as  well  as  his  brother  Samuel  Va flail,  were 
gentlemen  of  good  circ/am (Lances  in  England,  but  do  not  leem  to  have 
been  fully  of  the  fame  fentiment  in  matters  of  religion  with  the 
planters  in  general  ;  and  altho’  William  came  over  with  the  firft  com¬ 
pany,  yet  he  foon  went  back  to  England.  He  returned  a  few  years 
after  to  New-England,  and  fettled  at  Scituate  ip  Piimouth  colony,  not 
becaufe  they  were  reputed  more  rigid  than  the  Mafihchufets  people. 

When  Jamaica  was  taken,  by  Cromwell,  he  laid  the  foundation  ot 
feveral  fine  eftates  there,  enjoyed  by  his  poflerity  to  the  prefent  time. 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  a  gentleman  of  learning  as  well  as  religion.  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  Roxbury,  but  foon  rerpoved  to  Conne&icut  river, 
was  the  father  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  where  his  family  hath  flou- 
rifhed  ever  fince. 

Edward  Rofliter  was  of  a  good  family  in  the  Weft  of  England.  He 
died  the  flrft  year.  His  fon  lived  afterwards  at  Combe.  His  grand  < 
fon  Edward  Rofliter,  in  the  year  i68z,  was  deacon  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Alleine’s  church  in  Taunton.  He  fays  in  a  letter,  coated  March  28* 

1 682,  that  his  grandfather,  a  pious  gentleman  of  good  eftate,  left 
England  for  the  fake  of  religion. 

Thomas  Sharp  and  John  Revell  made  but  a  fhort  ftay  in  New- 
England. 

Mr.  Eiaton  was  an  Eaft  country  merchant.  His  father  was  a  mini- 
fter  in  Coventry.  He  did  not  come  to  New-England  until  1637. 

And  then  fettled  New-Haven  colony,  of  which  he  was  governor  all 
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i6jowonder  that  they  difcovered  fo  great  want  of  refolution. 
It  is  ftrange  that  fo  many  perfevered.  It  lhews  fome 
little  iortitude,  in  a  man  in  health  and  vigour,  who  goes 

'  through 

3ns  life  after.  His  correfpondence,  both  with  the  governor  of  the 
•  Maflachufets  and  wi.h  the  Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes,  or  New- 
York,  difcover  a  good  underftanding  and  virtuous  mind. 

Mr.  Coddingron  was  of  Lincolnftiire,  zealous  to  a  great  decree 
was  afterwards  the  father  of  Rhode  Ifland  colony,  where  his  zeal 
abated,  and  he  promoted  a  general  toleration.  He  was  many  years 
them  governor,  and  would  giadly  have  joined  in  confederacy  with  the 
other  colonies,  but  different  lentiments  upon  religion  prevented. 

Mr.  Bradftreet  was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge,  from  whence 
he  removed  to  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  as  his  lteward,  and 
afterwards  he  lived  m  the  fame  capacity  with  the  Countefs  of  War- 
wick.  He  married  one  of  Mr.  Dudley's  daughters,  and,  after  her 
oeam,  a  filler  or  Sir  George  Downing.  He  lived  to  be  the  Neflor  of 
a  Jew-England,  was  born  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  i6oj,  and 
Wanted  but  three  or  four  years  of  compleating  it.  I  fuppofe  Sir  Simon 

Bradftreet  and  Dudley  Bradftreet,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ii  eland,  are  de- 
icended  from  him. 

Mr.  Venn,  commonly  called  colonel  Venn,  was  in  the  defign  from 
the  beginning,  and  intended  to  have  removed,  but  never  did.  Upon 
the  change  of  affairs  in  England  he  made  a  figure  there,  being  one 
of  the  members  for  the  city  in  the  long  parliament,  and  among  the 

mod  active  in  the  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  was  one  of  the  King’s 
judges.  *  ® 

Mr.  Cradock  was  more  forward  in  advancing  out  of  his  fubftance 
than  any  other,  being  generally  the  higheft  in  all  fubferiptions.  He 
was  an  eminent  merchant  in  London,  and  continued,  divers  years,  to 
Carry  on  a  trade  in  the  colony  by  his  fervants,  but  he  never  came  over. 
His  (on  or  grandfon  Samuel  Cradock,  was  a  differing  minifter  at 
yv  ickam brook  in  1 690.  George  Cradock,  Efq;  now  in  publick  polls 
111  the  colony,  is  defended  from  him. 

J  can  give  no  account  of  the  other  affillants. 

Sir  William  Brereton  was  one  of  the  company,  and  feems  to  have 
been  preparing  to  come  over,  but  he  found  employment  alfo  in  the 
long  parliament  and  in  the  army,  was  at  the  head  of  the  forces  which 
ndu.ed  Chtfter.  Several  others,  as  Mr.  Blackhoufe,  Mr.  Whichcote 
aptain  aller,  Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Harwood,  and  other  perfons  of 
note,  were  of  the  company,  and  great  promoters  of  the  plantation. 
Lincolnftiire  contributed  greatly,  and  more  of  our  principal  families 
cenve  their  origin  from  thence  than  from  any  part  of  England,  urlefs 
the  city  0,  London  be  an  exception.  The  Countefs  of  Warwick  was 
a  benefactor.  In  1634,  the  general  court  voted,  “  that  there  fliould 
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through  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  and  fpends  but  a  1630 
few  months  in  a  wildernels,  among  Savages,  and  in  a 
climate  more  fevere  than  he  had  ever  experienced.  What 
mull  we  think,  then,  of  petfons  of  rank  and  good  cir- 
cumftance'  in  life  bidding  a  final  adieu  to  all  the  conve- 
niencies  and.  delights  of  England,  their  native  country, 
and  expofing  themfelves,  their  wives  and  children,  to 
inevitable  hardflvips  and  fufferings,  in  a  long  voyage 
acrofs  the  Atiantick,  to  land  upon  a  moft  inhofpitable 
fhore,  dellitute  of  any  kind  of  building  to  fecure  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  of  moft  lorts  of 
food  to  which  they  had  been  always  ufed  at  their  former 
home  ?  The  ficknefs  and  mortality  which  prevailed  the 
firft  winter,  they  did  not  forefee.  It  is  an  obfervation, 
fince  made,  that  moft  parts  of  America  have  proved  un¬ 
healthy  (except  where  the  country  is  cleared)  until 
perfons  have  had  a  feafoning  in  it. 

Eleven  fhips,  which  failed  from  different  ports  in 
England,  arrived  in  New-England  before  the  end  of 
July.  Six  more  arrived  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  brought  above  1500  paffengers.  The  Arabella,  on. 
board  which  was  the  governor  and  feveral  of  the  affiftants, 
left  Yarmouth  between  the  yth  and  totii  of  April.  On 
the  7th  the  governor,  and  divers  others  on  board,  figned 
a  paper  direfted  to  their  brethren  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  remove  fufpicions  or  miiconlirucbions,  and  to 
afk  their  prayers.  This  paper  has  occafioned  a  difpute, 
whether  the  firft  fettlers  of  the  Mafi'achufets  were  oi  the 

be  letters  of  thankfulnefs  figned  by  the  court  and  fent  to  the  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  Mr.  Paynter,  Mr.  Wood,  and  others  that  have  been 
benefa&ors  to  this  plantation.”  The  Earl  of  Warwick,  her  fon,  was 
a  patron  of  the  colony,  and  was  very  able  as  well  as  willing  to  do  kind 
offices  to  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Some  of  the  minilters  were  of  fami¬ 
lies  of  diftindion.  Mr.  Bulkley  from  Bedfordlhire,  of  an  honourable 
family  there.  Samuel  Whiting,  who  was  mintfter  of  Lynn,  married 
a  daughter  of  Oliver  St.  John.  She  came  with  him  to  New  England. 

John  Shearman,  minifter  of  Watertown,  married  a  grand  daughter  of 
Earl  Rivers.  Her  father,  Mr.  Laume,  was  a  gentleman  of  1400 1.  a 
year.  She  was  alive  in  1697,  the  mother  of  20  children. 
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1 6^0  ctiurcii  of  England  or  not.  However  problematical  it 
may  bn,  what  they  were  while  they  remained  in  England 
they  left  no  room  for  doubt  after  they  arrived  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  Arabella  arrived  at  Salem  the  1 2th  r f  June  *. 
The  common  people  immediately  went  afhore  and  re¬ 
galed  themfelves  with  ftrawberries,  which  are  ’very  fine 
in  America,  and  were  then  in  perfection.  This  miaht 
give  them  a  favourable  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  but  the  gentlemen  met  with  enough  to  fill  them 
with  concern.  The  firft  news  they  had,  was  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  conspiracy,  a  few  months  before,  of  all  the  Indians 
as  far  as  Naraghanfet,  to  extirpate  the  Englifh.  Eighty 
pel  Tons,  out  of  about  three  hundred,  had  died  in°the 
colony  the  winter  before,  and  many  of  thofe  that  re¬ 
mained  were  in  a  weak  fickly  condition.  There  was 
not  corn  enough  to  have  lafted  above  a  fortnight,  and 
ah  other  provifions  were  very  fcant.  They  were  obliged 
to  give  all  the  fervantsT,  they  had  fent  over,  their  li- 
.'erty,  tnat  they  might  fhift  for  themfelves,  although 
tney  nad  coft  from  fixteen  to  twenty  pounds  a  head 
ihey  had  not  above  three  or  four  months  to  look  out 
proper  places  for  fettlements,  and  to  provide  fhelter 
againft  the  feverity  of  the  winter.  With  this  profpeCl  of 
dunculties,  great  enough  for  them  to  encounter,  ficknels 
pegan  among  them.  Being  deftitute  of  neceffary  ac¬ 
commodations,  they  dropped  away  one  after  another. 
Among  others,  the  lady  Arabella,  who,  to  ufe  Mr.  Hub- 
j?ard  s  words,  “  came  from  a  paradife  of  plenty  and  plea¬ 
sure,  in  the  family  of  a  noble  Earl,  into  a  wiidernefs  of 
wants,  and  although  celebrated  for  her  many  virtues,  yet 
was  not  able  to  encounter  the  adverfity  (he  was  furrounded 
wuh,  and  in  about  a  month  after  her  arrival  The  ended  her 
ciays  at  oalem  where  fhe  firft  landed.”  Mr.  Johnfon,  her 
hufband,  highly  efteemed  for  his  piety  and  wifdom,  over¬ 
come  with  griej,  furvived  her  a  Ihort  time  only,  and  died 
at  Bofton  the  30th  September,  to  the  great  lofs  of  the 


t|'e  ^a8amore  °f  Cape-Ann,  came  on  board  the 
Iiext  morning  after  the  governor's  arrival  to  bid  him  welcome.  Hub 

f  f  he  whole  number  fent  over  was  1 80.  This  was  a  heavy  lofs.  ' 

1  ■  colony* 


polony.  Mr.  Roffiter,  another  of  the  affiftants,  died  foon  16 
^fter.  Before  December  they  had  loft  two  hundred  of  their 
number,  including  a  few  who  died  upon  their  paffage. 

The  governor  and  fome  of  the  principal  perlons  left 
Salem  the  17th  of  June,  and  travelled  through  the  woods 
to  Charleftown,  about  20  miles,  to  look  out  tor  a  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  their  chief  town,  which  thev  had  deter- 
mined  (hould  be  in  fome  part  of  the  bay  or  harbour  be-  . 
tween  Nantafket  and  Cambridge.  At  firft,  they  pitched 
ppon  the  north  fide  of  Charles  river,  or  rather  north  weft, 
by  the  major  voice ;  but  a  number  of  the  principal  gentle¬ 
men  having  fixed  their  cottages  (fhelters  intended  for  one 
winter  only)  upon  the  oppofne  fide  of  the  river,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  moft  of  the  affiftants  removed  to  them  in 
November.  They  were,  however,  undetermined  where 
to  build  in  the  fppng.  A  fortified  town,  at  leaft  palifa- 
doed,  was  thought  neceffary  to  defend  them  againft  the 
natives,  and  they  could  not  agree  Upon  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  that  purpofe. 

They  found,  when  they  arrived,  a  few  families  fcatter- 
ed  about  in  feveral  parts  of  the  bay.  Mr.  Maverick,  who 
will  often  appear  in  the-  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  lived  upon 
Noddle’s  iftand,  a  grant  or  confirmation  of  which  he  after- 
wards  obtained  from  the  court.  He  had  built  a  fmali 

i,  *  •  V  ‘ 

fort,  and  had  four  cannon  mounted  there.  At  a  point  up¬ 
on  Shawmut  or  Trimontaine,  fince  Bofton *,  lived  Mr. 
Blaxton,  who  had  leftEngland,  being diftatisfied  there,  and 
not  a  thorough  conformift  ;  but  he  was  more  diftatisfied 
with  the  non-conformity  of  the  new-comers.  He  told 
them,  he  came  from  England  becaufe  he  did  not  like  the 
Lords  Bifhops,  but  he  could  not  join  with  them  becaufe 
he  did  not  like  the  Lords  Brethren.  He  claimed  the 

\  r  1  '  ■»  »  { 

whole  peninfuia  upon  which  Bofton  is  built,  becaufe  he 
was  the  firft  that  fiept  upon  it.  He  had  a  grant  of  a  very 
handfome  lot  there  at  the  weft  part  of  the  town,  but  he 
chofe  to  quit  all  and  removed  to  the  fouthward,  at  or  near 

*  Said  to  be  called  fo  from  refpeft  to  Mr.  Cotton,  minifler  of  Boflon 
•p  England,  who  they  expected  to  follow  them. 

what 
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630  What  is  fince  called  Providencef,  where  he  lived  tooldage. 
There  were  alfo  feveral  families  atMattapan,  fince  called 

D°ACie  nr^rratherDorchener  neck  5  here  t  Mr.  Ludlow 
and  Mr.  Foster pitched,  with  twominifters.Mr.  Warham 

and  Mr.  Maverick.  On  the  north  of  Charles  river 
(Charleftown)  were  the  remains  of  thole  who  had  moved 
the  laft  year  from  Salem  ;  here  Mr.  Nowell  and  fome  of 
Hs  .nersds  made  their  pitch,  but  confidered  themfelves 
and  Bofton  at  firft,  as  but  one  fettlement  and  one  church, 
wuh  Mr.  Wilfon  for  their  minifter.  When  he  went  to 
England  in  thefpring,Charleftown  becameadiftindtchurch 
and  town,  and  took  Mr.  James  for  their  minifter.  Sir  Po¬ 
chard  Saltonftall  chofe  a  place  fome  miles  up  Charles  river, 
which  has  taken  the  name  of  Watertown.  His  company 
took  Mr.  Phillips  for  their  minifter.  Mr.  Pynchon  was 
at  the  head  of  another  company  who  fettled  between  Dor- 
chefter  and  Bofton.  Their  town  took  the  name  of  Rox- 
bury.  They  had  Mr.  Elliot  §  for  their  minifter.  Medford 
and  Miftick  were  then  diftinft  places,  tho’  not  fo  at  pre- 
fent.  At  Medford  ||,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  fmall 
Village  at  tne  lower  part  of  Miftick  river,  now  called 
Neck  of  Land,  where  a  creek  alfo  ran  into  Charles  river, 
it  was  intended  a  fettlement  fhould  be  made  for  Mr.  Cra- 
dock  and  the  people  he  was  fending  and  had  fent  over. 
Here,  by  his  agents,  he  built  feveral  veflels  of  burden.  At 
tnefe  feveral  places,  together  with  Salem,  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  were  fettled  for  the  firft  winter.  They  had  little  time 
enough  to  provide  their  huts.  As  foon  as  December  came, 
^hcii  out-coor  work  was  over.  On  the  6th  of  December, 
the  governor  and  aftiftants  met,  and  agreed  to  fortify 
the  neck  between  Bofton  and  Roxbury,  and  orders  were 
given  for  preparing  the  materials  ;  but  at  another  meet- 
^be  21ft,  they  laid  that  defign  afide,  and  agreed 

t  One  Mr.  Blakeftone,  a  minifter,  went  from  Bofton,  having  lived 
there  9  or  10  years,  becaufe  he  would  not  join  with  the  church.  He 
lives  near  Mr.  Williams,  but  is  far  from  his  opinion.  Lechford . 

X  They  arrived  at  Nantalket,  the  30th  of  May,  from  Plymouth  in 
England.  J 

§  Hedid  not  come  over  until  1631.  Mr.  Weld  was  his  colleague. 
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on  a  place  *  about  three  miles  above  Charleftown,  and  16 
moft  of  them  engaged  to  build  houle.s  there  the  next 
year*  The  weather  held  tolerable  until  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  but  the  cold  then  came  on  with  violence..  Such 
a  Chriltrnas  eve  they  had  never  feen  before.  From  that 
time,  to  the  10th  of  February,  their  chief  care  was  to 
keep  tbemfelves  warm,  and  as  comfortable  in  other  re¬ 
flects  as  their  (cant  provifions  would  permit.  The  poorer 
fort  were  much  expo  led,  lying  in  tents  and  miferabie 
hovels,  and  many  died  of  the  fcu'rvy  and  other  diftem- 
pers.  They  were  fo  Abort  of  provifions,  that  many  were 
obliged  to  live  upon  clams,  muffels  and  other  ihell-fifli, 
with  ground-nuts  and  acorns  inftead  of  bread.  One, 
that  came  to  the  governor’s  houfe  to  complain  of  his 
{offerings,  was  prevented,  being  informed  that,  even 
there,  the  laft  batch  was  in  the  oven.  Some  initances  are 
mentioned  of  great  calmnefs  and  resignation  in  this  dif- 
trefs.  A  good  man,  who  had  afked  his  neighbour  to 
a  dith  of  dams,  after  dinner  returned  thanks  to  God  who 
had  given  them  to  fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  feas  and 
of  treafure  hid  in  the  fands.  They  had  appointed  the 
2zd  of  February  for  a  fait,  but  on  the  5th,  to  their  great 
joy,  the  fhip  Lyon,  Capt.  Fierce,  one  of  the  laft  year’s 
fleet,  returned  laden  with  provifions  from  England, 
which  were-diftributed  according  to  the  neceffities  of  the 
people.  They  turned  their  fait  into  a  thankfgiving. 

In  the  fpring  of  1631,  they  purfued  their  defign  of  a  163  s 
fortified  town  at  Newtown.  The  governor  fet  up  the 
frame  of  a  houfe  ;  the  deputy  governor  finifhed  his  houfe 
and  removed  his  family.  About  this  time,  Chicketawbut, 
the  chief  of  the  Indians  near  Bofton,  came  to  vifit  the 
governor  and  made  high  profefilons  of  friendfhip.  The 
apprehenfions  of  danger  leflened  by  degrees,  the  defign  of 
a  fortified  town  went  off  in  the  fame  proportion,  until 
it  was  wholly  laid  afide.  The  governor  took  down  his 
frame  and  carried  it  to  Bofton.  Mr.  Dudley,  the  de¬ 
puty,  was  offended,  and  perfifted  for  fome  time  in  his 

Firfl  called  Newtown,  lince  Cambridge. 
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1  hl  K  'Tfcrm;nation  of  redding  at  Newtown,  but  at  lener'Ii 

removed  to  Roxbury.  ,cr,&fc^ 

This  lcheme,  of  a  fortified  town,  was  well  enough 
while  they  were  uncertain  »i,.  ,l  ’  4  ”C,J  enougti 

would  be.  Their  defion  lltl  tC!?per  °f  the  r,atlVes 

and  to  extend  their  fetdements  in  tV  f  *  ™provemf[s’ 
,.nllnfr.,  tT„.  r„  .,  Cs  ln  che  leveral  parts  of  the 

7  ,.  y '  E’.lefs  they  were  upon  fuch  terms  with  the 

Jnciians,  that  they  could  do  this  with  fafety,  the  colony 

conld  not  long  fubfift.  If  they  »cre  „p„'’f„ch  K ml 

fortified  towns  were  unneceffary  * 

.  1  H E  ftP"«  oi  provifions,  this  year  in  England 

coil°mrfdd  ^  C0i0ny;  Every  bulhel  of  wheaf  meal 
.  .1,  including  tnc  freight,  14s.  fterling;  every  bufhel 

fo  der^OSf  '^c  !nd'an  C°?’  imported  frorn  Virginia, 
Fntl  a  +‘  forne  were  diicouragrf  and  returned  to 
Enc!and,  viz.  Sir  Richard  Saltonftal!,  Thomas  Sharpe, 

&c*  ,and  never  came  back  ;  but  others,  in  hopes  of  bet- 

Zl!T'  Went  Tf  £"  fetch  the,r  Emilies  and  returned 

went  in  the  Lyon,  which  brought  them  fupply.  Jn  tg 
lante  fhip,  oir  Chriftopher  Gardner  was  fent  home  under 
confinement.  He  was  a  knight  of  the  fepulchre,  but 
concealed  his  true  charadfer,  and  came  over  Jaft  year  un- 
oer  pretence  of  feparating  himfelf  from  the  world,  and 
Jiving  a  life  or  retirement  and  devotion.  He  offered  to 

its.".  Dudley  fays,  they  laid  afide  all  thought  of  a  fort  becauf- 

XlofXeT IZ^Z' Chey  “  re;ire  » >  they3  S  “ 

fame  objection  tn  ■>  f  ■/‘a’’  '°  ^cu”tfSs  °f  Ltntoln.  There  was  the 

11  J  ,  W  t0WDj  lf  the  inhabitants  of  other  towrs 
and  villages  Ihould  retire  to  it. 

f  It  was  the  year  1633,  before  they  knew  they  Ihould  be  able  to 
taife  Engblh  gram  if  we  may  credit  Johnfon.  ‘‘  This  yea,  afmad 

I""!  whir  rhr°Ught  t0theIC°B'r'  •  33  **  fruits  of  En^ 

D  beaS.’^  ^VX63P3eOP  6  ^  *****  t0  fee  the  >and 

rJ  Jbe,  f0ll?'VinF  Pf3SraPh’  in  a  ietter  to  Mr.  Cotton  from  Mr. 

T  o  .  f  °n,’  Lon,aon  -|une  4.  -63a.  (hews  with  what  zeal  he  had  em- 
fcarUJ  in  this  undertaking.  “  1  am,  ]  thank  God,  in  bodi'y  health 

yet  not  enjoying  that  freedom  of  fpirit,  being  withheld  from  that  plac» 

I  fhi Xth  11  T  rC  eth,fnd  n!>’  hCan  earnc%  worketh  after;  nehher 
I  think,  fh *11  I  fee  it  till  towards  the  next  fpring,  my  wife  beinr  with 

and  ad  her  fn£nds  unwilling  Cie  Ihould  go  in  that  conduion.” 

.  .  joip 
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join  to  feveral  of  the  churches,  but  he  was  fufpe&ed  toi6 
be  an  immoral  man,  and  not  received.  He  had  a  comely 
young  woman,  who  travelled  with  him.  He  called  her 
hiscoufin.  For  fome  mifcarriages  in  the  Maffachufets, 
he  fled  to  the  Indians.  They  carried  him  to  Plimouth, 
having  firft  ufed  him  pretty  roughly.  From  thence  he 
was  lent  to  Boflon.  He  joined  afterwards,  with  Gorges, 
Mafon  and  others,  in  complaints  againft  the  colony. 

Mr.  Wilfon  left  the  church  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river  without  a  minifter.  At  his  parting  he  recommended 
them  to  the  care  of  the  governor,  deputy-governor  and 
other  godly  and  able  chriitians,  to  carry  on  the  worfhip  of 
God,  on  the  Lord’s  day,  by  prophefying  until  his  return. 

So  much  of  their  attention  was  neceffary  in  order  to 

m 

provide  for  their  fupporr,  that  little  bufmefs  was  done  by 
the  afliftants  or  by  the  general  court.  The  removal  of 
the  charter  made  many  new  regulations  neceffary,  which 
were  fettled  by  degrees.  The  firft  court  of  afliftants  was 
at  Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  about  two  months  after  their 
arrival.  A  beadle,  a  corporation  officer,  was  appointed. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  governor  and  deputy  for 
the  time  being,  fhould  be  juftices  of  the  peace,  four  of 
the  then  afliftants  were  alio  appointed  juftices.  All  juf¬ 
tices  whatfoever  were  to  have  the  fame  power,  for  re¬ 
formation  of  abufes  and  punifhing  offenders,  which  juf¬ 
tices  have  in  England,  but  no  corporal  punifhment  to  be 
inflicted  except  by  an  affiftant.  In  high  offences,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  afliftants  fat  as  a  court,  as  well  as  in  civil 
matters.  There  was  a  trial  by  a  jury  this  year  for  mur¬ 
der,  and  the  perfon  charged  was  acquitted.  The  firft 
general  court  was  held  the  19th  of  October,  not  by  a 
reprefentative,  but  by  every  one,  that  was  free  of  the 
corporation,  in  perfon.  None  had  been  admitted  freemen 
fince  they  left  England.  The  governor  and  afliftants  had 
a  great  influence  over  the  court.  It  was  ordered,  that, 
for  the  future,  the  freemen  fhould  chufe  the  afliftants, 
and  the  afliftants,  from  among  themfelves,  chufe  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor.  The  court  of  afliftants  w ere. 
so  .  have  the  power  of  making  laws  and  appointing  offi- 
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163  r  ceis.  This  was  a  departure  from  their  charter.  One 
hundred  and  nine  freemen  were  admitted  at  this  court. 
Maverick,  Blackftone,  and  many  more  who  were  not  of 
any  of  the  churches,  were  of  this  number.  This  was  all 
that  was  tranfadled,  that  was  any  thing  material,  the  firft 
vear.  The  next  general  court  was  the  court  of  election 
for  1631,  The  fcale  was  now  turned,  and  the  freemen 
refolved  to  chufe  both  governor,  deputy  and  afliftants,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  former  vote,  and  made  an  order,  that,  for 
the  time  to  come,  none  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  freedom 
or  the  body  politick  but  inch  as  were  church  members 
1  his  was  a  mod  extraordinary  order  or  law,  and  yet 
it  continued  in  force  until  the  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  it  being  repealed,  in  appearance  only  -f,  after  the 
restoration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond.  Had  they  been 
deprived  of  their  civil  privileges  in  England  by  an  aft  of 
parliament,  u  lels  they  would  join  in  communion  with 
tne  churches  the  e,  it  might  very  well  have  been  the  firft 
in  the  roll  of  grievances.  But  fuch  were  the  requifites 
to  qua’ihy  for  church  memberfhip  here,  that  the  grievance 
was  abundantly  greater. 

The  fcarcity  of  the  former  year  excited  the  inhabitants 
to  make  the  greater  improvements,  by  tillage,  affoon  as  the 
ipring  advanced,  and  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fuch  fa¬ 
vourable  feafons,  that  they  had  a  very  plentiful  harveft; 
and  Indian  corn  which  could  not  be  purchafed  with 

money 

*  None  may  now  be  a  freeman  of  that  company,  unlefs  he  be  a 
church  member  among  them.  None  have  voice  in  elections  of  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  and  affiftants,  none  are  to  be  magiftrate.%  officers  or  jury- 
men,  grand  or  petit,  but  freemen.  The  minifters  give  their  votes  in 
all  elections  of  magiilrates.  Now  the  molt  of  the  perfons  at  Nevv- 
England  are  not  admitted  of  their  church,  and  therefore  are  not  free¬ 
men  ;  arid  when  tney  come  to  be  tried  there,  be  it  for  life  or  limb, 
name  or  eltate,  or  whatfoever,  they  muft  be  tried  and  judged  too  by 
thofe  of  the  church  who  arc,  in  a  fort,  their  adverfaries.  How  equal 
tnat  hath  been  or  may  be,  lome  by  experience  do  know,  others  may 
judge.  Lecbford. 

t  The  minirfer  was  to  certify,  that  the  candidates  for  freedom  were 
of  orthodox  principles  and  of  good  lives  and  converfations. 

X  This  however  was  mean  diet,  and  diftafteful  to  Europeans  in  ge- 
jierah  “  1  he  want  of  hngiifh  grain^  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  proved 
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money  the  year  before,  at  the  end  of  this  year  was  made  a  163 1 
tender  in  difcharge  of  all  debts,  except  money  or  beaver  J 
had  beeafpecially  agreed  for.  Cattle  were  extremely  dear, 
a  great  part  of  what  had  been  (hipped  from  England  being 
dead,  and  a  milch  cow  was  valued  at  25  to  30  1.  fterling. 

The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor  and  fuch  of 
the  affiftants  of  1630,  as  were  living  and  in  the  colony, 
were  re-ele6ted  for  the  year  1631 They  continued  to  1632 
make  the  fame  choice  for  1632,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  John  Humfrey,  who  had  been  deputy  governor  in 
England,  but  was  prevented  coming  the  firft  year,  and 
John  Winthrop,  jun.  the  governor’s  eldeftfon,  who,  with 
his  wife,  mother,  and  fome  others  of  the  family,  arrived 
in  Odtober  the  year  before.  They  were  frequently  a~ 
farmed  this  year§  by  the  Indians,  which  put  them  into 
confufion  ;  happy  for  them,  that  in  this  their  feeble  in¬ 
fant  (late  they  were  only  alarmed.  A  company  of  Eaftem 
Indians  called  Tarretines,  about  an  hundred  in  number, 
affaulted  the  wigwams  of  the  Sagamore  of  Agawam*. 

They  came  by  water  in  30  canoes,  (lew  feven  Indians  and 
wounded  two  Sagamores  who  lived  near  Bofton,  and 
carried  away  captives  one  of  their  wives  with  divers 
other  Indians.  The  governor  likewife  received  advice 
from  the  governor  of  Plimouth  of  a  broil  between  fome 
Englifh  of  that  colony  and  fome  of  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  let  upon  the  Englifh  houfe  at  Sowam  f  *,  alfo 
of  motions  made  by  the  Pequods,  which  caufed,  the 
Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes  to  give  notice  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  be  upon  their  guard.  A  fhallop  belonging  to 
Dorchefter  having  been  miffing  all  the  winter,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  this  fummer,  that  the  crew,  confiding  of  five 
men,  had  been  fecretly  murdered  by  theEaftern  Indians. 

a  fore  aftlidlion  to  fome  ftomachs  who  could  not  live  upon  Indian 
bread  and  water,  yet  were  they  compelled  to  it.,?  Jobrfon. 

t  Hubbard .  This  year,  and  this  only,  the  affiftants  chofen  arc 
laot  named  in  the  colony  records. 

§  There  was  an  alarm  in  1631  at  Saugus  or  Lynn.  Lieut.  Walker, 
then  upon  the  watch,  was  (hoc  through  his  cloaths  by  two  arrows,  but 
by  an  immediate  difcharge  of  a  culverin  it  was  fuppofed  the  Indians 
withdrew.  ^obnfony  &c. 

f  Ipfwich.  f  In  part  of  what  is  now  Briftol. 

3  However* 


* 
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163 2  5°fWeV^rl the  SaSamores>  "ear  Bofton,  made  profefUonS 
r  rriendfhip,  and  on  the  5th  ofAuguft  this  year,  Mianti- 

Jton.o,  one  oi  the  great  Sachems  of  the  Naraganfets,  the: 
itio^  numerous  of  all  the  Indians  between  Bofton  and  Hud- 
,°n  s  nver’  can-!e  down  to  Bofton,  whether  out  of  fear  or 
°.V?  they  could  not  teii,  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friendfhip 
with  tne  colony.  He  and  his  followers  were  invited  to 
at<.en ..  tne  public  worlnip,  but  three  cf  them  withdrew  in 

t,itrie’.  and  to  fatisfy  their  hunger,  broke  into  an 
j-nguSh  houfe  to  get  victuals.  The  Sagamore,  who  was 
,L  bign  lpirited  fellow,  could  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
oroer  them  any  corporal  punifhment;  but  he  was  lb 
ashamed  or  his  attendants,  that  he  ordered  them  out  of 
town,  and  followed  ihem  himfelf  foon  after. 

, „,Th f  Trench  alfooccafioned  fome  uneafy  ajaprehenfions. 
}  hcY  had  been  drove  from  Accady  by  Sir  Samuel  Argali 
m  1013.  The  people  of  New-Plimouth  had  let  up  a 
trading  houfe,  at  Penobfcot,  about  the  year  1627.  Intelli¬ 
gence  was  brought  this  year  to  the  Mafiachufecs  that  in 
i63o  or  1631  Sir  William  Alexander  had  fold  thecourt- 
try  of  Nova-Scotia  to  the  French,  and  that  the  fort,  with 
ah  the  ammunition  and  ftores,  was  delivered  to  them  • 
f.uat  Cat  Jinal  Kichlieu  had  ordered  fome  companies  there, 
and  that  more  «  ere  expedited  the  next  year  with  priefts’ 
Je  ims,  &c.  I  his  news  alarmed  the  governor  and  council, 
and  put  them  upon  confutations  for  their  defence.  They 
oetirmined  to  fi  blli  a  fort  which  was  begun  at  Bofton  to 
but  Id  another  at  Nantafket,  and  to  haften  the  fettlement  of 
Agawam  (Ipfwich,)  it  being  one  of  the  belt  places  both 
lor  pallure  and  tillage,  left  an  enemy  Ihould  take  poffeffion 
and  prevent  them.  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor’s  fon,  was 
accordingly  f?nt  to  begin  a  plantation  there*.  It  appears 

their 


I  he  larrateen,  orEaftern  Indians,  who  had  a  fpight  again!!  the 
Indians  o(  Agawam,  and  had  attacked  them  and  drove  them  from  their 
Ictthmcnt,  intended  mifehief  againlt  the  Englilh  alfo,  as  appears  by 
me  following  account,  preserved- among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Cobbett 
ihe  minilfer  of  Agawam  or  Ipfwich :  *  *  * 

*■  ^  ^  planting  of  Ipfwich,  as  a  credible  man  informed  me, 

'  namely 


*  .  u* 


that  their  apprehenfions  of  the  French  defigns,  to  t  ike  pof- 
feflion  of  foiiie  part  or  other  of  the  coaft,  were  not  ill 
founded  ;  for  they  fent  a  fhip,  this  year,  to  Penobfcot, 
as  a  prelude  to  what  was  to  come  after.  Governor  Brad¬ 
ford  of  Plimouth  gives  this  account  of  it.  “  This  year 
“  the  houfe  at  Penobfcot  is  robbed  by  the  French  in  this 
“  manner:  While  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  and  part  of 
cc  the  company  with  him,  is  come  with  one  veflel 
<c  to  the  weftward  to  fetch  a  fupply  of  goods  brought 
<c  over  for  us,  a  fmall  French  veflel,  having  a  falfe  Scot 
<c  aboard,  goes  into  the  harbour,  pretends  they  are  newly 
<c  come  from  fea,  knows  not  where  they  are,  that  the 
“  veflel  is  very  leaky,  and  defires  they  may  haul  her  a- 
<c  fhore  and  flop  her  leaks,  making  many  French  com- 
plements  and  congees  :  And  feeing  but  three  or  four 
<c  Ample  men,  who  are  fervants,  and,  by  the  Scotchman, 
underftanding  the  matter  and  the  reft  of  the  company 


tl  namely  Quartermafler  Perkins,  the  Tarrateens  or  Eafterly  Indians 
had  a  defign  to  have  cut  them  off  at  the  hrff,  when  they  had  but 
“  between  20  and  30  men,  old  and  young,  belonging  to  the  place  5 
“  and,  at  that  indant,  mod:  of  them  gone  into  the  bay  about  their 
<c  cccafions,  not  hearing  of  any  intimations  thereof.  It  was  thus : 
“  One  Robin,  a  friendly  Indian,  came  to  this  John  Perkins,  then  a 
“  young  man,  living  then  in  a  little  hut  upon  his  father’s  ifland 
tc  on  this  lide  of  Jeoffry’s  neck,  and  told  him,  on  fuch  a  Thuri- 
“  day  morning,  early,  there  would  come  four  Indians,  to  draw 
him  to  po  down  the  hill  to  the  water  fide,  to  truck  with  them, 
“  which,  if  he  did,  he  and  all  near  him  would  be  cutoff,  for  there 
<c  were  40  birchin  canoes  would  lie  out  of  fight  at  the  brow  of  the 
“  hill,  full  of  armed  Indians  for  that  purpofe.  Of  this  he  forthwith 
“  acquainted  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  who  then  lived  there  in  a  houfe 
“  near  the  water,  who  advifed  him,  if  fuch  Indians  came,  to  carry 
“  it  ruggedly  towards  them,  and  threaten  to  fhoot  them  if  they 
ft  would  not  be  gone,  and  when  their  backs  were  turned,  to  ftrike  up 
a  drum  he  had  with  him  beddes  his  two  mufkets,  and  then  dif- 
“  charge  them,  that  fo  6  or  8  young  men,  who  were  in  the  marfhes 
Ci  hard  by  a  mowing,  keeping  their  guns  ready  charged  by  them, 
“  might  take  the  alarm,  and  the  Indians  would  perceive  their  plot 
“  was  difcovered  and  hade  away  to  fea  again  ;  which  accordingly  was 
“  fo  a£led  and  took  like  effect,  for  he  told  me,  he  prdently  after 
“  difcerned  40  fuch  canoes  fhove  off  from  under  the  hill  and  make  as 
fad  as  they  could  to  fea.” 
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1  are  S°ne  from  home,  fall  to  commending  the  guns  and 
mufkets  which  lie  on  the  racks  by  the  wall  lide,  take 
^  them  down  to  look  on  them,  afking  if  they  were 
charged,  and  when  pofTeffed  of  them,  one  prefents  a 
loaded  piece  againlt  the  fervants,  another  a  piftoi, 
they  bid  them  not  to  ftir  but  deliver  the  goods,  and 
made  them  help  in  carrying  them  all  aboard,  to  the 
value  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  fieri ing,  prime 
cod  ;  three  hundred  weight  of  beaver,  the  reft  in 
4C  trading  goods,  as  coats,  rugs,  blankets,  &c.  then  fet 
the  fervants  at  liberty  and  go  away  with  this  taunting 
meffage,  I  ell  your  mafter,  when  he  returns,  that  fume 
44  of  the  I  fie  of  Rhee  gentlemen  have  been  here.55 

I  r  appears  chat  the  Mafiachufets  people  took  pofleffion 
of  the  country  at  a  very  critical  time.  Richlieu,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  would  have  planted  his  colony  nearer  the  fun,  if 
he  could  have  found  any  place  vacant.  De  Monts  and 
company  had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Cape  Sables  beyond  Cape  Cod  in  1604;  in¬ 
deed  it  does  not  appear  that  they  then  went  round  or  to 
the  bottom  of  Mafiachulets  bay.  Had  they  once  gained 
footing  there,  they  would  have  prevented  the  Englifh. 
The  frenchified  court  of  King  Charles  the  firft  would, 
at  the  treary  of  Saint  Germains,  have  given  up  any  claim  to 
Mafiachufets  bay  as  readily  as  they  did  to  Acadie;  for 
the  French  could  make  out  no  better  title  to  Penobfcoc, 
and  the  other  parts  of  Acadie,  than  they  could  to  Maf¬ 
iachufets.  I  he  little  plantation  at  New-Plimouth  would 
have  been  no  greater  bar  to  the  French  in  one  place 
than  in  the  other.  The  Dutch,  the  next  year,  would 
iiave  quietly  pofiefied  themfelves  of  Connecticut  river, 
unlefs  the  french,  inftead  of  the  Englifh,  had  prevented 
them.  Whether  the  people  of  either  nation  would  have 
perfevered  is  uncertain.  If  they  had  done  it,  the  late 
conteft  for  the  dominion  of  North  America  would  have 

been  between  France  and  Holland,  and  the  commerce 
of  England  would  have  borne  a  very  different  propor¬ 
tion  10  that  ol  the  reft  of  Europe  from  what  it  does  at 
prefent. 


/ 
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The  new  fettlers  were  in  perils  alfo  from  their  own  1632 
countrymen.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon, 
two  of  the  council  cf  Plimouth,  who  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes*  had  expended  large  fums 
to  little  purpofe  in  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  New- 
England,  beheld  the  Maffachufets  with  an  envious  eye. 

They  intended,  for  themfelves,  all  that  part  of  the  co¬ 
lony  which  lies  to  the  Eaftward  of  Naumkeag.  Gar¬ 
diner  and  Morton*,  to  revenge  the  affronts  they  had 
received,  joined  with  them  in  a  complaint  to  the  King 

in 

*  Morton  wrote  the  following  letter  to  one  Jeffries  in  New-Eng- 
land  :  “  My  very  good  gofiip !  If  I  fhould  commend  myfelf  to  you, 
you  would  reply  with  this  proverb,  propria  lam  fordet  in  ore ,  but  to 
leave  impertinent  falutes  and  really  proceed,  you  (hall  hereby  under¬ 
hand,  that  altho’  when  I  was  firft  fent  to  England,  to  make  com¬ 
plaint  again  ft  Ananias  and  the  brethren,  I  effected  the  bufinefs  butfu- 
perftcially  (thro’  the  brevity  of  time)  I  have  at  this  time  taken  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  brought  the  matter  to  abetter  pafs,  and  it  is  brought  about, 
that  the  King  hath  taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  The  Maffa- 
chufets  patent,  by  an  order  of  council,  was  brought  in  view,  the  pri¬ 
vileges  therein  granted  well  fcanned,  and  at  the  council  board,  in  pre¬ 
fence  ol  S'T  R.  Saltonftall  and  the  reft,  it  was  declared,  for  manifold 
abufes  therein  difeovered,  to  be  void*  The  King  hath  re-affumed  the 
whole  bufinefs  into  his  own  hands,  and  given  order,  for  a  general  go¬ 
vernor  for  the  whole  territory,  to  be  fent  over.  The  commiftion  is 
paffed  the  privy  feal,  I  faw  it,  and  the  fame  was  fent  to  my  Lord 
Keeper,  to  have  it  pafs  the  great  feal,  and  1  now  ftay  to  return  with  the 
governor,  by  whom  all  complainants  fhall  have  relief.  So  that  now, 

Jonas  being  fet  afhore,  may  fafely  cry,  Repent  ye  cruel  fchifmaticks, 
repent,  there  are  yet  but  40  days.  If  Jove  vouchfafe  to  thunder, 
the  charter  and  the  kingdom  of  the  fepaTatifts  will  fall  afender. — My 
lord  of  Canterbury,  with  my  lord  privy  feal,  having  caufed  all  Mr. 
Cradock’s  letters  to  be  viewed  and  his  apology  for  the  brethren  par- 
ticulaily  heard,  protefted  againft  him  and  Mr.  Humfries  that  they 
were  a  couple  of  impofturous  knaves,  fp  that,  for  all  their  great 
friends,  they  departed  the  council  chamber  in  our  view  with  a  pair 
of  cold  fhoulders,  I  have  ftaid  long,  yet  have  not  loft  my  labour. 

The  brethren  have  found  themfelves  fruftrated,  and  I  lTiall  fee  my 
defire  upon  mine  enemies. — —Of  thefe  things  f  thought  good,  by 
fo  convenient  a  meffenger,  to  give  you  no'ire,  left  you  fhould  think  I 
died  in  obfeurity,  as  the  brethren  vainly  interded  I  fhould.  As  for 
Ratcliffe,  he  was  comforted  by  their  lordftiips  with  the  cropping  of 
Mr.  Winthrop’s  ears,  which  (hews  what  opinion  is  held,  among# 

C  2  N)  the?n. 
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1632  in  council  againft  the  colony.  At  this  time  they  failed 
oi  fuccefs,  and  an  order  was  made  in  council  19th  of 
January  163 2,  ct  declaring  the  fair  app-arances  and  great 

i70Pes  which  there  then  were,  that  the  country  would 
PI0Ve  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  profitable 
to  the  particular  perfons  concerned  ;  and  that  the  ad- 
^  venturers  might  be  allured,  that  if  things  fhould  be 
^  cat  lied  on  as  was  pretended  when  the  patents  were 
granted  and  according  as  by  the  patent  is  appointed, 
“  hi?  Majefty  would  not  only  maintain  the  liberties  and 
privileges  heretofore  granted,  but  fupply  anything 
fui  ther  which  might  tend  to  the  good  government, 
profper lty  and  comfort  of  the  people  there  Jd5 

1633  In  the  year  1633,  the  people  ftili  continued  theadmi- 
n  at  rat  ion  of  government  in  the  fame  hands.  Frefh  flip¬ 
py3  of  inhabitants  had  been  brought  from  England, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  former 
}eai " 5  but  there  were  many  who  were  willing  to  fee  the 
i  needs  of  the  fir  ft  adventurers  before  they°  embarked 
ahemfclves.  The  reports  carried  over  were  very  encou- 
raging,  lo  tnat,  this  year,  there  was  a  very  great  addi¬ 
tion  made,  Chips  arriving  all  fummer,  in  fome  months 
twelve  or  fourteen  in  a  month  ;  a  a  exportation  fo  great 
and  ot  fuch  fort  of  perfons,  that  it  produced  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  of  the  King  in  Council,  21ft  February  1633. 

“  Whereas  the  board  is  given  to  underfland  of  the 
fiequent  tranfportation,  of  great  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
Jefty’s  fubjefts  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  plantation 

them,  of  king  Winthrop  with  all  his  inventions  and  his  Amfterdam 
and  fantallical  ordinances,  his  preachings,  marriages  and  other  abu- 
five  ceremonies,  which  exemplify  his  detection  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  contempt  of  his  Majelty’s  authority  and  wholfcme  law- 
1  reil  your  loving  friend. 

May  !,  1634.  ^  ^  .  Thomas  Morton.” 

Morten  came  1.0  New-England  again,  in  1643,  when  this  letter  and 
n  book  he  had  wrote,  full  of  invedtives,  were  produced  againil  him 
He  was  truly  called  the  accufer  of  the  brethren.  T-he  court  fined  him 
look  He  was  poor  and -unable  to  pay  it.  Nothing  but  his  age 
faved  him  from  the  whipping-poll.  He  wen;  to  Acamenticus,  and 
there  died  a  year  or  two  alter, 
f  Hubbard. 

“  of 
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of  New-England,  among  whom  divers  perfons  known  i6:>  - 
to  be  ill  affedted,  difcontented  not  only  with  civil  but  ^ 
“  ecclefiaftical  government  here,  are  obferved  to  refort 
<c  thither,  whereby  fuch  confufion  and  difiradion  is  al- 
“  ready  grown  there,  efpecially  in  point  of  religion,  as, 

“  befide  the  ruin  of  the  laid  plantation,  cannot  but  highly 
“  tend  to  the  fcandal  both  of  church  and  ftate  here.  And 
“  whereas  it  was  informed  in  particular,  that  there  are, 
ct  at  this  prefent,  divers  (hips,  in  the  river  of  Thames, 

<c  ready  to  fet  fail  thither,  freighted  with  paffengers  and 
provisions  ;  it  is  thought  fit  and  ordered,  that  flay 
“  fhould  be  forthwith  made  of  tb*  Lid  (hips  until  further 
“  order  from  this  board.  And  me  feveral  matters  and 
“  freighters  of  the  fame  fhould  attend  the  board,  on 
“  Wednefday  next  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  lift  of  the 
<c  paffengers  and  provifions  in  each  (hip.  And  that  Mr. 

“  Cradock,  a  chief  adventurer  in  that  plantation  now 
“  prefent  before  the  board,  fhould  be  required  to  caufe 
46  the  letters  patent  for  the  faid  plantation  to  be  brought 
“  to  this  board 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  that  this  order  was  the  effedb  of  a 
new  complaint  preferred  by  Gardiner,  Morton  and  others, 
of  their  hardfhips  and  fufferings  from  the  leverity  of  the 
government,  and  that  fuch  of  the  company  as  were  in 
England  were  called  before  the  committee  of  council,  and 
delivered  an  anfwer  in  writing,  and  that,  upon  reading 
thereof,  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  work  with  the  Lords  of  the 
council  and  afterwards  with  the  King’s  Majefty,  that  when 
the  whole  matter  was  reported  to  him  by  Sir  Thomas 
Jermayne  (one  of  the  council  who  had  been  prefent  at  the 
three  days  of  hearing,  and  fpake  much  in  commendation 
of  the  governor,  both  to  the  Lords  and  after  to  his  Ma- 
jefty)  the  King  faid,  he  would  have  fuch  feverely  puniflied 
as  fhould  abufe  his  governor  and  the  plantation,  and  the 
defendants  were  difmiffed,  with  a  favourable  order  for 
their  encouragement ;  being  affured,  from  fome  of  the 
council,  that  his  Majefty  did  not  intend  to  impofe  the 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  upon  them,  for  that: 

#  Hubbard. 
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16^3  it  was  confidered,  it  was  for  the  fake  of  freedom  from  thole 
t  mgs  that  people  went  over  thither.  It  is  certain,  a  flop 
was  not  put  to  theemigration.  T  here  came  over,  amongft 
many  others  in  this  year  1633,  Mr.  Haynes  of  the  civil 
order,  Mr.  Cotton*,  Mr  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Stone,  three 
of  tue  mod  famous  men  of  the  religious  order.  Mr  Cotton 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  more  inftrumental,  in  the  fettle- 
mcnt  of  their  civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  polity,  than  any 
other  perfon  :  T.  he  church  of  Bolton,  by  advice  of  the  go- 
vernoi  and  council  and  of  the  elders  inthecolony,received 
him  for  their  teacher  ;  to  which  office  he  was  ordained 
the  lyth  October.  Mr.  Thomas  Leverett,  an  ancient 
member  of  Mr.  Cotton  s  church  in  England,  was  at  the 
iame  time  oidained  a  ruling  elder.  The  circumffanccs 
and  order  of  proceeding,  in  Mr.  Cotton’s  ordination, 
were  intended  as  a  precedent,  and  the  congregational 
churches  in  New-England  have  generally  conformed 
thereto  ever  fince.  Mx.  Hooker  and  Mx.  Stone,  with 
their  friends,  fettled  at  Newtown  (Cambridge^) 

In 

*  Mr.  Cotton's  removal  was  battened  by  letters  mifiive,  which  were 
out  againtt  him  to  convent  him  before  the  high  committion  court  for 
nonconformity.  His  friends  advifed  him  to  keep  clofe,  until  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  embarking.  MS.  letter  Sam.  Whiting. 

f  in  the  year  1633,  the  (mall  pox  made  terrible  havock  among  the 
Indians  of  Mattachufets.  Whether  or  no  their  food  and  irregular 
diet  furniihes  greater  quantities  of  the  morbifick  matter,  than  in  more 
temperate  penons,  I  leave  to  phyficians.  They  were  dettituteof  every 
tning,  proper  for  comfort  and  relief,  and  died  in  greater  proportion 
than  is  known  among  the  Englifh.  John  Sagamore  of  Winefimet, 
and  James  of  Lynn,  with  almott  ail  their  people,  died  of  the  dittemper. 
/ill  vv j iters  agree,  that,  a  few  years  before  the  Lnglilh  came  to  New- 
Phmouth,  a  mortal  contagious  dittemper  fwept  away  great  numbers  of 
Indians,  lo  that  fome  tribes  were  in  a  manner  extindt;  the  Mattachufets, 
particularly,  are  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  reduced  from  thirty  thoufand 
to  three  hundred  lighting  men.  The  fmall  pox  proving  lince  fo 
fatal  to  Indians,  cauled  fome  to  fuppofe  that  to  have  been  the  dittem¬ 
per,  but  the  Indians  themfelves  always  gave  a  very  different  account, 
and,  by  their  defcription,  it  was  a  pettilential  putr.d  fever.  In  one 
of  the  voyages,  coile&ed  by  Purchas,  it  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
plague,  and  that  fome  of  the  Indians  which  recovered  fhewed  the  fears 
of  ihe  boil.  Ap  kttance  of  mortality  among  the  Indians  of  Nan¬ 
tucket, 
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In  the  year  1634,  they  thought  proper  to  give  their  1634 
governor  fome  refpite,  Mr.  Dudley  being  choi'en  in  his 
ftead,  and  Roger  Ludlow  deputy  governor. 

Mr.  Haynes,  who  had  lately  come  over,  was  chofen 
to  the  place  of  afiiftant.  The  governor  and  alMants  kept 
the  powers  of  government,  both  legiflative  and  executive, 
very  much  in  their  hands  the  three  firil  years.  The  peo¬ 
ple  began  to  grow  uneafy,  and  the  number  of  freemen 
being  greatly  multiplied,  an  alteration  of  the  conllitution 
feems  to  have  been  agreed  upon  or  fallen  into  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  confent  of  the  towns ;  for  at  a  general  court  for 
elections  in  1634,  twenty  four  of  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  appeared  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  body  of  free¬ 
men,  and,  before  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ma- 

tucket,  in  the  year  1763,  ftrengthens  the  probability  of  their  account 
of  the  diltemper  itfelf  and  of  the  amazing  effeds  of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odober  there  were  belonging  to  the  ifland  of 
Nantucket  about  320  Indians,  of  every  age  and  fex,  in  90  families. 

A  fever  then  began  among  them,  and,  before  the  end  of  January, 
between  260  and  270  perfons  had  been  feized  with  it,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  6  men  and  9  women  only  recovered,  and  but  j  5  families  and  about 
83  fouls  remained,  15  of  which  had  wintered  in  the  ftraits  of  Belleifle 
and  efcaped  the  diilemper..  A  phyfrcian  of  note  fuppofed  this  morta¬ 
lity  to  be  occafioned  by  a  dearth  among  the  Indians  the  two  preceding 
years,  fo  that  they  had  but  little  corn  or  any  other  farinaceous  food, 
and  this  year  had  been  fome  months  without,  which  caufed  them  to 
fall  upon  their  pompions,  fquofhes,  &c.  before  they  were  ripe;  and 
this  food  brought  their  blood  into  a  putrid  and  broken  If  ate.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  Englilh  inhabitants  were  free  from  the  diflemper, 
and  not  one  perfon  died  of  it.  The  in  fed  ion  was  fuppofed,  by  fome, 
to  be  taken  from  an  Irilh  brigantine  ;  but  Mr.  Timothy  Folger,  a  fen- 
iible  gentleman  of  the  ifland,  from  whom  I  received  the  foregoing  ac¬ 
count,  allured  me  there  was  no  room  to  iuppofe  fo,  or  that  it  came 
from  abroad. 

Cur  anceftors  fuppofed  an  immediate  interpofition  of  providence  in 
the  great  mortality  among  the  Indians,  to  make  room  for  the  fettle— 
ment  of  the  Englifh.  I  am  not  inclined  to  credulity,  but  fhould  not 
we  go  into  the  contrary  extreme  if  we  were  to  take  no  notice  of  the 
extindion  of  this  people  in  all  parts  of  the  continent  ?  Jn  fome,  the 
Englifh  have  made  ufe  of  means  the  molt  likely  to  have  prevented  it« 
buT all  to  no  purpofe.  Notwithstanding  their  frequent  ruptures  with- 
the  Englifh,  very  few  comparatively  have  perifhed'  by  wars.  1  hey 
wafle,  they  moulder  away,  and,  as  Charlevoix  lays  of  the  Indians  of 
Canada,  they  disappear. 

C  4  giftrates, 
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1 634  fo1hetTOv',hrC  pe0pleia®ruted  thcIr  >''Sh‘  »  a  greater  (h are 
Kl™'  la"  h*d  hitherto  been  allowed  them, 
power  m  That  none  but  the  general  court  had 

officers  n  mavC  and  laws,  or  to  eied  and  appoint 

fee  re mV,  S0ve.rnor>  deP«y  governor,  affiftants,  treafurer, 

merr  nrt Cap£ains’  Jkwenants,  enfigns,  or  any  of  like  mo- 
a.utt,  orto  remove  ,uch  upon  mifdemeanour,  or  ro  fetout 

‘  rhI  1 l  f nt  P°we«  of  thefe  officers - That  none  but 

a'.dt!diWC°fT  llarh  Power  to  raife  monies  and  taxes, 
SfrSrhT  f  an-dS,VIZLt0giveandconfirm Proprieties.” 
mLiP  rar  6  r$LUtl0lns’  <hey  Pr°ceeded  to  the  eledion  of 

ifidl  he  fn  Then  !hey  further  determined,  “  That  there 
bv  th-Xru  genf 3  courts  held  yearly,,  to  be  fummoned 

with™  rh crn0rrfor  th^  t.,me  being>  a«d  not  to  be  diffolved 

That  nC'°nfntc°fche  rj0r  P3rt  ofthe  court _ _ 

1  ,  £. uia  be  lawfu!  for  the  freemen  of  each  plantation 

m  cnu.e  two  or  three  before  every  general  court,  to  con- 
...  of  and  prepare  fuch  bufinefs  as  by  them  ffiall  be 

perffi-1 1C  r°  ^Khr  °ffat  ^  ^  C0Urt  5  and  that  fucb 

perfons,  as  ffiall  be  hereafter  fo  deputed  by  the  freemen  of 
the  feveral  plantations  to  deal  in  their  behalf  in  the  affairs 
of  tne  commonwealth,  ffiall  have  the  full  power  and  voices 

and  frecTen  der'Ved  t0  them  for  the  making 

*iru  eftab liffiing  or  laws,  granting  of  lands,  &c.  and  to 

•  I  f"1  ah  0t,her  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  wherein 
t  beemen  have  to  do,  the  matter  of  ele&ion  of  maoif- 

trates  and  other  officers  only  excepted,  wherein  every 

fteeman  is  to  give  his  own  voice.” — And  to  ffiow  their 

for  cmTn"  co^f^  imP°fed  3  finc  Upon  ths  CC),urt  of  affiftants 
'P  contiary  £o  an  order  of  the  general  court.* 

,Thf  £C;men  !o  increafed,  that  it  was  imprafti- 
c  ble  to  deoate  and  determine  matters  in  a  body,  it  was 

ro  thdrTr^’  °niCC0Unt  of  tlle  P^ians,  and  prejudicial 
ro  their  private  affairs,  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from  their 

amihes  and  bufinefs;  fo  that  this  reprefentative  body 

foil  in  SrTaS,'5'*  h“d 

.  *  Mail.  Records. 
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Thus  they  fettled  the  legiflative  body,  which,  except  1634 
an  alteration  of  the  npmber  of  general  courts  which  were  J 
foon  reduced  to  two  only  in  a  year,  and  other  not  very 
materia!  circumftances,  continued  the  fame  as  long  as  the 
charter  Jailed.  This  I  fuppofe  was  the  fecond  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  in  any  of  the  colonies.  There  was,  as  has 
been  obferved,  no  exprefs  provifion  for  it  in  the  charter, 
they  fuppofed  the  natural  rights  of  Englifhmen,  referved 
to  them,  implied  it.  In  Virginia,  a  houfe  of  burgefies 
met  firft  in  May  1620.  The  government  in  every  co¬ 
lony,  like  that  of  the  colonies  of  old  Rome,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  effigies  parva  of  the  mother  hate. 

There  was  great  difturbance  in  the  colony  this  year, 
occafioned  by  Roger  Williams,  miniher  of  Salem.  He 
had  been  three  or  four  years  at  Plimouth,  and  for  fome 
time  was  well  eheemed,  but  at  length  advanced  divers  lin¬ 
gular  opinions,  in  which  he  did  not  meet  with  a  concur¬ 
rence,  whereupon  he  delired  a  difmiffion  to  the  church 
of  Salem,  which  was  granted  him.  That  church  had 
invited  him,  upon  his  firft  coming  to  New-England ;  but 
the  governor  and  council  interpofed  with  their  advice, 
and  prevented  his  fettlement  at  that  time.  He  had  re- 
fufed  to  join  in  communion  with  the  church  at  Bofton, 
becaufe  they  would  not  make  a  public  declaration  of  their 
repentance  for  holding  communion  with  the  church  of 
England  whilft  they  lived  there.  He  was  charged  with 
divers  exceptionable  tenets,  as  “  that  it  is  not  lawful  for 
a  godly  man  to  have  communion,  in  family  prayer  or  in 
an  oath,  with  iuch  as  they  judge  unregenerate,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  refufed  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  taught  others  fo 
to  do — that  it  is  not  lawful  for  an  unregenerate  man  to 
pray — that  the  magiftrate  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of 
the  firft  table;”  another  tenet  is  added,  which  ought  not 
to  have  been  ranked  with  the  former,  viz.  “  that  to  pu- 
nifh  a  man  for  any  matters  of  his  confcience  is  perfecu- 
tion  j-.”  The  magiftrates  fent  a  fecond  time  to  the  church 
of  Salem  to  defire  them  to  forbear  calling  him  to  office, 
but  they  refufed  to  hearken  to  their  advice,  and  proceeded 
f  Hubbard. 
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I^34  ordain  him,  Mr.  Skelton,  their  former  minifter,  dyino- 
a  little  before.  Mr.  Williams  caufed  the  church  of  Sa- 
em  to  fend  their  letters  of  admonition  to  the  church  at 
BoRon,  and  to  feveral  other  churches,  accufing  the  ma¬ 
gnates,  which  were  membets  of  them,  of  divers  heinous 
offences,  would  admit  no  church  to  be  pure  but  the 
church  of  Salem  ;  but  at  length,  becaule  the  members  of 
that  church  would  not  feparate  not  only  from  all  the 
churches  in  Old  England,  but  from  all  in  New-England 
alfo,  he  feparated  trom  them  ;  and,  to  make  compleat 
work  of  it,  he  feparated  from  his  own  wife,  and  would 
neither  afk  a  blefting  nor  give  thanks  at  his  meals  if  his 
wife  was  prelent,  becaufe  ftie  attended  the  publick  wor- 
fftip  in  the  church  of  Salem  *.  But  what  gave  juft  ccca- 
•  fion  to  the  civil  power  to  interpofe,  was  his  influencing 
Mr.  Endicor,  one  of  the  magiftrates  and  a  member  of 
his  church,  to  cut  the  crofs  out  of  the  King’s  colours,  as 
being  a  relique  of  antichriftian  fuperftition  f.  A  writer 
of  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  queftions  whether  his  zeal 
would  have  earned  him  fofar,  as  to  refule  to  receive  the 
King’s  coin  becaufe  of  the  crofs  upon  it.  Endeavours 
were  ufed  to  reclaim  him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  at  length 
he  was  banifbed  the  jurifdi<5tion.  Fie  removed  to  the 
iouthward,  to  look  out  for  a  new  fettlement  among  the 
Indians,  and  fixed  upon  a  place  called  by  them  Mofhaw- 
fick,  but  by  him  Providence  j.'.  After  all  that  has  been 
laid  of  the  actions  or  tenets  of  this  perfon  while  he  was 
in  tlie  Maffachuiets,  it  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembred 
to  his  honor,  that,  for  forty  years  after,  inftead  of  Ihew- 
'  in8  any  revengeful  refentment  agai.nft  the  colony  from 
which  he  had  been  banifhed,  he  feems  to  have  been  con¬ 
tinually  employed  in  atfts  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence, 
giving  them  notice,  from  time  to  time,  not  only  of  every 

*  Hubbard . 

•f  Many  of  the  militia  refufed  to  train  with  the  mangled  defaced 
colours.  This  fcruple  afterwards  prevailed,  and  the  crofs  was  left  ouc 
of  the  colours,  and  generally  condemned  as  unlawful. 

.p  T ne  inhabitants  have  a  veneration  for  a  fpring  which  runs  from 
the  hill  into  the  river  above  the  great  bridge.  The  fight  of  this  fpring 
caufed  him  to  Hop  his  canoe  and  land  there. 


motion 


motion  of  the  Indians  over  whom  he  had  very  great  1 6 
influence,  but  alfo  of  the  unjuft  defigns  of  the  Englifh 
within  the  new  colony,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
the  founder  and  governor,  and  continued  the  patron  *. 

Mr. 

*  Mr.  Calender,  in  his  century  fermon  at  Rhode  Jiland,  queftions 
Mr.  Williams’s  ever  profeffing  himfelf  a  baptift :  but  Mr.  Hubbard 
fays,  he  was  rebaptized  at  Providence  by  one  Holman,  and  that  Mr* 
Williams  in  return  baptized  him  and  ten  more,  but  afterwards  re¬ 
nounced  this  fcaptifm,  not  being  able  to  derive  the  authority  of  it  from 
the  apofiles  but  through  the  minilfers  of  the  church  of  England,  whom 
he  judged  to  be  antichriftian.  He  refufed  communion  with  all  chrif- 
tians  of  every  profeffion,  and  conceived  that  God  would  raife  up  new 
apoit'es,  and  expedled  to  be  one  himfelf,  but  afterwards  changed  from 
thefe  principles,  and  would  preach  and  pray  with  all  that  would  hear 
him  without  any  diftinblion.  In  the  year  1677,  he  publifhed  a  defence 
of  fome  fundamental  do&rines  of  chriftianity  againft  the  quakers.  In 
1643  he  went  to  England,  and,  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
obtamed  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  a  charter  of  incorporation  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  plantation  in  Narraghanfet  bay.  He  feems  to  have  been  well 
refpe&ed  in  England,  He  brought  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Maifa- 
chufets  bay,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

To  the  right  worfhipful  the  governor  and  affiftants  and  the  reft 
of  our  worthy  friends  in  the  plantation  of  Maftachufets  bay. 

Our  much  honour’d  friends, 

Taking  notice,  fome  of  us,  of  long  time,  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams 
his  good  afFe&ions  and  confcience,  and  of  his  fufferings  by  our  com¬ 
mon  enemy  and  oppreffors  of  God’s  people  the  prelates ;  as  alfo  of  his 
great  induitry  and  travels  in  his  printed  Indian  labours  in  your  parts 
(the  like  whereof  we  have  not  feen  extant  fiom  any  part  ol  America) 
and  in  which  refpect  it  hath  pleafed  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  grant 
unto  him  and  friends  with  him  a  free  and  abfolute  charter  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment  for  thofe  parts  of  his  abode,  and  withal  forrowfully  refencing, 
that  amongft  good  men  (our  friends)  driven  to  the  ends  of  the  world, 
exercifed  with  the  trials  of  a  wildernefs,  and  who  mutually  give  good 
teftimony  each  of  the  other  (as  we  obferve  you  do  of  him  and  he  abun¬ 
dantly  of  you)  there  fhould  be  fuch  a  diftance.  We  thought  it  ft,  upon 
d  vers  confiderations,  to  profefs  our  great  defires  of  both  your  utmoll 
endeavours  of  nearer  doling  and  of  ready  ex pr effing  thofe  good  af- 
fe&Hns  (which  we  perceive  you  bear  each  to  other)  in  the  adiual  per¬ 
formance  of  all  friendly  offices.  The  rather  becaufe  of  thofe  bad 
neighbours  you  are  likely  to  find  too  too  near  you  in  Virginia,  and  the 
pniriendly  vifits  from  the  Weft  of  England  and  from  Ireland.  That 
feowfpever  it  may  pleafe  the  Mcft  High  to  lhake  our  foundations,  yet 
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i6-,4  ^  Mr.  Endicot  was  fentenced  bv  the  court  «  for  Ms  rifh 

“  hm'ts  ofChisrcotJmiffio  indlfcre£’on’  and  exceeding  the 
“  alfo  di fabled  fn  *  n  ‘°n’  co  Lt  Padly  admonilhed,  and 

weakh  Sth  "fiTo"?  "ny  °®fe  in  thc  - 

protefted  againft  the  nrn^  /  ^  enfuin§” 

der  paffed  for  his  ! dlng  °J tfie  court,  and  an  or- 
he  was  difmiffed.  011tment5  but  u9Qn  his  fubmiffion 

C0ndua  had  bem  r«b,  firft 

dropped  this  vear'fromT3"1!  ”  E,n8land  “”‘il  his  being 
the  oftracifm  of  rh*  pl5e  cf  8overnor>  rhatunlefs 

vueit,  in  many  other  popular  governments,  their  oreat-ft 
benefaftors  have  taken  a  large  potion.  After  he  was  ou^ 

reart  ml’"  t  Was^rueftioned  in  fuch  a  manner,  asap- 

feceLs  'pLC  ter  3grerable  t0  h,m'  concerning  his 

mm  ft  adon  S  u  the  publick  d“ring  hit  ad- 

minutration.  Having  difeharged  himfelf  with  Wir 

he  concludes  h,s  declaJL  and  accost 

y°U' re““We  "d  may  be 

Your  true  and  faithful  friends 
Oliver  St.  John 
Gilbert  Pickerinrr 
Robert  Idarley  ° 

This  letter  nmd  ,j  .  rj'>hn  Gurdon  wnuam  iViafham 

Tove  and  mutual  eorrefpo  n dt ncc^  b  u  ft ut  lef"  h°  8,1  °iJT  f  chriflian 
lay  down  his  dangerous  principle,  of  fePtI  >  Z  r  " 
why  lo  concede  to  him,  or  any  to  nerfuftrftl  f’  faw  »°  /eaton 
and  egrefs,  left  the  peonle  fhnnM  I  ^  a  ^  *  lJee  n^erty  °f  mgrefs 

opinions.  He  dtld^n  Stf  f  awa7  with  futh  erroneous 

*  He  mio  ht  have  ttrr  hU  h  ft  year*  ^  his 
did,  and  given  the  ungrateful  J°ok!  of  a“ourt»,  «  Scipio  Africanus 

in  aiourilhingeftate,  hasbeenkd  outtnTfftfty*  •  A  Co!ony’  now 

My  own  fubftance  is  confumed  '  Seerd  m  undcr™>'  dlred5on* 
but  give  thanks  to  God,  P  “d  °°  m0rS  t!me  in  harangues. 


Cor.  Holland 
John  Blackiftow 
Jfaac  Pennington 
Miles  Corbett 


Northumberland 
P.  Wharton 
Tho.  Barrington 
William  Malham 
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“  In  all  thefe  things,  which  I  offer,  I  refer  myfdf  to  1634 
“  the  wifdom  and  jultice  of  the  court,  with  this  protefta-  6 
“  tion,  that  it  repenteth  me  not  of  my  coft  or  labour  be- 
“  flowed  in  the  fervice  of  this  commonwealth,  but  do 
“  heartily  bids  the  Lord  our  God,  that  he  hath  pleafed 
“  to  honour  me  fo  far,  as  to  call  for  any  thing  he  hath 
“  beftowed  upon  me  for  the  fervice  of  his  church  and 
“  people  here,  the  profperity  whereof  and  his  gracious 
“  acceptance  ihall  be  an  abundant  recompence  to  me. 

“  1  conclude  with  this  one  requeft  (which  in  juftice 
“  may  not  be  denied  me)  that  as  it  ftands  upon  record, 

“  that  upon  the  difcharge  of  my  office  I  was  called  to  ac- 
“  count,  fo  this  my  declaration  may  be  recorded  alfo, 

“  left  hereafter,  when  I  ffiall  be  forgotten,  fome  blemiffi 
“  may  lye  upon  my  pofterity,  when  there  (hall  be  no- 
“  thing  to  clear  it. 

Sept.  4,  1634*.  John  Winthrop.” 

In  the  year  1635-f,  there  was  a  great  addition  made  16  *5 
to  the  numbers  of  inhabitants ;  among  others  Mr.  Vane., 
afterwards  Sir  Henry  Vane,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  colony  on  the  3d  of  March;  and  at  the  lame  time 
Mr.  Harlakenden,  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and 
eftate.  There  were  many  others,  as  Mr.  Bellingham, 

Mr.  Dummer,  of  the  magiftrates  ;  Mr.  R.  Mather,  Mr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Shepard,  and  Mr.  Peters,  of  the  mini  Iters, 
who  came  over  in  this  and  the  lalt  year,  determined  to 
take  up  their  abode,  and  many  other  perfons  of  figure 

*  Mr.  Winthrop,  about  this  time,  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Vv  arwick,  congratulating  the  fuccefs  of  the  plantation,  and  offering 
his  affiftance  in  their  proceedings.  Hubbard. 

f  Mr.  Maverick,  the  miniiter  of  Dorchelier,  died  the  third  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1635,  aged  about  60.  Hubbard. 

In  the  Ipring  of  1634,  they  firft  turned  their  thoughts  to  fortifying 
the  harbour  of  Bollon.  Mr.  Winthrop,  the^  governor,  and  8  or  10 
of  the  principal  men,  went  down  to  what  is  now  called  caltle  ifl.tnd  in 
a  coat,  the  day  being  warm  and  pleafanc,  the  winter  as  they  fuppofed 
breaking  up,  but  they  were  furprized  by  a  north -welter,  and  the  cold 
fo  great  as  to  freeze  all  up,  fo  as  chat  for  a  day  and  a  night  they  could 
riOs  get  off  the  iiland,  and  were  forced  to  lodge  upon  the  ground  and 
ia  heaps  to  prevent  freezing,  Jdjnfon. 
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1635  and  diftinftion  were  expeflcd  to  come  over,  fome  of  which 

are  aid  to  have  been  prevented  by  exprefs  order  of  the 
King,  as  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Arthur  Hafle- 
Oliver  Cromwell,  &c.  I  know  this  is  queftioned 
y  l°n^e  authors,  but  it  appears  plainly  by  a  letter  from 
.Lord  ^ay  ana  Seal  to  Mr.  Vane,  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cotton  to  the  fame  nobleman,  as  I  take  it,  though  his 
Dame  is  not  mentioned,  and  an  anfwer  to  certain  demands 
made  by  him,  that  his  Lordfhip  himfelf  and  L,ord  Brooke 
and  others  were  not  without  thoughts  of  removing  to 
New-England,  and  that  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality 
were  in  treaty  about  their  removal  alfo,  but  undetermined 
whether  to  join  the  Mafifachufets  or  to  fettle  a  new  co¬ 
lony.  By  the  charter,  the  number  of  affiftants  might  be 
eighteen,  but  hitherto  they  had  chofen  a  lefs  number, 
from  6  to  9,  which  left  room,  as  any  gentleman  of  dif- 
tin&ion  came  over,  to  admit  him  to  a  fhare  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  without  leaving  out  any  of  the  former  affiftants. 

It  appears,  by  the  demands  juft  mentioned,  that  fome 
of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners  of  that  day  had, 
what  appears  at  this  day  to  be  very  ftrange,  apprehenfions 
of  the  relation  they  fhould  ftand  in  to  Great  Britain,  after 
their  removal  to  America.  iVlany  of  the  propofals  were 
fuch,  as  imply  that  they  thought  themfelves  at  full  li¬ 
berty*  without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  to  eftablifh 
fiuh  fort  of  government  as  they  thought  proper,  and  to 
form  a  new  [fate  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  as  if 
they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  were  making  their 
firft  entrance  into  civil  fociety.  The  importance  of  the 
colonies  to  the  nation  was  not  fully  underftood  and  con- 
fidered.  Perhaps  the  party,  which  then  prevailed  in 
England,  would  have  been  content  to  have  been  rid  of 
the  heads  of  what  was  deemed  a  faftion  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  had  no  further  connexion  with  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  fentiment,  in  perfons  of  fuch  figure 
and  diftinfbion,  will  in  a  great  meafure  excufe  the  fame 
miftake  which  will  appear  to  have  been  made  by  our  firft 
fettlers,  in  many  inftances  in  the  courfe  of  our  hiftory. 
The  anfwer  made  to  the  demands  feems  not  to  have  been 
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fatisfa&ory,  for  thefe  Lords  and  gentlemen,  foon  after,  1635 
again  turned  their  thoughts  to  Connefticur,  where  they 
were  expected  to  arrive  every  year,  until  after  1640* * * §. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  chofen  governor  for  this  year,  and 
Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor ;  Mr.  Dummer  and 
Mr.  Haugh  were  added  to  the  afliflants  -f\  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  plantation,  being  fo  much  increafed,  found 
it  difficult  to  pitch  upon  convenient  places  for  fettlemenrs. 

Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Cotton  v\ere  defervedly  in  high 
elleem  ;  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  were  ftrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  one  of  them,  and  iome  to  the  other.  The 
great  influence,  which  Mr.  Cotton  had  in  the  colony, 
inclined  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  to  remove  to  fome 
place  more  remote  from  Bofton  than  Newtown.  Befides, 
they  alledged,  as  a  reafon  for  their  removal,  that  they 
were  ftraitened  for  room,  and  thereupon  viewed  divers 
places  on  the  fea-coaft,  but  were  not  iatisfied  with  them. 
Three  or  four  perfons,  had,  fome  time  before  travelled 
weft  ward  into  the  country  an  hundred  miles  upon  difeo- 
very,  until  they  ftruck  a  great  river,  which  afterwards  they 
found  to  be  Connecticut  or  the  frefh  river,  where  there 
were  many  fpots  of  interval  land,  and  land  in  other  refpeCts 
to  be  defired  for  fettlement.  The  Dutch  at  the  Manha- 
dos  had  fome  knowledge  of  this  place,  and  had  given 
intimations  of  it  to  the  people  of  new  Plimouth  with 
whom  they  had  commerce,  but  Plimouth  government 
kept  their  intelligence  fecret  §.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Win- 
flow  of  New-Piimouth  Sept.  26,  1 633,  mentions  their 
having  been  up  the  river.  They  forbad  the  Dutch  mak- 

*  See  the  Appendix. 

f  Mr.  Ludlow  aiming  at  the  governor’s  place  the  year  before,  and 
being  difappointed,  had  protefted  again!!  the  choice  ;  which  fo  offended 
the  freemen,  that  this  year  they  left  him  out  of  the  magiliracy.  He 
removed  loon  after  to  Conne&icut. 

+  In  the  year  1633.  Thefe  were  John  Oldham  before-mentioned, 

Samuel  Hall  and  others.  Hubbard. 

§  The  commiffioners  of  the  uniced  colonies,  in  a  declaration  again!!  • 
the  Dutch  in  1653,  fay,  that  “Mr.  V/inilow,  one  of  the  commiifion- 
ers  for  Plimouth,  difeovered  the  frefh  river  when  the  Dutch  had 
neither  trading  houfe  nor  any  pretence  to  a  foot  of  land  there.’31 
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*6 3 5  ing  any  fettlements  there,  and  fet  up  a  trading  houfe  thern- 
felves  *,  The  governor  of  the  Mafiachufets  alio,  this 
year  1 635,  fent  a  bark  round  the  cape  to  the  Dutch  gover¬ 
nor,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  King  had  granted  the  river 
and  country  of  Connecticut  to  his  own  fubjeCts,  and  de¬ 
fined  him  to  forbear  building  any  where  thereabouts. 
This  river  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  pitched  upon  as 
the  mod  likely  place  to  accommodate  them.  The  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  lad  year  (1634)  they  intended  to  remove, 
and  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  -f\  Of  21  members  of 
the  lower  houfe,  15  were  for  their  removal j  but  of  the 
magiftrates,  the  governor  and  two  afiidants  only  were  for 
it,  the  deputy  governor  Mr.  Winthrop  and  the  red  of 
the  afiidants  againd  it ;  but  dill,  as  the  lower  houfe  was 
fo  much  more  numerous  than  the  upper,  the  major  part 
of  the  whole  court  was  for  it.  This  divifion  was  the  cc- 
cafion  of  fird  darting  the  quedion  about  the  negative 
voice.  The  deputies  or  reprefentatives  infided  that  the 
voice  oi  a  major  part  of  the  afiidants  was  not  neceflary. 
The  afiidants  rtfufed  to  give  up  their  right,  and  the  bu- 
fmefs  was  at  a  dand.  The  whole  court  agreed  to  keep  a 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  feek  the  divine  direction 
in  all  the  congregations  in  the  colony,  and  to  meet  again 
the  next  week  after.  At  the  opening  of  the  court,  Mr. 
Cotton  preached  from  Hag.  II.  4.  “  Yet  now  be  drong  O 
Zerubbabel,  faith  the  Lord,  and  be  drong  O  Jofhua  the 
Ion  of  Jofedech  the  high  pried,  and  be  drong  all  ye  people 
of  the  land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  1  am  with  you, 
faith  the  Lord  of  hods*5’  His  fermion  was  as  pertinent  to 
the  occafion  as  his  text,  and  prevailed  upon  the  deputies 
to  give  up  the  point  at  that  time  J.  Here  was  a  crifis, 
when  the  patric  ians,  if  I  may  fo  dile  them,  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  lofing  great  part  of  their  weight  in  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  may  feem  a  matter  of  lefs  confequence  than  it 

4 

*  Hubbard . 

t  It  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  that  they  were  all  mu¬ 
tually  bound  to  one  another  by  the  oath  of  a  freeman  as  well  as  the 
origin  >1  compact,  fo  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  feparate  without  the  con- 
ient  of  the  whole. 

t  Hubbard. 

2  would 
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would  have  been,  if  the  office  of  affiftant  had  by  charter  1635 
been  hereditary  or  even  for  life  *,  but  the  affiftants,  aided 
by  the  elders  who  had  great  influence  with  the  people, 
were  in  a  good  meafure  fecure  of  their  places.  It  was 
by  the  fame  aid  that  they  now  carried  the  point  again  ft 
the  plebeians.  There  was  no  occafion  for  prodigies  or 
other  arts  of  the  priefts  of  old  Rome.  A  judicious  dif- 
courfe  from  a  well  cholen  text  was  more  rational*  and  had 
a  more  lading  effedt. 

There  were  fome  circumftances  very  difeouraging ; 
particularly  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dutch  on  the  one 
fide,  and  fome  intelligence  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
Pequod*  Indians  on  the  other,  and  of  their  having  killed 
Capt.  Stoneand  his  company  as  he  was  going  up  the  river; 
but  they  could  not  be  fatisfled  until  they  had  accomplifhed 
their  intentions  and  obtained  the  leave  of  the  court. 

They  met  with  a  new  company,  which  arrived  this  year, 
who  purchafed  their  eftates  and  fettled  at  Newtown  in  their 
dead,  with  Mr.  Shepard  for  their  minifter.  They  did  not 
take  their  departure  until  June  the  next  year,  and  then 
about  an  hundred  perfons  in  the  firft  company,  fome  of 
them  had  lived  in  fplendour  and  delicacy  in  England,  fet 
out  on  foot  to  travel  an  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  mi'es 
with  their  wives  and  children,  near  a  fortnight’s  journey, 
having  no  pillars  but  Jacob’s,  and  no  canopy  but  the 
heavens,  a  wildernefs  to  go  thro’  without  the  leaft  culti¬ 
vation,  in  moft  places  no  path  nor  any  marks  to  guide 
them,  depending  upon  the  compafs  to  fteer  by,  many 
hideous  fwamps  and  very  high  mountains,  befide  five  or 
fix  rivers  or  different  parts  of  the  fame  winding  river  (the 
Chickapi)  not  every  where  fordable,  which  they  could 
not  avoid.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lands,  they  were  going 
to,  were  evidently  without  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Mafifa- 

*  I  fuppofe  the  chief  country  of  the  Pequods  to  be  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  Sconing'on,  towards  New-London,  which  is 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  what  was  properly  Pequod  river.  The  chief 
Sachem  was  calied  Tatobam,  a  very  iiout  fellow.  Taiobam  hated 
the  Englilh,  and  was  ever  moving  the  other  Indians  to  joia  with  hiip. 
again  ft  them.  Wirf  anf.  to  Gorton . 
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1 635  chufets ;  neverthelefs  they  took  a  commiffion  from  the 
authority  of  that  colony  to  govern  in  Connecticut.  There 
are  other  inftances,  which  fhew  that  they  fuppofed  they 
retained  iome  authori  y  over  their  inhabitants,  even 
when  out  of  the  limits  of  the  colony 

The  Plimouth  people,  notwithftanding  the  French 
piracy  in  1632,  kept  poffeflion  of  their  houfe  at  Penob- 
fcot,  and  carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians  ;  but  in  \ 635, 
Rolfillon,  commander  of  a  French  fort  at  La  Have  upon 
the  Nova  Scotia  fhore,  fent  a  French  man  of  war  to  Pe- 
noblcot,  which  took  poffeffion  of  the  trading  houfe  and 
ail  the  goods.  The  French  gave  their  bills  for  the  goods, 
and  fent  away  all  the  men.  The  commander  wrote  to  the 
governor  of  Plimouth,  that  he  had  orders  to  difplace  all 
the  Englifh  as  far  as  Pemaquid,  but  to  thole  weft- 
ward  he  would  fhew  all  courtefy.  ThePlimouth  govern¬ 
ment,  who  fuppofed  they  had  good  right  to  the  place,  were 
not  willing  to  put  up  the  injury  quietly,  and  hired  a  large 
ill  ip  of  feme  force,  the  Hope  of  Ipfwich  in  England, 
- Girling,  commander,  to  difplace  the  Erench.  Gir¬ 
ling  was  to  have  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  effected  it. 
A  barque  with  20  men  was  fent  with  him  as  a  tender. 
But  the  French,  having  notice  of  the  defign,  fortified  the 
place,  and  Girling  having  near  fpent  his  ammunition,  fent 

f  They  were  reduced  to  great  extremity,  thefhft  winter;  their  pro- 
vifions  being  detained  at  the  river’s  mouth,  by  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  the  ftream  being  frozen  all  the  way.  Some  fcattered  down  to¬ 
wards  the  month  of  the  river,  others  ventured  thro’  the  woods  back  to 
the  Bay,  one  or  two  of  whom  perifhed.  A  few  only  remained  to  look 
after  the  cattle,  many  of  which  were  loll.  Hubbard, 

Several  authors,  and  Douglafs  among  the  reft,  .fuppofe  this  fettle- 
ment  to  have  been  began  bv  the  more  rigid  brethren  who  feparated 
from  the  reft..  I  queftion  whether  they  had  any  grounds  for  their  fup- 
pofition.  The  peculiar  tenets  of  Mr.  Vane  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  did 
rsotprevai!  until  1.636.  Mr.  Hooker  oppofed  them.  “  A.  copy  of 
Mr.  Vane’s  expreftions  at  Roxbury,  I  define  to  fee  and  receive  by  the 
next  meft'enger. — 1  bafe  heard  my  brother  Eliot  is  come  about  to  this 
opinion  ;  l  have  writ  to  him  about  it.  I  would  fain  come  to  a  bandy, 
where  1  might  be  a  little  rude  in  the  bufinefs,  for  1  do  as  verily  be- 
iiwve  it  to  be  falfe,  as  Fdo  believe  any.  article  of  my  faith  to  be  true. 
Hooker  to  Shepard, 
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the  barque  to  the  Maffachufets  for  aid.  Two  perfons  162 5 
came  from  Plimouth  alfo  to  treat  about  ir,  and  the  court  '  ? 
agreed  to  affift  their  neigiibours  by  a  fubfeription  among 
themfelves;  but  provifion  was  fo  fcarce,  that  there  could 


not  fufficient  be  had,  fuddenly,  to  fit  out  an  expedition 
of  an  hundred  men  only  ;  fo  the  matter  was  deferred  to 
a  further  time,  and  Girling  returned,  leaving  the  French 


in  poffeffion,  which  they  continued  until  1654. 

The  fituation  the  colony  was  in  at  this  time  muft  have 
given  them  a  threatning  profpeef ;  die  French  on  their 
borders  on  one  fide,  the  Dutch  on  the  other,  the  Indians 
in  the  midft  reftraii;ed  only  by  want  of  union  among 
themfelves  from  breaking  up  all  fettLments,  they  being 
utterly  ddenceleis.  x 

This  year  Mr.  Winthrop,  jun.  returned  from  England, 
whither  he  had  gone  the  year  before,  and  brought  a  com- 
miffion  *,  from  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  Lord  Brook 
and  others,  to  be  their  governor  of  their  plantation  at 
Connecticut.  A  fort  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
known  by  the  name  of  Saybrook  fort.  He  brought  alfo 
a  number  of  men  with  arms  ammunition  and  ftores,  and 
two  thoufand  pounds  in  money  to  bring  forward  a  fettle- 
nient.  This  commiffion  interfered  with  the  intended  fet- 
tlements  by  the  Maffachufets ;  notwithftanding  that,  as 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  had  poffeffed 
themfelves  of  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  at  Weathersfield 
below  Hartford  where  Mr.  Llooker  and  his  company 
fettled,  the  agents  for  the  Lords,  being  well  difpofed  to 
promote  the  general  good,  permitted  thefe  fettlers  quietly 
to  enjoy  their  poffeffions.  The  f irtrefs  below  firuck 
terror  into  the  Indians,  and  quieted  the  minds  of  the 
Englifh.  Plimouth  was  diffatisfied  with  being  thus  fup- 
planted  by  the  Maffachufets  (the  Dorchefter  men  as  I 
fuppoie  having  pitched  upon  the  fpot  where  Plimouth  had 

.  *  How  can  we  account  for  it  that  they  fliou’d  imagine  they  had  a 
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1635  built  a  trading  houfe,  and,  as  they  alledged,  had  pur* 
chafed  the  lands  of  the  Indians)  and  demanded  an  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  or  part  of  the  land.  There  was  great  dan¬ 
ger  oi  a  warm  contention  between  the  two  colonies,  but 
at  length  the  Dorchefter  men  made  fuch  offers  of  fatis- 
faftjon  that  Plimouth  accepted  them.  The  Dutch  alio 
lent  home  to  Holland  for  inflrudions,  intending  to 
maintain  their  claim  to  the  river  or  the  place  where  they 
had  poffeffion  ;  but  upon  a  treaty  afterwards  with  the 
commilfioners  of  the  united  colonies,  they  quitted  all 
claim  to  all  parts  of  the  river,  refigning  it  up  to  the 
Enghfh  f. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon,  having  been 
at  more  expence  and  taken  more  pains  than  any  other 
members  of  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth,  and  per¬ 
ceiving  no  prolpedl  of  any  equivalent  return,  and  fear¬ 
ing  from  the  great  clamour  in  the  nation  againft  mo¬ 
nopolies  that  they  fhould  e’er  long  be  forced  to  refign  up 
their  grand  charter,  they  entered  this  year  upon  a  new 
projebt,  viz.  to  procure  a  general  governor  for  the  whole 
country  of  New- England  to  be  forthwith  fent  over,  and 
becaufe  the  Malfachufets  charter  ftood  in  their  way  they 
endeavoured  a  revocation  of  it,  that  fo  the  whole  from  St. 
Croix  to  Maryland  might  be  brought  under  the  lame  form 
of  government.  The  fettlement  of  the  Dutch  at  Manha- 
dos,  which  lay  within  thofe  limits,  both  then  and  at  all 
other  times  was  confidered  by  the  Englifh  court  as  an 
intrufion,  as  indeed  it  was*.  In  June,  letters  were  re¬ 
ceived 

-f-  Hubbard. 

*  In  1609  Henry  Hud  Ton  an  Engiifhman,  from  feme  mi  fund  er- 
ftanding  between  the  Eail-India  company  and  him,  engaged  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  On  his  return  from  the  ftraights  and  bay  which  bear 
his  name,  he  made  the  frit  difeovery  of  Iludfop’s  river  and  went  up 
as  farasAurania  (Albany)  or  near  to  ir.  The  Dutch,  a  few  years  after, 
built  a  Email  houfe  or  fort  there  for  the  fake  of  trade,  pretending  no 
title  to  the  country.  It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Englifh  who  came 
to  New  Plimouth  intended  in  1620  to  have  fettled  there.  Negletfed 
by  the  Englifh  court,  the  Dutch  began  a  fettlement  foon  after.  It  has 
been  fometimes  urged,  that  the  line  of  the  Malfachufets  charter 
which  extends  to  the  South  Sea  or  until  it  meets  the  fcttlcments  of 
fome  other  chriftian  prince  or  ilate,  was  fo  cxprdl'ed,  from  a  particu- 
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ceived  from  Lord  Say,  advifing  that  petitions  had  been  1635 
prefered  to  the  King  and  to  the  Lords  of  the  council,  by 
the  Duke  of  Lenox,  Marquis  of  Hamilton  and  divers 
other  noblemen,  together  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
Capt.  Mafon,  but  conceived  to  be  the  project  of  Sir  F. 
Gorges  only.  That,  to  the  Lords,  was  as  follows,  viz. 
cc  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips, 

“  Whereas  it  pleafed  your  Lordfhips  to  give  orders 
“  to  S.r  Ferdinando  Gorges  to  confer  with  fuch  as  were 
“  chiefly  interefted  in  the  plantation  of  New-England,  to 
“  reLlve  whether  they  would refign wholly  to  hisMajefty 
“  the  patent  of  New-England,  and  to  leave  to  hisMajefty 
<c  and  his  council  the  foie  management  of  the  public 
-c  affairs,  with  refervation  of  every  man’s  right  foimerly 
“  granted  ;  or  whether  they  would  ftand  to  the  faid  pa- 
“  tent,  and  profecute  the  bufinefs  among  themfelves,  and 
‘c  have  the  faid  patent  renewed,  with  the  reformation  or 
<c  addition  of  fuch  things  as  fhould  be  found  expedient. 

“  We  whofe  names  are  here  underwritten,  being  intereft> 
ed  in  that  buflrefs,  do  humbly  fubmit  to  his  Majefty’s 
<c  pleafure  to  do  therewith  as  he  pleafeth.  But  withal 
“  we  humbly  deflre,  that,  upon  our  refignation  of  our 
faid' patent,  his  Majefty  being  todifpofe  of  the  whole 
“  country  feverally  and  immediately  from  himfelf,  thofe 
<c  divifionsupon  the  fea-coaft,  that  are  hereunder  defigned, 
cc  may  be  inftantly  confirmed  andbefto^ed  by  newgrants 
“  from  his  Majefty  unto  u%  to  be  holden  of  his  Majefty, 

<c  paying  the  fifth  par$,  &c.  and  with  the  privilege 

lar  regard  to  this  Dutch  fettlement,  and  that  a  line  to  extend  to  the 
Sp^niih  lettlements  was  too  extravagant  to  have  been  intended  ;  but 
the  Dutch  were  never  allowed  by  the  Englifli  ro  have  any  title  to  the 
country,  and  at  the  time  of  granting  the  charter,  there  were  only  a 
few  llragglers  tnere.  Cromwell  and  the  parliament  before  him  con- 
fidered  them  as  intruders,  and  blamed  the  Englifh  colonies  that  they 
had  not  extirpated  them.  The  geography  of  this  part  of  America  was 
lefs  underdood  than  it  is  at  prefenu  A  line  to  the  Spanifh  fettlernents 
was  imagined  to  be  much  fhorter  than  it  really  was.  Some  of  Cham-r 
piain  s  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lad  century,  who  had  been 
but  a  few  days  on  a  march  from  Quebeck,  returned  with  great  joy, 
luppofing  that  from  the  top  of  a  high  mountain  they  had  difeovered 
:Jie  South-Sea. 
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<€  0i_  ^'e  patent  and  inch  farther  royalties  as  the  Lord 
t  L>alr.i a jore  hath  in  hi  patent  for  the  country  of  Ma- 
rylano  ;  faving  only,  that  we  fhould  fubmit  curfelves 
*  ro  ^K-  gen  ra!  governor  now  prefently  to  beeftablifhed 
&  by  his  !\iajefty  for  the  whole  country,  and  after  his 
C  deceafe  or  other  determination  o'  his  office,  that  then, 
ii cm  the  Lords  of  his  province,'  there  may  be  an 
eh.cbcn  of  three  by  lot,  which  faid  three  pc  ions  fo 
fo  eleded  fhall  be  prefentedto  the  King,  that  out  of 
the  number,  one  may  be  chofen  bv  his  Majefty  to 
fucceed  in  rhe  place  or  the  general  governor,  who 
ftodl,  in  pebon,  or  by  ins  iufficient  deputy,  rC  !e  in 
the  country  during  the  ipace  of  three  years  only, 
<6  and  fo  from  three  years  to  three  years  another  gover- 
<c  nor  to  be  chofen  fucceffively,  and  the  old  governor  to 
be  left  out  of  the  lot  of  choice.55 
I  he  propofed  divifions  of  the  twelve  provinces  were 
ns  follows  :  The  fir  ft,  was  from  St.  Croix  to  Pemaquid  ; 
the  lecond,  from  Pemaquid  to  Sagadehoc  ;  the  third, 
contained  the  land  between  the  rivers  Amarafcoggin  and 
Kenebeck  ;  the  fourth,  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Sagade- 
bock  to  Pi  feat  aqua  ;  the  fifth,  from  Pi  feat  aqua  to 
Naumkeak  j  the  fixth,  from  Naumkeak,  round  the  fea* 
toail  by  Cape  Cod,  to  Nataganfet ;  the  feventh,  from 
Naraganfet  to  the  half-way  bound  betwixt  that  and  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  and  fo  fifty  miles  up  into  the  coun:ry  j 
the  eighth,  from  the  half-way  bound  to  Connecticut  ri¬ 
ver,  and  fo  fifty  miles  into  the  country  ;  the  ninth,  from 
Connecticut  river  along  the  fea-coaft  to  Hudfon’s  river, 
ar,t!  to  up  thirty  miles;  the  tenth,  from  the  thirty  miles 
end  to  crols  up  forty  miles  eaftvvard  ;  the  eleventh,  from 
the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river  thirty  miles  up  the  coun¬ 
try  towards  the  40th  degree,  where  New  England  be- 
ginnech  ;  the  twe!fth,  from  the  end  of  the '30  miles  up 
the  faid  river,  northward  thirty  miles  farther,  and  from 
thence  to  crofs  into  the  land  forty  miles.  And  out  of 
every  one  of  thefe  provinces  was  5000  acres  to  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  certain  perfons  there  named,  in  lieu  of  fome  former 
grants  made  to  each  of  them  in  thofe  divifions  which  they 

were 
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were  now  to  furrender,  and  to  hold  to  each  man  his  5000  1635 
acres  in  fee  of  the  Lord  of  the  province.  And  the  Lord 
of  every  one  of  thofe  twelve  provinces  was  to  fend  the  lame 
year  ten  men,  with  the  general  governor,  well  provided. 

To  all  which  was  added, 

<■<  iT  is  humbly  de fired  that  your  Lorddiips  would  be 

plea  fed  to  order  thefe  things  following 

i  Xhat  the  patent  for  the  plantation  of  the  IVTafla- 
chufets-  Bay  may  be  revoked,  anci  that  all  thofe  who  have 
any  other  grants  within  any  of  thefe  provinces,  whether 
they  have  planted  or  not  upon  any  part  of  the  fame,  yet 
they  fli all  enjoy  their  lands,  laying  downtheii  jura  regalia, 
if  they  had  any,  and  paying  fome  reafonable  acknowledg¬ 
ment  as  freeholders  to  the  Lord  of  the  province  of  whom 
they  are  now  to  take  new  grants  of  their  faid  lands;  and 
in  cafe  any  of  their  lands  dial!  be  found,  having  exorbitant 
bounds,  to  have  been  unlawfully  obtained,  they  (hall  be 
reduced  to  a  lefier  proportion,  as  may  be  fit  for  toe  grantor 
who  is  undertaker,  under  the  direction  of  Sii  pe’dinando 
Gorges.  And  if  the  grantee  (hall  be  any  ways  refractory, 
and  refufe  to  furrender  and  hold  anew  of  the  laid  Lo»d 
of  the  province,  that  then  your  Lordfhips  will  take  ordei 
by  fuch  courfe,  as  "law  will  permit,  to  make  void  the  lanic. 

2.  That  every  river,  which  parts  two  provinces,  fhau 
equally  belong  half  way  over  to  the  provinces  they  lie 
contiguous  unto. 

3.  That  the  iflands  upon  the  fea-coaft,  or  within  trip 
river  of  a.  y  province  being  not  here  named,  fhall  belong 

to  the  province  they  lie  neared  unto, 

4.  That  there  is  offered  to  your  Lordfhips  confide- 
raiion  the  building  of  a  city  for  the  feat  of  the  governor  ; 
unto  which  city  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land  may  be  al¬ 
lotted  befides  the  divifions  above  mentioned.  .  And  that 
every  one,  who  is  to  have  any  of  thefe  provinces,  fhad 
be  at  the  charge  of  fending  over  with  the  governor  ten 
men,  towards  the  building  of  the  faid  city,  wherein  eveiy 
luch  adventurer  fhall  not  only  have  his  {hare  of  the  trade 
and  buildings,  but  alio  fhall  have  all  other  fruit  of  me 
ten  men’s  labour  fent  as  aforefa:d. 
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l^35  m  Moreover^  there  is  humbly  dedicated,  to  the  founda* 
tion  or  a  church  in  the  faid  city  and  maincainance  of  cler¬ 
gymen  to  ferve  in  the  laid  church,  10,000  acres  of  land 
,  near  adjoining  to  the  faid  city.55 

The  petition  to  the  King  was  of  this  form  : 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

It  is  humbly  defired  by  the  Dauke  of  Lenox, &c.  an¬ 
cient  patentees  and  adventurers  in  the  plantation  of 
New-England,  that  forafmuch  as  they  are  now  pre- 
<c  lently  to  join  in  the  furrender  to  your  Majefty  of  the 
grand  patent  of  their  corporation,  that  your  royal  Ma- 
“  jefty  will  be  gracioufty  inclined  to  give  order  to  your 
“  attorney  general,  to  draw  feveral  patents  of  fuch  par- 
cc  cels  of  land  as  by  their  mutual  conlent  have  been  allot- 
<c  ted  to  them,  and  to  have  the  fame  patents  prepared  fit 
“  for  your  royal  fignature,  with  fuch  titles,  privileges  and 
“  immunities  as  have  been  heretofore  granted,  either  to 
cc  them  or  to  any  other  by  your  Majefty  or  by  your 
£C  late  royal  father  King  James  of  bleffed  memory, 
cc  with  reservations  of  appeal  to  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
cc  of  the  territories,  in  cafes  reafonabie;  that,  they  know- 
“  ing  their  own  intereft,  may  be  the  better  able  to  plant 
<c  and  govern  them  to  your  Majefty 5s  honour,  their  parti- 
£C  cular  profit,  and  their  people’s  civil  government  and 
“  faithful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  your  facred  Majefty 
April  6,  1635. 

A  copy  of  fome  grant  or  agreement  concerning  one  of 
the  provinces  toCapt.  Mafbn  was  fent  over,  figned  Lenox, 
Hamilton,  Arundel  and  Surry,  Carlifle,  Stirling,  Edward 
Gorges,  Ferd.  Gorges.  Attefted  by  Thomas  Maydwd], 
Nor.  Pub.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton 
and  the  Earl  of  Stirling  both,  obtained  the  like  inftruments, 
and  it  is  poftihle  all  the  others  might  alfo.  It  is  not  mate¬ 
rial,  at  this  day,  whether  they  did  or  not.  It  is  certain, 
that  above  an  hundred  years  are  paft,  and  no  pofieffion 
taken,  or  improvements  made  by  them  or  their  aftigns  in 
confequence  thereof ;  and  all  the  territory  is  either  included 
in  other  grants,  fome  made  before  this  furrender,  by  the 
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council  itfelf,  and  iome  made  fince  by  the  crown,  or  has  1625 
been  purchafed  of  the  natives,  which,  if  done  bond  fide* 
fo  far  as  refpects  the  property,  has  been  thought  by  fome 
to  be  the  be  Pc  title  *. 

In  the  year  1636,  Mr.  Vane  was  chofen  governor,  1636 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Harlakenden, 
who  came  in  the  fame  fhip  with  Mr.  Vane,  was  added  to 
the  affiftants.  The  people  of  the  colony  very  early  difco- 
vered  that  they  were  not  without  difpofition  to  novelty 
and  change.  It  was  not  merely  out  of  policy  to  encou¬ 
rage  ethers,  that  they  took  early  notice  of  fuch  as  came 
over  from  year  to  year.  Befides  this  motive,  they  were 
eafily  captivated  with  the  appearance  only  of  wifdom  and 
piety,  profeffions  of  a  regard  to  liberty  and  of  a  ftrong 
attachment  to  the  public  intereft.  '  Mr.  Haynes,  who 
leemed  to  ftand  moft  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  had 
left  the  colony  and  was  fettled  at  Connedticut,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop  wrould  have  had  a  good  profpecl  of  recovering 
his  former  fhare  of  the  people’s  favour,  if  Mr.  Vane’s 
grave  folemn  deportment,  although  he  was  not  then 
above  24  or  25  years  of  age,  had  not  engaged  almofl:  the 
whole  colony  in  his  favour.  There  was  a  great  friend- 
fhip  between  Mr.  Cotton  and  him,  which  feems  to  have 
continued  to  the  laft-f.  He  had  great  refpedl  fhewn  hiir^ 
at  firfr.  He  took  more  ftate  upon  him  than  any  gover¬ 
nor  had  ever  done  before.  When  he  went,  either  to  court 
or  to  church,  four  ferjeants  walked  before  him  with  their 
halberds.  His  ad  mini  ft  ration  for  feveral  months  met 
with  great  applaufe.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 

*  Mention  is  made  by  Hubbard  of  a  ftorm  Aug.  13,  1635,  which 
by  his  defeription  was  more  violent  than  any  that  has  ever  happened 
fince.  Many  houfes  were  blown  down,  and  many  more  uncovered, 
the  Indian  corn  every  where  beat  down  to  the  ground  fo  as  not  to  rife 
again  :  The  tide  rofe  twenty  feet  perpendicular.  At  Naraganfet,  the 
Indians  were  obliged  to  betake  themielves  to  the  trees,  and  yet  many 
of  them  were  drowned,  the  tide  of  flood  returning  before  the  ufual 
time  for  it. 

t  A  fmall  houfe  which  he  lived  in,  at  the  fide  of  the  hill  above 
Queen-flreet,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  made  an  addition  to  it  af¬ 
ter  Mr,  Vane  went  away,  and  lived  and  died  there. 
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1 63 6 people  grew  diicontented.  He  perceived  it,  and  grew 
weary  of  the  government.  Receiving  ietreis  from  Lon¬ 
don  in  December,  urging  Im  return  home,  he  firft  com¬ 
municated  them  to  the  council  and  then  called  the  ge¬ 
neral  court  together  to  aik  their  confent  to  hi  q  fitting  the 
adminiftration.  He  declare  I  to  them  the  r>.  ceffity  of  his 
departure,  and  fuch  of  the  coun  ii,  as  had  feen  the  let¬ 
ters,  affirmed  that  the  reaions  were  very  urgent,  but  not 
fit  to  be  imparted  to  the  whole  court.  The  court  took 
time  until  the  morning  to  confider,  when  one  of  the  af- 
fi Hants  lamenting  the  lofs  of  -fuch  a  governor  in  a  time  of 
inch  danger,  both  from  French  and  Indian  ,  the  gover¬ 
nor  burft  into  tears  and  proieffed  that  howioever  the  caufes 
propounded  for  his  departure  did  concern  the  utter  ruin 
of  his  outward  eftate,  yet  he  would  rather  have  hazarded 
all  than  gone  from  them  at  fuch  a  time,  if  fomething  elfe 
had  not  preffed  him  more,  viz.  the  inevitable  danger  of 
God’s  judgments,  which  he  feared  were  coming  upon 
them  for  the  differences  and  diffentions  which  he  ihw 
amongft  them,  and  the  fcandaious  imputation  brought 
upon  himfelf,  as  if  he  fhould  be  the  caufe  of  all,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  was  befit  for  him  to  give  place  for 
a  time.  The  court  did  not  think  fit  to  confirm  to  his 
going  for  fuch  reafons.  He  found  he  had  gone  too  far, 
and  recalled  himfelf,  profe.fi]  ng  that  the  1  train  ns  which 
concerned  his  own  eftate  were  fufficient  to  fatisfy  him, 
and  therefore  tic  fired  he  might  have  leave  :  die  other 
piffage  flipped  from  him  out  of  paffion,  not  judgment. 
*W  hereupon  the  court  agreed  that  it  was  necefiary  to  give 
way  to  his  departure,  and  ordered  another  meeting  of 
the  general  court  to  make  choice  of  a  governor  and  de¬ 
puty  governor  %  and  as  it  was  in  the  mid  ft  of  winter  ( 15 
December)  the  freemen  had  liberty  to  fend  their  votes  in 
writing,  if  they  did  not  come  in  perfo'n.  Some  of  the 
church  of  Bofton,  loth  to  part  with  the  governor,  met 
together  and  agreed  that  it  was  not  neceffary,  for  the 
reafons  ailedgad,  that  the  governor  fhculd  depart,  and 
lent  fame  of  their  number  to  fignify  as -much  to  the  court. 

*  In  cafe  the  deputy  fliould  be  chofe  governor  as  was  expedled. 
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The  governor  pretended  to  be  overpowered,  andexpreflfed  1 636 
himfelf  to  be  fuch  an  obedient  fon  of  the  church,  that 
notwithflanding  the  licence  of  the  court,  yet  without  the 
confent  of  the  church  he  durft  not  go  away.  A  great  part 
of  the  people,  who  were  informed  of  this  tranfadlion, 
declared  their  purpofe  (till  to  continue  him  ;  and  it  was 
thought  advifeable,  when  the  day  appointed  for  ele&ion 
came,  to  adjourn  the  court  to  May,  the  time  of  the  annual 
choice  *  Mr.  Vane  has  been  charged  with  as  dark  dif- 
fimulation,  a  few  years  after,  in  affairs  of  vaftly  greater 
importance;  particularly,  in  the  manner  of  giving  his 
teftimony  in  the  cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

There  came  over  with  Mr.  Cotton,  or  about  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  his  family,  who  had  lived  at 
Alford  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton.  Mr.  Hutchin¬ 
fon  had  a  good  eltate  and  was  of  good  reputation.  His 
wife,  as  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  6C  was  well  beloved,  and  all  the 
faithful  embraced  her  conference  and  bleffed  God  for  her 
fruitful  difcourfes  f  V  After  fhe  came  to  New  England, 
fne  was  treated  with  refpeft,  and  much  notice  was  taken  of 
her  by  Mr.  Cotton  and  other  principal  perfons,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Mr.  Vane  the  governor.  Her  hufband  ferved 
in  the  general  court,  fcveral  elections,  as  a  reprefen tative 
lor  Bofton,  until  he  was  excufed  at  the  defire  of  the 
church  J.  So  much  refpedt  feems  to  have  increafed  her 
natural  vanity.  Countenanced  and  encouraged  by  Mr. 

Vane  and  Mr.  Cotton,  fne  advanced  dodlrines  and  opi¬ 
nions  which  involved  the  colony  in  difputes  and  conten¬ 
tions  ;  and  being  improved,  to  civil  as  well  as  religious 
purpofes,  had  like  to  have  produced  ruin  both  to  church 
and  flare.  The  vigilance  of  fome,  of  whom  Mr.  Win- 
fhrop  was  the  chief,  prevented,  and  turned  the  ruin  from 
the  country  upon  herfeif  and  many  of  her  family  and 
particular  friends.  Mr.  Wheelwright,  a  zealous  minifter, 

3f  character  for  learning  and  piety,  was  her  brother-in- 

*  MafT.  records — Hubbard, . 

4  Anfwer  to  Bailey. 

t  ^ir*  William  Hutchinfon  was  difeharged  from  afiifling  at  the  par¬ 
ticular  courts  at  the  reqndt  of  the  church.  Majf.  Rec.  Du,  1636. 
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.636  w  and  firmly  attached  ,0  her,  end  finally  fulTered  with 

1  nH>  J  1  a meelingS  for  Public  worfhip  on  the 

and  «heSer  r  n  Thurfday  in  Bofton! 

frequent  nriv^t-  e<^U,e5  In  ot^er  rowns,  there  were 

for  religion-  J  In.^etinS^ ^  brethren  of  the  churches 

let  m  agr:,  r“'  ,-Mrs-  "hough,  fit  .0 

-  I  4  fleeting  of  the  fillers  alfo,  where  (he  repeated  the 

tlT-ST'i  Lmd's  ^  before,  adding  Eet  t 

■  nd  n'  expositions.  Her  ledures  made  much  noife, 

firfl  rh?  °r  e,ghty  p‘‘nclpai  women  attended  them.  At 

it  ann  are  Jne  fTr  v  appr0Vcd  of-  After  fome  time, 
bersf  Vf  had,  d,10noUirhed  the  minifters  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  through  the  country  ;  a  fmail  part  of 

Sofld3  "xh3"1,  grafe’  the"eft  ™der  a^ov^ 

two  parties  <S'  tf6  w  1<de  ccdony  was  foon  divided  into 
two  parties  }  and  however  diftant  one  party  was  from  the 

o  1  tr  m  principle,  they  were  ftill  more  fo  in  afifedion 

The  two  capital  errors,  with  which  fhe  was  charged,  were 

•!5  V  d  lat  tbe  Hoiy  Ohoft  dwells  personally  in  a  juf- 
tified  perfon  ;  and  that  nothing  of  fandification  can  help 
to  evidence  to  believers  their  juftification.”  From  thefe 
two,  a  great  number  of  others  were  faid  to  flow,  which 
were  enumerated  and  condemned  at  a  fynod  held  the  next 
year.  I  he  minifters  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  country, 
a, armed  with  thefe  things,  came  to  Bofton  while  the  oen[. 
ral  court  was  fitting,  and  fome  time  before  the  governor 
_r.  Vane,  afkec.  his  difmiflion.  They  conferred  with 

The  VfCt°r  1  and«  T  T,hedwright  upon  thofe  two  points, 
f  ;a,t Hey  bot Wicked,  fo  far  as  to  acknowledge 

oSr  rf1CaC' l''r  id  helP  C°  evidence  juftification  }  the 

e  in  f 7l  qU  r,d’  3C  ieaft  by  °  hCr  WOrds  *  ^y  held 

ae  mowed  ng  of  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  not 
It:  idly  a  perfonal  union,  or  as  they  exprefs  it,  not  acom- 
.  mun.cat.ng  of  perfonal  proprieties.  The  governor  not 
only  held  with  Mr.  Cotton,  but  went  further  or  was  more 
exprefs,  and  maintained  a  perfonal  union.  Mr.  Winthrop 
the  deputy  governor,  denied  both,  and  Mr.  Wilfon  the 
other  miaifier  of  Bofton,  and  many  of  the  minifters  in 
the  country,  joined  with  him.  A  conference  or  difputa, 

tion 
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lion  was  determined  on,  which  they  agreed  fhould  be  1636 
managed  in  writing,  as  mod  likely  to  tend  to  the  peace 
of  the  church.  When  they  could  not  find  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  nor  the  primitive  church,  for  the  firft  300  years, 
ever  ufed  the  term  ^o<rw7ro?,  or  perlon,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
they  generally  thought  it  was  beft  it  fhould  be  forborn,  as 
being  of  human  invention.  Upon  the  other  queftion,  Mr. 

Cotton  in  a  fermon,  the  day  the  court  met,  had  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  evident  fandtification  is  a  ground  of  juftifi- 
cation,  and  went  on  to  fay,  that  in  cafes  of  fpiritual  de- 
fertion,  true  defire  of  fandfification  was  found  to  be  iandti- 
fication,  as  divines  ufually  held  •,  and  further,  if  a  man 
was  laid  lb  flat  upon  the  ground,  as  that  he  could  lee  no 
defires,  but  only  as  a  bruifed  reed  did  wait  at  the  foot  of 
Chrift,  yet  here  was  matter  of  comfort,  fpr  this  was  found 
to  be  true  fandfification  in  the  root  and  principle  of  it. 

Mr.  Vane  and  he  both  denied  that  any  of  thefe  or  any  de¬ 
gree  of  fandfification  could  be  evident  without  a  concur¬ 
rent  fight  of  juftification  *.  The  town  and  country  were 
dift  ratted  with  thefe  fubtleties,  and  every  man  and  wo¬ 
man  who  had  brains  enough  to  form  fome  imperfedt  * 

conceptions  of  them,  inferred  and  maintained  fome  other 
point,  fuch  as  thefe  ;  “a  man  is  juftified  before  he  believes ; 
faith  is  no  caufe  of  juftification  ;  and  if  faith  be  before 
juftification,  it  is  only  a  paftive  faith,  an  empty  veflTd, 

&c.  and  aflurance  is  by  immediate  revelation  only.” 

The  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  neighbour  feemed  to 
be  laid  by  and  out  of  the  queftion.  All  the  church  of 
B  >fton,  except  four  or  five,  joined  with  Mr.  Cotton.  Mr. 

Wilfon,  the  other  minifter,  and  moft  of  the  minifters  in 
the  country,  oppofed  him. 

To  increafe  the  flame,  Mr.  Wheelwright  preached  a 
fermon  (Jan.  19)  in  which,  befides  carrying  antinomiamfrn 
to  the  heigh th,  he  made  ufe  of  fome  expreftions  which 
were  laid  hold  of  by  the  court  as  tending  to  fedition  *,  for 
which  he  was  fent  for  and  examined  wbilft  Mr.  Vane  was 
in  office,  but  a  full  enquiry  and  determination  was  Im¬ 
pended  until  a  more  convenient  time.* 

*  Hubbard, 
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i 636  Whilst  thefe  contentions  were  thus  increafing  within, 

the. Pequods,  the  moil  warlike  of  all  the  Indians,  were 
plotting  deitrudlion  from  without.  After  Stone  and  his 
company  were  murdered,  they  fent  meffcngers  to  Bofton 
t0  make  peace,  pretending  that  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  few  bad  fellows  who  had  fled  to  the  Dutch. 
Their  ambafladors  were  courteoufly  treated,  and  the  terms 
of  peace  were  agreed  on.  In  confidence  of  their  fidelity, 
John  Oidham,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made  before, 
went  in  a  Imall  bark  to  trade  with  the  Indians  at  Block 
Ifland.  They  murdered  him,  but  fpared  two  boys  and 
two  Naraganfet  Indians  who  were  of  his  company.*  The 
murderers  were  difcovered  by  the  crew  of  a  fmall  veffel, 
one  Gallop  matter  from  Connecticut,  which  happened  to 
come  upon  them  foon  after  the  fact.  Gallop  had  with 
him  only  one  man  and  two  boys,  and  no  arms  except  two 
mufkets  and  two  piftois.  Altho’  the  deck  was  full  rf  In¬ 
dians  who  had  guns,  fwords,  &c.  yet,  as  they  were  then 
not  much  ufed  to  them,  they  made  but  little  refiftance, 
and  when  he  boarded  the  veffel  they  jumped  into  the  fea 
and  many  of  them  were  drowned.  ’  He  found  Oldham’s 
body  not  cold,  his  brains  beat  out  and  his  limbs  hacked 
off.  Block  Ifland  was  under  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  but 
they  denied  their  having  any  concern  in  the  murder. 
The  murderers  were  fheltered  and  protected  by  the  Pe¬ 
quods,  who  at  the  fame  time  furprized  divers  Englifh 
in  Connecticut  river.  Thefe  proceedings  caufed  the 
Maffachufets  to  fend  fourfcore  men,  by  water,  under 
Captain  Endicot,  who  had  inflruCtions  to  offer  peace  to  the 
Indians  upon  their  delivering  up  the  murtherers  j  if  they 
refufed  to  do  it,  then  to  attack  them.  A  great  number 
of  them  entered  into  fome  fort  of  parley  by  a  meffenger 
and  interpreter,  keeping  at  a  greatdiftancethemfelves ;  but, 
afloon  as  they  knew  the  terms,  they  fled  into  the  woods. 
Winter  was  approaching,  and  Mr.  Endicot  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  return  home  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  attack  the  next  furnmer.  There  were  fome  fevere 
reflections  cafi  upon  him  for  not  purfuing  the  enemy  at 
that  time.  The  Pequods,  in  the  winter,  attempted  an  union 

with 
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with  the  Naraganfets.  There  had  been  a  fixed  inveterate  1636 
enmitv  between  the  two  tribes,  but  on  this  occafion  the 
Pe quods  were  willing  to  fmother  it,  their  enmity  againft 
the  Englifh  bTng  the  flrongefl  of  the  two  ;  and  although 
they  had  never  heard  the  ftory  of  Polypheme  and  Ulyffes* 
yet  they  artfully  urged  that  the  Englifii  were  come  to 
diipoffefs  them  of  their  country,  and  that  ail  the  Nara- 
ganfets  could  hope  for  from  theirfriendfhip,  was,  the  favour 
of  being  the  laft  devoured  ;  whereas  if  the  Indians  would 
unite,  they  might  eafily  deftroy  the  Englifii,  or  force  them 
to  leave  the  country,  without  being  expoied  themfelves  to 
any  hazard.  They  need  not  come  to  open  battles:  Firing 
their  houfes,  killing  their  cattle,  and  lying  in  wait  for 
them  as  they  went  about  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  would 
foon  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  fubfifting.  But  the 
Naraganfets  *  preferred  the  prefect  pleafure  of  revenge 
upon  their  mortal  enemies,  to  the  iuture  happinefs  oi 
themfelves  and  their  poftericy  ~j\  They  are  Paid  to  have 
wavered  at  firft,  but  at  length  Myantinomo,  their  chief 
fachem,  with  20  attendants  went  to  Bofton,  where  all  the 
magi  ft  rates  and  minifters  were  called  together  to  receive 
them,  and  a  guard  of  20  mufketeers  lent  to  Roxbury  to 
attend  them.  They  proposed  to  join  in  war  againft  the 
Pequods,  and  that  neither  Englifii  nor  Indians  fhouki  make 
peace  with  them  but  utterly  dtftroy  them.  The  governor, 
for  form  fake,  took  time,  until  the  next  morning,  to  give 
an  anfwer,  and  then  the  following  articles  were  agreed  to* 

i«  A  firm  and  perpetual  peace  betwixt  them  and  the 
Englifii. 

2.  Neither  party  to-  make  peace  with  the  Pequods 
without  the  confent  of  the  other. 

3.  That  the  Naraganfets  fiiould  not  harbour  any  Pe¬ 
quods. 

4.  That  they  fliould  put  to  death  or  deliver  up  any 
murderers  of  the  Englifii. 

\ 

*  The  Naraganfet  fachem,  and  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Moheges, 
fent  to  the  En^lifti  and  offered  their  fervice  to  join  with  them  againft 
the  Pequods.  Winjlo'w'i  cvipw^to  Gvrton,. 

f  MS.  Journal, 
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5.  7  hat  they  fhould  return  fugitive  fervants. 

6.  The  Englifh  to  give  them  notice  when  to  go  out 
againft  thePequods,  and  the  Naraganfets  tofurnifh  guides. 

7.  Free  trade  to  be  carried  on  between  the  parties. 

8.  None  of  the  Naraganfets  to  come  near  the  Englifh 
plantation,  during  the  war  wuth  the  Pequods,  without 
fome  Englishman  or  Ind’an  known  to  the  Englifh. 

Cushamaquin,  a  fachem  of  the  Maffachufets  In¬ 
dians,  alio  became  a  party  to  the  treaty. 

Indian  fidelity  is  proverbial  in  New-England,  as  Pu- 
nick  was  in  Rome.  The  Naraganfets  are  faid  to  have 
kept  to  the  treaty  until  the  Pequods  were  deftroyed,  and 
then  they  grew  infolent  and  treacherous. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  religious  heats  became 
more  violent,  and  the  civil  affairs  more  fenfibly  affe&cd  by 
them.  1  he  people  of  Boflon,  in  general,  were  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Vane  the  governor,  the  reft  of  the  towns,  in  general, 
for  Mr.  Winthrop  the  deputy  governor.  At  a  feffions  of 
the  court  in  March,  it  was  moved  that  the  court  of  elections 
for  1637  Should  not  be  held  in  Bofton  but  in  Newtown 
(Cambridge.)  Nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  the 
governor,  and  as  he  could  not  hinder  the  vote  by  a  nega¬ 
tive,  he  refufed  to  put  the  queftion.  Mr.  Winthrop  the 
deputy  governor,  as  he  lived  in  Bofton,  excufed  himfelf, 
and  the  court  required  Mr.  Endicot  one  of  the  affiftants 
to  do  it.  It  was  carried  for  the  removal. 

The  more  immediate  occafion  of  the  court’s  refentment 
againft  Bofton,  was  a  petition  figned  by  a  great  number  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  town,  together  with  fome 
belonging  to  other  towns,  judging  and  condemning  the 
court  ior  their  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wheelwright. 
At  (his  fefiion,  Mr.  Vane  the  governor  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  a  cenfure  upon  one  Stephen  Greenfmiih,  for  faying 
that  all  the  minifters  except  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Wheel¬ 
wright,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Hooker  preached  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  works.  He  was  required  to  make  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  magiftrates  and  mini¬ 
fters,  was  fined  forty  pounds,  &c  *. 
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At  the  opening  the  court  of  election  for  1637,  which 
was  not  done  until  one  a  clock,  (May  1 7th)  a  petition  was 
again  offered,  from  many  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  which 
the  governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  had  read,  but  Mr, 
Winthrop  the  deputy  governor  oppofed  it  a;  being  out 
of  order ;  this  being  the  day,  by  charter  for  elections,  and 
the  inhabitants  all  convened  for  that  purpole,  if  other 
bulinefs  was  allowed  to  take  up  the  time  the  elections 
would  be  prevented ;  after  the  eledtions  were  over,  the 
petition  might  be  read.  The  governor,  and  thofe  of  his 
pa&ty  would  not  proceed  unlefs  the  petition  was  read.  The 
time  being  far  fpent,  and  many  perfons  calling  for  elec¬ 
tion  -pi  the  deputy  governor  called  to  the  people  to  divide* 
and  the  greater  number  flhould  carry  it;  which  was  done, 
and  the  majority  was  for  proceeding.  Still  the  governor 
refufed,  until  the  deputy  governor  told  him  they  would 
goon  without  him.  This caufed  him  to  fubmit.  Mr.  Win¬ 
throp  was  chofen  governor,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  and  Mr.  Stough¬ 
ton  new  afiiffants ;  and  Mr.  Vane  and  his  friends  of  the 
fame  perfuafion,  Dummer,  Haugh  and  Coddington,  left 
out  of  the  magiftracy.  There  was  great  danger  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  tumult  that  day.  The  lpeeches  on  both  fides  were 
fierce,  and  they  began  to  lay  hands  on  one  another,  but 
the  manifeft  majority,  on  one  fide,  was  a  reftraint  to  the 
other  *.  Bofton  waited  the  event  of  this  eledion  of  ma- 
giftrates,  before  they  would  chufe  their  reprefentatives 
for  the  other  bufinefs  of  the  general  court,  and  the  next 
morning  they  chofe  Mr.  Vane,  the  late  governor,  Mr. 
Coddington  and  Mr.  Haugh.  This  election  of  Bofton 

> 

t  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  mini/ter,  in  his  zeal  gat  up  upon  the  bough  of  a 
tree  (it  was  hot  weather,  and  the  election,  like  that  of  parliament  men 
for  the  counties  in  England,  was  carried  on  in  the  field)  and  there 
made  a  Ipeech,  advifing  the  people  to  look  to  their  charter  and  to 
confider  the  prefent  work  of  the  day,  which  wa»  defigtied  for  the 
chufing  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  the  of  the  atiiftants  for 
the  government  of  the  commonwealth.  His  fpeech  was  well  received 
by  the  people,  who  prefently  called  out,  Eleftion,  election,  which 
turned  the  feale.  MS.  Life  ofj.  Wilfon . 
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1637  was  immediately  determined,  by  the  court,  to  be  undue. 
The  reafon  is  not  aftigned  in  the  record,  but  it  is  laid  *, 
this  reafon  was  given,  that  all  the  freemen  were  not  no¬ 
tified.  A  warrant  iflued  for  a  new  choice,  and  Bofton 
returned  the  fame  men  again,  and  then  they  were  not  re- 
jelled.  The  ferjeants,  who  ufed  to  attend  Mr.  Vane, 
laid  down  their  halberds  and  went  home  as  foon  as  the 
new  governor  was  eledted  ■}%  and  they  refufed  to  attend 
him  to  and  from  the  meetings  on  the  Lord’s  days  as  had 
been  ufual.  I  hey  pretended,  this  extraordinary  refpedl 
was  fhewn  to  Mr.  Vane  as  a  perfon  of  quality.  The 
court  would  have  appointed  others,  but  Mr.  Winthrop 
took  two  of  his  own  fervants  to  attend  him.  Mr.  Vane 
profeffed  himfelf  ready  to  lerve  the  caufe  of  God  in  the 
meaneft  capacity.  He  was  notwithstanding  much  mor¬ 
tified,  and  di (covered  his  refentment.  Although  he  had 
fat  at  church  among  the  magiftrates  from  his  firft  arrival, 
yet  he,  and  thofe  who  had  been  left  out  with  him,  placed 
themfelves  with  the  deacons,  and  when  he  was  invited 
by  the  governor  to  return  to  his  place,  he  refufed  it. 

An  extraordinary  a<5t,  made  by  the  general  court  this 
feftion,  very  much  heightened  the  difcontent.  Many  per¬ 
fons  of  the  favourite  opinions  in  Bofton  were  expefted 
from  England  ;  a  penalty  therefore  was  laid  on  all  perfons 
who  fhould  entertain,  in  their  houfes,  any  ftranger  who 
came  with  intent  to  refide,  or  fhould  allow  the  ufe  of  any 
lot  or  habitation  above  three  weeks,  without  liberty  from 
one  of  the  Handing  council  or  two  other  affiftants.  The 
penalty  on  private  perfons  was  forty  pounds,  and  twenty 
pounds  befides  for  every  month  they  continued  in  the  of¬ 
fence.  And  any  town,  which  gave  or  fold  a  lot  to  fuch 
ftranger,  was  fubjett  to  100/.  penalty,  but  if  any  inha¬ 
bitant  of  fuch  town  fhould  enter  his  difient  with  a  ma- 
giftrate,  he  was  to  be  excufed  his  part  of  the  fine  J.  This 
was  a  very  fevere  order,  and  was  fo  difliked  by  the  people 
of  Bofton,  that  upon  the  governor’s  return  from  court  they 

>  *  Hubbard. 

f  The  military  companies  ele&ed  their  officers,  otherwife  the  court 
would  undoubtedly  have  appointed  other  ferjeants. 
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all  refufed  to  go  out  to  meet  him  or  fhew  him  any  re-  1637 
fpeft  *.  Mr.  Winthrop,  however  firm  and  refolute  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  and  fteady  to  his  principles,  yet 
in  private  life  behaved  with  much  moderation.  He  was 
obliging  and  condefcenfling  to  all,  and  by  this  means,  in 
a  ffiort°time,  recovered  their  affections  and  was  in  greater 
efteem  than  ever.  Indeed,  while  Bofton  thus  flighted 
him,  the  other  towns  increafed  their  refpedt  *,  and  in  tra¬ 
velling,  thefame  lummer,  tolpfwich,  he  was  guarded  from 
town  to  town  with  more  ceremony  than  he  defiredf. 

Mr  .Vane,  in  company  with  Lord  Leigh,  Ion  of  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough,  who  came  to  fee  the  country,  failed  for 
England  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  where  he  had  a  much 
larger  field  opened.  The  nation  at  that  time  was  difpofed 
to  receive,  very  favorably,  men  of  his  genius  and  caft  of 
mind.  The  fhare  he  had  in  the  revolution  there,  and  his  un¬ 
happy  fate  upon  thereftoration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  any  notice  here.  He  came 
into  New-England  under  peculiar  advantages.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  privy  council.  He  himfelf  had  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  who  was  in  the  highefl 
efteem  in  the  colony.  He  made  great  profeffions  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  conformed  to  the  peculiar  fcruples  of  that  day. 

I  have  feen  a  long  letter  wrote  to  him  while  he  was  on 
fhip-board,  by  one  of  the  paffengers  in  the  fame  fhip,  ap¬ 
plauding  him  for  honouring  God  fo  far  as  to  fhorten  his 
hair  upon  his  arrival  in  England  from  France,  and  urging 
a  compleat  reformation  by  bringing  it  to  the  primitive 
length  and  form.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  he  could 
obtain  his  father’s  confent  to  come  over,  but  his  inclina¬ 
tion  was  fo  ftrong,  thar,  at  length,  he  had  leave  of  abfence 
for  three  years.  It  is  faid,  that  the  King  being  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Vane’s  difpofition,  commanded  the  father,  who 
had  no  great  affedion  for  the  religion  of  New-England,  to 

*  Mr.  Cotton  was  fo  diffatisfied  with  this  law,  that  he  fays,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  removed  out  of  the  jurifai<ftion  to  Quinnypiack,  fince 
called  New-Hnven;  but  finding  the  law  was  not  improved  to  exclude 
fuch  perfons  as  he  feared  it  would  be,  he  altered  his  mind.  AnJ.  to 
Bailey .  -j*  Hubbard. 
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637  gratify  him  *.  However  this  may  have  been,  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  in  New-England  to  be  true,  and,  with  the  other 
circumftances  mentioned,  ftrongly  recommended  him.  Part 
of  his  bufinefs  was  the  fettlement  of  Connedicut,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor’s  fon,  as  agents 
for  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brooke,  &c  f.  The  moft 
valuable  places  for  townlhips  had  been  taken  up  before,  by 
people  from  the  Maffachufets,  as  we  have  already  obferved ; 
and  the  agents,  not  being  willing  to  did  urb  them,  contented 
themfelves,  at  prefent,  with  the  pofleffion  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  Mr.  V ane  was  {topped,  by  the  general  defire 
oi  the  colony,  in  order  to  his  being  elected  governor. 
1  he  adminiftration  of  a  young  and  unexperienced,  but 
obftinate  and  felf-fufficient,  governor,  could  not  but  bedif- 
likcd  by  the  major  part  of  the  people  ;  and,  at  the  next 
election,  they  not  only  would  not  fo  much  as  chufe  him  an 
affiftaru,  but  made  an  order,  that  no  man  for  the  time  to 
come  fhould  be  qualified  for  the  place  of  governor,  until  he 
had  been,  at  lead,  one  whole  year  in  the  country  t.  A 
letter,  wrote  from  New-England,  fhews  the  fenfe  they  had 
of  him  after  they  had  made  trial.  “  Mr.  Vane,  coming 
“  from  England  a  young  gentleman,  was  prefently  elected 
“  governor,  and  before  he  was  half  warm  in  his  feat,  to 
“  lhow  his  ipirit,  began  to  broach  new  tenets  drawn  from 
“  the  lees  of  one  Mr.  Wheelwright,  agitated  with  fuch  vio- 
“  lence,  as  if  they  had  been  matters  of  that  confequence 
“  that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  New-England  mud  be 
“  facrificed,  rather  than  they  fhould  not  take  place.  Divi- 

*  Hubbard 
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t  The  EafI  of  Warwick  obtained  a  grant  of  the  fea  coaff,  from  Nara- 
ganfet  fiver  to  the  fouth-weft  40  leagues,  to  keep  the  breadth  to  the 
fouth  fea.  This  he  affigned,  in  1631,  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord 
Brook,  Lord  Rich,  Charles  Fiennes,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Richard 
Saltonrtall,  Richard  Knightly,  John  Pym,  John  Hampden,  John  Hum- 
frey,  and  Robert  Pelham,  Efq;  Thefe,  with  their  affociates,  are  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  often  mentioned  in  private  letters  to  be  ex- 
peaed  over  every  year ;  and  Mr,  Fenwick  kept  poffeflion,  and  would 
not  fufFer  fettlements,  until  affairs  in  England  had  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
that  perfons  of  their  character  had  no  occafion  for  an  afylum.  ' 

J  I  do  not  find  this  order  in  the  records.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,  who  was  then  on  the  fpot. 
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«  fions  are  always  dangerous,  never  fafe,  never  more  1637 
et  dano-erous  than  in  a  new  fettled  government.  Yet  this 
“  ma°,  altogether  ignorant  of  the  art  of  government, 

“  thinks  it  not  enough  to  fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  but  muft 
«  add  oil  to  the  flame,  and  fo  far  had  the  bandying  of 
“  thefe  things  proceeded,  that  it  was  of  God’s  great 
44  mercy  it  ended  not  in  our  deftrudfion.  It  is  fit  that 
44  fomething  fhould  be  faid  of  the  man  that  put  us  into 
44  this  danger.  Truly,  by  his  afpett,  you  would  judge 
44  him  a  good  man.  Yet  I  am  perfuaded  he  hath  kindled 
44  thofe  fparks  among  us,  which  many  ages  will  not  be 
44  able  to  extinguilh.  But  the  wifdom  of  the  ftate  put  a 
44  period  to  his  government  before  he  had  run  out  his 
44  circuit.  They  were  neceffitated  to  undo  the  work  of 
44  their  own  hands,  and  leave  ablemifh  upon  th'atralh  un- 
44  dertaking,  for  pofterity  to  defiant  upon,  and  a  caveat 
44  to  us,  that  all  men  are  not  fit  for  government,  and  none 
44  fo  dangerous,  when  he  is  up,  as  one  that  makes  his 
44  affe&ion  his  rule.  But  this  difgrace  took  fo  deep  an  im- 
44  prelTion,  that  partly  from  a  fen'ie  of  it,  and  partly  rrom 
44  a  confiioufnefs  how  ill  he  had  deferved  of  us  through 
44  his  heatofindifcretion,  he  exchanged  New-England  for 
44  Old.”  Lord  Say  and  Seal  fpeakingof  him,  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  England,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  fays,  44  For 
44  the  young  man,  Mr.  Vane,  whom  your  love  roilowetn, 

44  and  its  well  it  doth  fo,  for  he  may  be  recovered,  I  have 
44  not  been  wanting  to  do  my  endeavour  to  fhew  him  the 
44  danger  of  his  way,  and  what  hath  been  the  fad  iflue 
44  thereof  in  others ;  from  whence  I  think  it  cometh,  and 
44  whither  Satan’s  aim  istodriveit,  as  might  haveappeared 
44  to  you  by  my  letters,  written  to  him  untoNew-England, 

44  when  I  firft  did  perceive  his  delufions,  if  he  had  ftieryn 
44  my  letters  to  you.  I  lhall  be  glad  to  do  my  beft  to  that 
44  end  (fill  •,  but  I  have  not  that  frequent  converfe  with  his 
44  family,  now,  as  heretofore,  whereof  there  are  the  mofl 
44  in  Holland,  and  the  reft  will  fliortly  be  there  alio 

E  3  1  HE 

'*  After  all  that  has  been  faid  to  the  difadvantage  of  Mr.  Vane  s 
charade;,  it  ought  to  be  remembred  to  his  honour,  that  notwitbftand- 
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1637  The  party  in  New-England  loft  their  head.  Mrs. 
rlutchinfon,  notwithfbnding,  continued  her  leftures. 
1  he  court,  for  the  prefent,  took  no  notice  of  her  condu6t, 

nor 

fnfrbnfl’ ^  putrup°rn  hinJ  by  the  co,ony>  he  (hewed  a  truly  chriftian 
2nX  /f^r8,ffnArS;/0,rJWhen’  in  the  year  ,644>  an  attachment  was 

•  loon  /  ny’r  the!mt  °fthe  Lady  LaTour>  and  judgment  given  for 
.  '  .  er  mS  and  no  aPPeaI  admitted,  a  heavy  complaint  was  made 
agamit  the  government,  and  they  were  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 
prur  eges,  ,  ir  H.  Vane  flood  their  friend,  and,  by  his  great  incereft 

wh  H  parhtment>  ,PJPfafed  *eir  refentrrient,  and  laid  the  ilorm 
iniiJi  was  gathering  and  hung  over  them.  MS.  letter 

>  Lhe  autnor  of  the  life  and  death  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  printed  in 

166.,  fays  I  hat  it  was  fuggefted  by  the  bilhops  to  the  then  King 

concerning  him,  that  the  heir  of  a  confiderable  family  about  his  Ma- 

jefty  was  grown  into  diflike  of  the  difcipline  and  ceremonies  of  the 

cmnc.i  of  England,  and  that  his  Majefiy  might  do  well  to  take  fome 

courie  about  him.  On  this,  the  then  bifhop  of  London  took  him  to 

,  'vbo  Peemeu  to  handle  him  gently  in  the  conference,  but  con¬ 
cluded  har (lily  enough  againft  him  in  the  clofe.  In  fine,  feeing  him- 

,  on  a  .  “auds  ’n  an  ei,il  cafe,  he  refolved  for  New-England.  In 
order  to  this,  linking  in  with  fome  nonconformifts  which  intended  that 
way,  his  honourable  birth,  long  hair,  and  other  circumftances  of  his 
per, on,  rendered  his  fellow  travellers  jealous  of  him  as  a  fpy  to  betray 
their  juerty  rather  than  any  way  like  to  advantage  their  defign.  But 
he,  that  they  thought  at  lirft  fight  to  have  too  little  of  Chrift  for  their 
company,  did  Toon  after  appear  to  have  too  much  for  them.  For  he 
had  not  been  long  in  New-England,  but  he  ripened  into  more  know¬ 
ledge  ana  experience  of  Chrift,  than  ihe  churches  there  could  bear 
the  teftimony  or.  Even  New-England  could  not  bear  all  his  words, 

though  there  was  no  King's  court  or  King’s  chapel.  Then  he  returns 
tor  Old  Fngland. 

The  following  letter  was  wrote,  by  a  perfon  of  quality,  to  a  near 
relation  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  about  a  week  after  his  execution. 

<c  Madam, 

-  1  W  !rter  than  otller5’  g‘ve  you  an  account  of  the  (hare  I  have 

'he.  lo,ls  of  y°ur  generous  kinfman,  it  is  becaufe  I  would  not  rudely 
dtfturb  the  motions  of  fo  juft  a  foriovv  ;  but  I  hope  that  you  are  allured 
1  have  lo  real  a  concern  in  all  that  relates  to  you,  that  it  was  not  ne- 
ce  iary,  by  an  early  hafle,  to  fend  you  an  information  of  it.  I  have 
Madam,  whilft  I  own  a  love  to  my  country,  a  deep  intereft  in  the 
publick  lofs  which  fo  many  worthy  perfons  lament.  The  world  is 
robbed  of  an  unparallelled  example  of  virtue  and  piety.  His  great 
abilities  made  his  enemies  perfuade  themfelves,  that  all  the  revolutions 
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nor  of  anv  erroneous  opinions,  but  waited  the  determina-  1637 
tion  of  the  churches  in  a  general  council ;  according  y  a 
fynod  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Newtown,  the  30th  of 
Auguft,  where  were  prefent,  not  only  the  mimfters  and 
meffengers  of  churches,  but  the  magiftrates  alfo,  who 
Mr.  Weld  fays,  (1  fuppofe  he  was  a  member)  were  no' 
only  hearers  but  fpeakers  alfo,  as  they  thought  fit.  Mr. 
Cotton,  although  at  the  head  of  the  mimfters,  was  too 
much  a  party  to  be  proper  for  a  moderator,  and  Mr. 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Bulkley  werechofen.  1  hree  weeks  wei 
fpent  in  difputing,  pro  and  con.  and  at  length  above  four- 
fcore  points  or  opinions,  faid  to  have  been  maintained  by 
fome  or  o;her  in  the  country,  were  condemned  as  erio- 
neous,  and  the  refult  was  figned  by  all  the  members  but 
Mr.  Cotton.  He  had  expreffed  his  dillike  of  mod  of 

in  the  lsft  a^e  were  wrought  by  his  influence,  as  if  the  vvoild  was 

of  the  party.  There  was  no  opportunity  that  he.d,^.n0'  'mpn?  ®  ch 

the  advantage  of  his  country.  And  when  he  was  in  is  f  ^ 

deplored  date,  he  ftrove  to  make  the  people  in  love  with  that  freejm 

they  had  fo  foolifhly  and  lavilhly  thrown  away.-— He  was  great 

a '  his  aflions.  but' to  me  he  feemed  greateft  in  his  fufferings,  when 
an  nio  dLuuub,  *  Oiould  be  able  to  acquaint 

his  enemies  feemed  to  fear  that  ne  aionc  muu  \ 

them  with  a  change  of  fortune.  In  his  loweft  conditi  n>  >  t 

feen  him  the  terror  of  a  great  prince,  ilrengthene  y  ^  • 

confederates  and  armies.  You  have  feen  him  live  m  ig  _ 
and  honour,  and  certainly  he  died  with  it.  Men  arrive  at  honouis  by 
feveraf  ways.  The  martyrs,  though  they  wanted  the  glittering  crow 
the  princes  of  thofe  ages  difpenfed,  have  rich  ones  in  every  uft  man  a 
efteertf. — Virtue,  though  unfortunate,  ihines  in  fpite  of  all  its  enemies 
nor  is  it  in  any  power**  deface  thofe  lading  monuments  your  friend 
hath  raifed  of  his,  in  every  heart  that  either  knew  him  or  held  any 
intelligence  with  his  fame.  But,  Madam,  I  trefpafs  too  long  upon 
lour  patience.  This  is  a  fubjefl  I  am  apt  to  dwell  on,  becaule  I  can 
neverPfay  enough  of  it.  I  fhall  now  only  defire  you  t0  make  ul® 
that  fortitude  and  virtue  that  raifed  your  friend  above  the  power  a 
malice  of  his  enemies,  and  do  not,  by  an  immoderate  forrow ,  deftroy 
that  which  was  fo  dear  to  him,  yourfelf,  but  live  the  live  y  P  , 
tation  of  his  virtue,  the  exercife  of  which  hath  made  you  always  the 

admiration  of  Your  humble  fervant,  &c,” 


The  21ft  June  1 662. 

Life  of  Sir  H.  Vane . 
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l637Satrni„b"'t'CSed,.CO"demai"gth'"'  II.  maintaining, 

^  ,Chnl>  Prtxeded  faith  in  him,  but  at  the 

retica!  r‘e<']ared»  that  clle  other  new  opinions  were  he- 

prom  fed  ?hd’  f°me  °f  them  bIa(phemous,  and 
Lre^meL  rtbea'i  ^mony  aSainfl  them  *  This  general 
fur  et  f.^?  3  damp  "pon  the  0Pinionifts,  and  gave 

atfiiftdt;  VFl thc  °ther  par[y-  Mr.  Hooker 

verfv  bv  a  ff  °H  fj  determininS  tiae  Points  in  contro- 
eriy  by  a  fynod.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Shepard  of  New¬ 
town,  April  8,  1636.  (Itfhould  be  37)  “For  \oure»- 
neral  fynod  I  cannot  yet  fee  either  how  reafona^or 

aiH  d'h^-K  Wi,!!  be  for  yoor  turn,  for  the  fettling 
“  1  K  j!rg  F  rAUth  in  that  honourable  way  as 

«  f  0  °e  d<flred-  My  ground  is  this.  They  will  be 

■  cauf-  'fn Tf ‘n  !  C  yn°,d  Wh<>  are  chief  Pities  in  the 

cauft,  „nd  for  them  only,  who  are  prejudiced  in  the 

C  how  imnr  S  Pcnteiace  againft  caufe  or  perfon, 

,  ,°nWf  mp,0pe(r!  how  unprofitable!  My  prefent  thoughts 
c  m.  a  '  That  fuch  conclufions  which  are  moft  extra, 
4i  m°ft  erroneous,  and  crofs  to  the  common  current 
end  diem  over  to  the  godly  learned  to  judge  in  our 
our  own  country,  and  return  their  apprehenfions.  I 
%  poit.  the  1  flue  \yi!i  oe  more  uncontroulable.  If  any 
ftould  fuggeft  this  was  the  way  to  make  the  clamour 
00  great  ant.  loud,  and  to  bring  a  prejudice  upon  the 
plantations,  J  fhouid  foon  anfvver,  there  is  nothin** 
ec  d°;ie  ,‘n  C°r:  ers  Jier,e  but  it  is  openly  there  related,  and 
u  11  ,"jro:  ,ous  ca,es>  which  cannot  be  kept  fecret,  the 
j{  m°p  p,ain  an  1  naiied  relation  ever  caufeth  the  truth 

**  7  •  l0  aprear’  a,nd  Prevents  all  groundlefs  and  need- 
leh  jeaiOLifies  whereby  men  are  apt  to  make  things 
more  and  worfe  than  they  are.3*  ° 

Although  two  of  the  elders  were  the  moderators  or 
roiocutors  of  the  afiembly,  yet  Mr.  Winthrop  feems  to 
ave  had  a  comrcuiing  power.  An  anonymous  writer  of 
a  mariufci  ipt,  fcnt  f  torn  New-England  the  fame  year,  gives 
(  vs  account  of  it..  -  The  fynod  being  met,  much  time  is 
in  ventnation  and  emptying  of  private  paflions ;  at 

?  flubbard — johnfon. 
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<c  length,  divers  truths  are  concluded  upon,  as,  the  nature  1637 
«  of  gra.e  and  faith,  the  neceffity  of  repentance  and  good 
“  woi  ks,  the  perfection  of  the  fcriptures,  and  like  truths  of 
“  common  allay  were  aflented  unto  by  common  fuffrage: 
u  But  when  they  came  to  the  nature  of  the  covenant,  the 
qualifications  preceding  it,  the  ule  of  it,  the  feal  of  the 
<c  Spirit,  the  Helenas  for  wh.ch  they  ftrive,  there  they 
“  were  as  different  as  ever,  refolved  in  nothing  but  this, 
cc  that  no  one  would  be  relolved  by  another ;  but  therein 
64  was  the  wifdom  and- excellent  fpirit  of  the  governor 
cc  feen,  fiiencing  paffio-  ate  and  impertinent  fpeeches  as 
ar.och-  r  C  nftantine,  dc  firing  the  divine  oracles  might  be 
heard  fpeak  and  exprefs  their  own  meaning,  adjourning 
<c  the  affcmbly  when  he  faw  heat  and  paffion,  fo  that, 

46  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  the  affembly  is  diffolved, 

4C  and  jarring  and  diffonant  opinions,  if  not  reconciled, 

44  yet  are  covered-,  and  they  who  came  together  with 
cc  minds  exafperated,  by  this  means  depart  in  peace,  and 
44  promife,  by  a  mutual  covenant,  that  no  difference  in 
44  opinion  fhall  alienate  their  alfedlions  any  more,  but 
44  that  they  will  refer  doubts  to  be  refolved,  by  the  great 
44  God,  at  that  great  day  when  we  fhall  appear  at  his  tri- 
66  bunal.”  The  fynod  being  thus  over,  the  minds  of  the 
people  were  prepared  for  a  further  proceeding  againfl 
the  opinionifts*.  The  court  at  their  feffions,  the  2d  of 
November,  took  notice  of  the  petition,  prefented  and 
called  feditious,  in  March  preceding.  They  expelled 
two  of  their  own  members,  Afpinwall  and  Coggefhall, 
one  for  figning  and  the  other  for  juftifying  ir,  and  fent 
a  warrant  to  the  town  of  Bofton  to  return  two  other  de¬ 
puties  in  their  room.  The  town  agreed  to  fend  them  back, 
but  Mr.  Coffton  hearing  of  it,  went  to  the  meeting  and 
prevented  it  *,  and  they  chofe  two  others,  one  of  which  had 
figned  the  petition,  and  was  therefore  difmifledf.  The 
court  then  fent  for  Mr.  Wheelwright,  and  requiring  of 

*  This  fpi ritual  court  did  not  pronounce  particular  perfons  to  be 
hereticks,  but  it  determined  what  was  herefy,  and  made  the  way 
plain  for  the  fecular  power  to  proceed, 
f  Hubbard*  , 

hm 
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and  iu(lifCdrh0WlCt!gmpnt  ^  'llS  °ffence’  he  refu^d  it 
r,nV^  fi^ahlS,CTlu6t;  buC  the  court  refolved,  that  it 
tem, ed  t°  d.aurb  the  civil  peace,  disfranchifed  and  ba- 

mlhed  him,  allowing  14  days  to  fettle  his  affairs,  &cf. 

Mrs.  Hutchinfon  was  next  called  to  her  trial,  before 
the  whole  court  and  many  of  the  elders.  An  ancient 
manulcript,  of  the  trial  at  large,  having  been  preferved 
diicovers  nothing  in  her  conduit  but  what  might  naturally 
be  expeited  from  a  high  degree  of  enthufiafm.  Her  no¬ 
tions  of  revelations  do  not  feem  to  have  been  altogether 
difeountenanced  by  Mr.  Cotton  himfelf.  Her  fentence 
upon  record  ftands  thus  :  “  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  William  Hutchinfon,  being  convented  for  tra¬ 
ct  ^UC1‘'I§  minifters  and  their  miniftry  in  the  country, 
me  declared  voluntarily  her  revelations,  and  that  fire 
Ih  oil  Id  be  delivered  and  the  court  ruined  with  their 

‘‘ posterity,  and  thereupon  was  banilhed  ;  and,  in  the 

“  mean  while,  was  committed  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Weld 
“  (°f  Roxbury)  until  the  court  fhall  difpofe  of  her.” 
Having  received  her  fentence  from  the  court,  fhe  had  a 
further  trial  to  go  through  in  the  church.  She  was  firft 
autnomfhed.  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  that  Mr.  Davenport  and 
he  imagined  they  had  convinced  her  of  her  errors,  and 
fhe  prefented  what  was  called  a  recantation  under  her 
hand,  but  at  the  lame  time  profefled  that  fhe  never  was 
of  any  other  judgment  than  what  fhe  now  held  forth. 
The  recantation  is  not  preferved.  She  had,  no  doubt, 
fome  fine  fpun  diftinifions,  too  commonly  made  life  of 
in  theological  controverfies,  to  ferve  as  a  fubterfuge,  if 
theie  be  occafion^  ;  and  pei  naps,  as  many  other  cnthu- 
fiafts  have  done,  fhe  confidered  herfelf  divinely  com- 
miffioned  for  fome  great  purpofe,  to  obtain  which,  fhe 
might  think  thofe  windings,  fubtleties  and  infinuations 


f  Maffi.  Records. 

*  Mr.  Cotton,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stone  at  Hartford,  fays,  “  Mrs. 

Hutchinfon,  of  whom  you  foeak,  though  Hie  publicklv  revoked 
“  the  errors,  yet  affirming  her  judgment  was  never  others  ife,  though 
“  her  expreffions  were  contrary,  fhe  was  excommunicated  by  the 
“  whole  church,  ncm.  con.  Some  other  of  the  members,  that  joined 
“  with  her,  were  gone  away  before/'  &c. 

lawful* 
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lawful,  which  will  hardly  confift  with  the  rules  of  mo-  1637 
rality  ’  No  wonder  (he  was  immoderately  vain,  when 
(he  found  magiftrates  and  minifters  embracing  the  novel¬ 
ties  advanced  by  her.  The  whoie  church  of  Bofton,  a 
few  members  excepted,  were  her  converts.  At  lengt  a, 

(he  forlook  the  public  afiemblies,  and  let  up  what  (he 
called  a  purer  worfhip  in  her  own  family.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  (he  was  encouraged  herein  by  Mr.  Vane,  who,  fome 
years  after,  fell  into  the  fame  practice  in  England.  Mr. 
Hooker,  who  had  been  charged  by  her  with  want  or 
foundnefs  in  the  faith,  in  return  exprdfes  himfelf  with 
fome  acrimony  concerning  her.  “  The  expreffion  of 
44  providence  againft  this  wretched  woman  hath  pi  fl¬ 
ee  ceeded  from  the  Lord’s  miraculous  mercy,  and  his  bare 
“  arm  hath  been  difcovered  therein  from  firft  tolaft,  that 
«  all  the  churches  may  hear  and  fear.  I  do  believe,  luch 
“  aheap  of  hideous  errors,  at  once  to  be  vented  by  fuch 
“  a  felf-deludino-  and  deluded  creature,  no  hiftory  can 
«  record ;  and  yet,  after  recantation  of  all,  to  be  cad 
««  out  as  unlavory  fait  that  (he  may  not  continue  a  peft 
<e  to  the  place,  that  will  be  for  ever  marvellous  in  the 
f‘  eyes  of  all  the  faints.  It  will  not  get  out  of  my  mind 
“  and  heart  but  there  is  a  myfiery  in  the  clofure  and  up- 
“  (hot  of  this  bufinefs  •,  but  he,  that  carries  the  wifdom 
“  of  the  crafty  headlong,  is  able  to  lay  open  that  alfo  in 
“  his  feafon.  At  the  firft  reading  of  your  relation  I 
“  could  not  but  fufpedt  fo  much,  may  be  it  is  but  my 
“  melancholick  fufpicion,  but  thefe  three  things  pre- 
“  fented  themfelves,  in  open  view,  to  my  mind,  1.  That 
*e  it  was  never  intended  (he  fhould  be  excommunicated. 

«  2.  That  her  recantation  was  ftill  with  fo  much  referva- 
“  tion,  as  finks  the  mind  of  fuch  who  would  have  made 
44  way  for  herefcape,  viz.  That  our  election  is  firft  evj- 
“  denced.  3.  That  this  conceit  is  a  neft  egg  to  breed  and 
“  bringin  many  otherfalfe  imaginations,  if  it  be  ftretched 
to  its  breadth.  Add  alfo  hereunto,  that  there  is  no  odds 
“  from  herfelf  but  only  in  fome  exprefiions  and  mifpri- 
fc  fions  that  way,  as  fhe  would  have  men  think,  and  then 
you  have  the  whole  caufe,  where  it  was  conceived  in  a 

6  “  nar- 
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“  occafion  fits."'  '”7  l“":  em>’  P“rPofc  «  the 

moved”  wilh  l,infon,r her !l“/b"d-  r°ld  his  'ft»«  and  re- 
,n,  7  with  h,s  wife  and  family,  fir  ft  to  Aquidneck  + 

from  Ae  f„“fa-s  f  "if  Purcharers  o?rh«  ifiand 

EiftrSesP  aid  ff  ^  t?dt8t0"  and  thr"  °ther  at 
g  trates,  and  chofe  him  for  their  foie  ruler  •  butheHv 

the  people1  or  olac3'  «*,  W"S  ^nsfied  wth 

vond  New  HP  re?0Vfd  t0  the  Dutch  country  be- 
,  7  f  -New- Haven ;  and,  the  next  year,  fhe  and  all  nf 

H!l/dh,  yhWhT1C5  Were  With  her’  beinS  1 6  perfons  were 

one  whom 

The 

guilt  of  the  murder  upon  the  colony.’  M  WddTvs' 

veredof  as  many  unformed  fetufes  -ft  a  hi.-rh  ,  r  7  ■  f  ,as  deh* 

snd  that  another  aftre&was  delivered  of  a  AT’ 

SSiSl  Siting  and  t 

chddren  at  a  »££  *  “«* 

unc!;r  the  title  of  A 

SSSf ?  btsrJ >  W»,ss 

apainffM «  Ann  R t0  f1.,ndy°u  of»  IsyQur  barbarous  adion  committed 

and  after  ri,  /  h°-  mUrdered  iler  and  her  family  except  one  chi'd  • 

iu  s  ihort  itory,  mull  needs  put  into  his  book  nil  H  C'r.A’  t  j 

r  *  «s.i.»  he„f,.-Tic 

htr  Phv/n  T  •P7  eir°rS  pUmped  and  flfted  to  8et  fomething  aaainft 
or,  laying  their  fnares  to  entrap  her,  and  taking  their  opportunity 

'  hen  her  hdband  and  friends,  as  it  was  faid,  were  abfent  examined 

tir  an i died  her.— So .  (lie  goes  by  water,  with  many  others  who 

perceived  they  mull  go  to  pot  next,  and  providentially  fell  in  wJh 

Rhode 
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The  confufion  in  the  colony,  occasioned  by  tliefe  reli-  1637 
gious  difputes,  was  very  great  •,  and  it  appears,  from 
the  letters  then  wrote  from  England,  that  they  made 
great  n  >ife  there  ;  but  after  all,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
jf  Mr.  Vane  had  remained  in  England,  or  had  not  craftily 
made  ufe  of  the  party  which  maintained  thefe  peculiar 
opinions  in  religion,  to  bring  him  into  civil  power  and 
authority  and  draw  the  affedions  of  the  people  from 
thofe  who  were  their  leaders  into  the  wildernefs,  thefe, 
like  many  other  errors,  might  have  prevailed  a  Ihort 
time  without  any  difturbance  to  the  ftate,  and,  as  the 
abfurdity  of  them  appeared,  filently  fubfided,  and  pof- 
terity  would  not  have  known  that  luch  a  woman  as  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon  ever  exifted  +.  We  may  fuppofe  that  they, 
who  from  the  beginning  had  gone  along  with  her  in  her 
errors,  were  not  difpleafed  at  a  good  pretence  for  get-  . 
ting  rid  of  her  without  condemning  themfelves.  It  is 

,  '  I 

Rhode  Ifland,  where  they  made  a  cave  or  caves,  and  in  them  lived 
until  the  cold  winter  was  pall,  in  which  time  it  was  known  to  the 
profeiTors  where  they  were,  and  that  they  had  bought  tne  ifland  of  the 
Indian?,  And  the  profeiTors  began  to  dir  and  endeavour  to  bring  the 
ifland  within  the  compafs  of  their  patent ;  fo  the  poor  molefted  wo¬ 
man,  it  is  like,  let  in  fear,  and  thought  fhe  would  go  far  enough 
from  their  reach  ;  fo  going  fouthward  to  leek  a  place  to  fetde  upon, 
where  fhe  and  her  family  might  live  in  quiecnefs,  fell  upon  a  piece  of 
land  that  was  in  controverfy  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives,  and. 
the  Natives,  being  in  a  heat,  came  upon  them  and  were  the  execu¬ 
tioners  of  what  the  New-England  priefts,  magirtrates  and  church 
members,  were  the  occafion,  through  their  wicked  and  cruel  proceed¬ 
ings,  in  forcing  them  to  flee  from  their  rage  and  fury. — — So,  reader* 
thou  mayft  fee  the  rage  and  envy  of  this  profefling  generation;  for 
they  imprifoned  and  banifhed  this  tenderly  bred  woman  in  or  towards 
winter,  and,  what  with  fears  and  tailings  to  and  fro,  the  woman 
mifcarried,  upon  which  they  grounded  their  abominable  untruth. 

Many  witneifes  might  be  produced  to  prove  this,  and  todiiprove  their 
abominable  frequently  told  flander,  and  alfo  printed  by  priefls  and 
New-England  profeiTors  and  their  confederates  here  in  England.” 

f  A  great  number  of  the  principal  inhabitant?,  moil  of  them  be¬ 
ing  difarmed  and  deprived  of  their  civil  privileges,  removed.  Mr. 
Coddington  and  Du  miner  had  been  afliftants,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Afpin- 
wall  and  Coggefhall,  reprefentatives ;  Rainsford,  Sanford,  Savage, 

Eliot,  E^fton,  Bendall,  Penifon,  were  all  perfons  of  diflindion. 

About  60  were  difarmed  in  Bcflon  befldes. 

difficult 
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1637  difficult  to  difcover,  from  Mr.  Cotton’s  own  account 
ot  his  principles,  publiffied  ten  years  afterwards,  in  his 
anfwer  to  Bailey,  wherein  he  differed  from  her.  Her 
warm  imagination  was  more  wrought  upon  by  theenthu- 
liaftic  tenet  than  his  placid  temper.  He  feems  to  have 
been  in  danger  when  fhe  was  upon  trial.  Mr.  Dudley, 
the  Deputy  governor,  bore  hard  upon  him;  Hugh  Peters 
fhewed  that  he  was  well  dilpoled  to  bring  him  upon  trial. 
The  other  minifters  treated  him  coldly,  but  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  whofe  influence  was  now  greater  than  ever,  pro¬ 
tected  him.  Not  long  after,  in  a  fermon  af  a  fall  Dec. 

^638,  he  conteiied  and  bewailed  the  churches  and 
his  own  fecurity  and  credulity,  by  means  whereof  fo 
many  dangerous  errors  had  fpread,  and  fhewed  how  he 
came  to  be  deceived ;  the  errors  being  formed,  in 
words,  fo  near  the  truth  which  he  had  preached,  and 
the  falfhood  of  the  maintainers  ol  them  being  fuch  that 
they  ufually  would  deny  to  him  what  they  had  maintained 
to  others  +.  His  conduCt,  in  this  day  of  temptation,  was 
forgotten  and  he  foon  recovered  ;  and,  to  his  death,  pre- 
ferved  the  efteem  and  rtfpeCt  of  the  whole  colony. 

Mr. .Wheelwright went  toNew-Hampfhire,an<31aidthe 
foundation  of  the  town  and  church  of  Exeter  •,  and  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  Hampton,  and  from  thence  to  Salif- 
bury.  He  was  reftored  in  1644*  upon  a  flight  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  He  was  in  England  in  1658,  and  in  favour 
with  Cromwell,  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  the  church  at 
Hampton.  He  lived  to  be  the  oldeft  minifter  in  the 
colony;  which  would  have  been  taken  notice  of,  if  his 
perfecutors  had  not  remained  in  power*. 

The  court,  to  prevent  tumults, required  about  fixty  of 
the  inhabi  tan  tsofBofton  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  of  every  fort,  under  penalty  of  iol.  upon  each  per- 
fon  neglefting,  and  laid  the  like  penalty  upon  every  one  of 
them  who  fhould  afterwards  borrow  any  arms  or  ammu¬ 
nition.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  made  a  law  to  punifh 

Hubbard. 

*  He  died  in  1680'.  His  Ton,  grandfon,  and  great  grandfon  have 
b^n  of  the  council  for  the  province. 
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any  perfon  by  fine,  imprifonment  or  baniihment,  who  1637 
lhould  defame  any  court  or  any  of  their  ientences. 

A  great  number  removed  outof  the  jurifdiftion,  fome 
of  them  bei ng  banifhed,  fome  disfranchifed ;  more  to  Rhode 
Ifland  than  to  any  other  place.  In  a  (hort  time,  mod  of 
them  were  permitted  to  return  and  were  reftored  to  their 
former  privileges.  The  mod  of  thofe  errors,  which  were 
condemned  by  the  fynod,  it’s  probable,  they  never  would 
have  owned  as  their  principles,  and  they  appear  rather  to 
be  deduced,  by  fome  of  the  fynod,  as  naturally  following 
from  the  capital  opinions,  than  to  have  been  advanced  by 
the  opinionids  themfelves ;  or  perhaps  may  have  been 
unguardedly  dropped  by  particular  perfons,  in  the  heat  of 
their  difputes,  or  during  an  enthufiadick  frenzy  •,  and  in 
others  may  have  been  the  effedt  of  a  fond  fancy  for  para¬ 
doxical  tenets.  They  were  charged  indeed  with  principles 
which  admit  and  introduce  all  kinds  of  immorality,  and 
which  make  no  didindion  between  virtue  and  vice.  So 
are  fatalids  and  prededinarians.  Many  of  them  were  af¬ 
terwards  employed  in  pods  of  honour  and  trud,  were 
exemplary  in  their  lives  and  converfations,  and  their  let¬ 
ters  and  private  papers  fhew  that  they  were  pious  and  de¬ 
vout,  and  with  the  name  of  antinomians  paid  the  drided 
regard  to  moral  virtue.  The  opinionids  were  punilhed 
for  being  deluded  enthufiads.  The  other  fide  were  de¬ 
luded  alfo  by  a  zeal,  for  the  punidiment,  for  the  honour 
of  God,  of  l'uch  of  his  creatures  as  differed  in  opinion 
from  themfelves.  It  is  evident,  not  only  by  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
fon’s  trial,  but  by  many  other  public  proceedings,  that 
inquifition  was  made  into  men’s  private  judgments  as 
well  as  into  their  declarations  and  pradtice.  Toleration 
was  preached  againd  as  a  fin  in  rulers  which  would  bring 
down  the  judgments  of  heaven  upon  the  land  *. 

1  HIS 


*  Mr  Dudley  died  with  a  copy  of  verfes  in  his  pocket,  wrote  with, 
his  own  hand.  The  following  two  lines  made  part  of  it : 

Let  men  of  God,  in  court  and  churches,  watch 
O'er  fuch  as  do  a  toleration  hatch. 

This  was  the  prevailing  doctrine  many  years,  and  until  their 

were  opened  by  a  frelh  perfection  coming  upon  themfelves  from  King 

James. 
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J  637  This  unhappy  controverfy  did  not  take  off  the  attention 

0  * T)  Sovcrnme.nl:  from  their  neceffary  defence  againft 
the  Pequod  Indians,  who  continued  their  hoftilities. 
Governor  Vane  had  lent  Capt.  Underhill,  the  winter  be- 
lore,  to  ftrengthen  the  garrifon  at  Say  brook  fort,  which 
they  laid  fiege  to  for  feveral  weeks  together.  The  three  co¬ 
lonies,  Maffachufets,  Pli mouth  and  Connedlicut,  agreed, 
with  their  joint  forces,  to  go  into  the  Indian  country  and 
attempt  their  entire  deftrudtion.  Maffachufets  fent  160 
men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Stoughton.  The  num¬ 
ber  raffed  by  each  town  gives  us  fome  idea  of  the  pro¬ 
portion  which  the  feveral  fettlements  bore  to  one  another 
at  this  time  •  Connecticut  men  being  fete  led  near  the 
Indian  country,  it  was  expected  they  would  be  early  in 
aftion  ;  the  firft  of  the  Maffachufets  men  that  could  be 
raifed  were  therefore  ordered  to  march.  This  party  con¬ 
fided  of  40  men.  Capt.  Patrick  f ,  who  had  the  command 
of  them,  by  letters  difpatched  trom  Providence,  acquainted 
Capt.  Mafon  the  commander  of  the  Connecticut  men, 
that -he  was  hadening  to  join  him.  The  body  of  the  In¬ 
dians  were  in  two  forts  or  inclofures,  which  on  all  Tides 
they  had  rendered  as  defenfible  as  they  could  by  pallifa- 
does,  their  fkill  in  fortification  carrying  them  no  farther. 
Saffacus,  the  chief  fachem,  was  in  one  of  them,  and  to  that 
the  Englifh  intended.  Capt.  Mafon  went  with  about  80 
Englifh  (20  of  which,  under  Capt.  Underhill  of  the  Maf¬ 
fachufets,  he  had  taken  from  Saybrook  fort)  and  100 

James.  This  made  his  declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  con¬ 
science  welcome,  and  they  thanked  the  King  for  allowing  to  them 

what  they  before  thought  themfelves  bound  in  conscience  to  deny  to 
others. 

*  Bofton  26,  Charleftown  12,  Roxbury  10,  Dorcheiler  13,  Wey¬ 
mouth  5,  Hingham  6,  Medford  3,  Newbury  $,  Jpfwich  17,  Salem 
18,  Saugus  (Lyn)  16,  Watertown  14,  Newtown  19,  Marblehead  3. 

f  Patrick  had  fervid  in  Holland,  in  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  guard, 
and  was  fent  for  to  inftruft  the  people  of  the  colony  in  military  dif- 
cipline.  Jn  order  to  his  being  made  a  freeman,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Watertown,  but  the  ftritt  manners  of  the 
Ncw-England  men  did  not  agree  with  a  Dutch  foldier.  He  foon  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Dutch  at  New  Netherland.  He  was  ihot  dead  by  a 
Dutchman  at  Stamford  in  1643.  Hubbard , 
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river  *  Indians,  by  water,  to  the  Naraganfets  country,  1637 
where  200  of  that  tribe  joined  him.  He  would  gladly 
have  waited  for  Patrick’s  company,  but  was  afraid  the 
friend  Indians  would  attribute  the  delay  to  want  of  cou¬ 
rage,  and  therefore,  on  the  24th  of  May,  he  began  his 
march  for  Saffacus’s  fort.  The  Naraganfet  Indians  were 
ftruck  with  terror  at  the  name  of  Saffacus,  and  endeavoured 
to  diffuade  Mafon,  but  finding  him  determined,  many  of 
them  left  him,  and  near  an  hundred  of  them  went  back 
to  Providence,  where  they  reported  that  the  Pequods  had 
killed  all  the  Englifh.  This  report  was  carried  to  Bofton, 
and  mull  have  caufed  great  concern  there  ||.  Soon  after* 
one  of  Underhill’s  men  fell  lame,  and  the  reft  of  the 
company,  wearied  in  travelling,  being  loaded  with  arms, 
ammunition  and  provifions,  and  Saffacus’s  fort  being 
eight  miles  further  diftant,  they  refolved  to  attack  the 
Indians  in  the  other  which  was  called  Miftick  fort  ft.  We- 
quafh  J,  originally  a  Pequod,  who  was  born  at  Miftick 
but  now  lived  with  the  Naraganfets,  was  their  guide  to 
the  deftru&ion  of  his  own  countrymen  and  neareft  rela¬ 
tions.  They  fent  him  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  he  re¬ 
turned  with  intelligence,  that  the  Pequods  had  taken  great 
ftore  of  bafs  that  day  and  were  in  a  high  feaft,  finging 
dancing  and  blefnng  their  god  §  for  that  the  Englifh  were 
gone  away.  They  had  feen  the  veflfels  pafs  by  their  river, 
from  Say  brook  towards  Naraganfet,  and  fuppofed  they 
were  gone  off.  Some  of  the  Englifh  advanced,  and  heard. 

the  Indians  at  their  revels  until  midnight.  The  next 

♦ 

*  Connecticut  river.  ||  MS.  letter. 

f  A  mar.ufcript  journal  fays,  that  Underhill,  upon  his  man's  lame- 
nefs,  refolved  that  he  and  his  company  fhould  go  to  Miftick,  reading 
God’s  mind  by  that  providence  ;  and  that  Mafon,  unwilling  to  part, 
conformed,  but  Hubbard  fays,  they  were  both  of  a  mind  for  the 
other  reafons  mentioned.  Underhill  was  one  of  the  fOrwardeftof  the 
Bofton  enthufiafts. 

X  Wequafh  became  a  chriftian  and  an  apoftle  among  his  own  peo¬ 
ple,  travelling  up  and  down  to  make  converts  £  and  when  he  died, 
gave  his  ioul  to  Chrift,  and  Ins  only  child  to  the  Engl  fh,  hoping  it 
would  know  more  of  Chrift  than  its  poor  father  ever  did.  M  .  She¬ 
pard's  letter  to  London. 

§  This  may  be  the  conjefture  of  the  journalift. 
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1  ^37  morning  (May  26)  about  break  of  day,  after  a  march  of 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  place  where  they  halted  the 
night  before,  they  came  within  fight  of  the  fort  which  was 
upon  a  hill.  Wequafh  piloted  them  to  the  gate.  The 
centinel  happened  juft  then  to  be  gone  into  a  wigwam  to 
light  his  pipe.  The  Indians  were  all  in  a  deep  fleep. 
One  of  their  dogs,  barking  at  the  approach  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  caufed  a  difcovery.  The  Indians  within  the  fort 
began  their  tremendous  yell,  and  the  Indians  without, 
who  were  in  the  Englifh  rear  and  afraid  to  come  up,  fe- 
conded  them.  No  found  that  was  ever  made  can  be 
more  horrid  than  the  Indian  yell.  The  Englifh  imme¬ 
diately  fired  into  the  fort,  the  palifadoes  not  being  lb 
clofe  as  to  hinder  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  goino- be¬ 
tween.  Not  being  able  eafily  to  enter  at  the  gate,  Mafon 
went  round  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fort,  where  was  ano¬ 
ther  opening  or  entrance  barred  with  branches  of  forked 
trees  only  ;  at  which  he  entred,  with  thofe  that  were 
with  him.  His  lieutenant  and  the  reft  of  the  Englifh 
entred,  at  the  fame  time,  by  other  parts.  The  Indians, 
who  had  no  arms  but  bows,  tomahawks  and  Englifh  hat¬ 
chets,  made  ftout  refiftance  at  firft,  and  wounded  many 
of  the  Englifh.  Mafon  intended  to  have  fpared  the  wig¬ 
wams,  but  finding  his  men  thus  diftrefied,  he  entred  one 
of  them,  and,  with  a  firebrand  he  found  there,  fet  it  on 
fire.  While  he  was  doing  it,  an  Indian  was  drawing  his 
bow  and  would  undoubtedly  have  killed  him,  if  his  fer- 
jeant,  coming  in,  had  not  cut  the  bow-ftring  with  his 
hanger.  The  fire  fpread  to  the  reft  of  the  wigwams,  and 
the  Englifh  all  retreated  without  the  fort  and  furrounded 
it.  The  Indians,  fome  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  palifa¬ 
does  to  avoid  the  fire  and  fo  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
Englifh  bullets,  others  forced  their  way  out  of  the  forr, 
and  if  any  of  them  brake  through  the  Englifh  the  allied 
Indians  were  in  a  ring  at  fome  little  diftance  ;  fo  that  few 
if  any  efcaped.  There  were  about  60  or  70  wigwams  in 
the  fort  or  inclofure,  and,  it  was  imagined,  four  or  five 
hundred  Pequods  men  women  and  children.  Three  of 
the  Englifh  were  flair),  and  many,  both  Englifh  and  In- 
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dians  their  friends,  wounded  with  arrows,  and  fome  very 
badly.  The  army  was  in  diftrefs,  notwithftanding  their 
vi&ory.  The  morning  was  cold.  They  had  no  "fort  of 
refrefhment,  not  fo  much  as  water,  nor  any  IheJter  for 
their  wounded.  They  had  no  intelligence  of  their  vef- 
fels,  which  had  been  ordered  to  come  from  Naraganfet  to 
Pequod  river.  Many  Indians  were  in  the  woods,  who 
were  not  of  the  party  in  the  fort.  In  the  midft  of  this 
perplexity,  theyefpied  their  veflels  at  a  diflance,  failing 
towards  them.  They  then  took  up  their  wounded  upon 
mats  fattened  to  poles,  fome  with  the  heads  of  the  arrows 
in  their  bodies,  and  marched  to  the  veflels  fix  miles 
through  the  woods  and  fwamps,  the  Indians  lying  in  wait 
at  every  convenient  place,  and,  with  their  arrows,  wound¬ 
ing  many  more  ;  but  many  of  the  Indians  were  flain  in 
their  attempts  upon  the  Englifli.  They  put  their  wounded 
into  one  of  the  barks,  which  fet  fail  the  fame  night  and 
reached  Saybrook  fort.  Patrick  came  in  a  pinnace  from 
Providence  to  Naraganfet  foon  after  the,  forces  marched, 
and,  with  the  other  veflels,  went  forward,  taking  Myon- 
tinomo,  the  fachem  of  Naraganfet  with  them  ;  but  their 
arrival  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  adtion,  after  it  was  over.  Mott  of  the  Engliflj 
and  all  the  Indians  marched  through  what  was  called 
Nianticut’s  country,  to  Saybrook  fort,  their  veflels  alfo 
arriving  there  the  next  day.  The  Indians,  in  alliance 
with  the  Englifli,  had  taken  eighteen  captives,  ten  males 
and  eight  females,  four  of  the  males  were  difpofed  of, 
one  to  each  of  four  fachems,  the  reft  put  to  the  fword. 
Pour  of  the  females  were  left  at  the  fort,  the  other  four 
carried  to  Connecticut,  where  the  Indians  challenged  them 
as  their  prize ;  the  Englilh  not  agreeing  to  it  they  were 
lacrificed  alfo  to  end  the  difpute.  The  policy,  as  well  as 
the  morality  of  this  proceeding,  may  well  be  queftioned. 
The  Indians  have  ever  fhewn  great  barbarity  to  their 
Englifli  captives,  the  Englifli  in  too  many  inftances  have 
retaliated  it.  This  has  only  enraged  them  the  more. 
Befides,  to  deftroy  women  and  children,  for  the  barbarity 
c!  their  hufbands  and  parents,  cannot  eafily  be  juftified, 
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1637  Sassacus,  thefachem,  after  the  taking  of  Miftick  fort 
and  io  many  of  his  warriors  being  flain,  broke  down  his 
own  fort,  burnt  all  their  wigwams,  put  his  goods  into  ca¬ 
noes,  and  men,  women  and  children  forfook  their  country 
and  went  away  by  land  to  Quinnipiack.  The  forces  un¬ 
der  Capt.  Stoughton  arrived  atSaybrook  the  latter  end  of 
June.  They  purfued  the  Indians,  meeting  now  and  then 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  w horn  they  killed  or  took  prifoners ; 
at  length,  they  were  informed  of  a  great  body  of  Indians 
In  a  fwamp  *,  which  they  furrounded.  They  feem  to  have 
been  of  other  tribes  as  well  as  Pequods.  One  of  the  fa- 
chems  came  out  with  99  men,  women  and  children,  and 
delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  Englifh.  Wampum  he  faid 
he  had  none,  nor  had  he  ever  killed  any  Englifh.  The 
garment  he  had  on,  which  was  of  black  beaver  fkin,  he  pre- 
iented.  An  Indian  was  fent  in  to  tell  the  reft,  that  if  ihey 
would  come  out  and  deliver  up  their  arms  and  clear  them- 
i'elves  from  having  murdered  any  Englifh  they  Ihould  fare 
the  better.  After  a  Ihort  parley,  they  determined,  that  as 
they  had  lived  together  they  would  die  together.  Twelve 
ef  the  murtherers  were  among  them.  They  were  about 
eighty  in  all.  The  Englifh  fired  upon  them,  and  having 
furrounded  the  fwamp  all  night,  entered  in  the  morning, 
but  found  great  part  had  efcaped.  Some  of  the  Indians 
had  guns  and  fired  upon  the  Englifh.  This  is  the  firft 
account  we  have  of  their  making  ufe  of  guns.  Saffacus 
fled  to  the  Mohawks,  by  whom  it  was  reported  he  was 
murdered.  It  is  more  probable,  that  he  and  his  company 
incorporated  with  them.  Many  of  the  captives  were  fent 
to  Bermudas  and  fold  for  flaves.  The  Pequod  tribe  was 
wholly  extinguifhed.  The  Naraganfets  took  charge  of 
fome  of  them,  and  promifed  to  pay  the  Englifh  for  their 
fervice  ;  the  few  that  remained  never  dared  own  they 
belonged  to  that  tribe,  but  mixed  with  the  Naraganfetand 
other  tribes.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  relating 
this  acftion,  it  being  the  firft  between  the  Englifn  and  In¬ 
dians,  many  circumftances  not  having  been  publifhed  be- 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  near  Fairfield  or  Stratford. 

:  fore, 


fore,  and  the  reft  of  the  Indians  being  thereby  brought 
to  be  more  afraid  of  the  Englifh,  and  reftrained  from 
open  hoftilities  near  forty  years  together. 

This  year,  1637,  a  number  of  the  Puritan  minifters 
in  England  wrote  over  to  the  minifters  of  New-England, 
informing  them  of  reports  that  they  had  embraced  new 
opinions  which  they  difliked  formerly,  and  which  they  in 
England  ft  ill  judged  to  be  ground  lefs  and  unwarrantable, 
viz.  “  That  a  ftinted  form  of  prayer  and  fet  liturgy  is  un¬ 
lawful.  That  the  children  of  godly  and  approved  chriftians 
are  not  to  be  baptized  until  their  parents  be  let  members 
of  fome  particular  congregations.  That  the  parents  them- 
felves,  though  of  approved  piety,  are  not  to  be  received 
to  the  Lord’s  flipper  until  they  be  admitted  fet  members. 
That  the  power  of  excommunication  is  in  the  body  of  the 
church,  though  the  minifter  fhould  be  of  another  mind. 
That  upon  a  minifter’s  joeing  difmified,  though  unjuftly, 
from  his  particular  congregation,  heceafeth  to  be  a  miniftcr. 
That  one  minifter  cannot  perform  a  minifterial  a£t  in  any 
but  his  own  congregation.  That  members  of  one  congre¬ 
gation  may  not  communicate  in  another. 55  They  add, 
cc  that  letters  in  New-Engiand  had  influenced  many  in 
Old  to  leave  their  afifemblies,  becaufe  of  a  ftinted  liturgy, 
and  to  abfent  themfelves  from  the  Lord’s  flipper  becaufe' 
fuch  as  ought  to  be  were  not  debarred  from  it.”  They 
therefore  requefted  that  a  feafonable  review  might  be 
taken  of  the  grounds  and  reafons  that  had  Iwayed,  and  lent 
over,  and  if  they  were  found  to  have  weight  they  would 
be  ready  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellow  fliip  ;  if  otberwile 
they  would  animadvert  upon  them,  fo  far  as  they  varied 
from  the  truth,  &c.  ,  The  famous  puritan,  John  Dod, 
joined  in  the  requeft  *.  Mr.  Hooker,  upon  the  occafion 
of  this  letter,  writes  thus  to  Mr.  Shepard,  I  confefs  freely 
“  to  thee  my  fears  that  the  firft  and  fecond  queftions, 
touching  a  ftinted  form  of  prayer,  will  prove  very  hard 
to  make  any  handfome  work  upon  ;  and  I  do  fadly  fuf* 
<c  pe£t  a  troublefome  anfwer  may  be  returned  to  all  the  ar- 
€C  guments.  This  to  yourfelf,  wherein  I  crave  fiknce.” 

*  MS.  original  letters  and  papers. 
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637  Aft  anfwer  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and  a  more  full 
aniwer  afterwards  printed.  In  f6me  of  the  points,  I  fun- 
pofe  the  two  lad,  the  minifters  in  England  were  mifin- 
rormed,  In  iome  of  the  others,  particularly  thofe  which  it 
Was  thought  molt  difficult  to  anfwer,  in  a  few  years  after 

the  clergy  in  England  fully  concurred  with  their  brethren 
tn  New-England. 

.\N  Jufc  I^37>  two  large  ihips  arrived  from  England 
With  paffengers.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Hopkins  *  two 
Eondon  merchants,  Mr.  Davenport  a  minifter  of  great 
character  for  learning  and  piety,  and  many  others  of  good 
note  and  condition  were  of  this  company.  Great  pains 
were  taken  to  perfuade  them  to  flay  in  the  jurifdiftion. 
I  ne  court  offered  them  any  place  they  would  pitch  upon. 

he  town  of  Newbury  offered  to  give  up  their  fettlement 
to  them.  Quinnipiack,  and  the  country  between  that  and 
the  Dutch,  was  reprefented  as  a  very  fruitful  place  and 
We  fituated  for  trade  and  navigation.  They  flattered 
themfelves,  but  upon  what  grounds  does  not  appear,  that 
there  they  fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  gover¬ 
nor,  with  which  the  country  was  from  time  to  time 
threatned.  Thefe  were  the  reafons  publickly  given  for 
iemoving  there.  Befides,  the  principal  men  of  the  new 
company  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  government  there ; 
heie,  it  was  natural  to  expeff,  the  old  ftanders  would  be 
confidered  as  their  fuperiors*  They  laid  the  foundation 

*  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been  a  Turkey  merchant  in  London,  of  Rood 

Credit  and  eflcem,  but  of  puritan  principles;  and  for  the  fake  of  an 
endiitufbed  enjoyment  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  agreeable  to  thofe 
principle?,  came  to  New- Engl  and.  He  married  Mr.  Eaton’s  daugh¬ 
ter-in-law  VY  hen  Mr.  Eaton  removed  to  New-Haven,  Mr.  Hopkins 
went  to  Hartford,  the  chief  town  of  Conne&icut,  and  was  chofen 
£heir  governor  feveral  years,  at  length,  returned  to  England  and  wa3 
cho.en  member  o f  parliament,  was  warden  of  the  fleet,  a  commif- 
iioner  Oi  the  navy  and  of  the  admiralty.  He  had,  notwithftanding, 
thoughts  of  returning  to  New-England,  having  an  affeftion  for  the 
country,  but  death  put  an  end  to  thofe  thoughts.  He  died  at  Lon¬ 
don,  m  March  1697.  He  left  a  legacy  to  Harvard  College,  which 

was  unpaid  until  1 710,  when  it  was  received  by  virtue  of  a  decree  in 
Chancery, 
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of  a  flourifliing  colony,  of  which  Quinnipiack,  or  New-  1637 
Haven,  was  the  chief  town.  They  agreed  among  them- 
felves  upon  a  model  of  government  in  church  and  ftatc* 
very  like  to  that  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  continued  a 
diftinft  colony  and  government  until  the  year  1665*,  when 
Connecticut:  and  New-Haven,  having  three  years  before 
been  incorporated  by  a  charter  from  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  united  under  one  governor  f  •  The  people  in  the 


*  Connecticut  charter  was  brought  over  by  Mr.  Wmthrop  1^1662, 
but  New-Haven  refufed  to  fubmit  to  it.  At  a  general  meeting  at 
New-Haven,  4th  Nov.  1662,  Mr.  Davenport  being  prelent  infilled 
1  That  the  colony  of  New-Haven  was  not  within  the  patent.  2. 
That  it  was  not  lawful  to  join,  and  they  unanimoufly  concluded  to 
Hand  to  their  own  combination.  Goffers  Journal.  But  in  1669,  upon 
commiffioners  Coming  over  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  colonies, 
they  wifely  changed  their  refolution,  and  of  a  colony  became  a  county, 
and  fo  have  remained  ever  fince. 

f  The  heads  of  the  combination  or  agreement  were  thele,  viz. 

That  none  fhall  be  admitted  to  any  office  in  the  government,  civil 
or  military,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  ele&ion,  except  he  be  a  member 

of  one  of  the  churches  in  New-England.  11* 

That  all  the  freemen,  without  fummons,  (hall  yearly  meet,  the  Ialt 
fourth  day  in  May,  and  vote  in  the  eledion  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  magiftrates  and  other  officers ;  fuch  as  cannot  attend  in  perlon 
mav  vote  by  proxy,  or  fend  their  votes  fealed. 

That  there  be  a  general  court,  confifting  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  and  magiftrates,  and  two  deputies  for  each  plantation  where 
there  is  a  church  and  freemen  orderly  admitted  ;  every  member  ot  the 
court  to  have  a  voice,  and  all  determinations  to  be  by  the  major  vote 
of  the  magiftrates  and  the  major  vote  of  the  deputies.  This  court  to 
fit  the  laft  fourth  day  of  May  in  every  year  of  courfe,  and  on  other 
occafions  to  be  fummoned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the 
deputy  governor,  or  in  the  abfence  of  both  by  two  magiftrates.  To 
declare,  publifh  and  eftabliffi  the  laws  of  God  the  fupreme  legiflator, 
and  to  make  and  repeal  orders  for  fmaller  matters  not  particularly  de¬ 
termined  in  fcripture,  according  to  the  general  rules  of  righteoufnefs. 
To  order  all  affairs  of  war  and  peace,  and  all  matters  relative  to  the 
defending  or  fortifying  the  country.  To  receive  and  determine  all  ap¬ 
peals,  civil  or  criminal,  from  any  inferior  courts,  in  whicn  they  are 
to  proceed  according  to  fcripture  light,  and  laws  and  orders  agieeing 

therewith.  ,  ,  . . 

That  there  be  a  court  of  magiftrates,  to  meet  or  be  held  twice  every 

v$ar,  to  determine  all  weighty  caufes,  civil  or  criminal,  above  thole 
'  p  ^  limited 
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1 637  Milflachufets  foon  after  reflected  upon  the  favour  of  provt- 
v-nce,  in  not  gratifying  them  with  the  continuance  of  this 
company  among  them.  It  appeared  that  the  Dutch  werede- 
igmng  to  take  poffeffion  of  this  country,  and  they  oppofed 
the  Englilh  m  the  fettlement  even  of  New-Haven  itfelf, 
tin  earning  holulitiesagainft  them.  Mr.  Eaton,  being  a  man 
01  good  abilities,  was  a  fit  perfon  to  refill  them  ;  and, 

'  finally. 


muted,  to  plantation  courts,  and  to  receive  and  try  all  appeals  from 
plantation  courts.  In  this  court,  when  the  voices  are  equal,  the  cr0. 
l  ei  nor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy  governor,  ihall  have  a  calling 

I  hat  there  be  a  court  in  each  plantation,  in  which  there  fhall  be  one 
or  more  magiflrates  ;  the  freemen  to  chufe  two,  three  or  four  deputies 
to  af.il.  the  magi  Urate  for  the  trial  of  civil  caufes,  not  exceeding  twenty 

pounds,  and  criminal,  the'penalty  not  exceeding  flocks,  whipping  or 
live  pounds  fine.  rr 

Their  laws  arfd  judicial  proceedings  varied  in  very  few  circumflances 
?iom  the  Mauachufets ;  one  indeed  was  a  material  one,  that  they  had 
no  jury,  neither  in  civil  nor  criminal  cafes.  All  matters  offadl,  as 
wco  as  Jaw,  were  determined  by  the  court. 

,  sv7r'  Davenport,  the  minifler  who  came  over  with  Mr.  Eaton,  had 
becn  a  preacher  of  great  noie  in  Colman-flreet,  London,  and  for  his 
noncompuance  in  ecclefiaftical  matters  abfconded  and  came  over  pri- 
vatefy.  Many  of  his  principal  hearers  accompanied  him,  and  formed 
a  t.  arch  at  New-Haven.  Another  company  came  from  Kent,  Suf- 
*o!k’  3nd  SurLv  In  England,  among  whom  was  Mr.  William  Leet,  then 
a  young  man  (after  Mr.  Eaton’s  death,  governor)  and  after  the  colonies 
vr.re  united,  iome  time  governor  of  Conne&icut.  Thefe,  with  Mr 
vy  hutield  their  minifler,  chofe  a  place  about  16  miles  Eaft  of  New- 
lay  en,  ftoce  called  Guildford.  Another  company  removed  from  Hart¬ 
ford  with  Mr.  Peter  Prudden  for  their  minifler,  and  fettled  a  little  Weft 
from  New-Haven  and  called  the  place  Milford.  Brainford  on  the  Eaft, 
and  Stamford  near  forty  miles  Weft  of  New-flaven,  were  both  fettled 
by  people  who  removed  from  Weathersfield  on  account  of  difturbances 
m  the  church  there.  Thefe  towns,  together  with  a  plantation  upon  the 
r. aft  end  of  Long-Iftand  called  Southold,  are  faid  to  have  been  all  that 
were  concerned  in  the  combination  which  was  firft  formed.  The  co- 
Li.y  chofe  their  leader  Mr.  Eaton  for  their  firft  governor,  and  con¬ 
tinued  him  every  year  until  he  died,  which  was  14  years  after  the  foun¬ 
dation.  1  heir  chief  view  was  trade*  and,  to  be  better  accommodated, 
they  built  on  fmall  houfe-lots  near  the  fea,  and  fairer  and  more 
commodious  houfes  than  thofe  in  the  other  colonies.  They  built 
veffels  for  foreign  voyagey'arfd  fet  up  trading-houfes  upon  lands 
which  they  purchafed  at  Delaware  bay  for  the  fake  of  beaver,  but 
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finally,  in  the  year  1650,  the  other  colonies  uniting  in  1617 
the  caufe  with  New-Haven,  they  were  by  treaty  limited 
to  Greenwich,  laid  to  be  ten  or  twelve  miles  on  a  ftraic 
line  diftant  from  Hudfon’s  river.  Indeed  the  fufFcring 
them  to  extend  thus  far  was  mere  favour  and  indulgence, 
but  there  had  been  a  good  correipondence  always  kept 
up  between  the  Engiifh  colonies  and  thefe  intruders. 

They  had  mutual  trade  and  commerce,  and  although  the 
Dutch  at  that  day,  whatever  they  may  now  do,  did  not 
efteem  godlinefs  to  be  the  greateft  gain,  yet  their  form  of 
worfhip,  their  principles  as  to  difcipline  and  ceremonies 
were  more  agreeable  to  the  New-Englanders  than  thole 
of  the  high  party  in  England.  New-Haven  was  a  bar¬ 
rier  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  caufed  its  in- 
creafe.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  Maflachufets, 
by  the  removal  of  this  company,  were  enabled  to  pro- 

were  unfuccefsful,  and  their  flocks  funk  very  fall,  and  in  five  or  fix 
years  they  were  much  exhautled.  Unwilling  to  give  over,  they  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves,  as  a  laft  effort,  in  building  a  fhip  for  the  trade  to 
England,  in  which  they  put  their  whole  flock  of  money,  plate,  and 
and  all  the  proper  goods  they  could  procure,  to  make  a  more  valu¬ 
able  adventure.  In  her  went  paffenger  Mr.  Grigfon,  one  of  the  ma- 
giflrates,  in  order  to  folicit  a  patent,  and  eight  or  ten  more  confider- 
able  perfons,  who,  to  ufe  Mr.  Cotton’s  exprefiion,  all  went  to  heaven 
by  water,  the  fhip  never  being  heard  of  after  their  failing.  The  lofs 
of  this  fhip  entirely  broke  them  up  as  traders,  and  they  turned  to 
hufbandry  for  their  fupport.  The  manner  of  their  fettiement,  upon 
fmail  lots,  was  inconvenient  for  hufbandmen,  and  the  foil  was  not 
the  belt,  fo  that  they  were  much  difcouraged  and  feveral  projections 
were  made  for  their  removal  in  a  body.  They  made  further  pur- 
chafes  of  large  tracts  of  land  at  Delaware  bay,  but  were  obfiruded 
and  difcouraged  by  oppofition  from  the  Dutch.  They  had  offers  from 
Ireland,  after rhe  wars  were  over,  and  were  in  treaty  for  the  purchafe 
of  lands  there  for  a  fmail  diftind  province  by  themfelves,  and  when 
Jamaica  was  conquered  by  Cromwell,  propofals  were  made  to  them 
to  remove  there  in  a  body  ;  but  as  the  fir  ft  generation  went  off,  and 
the  fecond  came  on  with  the  attachment  natural  to  the  place  of  their 
birth  and  education,  they  became  more  reconciled  to  their  fituation, 
and  although  they  have  never  been  remarkable  for  foreign  commerce, 
the  firll  intention  of  the  fettiement,  yet  their  improvements  in  huf¬ 
bandry  have  been  equal  to  any  of  their  neighbours.  The  ancient 
colony  of  New-Haven  is  at  this  day  a  principal  part  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  on  many  accounts  refpedable,  and  to  be  placed  with 
thofe  of  the  fir  ft  rank. 

vide 
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1637  vide  the  better  for  the  immediate  acommodation  of  the 
great  number  of  pafiengers  which  unexpectedly  came 
over  the  next  year ; 

For  in  1638,  notwithstanding  the  clamour  againft  the 

1638  plantation  was  revived  in  England,  and  a  defign  was  on 
foot  to  revoke  and  annul  the  charter,  there  arrived  about 
20  fhips  and  three  thoufand  pafiengers.  Thefe  (hips 
were  the  more  welcome  to  the  colony,  becaufe  they  were 
afraid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  complaints  againft 
them,  a  flop  would  be  put  to  any  more  pafiengers  com¬ 
ing  from  England.  In  1635,  a  commiflion  had  been 
granted  to  fcveral  of  the  nobility,  and  greac  officers  of 
the  crown  for  the  regulation  of  the  colonies-}-.  The  arch¬ 
bifhop  or  Canterbury  [Laud]  kept  a  jealous  eye  over 
New-England.  One  Burdett  of  Pifcataqua  was  his  cor- 
refpondent.  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop,  wrote 
by  Burdett,  was  found  in  his  ftudy,  and  to  this  effeCt,  viz. 
“  That  he  delayed  going  to  England,  that  he  might 
“  fully  inform  himfelf  of  the  ftate  of  the  place  as  to  alle¬ 
giance,  for  it  was  not  new  difcipline  which  was  aimed 
at,  but  fovereignty  -,  and  that  it  was  accounted  perjury 

s‘  and  trealon,  in  their  general  court,  to  fpeak  of  appeals 
44  to  the  King.”  By  the  firft  fhips  which  came  this  year, 
a  letter  was  brought  from  the  archbifhop  to  Burdetr,  ren¬ 
dering  him  thanks  for  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 
and  alluring  him,  that  he  would  take  a  time  for  the  redrefs 
of  the  diforderswhich  he  informed  them  of-,  but,  by  reafon 
of  much  bulinefs  which  lay  upon  them,  they  could 
not  at  that  time  accomplifh  his  defire.  This  letter  to 
Burdett  was,  by  fome  means  or  other  not  mentioned, 
fiiewn  to  the  governor  of  the  Mafiachufets.  A  quo  war¬ 
ranto  had  been  brought  by  fome  Sir  John  Banks,  attor¬ 
ney-general,  a  year  or  two  before,  againft  the  governor, 
deputy-governor  and  afiiftants  of  the  corporation  of  the 
Mafiachufets.  This  was  never  ferved  upon  any  perfons  in 
New-England.  Some,  which  were  or  had  been  of  the 
corporation,  and  who  remained  in  England,  appeared  and 
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declaimed  the  charter  •,  and  there  was  a  determination,  1 
that  the  liberties  and  franchifes  of  the  corporation  Ihould 
be  feized  into  the  King’s  hands  j  but,  it  is  faid,  judgment 
was  never  entered  in  form  againft  the  corporation*.  It  is 
agreed,  that  there  was  an  order  of  the  King  in  council  May 
3d  1 637,  that  the  attorney-general  be  required  to  call  for 
the  patent  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  this  year  (1638)  Mr. 
Winthrop  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meautis,  clerk  of  the 
council,  accompanied  vvith  an  order  from  the  Lords  of  the 
council  of  April  4th  1638,  requiring  the  governor,  or  any 
other  perfon  who  fhould  have  the  letters  patent  in  their 
power  or  cuftody,  without  fail  to  tranfmit  the  fame  by 
the  return  of.the  fhip  which  carried  the  order,  and  in  cafe 
of  contempt  their  Lordfhips  would  move  his  Majefty  to 
re-afTume  into  his  hands  the  whole  plantation.  An  anfwer 
was  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted,  as  appears  by  the  files  of 
the  court  d*;  in  which,  after  profeffing  their  loyalty,  they 
fay,  that  they  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  the  quo  war¬ 
ranto  ;  if  they  had  been,  they  fhould  have  had  a  good  plea 
againft  it,  that  they  came  over  with  their  families  and 
eftates,  with  his  Majefty’s  licence  and  encouragement, 
had  greatly  enlarged  his  dominions,  and  if  their  charter 
fhould  be  taken  away  they  fhould  be  forced  to  remove  to 
fome  other  place  or  return  to  their  native  country  ; 
that  the  other  plantations  would  be  broke  up,  and  the 
the  whole  country  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or 
Dutch,  and  that  all  men  would  be  difcouraged  from  fuch 
undertakings  in  confidence  of  a  royal  grant ;  that  the 
common  people,  if  call  off  by  his  Majefty,  might  confe¬ 
derate  under  fome  new  form  of  government,  which  would 
be  of  evil  example  and  might  expofe  the  court  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  difpleafure  and  for  thefe  reafons,  they  pray  their 
Lordfhips  that  they  may  be  fuffered  to  live  in  this  wil- 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  judgment  was  given^  &c.  but  the  government 
themfelves,  in  fome  of  their  declarations  in  King  Charles  the  fecond’S 
time,  fay,  that  the  procefs  was  never  compleated. — Judgment  was  en¬ 
tered  againft  fo  many  as  appeared,  and  they  which  did  not  appear 
were  outlawed, 

f  The  records  of  the  fefiion  take  no  notice  of  it.  Appendix. 

J  For  being  the  occafion  of  it,  by  giving  up  the  charter. 

dernefsj 
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163S  de  reefs ;  that  their  liberties  may  not  be  reftrained,  when 

K'  j1"5 Cn  ar§ec| »  and  that  men  of  abilities  may  not  be 
.nure  rom  coming  to  them,  when  they  are  encouraged 

o  &o  to  otner  plantations.  It  was  never  known  what 
reception  this  anfvver  met  with.  It  is  certain,  that  no 
further  demand  was  made.  In  a  lhort  time,  the  arch- 
Ddhop,  and  feveral  other  of  the  Lords  of  the  council  who 
were  prefent  at  this  order,  loft  their  authority  and  influ¬ 
ence.  They  were  as  much  perplexed,  when  called  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  own  conduct,  as  the  colony  could  have  been 
for  theirs,  had  it  been  more  exceptionable  than  it  was. 

v  e  may  make  fome  conjectures  what  would  have  been  the 
con.equence  of  taking  away  the  charter  at  this  time.  It  is 
pieity  certain,  the  body  of  the  people  would  have  left  the 
country.  Two  years  after,  meerly  from  a  diffatisfadtion 
with  the  foil  and  the  climate,  many  did  remove,  and  many 
more  were  on  tiptoe  and  reftrained  only  by  the  confidera- 
tion  of  their  engagements  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  one 
another ;  but  where  they  would  have  removed,  is  the 
queftion.  It  would  not  have  been  to  the  French.  This 
would  have  been  going  further  from  the  fun.  They  were 
too  far  northward  already.  Befides,  they  might  well  ex- 
pedl  a  heavier  yoke  under  the  romiih  hierarchy,  than 
what  they  complained  of  under  the  proteftant.  They 
would  not  have  removed  to  any  plantation  or  territory 
claimed  by  the  King  of  England.  What  affurance  could 
they  nave  of  lecurity,  for  the  enjoyment  of  privileges, 
m  any  othei  pait,  hronger  than  they  had  when  they  came 
here?  After  tiiey  had  ipent  their  fubftance,  and  many 
that  came  with  them  their  lives,  in  poflefling  and  im¬ 
proving  a  country,  in  confidence  that  they  fliould  enjoy 
their  charter  privileges,  they  and  their  pofterity  for  ever, 
they  would  not  have  trufted  to  promifes  if  any  had  been 
mace  them  a  fecond  time.  It  is  moft  likely  they  would 
have  gone  to  the  Dutch  at  Hudfon’s  river.  They  had 
always  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  them.  In 
their  religious  principles  and  form  of  wwfhip  and  church 
government,  they  we  re  not  very  diftant  from  one  another. 
The  Dutch  were  not  generally  very  nice  upon  thofe  points. 

The 
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The  only  difficulty  would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  1638 
thofe  privileges  in  matters  of  government  from  the 
Dutch,  which  they  had  from  the  Englifh  *,  and  l  think 
the  Dutch  would  have  been  politic  enough  to  have  grant¬ 
ed  them.  If  they  had  failed  with  the  Dutch,  fuch  was 
their  refolution,  that  they  would  have  fought  a  vacuum 
domicilium ,  (a  favourite  expreffion  with  them)  in  fome 
part  of  the  globe  where  they  would,  according  to  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  have  been  free  from  the  controul  of  any 
European  power.  In  their  firft  migration,  mod  of  them 
could  fay,  omnia  mea  mecum  forto.  All  the  difference, 
as  to  the  fecond  would  have  been,  that  fo  far  as  they  had 
leffened  their  fubftance,  fo  much  lefs  room  would  have 
been  neceffary  for  the  tranfportation  of  what  remained. 

Such  afcheme  would  have  confided  very  well  with  their 
notions  of  civil  fubjecftion,  as  we  lhall  fee  in  many  in- 
flances.  I  do  not  fay  their  notions  were  juft.  Allegiance 
in  an  Englifh  born  fubjedl  is  faid  to  be  perpetual,  and 
to  accompany  him  wherever  he  goes. 

The  fame  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants 
were  chofen  for  1638,  as  had  been  for  1637.  The  fet- 
tlements  were  extended  this  year  beyond  Merrimack  ri¬ 
ver.  Salifbury  and  Hampton  had  a  great  quantity  of  fait 
meadows.  They  were  an  inducement  to  people  to  fit 
down  there,  although  the  upland  was  a  light  fandy  foil 
and  not  very  inviting.  Rowley  and  Sudbury  were  both 
fettled  this  year  alfo. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  being  defirous  of  larger  ac¬ 
commodations,  many  of  them  removed  to  Long  Eland, 
near  the  weft  end  ;  Lord  Stirling,  by  his  agent  there, 
having  fold  or  quitclaimed  to  them  a  tradt  for  a  planta- 
-  tion  ;  but  they  were  foon  difturbtd  by  the  Dutch,  and 
lome  of  them  were  imprifoned  under  a  pretence  of  an 
affront  offered  to  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  arms,  which 
they  had  taken  down  from  a  tree  where  the  Dutch  had 
hung  them  up..  Not  being  able  to  keep  their  ground, 
they  removed  to  the  eaft  end,  and  fettled  a  church  and 
town  (Southampton)  and  entered  intoa  civil  combination, 

intending 
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1638  intending  to  be  independent  of  any  of  the  colonies.  An¬ 
other  dutinct  government  was  forming  at  the  mouth  of 
Connefticut  river  by  the  agent  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal 
and  Lord  Brooke,  who,  with  other  perfons  of  diftinCion, 
were  ftill  expedted  in  New-England,  and  other  compa¬ 
nies  who  were  intending  to  remove,  intended  likewife  to 
form  into  feparate  governments.  But  this  humour  did  not 
lait  long.  In  a  few  years,  all  the  colonies  found  an  union 
or  confederacy  neceftary  for  their  defence,  not  only  againft 
the  Indians,  but  againft  the  French  and  Dutch  ;  and  there 
could  be  no  encouragement  for  fmall  bodies  of  men  to  fit 
down  any  where,  independant  or  unconnefted.  All  that 
had  begun  any  fettlements  between  the  Mafiachufets  and 
the  Dutch  (the  Rhode  Ifianders  excepted,  who  were  co- 

v^rfd»  eXCept.on  the  fea»  by  the  other  colonies)  joined 
with  Connecticut  or  New-Haven,  and  all  to  the  eaflt- 

ward,  whether  in  New-Hamplhire,  Province  of  Main 
or  the  country  further  eaft,  applied  to  the  Mafiachufets 
tnat  they  might  incorporate  with  them. 

The  year  1638  was  memorable  for  a  very  great  earth¬ 
quake  throughout  New-England.  The  fhake,  by  the 
printed  accounts  or  it,  and  from  manufcript  letters,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  equal  to  that  in  1727,  the  pewter  in 
many  places  being  thrown  off  the  fhelves,  and  the  tops  of 
chimnies  in  fome  places  fhook  down,  but  the  noife, 
though  great,  not  fo  furprizing  as  that  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned.  The  courfe  of  it  was  from  weft  to  eaft.  This  was 
a  remarkable  tera.  So  long  after  the  earthquake  was  as 
common  anexpreflion  with  the  people  of  New-England, 

for  many  years,  as  it  leems  to  have  been  heretofore  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael  -f\ 

Harvard  College  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1 638. 
Two  years  before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred 
pounds  towards  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  but  Mr. 
John  Harvard,  a  worthy  minifter  of  Charleftown,  dy¬ 
ing  this  year  and  having  given  a  great  part  of  his  eftate, 
between  leven  and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  fame  ufe. 
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the  fchool  took  the  name  of  Harvard  College  by  an 
order  of  Court*. 

In  1639,  former  governor  and  deputy  governor  1639 
were  continued,  and  the  fameafliftants,  except  Mr.  Harla- 
kenden,  who  died  in  the  colony,  and  I  fuppofe  the  laft  year* 

Straits  and  difficulties,  at  the  beginning  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  had  produced  induftry  and  good  hufbandry,  and 
then  they  foon  raifed  provifions  enough  for  their  own 
iupport,  and  an  overplus  for  exportation.  We  hear  but 
little  of  trade  for  the  firft  feven  years,  except  a  fmall 
traffick  with  the  natives  by  barter  of  toys,  and  the  few 
utenfils,  tools  and  cloathing  they  at  firft  thought  neceffary, 
in  exchange  for  furs  and  fkins.  What  the  planters  brought 
with  them  confided,  principally,  of  materials  for  their 
buildings,  neceflary  tools  for  their  hufbandry,  ftock  for 
their  farms,  and  cloathing  for  themfelves  and  families  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  more  eftate  than  was  fufficient  for 
thefe  purpofes,  were  country  gentlemen  and  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  commerce,  as  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Bellingham* 
Bradftreet,  &c.  and  never  employed  themfelves  in  it, 

(Mr.  Winthrop  built  a  fmall  barque  called  the  Blefiing, 
which  was  employed  to  import  corn  from  the  fouthern 
Indians  when  the  colony  was  in  want,  but  fhe  was  foon 

*  The  firft  matter  of  the  college  was  Nathaniel  Eaton,  who  was  a 
good  fcholar,  but  had  not  the  other  qualities  requifite  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  and  government  of  youth.  He  was  charged  with  avarice,  in  with¬ 
holding  necefifary  or  convenient  commons,  and  with  cruelty,  in  beat¬ 
ing  his  uftier  with  a  cudgel  whilft  two  of  his  fervants  held  him  out 
by  the  legs  and  arms.  His  condtnft  having  been  enquired  into  by  the 
court,  in  1639,  he  was  thereupon  difplaced,  fined  100  marks  and  or¬ 
dered  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  Mr.  Brifcoe  whom  he  had  cruelly  beat. 

-After  the  fentence  of  the  court,  he  was  excommunicated  from  the 
church  at  Cambridge,  He  complained  that  the  church  had  enquired 
into  his  cafe  before,  and  fully  underftood  it  and  patted  no  cen- 
fure  upon  him  ;  but  when  they  knew  the  opinion  of  the  court,  they 
conformed  to  that.  He  went  to  Virginia.  After  the  reftoration  he 
was  in  England,  conformed  and  had  a  living,  and  is  faid  to  have  re¬ 
venged  himfelf  upon  all  nonconformiits,  being  greatly  inftrumental  in 
their  perfecutions.  He  was  educated  under  Dr,  Ames  in  Holland,  and 
known  to  Mr.  Hooker  whilft  there,  who  fays  he  did  not  approve  of 
his  fpirit,  and  feared  the  ififue  of  his  being  received  here,  &c.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar,  well  efteemed  for  his  learning,  piety 
and  fpirit  of  government. 

2  caft 
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16^9  caffc  away)  and  people  in  general  turned  their  minds  to 
provide  comfortable  lodgings,  and  to  bring  under  im¬ 
provement  io  much  land  as  would  afford  them  neceffary 
fupport,  and  this  was  enough  to  employ  them.  After  a 
few  years,  by  hard  labour  and  hard  fare,  the  land  pro¬ 
duced  more  than  was  confumed  by  the  inhabitants;  the 
overplus  was  fent  abroad  to  the  Weft-Indies,  the  Wine- 
Iflands,  &c.  Returns  were  made  in  the  produce  of  the 
refpe&ive  countries  and  in  bullion,  the  moil  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  furs  procured  from  the  natives,  went  to 
England  to  p.iy  for  the  manufactures  continually  neceffary 
from  thence.  As  hands  could  be  fpared  from  hufbandry 
and  labour  in  providing  their  houfes,  they  were  taken  off, 
andfomeemployed  inlawing  boards, fplittingftaves, fhin- 
gles  and  hoops,  others  in  the  fifhery,  and  as  many  as  were 
capable  of  it  in  building  final!  veffels  for  the  fifhery  and  for 
coafting  and  foreign  trade.  Thus  gradually  and  infenfibly 
they  feem  to  have  fallen  into  that  trade  mod  natural  to 
the  councry  and  adapted  to  their  peculiar  circumftances, 
without  any  premeditated  fcheme  or  projection  for  that 
purpofe.  The  primary  views,  in  their  removal,  were  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Merchants,  and 
others  for  the  fake  of  gain  when  they  faw  a  profpeCt  of 
It  afterwards,  came  over  and  incorporated  with  them,  and 
caufed  agreat  increafe  of  commerce,  and  led  the  legiflators 
to  meafures  for  the  further  improvement  of  it.  For  en¬ 
couraging  the  fifliery,  an  aCt  was  made,  this  year,  to  free 
all  eftates,  employed  in  catching  making  or  tranfporting 
fifh,  from  all  duties  and  public  taxes ;  and  all  perfons  were 
reftrained,  by  penalty,  from  ufing  any  cod  or  bafs  fifh  for 
manuring  the  ground;  and  all  fi  flier  men  during  the  fea- 
fon  for  bufinefs,  and  all  fhip* builders,  were  by  the  fame 
a£t  excufed  from  trainings.  Sumptuary  laws  were  made 
for  reftraining  excefs  in  apparel  and  other  expences ;  a 
fprit  of  induftry  and  frugality  prevailed  ;  and  thofe  who 
lived  in  the  next  age  fpeak  of  this  as  the  aurea  <etas  in 
which  religion  and  virtue  flourifhed  :  But  it  was  not  long 
before  many  became  difeontented  and  encouraged  pro¬ 
jects  for  their  removal. 


MA  SS  ACHUSETS-B  A  Y.  93 

In  the  year  1640,  Mr.  Dudley  was  governor  and  Mr.  1640 
Bellingham  deputy  governor  ;  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  former 
governor,  one  of  the  affiftants  ;  the  reft  the  fame  as  the 
laft  year.  The  importation  of  fettlers  now  ceafed.  The 
motive  to  tranfportation  to  America  was  over,  by  the 
change  in  the  affairs  of  England.  They,  who  then  pro- 
feffed  to  be  able  to  give  the  belt  account,  fay,  that  in  298 
fhips,  which  were  the  whole  number  from  the  beginning 
of  the  colony,  there  arrived*  21200  paffengers,  men 
women  and  children,  perhaps  about  4000  families  f. 

Since  which,  more  perfons  have  removed  out  of  New- 
England  to  other  parts  of  the  world  than  have  come 
from  other  parts  to  it  •,  and  the  number  of  families,  at 
this  day,  in  the  four  governments  may  be  fuppofed  to 
be  lefs  rather  than  more  than  the  natural  encreale  of  four 
thoufand.  This  fudden  flop  had  a  furprizing  effeft  upon 
the  price  of  cattle.  They  had  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
what  they  intended  for  the  firft  fupply,  in  the  paffage 
from  Europe.  As  the  inhabitants  multiplied,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  the  cattle  increafed,  and  the  price  of  a  milch 
cow  had  kept  from  25  to  30  1.  but  fell  at  once  this  year 
to  5  or  61.  A  farmer,  who  could  fpare  but  one  cow  in 
a  year  out  of  his  ftock,  ufed  to  doath  his  family  with  the 
price  of  it  at  the  expence  of  the  new  comers ;  when 
this  failed  they  were  put  to  difficulties.  Although  they 
judged  they  had  12000  neat  cattle,  yet  they  had  but 
about  3000  fheep  in  the  colony. 

*  Mr.  Neale  ieppofes  this  to  be  impoffible,  but  the  number  is  not 
gie.it  for  jO  many  fhips.  If  we  allow  half  of  them  for  tranlporting 
goods,  and  140  fouls  to  each  of  the  other,  it  will  make  the  number. 

Many  of  the  (hips  were  large,  in  the  firft  fleet  efpecially. 

+  4  mode!i: computation  then  made  of  the  whole  charge  of  tranf- 
po.tation  of  tiie  perfons,  their  goods,  the  flock  of  cattle,  proviflons 
until  they  could  fupport  themfelves,  neceffaries  for  building,  artillery, 
arms  and  ammunition,  amounts  to  192,000!.  flerling.  Johnfon.  A  dear 
purcha.e,  if  they  had  paid  nothing  before  to  the  council  ofPlimouth, 
and  nothing  afterwards  to  the  fachems  of  the  country.  Well  might 
they  complain,  when  the  titles  to  their  lands  were  called  in  quefhon 
by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  ;  their  labour  in  clearing  and  improving  them 
was  of  more  value  than  the  lands  after  they  were  improved,  and  this 
-Other  expence  might  be  out  oi  the  queition. 

G  The 
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1641  The  year  1-641  afforded  nor  fo  pleafing  a  profpetfl. 
As  loon  as  the  country  ceafed  to  be  neceffary,  as  an  afy- 
lum  for  opprefled  people  in  England,  fome  of  thofe  who 
had  been  the  greateft  benefadors  there  not  only  difcou- 
raged  any  further  tranfportation,  but  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
duce  fuch  as  had  gone  over  to  remove.  Had  the  fame 
changes  happened  in  England  fix  or  eight  years  fooner, 
the  continent  of  North  America  would  in  all  probability 
•  ?  have  been  at  this  day  in  a  far  lefs  flourifhing  eftate  than 
it  is.  Some  of  the  principal  men  wavered,  but  others 
were  more  refolute,  and  determined  not  to  forfake  their 
undertaking*. 

Lord  Say  and  Seal  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  a  more 
fouthern  fettlement  in  the  Bahama  ifiands..  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  Mr.  Humfries,  one  of  the  affiftants  of  the  Maffi- 
chufets  colony,  in  the  defign,  with  a  promife  of  being  the 
governor  of  the  new  fettlement.  A  new  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  framed,  wholly  ariftocratical,  and  the  magi- 
ftracy  to  be  hereditary  ;  but  exceptions  being  taken  to 
this  form  by  the  people,  it  was  altered  and  brought 
nearer  to  that  of  the  Maffachufetsf .  Mr.  Winthrop 

(the 

• 

*  Mr.  Richard  Salftonftall  about  this  time,  and  I  fuppofe  upon  this 
cccafion,  made  a  vow  to  God  that  he  would  not  leave  the  country 
whilft  the  ordinances  of  God  continued  there  in  purity.  Some  years 
after,  his  wife  was  in  a  bad  Hate  of  health  and  it  was  thought  Ihe 
might  have  relief  by  phyficians  in  England.  He  applied  to  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  not  to  abfolve  him,  but  to  fatisfy  his  doubting  confcience.  Mr, 
Cotton  convinced  h;m  that  the  marriage  vow  was  the  moll  binding, 
MS  y.  Cotton. 

4  It  is  obfervable  that  all  the  colonies,  before  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  Maryland  excepted,  fettled  a  model  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  themfelves.  Virginia  had  been  many  years  diftraCted  under 
the  government  of  prefidents  and  governors,  with  councils  in  whofe 
nomination  or  removal  the  people  had  no  voice,  until  in  the  year 
1620  a  houfe  of  burgeftes  broke  out  in  the  colony  ;  the  King  nor 
the  grand  council  at  home  not  having  given  any  powers  or  directions 
for  it. — The  governor  and  affiftants  of  the  Maffiachufets  at  firft  in¬ 
tended  to  rule  the  people,  and,  as  we  have  obferved,  obtained  their 
confent  for  it,  but  this  lafted  two  or  three  years  only;  and  although 
there  is  no  colour  for  it  in  the  charter,  yet  a  houfe  of  deputies  appeared 
fuddenly,  in  1634,  to  thefurprize  of  the  magi ftrates  and  the  difappoint- 

tnent 
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(the  ufual  governor  and  always  confidered  abroad  as  the  1641 
head  of  the  colony;  had  wrote  to  Lord  Say,  represent¬ 
ing  to  his  Lordfhip  that  it  fcemed  evident  that  God  had 
chofen  Ntw-Engiand  to  plant  his  people  in*  and  that  it 

would 


mentof  their  fchemes  for  power* — Connecticut  foon  after  followed  the 
plan  of  the  MalTachufets.-- New-Haven,  altho?  the  people  had  the  highed 
reverence  for  their  leaders  and  for  near  30  years  in  judicial  proceeding 
fubmitted  to  the  magidracy  (it  mud  however  be  remembred  that  it  was 
annually  eledfed)  without  a  jury,  yet  in  matters  oflegiflation  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  the  beginning,  would  have  their  (hare  by  their  reprefenta- 

tives.-_ - -New-Hampfhire  combined  together  under  the  fame  form 

with  MalTachufets.' - Lord  Say  tempts  the  principal  men  of  the 

MalTachufets,  to  make  them  and  their  heirs  nobles  and  abfolute  go¬ 
vernors  of  a  new  colony  ;  but,  under  this  plan,  they  could  find  no 
people  to  follow  them. — Barbadoes  and  the  leward  iflands,  began  in 
i6z^,  druggled  under  governors  and  councils  and  contending  proprie¬ 
tors  for  about  20  years.  Numbers  fufFered  death  by  th-e  arbitrary 
fentences  of  courts  martial,’  or  other  a£ls  of  violence,  as  one  fide  or 
the  other  happened  to  prevail*  At  length,  in  16  45,  the  firft  a  (Terri¬ 
bly  was  called,  and  no  reafon  given  but  this,  viz.  That,  by  the  grant 
to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  the  inhabitants  were  to  enjoy  all  the  liberties, 
.privileges  and  franchifes  of  Englifh  fubjefts,  and  therefore,  as  it  is 
alfo  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  grant,  could  not  legally  be  bound  of 
charged  by  any  ad  without  their  own  confent.  This  grant,  in  1627, 
was  made  by  Charles  the  fird,  a  Prince  not  the  mod  tender  of  the 
fubje&s  liberties.  After  the  reftoration  there  is  no  indance  of  a  co¬ 
lony  fettled  without  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  nor  any  attempt 
to  deprive  the  colonies  of  this  privilege,  except  in  the  arbitrary  reign 
of  King  James  the  fecond.  The  colonies,  which  are  to  be  fettled 
in  the  new  acquired  countries,  have  the  fulled  affurance,  by  his  Ma- 
jeftv’s  proclamarion,  that  the  fame  form  of  government  (hall  be  eda- 
blidied  there.  Perhaps  the  fame  edablifhment  in  Canada,  and  the 
full  privileges  of  Britifh  fubje&s  conferred  upon  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  there,  might  be  the  means  of  firmly  attaching  them  to  the  Bri* 
tiflh  intereft ;  and  civil  liberty  tend  alfo  to  deliver  them  by  degrees 
from  their  religious  flavery*  The  inhabitants  of  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia  lived,  above  forty  years  after  the  reduftion  of  Port  Royal, 
wader  the  government  of  their  prieds.  No  form  of  civil  government 
was  edablidied,  and  they  had  no  more  affe&ion  for  England  than  for 
Raffia.  *1  he  military  authority  ferved  as  a  watch  to  prevent  confede¬ 
racies  or  combinations.  1  he  people  indeed  chofe  more  or  lefs  depu¬ 
ties  from  each  canton  or  divihon,  but  their  only  bufinels  feems  to 
have  been  to  receive  orders  from  the  governor,  and  to  prefent  peti- 
-.ions  to  him  from  the  people.  Temporal  offences,  unlefs  enormous, 
and  all  civil  controverfies  were  ordinarily  adjudged  and  determined 
oy  their  fpiritual  fathers,  J  alked  fome  of  the  mod  fenfible  of  the 

*  AcadianSj 
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164.1  would  be  difpleafing  unto  him  that  this  work  fhould  be 
hindered  ;  and  that  fuch  as  had  been  well  inclined, 
it  not  with  their  perfons  yet  with  their  iubftance, 
to  encourage  it,  fhould  defilt  and  difcourage  it  by  in- 
finuating  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  fubfiftance  there  • 
and  added,  that  God  would  never  have  fent  fo  many  of 
his  people  thither,  if  he  had  not  leen  the  place  fufficient 
to  maintain  them  or  intended  to  make  it  fo.  His  Lord- 
fhip  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  deny  great  part  of 
what  was  written,  particularly  the  evidence  of  God’s 
owning  his  people  in  the  country  of  New-England  ;  but 
* — !?  ^  ic  was  a  place  appointed  for  a  prefent 
refuge  only,  and  a  better  place  being  now  found  out  they 
ought  all  to  remove  there  §. 

It  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the  colony  was  under 
great  doubts  as  to  their  fubfiftance.  All  could  not  be 
traders.  Much  labour  was  necelfary  to  the  clearing  a 
new  country  for  pafture  or  tillage  ;  after  three  or  four 
years  improvement  of  a  piece  of  ground,  they  found 
they  had  exhaufted  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  were 
obliged  to  go  upon  new  improvements.  They  never 
tiled  fuch  manure  as  would  keep  it  in  heart.  The  com¬ 
mon  pra&ice,  of  manuring  with  filh,  lefc  the  land  in  a 
worie  ftate  than  it  would  have  been  in  if  they  had  ufed  no 
manure  at  all,  or  than  any  other  manure,  even  lime, 
would  have  left  it.  This  caufed  many  of  them  to  have 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  country  and  to  defpair  of 
obtaining  a  livelihood  in  it,  and  great  numbers  had  de¬ 
termined  to  remove.  Some  were  perfuaded  to  alter  their 

refolution,  but  others  perfifted.  A  church  had  been  ga- 

/  •  ’  ' 

’  ►  '  1 

Acadians,  what  punifhment  the  priefls  could  inflidto  anfwer  the  ends 
of  government.  They  anfwered  me  by  another  queflion.  What  can 
be  a  greater  punifhrnem  than  the  forfeiture  of  our  falvation  ?  In  no 
part  of  the  romifh  church  the  blind  perfuafion,  of  the  power  of  the 
pried;  to  fave  or  damn*  was  ever  more  firmly  riveted  j  and  although 
thefe  Acadians  have,  for  eight  years  pait,  been  fcattered  through  the 
Englfh  colonies,  yet  I  never  could  hear  of  one  apoftate  or  fo  much  as 
a  wavering  perfon  among  them  all ;  and  if  the  Canadians  are  treated 
in  the  fame  manner,  they  will  probably  remain  under  the  fame  infa¬ 
tuation.  §  Hubbard \ 

thered 
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thered  at  Providence,  and  news  came,  that  Mr.  Sher-  1641 
wood  the  paftor,  with  another  minifter,  had  been  lent 
home  prifoners  by  Carter  the  deputy  governor,  and  that 
the  magiftrates  were  inclined  to  perlecution.  This  is  not 
incredible,  even  in  the  year  1641,  when  they  could  not 
have  expedited  that  thefe  meafures  would  be  approved  in 
England,  for  Virginia  perfifted  in  oppofition  to  the  par^ 
liament  many  years  alter.  Whilft  fome  in  New-Eng- 
land  were  difcouraged  by  this  advice,  others  were  the 
more  confirmed,  looking  upon  it  their  duty  to  go  over 
and  ftrengthen  their  brethren.  Mr.  Humfries  had  met 
with  great  Ioffes  by  fire,  the  year  before,  and  was  de¬ 
tained  in  New-England  by  his  private  affairs  for  this 
year;  but  a  company  embarked  with  Capt.  William 
Pierce,  who  was  of  the  firft  fleet  which  came  over  with 
the  charter,  and  a  very  noted  commander.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Providence,  they  found  the  ifland  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Spaniards.  They  hid  fhot  in  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fort  before  they  difeovered  their  danger  ; 
and  in  coming  about,  Pierce  was  (lain  from  the  fort,  but 
the  veffel  got  clear  and  returned  to  New-England,  and 
the  defigns  of  the  reft,  of  courfe,  were  at  an  end.  1  he 
Lords,  and  others  concerned  in  this  attempt  to  fettle  the 
Bahama  iflands,  fpent  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
which  was  entirely  loft  by  theifland’s  being  taken  *. 

The  difficulties  particular  perfons  were  under,  and  the 
difference  of  fentiment  upon  private  affairs,  had  an  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  public  affairs.  The  eledtion  this  year 
(1641),  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  voters, 
was  determined  in  favour  of  Mr.  Beflingham  for  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  his  competitor,  by  a  majority 
of  fix  votes  only.  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  go¬ 
vernor.  It  was  difputcd  whether  they  had  the  majority, 
and  it  was  fome  time,  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  long,  before 
either  of  them  were  admitted  to  their  places.  The 
choice  feems  not  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  general 
court,  for  the  firft  order  they  made,  was  to  repeal  a 
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1641  (landing  law  for  allowing  one  hundred  pounds  annually 
to  the  governor. 

The  court,  this  year,  expe&ing  great  revolutions 
were  at  hand  in  England,  fent  over,  as  their  agents,  two 
of  the  minifters,  Mr.  Thomas  Weld,  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Petersf,  and  one  of  the  representatives,  Mr.  William 
Hibbins,  in  order  to  eftablilh  die  intereft  of  the  colony. 
Their  particular  mftrudtions  have  not  been  preferved. 

Iris  year  alfo,  the  plantation  at  Springfield,  upon 
Connecticut  river,  returned  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
Mafiachufets.  In  the  year  1636,  as  has  been  obferved, 
the  towns  or  fettlements  on  Connecticut  river  began.  A. 
more  particular  account  oi  the  fettlement  of  that  colony 
will  perhaps  be  expeCtcd.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
of  R ox bury ,  Dorchefter,  Cambridge  and  Watertown, 
in  the  Mafiachufets,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut.  Mr.  William  Pynchon,  being  the 
principal  perfon  among  thofe  from  Roxbury  who  had 
pitched  upon  a  place  higher  up  the  river  than  the  reft, 
called  by  the  Indians  Agawam,  he  changed  i  he  name  to 
Springfield*.  His  manfion  houfe  was  at  a  town,  of 
that  name  in  England,  near  to  Chelmsford  in  EfTex. 
Thofe  from  D  >rchefter  pitched  upon  a  place  below,  called 
by  the  Indians  Mattaneaug  or  Cufhankamaug.  Mr. 
Ludlow  was  the  principal  perfon  who  removed  with 
them.  Mr  Warham  their  minifter  and  the  whole  church 
followed  the  next  year.  They  called  their  fettlement 
Windfor.  The  Cambridge  people,  with  Mr.  Hooker  and 
Mr.  Stone  their  minifters,  and  Mr.  Haynes  who  the  year 

t  Weld  nor  Peters  ever  returned  to  New-England.  The  firft,  as 
appears  by  fomeof  his  letters,  had  a  jiving  atGatefend  in  the  Bifhop- 
rick  of  Durham.  He  went  to  Ireland  with  Lord  Forbes,  but  came  back 
to  England  and  was  ejtAed  in  King  Charles  the  fecond’s  reign.  The 
latter,  by  bufying  hjmfelf  too  much  with  politicks,  came  to  a  tra¬ 
gical  end,  which  he  would  have  been  in  no  danger  of  if  he  had  re¬ 
turned  to  his  church  again.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  New- 
England,  was  fupported  after  his  death  by  a  colle&ion  of  30  I.  a  year 
until  1671.  MS,  letter, 

*  At  firfl  they  called  the  new  fettlements  by  the  names  of  the  towns 
t&ey  had  left  in  the  bay. 
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b  fore  had  been  governor  at  their  head,  were  feated  next  1641 
below  at  a  place  called  Suckiang,  which  they  changed 
into  Hartford,  the  place  of  Mr.  Stone’s  nativity  in  Eng¬ 
land.  A  few  miles  below,  there  was  another  tradt  of  in¬ 
terval  land  called  by  the  Indians  Pauquiang,  which  thofe 
of  Hartford  intended  to  have  included  in  their  iettlement ; 
but  afew  of  the  Watertown  people  were  too  quick  for  them. 

They  gave  it  the  name  of  W  eathersficid.  I  he  commif- 
fion,  which  they  took  from  the  Maffachufets,  was  of  a 
pretty  extraordinary  nature.  The  preamble  to  it  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  the  lands,  which  they  intended  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of,  were  without  the  commonwealth  and  body  oi 
the  Maffachufets,  and  that  certain  noble  perfonages  in 
England,  by  virtue  of  a  patent,  challenged  the  jurifdic- 
tion  there  •,  but  their  minds  not  being  known  as  to  a  form 
of  government,  and  there  being  a  neceflity  thatfome  au- 
thoTity  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  they  therefore  appoint  Ro- 
c-er  Ludlow,'  Efq-,  &c  *.  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear  and  determine,  in  a  judicial  way,  all  matters  in 
difference  between  party  and  party,  to  infiift  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  impriionment  and  fines,  and  to  make  and  oe- 
cree  orders  for  the  prelent  as  final i  be  necefiai  y  for  the  plan¬ 
tation,  relative  to  trading,  planting,  building,  military 
difeipline  anddefenfive  war,  if  need  require,  and  ;o  convene 
the  inhabitants  in  general  court  if  it  fhall  be  thought  meet. 

The  commiffion  to  continue  no  longer  than  one  year,  and 
to  be  recalled  if  a  form  of  government  could  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  noble  penonages,  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  commonwealth  of  the  Maffachufets,  &c. 

There  would  be  no  accounting  for  this  ftretch  of 
power  were  it  not  for  a  principle  at  that  time  generally 
received,  and  which  upon  a  queftion  was  determined  force 
years  after  by  the  general  court,  fome  of  the  members 

*  The  others  were  William  Pynchon,  F.fq;  John  Stee;e,  \Wh.iam 
Swaine,  Henry  Smith,  William  Phelpes,  William  Weitwood,  and 
Andrew  Warner. 

Mr.  Ludlow,  in  a  letter  from  Hartford,  i ffc  of  the  8th  Month,  1630, 
to  the  Maffachufets  general  court,  obferves  they  had  defired  that  Con¬ 
necticut  would  forbear  exercifing  jurifdi&ion  at  Agawam. 

G  4  diffenting, 


I 


too 


THE  HISTORY  OF 

^at  t^C  °at^  fidelitV  to  the  commonwealth 

rile  wIS  SiS.8h  ‘he  Perfo"  ‘h0“ld  ,0”«" 

f>n(^°jWITHSTANDI^G  t^1'ls  c°mmiflion,  they  foon  after 

.  ■  h  |U1C°  2n  aTrfement  or  com  bination,  by  virtue  of 

SfhrftT,”  C-d  thc,mfelves  a  body  politick  formed  and 
eftabltlhed  by  mutual  confent,  and  framed  fuch  laws  and 

conititucions  as  they  thought  neceflary  ;  the  moft  material 

point  in  which  they  differed  from  the  Maflachufets,  was 

the  not  making  memberfhip  of  their  churches  necefifary  to 

ireedom  in  the  civil  government  or  to  the  holding  any 

offices  therein.  Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pynchon  and 

pthers  to  the  court  to  receive  them  again,  an  order  paffied 

f  M  In?j f  ie  C0Urt  s  r’ght,  and  a  commiffion  was  granted 
to  Mr.  t  ynchon  to  hold  courts  there  f,  from  whole  judg¬ 
ments  an  appeal  lay  to  the  court  of  affiftants  *  ' 

Th? 

•f  MafT.  Records. 

fa>r,;Pe0rfe  nenW'C^’  E^;  a  W0rtl|>'  pious  gentleman  and  of  a  good 
, c;Ue’  c‘lme  irom  England  with  defign  to  take  pofleflion 
the„I,an<js  “Pon  Connedlicut  river  for  the  Lords  Say  and  Brook, 

.  he  lands  between  Connefticut  river  and  the  Naraganfet  coun- 

try  lixty  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  were  afligned  by  the  council 
ofPhmouth,  in  163;,  to  the  Marquifs  of  Hamilton.  The  Lords  Say, 
&c  had  a  patent  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  including  all  that  part  of 

a  °  v  r  an  Arme]lca  *rom  Naraganfet  river  forty  leagues  upon  a 
ltra  ,,ne  nea,r  the  fea  fll0re  towards  the  fouthweft,  weft  and  by  fouth 

br,.rx  ’  r  th)e.  ,coaft  lles,  towards  Virginia,  and  all  lands  within  the 
j  cadth  aforefaid,  from  the  weftern  ocean  to  the  fouth  fea,  fo  that 
e  two  grants  or  claims  interfered,  1  he  Connecticut  people  pur- 
cna  e  t  e  title  of  the  Lords,  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  December  r,  1644. 
,*•  ,  thoughts  of  removing  were  then  at  an  end,  and  Fenwick  joined 
tit.  co  ony  and  was  chofen  an  afiillant.  The  colony  went  on 
exercihng  the  powers  of  government  until  the  reftoration,  when 
t\uy  applied,  by  Mr.  Wmthrop  their  agent,  to  King  Charles  II.  in 
1661,  for  a  charter,  which  was  granted  in  1662,  with  as  ample  pri¬ 
vileges  as  they  could  defire.  Mr.  Wmthrop  had  been  many  years 
an  affiftant  in  the  Maflachufets.  He  was  fenfible  of  the  defeats 
in  the  charter ;  and  befides,  this  colony  being  in  America  at  the 
time  of  granting  the  charter,  the  powers  granied  them  would  na- 
£u rally  be  better  adapted  to  their  circumftances.  Mr.  Wmthrop,  it 
n  au,  prefented  the  King  with  a  ring  which  had  been  given  by 
Charles  the  firft  to  his  grandfather,  and  that  the  Kmg  was  much 

pleafed 
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The  fettlers  at  Pifcataqna,  about  the  fame  time,  fu!>  1641 
mitted  thetnfelves  to  the  Matfachufets  government.  The 
fubmiffion  and  agreement  upon  record  is  as  follows : 

“  The  14th  of  the  4th  month,  1641. 

“  Whereas  fome  Lords,  Knights,  Gentlemen  and 
fc  others  did  purchafe,  of  Mr.  Edward  Hilton  and  fome 
“  merchants  of  Briftol,  two  patents,  the  one  called  We- 
“  cohamet  or  Hilton’s  point,  commonly  called  or  known 
“  by  the  name  of  Dover  or  Northam,  the  other  patent 
“  let  forth  by  the  name  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  river 
“  Pafcataquack,  beginning  at  the  fea  fide  or  near  there- 
“  abouts,  and  coming  round  the  faid  land  by  the  river 
“  fide  unto  the  falls  of  Quamfcot,  as  may  more  fully  ap- 
4<  pear  by  the  fiiid  grant.  And  whereas  others  alfo,  re- 
cc  fiding  at  prefent  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid 

pleafed  with  it.  When  they  were  finding  fault  with  the  Maffachufets 
they  notwithftanding  eftablifhed  another  government,  much  of  the 
fame  form. and  the  fame  fort  of  people.  Rhode-Ifiand  about  the  fame 
time  obtained  the  like  charter.  Certain  powers,  affumed  by  the 
Maffachufets,  not  mentioned  in  their  charter,  by  thefe  new  charters 
are  exprefly  granted  to  the  two  colonies.  Had  thefe  applications  been 
delayed  two  or  three  years  longer  they  would  hardly  have  fucceeded, 
Plimouth,  .which  had  as  much  reafon  to  expert  fuch  a  favour,  never 
could  obtain  it.  They  kept  folliciting,  one  time  after  another,  and 
were  amufed  with  general  promifes  of  favour  until  they  were  compre¬ 
hended  in  a  commiffion  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  which  put  an  end  to 
their  expectations. — Mr.  afterwards  Colonel  Fenwick,  above-men¬ 
tioned,  by  his  1  aft  will,  proved  in  Suffex  in  England,  April  27,  16 ey, 
gave  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  public  ufe  of  the  country  of  New- 
England,  if  his  loving  friend  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins  fhould  think  fit, 
and  to  be  employed  as  he  fhould  order  and  dired.  Mr.  Hopkins  died 
a  day  or  two  before  Colonel  Fenwick,  and  by  his  will  left  at  leaft 
2000  k  to  .be  employed  for  breeding  youth  at  the  grammar  fchool  and 
univeriity  in  New  England.  The  queftion  was,  whether  the  cook 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Fenwick’s  will,  be  not  recoverable  from  the  exe¬ 
cutrix  of  the  laid  will.  This  was  propofed  to  Serjeant  Maynard.  AnC 
The^difpolition  to  the  charitable  ufe  being  with  condition  of  Mr.  Hop- 
kins  s  approvement,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  dying  before  the  teftator,  is 
?mpoiiible,  and  the  charitable  ule  becomes  abfolute  and  ought  now  to 
be  performed.  John  Maynard.  I  never  heard  that  any  part  of  this 
legacy  was  recovered.  Mr.  Hopkins’s,  or  part  of  it,  was  decreed  by 
f0rci  Chancellor  Cowper,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  and  the  col¬ 
lege  ekate  m  Hopkinton  was  purchafed  therewith.  MS.  letter ;. 

“  grants. 


-  — 


102 


the  history  of 

1641^  grants,  have,  of  late  and  formerly,  complained  of  the 
want  of  fome  good  government  amongft  them,  and 
fired  fome  help  in  this  particular  from  the  jurifdiftion 
or  the  Mafiachufets  bay,  whereby  they  may  be  ruled 
and  ordered  according  unto  God  both  in  church  and 
common  weal  ;  and  for  avoiding  of  fuch  unfufferable 
“  diforders  whereby  God  hath  been  much  difhonoured 
“  amongft  them,  thefe  gentlemen  whofe  names  are  here 
“  fpecified,  George  Willys,  gent.  Robert  Saltonftall, 
“  gent-  William  Whiting,  Edward  Holioke,  Thomas 
“  Makepeace,  partners  in  the  faid  patent,  do,  in  the  be- 
“  half  of  the  reft  of  the  patentees,  difpol'e  of  the  lands 
“  and  juri'.didlion  of  the  premifes  as  followeth ;  being 
willing  to  further  fuch  a  good  work,  have  hereby,  for 
th  mfelvts  and  in  the  name  of  the  reft  of  the  patentees, 

,  “  g‘ven  UR  and  fet  over  all  that  power  or  jurifdi&ion  of 

“  government  of  the  faid  people  dwelling  or  abiding 
“  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid  patents  unto  the  go° 
6C  vernment  of  the  Maffachufets  bay,  by  them  to  "be 
4£  ruled  and  ordered  in  all  caufes  criminal  and  civil,  as 
“  inhabitants  dwelling  within  the  limits  of  Maffachufets 
<s  government,  and  to  be  fubjeft  to  pay  in  church  and 
“  commonwealth  as  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Maffachufets 
“  Bay  do,  and  no  other  ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  two 
“  patents  to  enjoy  the  like  liberties  as  other  freemen  do 
“  within  the  faid  Maffachufets  government ;  and  that 
“  there  fhall  be  a  court  of  juftice  kept  within  ore  of  the 
"  two  patents,  which  fhall  have  the  fame  power  that  the 
41  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have.  Provided  always, 
e!  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  one  of  the  faid  patents, 
“  that  is  to  fay,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Pifca- 
taquack,  and  in  the  other  patent  one  third  part  of  the 
“  Lnd  with  all  improved  land  in  the  faid  patent  to  the 
“  Lords  and  gentlemen  and  owners  fhall  be  and  remain, 
“  unto  them  their  heirs  and  affigns  forever,  as  their  proper 
“  right,  as  having  true  intereft  therein,  laving  the  inte- 
“  reft  of  jurifdi&ion  to  the  Maffachufets.  And  the  faid 
“  patent  of  Wccohamet  fhall  be  divided,  as  formerly  isex- 
preffed,  byindifferentmen,equallychofenonbothfides, 

“  whereby 
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whereby  the  plantation  may  be  furthered  and  all  occafion  1 64 
of  difference  avoided.  And  this  honoured  court  of  the 
Maffachufets  doth  hereby  promile  to  be  helpful  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  right  of  the  faid  patentees  in  both  the 
patents  all  legal  courles  in  any  part  of  their  jurifdi&ion. 

“  Subfcribed  by  the  aforenamed  gentlemen,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  general  court  affemfaied,  the  day  afore- 
written  *.55 

The  river  of  Newichewannock,  or  Pifcataqua,  is  faid  to 
have  been  firft  difcovered  by  Capt.  Smith  or  fome  employ¬ 
ed  by  him  in  1614  or  1615.  De  Monts,  ten  years  before, 
had  been  at  Kennebeck  and  Saco,  and  fome  leagues  further 
weftward  along  fhore  *,  but  ftruck  over  from  fome  part  of 
Welles,  by  the  defeription  he  gives  of  the  coaft,  to  Cape 
Ann,  which  he  calls  Cape  Louis,  and  from  thence  to  Cape 
Blanc,  which  mull;  be  Cape  Cod.  In  the  year  1623,  feve- 
ral  gentlemen,  merchants  and  others  in  the  weft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  belonging  to  Briftol,  Exeter,  Dorchefter,  Shrews¬ 
bury,"  Flimouth,  &c.  having  obtained  patents  from  the 
council  of  Plimouth  for  feveral  parts  of  New-England,and 
being  encouraged  by  the  plantation  of  New-Plimouth,  and 
the  reports  of  fifhermen  who  had  made  voyages  upon  the  ' 
coaft,  projedled  and  attempted  a  fifhery  about  Pifcataqua, 
and  fent  over  David  Thompfon,  together  with  Edward 
Hilton  and  William  Hilton,  who  had  been  fifhmongers  in 
London,  and  fome  other?,  with  all  neceffaries  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  The  Hiltons  fet  up  their  ftages  fome  diftance  above 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  a  place  fince  called  Dover.  Some 
others  of  the  company,  about  the  fame  time,  feized  on  a 
place  below  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  called  Little  Har¬ 
bour,  where  they  built  the  firft  houfe.  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  and  Capr.  John  Mafon  were  of  this  company,  and 
the  place  where  this  houfe  was  built  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  acres  of  land  for  a  manor  or  lordfhip,  by  con- 
fentof  the  reft  of  the  undertakers,  was  aftigned  to  Capt. 
Mafon,  and  the  houfe  took  the  name  of  Mafon-hall  -f . 


*  Maff.  Records. 

+  The  Chimrey  and  part  of  the  Hone  wall  were  Handing  in  the  year 
?68o.  Hubbard, 
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1641  These  fettlements  went  on  very  flowly  fur  feven  years 
a'cer»  and  in  1631,  when  Edward  Colcotc  *  firft  came 
over,  there  were  but  three  houfes  in  all  that  fide  of  the 
country  adjoining  to  Pifcataqua  river.  There  had  been 
iome  expence  befides  about  fait  works.  The  affairs  of 
the  great  council  of  Plimouth,  from  firft  to  Jaft,  were 
carried  on  in  a  confufed  manner.  There  have  been  fix 
or  ieven  feveral  grants  of  the  lands  between  Merrimack 
and  Kennebeck.  Whether  any  of  them,  befides  thofe  to 
Gorges  and  the  Maffachufets,  are  at  this  day  of  any  va- 
-li'-ity  I  will  not  determine  j\  In  1629,  Gorges  and  Ma- 
Jon  are  laid  to  have  taken  a  patent  together  for  all  the 
lands  between  the  two  rivers  •,  and  by  mutual  agreement, 
and  by  a  diftindt  patent,  all  the  lands  from  Pifcataqua  to 
Merrimack  were  affigned  to  Mafon  $.  Gorges  feems  to 
have  laid  no  great  ftrefs  upon  his  title,  for  in  1639,  he 
obtained  a  patent  under  the  great  feal  from  King  Charles 
the  firft.  The  Tore!  Say  and  Brooke,  who  were  very  ge¬ 
neral  adventurers,  they  purchafed  the  Briftol  men’s  fhare, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  the  firft  company’s  intereft.’ 
Some  perfons  of  Shrewfbury  held  the  other  third.  Capr! 
Wiggan  was  made  the  agent  for  the  Shrewfbury  men.’ 
In  the  year  1630,  Captain  Neale,  with  three  others, 
came  over  to  Pifcataqua  to  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  Sir 
Terdinando  Gorges,  Mafon,  and  the  reft,  but  principally 
to  dilcover  a  new  country,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Laconia,  and  which  in  Gorges’s  hiftory  is  very  pom- 
poufly  deferibed.  Champlain,  many  years  before  this, 
had  given  hiS  own  name  to  Lake  Iroquois,  and  the  Eng- 
lifti,  it  may  be,  were  informed  by  the  Indians  fomething 
of  the  geography  of  the  country,  and  of  other  lakes  on 
tne  back  01  New-England,  and  no  doubt  the  rumour 
was  carried  over  to  England.  Neale  Jpent  three  years  in 
fearching  out  his  new  country,  but  could  not  find  it  and 
fo  returned.  Nothing  elfe  memorable  is  mentioned  of 

*  He  was  afterwards  cliofe,  by  force  of  the  planters  about  Dover, 
their  head  or  governor.  Hubbard . 

+  Benighton’s  patent,  upon  Saco  river,  was  early,  and  divers  perfons 
hold  under  it.  .1  Hubbard . 

Neal?, 
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Neale,  except  that  he  forbad  Wiggan  fettling  a  point  of  164.1 
land  betwixt  Dover  and  Exeter.  Wiggan  went  on,  and 
determined  to  defend  his  right  by  the  fword.  The  other 
threatned  as  high,  and  from  what  might  have  happened, 
the  difputed  land  took  the  name  of  Bloody  Point,  which 
it  retains  to  this  day.  The  Lords  Say  and  Brooke  alfo, 
made  Wiggan  their  agent  for  the  term  of  feven  yea:s  *, 
during  which  time  the  intereft  was  not  greatly  advanced, 
the  whole  being  fold  to  him,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  for  fix  hundred  pounds. 

Soon  after  the  year  1631,  one  Mr.  Williams  came 
over  from  England,  fent  alfo  by  Gorges  and  Mafon  to 
cake  care  of  their  falt-works.  Mr.  Chadburne  *,  with 
feveral  other  planters  and  traders,  came  over  with  him. 

Thefe  began  the  fettlement  of  Strawberry  bank  (Portf- 
niouth)  and  after  Neale  went  away  they  are  fuppofed  either 
to  have  entered  into  an  agreement  and  to  have  chofen 
Williams  for  their  governor,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
difcreet  lenfible  man  and  a  gentleman,  or  elfe  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  company  in  England.  There  was  a  grant 
of  a  film  of  money  for  building  a  parfonage  houfe  and  a 
chapel,  and  for  a  glebe  of  50  acres  of  land  to  be  annexed, 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Strawberry  bank  to  Thomas 
Walford  and  Henry  Sherburn,  church 'wardens,  'and 
their  fuccefibrs,  &c.  and  this  was  figned  by  Francis  Wil¬ 
liams  governor,  Ambrofe  Gibbons  affiftant,  and  18  in¬ 
habitants,  dated  May  25,  1640.  Williams  foon  after 
removed  to  Barbados.  The  firft  who  enterprized  the 
fettlement  of  Pifcataqua  had  fome  religious  as  well  as 
civil  views,  and  a  puritan  minifter  Mr.  Leveridge,  a 
worthy  man,  came  over  with  Capt.  Wiggan  in  1633,  but 
not  being  fupported  he  removed  to  the  fouthward  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Burdet,  who  has  not  left  fo  good 
a  character.  Not  contented  with  his  facred  function,  he 
invaded  the  civil  government,  and  thruft  out  Capt.  Wig¬ 
gan,  and  affumed  the  place  of  governor  himfelf. 

*  Mr.  Chadburne  had  the  direction  of  the  artificers  who  built  what 
was  called  the  great  houfe  at  Strawberry  bank.  His  pofterity  are 
fettled  on  the  other  fide  the  river  in  the  province  of  Maun 
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n  tne  mean  time,  the  Lords,  and  others  concerned, 
had  prevaikd  upon  levcral  perfons  of  good  eftates  and 
who  made  profeffion  of  religion,  to  tranfplantthemfelves 
and  families  to  I  ilcataqua,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  inha¬ 
bitants  enough  for  a  conliderable  townfhip  •,  and  having 
no  charter  commiffion  or  power  of  government  from  the 
crown,  they  were  under  neceflity  of  entring  into  a  com- 

binatmn  or  agreement  among  themfelves,  which  was  in 
the  following  form  : 

“  Whereas  fundry  mifchiefs  and  inconveniencies  have 
befallen  us,  and  more  and  greater  may,  in  regard  of  want 
of  civil  government,  his  gracious  Majefty  having  fettled  no 
order  for  us  to  our  knowledge,  we  whole  names  are  under 
written,  being  inhabitants  upon  the  river  Pifcataqua,  have 
voluntarily  agreed  to  combine  ourfelves  into  a  body  poli- 
'*'*  «*«  we  in  ay  the  more  comfortably  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  his  Majefty’s  laws  ;  and  do  hereby  actually  engage  our- 
fe  ves  to  fubmit  to  his  royal  Majefty’s  laws,  together  with 
all  luch  laws  as  fhall  be  concluded  by  a  major  part  of  the 
freemen  or  our  fociety,  in  cafe  they  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  Jaws  of  England,  and  adminiftred  in  behalf  of  his 
Majefty.  And  this  we  have  mutually  promifed  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  do,  and  fo  to  continue  till  his  excellent  Majefty 
fhall  give  other  orders  concerning  us.  In  witnefs  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands  Ocftob.  22.  in  the  16th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ire¬ 
land,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.” 

Signed  by  Thomas  Larkham,  Richard  Waldron, 
William  Waldron,  with  thirty  eight  more. 

Abou  t  the  fame  time,  viz.  in  1638,  Mr.  Wheelwright, 
the  minifter  who  had  been  banifhed  from  the  Maflachu- 
fets,  with  a  number  of  perfons  who  adhered  to  him,  began 
a  plantation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  bay  up  Pifcata¬ 
qua  river,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Exeter.  They 
thought  it  neceftary  likewife  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
body  politic,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  their  plantation.  The  inftrument  which  they  de¬ 
termined  upon,  was  of  the  following  form  : 

1  “  Whereas 
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Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  move  the  1641 
heart  of  our  dread  Sovereign  Charles,  &c.  to  grant  licence 
and  liberty  to  fundry  of  his  fubjefrs  to  plant  themfelves  in 
the  weftern  parts  of  America:  We  his  loyal  fubjefts, 
members  of  the  church  of  Exeter,  fuuate  and  lying  upon 
the  river  Pifcataqua,  with  other  inhabitants  there,  con- 
fidering  with  ourfelves  the  holy  will  of  God  and  our  own 
neceffity,  that  we  fhould  not  live  without  whoifome  laws 
and  civil  government  amongft  us,  of  which  we  are  altoge¬ 
ther  deftitute,  do,  in  the  name  of  Chrift  and  in  the  fight 
of  God,  combine  ourfelves  together  to  ere<5t  and  fet  up 
among  us  fuch  government  as  fhall  be,  to  our  belt  difcern- 
ing,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God;  profelfing  ourfelves 
fubjedt  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  KingCharles,  according  to 
the  liberty  of  the  Englifh  colony  of  the  Maflfachufets,  and 
binding  ourfelves  folemnly,  by  the  grace  and  help  of  Chrift 
and  in  his  name  and  fear,  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  all  fuch 
chriftian  laws  as  are  eftablifhed  in  the  realm  of  England, 
to  our  beft  knowledge,  and  to  all  other  fuch  laws  which 
fhall  upon  good  grounds  be  made  and  enadted  among  us 
according  to  God,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably 
together  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty.  Odtober  4,  1639, 

John  Wheelwright,  William  Wentworth,  George  Wal¬ 
ton,”  with  32  more.  Captain  Underhill,  an  enthufiaft 
who  obtained  his  affurance,  as  he  expreffed  himfelf  before 
the  church  of  Bofton,  whiie  he  was  taking  a  pipe  of  the 
good  creature  tobacco*,  and  who  was  at  the  fame  time 
a  very  immoral  man,  and  for  adultery  had  been  excom¬ 
municated,  joined  Mr.  Wheelwright's  company,  and 
played  his  card  fo  well,  that  he  obtained  the  place  of  go¬ 
vernor  over  them,  and  alfo  over  the  other  company  at  Do¬ 
ver,  they  having  quarrelled  with  Mr.  Burdet  the  minifter, 
who  removed  to  York.  There  was  a  ftrong  party  againft 
Underhill,  which  caufed  great  difturbance  and  confufion. 

At  the  fame  time  they  were  as  much  divided  in  their  ec~ 
clefiaftical  affairs.  They  at  Dover  had  one  Mr.  Knolles 
for  their  minifter,  but  Mr.  Larkham  arriving  there  from 
Northam  near  Barnftable  in  England,  many  people  were 

#  Hubbard,  &c. 
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1641  taken  with  him  and  determined  to  difmifs  Knolles;  but 
party  flood  by  him,  and  he  and  his  company  excom¬ 
municated  Larkharn.  He  in  return  laid  violent  hands  on 
nolles.  I  lie  magiftrates  took  part,  fome  on  one  fide 
and  iome  on  the  other;  but  Larkham’s  party,  being 
weakeft,  fent  to  Williams  the  governor  below  for  affii- 
tance,  who  came  up  with  a  company  of  armed  men,  belet 
*  Knolles’s  houfe,  where  Underhill  the  governor  then  was, 
called  him  to  account,  fet  a  fine  upon  him  and  fome  others 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  riot,  and  obliged  them  to 
remove  from  the  plantation.  Knolles  was  a  rigid  antino- 
rnian ;  his  practice  was  agreeable  to  his  principles.  He  was 
charged  with  being  too  familiar  with  fome  of  his  female 
domefticks,  and  found  it  neceflary  to  depart.  Larkham, 
a  zealous  cnurchman,  foon  followed  him  for  an  offence  of 
the  fame  nature  *  Thus  we  fee  three  diftind  colonies  and 
independent  governments  formed  upon  Pifcataqua  river. 

Luring  thefe  tranfadtions,  the  Maffachufets  people 
were  enquiring  into  the  bounds  of  their  patent.  In  1639, 
they  fent  perlons  to  find  out  the  northermoft  part  of 
Merrimack  river.  A  line  to  run  eaft,  from  three  miles 
north  or  the  head  of  the  river,  will  take  in  the  whole  of 
New-Hampfliiref.  They  determined  therefore  that  it 
came  within  their  jurifdidtion,  and  from  that  time  they 
allowed  plantations  to  be  fettled,  particularly  at  Hampton, 
as  readily  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and  exer¬ 
cised  jurifdidion  over  them  ;  but  they  left  thofe  upon  the 
river  to  their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  their  inability  to  pre¬ 
serve  order  among  themfelves  which  occafioned  the  ap¬ 
plication  and  fubmiffion  which  has  already  been  men¬ 
tioned.  At  their  feflion  in  O&ober  the  court  patfed  the 
following  order: 

*  I  have  taken  the  principal  fadls,  relative  to  the  fettlement  of  Pif¬ 
cataqua,  from  Hubbard’s  and  ocher  original  antient  manuferipts. 

+  rChe  bounds  in  the  charter  being  three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  ri¬ 
ver  and  all  and  every  part  thereof,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merri¬ 
mack  and  all  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  within  the  limits 
aforefaid  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude,  Sec. 
they  fuppofed  they  had  a  right  to  llre  ch  their  line  eaft  from  the  head 
of  Mei rimack  to  the  ocean. 

“  Whereas 
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“  Whereas  it  appeareth  that,  by  the  extent  of  the  1641 
line  according  to  cur  patent,  the  river  of  Pifcataquack 
“  is  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Mafl’achufets,  and  cort- 
“  ference  being  had  at  feveral  times  with  the  faid  people 
“  and  home  deputed  by  the  general  court  for  the  fettling 
“  and  eftablifhing  or  order  in  the  adminiftration  of  jufi- 
“  ttce  there;  it  is  now  ordered  by  the  general  court, 

“  holden  at  Bofton  this  9th  day  of  the  8th  month  1641, 

“  and  with  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ri¬ 
vet,  as  followed-!.  Imprimis,  i  hat  from  henceforth 
the  faid  people,  inhabiting  there,  are  and  fhall  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  reputed  under  the  government  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets,  as  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  faid 
jurifdidlion  ate.  Alio,  that  they  lha!l  have  the  lame 
oioer  and  way  of  adminiftration  of  juitice,  and  way  of 
keeping  courts  as  is  eftablilhed  at  Ipfwich  and  Salem  *. 

Alio  they  fhall  be  exempted  from  all  publick  charges* 
other  than  thole  tnac  inall  atife  for  or  from  among 
C!  themfelves,  or  from  any  aflion  or  courfe  that  may  be 
taken  to  procure  their  own  good  or  benefit.  Alfo 
they  fhall  enjoy  all  fuch  lawful  liberties  of  fifhing,-  plant¬ 
ing  and  felling  timber,  as  formerly  they  have  enjoyed 
in  the 'fame  river,  Mr.  Simon  Broadftreet,  Mr.  Ifraei 
Stougnton,  rVlr.  Samuel  Simonds,  i'vl r.  Vviiham  iVn0", 

“  Mr-  Brands  Williams,  and  Mr.  Edward  Hilton,  or 
any  four  or  them,  whereof  Mr.  Broadftreet,  or  Mr. 
Stougnton  to  be  one,  tneie  fhall  have  the  lame  power 
that  the  quarter  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have, 
nlio,  the  inhabitants  there  are  allowed  to  fend  two  de¬ 
puties  from  the  whole  river  to  the  court  at  Bofton. 

Alfo  Mr.  Broadftreet,  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  the  reft  of 

■  pie-  comm'ffi°ners,  fhall  have  power  at  the  court  at 
1  ifcataquack  to  appoint  two  or  three  to  join  with  Mr 
;;  William,  and  Mr.  Hilton  to  govt  rn  thapropfo  a ,  the 
magi  urates  do  here,  till  the  next  general  court,  Or  till 
the  court  take  further  order.  It  is  further  ordered* 
that  until  our  commiffioners  fhall  arrive  at  Pifcata-. 
quack,  thole  men  who  already  have  authority,  by  the 

Farts  of  the  Mailachufets  nea-e(t  to  Pifcataqua, 
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1641“  late  combination,  to  govern  the  people  there,  (hall 
cc  continue  in  the  fame  authority  and  power,  to  be  de- 
<c  termined  at  the  coming  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  and 
v  <c  not  before.”  Although  nothing  is  faid  of  Strawberry- 
bank  in  the  fubmiffion,  yet  all  the  fettlements  feem  to 
have  concurred,  and  Williams,  the  governor  below*  was 
made  one  of  the  magiftrates. 

The  Maffachufets,  by  thus  extending  its  wing  over 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire,  nourifhed  and  che- 
rifhed  them  for  near  40  years  *,  and  to  this  muft  be  attri¬ 
buted  the  growth  and  the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  that 
colony.  The  principal  inhabitants,  when  the  benefit  was 
recent,  in  1680,  made  a  public  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  it.  Upon  this  conftrudlion  of  the  charter, 
the  whole  province  of  Main  is  taken  into  the  Maffachu- 
fets  as  well  as  New-Hampfhire  ;  but  no  application  being 
made  by  the  people  there,  nothing  was  done  concerning 
them.  Mr.  Wheelwright  and  others,  who  had  been  ba- 
nifhed  from  the  Maffachufets,  foon  after  removed  to  the 
province  of  Main  from  New-Hampfhire. 

1642  Mr.  Winthrop  was  elected  governor  in  1642,  and 
Mr.  Endicot  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Flint* 
added  to  the  affiftants,  together  with  Mr.  Pynchon,  who, 
upon  his  removal  to  Springfield,  had  been  left  out  whilft 
the  jurifdiftion  was  doubtful. 

The  college  at  Cambridge  was  this  year  put  upon  a 
more  refpectable  footing  than  it  had  been.  The  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  governor  and  magiftrates,  and  the  minifters 
of  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  the  prefident,  were 
made  a  corporation' for  ordering  and  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  college,  and  nine  young  gentlemen rf,  at  a  public 

com- 

*  Mr.  Flint  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fair  efiate  in  England,  which  he 
laid  out  in  forwarding  the  plantation,  arriving  in  New  England  about 
the  year  1635.  Johnfon .  A  large  trad  of  land,  which  he  owned  in 
Concord,  Hill  retains  the  name  of  Flint’s  farm. 

j  Moil  of  them  foon  after  went  over  to  England,  and  before  1651 
(as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  who  received  a  de¬ 
cree  the  next  year,  and  was  a  celebrated  preacher  in  Dublin)  made 
feme  feure  there.  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  the  firft-born  of  Harvard- 

College, 


# 
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commencement  this  year,  received  the  degree  of  batche-  1642 
lor  or  arts.  The  a  hens,  with  a  particular  account  of 
the  whole  proceeding,  was  publifhed  in  England.  I  know 
of  but  two  copies  extant,  and  as  my  chief •defign  is  to 
prefefve  from  oblivion  every  tranladlion,  which  pofterity 

may  think  of  any  importance,  I  lhall  give  it  a  place  in 
the  appendix. 

1  HERE 


Co  lege,  was  fucceffor  to  Dodor  Twiffe  at  Newberry ;  and  though 
inclined  to  prefbytenamfm,  to  ufe  Mr,  Mather’s  words,  not  malig¬ 
nantly  affeded.  George  Downing  went  into  the  army,  and  was  fcout- 
mader  general  of  the  Enghih  army  in  Scotland.  He  was  afterwards  in 
great  favour  with  Cromwell,  who  fent  him  ambaffador  to  the  Stales 
and  upon  the  reftoration  he  turned  with  the  times,  and  was  fent  or  kept 
by  the  King  in  the  fame  employ,  had  the  merit  of  betraying,  fecurin^- 
and  fending  over  feveral  of  the  regicides  (he  had  been  captain  unde? 

ne  of  them.  Col.  Okey)  was  knighted  and  in  favour  at  court,  and  died 
>n  1684.  His  charader  runs  low  with  the  belt  hiltorians  in  England  • 
it  was  much  lower  with  his  countrymen  in  New-England  ;  and  it  be” 
came  a  proverbial  exprefiion,  to  fay  of  a  falfe  man  who  betrayed  his 
/  ufi,  that  he  was  an  arrant  George  Downing.  Oliver  Cromwell,  when 

favf  "  <  r"1  326  n  °r  amba!Iador  t0  the  States,  in  his  letter  of  credence 
lays,  George  Downing  is  a  perfon  of  eminent  quality,  and  after  a 

*°ngtr!al  of  His  fidelity,  probity  and  diligence  in  feveral  and  various 
negotiations,  well  approved  and  valued  by  us.  Him  we  have  thought 
fitting  to  fend  to  your  Lordihips,  dignified  with  the  charader  of  our 
a0ent,  &c.  (Milton  s  letters.)  In  his  latter  days  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
very  friendly  to  New-England,  and  when  the  colony  was  upon  the 

fTI/h™3  W1Ah  K'rS  Cliaro-S  ^he  fec0nd-  An  articie  of  news  from 

England,  in  1671,  fays,  ‘  Sir  George  Downing  is  in  the  Tower  it  is 

hltT  ?  retrned  fr0m  Holland’  where  was  fent  ambaffador 
r W  TK  •  j  u  ’S/ep0rKd’  he  had  110  feall  abufe  offered  him 
•JCy  pr'n'cd  the  fornons he  preached  in  Olivers  time  and  drew 
three  pidures  of  him.  1.  Preaching  in  a  tub,  over  it  was  wrote,  This  I 
<was  2.  A  treacherous  courtier,  over  it,  This  I  am.  r  Hanvino- on  a 
gibbet,  and  over  it  This  l  /hall  he.”  Prints  of  that  fort  wfre  not  fo 
common  m  England  m  that  day  as  they  have  been  the  laft  twenty 

comi^°LninS  W?  fent  t0  ,make  up  the  <luarrel  with  the  Dutch,  but 

his  m- ft  °ime  ^  t0?  g?Cat  bafte  and  fear>  is  now  in  the  prifon  where 
his  mafter  lay  that  he  betrayed.”  M3,  letter  Land.  Marchs ,  67.-2 

By  his  mafter,  no  doubt  Okev  is  intended  t_j*  r  r  -  . 

Ttl1."*  “  J,68o.  Sj 
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1642  There  was  a  general  defign  this  year,  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  againft  the  Englifli  *.  Miantinomo,  the  lacheni 
of  the  Naraganfetc,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  author  and 
chief  promoter,  and  to  have  drawn  many  other  fachems 
to  join  with  him.  The  Indians  began  to  make  ufe  of 
fire-arms,  and  had  procured  a  great  number,  together 
with  powder  and  fhot,  from  Englifh  traders  in  the  eaftern 
parts,  as  well  as  from  the  Dutch.  A  conftant  watch 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  from  fun-fet  to  fun-rifing,  and  a 
place  of  retreat  to  be  provided,  in  each  plantation,  for 
the  women  and  children  and  for  the  fecurity  of  ammu- 

John  Bulkley  (fon  of  Peter  Bulkley,  minifter  of  Concord,  who  was 
of  a  very  reputable  family,  and  had  been  efteemed  for  his  learning 
and  piety  in  England)  was  a  fettled  minifter  at  Fordham  in  Efiex,  and 
after  his  eje&ment,  in  1662,  pra&ifed  phyfic  in  London. 

Henry  Saltonftall,  who  I  fuppofe  was  a  grandfonof  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
tonflall,  was  a  doaor  of  phyfic  and  a  fellow  of  New  college  Oxioid. 

Nathanael  Brewfter  was  a  fettled  minifter  in  Norfolk,  and  of  good 

report. 

Samuel  Bellingham  received  the  degree  of  doaor  of  phyfic  at  Ley¬ 
den.  Two  others  of  the  clafs,  William  Hubbard  and  John  Wilfon, 
were  minifters  fettled  in  New  England  and  in  high  efteem  there.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  fucceeding  claffes  went  over  to  England  foon  after  their 
taking  their  Batchelors  degree.  John  Allen,  whofe  friends  lived  in 
Suffolk.  William  Ames,  who  was  fon  of  dodor  Ames,  fettled  at  W ren- 
tham.  Jeremiah  Holland,  who  ffrft  fettled  near  London,  but  icon 
after  removed  into  Northamptonfhire,  wheie  he  had  a  living  of  between 
two  and  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Jacob  Ward,  who  had  a  fel- 
lowfhip  in  Maudlin  college  Oxford.  John  Birden  and  Abraham  Wai¬ 
ver,  who  were  both  preachers  in  the  counties  where  their  friends  lived  ; 
and  Sampfon  Eyton,  who  I  fuppofe  left  Harvard  college  before  he  had 
his  degree,  was  made  a  fellow  in  one  of  the  univerffties  in  England. 
Leonard  Hoar  went  to  Cambridge  and  took  the  degree  of  doctor  in 
phyfic.  Mr.  Mather  writes  very  prefiing  for  others  to  come  over  to 
England,  where  they  might  be  allured  of  encouragement  and  prefer¬ 
ment. 

*  Intelligence  was  given  by  fome  of  the  Indians  themfelves,  and  let¬ 
ters  were  difpatched  from  New  Haven  and  Connecticut  to  give  ad¬ 
vice.  Under  pretence  of  trade,  in  fmall  companies  at  the  Englifh 
houfes,  while  fome  fecured  the  arms  the  others  were  to  perpetrate  the 
maffacre ;  the  time  appointed  for  which  was  immediately  after  the 
harveff  fhould  be  over. 

An  Indian  of  Providence  attempted  a  rape  upon  an  Enguth  woman, 
the  wife  of  Nicholas  Wood  of  Dorchefter,  and  was  protected  by  Mian¬ 
tinomo.  This,  if  true,  is  a  rare  inftancs.  ,  . 

muon, 


nltion.  Beacons  were  ere&ed  and  ordered  to  be  fired  1642 
upon  an  alarm,  and  all  fmiths  were  required  to  lay  afide 
all  other  bufinefs  until  all  the  arms  in  the  colony  were 
put  into  good  order;  for  which  payment  was  promiled 
by  the  government.  Mr.  John  Leverett  *  and  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Hutchinfon  +  were  fent  to  Miantinomo  with  articles 
of  complaint,  and  to  require  him  to  corne  himfelf,  or  to 
fend  two  of  his  chief  counfellors  to  the  governor  in  order 
to  give  fatisfaction.  Conne&icut  propofed  to  fall  upon 
the  Indians  immediately,  and  offered,  if  the  Maffachufets 
would  fend  120  men  to  Saybrook,  to  join  a  proportion- 
able  number.  But  the  Maffachufets  court  doubted  whether 
they  had  fufficient  proofs  of  the  defigns  of  the  Indians  to 
juftify  a  war.  However,  the  governor  with  the  magiftrates, 
before  the  court  met,  thought  it  neceffary  to  difarm  the 
Indians  within  the  colony,  which  they  readily  fubmitted  to* 
Miantinomo  came  in  perfon  to  the  court,  and  demanded 
that  his  acculers  fhould  be  brought  face  to  face,  and  if 
they  failed  in  their  proof  that  they  fhould  fulfer  the  fame 
punifhment  he  would  have  deferved  himfelf  if  he  had 
been  guilty,  viz.  death.  His  behaviour  was  grave,  and  he 
gave  hisanfwers  with  great  deliberation  and  Teeming  inge¬ 
nuity.  He  would  never  fpeak  but  in  the  prefence  of  two 
of  his  counfellors,  that  they  might  be  witneffes  of  every 
thing  which  paifed.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  treaty.  He 
denied  all  he  was  charged  with,  and  pretended,  the  re¬ 
ports  to  his  difadvantage  were  raifed  by  Uncas,  fachem 
of  the  Mohegins,  or  fome  of  his  people.  He  was  willing 
to  renew  his  former  engagements,  that  if  any  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  even  the  Niantieks,  who  he  find  were  as  his  own 
fiefh  and  blood,  fhould  do  any  wrong  to  the  Englifh,  fo 
as  neither  he  nor  they  could  fatisfy  without  blood,  he  would 
deliver  them  up  and  leave  them  to  mercy.  The  people  of 
Connecticut  put  little  confidence  in  him,  and  could  hardly 
be  kept  from  falling  upon  him,  but  were  at  laft  pre¬ 
vailed  upon,  by  the  Maffachufets,  to  defiit  for  the  prefentj, 

*  Afterwards  governor. 

f  don  of  the  famous  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

Records  of  the  united  colonies. 

H 


1*4  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1642  Tne  minds  of  men  were  filled  with  fear  from  thefe  rur 
rnours  of  a  general  conspiracy,  and  every  noife  in  the 
night  was  alarming.  A  poor  man,  in  a  fwamp  at  Wa¬ 
tertown  hearing  the  howling  of  a  kennel  of  wolves, 
and  cxpefting  to  be  devoured  by  them,  cried  out  for  help, 
which  occafioned  a  general  alarm  through  all  the  towns 
near  Boftcn  §.  Fhe  Indians,  being  thus  prevented  from 
furprizing  the  Englifh,  remained  quiet  f. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  this  year  palled  a  memorable 
relolve  in  favour  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  which  was 
tranfmmed  to  the  governor  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  and 
ordered  by  the  court  to  be  entered  upon  the  publick  re¬ 
cords,  that  it  might  remain  to  pofterity, 

“  Veneris  10  March  1642. 

WHEREAS  the  plantations  in  New-England  have,  by 
tne  biefiing  oi  the  Almighty,  had  good  and  profperous 
fuccefs,  without  any  public  charge  to  this  fiate  and 
are  now  likely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  propagation 
of  the  goipe!  in  thofe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and  com¬ 
modious  to  this  kingdom  and  nation.  The  commons, 

V 

*  Sept.  19th,  164.2.  §  Hubbard • 

+  One  Darbyfield,  an  Irifhman,  with  fome  others  travelled  this  year 
to  the  white  hills,  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  in  thefe  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  They  ieported  that  they  had  been  to  the  top,  where  is  a  plain 
of  60  feet  Iquare ;  that  on  the  weft  fide  is  a  very  fteep  precipice,  and 
all  the  country  round  about  appeared  like  a  level  much  beneath  them. 
The  glittering  appearance  of  the  rocks,  as  they  came  near  them, 

caufed  an  expectation  of  fomething  valuable,  but  they  found  nothing. 

Hubbard . 

T  he  growth  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  colony,  at  different  periods, 
will  be  thought  by  fome  worth  obferving.  Jn  1642  a  tax  of  800/, 
was  apportioned  as  follows :  Hingham  20/.  Weymouth  14/.  Brain¬ 
tree  14/.  Dorchefter  58/.  ioj.  Roxbury  50/.  Bofton  120/.  Dedham 
20 1,  Concord  2 5/.  Watertown  54 /.  Cambridge  67  /.  ior.  Charles¬ 
town  60/.  Salem  79/.  Lynn  45/.  Jpfwich  82/.  Newbury  30/. 
Salifbury  12/,  ioj-.  Hampton  c /.  Rowley  1  c /.  Sudbury  ic/.  Med¬ 
ford  10/.  Glocefter  61.  10  s. 

t  *  tranferibe  this  part  of  the  order  with  pleafure.  The  merit  of 
our  anceftors,  many  of  whom  were  personally  known  to  the  principal 
members  of  parliament,  was  frefh  in  their  remembrance.  Length  of 
time  has  not  leftened  the  merit.  Confequences  fo  advantageous  to  the 
ration  have  followed  it,  that  in  reafon  it  ought  to  ftrike  ftronger  now 
than  it  did  then. 


now 
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now  aflfembled  in  Parliament,  do  for  the  better  advance-  1642 
ment  of  thofe  plantations  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
planters  to  proceed  in  their  undertaking,  ordain,  that 
all  merchandizing  goods,  that  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
whatfoever,  merchant  or  other,  lhall  be  exported  out  of 
this  kingdom  of  England  into  New-England  to  be  fpent, 
ufed  or  employed  there,  or  being  of  the  growth  of  that 
kingdom  *,  fhall  be  from  thence  imported  hither,  or  fhall 
be  laden  or  put  on  board  any  fhip  or  veflel  for  necelfaries 
in  palling  to  and  fro,  and  all  and  every  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof  fhall  be  freed  and  difcharged  of  and  from 
paying  and  yielding  any  cuflom,  fubfidy,  taxation,  or 
other  duty  for  the  fame,  either  inward  or  outward,  ei¬ 
ther  in  this  kingdom  or  New-England,  or  in  any  port, 
haven,  creek,  or  other  place  whatfoever,  until  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  fhall  take  further  order  therein  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  And  all  and  Angular  cuftomers,  farmers  and  col¬ 
lectors  of  cuftoma,  fubfidies  and  impofts,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers,  minifters  and  fubjefts  whatfoever,  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  injoined,  that  they  and  every  of  them,  upon 
the  fhewing  forth  unto  them  this  order,  or  a  true  copy 
thereof  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  without  any  other  writ  or  warrant  whatloever,  do 
make  full,  whole  and  entire,  and  due  allowance  and 
clear  difcharge  unto  the  faid  owners  of  the  faid  goods 
and  merchandize,  their  fa&ors,  fervants  and  agents,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  this  order. 

H.  Elssing,  Cler.  Pari.  D.  Com.5> 

In  the  year  1 642,  letters  came  to  Mr.  Cotton  of  Bofton, 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Davenport  of  New- 
Haven,  figned  by  feveral  of  the  nobility,  divers  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  fome  minifters,  to  call  them 
or  fome  of  them,  if  all  could  not  come,  to  affift  in  the 
affembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter  Such  of  the  magi- 

ftrates 

*  Inaccurately,  for  thofe  colonies. 

4  1  have  the  original  papers  which  accompanied  thefe  letters.  The 
following  is  an  exad  copy. 
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104$  (bates  and  mini  Piers,  as  were  near  Bofton,  met  together, 
cxn.i  molt  of  them  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  call  of  God, 
but  Mr.  Hooker  did  not  like  the  bufinefs,  and  thought  it 
v^as  not  a  fufiicient  cal!  to  go  a  thoufand  leagues  to  confer 
about  matters  of  church  government.  Mr.  Davenport 
thought  other  wile,  but  his  church,  having  but  one  minifter, 
wou  a  not  Ipare  him.  Mr.  Cotton  thought  it  a  clear  call, 
and  would  have  undertaken  the  voyage  if  others  would 
have  gone  with  him.  Soon  after,  other  letters  were 
received,  which  diverted  them  from  any  thoughts  of 
proceeding  H  Mr.  Hooker  was  about  that  time  pre¬ 
paring 

i  he  exp  re  &  on  of  the  defires  of  thofe  honourable  and  worthy 
pei  ion  ages,  both  hotifes  oi  parlament,  who  call  and  wifh  the  pre— 
.teroc  ot  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Davenport  to  come  ovar 
with  all  po  Bible  fpeed,  all  or  any  of  them,  if  all  cannct.  The  con- 
c.ryon  whearein  the  hate  of  things  in  this  kingdom  doth  now  Hand, 
\vuC  luppofe  you  have  from  the  relations  of  others ;  wheareby  you  can- 
but  unuerftand  how  gteate  need  there  is  of  the  healp  ofpraycr 
an‘-*  improvement  of  all  good  meanes,  from  all  parts  for  the  featlinge 
nr  o  compofeing  the  affaires  ot  the  church.  Wee  therefore  prefent  unto 
you  our  earned  defires  of  you  all.  To  lhevve  whearein  or  hov/e  many 
wayes  you  may  be  iifeful  would  eafely  bee  cone  by  us,  and  fcvvnd  by 
you,  vveare  you  prefent  with  us.  In  all  likelyhopd  you  will  finde  op¬ 
portunity  enough  to  draw  forth  all  that  healpefullaefs  that  God 
aitoard  by  you.  And  wee  doubt  not  thefe  advantages  will  be 
iutch,  as  will  fully  an'wer  all  inconvemencies  your  fealves,  churches 
rr  plantations  may  iuftaine  in  this  your  voyage  and  fliort  abfence  from 
them.  Oneiy  the  iooner  you  come  the  bettar.  Warwick 

W,  Say  &  Seale  Ph.  Wharton 
Mandeville 
Rob.  Brooke 

Win.  Stricland  Tho:  Hoyle 

Henry  Darley  Cor:  Holland 

Valentine  Walton  Anth.  Stapley 

Will111  Cawleys 
John  Gordon 
John  Blakiflon 
Godfrey  Rofleville 


Nath.  Fiennes 
Gilbr  Gerrard 
Thg;  Barrington 

O 

Richard  Browne 
Henry  Martin 
Oliver  Cromv/ell 
A.  Hafeliig 


Humfrey  Sal  way 
William  Hay 
J.  Walt  ill 


H.  Ruthin 


Gilbert  Pickering  Alex.  Bence 


Wm.  Mafham 

Mart.  Lumley  Ro.  Cooke  Ol.  St.  John 

Nath.  Barnardifton  Sam.  Lake  Ifaac  Pennington 

Ar,  Goodwin  John  Francklyn  Miles  Corbett  Wm.  Spurflowe.’ 


*  Hub 


paring  for  the  prefs  a  vindication  of  congregational  1642 
churches,  or  rather  framing  a  fyftem  or  plan  of  church 
government,  which  he  defigned  for  the  New-England 
churches,  let  the  determination  at  Weftminfter  be  what 
it  would.  Had  the  churches  of  New-England  appeared 
there  by  their  reprefentatives,  or  any  of  the  principal 
divines  appeared  as  members  of  the  aflembly,  greater  ex¬ 
ception  might  have  been  taken  to  their  building  after  a 
model  of  their  own  framing.  Several  perfons  who  came 
from  England,  in  1643,  made  a  mufter  to  fet  up  pref- 
byterian  government,  under  the  authority  of  the  affem- 
bly  at  Weftminfter  ;  but  a  New-England  affembly,  the 
general  court,  foon  put  them  to  the  rout. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  for  the  laft  year 
were  re-eledled  in  1643.  Samuel  Symonds*  and  William  1643 
Hibbinsf  were  added  to  the  afiiftants.  The  colony  had 
fo  increafed,  that  it  was  divided  this  year  into  four  coun¬ 
ties  orfhires,  Effex,  Middlefex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk 

A  new  fed,  fpringing  from  the  aihes  of  the  antinomi- 
ans,  made  great  difturbance  about  this  time.  Samuel 
Gorton,  a  citizen  of  London,  who  came  from  Bofton  in 
1636,  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Mr.  Cotton  fays  §,  his 
principles  were  the  very  dregs  of  familifm.  It  is  certain 
that  he  was  artful  enough  to  explain  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  his  judges  in  the  Maffachulets  were  divided  in 
opinion  whether  they  were  heretical  or  no.  He  ftaid 
not  long  in  the  Maffachufets,  but  went  to  Plimouth,  and. 


*  Mr.  Symonds  was  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  and  good 
efcate  in  England.  EJe  came  from  Yeldham  in  Effex.  Hubbard. 

f  Mr.  Hibbins  was  a  principal  merchant  in  the  colony,  but  foou 
after  met  with  great  Ioffes  in  his  trade.  J  know  of  none  of  their  de¬ 
fendants  of  the  fame  names  in  New-England. 

I' Essex  contd.  Middlesex.  Suffolk. 

Salem  Charleftown  Bofton 

Linn  Cambridge  Roxbury 


Enon  (Wenham) Watertown 
Jpfwich  Sudbury 

Rowley  Concord 

Newbury  Woburn 

Giocefter  Medford 

Chochichawick  Linn  Village 


§  Bloody  Tenet  walked,  &c.  p.  5  &  8. 


Dorcheiter 

Dedham 

Braintree 

Weymouth 

Hingham 

Nantafket  (Hull) 


Norfolk. 

Salifbury 

Hampton 

Haverhill 

Exeter 

Dover 

Strawberry-Bank 

(Poi'tfmouth.) 


difturbing: 


110  •  THE  history  of 

1643  difturbing  the  church  there,  he  was  whipped  and  required 

^uiet’es  l°r  h‘s  good  behaviour,  which  not  being 
able  to  go  neiemoved,  Mr.  Winflow  fays  was  driven! 
to  Rhode-Ifland.  -There  he  treated  the  court  with  con¬ 
tempt,  and  by  order  of  the  governor,  Mr.  Coddington, 
was  hrft  impriioned  and  afterwards  whipped.  From 
Rhode-Ifland  he  went  to  Providence,  where  Roger  Wil¬ 
liams  with  his  ufual  humanity,  although  he  difliked  his 
principles  and  behaviour,  gave  him  fhelter.  Here  he 
found  feveral  of  nis  own  dilpolition,  fond  of  novelties 
in  religion,  and  they  firit  fat  down  at  Patuxet  near  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  but  feme  of  the  inhabitants  there  applied  to  the 
Maffachufets  that  they  and  their  lands  might  be  received 
into  protection,  and  complained  that  Gorton  and  his 
company,  under  pretence  of  purchafe  from  the  Indians, 
were  going  about  to  deprive  them  of  their  eftates,  of 
which  for  feveral  years  they  had  been  in  the  lawful  pof- 
feffion.  The  governor  and  three  of  the  affiftants  figned 
what  was  called  a  warrant,  or  notification,  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Providence,  requiring  them  to  fubmit  to  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  Maffachufets.  This  was  dated  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1642.  Gorton  fent  a  very  contemptuous  anfwer, 
and  told  them  they  had  no  authority  over  the  people  of 
Providence.  But  either  for  the  lake  of  being  more  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  Maffachufets,  or  from  difeord  among 
themfelves,  Gorton  and  1 1  more  purchafed  of  Miantino- 
mo,  the  Naraganfet  fachem*,  a  trad  of  land  called  Show- 
amet  and  removed  thither.  The  price  they  paid  was  144 
fathom  of  wampum  f.  Showamet  was  then  claimed  by 
Plimouth  government,  as  within  their  jurifdiftion.  Two 
of  the  chief  of  the  Indians  who  dwelc  there  and  at  Pa¬ 
tuxet,  and  who  were  called  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sa- 
chonoco,  came  to  Boflon  with  their  interpreter  to  com¬ 
plain  of  Gorton  and  his  company  for  taking  their  lands 
from  them,  and  offered  to  lubjecl  themlelves  and  their 

J  Anfwer  to  Gorton. 

*  Pomham,  a  petty  fachem  who  lived  upon  the  lands,  joined  in 
the  fale,  but  alledged  that  he  had  no  confederation  for  it.  Winflow. 

'f'  A  fathom  of  wampum  was  one  Hring  of  Indian  beads,  fix  feet 
or  a  fathem  in  length,  which  was  valued  at  es.  8d.  fterlincr. 

country 


/ 


\ 
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country  to  the  Maffachufets,  which  by  an  inftrument,  under  1 643 
their  hands,  was  accordingly  done  in  the  form  following. 

cc  This  writing  is  to  teftify,  that  we  Potnhafm,  fachem 
«  of  Showamet,  and  Sachonoco,  fachem  of  Patuxet,  have 
“  and  by  thefe  prefcnts  do  voluntarily  and  without  any 
conftraintor  perfuafion,butof  our  own  free  motion,  put 
ic  ourfelves,  our  fubjedfs,  lands  andeftates  under  the  go- 
vernment  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  Maffachufets,  to  be 
lc  governed  and  protected  by  them  according  to  their  juft 
€(  laws  and  orders,  fo  far  as  we  (hall  be  made  capable 
of  underftanding  them  ;  and  we  do  promife,  for  our- 
Ci  felves  and  our  fubjects  and  all  our  poflerity,  to  be  true 
“  and  faithful  to  the  government  and  aiding  to  the  main- 
**  tenance  thereof  to  our  bed  ability,  and  from  time  to  , 
time  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt, 
lc  or  evil  intention  of  any  which  we  fhall  know  or  hear  of 
againft  the  fame,  and  do  promife  to  be  willing  from 
<c  time  to  time  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
<c  wor/hip  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  hereunto 

<c  put  to  our  hands  the  22d  of  the  4th  month,  1643. 

The  y  mark  The  q  mark 

of  Saconocho.  of  Pomham. 


Miantinomo  was  likewife  fent  for  to  Bofton,  but  did 
not  make  out  his  right  to  the  Indian  country  to  the  fatis- 
fadlon  of  the  court.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  relin- 
quifhed  it,  and  Gorton  fays  in  his  defence,  that  Pomham 
and  Sachonoco  were  the  natural  fubjeds  of  Miantinomo 
and  influenced  by  the  Maflachufets  to  withdraw  from  him. 
He  being  the  greateft  and  moll  powerful  fachem  in  New- 
England,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  were  dependants  upon  him 
or  tributaries  to  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Maflachufets 
fent  a  meflage  to  Gorton  and  his  company,  acquainting 
them  that  they  were  ftili  within  their  jurifdidion  by  virtue 
of  the  fubmiflion  of  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  and  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  appear  at  the  court  of  Bofton  to  anfwer 
to  complaints  againft  them  lor  injuries  done  to  the  Indians, 
&c.  and  promiling  them  lafe-condud,  &c.  This  wasdated 
the  1 2th  of  the  yth  month  1643.  ^'hey  fent  back  by  the 
mefienger  a  verbal  anfwer,  that  they  were  out  of  the 


1643  Mafiachufets  jurifdiftion,  and  would  acknowledge  fub- 
jedtion  to  none  but  the  Hate  and  government  of  Oid  Eng¬ 
land.  Upon  the  receipt  of  their  anfwer,  viz.  on  the  19th 
of  the  fame  month,  another  rneffage  was  fent  to  acquaint 
them,  that  the  court  had  appointed  com miffioners  *  to 
hear  and  determine  the  controverfy  upon  the  fpot,  and  if 
they  refufed,  to  bring  them  to  Bofton  by  force.  After 
fomefmall  refiftance,  Gorton  and  ieveral  others  were  taken 
and  carried  to  Bofton  and  imprifoned  f.  Being  brought 
before  the  court,  the  charge  exhibited  againft  them  was 
in  the  following  words  : 

Upon  much  examination,  and  ferious  confideration 
of  your  writings,  with  our  anfwers  about  them,  we 
do  charge  you  to  be  a  biafphemous  enemy  of  the  true 
*c  religion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  holy  ordi- 

“  nances, 

*  The  commifiioners  were,  Capt.  George  Cooke,  Lieut.  Hump. 
Atherton,  and  Ed  ward  Johnfon,  who  had  alfo  military  commifiions, 
and  40  men  to  attend  them.  Cooke  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  the 
Wars  in  Ireland.  Johnfon, 

f  If  we  may  give  credit  to  Gorton’s  account,  Mr.  Ward,  a  minifter, 
came  to  the  pnfon  window  and  called  to  him  one  of  the  prifoners  who 
had  been  his  neighbour  in  Efiex  in  England,  and  defired  him,  if  lie 
bad  done  or  faid  any  thing  he  could  with  good  confcience  renounce, 
that  he  would  recant,  and  probably  the  court  would  be  merciful ;  and 
added,  that  this  would  be  no  disparagement,  for  the  reverend  Mr. 
Cotton  ordinarily  preacheth  that  publickly  one  year,  that  the  next 
year  he  publickly  repents  of  before  the  congregation,  &c.  Mr.  Winf- 
lovv,  in  his  anfwer,  will  not  allow  this  to  be  true.  This  Mr.  Ward 
was  author  of  The  Simple  Cobier  of  Agawam,  and  feveral  other  witty 
performances.  The  ruling  pafiion  would  frequently  fhew  itfelf  in  in- 
dances  which  would  have  been  liable  to  forne  exception  in  thofe  days 
of  great  gravity,  if  his  principles  had  not  been  orthodox  and  his  ge¬ 
neral  behaviour  ferious  and  guarded.  Many  of  his  witty  facetious 
turns  are  handed  down  to  pcllerity.  A  letter  of  his,  I  find  among 
Mr.  Cotton’s  papers,  difeovers  fomething  of  his  call  of  mind. 

<l  Salutum  in  Xtonoflro. 

Reverend  and  dear  friend, 

(  was  yefterday  convented  before  the  bifhop,  I  mean  to  his  court, 
nnd  a rn  adjourned  to  the  next  term.  1  fee  fuch  giants  turn  their  backs, 
that  i  dare  not  trufi:  my  own  weak  heart.  I  expert  meafure  hard 
enough,  and  mufl  furnifh  apace  with  proportionable  armour.  I  lack 
a  friend  to  help  buckle  it  on.  I  know  none  but  Chrilt  himfelf,  in 
ail  our  coail,  fit  to  help  me,  and  my  acquaintance  with  him  is  hardly 

enough 
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massachusets-bay. 

“  nances,  and  alfo  of  civil  authority  among  the  people  1643 
«  of  God,  and  particularly  in  this  jurifdidtion 

Their  writings  were  produced  in  evidence  againft 
them  ;  and  they  explained  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  faid  he  could  agree  with 
them  in  their  anfwer,  tho’  he  could  not  in  their  writings  ; 
but  Mr.  Dudley  flood  up,  much  moved,  and  faid  he 
would  never  confent  to  it,  while  he  lived,  that  they  were 
one  with  them  in  thofe  anfwers.  The  governor  then  afked 
Gorton  what  faith  was  ?  he  anfwered,  in  the  words  of  the 
apoftle,  that  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen  •,  the  governor  told 
him  that  was  true,  but  he  could  fay  more  of  faith  than 
that.  He  defired  to  be  excufed,  and  Mr.  Bradftreet, 
prudently  enough,  excepted  to  fuch  queftions,  uniefs  ne 
was  free  to  fpeak  to  them  ;  and  thereupon  they  were 
difmified  and  remanded  to  prifon  *.  Their  fen- 
tences  were  cruel.  Gorton  ordered  to  be  confined  to 
Charleftown,  there  to  be  kept  at  work,  and  to  wear  fuch 
bolts  and  irons  as  might  hinder  his  efcape ;  and  if  he 
broke  his  confinement,  or  by  fpeech  or  writing  pub- 
li fhed  or  maintained  any  of  the  blafphemous  abomi¬ 
nable  herefies  wherewith  he  had  been  charged  by  the 
general  court,  or  fhould  reproach  or  reprove  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  thefe  united  colonies, 
or  the  civil  government,  &c.  that  upon  conviction 

enough  to  hope  for  that  afliftance  my  weak  fpirit  will  want  and  the 
affaults  of  tentation  call  for.  I  pray  therefore,  forget  me  not,  and  be¬ 
lieve  for  me  alfo  if  there  be  fuch  a  piece  of  neighbourhood  among 
Chriftians.  And  fo  bleffing  God  with  my  whole  heart,  for  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  you  and  im merited  intereft  in  you,  and  thanking  you  en¬ 
tirely  for  thatfaithful  love  I  have  found  from  you  in  many  expreffions 
of  the  bed  nature,  I  commit  you  to  the  unchangeable  love  of  God 
cur  Father  in  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  I  hope  to  reft  for  ever, 

Stondon  Mercy,  Your’s  in  all  truth  of  heart, 

Dec.  is,  1 63 1 . 

Nath1  Warde.” 

*  Gcrton. 

thereof. 
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1643  thereof,  upon  trial  by  a  jury,  he  ihould  fuffer  death  * 
e  reft  were  confined  to  different  towns,  one  in  a  town, 
an  upon  the  lame  conditions  with  Gorton  ;  their  cattle 
were  feized  and  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  the  charge  of 
retching  them  and  the  expence  attending  the  trial  and 
impriionment  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds,  and  the 
overplus  to  be  referved  for  their  future  maintenance 
during  their  confinement  f .  As  all  who  have  publifhed 

any 

* 

.  *  Gorton  fays,  they  call  a  lot  for  their  lives,  putting  it  to  the  ma¬ 
jor  vote  of  the  court  whether  they  Ihould  live  or  die ;  and  that  God 
in  his  providence  ordered  it  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only,  in  fa- 
vourof  their  lives.  ' 

f  After  being  confined  one  winter,  they  were  baniflied  the  jurif- 
diaion  and  from  the  lands  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  upon  pain  of 
death.  Gorton  foon  after  went  to  England  and  obtained  an  order  from 
the  Governor  in  chief,  the  lord  high  admiral  and  commiflioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  parliament  for  the  Englifh  plantations  in  America,  di¬ 
rected  to  the  governor  and  afliftants  of  the  MafTachufets,  and  to  all 
other  governors  and  other  inhabitants  of  New-England  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  requiring  them  to  fuffer  Gorton  and  the  reft 
quietly  to  enjoy  their  lands  in  Naraganfet  bay,  and  to  land  at  any 
port  in  New-England  in  their  way  thither,  &c.  This  order  was  fenc 
to  the  governor  by  Randall  Holden,  one  of  Gorton’s  adherents,  who 
with  others  arrived  atoofton,  13th  Sept.  1646.  Having  defired  leave 
to  land,  the  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  anfvvered  that  he  could  not 
give  them  leave  by  his  own  authority,  as  it  would  difpenfe  with  an 
oiaer  of  the  general  court,  but  the  council  being  to  meet  in  two  or 
three  days  he  would  impart  the  order,  and  intimated  that  he  Ihould 
?iot  trouole  him/elf  about  them  in  the  mean  time.  The  council  were 
not  all  of  a  mind,  but  the  majority  agreed  to  fuffer  them  to  pafs  qui¬ 
etly  for  the  prefent,  and  that  when  the  court  met,  further  confldera- 
tion  fhould  be  had  of  their  poiTe  fling  the  land  they  claimed.  The 
court  thought  proper  to  fend  Mr.  “Edward  Winflovv  to  England, 
■*n  order  to  give  fatisfadtion  to  the  commiflioners  for  plantations.  He 
carried  with  nim  a  remonffrance  and  petition  againft  Gorton,  and  in 
vindication  of  the  colony,  afferted  their  right  by  charter  finally  to  de¬ 
termine  all  caufes,  without  admitting  of  appeals  to  England ,  apd  al- 
ledged  that  the  lands  lay  in  Plimouth  colony,  and  produced  an  adl  of 
the  commiflioners  of  the  four  colonies,  of  which  Plimouth  was  one, 
impowenng  the  MafTachufets  to  proceed  as  they  thought  proper. 
The  commiflioners  for  plantations,  in  their  anfwer,  fay,  “  they  in¬ 
tended  not  to  encourage  any  appeals  from  their  juftice,  which  it  might 
be  very  inconvenient  to  admit,  nor  to  reftrain  the  bounds  of  their  ju- 
rifdidliou  to  a  narrower  compafs,  but  they  fuppofed  the  Naraganfet 
bay  (the  thing  in  queftion)  was  without  the  bounds  of  their  patent  5 
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any  thing  concerning  Gorton,  except  Mr.  Calender  1643 
in  his  century  fermon,  fet  him  in  an  infamous  light,  it 
will  be  but  juft  to  publifh  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Morton,  in  1669,  vindicating  himfelf  from  the  charges 

but  as  they  had  received  advertifement  that  the  place  was  within  the 
patent  of  New-PIimouth,  and  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  was 
a  joint  authority  from  the  four  governments,  of  MafTachufets,  Pli- 
mouth,  Connecticut,  and  New -Haven,  if  thefe  things  fhould  be  proved, 
it  would  much  alter  the  flate  of  the  queftion ;  but  at  that  diilance 
thefe  points  could  not  be  fettled,  and  mud:  be  left  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon  the  place  if  there  fhould  be  occafion,  for  there  the 
boundaries  would  be  bed:  known  ;  and  if  it  fhould  appear  that  the 
faid  trad  was  within  any  of  the  New-England  patents,  they  fhould 
leave  the  fame  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  the  jurifdidion  of  thaS 
government  under  which  they  fell  ;  neverthelefs,  inafmuch  as  the  pe¬ 
titioners  had  tranfplanted  their  families  thither  and  fettled  at  great 
charge,  they  commend  it  to  the  government  within  whofe  jurifdidion 
they  fliall  appear  to  be,  not  only  not  to  remove  them  from  the  plan¬ 
tations,  but  alfo  to  encourage  them  with  prote&ion  and  adiftance  and 
in  all  fit  ways,  whilfl  they  fhould  demean  themfelves  peaceably,  &c« 
Hubbard . 

Gorton  came  again  to  Boflon  in  the  fpring  of  1648.  The  court, 
upon  his  arrival,  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  apprehended ;  but  pro¬ 
ducing  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  defiring  that  he  might  have 
liberty  to  return  home,  the  court  recalled  the  order  and  gave  him  a 
week’s  liberty  to  provide  for  his  departure. 

After  this  time,  the  Gortonifls  confidered  how  to  make  their  peace, 
and  making  their  application  in  fober  language,  they  remained  un- 
molefted  and  quietly  enjoyed  their  pofTefTions  at  Shovvamet,  to  which, 
in  honour  to  their  patron  and  benefadtor,  they  gave  the  name  of  War¬ 
wick,  which  it  retains  to  this  day  5  and  the  poflerity  of  feveral  of 
them  are  perfons  of  reputation  and  elteem  in  that  colony. 

Gorton  publifhed  an  account  of  his  TufFerings.  Mr.  Window,  the 
agent  for  the  MafTachufets,  anfvvered  him.  In  1665  he  preferred  his 
petition  to  the  commiffioners,  Tent  over  by  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
for  recompence  for  the  wrongs  done  him  by  the  MafTachufets,  al¬ 
ledging  that,  befides  his  other  fufFerings,  he  and  his  friends  had  80 
head  of  cattle  taken  and  Told.  The  MafTachufets  in  their  anfwer 
charge  him  with  heretical  tenets,  both  in  religion  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  with  an  unjuft  pofTefSon  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  colonies  for  the  fake  of  difturbing  their  peace  j  and  add, 
that  the  goods  which  they  feized  did  not  amount  to  the  charge  of 
their  profecution  ;  but  they  do  not  fufficiently  vindicate  their  feizing 
their  perfons  or  goods  without  the  limits  of  their  jurifdidtion,  and 
conclude  with  hoping  that  his  Majefly  will  excufe  any  circumftantiai 
error  in  their  proceedings,  &c. 
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643  again  ft  him  in  New-England’s  memorial  which  was  firft 
printed  in  that  year  f . 

The  dangers  to  which  the  colonies  in  New-England 
were  expofed,  from  domeftic  and  foreign  enemies,  firft 
induced  tnem  to  think  of  an  alliance  and  confederacy  for 
their  mutual  defence  and  fafety.  Thofe  cf  Acjuidniclc 
or  Rhode  Illand  weie  willing  enough  to  have  joined  with 
the  reft,  but  tne  IVlaftachulets  refuled  to  admit  commif- 
ftoners  from  that  colony,  to  treat  with  the  commiftioners 
from  the  reft,  upon  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The 
other  four,  fettled  articles  of  confederation.  May  19, 
1643.  They  have  been  pubiilhed  at  large  by  Docftor  Ma¬ 
ther,  Mi.  Neale,  &c.  and  are  in  fubftance  as  follows: — 

The  united  colonies  of  New-England,  viz.  Mafla- 
chufets,  Phmoutii,  Connecticut  and  New-EIaven,  enter 
into  a  firm  and  pei  petual  league,  oftenfive  and  defenfive. 

Each  colony  to  retain  a  diftindt  and  feparate  jurifdic- 
tion;  no  two^colonies  to  join  in  one  jurisdiction  without 
the  conlent  of  the  whole  ;  and  no  other  colony  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  confederacy  without  the  like  confent. 

1  he  charge  of  all  wars,  oftenfive  or  defenfive,  to  be 
borne  in  proportion  to  the  male  inhabitants  between  16 
and  60  years  of  age  in  each  colony. 

Upon  notice,  from  three  magiftrates  of  any  colony, 
of  an  invafion,  the  reft  (hall  immediately  fend  aid  ;  the  *' 
Mafiachufets  joo,  and  each  of  the  other  45  men,  and 
it  a  greater  number  be  neceftary,  the  comrniflioners  to 
meet  and  determine  upon  it. 

Two  commiftioners  from  each  government,  being 
church  members,  to  meet  annually  the  firft  Monday  in 
September  ;  the  firft  meeting  to  be  held  at  Bofton,  then 
at  Hartford,  New-Haven  and  Plimouth,  and  fo  yearly 
in  that  order,  faving  that  two  meetings  fuccefiively  be 
held  at  Bofton.  '  1 

Ai.l  matters,  wherein  fix  fhall  agree,  to  be  binding 
upon  the  whole ;  and  if  there  be  a  majority,  but  under 
fix,  the  matter  in  queftion  to  be  referred  to  the  general 
court  of  each  co;ony,  and  not  to  be  obligatory  unlefs 
the  whole  agree  to  it, 
t  Appendix. 
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A  president,  for  preferving order,  robe  chofen  by  1643 
the  commiffioners  each  year  out  of  their  number. 

The  commiffioners  fliall  have  power  to  eftabliffi  laws 
or  rules  of  a  civil  nature  and  of  general  concern  for  the 
conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  viz.  relative  to  their  beha¬ 
viour  towards  the  Indians*  to  fugitives  from  one  colony 
to  another,  and  the  like. 

No  colony  to  engage  in  war,  except  upon  a  fudden  ex¬ 
igency;  and,  in  that  cafe,  to  be  avoided  as  much  as 
poffible,  without  the  confent  of  the  whole. 

If  a  meeting  be  fummoned  upon  any  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  the  whole  number  of  commiffioners  do 
not  affiemble,  any  four  who  fliall  meet  may  determine 
upon  a  war,  when  the  cafe  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and 
fend  for  the  agreed  proportion  of  men  out  of  each  ju- 
rifdidtion  ;  but  not  lefs  than  fix  fliall  determine  the 
juft  ice  of  the  war,  or  have  power  to  fettle  bills  of 
charges,  or  make  levies  for  the  fame. 

If  any  colony  break  any  article  of  the  agreement,  or 
any  ways  injure  another  colony,  the  matter  fliall  be  con- 
fidered  and  determined  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  other 
colonies. 

These  articles  were  ratified  by  PvfafTachufets,  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  New-Haven,  May  19,  1643.  Plimouth  com¬ 
miffioners  had  not  then  full  powers,  but  they  acceded,  at 
the  firfl  meeting  for  bufinefs,  September  7th  following. 

This  confederacy  had  been  in  agitation  for  fevcral 
years.  In  1638,  articles  were  drawn  up  which  were  re¬ 
ferred  until  1639.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hooker,  from 
Connecticut,  tarried  feveral  weeks  in  the  Maflachufets  fol- 
liciting  it.  They  had  reafon  to  expect  trouble  from  the 
Dutch,  who  kept  a  trading  houfe  at  Hartford,  after  that 
place  was  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  Connedticut,  and 
broils  frequently  happened  there,  and  the  Dutch  at  Man- 
hadoes  were  ready  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  leaft 
breach  or  alienation  between  the  colonies;  but,  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  fevcral  obftrudtions  from  time  to  time,  nothing 
could  be  perfected  until  1643,  when  commiffioners  came 
from  all  the  feveral  colonies  to  Bolton,  whilft  the  gene- 
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1643  ral  court  was  fitting,  viz.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins  from  Hartford  ;  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Grigfon  from 
New-Haven ;  befides  Mr.  Fenwick  the  governor  of 
Saybrook  fort ;  Mr.  Window  and  Mr.  Collier  from 
PI i mouth.  The  Malfachufets  appointed  Mr.  Winthrop, 
Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Bradlfreetof  the  magiftrates ;  Mr, 
Hawthorne,  Mr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Ty  ngof  the  deputies*. 

About 


*  This  union  fubfiffed,  with  Tome  alterations,  until  the  year  1 686, 
when  all  the  charters  were  in  effect  vacated  by  a  com  million  from 
King  James  the  fecond.  For  many  years,  commiflioners  met  annu¬ 
ally  m  September,  and  oecafionally  at  other  times,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  union  the  meetings  were  triennial.  A  fpecia.1  and  principal 
part  of  their  bofmefs,  after  the  fir  ft  years,  was  the  care  of  gofpel- 
izing  the  Indians.  The  fociety  eflablifhed  by  the  parliament  for  pro¬ 
pagating  the  gofpel  in  New-England  among  the  Indians,  of  which  we 
fndl  hereafter  take  further  notice,  made  the  commiflioners  their  cor- 
relpondents  and  agents  for  difpenfmg  the  charitable  donations;  and, 
after  a  grant  of  a  new  charter  by  King  Charles  the  fecond,  the  fame 
powers  and  truft  were  continued.  A  particular  account  of  all  their 
proceedings  in  this  capacity  is  preferved  in  their  records.  This  con¬ 
federacy  was  acknowledged  and  countenanced  by  the  authority  in 
England  from  its  beginning  until  the  reftoration ;  and  in  letters  from 
King  Charles  the  fecond,  notice  is  taken  of  it  without  any  exception 
to  the  effabliflnnent. 


July  23,  1643,  a  veffel  of  about  100  tons,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  arrived  at  Bofton  from  'Frinadada,  in  order  to  tranfporc 
paffengers  to  people  the  ifland,  but  none  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
remove.  One  Chadaock,  fon  to  the  governor  of  Bermudas,  was 
commander  of  this  fhip.  He  was  a  loofe  profligate  man,  ancThad  a 
crew  like  himfelf.  Five  or  fix  of  them  were  blown  up,  by  two  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder  taking  fire  in  the  pinnace  where  they  were,  near  the 
caftle.  Some  time  after,  ffrange  fights  were  feen  about  the  caftle  and 
at  Governor's  ifland,  in  form  like  a  man  calling  out  flame  and  fparks 
of  fire,  and  a  voice  was  heard  in  feveral  pars  of  the  harbour,  crying. 
Boy,  boy,  come  away,  come  away of  all  which  divers  fiober 
perfons  were  eye  and  ear  witnefles,  and  thefe  fights  and  noifes  were 
fuppofed  to  have  a  fpecial  reference  to  the  place  where  the  pinnace  was 
blown  up.  One  of  the  men,  it  was  faid,  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
black  art. 


From  manuferipts  and  printed  accounts  I  could  celled  as  many  pro¬ 
digies,  in  one  part  of  the  country  and  another,  at  different  times,  as 
would  fill  a  fmall  volume  ;  guns  fired  in  the  air,  great  quantities  of 
clay  caft  up  in  form  of  bullets  out  of  the  earth,  and  the  like;  but  I 
fhall  take  no  notice  of  any  other  than  this,  which  is  related  by  one  of 
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About  this  time,  much  divifion  and  difturbance  ip  1644 
the  colony  was  occafioned  by  the  French  of  Acadie  and 
Nova-Scoria.  It  is  neceffary  to  look  back  upon  the  (late 
of  thofe  countries.  After  A.rga!l  diljioireffed  the  French 
in  1613,  they  feem  to  have  been  negle&ed  both  by  Eng- 
iifh  and  French,  until  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alex¬ 
ander  in  1621.  That  he  made  attempts  and  began  fet- 
tlements  in  Nova-Scotia  has  always  been  allowed,  the 
p^ticuFr  voyages  we  have  no  account  of.  It  appears 
from  Champlain  j~,  that  many  French  had  joined  with 
the  Englidi  or  Scotch,  and  adhered  to  their  intereft. 
Among  the  reft,  La  Tour  was  Port  Royal  in  1630, 
where  out  of  feventy  Scots,  thirty  had  died  the  winter 
before  from  their  bad  accommodations.  La  Tour,  wil¬ 
ling  to  be  fafe,  let  the  tide  be  in  which  it  would,  Eng¬ 
lish  or  French,  procured  from  the  French  King  a  grant 
of  the  river  St.  John,  and  five  leagues  above  and  five 
below,  and  ten  leagues  into  the  country  ;  this  was  in 
1627*.  At  the  feme  time  he  was  connected  with  the 
Scotch,  and  firft  obtained  leave  to  improve  lands  and 
build  within  the  territory,  and  then,  about  the  year 
1630,  purchafed  Sir  William  Alexander's  title.  La 
Tour’s  title  is  faid  to  have  been  confirmed  to  him  under 

the  beft  hiftorians  {  with  great  ferioufnefs,  as  if  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  it.  This  turn  of  mind  was  not  peculiar,  at  this  time,  to 
the  people  of  New  England.  It  was  prevalent  in  England.  If  the 
Nevv-Englanders  exceeded,  the  new  feenes  they  had  juft  entered  upon, 
may  in  fome  meafure  account  for  it.  They  had  an  ocean,  a  thoufand 
leagues  in  extent,  between  them  and  all  the  delights  of  life  which  they 
had  once  enjoyed*  On  their  backs  they  had  a  wildernefs  without  li¬ 
mits.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  their  ears  were  filled  with  the  roaring 
of  wolves  and  other  favage  beafts,  or  which  was  much  werfe,  the  yells 
of  favage  men.  Where  there  was  any  gloom  upon  the  mind,  fuch  a 
icene  mult  tend  to  increafe  it. 

X  Hubbard . 

t  P.  2S3. 

*  Thi_s  appears  from  a  lift  of  the  feireral  grants  made  to  La  Tour, 
communicated  to  governor  Pownallby  Monfieur  I)  Entremont  a  very 
ancient  French  inhabitant  of  Acadie  defeended  from  La  Tour,  and 
who  was  removed  to  Eofton  in  175b,  and  died  in  a  few  years  after. 
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1 644  th6  great  Teal  of  Scotland  -f-,  and  that  he  obtained  alfo  a 
grant  of  a  baronettage  of  Nova-Scoria.  Ptnobfcot,  and 
all  the  country  weft  ward  and  iou  th  ward,  was  at  this 
time  in  thepoffeflion  of  the  Englifh. 

In  1632,  La  Tour  obtained  from  the  French  King  a 
grant  of  the  river  and  bay  of  St.  Croix  and  iflands  and 
lands  adjacent,  twelve  leagues  upon  the  fea  and  twenty 
leagues  into  the  land  *.  By  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains, 
the  fame  year,  Acadie  was  relinquifhed  by  the  Englifh, 
and  La  Tour  became  dependant  upon  the  French  alone. 
In  1634,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  ifle  of  Sables  ;  an¬ 
other  of  ten  leagues  upon  the  fea  and  ten  into  the  land  at 
La  Have  *,  another  of  Port  Royal  the  fame  extent ;  and 
the  like  at  Menis,  with  all  adjacent  iflands  included  in  each 
grant.  Razilly  had  the  general  command,  who  appointed 
Monfieur  D’Aulney  de  Charnify  his  Lieutenant  of  that 
part  of  Acadie  weft  of  St.  Croix,  and  La  Tour  of  that 
eaft.  In  confequence  of  this  divifion,  D’Aulney  came,  as 
has  been  related,  and  difpoflfefied  the  Englifh  at  Penob- 
fcot  in  the  year  1635.  Razilly  died  foon  after,  and 
D’Aulney  and  La  Tour  both  claimed  a  general  command 
of  Acadie  and  made  war  upon  one  another.  D’Aulney, 
by  the  French  King’s  letter  to  him  in  1638,  was  ordered 
to  confine  hirnfelf  to  the  coaft  of  the  Etechemins,  which 
in  all  his  writings  he  makes  to  be  a  part  of  Acadie.  La 
Tour’s  principal  fort  was  at  St.  John’s.  As  their  chief 
views  were  the  trade  with  the  natives,  being  fo  near  toge¬ 
ther,  there  was  aconftant  clafhingof  intereft.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  1641,  La  Tour  fent  Rochet,  a  proteftant  of  Rochel, 
to  Bolton  from  St.  John’s,  with  propofals  for  a  free  trade 
between  the  two  colonies,  and  defiring  afliftance  againft 
D’Aulney  ;  but  not  having  fufficient  credentials,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  declined  any  treaty,  and  he  returned. 
The  next  year,  October  6,  there  came  to  Bofton  a  fhallop 
from  LaTour,  with  his  Lieutenant  and  I4men,  with  letters 

4  Hubbard.  It  is  probable  the  cafe  was  not  juft  as  reprefented. 
King  Charles  in  1625  confirmed  Alexander’s  grant,  under  whom 
JLa  Tour  fettled. 

*  The  French  commiftaries  fpeak  of  this  grant  as  made  to  Razilly. 

full 
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full  of  compliment,  defiring  aid  to  remove  D’Aulney  from  1 644, 
Penobfcot,  and  renewing  the  propofal  of  a  free  trade. 

They  returned  without  any  aflurance  of  what  was  princi¬ 
pally  defired,  but  fome  merchants  of  Bofton  fent  a  pinnace 
after  them  to  trade  with  La  Tour  at  the  river  St.  John. 

They  met  with  good  encouragement,  and  brought  letters 
to  the  governor,  containing  a  large  ftate  of  the  contro- 
verfy  between  D’Aulney  and  La  Tour;  but  flopping  at 
Pemaquid  in  their  way  home,  they  found  D’Aulney  upon 
a  vifit  there,  who  wrote  to  the  governor  and  fent  him  a 
printed  copy  of  an  arret  he  had  obtained  from  France 
againft  La  Tour,  and  threatned,  that  if  any  veflfels  came 
to  La  Tour  he  would  make  prize  of  them.  The  next 
fummer  (June  12)  La  Tour  himfelf  came  to  Bofton,  in 
a  fhip  with  140  perfons  aboard,  the  mafter  and  crew 
being  proteftants  of  Rochel.  They  took  a  pilot  out  of 
a  Bofton  vefiel  at  fea,  and  coming  into  the  harbour  faw 
a  beat  with  Mr.  Gibbon’s  lady  and  family,  who  were  go¬ 
ing  to  his  farm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been 
entertained  at  the  houfe,  knew  her,  and  a  boat  being 
manned  to  invite  her  aboard,  file  fled  to  Governor’s  Ifland 
and  the  Frenchmen  after  her,  where  they  found  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  his  family,  who  were  all  greatly  furprized,  as 
was  the  whole  colony  when  they  heard  the  news  * ;  for 
had  it  been  an  enemy,  he  might  not  only  have  fecured  the 
governor’s  perfon,  but  taken  pofleffion  of  the  cattle  op- 
pofite  to  the  ifland,  there  not  being  a  Angle  man  at  that 
time  to  defend  the  place  -f.  La  Tour  acquainted  the  go¬ 
vernor,  that  this  fhip  coming  from  France,  with  fupplies 
for  his  fort,  found  it  blocked  up  by  D’Aulney  his  old 
enemy,  and  he  was  now  come  to  Bofton  to  pray  aid  to 
remove  him.  La  Tour  had  cleared  up  his  conduct,  fo  as 
to  obtain  a  permiffion  under  the  hands  of  the  Vice  Admiral 
and  Grand  Prior,  &c.  for  this  fhip  to  bring  fupolies  to 

*  The  town  was  fo  furprized,  that  they  were  all  immediately  in 
arms,  and  three  ihaliops  filled  with  armed  men  were  fent  to  guard  the 
governor  home. 

'f  ^  occafioned  new  regulations  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the 
place.  1  he  caftle  was  rebuilt  in  1 644,  at  the  charge  of  the  fix  neighbour* 
ing  towns.  Johnfon . 
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^644  him,  and  in  the  permiffion  he  was  ftiled  the  King9s  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  in  Acadie.  He  produced  alfo  letters  from 
the  agent  of  the  company  in  France,  advifmg  him  to 
look  to  himfelf  and  to  guard  againft  the  defigns  of  D’Aul- 
ney.  The  governor  called  together  fuch  of  the  magiftrates 
and  deputies  as  were  near  the  town,  and  laid  before  them 
La  Tour’s  requeft.  They  could  not,  confiftent  with  the 
articles  they  had  juft  agreed  to  with  the  other  govern¬ 
ments,  grant  aid  without  their  advice;  but  they  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  to  hinder  any,  who  were  willing  to  be 
hired,  from  aiding  him,  which  he  took  very  thankfully  ; 
but  fome  being  difpleafed  with  thefe  conceflions,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  a  fecond  meeting,  where,  upon  a  more  full 
debate,  the  firft  opinion  was  adhered  to  *.  La  Tour  hired 
four  fhips  of  force,  and  took  70  or  80  volunteers  into 
his  pay,  with  which  affiftance  he  was  fafcly  landed  at  his 
iort,  and  D’Aulney  fled  to  Penobfcot,  where  he  ran  his 
veftels  afhore  ;  and  although  the  commander  of  the  fhips 
refufed  to  attack  him,  yet  fome  of  the  folcliers  joined  with 
La  Tours  men  in  an  affault  upon  fome  of  13’AuJney’s 
men,  who  had  intrenched  themfeives;  but  were  obliged 
to  betake  themfeives  to  flight,  having  three  of  their  num¬ 
ber  {lain.  The  fhips  returned  in  about  two  months, 
without  any  lofs.  The  governor  excufed  the  proceeding 
to  D’Aulney,  as  not  having  interefted  himfelf  in  the 
quarrel  between  them,  but  only  permitted  La  Tour,  in 

*  Some  of  the  magiftrates,  deputies  and  elders,  were  much  grieved 
at  this  proceeding.  A  remonftrance  to  the  governor  was  drawn  up 
and  figned  by  Mr.  Sakonftall,  Mr.  Bradftreer,  and  Air.  Symonds  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  Mr.  Nath.  Ward,  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Nathanael 
Rogers  and  John  Norton  of  the  elders ;  wherein  they  condemn  the 
proceeding,  as  impolitic  and  unjuft,  and  fet  forth  “  that  they  fhould 
expofc  their  trade  to  the  ravages  of  B’Aulney,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
colony  to  the  refcntment  of  the  French  King,  who  would  not  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  the  diftin&ion  of  permitting  and  commanding  force  to 
aftift  La  Tour;  that  they  had  no  fufficient  evidence  of  thejufticeof 
his  caufe,  and  in  caufa  dubid  helium  non  eft  fufdpiendum  ;  that  La  Tour 
was  a  papift  attended  by  priells,  friars,  Sec.  and  that  they  were  in  the 
cafe  of  Jehofhaphat  who  joined  with  Ahab  an  idolater,  which  adt  was 
exprefty  condemned  in  feripture.”  Manufcript  letters  and  original 
papers, 

■  his 
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his  diftrefs,  as  the  laws  of  chriftianity  and  humanity  re-  1644 
quired,  to  hire  fhips  and  men  for  his  money,  without  any 
commiffion  or  authority  derived  from  the  government  of 
the  colony.  D’Aulney  went  to  France,  and,  being  expec¬ 
ted  to  return  the  next  fummer  1644,  with  a  great  force. 

La  Tour  came  again  to  Bofton,  and  went  from  thence  to 
Mr.  Endicot,  who  was  then  governor  and  lived  at  Salem, 
and  who  appointed  a  meeting  of  magiftrates  and  minifters 
to  confider  his  requeft.  Mold:  of  the  magiftrates  were  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  as  a  diftrefled  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  in  point  of  prudence,  to  prevent  fo  dangerous 
an  enemy  as  D’Aulney  from  ftrengthening  himfelf  in  their 
neighbourhood;  but  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  a  letter 
ftiould  be  wrote  to  D’Aulney,  to  enquire  the  reafon  of  his 
having  granted  commiffions  to  take  their  people,  and  to 
demand  fatisfa&ion  for  the  wrong  he  had  done  to  them 
and  their  confederates,  in  taking  Penobfcot,  and  in  making 
prize  of  their  men  and  goods  at  the  I  fie  of  Sables ;  at  the 
fame  time  intimating,  that  altho’  thefe  people  who  went 
the  Jaft  year  with  La  Tour,  had  no  commiffion,  yet  if 
D’Aulney  could  make  it  appear  they  had  done  him  any 
wrong  (which  they  knew  nothing  of)  fatisfadtion  fhould 
be  made  *,  and  they  expedled  he  fhould  call  in  all  his  com- 
millions,  and  required  his  anfwer  by  the  bearer.  They 
likewife  acquainted  him,  that  their  merchants  had  entered 
into  a  trade  with  La  Tour,  which  they  were  refolved  to 
fupport  them  in.  La  Tour  being  able  to  obtain  nothing 
further,  returned  to  his  fort. 

Some  of  the  province  of  Maine  going  this  fummer 
(1644)  from  Saco  to  trade  with  La  Tour,  or  to  get  in  their 
debts,  put  in  at  Penobfcot  in  their  way,  and  were  detained 
prifoners  a  few  days;  but  for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Shurc  of 
Pemaquid,  one  of  the  company,  who  was  well  known  to 
D’Aulney,  they  were  releafed.  La  Tour  afterwards  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Mr.  Wannefton,  another  of  the  company,  to 
attempt,  with  about  twenty  of  La  Tour’s  men,  to  take 
Penobfcot,  for  they  heard  the  fort  was  weakly  manned  and 
in  want  of  vidluals.  They  went  firft  to  a  farm  houfe  of 
D’Aulney’s  about  fix  miles  from  the  fort.  They  burned 

1  4  th* 


>32  THE  HISTORY  OF 

4- 

1644  the  houfe  and  killed  the  cattle,  but  Wannefton  being 
killed  at  the  door,  the  reft  of  them  came  to  Bofton. 

In  September,  letters  were  received  from  D’Aulney, 
informing  that  his  mafter  the  King  of  France  underftand- 
ing  that  the  aid  allowed  to  La  Tour,  the  laft  year,  by 
1‘Ul  iViaftacnufets,  was  procured  by  means  of  acommiftion 
which  he  fhewed  from  the  Vice-Admiral  of  France,  had 
given  in  charge  that  they  fhould  not  be  molefted,  but 
good  correlpondence  fnould  be  kept  with  them  and  all 
the  Englilh  ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  fome  af¬ 
fairs,  he  intended  to  let  them  know  what  further  com- 
miflion  he  had,  &c.  Soon  after,  he  fent  a  commiftioner, 
fuppofed  to  be  a  friar,  but  dreffed  in  lay  habit,  with  ten 
men  to  attend  him,  with  credentials  and  a  commiffion  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  France,  and  copy  of  fome  late  pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  La  Tour,  who  was  profcribed  as  a  rebel 
and  traitor,  having  fled  out  of  France  againft  fpeciai  or¬ 
der.  .  The  governor  and  magiftrates  urged  much  a  re¬ 
conciliation  with  La  Tour,  but  to  no  purpofe.  La  Tour 
pretended  to  be  a  Huguenot,  or  at  leaft  to  think  favour¬ 
ably  of  that  religion,  and  this  gave  him  a  preference  in 
the  efleem  of  the  colony  to  D’Aulney  ;  but  as  D’Aulney 
feemed  to  be  eftablifhed  in  his  authority,  upon  propofals 
being  made  by  him  of  peace  and  fritndftiip,  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  were  concluded  upon,  viz. 

“  T he  agreement  between  John  Endicot,  Efq;  governor 
c;  of  New-England,  and  the  reft  cf  the  magiftrates 
“  there,  and  Monfieur  Marie  commiftioner  of  Mon- 
“  fieur  D’Aulney,  Ktst.  governor  and  lieut.  general 
“  for  his  Majefty  the  King  of  France  in  Acadie,  a 
“  province  of  New  France,  made  and  ratified  at 
“  Bofton  in  the  Maflachufets  aforefaid,  Odober  g, 
*644. 

“  THE  Governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates 
*'  do  promife  to  Mr.  Marie,  that  they,  and  all  the  reft 
“  of  the  Englifh  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Maftachu- 
“  fcts,  fhall  obferve  and  keep  firm  peace  with  Monfieur 
“  D’Aulney,  &c.  and  all  the  French  under  his  command 
in  Acadie.  And  likewife,  the  faid  M.  Marie  doth  pro- 

“  mife 
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«  mife  in  the  behalf  of  Monf.  D’Aulney,  that  he  and  1644 
«  aU  his  people  fhall  alfo  keep  firm  peace  with  the  go- 
46  vernor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid,  and  with  al!  the  in- 
«  habitants  of  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  Maffachufets  afore- 
cc  faid  .  and  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  men,  both  the 
French  and  Fnghlh,  to  trade  with  each  other,  10  that  if 
c 6  any  occafion  of  offence  fhouio  happen,  neither  part  fh«dl 
<c  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  other  in  any  hoftile  man- 
ner,  until  the  wrong  be  firff  declmeo  and  complained. 

“  of,  and  due  fatisfaftion  not  given.  Provided  aiways, 
the  governor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid  be  not  bound  to 
<c  reftrain  their  merchants  from  trading  with  their  {hips 
<c  with  any  perfons,  whether  trench  or  others,  whercfo- 
ever  they  dwell.  Provided  alfo,  that  the  lull  ratification 
“  and  conclufion  of  this  agreement  be  referred  to  the  next 
cc  meeting  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies 
of  New-England,  for  the  continuation  or  abrogation^ 
iC  and  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 

This  agreement  freed  the  people  from  the  rears  they 
were  under  of  ravages  upon  their  fmall  veflels  and  out 
plantations.  La  Tour  was  fuffered  to  hire  a  veflel  to  carry 
a  iupply  of  provifions  to  his  fort;  which  velTel  he  took 
under  his  convoy  and  returned  home*. 

Mr. 

*  The  agreement  made  with  D’Aulney  was  afterwards  ratifred  by 
the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  but  he  proved  a  very  tiouble- 
fome  neighbour  notwithfianding.  In  1649  he  made  prize  of  a  velTel, 
belonging  to  the  merchants  of  Boffon  going  to  La  Lour  with  provi¬ 
fions,  and  fent  the  men  home  (after  he  had  llripped  them  of  their 
cloaths  and  kept  them  ten  days  upon  an  illana)  in  a  fmall  old  boat, 
without  either  compafs  to  fleer  by  or  gun  to  defend  themfelves.  The 
governor  and  council  aifpatched  away  a  vefiel  with  letters  to  expollu- 
late  with  him  upon  this  adlion,  complaining  of  it  as  a  breach  of  the 
articles,  and  requiring  fatisfaclion  ;  but  he  wrote  back  in  very  high  and 
lofty  language,  and  threatned  them  with  the  effects  of  his  mailer’s  dif- 
pleafure.  They  replied  to  D’Aulney,  that  they  were  not  afraid  of  any 
thing  he  could  do  to  them  ;  and  as  for  his  mailer,  they  knew  he  was 
a  mighty  prince,  but  they  hoped  he  was  jull  as  well  as  mighty,  and^ 
that  he  would  not  fall  upon  ihem  without  hearing  their  caule,  and  if 
he  fhould  do  it,  they  had  a  God  in  whom  to  trull  when  all  other  help 
faded.  With  this  fhip  D’Aulney  made  an  attempt  the  fame  year  upon 

La  Tour’s  fort  while  he  was  abfent,  having  left  only  50  men  in  it; 

but 
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1644  Mr.  Endicot  was  this  vcar  f'rfL,,'i 

mri  W  a  1  y  [  ‘  °44J  chofen  governor, 

and  Mr.  Mmthrop  deputy  governor.  Mr.  Pynchon 

vvno,  living  very  remote  at  Springfield,  had  been  left  out 

of 

>«•„,  b, ..pifJfiJT! &£, 

lay  m  the  harbour.  fo  this  letter  D'Aulney  refuted  at  firlt  to  return 

coL2withirn  his  f  h  *°  fufr  *£*  mefl'e"Ser’  CaPf-  Alien,  to 

'  j.'  t  ,h  ,3.  fcn/>  but-  at  length,  wrote  in  a  high  drain  de 

revet!!?  ^When’the^"  b^T’1  wtlich  had  been  b“™t,  and  threading 
W!  r  ,  ?  j  the  c°mmiflioners  met  in  September,  they  agreed  to 
Send  Capt.  Bridges  to  him,  with  the  articles  of  peace  ratified  them 

ana  demanding  a  ratification  from  him  under  his  own  hand  'D'Au!* 

ron! ,en‘ertainf:d  nneir  ?eireil8er  with  c°u«efy  and  all  the  date  he 
thenf’u?  refufed  t0  %n  the  articles,  until  the  differences  between 
them  were  compofed;  and  wrote  back,  that  he  perceived  their  drift 
was  to  gam  time,  whereas  if  their  meffengers  had  "been  furniflied  with 

he  aoubted  not  ail  might  have  been  compofed,  for  he  Hood  more 
upon  his  honour  than  his  intereft,  and  he  would  lit  fill]  until  the 
fprmg  expedling  their  anfwer.  The  general  court,  upon  confident 
this  anlvver,  teiolved  to  fend  the  deputy  governor  Mr.  Dudley,  Ma^ 
jor  Lennon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn,  with  full  powers  to  treat  a^nd  de- 
term  in  e,  ana  wrote  to  D'Aulney,  acquainting  him  with  their  refo- 
1  ution,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  place  he  deiired,  viz.  Penob- 
oot  or  I  enragoet,  and  referred  the  time  to  him,  provided  it  Ihould  be 
lhe, n’omb  01  September.  This  was  oppofed  by  fome,  as  too  great 
I’  eonaefeenfion,  and  they  would  have  had  him  come  to  the  Ermlifh 
fettiement  at  Pemaquid  ;  but  his  commiffion  of  lieutenant-general  for 
the  king  of  France  was  thought  by  others  to  carry  fo  much  dignity 
vvttti  tr,  that  it  would  be  no  dilhonour  to  the  colony  to  p0  to  his °own 
home  ;  but  it  foetus  he  was  too  good  a  huiband  to  out  himfelf  to  the 
expence  of  entertaining  the  mefiengers,  and  wrote'in  anfwer  that  he 
perceived  tney  vvere  now  m  earneft  and  defired  peace,  as  he  did  alfo 
lor  Ins  part  anu  that  he  thought  himfelf  highly  honoured  by  their 
vote  to  lend  fo  many  of  their  principal  men  to  him ;  but  defired  he 
might  ipare  them  the  labour,  and  he  would  fend  two  or  three  of  his 
to  Boflon,  in  Auguft  following  (1646)  to  hear  and  determine,  &c„ 
On  toe  20th  of  September,  Meflrs.  Marie,  Lewis,  and  D’Aulney’s  fe- 
cretary,  arrived  at  Bolton  in  a  fmall  pinnace,  and  it  being  Lord’s  dav 
two  officers  were  fen t  to  receive  them  at  the  water  fide  and  to  con¬ 
duct  them  to  their  lodgings  without  any  noife,  and  after  the  public 
v/orfmp  w'as  over,  the  governor  lent  Major  Gibbons,  with  other 
gentlemen  and  a  guard  of  mu&eteers,  to  attend  them  to  his  houfe, 

where 
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of  the  number  of  affiftants,  was  again  reftored  f .  The  1644 
o-eneral  courc  fhewed  a  prudent  compliance  with  the 
powers  prevailing  in  England,  and  pafifed  the  following 
order. 

“  WHEREAS  the  civil  wars  and  diflentions  in  our  na¬ 
tive  country,  through  the  feditious  words  and  carriages  of 
many  evil  affedted  perfons,  caufe  divihons  in  many  places 


where  they  were  entertained.  The  next  morning  they  began  upon 
Jaufinefs,  and  every  day  dined  in  public,  and  were  conducted  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  to  and  from  the  place  of  treaty  with  great  ceremony. 
Great  injuries  were  alledged  on  both  (ides,  and  after  feveral  days 
fpent,  an  amnefty  was  agreed  upon.  One  Capt.  Cromwell  had  taken 
in  the  Weft  Indies  a  rich  ledan  made  for  the  Vice  Roy  of  Mexico, 
which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Winthrop  :  This  was  fent  as  a  prefent  to 
D’Aulney,  and  well  accepted  by  his  commifiioners,  the  treaty  renewed, 
and  all  matters  amicably  fettled.  In  the  mean  time,  D’Aulney  effec¬ 
tually  anfwered  his  main  purpofe,  for  by  his  high  language  he  kept 
the  colony  from  aftifting  La  Tour,  took  his  tort  from  him,  with  ten 
thoufand  pounds  iterling  in  furs  and  other  merchandife,  ordnance 
ftores,  plate,  jewels,  &c.  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  Malfachufets  mer¬ 
chants,  to  one  only  of  whom  (Major  Gibbons)  La  Tour  was  indebted 
2500/.  which  was  wholly  loft.  La  Tour  went  to  Newfoundland, 
where  he  hoped  to  be  aided  by  Sir  David  Kirk,  but  was  difappointea, 
and  came  from  thence  to  Bolton,  where  he  prevailed  upon  fome  mer¬ 
chants  to  fend  him  with  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  Iterling  in  goods 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  bay  of  Fundy.  He  difmified  the  Eng- 
lifh,  who  were  fent  in  the  vefifel,  and  never  thought  proper  to  return 
himfelf  or  render  any  account  of  his  confignments.  D’Aulney  died 
before  the  year  1652,  and  La  Tour  married  his  widow,  and  repof- 
fefifed  himfelf,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  his  former  eftate  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia  ;  and  in  i6gr,  a  daughter  of  D’Aulney  and  a  canoneis  at  St. 
Omers  dying,  made  her  brothers  and  fillers  La  Tours  her  general  le¬ 
gatees.  Under  them,  and  by  force  of  divers  confirmations  of  former 
grants  made  by  Lewis  the  14th,  between  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  and 
that  of  Utrecht,  D’Entremont  aforementioned  claimed  a  great  pare 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  of  the  country  of  Acadie.  Of 
part  of  tnofe  in  Nova  Scotia  he  was  pofifefled,  when  all  the  French 
inhabitants  were  removed  by  order  of  admiral  Bofcawen  and  general 
Lawrence. 

f  Feb.  26,  1644,  the  country’s  ammunition,  for  greater  fecurity, 
having  been  fent  to  Roxbury  to  be  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  the  furveyor- 
generai,  J.  johnfon,  the  houfe  took  fire  by  accident,  at  noon  day,  and 
was  foon  blown  up,  there  being  17  barrels  of  powder  in  it,  but  no 
other  damage  was  done.  Every  one  was  ready  to  make  their  obler- 
vations,  one  was  pretty  obvious,  viz.  that  there  had  not  been  due 
care  taken  to  pay  for  the  powder.  Hubbard* 
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1644  of  government  in  America,  fome  profeffing  themfelves 

Jor  the  King,  and  others  for  the  parliament,  not  con- 
iidering  that  the  parliament  themfelves  profefs  that  they 

or  parliament  againft  the  malignant 

papilts  and  delinquents  in  that  kingdom.  It  is  therefore 
ordered,  that  what  perfon  foever  fhail  by  word,  writing 
or  adion  endeavour  to  difturb  our  peace,  diredly  or  in- 
01  redly,  by  drawing  a  party  under  precence  that  he  is 
ior  the  King  of  England  and  fuch  as  join  with  him  agarnft 
the  parliament,  fhail  be  accounted  as  an  offender  of  a 
high  nature  again!!  this  commonwealth,  and  to  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  with,  either  capitally  or  otherwife,  according  to 
the  quality  and  degree  or  his  offence.  Provided  always, 
that  this  fhail  not  be  extended  againft  any  merchant 
itrangers  and  Ihipmen  that  come  hither  merely  for  mat¬ 
ter  of  trade  or  merchandize,  albeit  they  lhould  come  from 
any  of  thofe  parts  that  are  in  the  hands  of  the  King  and 
Rich  as  adhere  to  him  againft  the  parliament,  carrying 
themfelves  here  quietly  and  free  from  railing  or  nourifh- 

ing  any  fadion,  mutiny  or  fedition  amongft  us  as  afore- 
faid.” 

W.E  fhail  find  tne  authority  here,  acquiefcing  under 
every  change  of  government  in  England.  When  we  con- 
fider  the  dependance  of  a  colony  upon  its  mother  country, 
nothing  lefs  is  ordinarily  to  be  expeded  *. 

i  he  Indians,  this  year,  were  at  war  among  themfelves. 
Miantinomo,  the  great  fachem  of  Naraganfet,  not  being 
*iole  to  unite  them  all  againft  the  Englifh,  fhewed  his  re- 
fentinent  againft  Uncas,  lachem  of  the  Mohegins,  and  the 
two  petty  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  near  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  but  in  an  aflion  between  the  Naraganfets  and 
Mohegins,  Miantinomo  was,  unfortunately  for  him, 

taken  prifoner.  i  he  court  ordered  ten  men  to  ferve  as 
0  ' 

*  CaP*.  Daniel  Gookins,  who  came  to  New-England  from  Virginia, 
was  made  free  the  29th  of  the  3d  month  1644.  He  was  afterwards 
an  afliffont  and  major-general  of  the  colony,  a  zealous  a&ive  man,  but 
rigid  in  his  principles  in  church  and  ftate  beyond  moft  of  thofe  who 
came  frit  from  England.  I  find  a  perfon  of  his  name,  in  Purchafe, 
among  the  principal  perfons  in  Virginia, 


a  gar- 
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a  garrifon  in  the  country  of  the  two  petty  facherns,  and  1644 
a  ftrong  palifadoed  houfe  to  be  built  there. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies  interpofed 
between  the  Naraganfets  and  Mohegins,  and  by  meffen- 
gers  recommended  peace  to  both  ol  them ;  offering,  as 
mediators  and  umpires,  to  fettle  and  determine  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  Yoncho,  fachem  of  Munhanfet  on  Long-Illand, 
came  to  the  commiffioners  at  Hartford,  and  defired  that 
he  and  his  people  might  be  preferved  from  all  injuries, 
profeffing  himfelf  a  friend  both  to  the  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
having  been  a  tributary  to  the  former  ever  fince  the  Pe- 
quod  war,  and  he  and  his  people  were  received  into  pro¬ 
tection  Cutlhamach,  fachem  of  the  Maffachufets  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  having  fubjected  himfelt 
formerly  to  the  Engliffi  •,  Paffaconaway  and  his  ions,  from 
Merrimack,  now  came  voluntarily  and  defired  that  they 
alfo  might  be  received  upon  the  fame  articles.  The  In¬ 
dians  more  and  more  acquiring  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  the 
commiffioners,  this  year,  palled  an  aft,  that  no  perfon 
within  any  of  the  united  colonies  ffiouid  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  fell  any  kind  of  arms  or  ammunition  to  an  Indian, 
under  penalty  of  twenty  for  one;  nor  any  Imith  or  other 
perfon  mend  2ny  gun  or  other  weapon  for  an  Indian,  un¬ 
der  the  like  penalty  f.  There  was  a  propofal  likewife 
made,  among  the  commiffioners,  for  an  exclufive  trade 
with  the  Indians,  to  be  carried  on  by  a  company  to  con- 
fifi.  of  fubfcribers  from  the  feveral  governments ;  each  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  a  diftinft  committee  to  receive  fubfcrip- 
tions,  take  in  ftock,  &c.  the  whole  to  be  under  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  commiffioners.  This  propofal  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  ffveral  general  courts,  but  never  agreed 

*• 
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*  By  an  a£t  of  the  commiliioner:  this  year,  Southampton  upon  Long 
Ifland  was  annexed  to  the  jurffidiflion  of  Connecticut,  and  Martha’s 
Vineyard  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Maiiachufets. 

4  Some  of  the  people  of  Rhode  I  (land  applied  to  the  commiffioners 
this  year,  that  their  colony  might  be  united  to  fome  one  ot  the  other 
colonies.  The  commiffioners  approved  of  the  propofal,  provided  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants  ffiouid  join  in  the  application,  and  re¬ 
commended  to  Maffiadiuffits  or  Piimouth  in  fuch  cafe  to  receive  them. 

to. 
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644  to.  The  Maflachufets  was  more  confiderable  than  all 
the  other  colonies  together,  and  this  alone  was  enough 

to  have  prevented  them  from  approving  of  fuch  a  mo¬ 
tion  T.  u 

%  The  next  year,  1 645,  a  meeting  extraordinary  of  the 
commiffioners  was  held  at  Bolton ;  when  it  was  thought 
necefiary  to  fend  meflengers  to  the  fachems  of  Naraganfec 
and  Mohegin  to  require  their  appearance  at  Bofton,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  fufpend  the  wars  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions.^  It  feems  to  have  been  good  policy  not  to  have  in- 
terpofej  in  this  quarrel,  but  the  Englifh  were  afraid  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Naraganfets,  who,  although  they  had,  by 
an  accident,  loft  their  chief  fachem  yet  were  much  more 
numerous  than  the  Mohegins,  and  had  divers  other  ftout 
iachems,  Pefficus,  Canonicus,  and  others,  to  head  their 
armies;  and  as  the  Englifh  had  generally  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Mohegins,  it  was  feared  that  as  foon  as  they 
were  fubdued,  it  not  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  Nara- 
gameis  and  their  allies  would  fall  upon  the  plantations  ’of 
the  Englifh,  againft  whom  they  were  then  in  a  peculiar 
manner  enraged  for  the  death  of  Miantinomo  their  fa- 
chem ;  iOf  after  Eneas  had  taken  him  prifoner,  being 
st  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  him,  he  carried  him  to  Hart> 
ford  and  left  him  with  the  Englifh  there,  who  kept  him 
under  a  guard.  Uncas  applied  to  the  commiffioners  for 
advice.  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Miantinomo 
ought  to  be  put  to  death  for  having  procured  a  Pequod 
to  (boot  Eneas,  and  for  having  been  at  the  head  of  a 
conspiracy  againft  the  Englifh  ;  but  they  ordered  EJncas 
to  carry  him  out  ot  their  jurifdiftion,  and  to  flay  him 
without  that  torture  and  cruelty  ufually  pratftifed  by  the 
Indians  upon  their  prifoners.  This  fentence  was  executed 
accordingly,  fomeof  the  English  inhabitants  accompany¬ 
ing  the  Indians  to  fee  it  performed. 

At  hr  ft,  the  Naraganfets  gave  kind  words  to  the  mef- 
fengers  from  the  Englifh  governments,  but  they  foon 
changed  their  tone  and  determined  to  have  no  peace  with¬ 
out  Uncas’s  head.  Mr.  Williams,  from  Providence,  gave 
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notice  to  the  commiffioners,  that  the  Naraganfets  would  1645 
fuddenly  break  out  againft  the  Engiifti.  He  himfelf  had 
always  been  their  favourite,  and  they  had  fettled  a  neu¬ 
trality  with  the  people  of  his  colony.  The  commiffioners 
drew  up  a  declaration,  containing  the  foregoing  with 
other  faffs,  which  they  apprehended  fufficient  to  juftify 
them  in  making  war  againft  the  Naraganfets,  and  deter- 
*  mined  to  raife  300  men  *  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and 
that  40  fhould  be  difpatched  immediately  from  the  Mat 
fachufets  without  waiting  for  the  alTembling  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  court,  which  the  governor  confented  to.  The  two 
commiffioners  from  the  Maffachufets  f  fent  to  the  majors 
of  Suffolk  and  Middlefex  for  their  affiftance  in  railing 
the  40  men,  and  at  the  fame  time,  left  there  fhould  not 
be  a  voluntary  inliftment,  they  fent  warrants  to  the  con- 
{tables  of  the  fix  neareft  towns,  intimating  the  neceffity, 
and  requiring  them  to  imprefs  the  40  men  and  a  number 
of  horfes  to  be  ready  in  two  days,  which  was  done  ac¬ 
cordingly.  An  attempt  having  been  made  for  volunteers 
without  fuccefs,  the  third  day  the  whole  number  were 
impreffed  and  fent  away  under  Humphry  Atherton  their 
leader,  with  fame  horfes  and  two  of  the  Maffachufets  In¬ 
dians  for  their  guides,  to  wait  at  Mohegin  for  the  Con¬ 
necticut  and  New-Haven  forces.  The  general  court  of 
the  Maffachufets  met  before  the  forces  were  out  of  the 
jurifdiftion.  The  deputies  took  no  exception  to  the  im¬ 
prefs  of  men  upon  an  emergency,  although  they  had  no 
voice  in  it,  but  thought  it  neceffary  that  a  commiffioa 
from  the  whole  court  fhould  be  fent  after  the  men  ;  but 
the  magiftrates  refufed  their  content,  and  the  commif¬ 
fioners  oppofed  the  proceeding,  left  it  fhould  weaken  their 
authority  ir  any  forces  fhould  be  afterwards  fent  out  by 
them.  A  commiffion  was  likewife  given  to  Major  Gib¬ 
bons  to  be  general  of  the  forces  of  the  united  colonies  for 
this  expedition,  and  inftrudions  were  given  him,  and 
veftels  were  preparing  to  tranfport  provifions  and  other 
ueceffaries.  The  news  of  an  army  of  Engliffi  preparing 

Maflachufets  1 90,  Piimouth  40,  Connecticut  4.0,,  New-IIaven  30. 
f  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Pelham, 
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1 645  to  march,  Intimidated  the  Naraganfets,  and  brought  them 
to  fubmit  to  peace  upon  the  terms  propofed  to  them. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  Miantinomo,  the  Naraganfets 
had  lent  a  prefent  or  wampom  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  defiring 
to  keep  peace  with  the  Englifh,  and  to  revenge  their 
fachem’s  death  upon  Uncas  and  the  Mohegins.  '  Mr. 
Winthrop  refufed  to  receive  it  upon  thofe  terms,  but  the 
rneffengers  defired  they  might  leave  it,  until  they  had 
further  advifed  with  their  fachems,  which  was  allowed  to 
be  done.  The  commilfioners  being  informed  hereof, 
thought  it  proper,  by  mefTengers  of  their  own,  to  return 
the  wampom.  To  return  a  belt  received  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  is  looked  upon  by  them  as  the  highefl  evidence  of 
a  refufal  to  comply  with  the  propofals  made  at  fending 
It.  The  rneffengers  however  departed  from  their  inftruc- 
tions;  for  finding  the  Naraganfets  difpofed  to  fubmit, 
and  that  the  fachcm  and  others  were  coming  to  Bofton, 
they  brought  back  the  wampom,  and  wrote  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Connecticut  forces  and  to  the  commander 
or  the  men  fent  from  Maffachufets,  acquainting  them 
with  the  profped  of  peace,  &c.  This  aftion  offended 
the  commifficners,  who  did  not  intend  the  proceeding  of 
the  forces  fhould  be  retarded. 

Pessacus,  with  two  oilier  chief  men  of  the  Narasan- 
fets,  and  Awafequan  in  behalf  of  the  Nianticks,  Janemo 
the  fachem  being  fick,  within  a  few  days  after  came  to 
Bofton,  with  a  large  number  of  Indians  in  their  train. 
The  commifiloners  afiiired  them,  that  however  the  treaty 
fhould  end,  they  fhould  receive  no  injury,  but  fhould  flay 
and  return  in  fafety;  and  then  reminded  them  of  their 
former  treaty,  by  which  they  engaged  not  to  enter  into 
war  with  Uncas  or  any  other  Indians  without  firft  ac¬ 
quainting  the  Englifh  with  the  caufe  thereof;  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  they  had  this  fummer  feveral  times  invaded 
Uncas,  and  had  flam,  wounded  and  taken  prifbners  feveral 
of  his  people  and  done  him  much  damage,  and  forced  the 
Englifh  according  to  their  engagements  to  fend  forces  at 
diffident  times  to  defend  him  ;  that  when  they  were  fent 
to  by  the  Maffachufets,  and  had  fair  offer  made,  they 
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abufed  the  mefiengers,  threatned  the  colonies,  and  de-  164  r 
dared'  “  Jet  who  will  have  begun  the  war  we  will  conti- 
nue  it  until  we  have  Uncas  his  head.” 

The  fachems  at  firft  charged  Uncas  with  injuries,  that 
he  had  taken  a  ranfom  for  Miantinomo’s  life  and  then 
flew  him,  and  they  were  loth  to  acknowledge  any  breach 
of  covenant  with  the  Englifh.  They  offered  to  make 
peace  with  Uncas  for  a  year,  or  fome  fhort  time,  but  this 
not  being^  fatisfatftory,  they  defired  to  know  what  was 
expedited  fiom  them.  V/hereupon  the  com miixioners  told 
them,  that  their  breach  of  covenant  was  the  ca ufe  of  all 
the  expence  which  the  Englifh  had  been  at  in  preparing 
foi  war,  and  it  was  reafonable  that  they  fhould  reimburfe 

it;  but  the  commiflioners,  to  fhew  their  moderation,  de¬ 
manded  only  2000  fathoms  of  wampum  (which  wasafuni 
far  fhort  of  their  charges)  to  be  paid  at  different  periods, 
and  that  they  fhould  reftore  to  Uncas,  his  captives  and 
canoes,  and  make  fatisfadfion  fordeffroymg  his  corn*  &c. 
keep  perpetual  peace  with  the  Englifh  and  all  their  allies 
and  lubjedts,  and  give  hoftages  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  Thefe  were  hard  terms,  and  it  was 
with  great  reludtance  that  they  finally  fubmitted  to  them  ; 
but  they  knew  that  part  of  the  Englifh  forces  was  i?one 
mm  their  country,  and  they  were  afraid  that,  even 
whilft  the  treaty  was  depending,  hoftiiities  would  he  be¬ 
gun  and  finally,  the  30th  of  Auguft  1 645,  they  figned  . 
to  the  agreement  as  the  commifiioners  had  prepared  it, 
and  left  fome  of  their  number  *  hofiages  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  performance  of  it  +.  The  fmall  Engliffi  army, 
wn:ch  was  ready  to  march,  was  difbanded,  and  the  4th  of 

i  '  , . 

*  Peffacus’s  eh. id,  and  a  child  of  his  brother,  and  two  other  children, 
of  per  Ions,  of  note  i  hey  attempted  to  fublfitute  three  or  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  mean  eft  of  the  people,  bat  were  difeovered.  Rec.  tfr" 
t  l  hey  tried  every  way  to  avoid  complying  with  the  aereement 
fh°““  thcy  reP<>«ed  that  the  Mohawks  had  font  their  advice  to 

When  UrifvLn  P77  '7  7“  d  dlfcharSe  them  the  fine. 

ber  of  t  r  H  °’  7  h'd  3  fcHeme  f0r  carry*n2  off  a  num- 

ar  :j  hn  Chlldrennm  0rder  t0  re~eem  their  own,  bat  they  were 
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1645  September,  which  had  been  appointed  for  a  fail,  was 
now  ordered  to  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving  *. 

About  this  time  there  was  another  ftruggle  for  power 
between  the  affiftants  or  magiftrates,  and  the  deputies. 
The  latter  could  not  bear  their  votes  (hould  lofe  their  ef¬ 
fect 

*  Uncas,  the  fachem  of  the  Mohegins,  was  hated  and  envied  by 
the  Naraganfets  for  his  attachment  to  the  Englifh  and  the  diflingu idl¬ 
ing  favours  (hewn  him  in  return.  In  1638,  having  entertained  fome 
of  the  Pequods  after  the  war  with  them,  and  fearing  he  had  given  of¬ 
fence,  he  came  to  the  governor  at  Bofton  and  brought  a  prefent  which 
was  at  firft  refufed  ;  but  afterwards,  the  governor  being  iatisfied  that 
be  had  no  defigns  againft  the  Englifh,  it  was  accepted,  and  he  pro- 
xnifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  orders  as  he  fhould  receive  from  the  Englifh 
concerning  the  Pequods,  and  alfo  concerning  the  Naraganfets  and 
his  behaviour  towards  them,  and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  thefe 
words :  This  heart  (laying  his  hand  upon  his  bread)  is  not  mine 

but  your's.  Command  me  any  difficult  fervice  and  I  will  do  it  ;  I 
have  no  men  but  they  are  all  your?.  I  will  never  believe  any  Indian 
againft  the  Englifh  any  more.”  He  was  difmifled  with  a  prefent,  went 
home  joyful,  carrying  a  letter  of  protection  for  himfelf  and  men 
through  the  Englifh  plantations,  and  never  was  engaged  in  hoftilities 
againft  any  of  the  colonies,  although  he  furvived  Philip’s  war,  and 
died  a  very  old  man  after  the  year  1680. 

The  Naraganfets  failed  in  the  payment  of  the  wampum  ;  and  in 
1646,  meflengers  were  lent  to  them  from  the  commiffioners,  but  Pef- 
facus  their  chief  fachem  not  attending,  in  1647  the  meflage  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  he  then  pretended  ficknels  and  fent  Ninigrate,  a  fachem 
of  the  Nianticks,  to  aCl  in  his  behalf,  and  told  the  meffenger  that  it 
was  true  he  had  not  kept  his  covenant,  but  added,  that  he  entred  into 
5t  for  fear  of  the  army  which  he  faw,  and  that  he  was  told  that  if  he 
did  not  fet  his  hand  to  inch  and  fuch  things,  the  army  ffiould  go 
againft  the  Naraganfets.  When  Ninigrate  appeared,  he  alked  how 
the  Naraganfets  became  indebted  to  the  Englifh  in  fo  large  a  fum,  and 
being  told  that  it  vva?  for  the  expence  the  Naraganfets  had  put  them 
to  by  their  breach  of  covenant,  he  then  pleaded  poverty ;  but  the 
commiffioners  infilling  on  the  demand,  he  fent  fome  of  his  people 
back  to  procure  what  he  could,  but  brought  200  fathom  only.  They 
gave  him  leave  to  go  home  and  allowed  him  further  time.  The 
whole  was  not  paid  until  1650,  when  Capt.  Atherton,  with  twenty 
men,  was  fent  to  demand  the  arrears,  which  was  then  about  300  fa¬ 
thoms.  Peflacus  put  him  off  fome  time  with  dilatory  anfwers,  not 
.  fuffering  him  to  corne  into  his  prefence.  In  the  mean  while  his  people 
were  gathering  together,  but  the  Captain  carrying  his  twenty  loldiers 
to  the  door  of  the  wigwam,  entered  himfelf  with  his  piftol  in  his  hand, 

leaving  his  men  without,  and  k izing  Peflacus  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 

drew 


fed  by  the  non-concurrence  of  the  former  who  were  fo 
much  fewer  in  number ;  but  by  the  firmnefs  of  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  the  afliftants  maintained  their  right  at  this  time, 
and  (March  25,  1644)  the  deputies,  not  being  able  to 
prevail,  moved  that  the  two  houfes  might  fit  apart,  and 
from  that  time  votes  were  fent  in  a  parliamentary  way 
from  one  houfe  to  the  other,  and  the  confent  of  both  was 
neceffary  to  an  aft  of  the  court.  This  continued  a  (hort 
time,  without  any  further  provifion,  but  finally,  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  confented,  that  in  appeals  from  the  lower  courts 
and  all  judicial  proceedings,  if  the  two  houfes  differed,  the 
major  vote  of  the  whole  fnould  determine.  The  deputies 
alfo  looked  with  envy  upon  the  powers  exercifed  by  the 
magiftrates  in  the  recefs  of  the  general  court,  and  fent 
up  a  vote  or  bill  to  join  fome  of  their  number  with  the 
magtftrates,  who  fhould  receive  a  commiflion  from  the 
court,  but  this  was  refufed  as  an  innovation  upon  the 
charter.  1  he  houfe  then  defired  the  magiftrates  would 
fufpend  the  exercife  of  their  executive  power  until  the 
next  feflion.  They  anfwered,  that  they  muft  aft:  as  oc- 
cafion  required,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 
The  ipeaker  told  them  they  would  not  be  obeyed.  The 
court  broke  up  in  this  temper.  But,  difturbances  hap¬ 
pening  with  the  Indians,  it  was  called  together  again  in  a 
ftiort  time,  and  the  deputies  voted  that  (falvo  jure)  for 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  colony  the  governor  and  af¬ 
fiftants  fhould  take  order  for  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
in  all  fudden  cafes  which  may  happen  within  the  juris¬ 
diction,  until  the  next  feflion  of  the  court.  By  agreement, 

drew  him  from  the  midft  of  a  great  number  of  his  attendants,  threat- 
mng,  that  if  one  of  them  offered  to  ftir  he  would  difpatch  him.  Pef- 
facus  prefently  paid  down  what  was  demanded,  and  the  Englifli  re¬ 
turned  in  fafety.  Ninigrate,  after  this,  began  to  ftir  up  new -troubles 
from  the  Nianticks,  but,  upon  fending  Capt.  Davis  with  a  troop  of 
orie  into  the  Indian  country,  he  was  ftruck  with  a  panick  and  would 
not  oe  feen  by  the  Englilh,  until  he  had  afl'urance  of  his  life,  and  then 
ne  readily  complied  with  their  demands;  and  they  and  the  other  In- 
Jans  continued  quiet  many  years,  until  by  familiar  intercourfe  and  the 
1  e  of  fr  1  e-ai ms  tney  became  more  emboldened,  and  engaged  in  the  war 
^  Sr  which  :  flu  eel  in  their  total  deftruftion,  Records  oj united  colonies. 
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645  all  the  minifters  were  called  in  at  the  next  feffion,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the  point  in  difference. 
They  determined,  that  the  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  affiftants  were  inverted  with  the  magiliratical  power, 
(the  nature  and  extent  of  this  power  is  left  in  the  dark,)  and 
that  they  do  not  derive  it  from  the  people,  who  were 
only  to  defign  fuch  perfons  as  they  thought  fit  for  the 
exercife  of  thofe  powers.  Several  other  points  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  minifters  at  the  fame  time,  and  all  agreed 
to  by  both  houfes  with  forne  fmall  amendment  *. 

The  centroverfy  between  the  two  houfes  at  this  time, 
was  occafioned  by  a  difference  in  fehtiment  upon  the 
identity  of  a  fwine,  which  was  claimed  by  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  as  having  ftrayed  from  her  fome  years  before,  and 
her  title  being  difputed  by  a  perfon  of  more  confequence, 
divided,  not  the  court  only,  but  the  whole  country. 
The  identity  of  Martin  Guerre  was  not  more  controverted 
in  France.  Pity  and  compafiion  for  the  poor  woman 
prevailed  with  the  common  people  againft  right.  At  lart, 
thofe  magiftrates  who  had  been  in  favour  of  the  other 
fide,  for  the  magiftrates  were  divided  too,  Dudley  on 
one  fide  and  Bellingham  the  other,  perfuaded  the  perfon 
who  they  fuppofed  had  a  good  title,  and  who  had  reco¬ 
vered  below,  to  relinquilh  it,  that  the  public  peace  might 
be  reftored  . 

Mr.  Dudley  had  the  place  of  governor  for  1645,  an^ 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq  -5J 
who  arrived  not  long  before,  was  added  to  the  afliftants 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  I  fuppofe  died  this 
year.  Mr.  Pelham  being  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed  by 
his  family,  eftate,  and  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  was  alfo, 
this  firft  year  of  his  arrival,  chofen  commiflioner  for  the 
united  colonies,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  the  other. 


*  Mali’  Record'.  4  MS. 

%  Mr.  Pelham  was  of  the  fame  family  with  his  Gra,ce  the  Duke  of 

.■*»  f  T  T  •  1  I  f'  •  ^  T  1 


New'caftle.  He  tarried  but  a  few  years  in  New-England.  It  appears 
by  letters  from  England,  that  in  1650  he  lived  upon  his  eftate  in  the 
country  there.  Ele  was  intruded  by  the  colony  in  their  affairs  in  Eng¬ 
land,  relative  to  an  encouragement  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among 
ihe  Indians,  and  was  a  great  promoter  of  that  work. 


In- 
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In  i646vMr.  Winthrop  was  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  1646 
Dudley  deputy  governor ;  Mr.  Endicot  and  Mr.  Pelham 
commiffioners  *. 

A  GREAT  difturbance  was  caufed  in  the  colony,  this 
year,  by  a  number  of  perfons  of  figure,  but  of  different 
fentiments,  both  as  to  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  government, 
from  the  people  in  general.  William  Vaffal,  as  we  have 
obferved,  came  over  with  the  firft  patentees  and  was  one 
of  the  affiftants  in  1630,  but  foon  after  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  in  the  year  1635  came  back  to  New-England 
and  fettled  at  Scituate  in  the  co’ony  of  New-Plimouth. 

Pie  was  a  gentleman  of  a  pleafint  affable  difpoficion,  but 
always  oppofite  to  the  government  both  in  the  MalTa- 
chufets  and  Plimouth.  Scituate  in  Plimouth  is  conti¬ 
guous  to  Hingham  in  the  Maffachufets,  and  Mr.  Vaffal 
had  much  influence  in  the  latter  colony  as  well  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  petitions  of  fuch  as  were 
non  ffreemen  to  the  courts  of  both  colonies,  and  upon 
the  petitions  being  refufed,  to  apply  to  the  parliament, 
pretending  they  were  fubjefted  to  an  arbitrary  power, 
extrajudicial  proceedings,  &c.  The  two  firft  of  the 
Maffachufets  petitioners  were  Samuel  Maverick  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Child.  Mr.  Maverick,  being  in  the  colony  at  the 
arrival  of  the  charter,  was  made  a  freeman  before  the 
law  confining  freedom  to  fuch  only  as  were  members  of 
churches  was  in  force,  but,  being  an  epifcopalian,  had 
never  been  in  any  office.  Child  was  a  young  gentle¬ 
man,  juft  before  come  from  Padua,  where  he  ftudied 
phyfic,and  as  was  reputed,  had  taken  the  degree  ofdoftor. 

The  principal  things  complained  of  by  the  petitioners 
were, 

1  ft.  That  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were  not 
owned  by  the  colony  as  the  bafis  of  their  government 
according  to  patent. 

*  The  commiffioners  hitherto  had  been  chofen  by  the  affiembly,  hu% 
they  being  general  officers,  the  freemen  challenged  a  right  of  chufing 
them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  fome  of  the  deputies  had  forne  times 
been  chofen,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
other  governments  nor  to  the  freemen  themfelves* 

Kg  ad.  Thj; 
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646  2d.  The  denial  of  thofe  civil  privileges,  which  the  free¬ 

men  of  the  jurifdidtion  enjoyed,  to  fuch  as  were  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  and  did  not  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  de¬ 
viled  by  the  authority  here  *,  although  they  were  freeborn 
Englifhmen  ot  fober  lives  and  converfation,  &c. 

3d.  That  they  were  debarred  from  chriftian  privi¬ 
leges,  viz.  the  Lord’s  fupper  for  themfelves,  and  bap- 
tiirn  for  their  children,  unlefs  they  were  members  of  fome 
of  the  particular  churches  in  the  country,  though  other- 
wife  fober,  righteous  and  godly,  and  eminent  for  know¬ 
ledge,  not  fcandalous  in  life  and  converfation,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  in  England. 

And  they  prayed,  that  civil  liberty  and  freedom  might 
be  forthwith  granted  to  all  truly  Englifh,  and  that  all 
members  of  the  church  of  England  or  Scotland,  not 
fcandalous,  might  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the 
churches  of  New-England ;  or,  if  thefe  civil  and  religious 
liberties  were  refufed,  that  they  might  be  freed  from  the 
heavy  taxes  impofed  upon  them,  and  from  the  impreffes 
made  of  them  or  their  children  or  fervants  into  the  war ; 
and  if  they  failed  of  redrefs  there,  they  fhould  be  under 
a  neceffity  of  making  application  to  England  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  houles  of  parliament,  who  they  hoped  would 
take  their  lad  condition  into  confideration,  provide  able 
minifters  for  them,  New-England  having  none  fuch  to 
fpare,  or.elfe  tranfport  them  to  fome  other  place,  their 
effaces  being  wafted,  where  they  may  live  like  chriftians, 
&c.  But  if  their  prayer  fhould  be  granted,  they  hoped 
to  fee  the  then  contemned  ordinances  of  God  highly 
prized  ;  the  gofpei,  then  dark,  break  forth  as  the  fun  ; 
chriftian  charity,  then  frozen,  wax  warm  ;  jealoufy  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  government  banilhed ;  ftrife  and  contention  abated ; 
and  all  bufinefs  in  church  and  ftate,  which  for  many  years 
had  gone  backward,  fuccefsfully  thriving,  &c. 

The  court,  and  great  part  of  the  country,  were  much 
offended  at  this  petition.  A  declaration  was  drawn  up 

*  A  motion  was  made  in  the  court,  in  the  year  1 64^,  that  all  freemen 
fhould  be  required  to  take  the  national  covenant  in  conformity  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  England;  but  it  was  thought  convenient  to  refer  the  confider¬ 
ation  of  this  motion.  MS.  I  do  not  find  it  to  have  been  reaffumed. 

and 
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and  publilhed  by  order  of  court,  in  anfvver  to  the  petition,  1646 
and  in  vindication  of  the  government;  a  proceeding  which 
at  this  day  would  not  appear  for  the  honour  of  the  fupreme 
authority.  A  parallel  was  attempted  between  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England  and  thofe  of  the  colony,  which  in 
fome  parts  of  it  is  liable  to  exception.  The  petitioners 
were  required  to  attend  the  court.  They  uiged  their 
right  of  petitioning.  They  were  told,  they  were  not  ac- 
cified  of  petitioning  but  of  contemptuous  and  feditious  ex- 
preffions,  and  were  required  to  find  futeties  for  their  good 
behaviour,  &c.  A  charge  was  drawn  up  againft  them  in 
form;  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  intimated  to  them, 
that  if  they  would  ingenioufly  acknowledge  their  offence 
they  fhould  be  forgiven ;  but  they  refufed,  and  were  fined 
fome  in  larger,  fome  in  lefifer  fums,  two  or  three  of  the 
magiftrates  diffenting,  Mr.  Bellingham  *  in  particular  de- 
firing  his  diffent  might  be  entred.  The  petitioners  claimed 
an  appeal  to  the  commifiioners  for  plantations  in  England, 
but  it' was  not  allowed.  Some  of  them  refolved  to  go 
home  with  a  complaint.  Their  papers  were  feized,  and 
among  them  was  found  a  petition  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  &c.  commifiioners,  from  about 
five  and  twenty  non-freemen,  for  themfelves  and  many 
thoufands  more,  in  which  they  reprefent,  that  from  the 
pulpits  t  they  had  been  reproached  and  branded  with  the 
names  of  deftroyers  of  churches  and  commonwealths, 

called 

*  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  was  then  deputy  governor,  was  aftive  in  the 
profecution  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  party  in  favour  of  them  had  fo 
much  intereft  as  to  obtain  a  vote  to  require  him  to  anfvver  in  publick 
to  the  complaints  againft  him.  Doffor  Mather  fays,  he  was  moil  ir¬ 
regularly  called  forth  to  an  ignominious  hearing  before  a  vaft  afl'embly, 
to°which,  “  with  a  fagacious  humility”  he  confented,  although  he 
ftiewed  how  he  might  have  refufed  it.  The  refult  of  the  hearing  was 
that  he  was  honourably  acquitted,  &c. 

f  This  refers  to  a  fermon  preached  by  Mr.  Cotton  on  a  fall  day,  an 
extrafl  from  which  is  publilhed  in  the  Magnalia,  B.  III.  p.  29*  wherein 
he  denounces  the  judgments  of  God  upon  fuch  ot  his  hearers  as  were 
then  going  to  England  with  evil  intentions  againft  the  country,  which 
judgments  the  author  obferves  they  did  not  efcape.  One  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  hath  obferved  on  the  other  fide,  that  Mr.  V>  in  How's  horfe  died 
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-MalW-Hamans,  Judafa,  fons  of  Korah  &c  and 

•Orel n  ,„t reaped  ,o  confound  then,  end  d  “„eop  e  2 
S^i,red  uP/finft  thCm  by  thofe  "who  were  too 
fent ij  ' n  !  fr  f/' CalIingS’  fothac  chey  had  been 

fufino-  to  «'  L  °Ul  l  anf  jffle  of  them  committed  for  re- 

'  fent"nCe  ofthVrT  t  i  PHd$  b°nd  t0  ftand  t0  the 

wic^nce  Oj.  tne  court,  when  a  1  their  rrim^  .*/«*  •  • 

«...  i  5  1  v~li  Ul 1  U]cir  crime  was  a  netirinn 

fafto^&c’  "t'  thel Iud  been  publick]y  ufed  as  male¬ 
factors,  &c.  They  then  proceed  to  pray, 

t  of  -  Ff R  fett.led  churches  in  New-EngJand,  according 
to  tne  reformation  of  England.  ° 

Iff  I:AT  t5,eiaws..«f  EnSIand  may  be  eftabiifhed,  &c. 
3  .  hat  all  Englifh  freeholders  may  enjoy  luch  nri 

V,!T  Tniv as  in  E"s,llnd  “d  ‘he  Mh"  r’»ta"fo„sp 

4tn.  I  hat  a  general  governor,  or  fome  honourable 
commiffioners  may  be  appointed,  &c. 

5th.  That  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  taken  by  all 
an  ctner  covenants  which  the  parliament  /hall  think  moft 
convenient  and  add  their  prayer,  that  their  petition  for 
whicn  they  had  been  puni/hed,  may  he  confidered  and 
that  certain  queries  may  be  refolved,  as. 

Whether  the  patentof  the Maflachufets  wasconfirmed 
by  parliament,  and  whether  it  was  not  neceflary  it  fhould  be 

Whether  the  court  may  forfeit  their  charter,  &c.  * 

Whether  if  tieafon  be  uttered  in  the  pulpit  or  in  the 

court  and  not  qtiefboned,  the  court  do  not  confent  &c 

Whether  it  be  not  high  treafon,  as  well  in  New-En- 

i  .nd  as  in  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  funda 

menral  Saws  of  England,  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the 

Eng hlh  nation  to  fay  the  Malfachufets  is  a  free  (late  &c 

Whether  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  covenant  be 
not  binding  there.  '  dnc  De 

Wkethei  all  Englilli  inhabitants,  having  lands,  are 
not  freemen.  -  5 


in  his  journey  to  Bolton,'  In  order  to  take  paffage  to  London  &c  Ft 
inay  be  of  ferv.ee  to  the  world  to  record  fignal  inlfan^es  of  d 'virf 
judgments  upon  heinous  o, renders  againft  religion  and  morality  When 

P.,r.y  fpirit  or  b.gotry  prevails,  common  accidents  are  often  conftrued 
extraordinary  mterpofuions  of  Providence.  ’  1£rued 

1  - 
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Whether  the  court  hath  power  to  confine  in  prifon,  1646 
banifh,  impofe  cenfures,  imprefs  perfons  and  goods  for 
an  offenfive  war,  &c. 

Whether  the  miniflers  may  pubiickly  vilify  the 
Englifh  nation,  laws,  &c.  and  not  be  queftioned. 

Whether  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  hindered  from 
fettling  in  a  church  way,  according  to  the  churches  in 
England,  &c. 

Mr.  Window*,  who  had  been  chofen  agent  for  the; 
colony  to  anfwer  to  Gorton’s  complaint,  was  now  inftruCted 
to  make  defence  againft  thefe  petitioners ;  and  by  his  pru¬ 
dent  management,  and  the  credit  and  efteem  he  was  in 
with  many  of  the  members  of  parliament  and  principal 
perfons  then  in  power,  he  prevented  any  prejudice  to  the 
colony  from  either  of  thefe  applications. 

In  1647  and  1648,  the  fame  governor  and  deputy  go-  1647 
vernor  were  continued,  and  the  firft  of  thefe  years  Ro-  1648 
bert  Bridgesf  was  added  to  the  afliftants.  The  number 
of  males,  in  each  of  the  four  colonies,  being  carried  in  to 
the  commiflioners  in  theyear  1 647,  in  order  to  proportion 
the  fum  of  1043 1.  10s.  id.  expended  for  the  general  fer- 
vice,  it  appeared  that  the  Maflachufets  part  or  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  fum  was  670  1.  3  s.  .pd.  Plimouth’s  128 1. 

13  s.  4d.  Connefficuc’s  140 1.  2  s.  3  d.  and  New-Ha- 
ven’s  104I.  1 1  s.  J. 

Mr.  Coddington  and  Mr.  Partridge,  in  behalf  of  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode  ifland,  prefented  a  requeft  tothecommif- 
fioner  s  at  Phmouth  in  the  year  1648,  to  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  with  the  other  united  colonies  of  New- 
England.  The  commiflioners  returned  an  anfwer  as 
rollows.  11  In  as  much  as  your  prelent  ftate  and  con- 
“  dition  is  full  of  confufion  and  danger,  havino-  much 
1  difturbance among  yourfelves,  and  no  fecurity  from  the 
“  Indians,  the  commiflioners  defire  therefore  in  feveral 


,  r.  ¥r-  Mr.  v^e;d  were  difmiiTed  from  the  agency  and 

de  i  a  h°me’  bul  b°th  of  them  chofeto  remain  in  England. 

T  I  find  of  Bridges  is,  “  that  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lyn,  a 
inagiicrate  of  able  parts,  and  forward  to  improve  them  for  the  glory  of 
Uod  and  the  good  of  his  people,”  John/w* 

$  Rec.  unit,  coL 
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«  ruluf  l  ad  vice  and  help  ;  but  upon  pc- 

et  Sev2n?Rr?e"nPTtgrantcd  t0  New-PJimou?h, 
“  ^  diRn°  enlflan  •’  l^0n  Which  y°ur  Plantations 

«  rh  S  Cd’  n  ^  Wlthm  their  line  and  bounds,  which 
«  k  coTmUtee  of  Parl^ment  do  not  think 

tc  vl  t0  ^raiten  °r  infringe,  nor  may  we.  If  therefore 
)  ourfei ves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  mod  confiderable 
part  or  tnem,  upon  a  due  confideration  of  Piimouth 

«  Patr^nd  right’ knowledge  yourfelves  within  that 
junfdnftion,  we  (hall  confiderand  advife  how  you  may 

C(  be  accePted  uP°n  Juft  terms*  and  with  tender  refpefts 
to  your  convenience,  and  Ihall  after  afford  you  the  fame 

ad  vice,  protection  and  help  which  other  plantations  with- 

in  the  united  colonies  en,oy,  which  we  hope  in  fundry 
refpects  may  tend  to  your  comfort  and  fafety  f .” 

.  ,HE  inftance,  I  find,  of  any  perfon  executed  for 
witchcraft  was  in  June  1648.  Margaret  Jones  of  Charles¬ 
town  was  indiCted  for  a  witch,  found  guilty  and  executed. 
S.he  charged  with  having  fuch  a  malignant  touch, 
tijat  lr  ihe  laid  her  hands  upon  man,  woman  or  child  in  an- 
ger,  they  werefeized  prelently  with  deafnefs,  vomiting  or 
other  ficknefs  or  fome  violent  pains.  The  hufband  of  the 
woman,  after  ihe  was  executed,  had  taken  his  paffage  in  a 
Imp,  which  lay  in  Charles  river  bound  to  Barbados,  well 
ballalted,  but  with  80  horfes  aboard,  and  beiri"  obferved 
to  row!  on  a  fudden,  as  if  Ihe  would  have  overiet,  an  offi- 

*  Piimouth  would  have  been  Toon  fwallowed  up  in  Rhode  ifland, 
from  the  great  luperiority  of  the  latter.  Befides,  the  principles  of  the 

people  of  the  two  colonies  were  fo  different,  that  a  junction  mult  have 
rendered  both  miferable. 

T  An  epidemical  ficknefs  paffed  through  the  continent  in  the  year 
* 647. .  Englifh,  French,  Dutch  and  Indians  were  feized  with  it.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  a  cold  accompanied  with  a  light  fever.  Such  as  bled  or  uied 
codling  drinks  generally  died;  thofe  who  u fed  cordials  and  ftrength- 
emng  things  generally  recovered.  It  extended  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

In  Barbados  and  St.  Chriilophers  each,  five  or  fix  thoufand  died. 

It  was  accompanied  there  with  a  great  drought,  which  caufed  an  ex- 
treme  fcarcity  of  all  kinds,  and  occafioned  a  demand  for  New-Eng- 
Jand  produce  greater  than  had  ever  been  known  before.  Hubbard. 

A  general  diforder  of  this  kind  has,  at  feveral  different  periods  fince* 
prevailed  and  paffed  through  the  continent,  and  in  fome  inftances 
about  the  fame  time  it  has  extended  as  far  as  Europe. 

9  cer 


M  ASS  ACHUSETS-B  A  Y.  i5i 

cer  was  fenc  with  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  man,  and  1648 
after  he  was  com  mi  tted  to  pi  ifon  the  fhip  ceafed  her  rowling, 
which  it  is  faid  was  never  renewed  afterwards  Such 
was  the  credulity  and  infatuation  of  that  day.  Happy 
would  it  have  been,  if  this  had  been  the  only  inftance  of  it. 

Shall  we  wonder  at  the  New-England  magiftrates,  when 
we  find  fuch  characters  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale,  &c. 
foon  after  chargeable  with  as  great  delufion  ? 

In  the  beginning  of  1649*  (March)  died  Mr.  Win-  1649 
throp,  the  father  of  the  country,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

His  death  caufed  a  general  grief  through  the  colony.  He 
fpent  his  eftate  and  his  bodily  ftrength  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  although  he  was  remarkable  for  his  temperance,  fru¬ 
gality  and  oeconomy.  His  virtues  were  many,  his  errors 
few,  and  yet  he  could  norefcape  calumny  and  detraction, 
which  would  fometimes  make  too  great  an  impreffion  upon 
him.  He  was  of  a  more  catholic  fpirit  than  fome  of  his 
brethren,  before  he  left  England,  but  afterwards  he  grew 
more  contracted,  and  was  difpofed  to  lay  too  great  ftrefs 
upon  indifferent  matters.  He  firft  propofed  leaving  off 
the  cuftom  of  drinking  one  to  another,  and  then  procured 
a  law  to  prohibit  it.  He  purfued,  with  great  vehemence, 

Mr.  Vane’s  adherents.  He  might  have  fome  political 
views  mixed  with  this  inftance  of  his  zeal.  Some  writers 
fay,  that  upon  his  death-bed,  when  Mr.  Dudly  prefled  him 
to  fign  an  order  of  baniflhment  of  an  heterodox  perfon,  he 
refufed,  faying,  he  had  done  too  much  of  that  work 
already.’5  Mr.  Endicot  fucceeded  him  in  the  placeof  gover¬ 
nor,  and  Mr.  Dudley  took  the  place  of  deputy  governor. 

1  fancy  that  about  this  time  the  fcrupulofityof  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  was  at  the  height.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Winthrop’s  death,  Mr.  Endicot,  the  moft  rigid  of  any  of  the 
magiftrates,  being  governor,  he  joined  with  the  other 
affittants  in  an  affociation  againft  long  hairf . 

In 

/  / 

X  Hubbard, 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  died  the  25th  of 
Auguh  1649.  He  was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge. 

X  “  Forafmuch  as  the  wearing  of  long-hair,  after  the  manner  of 
Ruffians  and  barbarous  Indians,  has  begun  to  invade  New-England, 

contrary 
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1649  In  every  age,  indifferent  things  have  been  condemned 
as  in  ul,  and  placed  among  the  greatefi:  immoralities.  The 
text  againft  long  hair,  in  Corinthians,  as  contrary  to  the 
cuftorn  intheapoftle’s  day,  induced  our  anceftors  to  think 
it  criminal  in  all  ages  and  all  nations,  and  to  look  upon  it 
as  one  of  the  barBarifmsof  the  Indians.  I  have  wondered 
that  the  text  in  Leviticus,  cc  Ye  fhall  not  round  the  cor- 
Jncrs  of  your  heads,55  was  never  brought  againft  fhort  hair. 
The  rule  in  New-England  was,  that  none  fhould  wear  their 
hair  below  their  ears.  In  a  clergyman  it  was  faid  to  be  the 
gi eater  oflence ;  tney  were  in  an  efpecial  manner  required 
to  go  patentiaus  auribus .  A  few  years  before,  tobacco 
.  fas  Prohibited  under  a  penalty,  and  the  fmoak  of  it.  in 
fome  manufcripts  is  compared  to  the  fmoak  of  the  bot- 
tomlefs  pit.  Some  of  the  clergy  fell  into  the  pradtice  of 
fmoaking,  and  tobacco  by  an  adl  of  government  “was  fet 
at  liberty.  5  In  England,  perriwigs  came  into  ufe  foon  after 
the  reftoration.  In  New-England,  they  were  an  eye-fore 
foi  thirty  years  after,  and  did  not  generally  obtain  until 
about  the  time  of  the  revolution;  and,  even  then,  the  ex- 

contrary  to  the  rule  of  God’s  word,  which  fays  it  is  a  fhame  for  a  man 
to  wear  long  hair,  as  ado  the  commendable  cuftom  generally  of  all  the 
gooly  of  our  nation,  until  within  this  few  years. 

We  the  magiftrates  who  have  fubfcribed  this  paper  (for  the  (hewing 
of  our  own  innocency  in  this  behalf)  do  declare  and  manifeft  our  dif- 
like  and  detection  againft  the  wearing  of  fuch  long  hair,  as  againft  a 
thing  uncivil  and  unmanly,  whereby  men  doe  deforme  themfelves,  and 
offend  fober  and  modef!  men,  and  doe  corruptgood  manners.  We  doe 
therefore  earneftiy  entreat  all  the  elders  of  this  jurifditfion  (as  often  as 
they  fhall  fee  caufe  to  manifeft  their  zeal  againft  it  in  their  publike  ad. 
nnmflrations,  and  to  taire  care  that  the  members  of  their  refpedtive 
churcnes  be  not  denied  therewith ;  that  io,  fuch  as  (hail  prove  obftinate 
ana  will  not  reforme  themfelves,  may  have  God  and  man  to  vvitnefs 
againft  them.  The  third  month  10th  day  1619. 

Jo.  Endicott,  governor 
Tho.  Dudley,  dep.  gov. 
Rich.  Bellingham 
Richard  Saitonftall 
Increafe  Nowell 
William  Hibbins 
Thomas  Flint 
/  Rob.  Bridges 

( Harvard  College  Records*)  Simon  Bradftreet.” 
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ample  and  authority  of  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Alfop,  1649 
Mr  Mede  and  other  non-conforming  mini  (lets  in  Eng¬ 
land,  befides  Spanhemius  and  other  foreign  proteftant 
divines,  who  wore  wigs,  were  neceffary  to  remove  all 
fcruples  concerning  them.  Beards  were  left  off  early  in 
New-England,  and  about  the  fame  time  they  were  m 
Old.  Leveret  is  the  firft  governor  who  is  painted,  with¬ 
out  a  beard.  He  laid  it  afide  in  Cromwell  s  court. 

A  dispute  between  the  colonies  of  the  Maffachufets  and 
Connecticut/  which  began  feveral  years  before,  was  this 
year  brought  to  an  end.  A  dutyf’  had  been  laid  by 
Connecticut,  upon  all  goods  which  were  carried  out  of 
the  river,  for  the  maintaining  Say  brook  rort  at  the  mouth 
of  it.  The  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  being  within  the 
Maffachufets  province,  refufed  to  lubmit  to  the  payment 
of  this  duty.  Conne&icut,  in  1646,  laid  the  cafe  before 
the  commifiioners  of  the  united  colonies,  or  ratnei  thole 
of  Plimouth  and  New-Haven,  the  other  two  being  par¬ 
ties,  the  consideration  whereof  was  referred  to  the  next 
meeting  in  1647,  when  the  Maffachufets  urged,  Pliat 
Connecticut  had  no  authority  to  lay  atjx  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  another  colony  that  the  fort  was  of  no  ufe  to 
them-,  that  a  demand  of  this  tax  had  hundred  the  union 
for  feveral  years-,  that  the  Maffachufets  firft  took  poffcl- 
fion  of  the  river  and  planted  there,  and  had  been  at  great 
expence,  nexer  expecting  this  tax*,  that  the  Maffachufets 
people  had  as  good  right  to  lay  the  fame  tax  for  all  goods 
imported  from  Connedticut,  to  maintain  the  iort  at  Lof¬ 
ton.”  The  Connecticut  commifiioners  urged  “  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  many  places  in  Europe,  that  the  tort  was  a  fecu- 
rity  to  the  whole  river,  and  that  the  reafon  of  this  cafe 
was  the  fame,  as  if  Connecticut  fhould  be  at  any  expence 
to  make  the  river  more  navigable,  Springfield  furely  would 
not  in  that  cafe  refufe  to  pay  any  part  of  the  charge.” 

The  Maffachufets  denied,  “  that  the  fort  was  a  fecurity 
againft  any  veffel  of  force,  and  admitted  that  any  expence, 
which  might  make  the  river  more  ufeful  to  Springfield, 
ought  in  proportion  to  be  borne  by  the  inhabitants  thereof.” 

j  2d,  per  bufhel  on  corn,  and  10  s.  per  cwt.  on  beaver. 
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6+g  The  commiftioners  of  Plimouth  and  New-Haven  deter¬ 
mined,  that  the  tiv  (hnnia  k,  j  -7  ,  “  en  aeter- 

but  thev  1  1  ,  d  be  Pasd  untl1  tlle  next  meeting, 

'  M  ff  chuFK  Z hCar  rny  further  ob^ions  ^om  the 

aSainft  IC-  In  1648,  among  other  things 

f  Mafiachufents  in  lifted  upon  Connecticut's  producing 
h«X  lin'/l  r  Ih'i  auth°ri'y-  ConneaLl  urged 

that  the  line  had  never  been  run  by  perfons  in  behalf  of 
the  two  governments,  to  afcertain  whether  Springfield 
was  within  the  Maflachufets  jurifdiCtion  or  not.  =The 

ninTrllfllrnerS’  thlS  meetinS’  recommended  the  run- 

tax  8ft^  3  °rdeiId  thac’  in  th~  mean  time,  the 

that  Mr  P  I™"-  TlC  Maffacbnfets  reprefented, 
e  Fenwick  was  to  have  joined  with  them  in  run- 

n  ng  the  line  but  failed  them,  and  thereupon  it  was  run 

at  cheirownCharge ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  Wero- 

noke  (Weftfield)  was  within  their  patent,  and  had  been 

fo  adjudged  by  the  commiftioners ;  notwithftanding  this, 

tney  were  ready  to  join  with  their  brethren  of  Connecticut 

in  another  furvey  it  they  would  be  at  the  charge,  as  the 

Maflachufets  had  been  before,  and  would  alfo  produce  their 

patent,  as  the  Maflachufets  had  produced  their  patent 

Connecticut  commiftioners  denied  that  Mr.  Fenwick 

had  prom  1  fed  to  join  in  running  the  line,  having  only  in 

general  terms  promiied  to  endeavour  to  clear  Springfield 
mom  being  within  the  Maflachufets  patent;  and  alleged 
that  the  running  the  line  referred  to,  was  a  year  before 
this  promife,  and  therefore  propofed,  that  the  foutherlv 
extent  of  the  Maflachufets  patent  fhould  be  firft  agreed 
upon  and  fettled,  and  then  at  a  mutual  charge  the  line  be 
run  by  fome  fkilful  man  chofen  by  each  colony,  &c.  that 
as  for  their  patent,  the  Maflachufets  knew  the  original 
could  not  then  be  obtained,  but  they  were  ready  to  pro- 
duce  an  authentic  copy,  &c.  '  * 

r/t^P°N  tbe  Maflachufets  commiftioners,  to  the 
diihonour  of  the  colony,  produced  a  law  of  their  general 
court,  impofing  a  cuftom  or  duty  upon  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  of  the  tenor  following: 

“  Whereas  the  commiftioners  for  the  united  colonies 

have  thought  it  but  juft  and  equal,  that  Springfield  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  jurididion  fhould  pay  cuftom  or  contribution 


to  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  Seabrooke  fort,  being  1649 
of  no  force  againft  an  enemy  of  any  ftrength  (before  it 
was  burnt  *)  in  the  commiffioners  own  judgment  expreffed 
in  their  own  order;  which  determination  they  have  alfo 
continued  by  an  order  at  their  laft  meeting  at  Plimouth 
(though  the  faid  fort  was  then  demoliftied  by  fire  and  the 
paffage  not  fecured)  contrary  to  a  claufe  provided  on 
Springfield  behalf.  And  forafmuch  as  this  jurifdidion 
hath  expended  many  thoufand  pounds  in  erecting  and 
maintaining  feveral  forts,  which  others  as  well  as  ourfelves 
have  received  the  benefit  of,  and  hath  at  prefent  one 
principal  fort  or  caftle,  of  good  force  againft  an  enemy  of 
confiderable  ftrength  and  well  garrifoned  and  otherwife  .^ 
furnifhed  with  fufficient  ammunition,  befides  feveral  other 
forts  and  batteries  whereby  veffels  and  goods  of  all  forts 
are  fecured  :  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  court  and  the 
authority  thereof,  that  all  goods,  belonging  or  any  way 
appertaining  to  any  inhabitants  of  the  jurifdidion  of 
Plimouth,  Connedicut  or  New-PIaven,  that  fhall  be 
imported  within  the  caftle,  or  exported  from  any  part  of 
the  bay,  (hall  pay  fuch  cuftom  as  hereafter  is  expreffed* 
viz.  all  fkins  of  beaver,  otter,  moofe,  &c.  two  pence 
per  fkin,  and  all  goods  packed  in  hogfheads  or  otherwife 
ten  {hillings  a  ton,  corn  and  meal  two  pence  a  bufhel,  bif- 
cuit  fix  pence  per  hundred,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,”  &c.  ft* 

Had  the  Maffachufets  laid  a  duty  on  goods  from  Con¬ 
nedicut  only,  they  might  have  had  at  leaft  a  colour,  per¬ 
haps  more  than  a  colour,  to  juftify  them  *,  but  to  extend 
their  refentment  to  the  other  two  colonies  for  giving 
judgment  againft  them,  no  excufe  can  be  framed  for  it. 

It  was  a  mere  exertion  of  power,  and  a  proof  of  their 
great  fuperiority,  which  enabled  them,  in  effed,  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  union  or  combination  whenfoever  they 
found  it  for  their  intereft;  and  if  done  by  a  fingle  ma- 

*  In  the  midft  of  winter  1647,  the  fort  took  fire,  no  body  knew  by 
what  means,  and  all  the  buildings  and  goods  were ^leltroyed,  the  da¬ 
mage  being  a  thoafand  pounds  or  more.  Capt.  Mafon,  the  com¬ 
mander,  with  his  wife  and  child,  narrowly  efcaping  with  their  lives. 
Hubbard* 

ft  Records  of  united  colonies. 
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•■49^m":WBlItdi„haJ|!^en  prr°“"C'd  V™*?!  and  op, 

munities  of  men  fnrl^J  3jd  countries,  by  bodies  or  com- 
the  individuals  *fsrha^e  been  done,  as  moft  of 

aabg  feparateiy,  wouId^la^ra^dH 

attorn  t°Zt 

a'dva’ p211  a  b[eacb  at  this  time  would  have  mven  oreac 
rg  PH  6  eneKmi”  of ; New-England  ;  the  commif- 

r  • 

they  were  in  hnrv>e  „  j-  P  lcnor»  Viz-  I  hat 
mourh  th'  ^  5  according  to  the  advice  given  at  P]i- 

”mtsaat,h;,IaoaCl,UT  had  imP»«  »  bX'SS 

in»=r£: = 2sa- 

Tnd  «  r"  rvri  din®  '»  »  article  of  .he 
•  co„fiderc.‘[]rh',<,llCl1  °f  lhe  M«liachufas  had  impartially 

nion  Aerci  T  7  T*™*'  ™d  theiropi! 

rr:  °f  Maifichoft^ss; » 

love  and  the  ,  "  fuch  Proceedings  agree  with  the  law  of 

clZt  l  °r,  and  ,mPorc  of  the  articles  of  confe- 
aeration  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  defire  to  be  fnared  in  nil 

former  agitations  concerning  Springfield  f  "  ‘  " 

carafe  I'*  tlme  in  E"S“.  ««  flatter 
»r|  ‘  .  *  ,t>'Kr  t0  many  people  in  the  colonies 

1  Is  r!°  doubt  tbat  they  concurred  in  fentimenr  in 

pomtofre.igmn,  with  the  prevailing  party 'in  England -’but 
I  find  fcarce  any  marks  of  approbation  of  the  tragical  fcene 

f  Records  of  united  colonies. 

'  garriK^  flighted  and  the 

ctrning  it.  The  Maffachufets  law  was  fulpended  in  16^0°^  C™' 
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of  which  this  year  they  received  intelligence.  Mr.  Eaton,  1649 
the  worthy  governor  of  New-Haven,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Winthrop  in  1648,  writes  thus,  “  I  thank  you  for  your 
love  and  pains  in  that  fad  but  weighty  relation  you  have 
made  concerning  the  ftate  of  England.  The  ten  con- 
fiderations  you  mention,  are  very  obfervable,  and  call 
for  our  companion  and  prayers  for  them  that  feem  not 
enough  fenfible  of  their  own  danger.5’  From  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Mr.  Harrifon,  paftor  of  a  congregational  church  *, 
writes,  cc  that  by  their  later  letters  they  conceive  the 
whole  heavens  are  overfhadowed,  the  Scots  hang  like 
a  black  cloud  (45000  in  number)  upon  the  borders, 

<c  the  King  fled  from  the  army  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  the 
agitators  turned  levellers,  intending  to  bring  in  a  kind 
of  parity  among  all  conditions,  none  to  have  above 
300,  none  under  10  1.  per  annum,  &c.5’ 

A  controverly  which  had  long  fubfifled,  between  the  1650 
colony  of  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados, 
was  fettled  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies  in 
1650.  The  Dutch,  who  had  built  a  fmall  trading  houfe 
at  Hudfon’s  river,  foon  after  the  Englifh  began  the  fettle- 
ment  of  New-Plimouth,  courted  a  correfpondence  and 
friendfhip  with  them*,  and,  as  a  writer  of  that  day  ob~ 
ferves,  cc  gave  them  a  mefs  of  pottage  for  their  birth- 
€C  right,55  which  they  had  craftily  before  deprived  them 
off.  They  undoubtedly  had  a  defign  to  have  pofiefled 
themfelves  of  Connecticut  river,  and  to  have  prevented 
the  Englifh  from  obtaining  any  footing  there.  Thofe  of 
New-Plimouth  had  pitched  upon  a  place  for  a  houfe  in 
1632  J,  when  it  was  vacant,  and  in  1633,  erected  it, 

*  This  was  a  church,  founded  by  minitters  fent  from  Mattachufets. 

Mr.  Harrifon  came  the  latter  end  of  1648  to  Bottom  He,  and  Mr. 

Durand  the  elder,  were  both  required  to  depart  the  country,  by  Sir 
William  Berkley,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  who  was  a  perfecutor  of 
this  fmall  church,  confiding  of  11S  perfons  only.  Harrifon  went  to 
England,  and  was  made  a  doctor.  The  church  is  fuppofed  to  hatfe 
been  dittolved  or  fcattered,  as  there  never  was  any  further  account  of 
it.  Hubbard.  4  Idem. 

t  W  inflow's  manufeript  letter  to  governor  Winthrop,  Sept. 

16*3. 
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o  although  they  were  threatned  by  a  party  of  Dutch  whom 
tliey  then  found  there.  Thofe  from  the  Maffachufets, 
in  the  years  1635  an^  1636,  made  their  principal  fettle- 
nien!  upon  that  part  of  the  river  where  the  Dutch  had 
their  houfe*,  and  for  many  years  made  no  attempts  to 
remove  them,  allowing  them  free  liberty  of  trade  with 
Englifh  and  Indians.  The  Dutch  alfo  admitted  any  Eno-- 
Jifli  to  fettle  among  them  at  the  Manhadoesf.  When 
Mr.  Eaton  and  his  company  fat  down  at  New-Haven,  the 
Dutch,  from  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
were  alarmed,  and  charged  them  with  encroachments, 
although  they  themfelves  had  no  pretence  to  any  certain 
boundary,  and  would  fometimes  challenge  the  country 
from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Connecticut  river,  and  at  other 
times  as  far  as  Cape  Cod.  The  EngliT,  regardlefs  of 
this  claim ,  went  on  extending  their  fettlements  to  Milford, 
Stamford,  and  other  p'aces,  until  they  were  within  a  few 
miles  of  El ud Ion’s  river.  Whether  the  Dutch- had  any 
pretence  of  title  or  not,  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  they 
would  have  extirpated  the  Englifh  if  it  had  been  in  their 
power,  but  they  were  few  in  number.  Once  indeed, 
being  poffcffed  of  a  fhip  of  fome  force,  they  fent  her  to 
New-Haven  and  feized  a  Dutch  veffel  which  lay  in  the 
harbour  and  carried  her  away,  the  Englifh  having  no  naval 
force  nor  fortifications  on  land  to  prevent  it.  At  another 
time,  they  fet  up  the  arms  of  the  States  at  or  near  Stam¬ 
ford,  and  threatned  to  do  the  like  at  New-Haven  ;  and 
there  were  altercations  for  many  years,  firft  between  Kieft 
the  fir  ft  Dutch  governor,  and  afterwards  Stuyvefant  his 
fuccefior,  and  Mr.  Eaton  the  governor  of  New-Haven. 
The  Dutch  had  always  reftrained  the  Englifn,  not  fettled 
among  them,  from  trading  with  their  Indians  upon  Hud- 
fon’s  river.  In  1648,  the  commiffioners  pafied  an  order, 
prohibiting  any  French  or  Dutch  or  other  foreigners  trad¬ 
ing  with  the  Indians  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  united 
colonies.  This  law',  if  carried  into  execution,  mull  have 
put  an  end  to  the  Dutch  trade  at  Hartford.  In  1650, 

*  Hartford. 

•j-  Mr,  Wijlet,  Baxter,  and  divers  other  families. 

while 
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while  the  commiffioners  were  fitting  at  Hartford,  the  1650 
Dutch  governor  (Stuyvefant)  came  thither  in  order  to 
treat,  and  prefented  his  propofals  in  writing,  dated 
“  New-Netherlands  the  23d  of  September,  N.  S.”  being 
the  day  they  were  delivered.  He  complained  of  the  en¬ 
croachments  at  Connecticut  river  as  well  as  towards  Kud- 
fon’s  river;  of  the  reception  of  fugitives ;  of  the  law  de¬ 
barring  them  from  trade  with  the  Indians  ;  and  of  the 
Englifh,  for  felling  goods  too  cheap  to  the  Indians,  and 
fo  fpoiling  the  trade,  &c.  The  commiffioners  took  no¬ 
tice,  that  his  propofals  were  dated  at  New-Netherlands, 
and  refufed  to  treat,  until  he  altered  the  name  of  the  place 
where  they  were  dated.  .He  offered,  that  if  the  Englifh 
would  forbear  ftiling  the  place  Hartford,  he  would  for¬ 
bear  Ailing  it  New-Netherlands,  and  date  his  propofals 
at  Connecticut.  They  confented  that  he  fhould  date  at 
Connecticut,  but  would  not  give  up  their  own  right  to 
date  at  Hartford.  After  feveral  days  fpent  in  meffages 
from  one  to  the  other,  the  matters  in  difference  were  fub- 
mitted  to  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  Mr.  Prince,  appointed  by 
the  commiffioners,  and  to  Thomas  Willet  and  George 
Baxter,  appointed  by  the  Dutch  governor.  Their  re- 
fult  was  to  be  binding  to  both  parties.  The  line,  which 
was  fettled,  ran  northerly  only  20  miles  in  length  from  • 
the  fea,  and  afterwards  as  the  Dutch  and  New-Haven 
fhould  agree,  foas  not  to  come  within  10  miles  of  Hud- 
ion’s  river.  This  muff  be  underftood  fo  far  as  New- 
Haven  had  jurifdiftion  *. 

The 

/ 

*  Accordingly  we  find  that  the  MafTachufets,  in  the  year  1659,  fo 
underftood  it,  and  made  a  grant  of  land  oppofite  to  fort  Aurania 
(Albany)  upon  Hudfon’s  river;  and  a  number  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  colony  were  enterprizing  afettlement  and  a  trade  with 
the  Indians,  which  probably  was  laid  afide  upon  the  change  of  affairs 
^England.  The  country  itfelf,  a  few  years  after,  was  recovered 
from  the  Dutch  and  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  too  powerful  a  pro¬ 
prietor  to  contend  with  about  bounds.  As  this  fettlement  is  the  only 
piece  of  evidence  of  any  certain  boundary  to  the  New-Netherlands* 
while  in  pofteffion  of  the  Dutch,  it  is  difficult  to  affign  any  fufficient 
reaion,  why  the  colony  of  New-York  fhould  extend  further  upon  the 

colonies  of  Connecticut  or  Mallachufeis  than  this  agreement  would 

r 
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650  *\JaA  f*mt  §overnor  anc^  deputy  governor  were  re- 

ri  ft  °,r  ?e  yCar  1 65°  *•  A  corporation  in  England, 
confuted  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians, 
be0an  this  year  their  correfpondence  with  the  commif- 

_  l  ■  1  ^  re  employed  as  agents 

tor  the  corporation,  as  long  as  the  union  of  the  colonies 

continued.  One  profeffed  defign  of  the  colony  charter 

was  the  gofpehzing  the  natives.  The  long  ne^left  of 

any  attempts  this  way  cannot  be  excufed.  'The°Indians 

m  e  ves  afked,  how  it  happened,  if  chriilianity  was  of 

;cVmP«“e-  ^  for  fix  and  twenty  years  together 
the  Enghfh  had  faid  nothing  to  them  about  it.  The  an¬ 
swer  by  the  Enghfh  was,  that  they  repented  they  had  not 
cone  it  long  ago,  telling  the  Indians  withal,  they  were 
not  willing  to  hear,  &c.  Some  of  the  India™,  who  were 
taken  as  fervants  into  Enghfh  families,  attained  to  fame 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  religion,  and  feemed 
to  have  been  abetted  with  what  they  had  been  taught, 

^rfy  n- irWhEn  thS  M^achufets  barter  was  granted,  the  Dutch  had 
no  poileffions  at  any  diftance  from  Hudfon’s  river.  Any  grants  or 

patents  ot  vail  trails  or  manors,  made  by  the  Dutch  uitho/t  foffeiiion 

or  improvement,  feem  to  be  void  both  in  law  and  equity,  and  would 

a.e  been  as  good  if  they  had  extended  200  miles  from  the  river  as 

Fno"f}hey  MtC/r  m  jZ°r\TN0t^itbftanding  this  fettlement>  after  the 
gnfti  were  poffefied  of  New-Netherlands,  Conneilicut  was  dillurbed 

in  lh,elr  pofkil‘°n,s*  ?nd  fi"3,11/  obliged  to  give  up  their  claim  to  Long 
t  land,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  line  of  about  20  miles  diftant  from  Hud- 
on  stiver,  giving  an  equivalent  for  their  fettled  towns  upon  the  Sound, 
the  juriidiftion  as  well  as  property  whereof  they  retained,  which 
-Doug] a fs  fay s ,  but  without  any  authority,  did  not  originally  belong 
to  Connecticut.  1  he  line  between  the  Ma/Fachufets  and  New- York 
ituJ  remains  controverted. 

*  Mr.  Willoughby,  a  gentleman  from  England,  Cant.  Wiggins, 
who  lived  in  Hew-Hamplhire,  and  Edward  Gibbons  were  this  vear 
auded  to  the  afliftants.  W m.  Hawthorn,  the  firft  fpeaker  upon  record, 
Edward  Gibbons  was  one  of  Mr.  Wollafton’s  plantation,  and  a  very 
gay  young  gentleman  when  the  Maflachufets  people  firft  came  to  Sa¬ 
lem,  and  happened  to  be  there  at  Mr.  Higginfon’s  and  Mr.  Skelton’s 
ordination  and  forming  the  church.  He  was  fo  much  affetted  with  ' 
the  iolemmty  of  the  proceeding,  that  he  defired  to  be  received  into 
their  number.  They  had  not  fufficient  knowledge  of  him,  but  encou¬ 
raged  him  in  his  good  intentions,  and  he  afterwards  joined  to  the 
church  in  Ballon.  Mather. 
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concerning  their  exiftence  after  death  and  with  the  fears  1650 
of  the  divine  difpleafure.  John,  the  fagamore  of  the  Maf- 
iachufets,  would  fometimes  praife  the  Englifti  arid  their 
God,  “  much  good  men,  much  good  God,”  and  when 
he  was  {truck  with  death  fent  for  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  cle¬ 
ared  him  to  teach  his  ion  to  know  the  God  of  the  Englifh 
after  he  was  dead.  Mention  has  alfo  been  made  of  We- 
qualh  the  Pequod  ;  but  the  firft  inftance  of  an  Indian, 
who  o-ave  any  hopes  of  becoming  a  real  chriftian,  was  that 
of  Hiacoomes,  in  the  year  1 643,  at  Martha’s-Vineyard  *. 
Under  the  inftruftion  of  Mr.  Mayhew,  he  was  induced 
to  forfake  the  Indian  Pawaws,  to  attend  the  Englifh  af- 
femblies,  and,  after  fome  years,  became  himfelf  a  preacher 
to  his  own  people.  It  was  in  the  year  1646,  that  the 
general  court  of  the  Mafiachufets  palled  the  firft  aft  or 
order  to  encourage  the  carrying  the  gofpel  to  the  Indians, 
and  it  was  then  recommended  to  the  elders  to  confider 
how  it  might  beft  be  done.  On  che  28th  of  Oftober, 
four  perfons,  who  are  not  named,  made  the  firft  vifit  to 
the  Indian  wigwams.  Wabun,  thefachem  f,  had  notice 
given  him,  and  many  Indians  were  gathered  together. 

None  of  the  Englifh  were  fufficiently  fkilled  in  the  In¬ 
dian  language  to  make  a  prayer  in  it,  and  the  meeting 
was  opened  with  a  prayer  in  Englifh  ;  but  one  of  the 
%  t  + 

*  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  were  not*inc!uded  in  either  o£ 
the  four  New-England  governments.  The  Earl  of  Stirling  laid  claim  to 
all  the  iflands,  between  Cape  Cod  and  Hudfon’s  river.  James  Forett, 
agent  for  his  Lordfhip,  on  the  loth  of  October  1641,  grants,  to 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Watertown  and  Thomas  IVJayhew  his  fon,  Nan¬ 
tucket  and  two  fmall  iflands  adjacent,  and  the  2jd  day  of  the  fame 
month,  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth  iflands ;  and  agreeable  to 
the  opinion  of  that  day,  of  which  we  have  given  fo  many  in  fiances, 
grants  the  fame  powers  of  government  which  the  Mafiachufets  people 
enjoyed  by  their  charter.  Mr.  Mayhew  was  called  the  governor  of 
the  iflands.  The  Duke  of  York,  after  his  fecond  grant  in  1673,  in¬ 
cluded  them  in  his  qommiffion  to  his  governor^  of  New-York.  The 
grants  of  the  foil  of  thefe  iflands  could  not  vacate  the  right  of  the  In¬ 
dian  fachems  and  proprietors;  and,  I  fuppofe,  mod  of  the  prefent  in¬ 
habitants  and  proprietors  derive  their  titles  from  Indian  grants  pofle- 
rior  to  the  grant  to  Lord  Stirling,  or  to  that  made  by  his  agent  to  Mr0 
Mayhew  and  his  fon. 

+  I  take  it,  of  thoft  wb<s  were  afterward?  called  Natick  Indians. 
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1  -50  company  in  a  difcourfe  in  the  Indian  ,o„KUe  began  with 

nd'cS  ™  ?  Wef  et.plica.ion  of  if and TZl 

|  J  “!j  G°d  thejuft  portion  of  the  breakers  of  this 

:*'Y,  '  ,nformed  them  of  the  coming  of  Chrift 

into  the  world  co  recover  mankind  from  fin  and  the  nu- 

“2  °‘  'r!  hlS  Offerings  and  death,  refurredion  fnd 

and  that  he  would  come  again  at  the  end  of 

the  world  to  be  the  judce  of  all  men  T!  »  1  °  °j 

into  a  A-p.  a.  |Uoe  oral  men.  I  hey  then  entred 

1  L  a  [res  converfation  with  the  Indians,  and  defined 
t-.em  upon  any  point  which  they  did  not  underftand,  to 

donlaccoSr!  35  thou6ht  P'^per,  which  £ 

alter  -  fern- on3  f’  ^  K  betame  tiie  conftant  pradice, 

t  ‘.  1  a  !  ’  H  '  as  mrny  0f  lhe  Indians’  as  defired  it 

T, T  i,d  UP  and  Propole  queftions  *  to  the  preacher 

•  l  ,ro?nfi,gaVe,  f0  T”  encouragement,  Pthat^  “ti 

t  :  1 1th  of  November,  they  paid  the  Indians  another 
vmt  at  the  fame  place,  and  found  a  greater  number  than 

il"ee  T,  bdrf0re'  T7  «■»  meetings  WenThdkfthe 
P  ‘  “iid  3  Particular  account  was  tranfmitted  to 

F-ngrand  and  publilhed  there  with  the  title  of  “  The  day 

'  leaking,  if  not  the  fun  rifing  of  the  gofpel  with  the  In^ 
dtans  in  New-England.”  M,  Window  bemg  in  Erlgl 
End  fought  to  obtain  fubfcriptions  for  encouraging  the 
work.  Mr.  E hot,  a  ihinifter  in  New-England,  a°the 

fame  time  applied  himfelf  with  zeal,  equal  to  that  of  the 
jrnffionaries  ol  the  Romifh  church  ;  but  inftead  of  adopt- 


tended  fT  ^  Ch3'k*  who  at- 

takes  notice  of  the  following  q«eftion“  ^  "  *4  7“"  lnftruaion*  he 

e-nc':atk)n  -  Ufo  «h^e/h- ^  WOfds’  ?ave  >'ourfe,ves  from  this  untoward 
&  *n°5*  £ 'S2  fndS’  Wc  ““  d0  of  o-r. 

were 'Skid7  ‘  r„T<J  ^  °f the  fPirit  bf  which  their  hearts 
jAk  ?  “°W  ftaI‘  1  £3ke  3Rd  Ufe  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  to 

rhr'li  *r;’-£  W'as  :he  {\a  °f  Jut!as*  or  how  did  he  lin  in  betrayW 
Chufi,  peeing  n  was  what  God  had  appointed  ?  7  a 

4u).  1  he  anfwer  to  thefe  converts  was.  Repent  and  be  baptized  &c 

? Uf  }  C  f  nDt  ff er. 115  ‘0  be  baptized  ;  therefore  I  fear  none  of  The 

&d  irSMat'iew  wT'?’  f*  is  wear^  with  that  fear,  for  it’s 

.  “  MaUl,ew>  'those  fins  ye  bind  on  earth  are  bound  in  heaven. 
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W  a  favourite  maxim  of  fame  of  that  church,  that  ig-  165a 
norance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  he  endeavoured  to 
"  lighten  the  underftandings  of  the  Indians,  to  draw  them 
from  their  lavage,  barbarous,  and  wittering  way  of  lire 

tocivility,  government  and  cohabitation;  and  it  wasa  noted 

faying  of  his,  «  that  the  Indians  muft  be  civihzed  as  well 
as  (if  not  in  order  to  their  being)  chr.ftiamzed.  _  He  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  court  the  grant  of  a  trad  of  la"cJp°  wh‘d* 
he  crave  the  Indian  name  of  Noonanetum,  ovc,oic<i.g  ,) 
drew  as  many  families  there  as  he  could,  with  defign  to 
make  a  fortified  town  ;  inftruded  them  in  their  hufbandi  y, 
and  excited  them  to  induftry  and  a  prueent  management 
of  their  affairs ;  caufed  fome  of  them  to  learn  fuch  trades, 
as  were  mod  neceffary  for  them,  ib  as  that  they  com- 
pleatly  built  a  houfe  for  publick  worfhip,  50  feet  in  leng.n 
and  25  in  breadth,  which  Mr.  Wilfon,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters  lavs  appeared  like  the  workman, nip  of  an  -kng- 
lifh’houfewright.”  Befides  this  fettlement  at  Noonane¬ 
tum,  he  vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Dou..  Li¬ 
ter  mills,  Watertown,  Concord,  and  as  rar  as  Pantucket 
falls  on  Merrimack  river;  to  the  Indians  alfo  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Plimouth,  although  Maffafoiet  or  Oufamequin, 
and  his  fon,  difcountenanced  the  bringing  the  gcnpel  to 
their  tribe.  The  Naraganftt  fachem  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  a  meffage  he  lent  to  them,  but  the  Nipnets  de¬ 
fined  fome  might  be  fent  to  teach  them  to  pray  to  bom 
Befides  Mr.  Window,  Mr.  Pelham  and  others  forwarded 
the  collections  in  England,  and  July  the  27th  1649,  the 
parliament  palfed  an  a£t  or  ordinance  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  this  good  work;  the  following  breviate  wnereof 

was  printed :  '  ,  ,  ,  . 

“  Whereas  the  commons  of  England,  anemo.ed  in 

parliament,  have  received  certain  intelligence  from  divers 
codly  minifters  and  others  in  New-England,  that  diveis 
of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the  pious  care  of  fome 
godly  Englifh  who  preach  the  golpel  to  them  in  their  own 
Indian  language,  not  only  of  barbarous  are  become  civil, 
but  many  of  them  forfake  their  accuftomed  chasms  an. 
forceries  and  other  fatanical  delufions,  do  now  call  upon 

L  4  the  . 
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l6°° power' of  Go?H  LOrd’  ^  g'7  great  teftim°n 7  of  the 

l  Z  l°c  S  ,ilr„‘fngf  ,hT’.  fr0m  death  a"‘J  darkncfe, 

which  a„,  Jl  ?h  k  f  ‘  ‘C  Pio"mS  golpel  of  Jrf“  thrift, 
appearetb,  by  their  lamenting  Vvith  tears  rh^ir 

mdpcm  l1Ves;  teaching  their  children  what  they  are^n 

ilru&d  themfelves;  being  careful  to  place  them  fnT02 
iamihes  and  Englifh  fchools  ;  betaking  themfelves  to  one 

to ^"h^Goday  th'  ^  7nd  bt ,h£lr  “"Mm  prayers 
exnrefied  in  m°rning  and ^evening  in  their  families, 

|  Q  r^  |(  ^  /I  |  1  I  1  ■  ^  ^  ^  ^  motion  and  zeal 

half  of  Ae  nAaL"„“  “:Srd;ei:rc:”nH01  bur-  ™  b'- 

inftruments  be  encouraged  and  maintained  to  purfue  it 

Ifcs  M'ir5  I"  pr°Vi*d’  and  ,many  other  oe- 
me-n  rliar  f  fi  °re  enaded  by  this  prefent  parlia- 
r  u'  that’  for  the  furthering  fo  good  a  work,  there  /hall 

ter1™?"  E"S'™d  of  M«en,  vi?  a 

william  Ure,r,  \nd  fourteen  affiftants,  and  that 

W'11-- Sted’  Efcp’  Herbm  Pelham,  Eh ;  Tames  Sherlev 
Abraham  Babington,  Robert  Houghton,  Richard  Hu 

Trik^H  Ge7Se  ?•?’  ^r/  *«»/«».  William  Mullins; 

j/  vn/+°rh0n’  wani  EarLks’  Edward  C1^  rR/fW 
f,  1  homas  Aires,  John  Stone,  and  Edward IVm- 

cf^’hom  ZTh  °f  ,0rd0n’  be  the  firft  fixteen  Perfons,  out 
t  , hom’  the  Paid  fixteen  perfons  or  the  greater  number 

of  them  /hall  chufe  one  of  the  faid  fixteen  to  be  prefidenr 

another  to  be  treafurer.-They,  or  any  nine  of  them,  to 

appoint  a  common  feal.  And  be  it  enafted,  that  a  gene- 

ra  colleftion  be  made  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  through 

aH  England  and  vVales;  and  that  the  minifters  read  this 

a-  .,  and  exhort  the  people  to  a  chearful  contribution  to 

.  fo  pious  a  work.  Hen.  Scobell,  cleric,  parlia.” 

?he*r EkI£'!’  Efq5  Wa*  tk£  £rft  Prefldent'  and  ««in«ed  until 

t  l  fuppofe  this  Ihotild  be  Richard  Floyd,  who  was  chofen  treafurer 
the,  or  loon  alter.  Thpfe  in  Italicks  had  been  in  New-En.land 
Ja?“e6  bherley  was  a  great  friend  to  Plimotith  colony.  '  S  - 

-Letters 
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Letters  at  the  fame  time  were  publiflied  from  the  1650 
two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  calling  upon 
the  minifters  of  England  and  Wales,  to  ftir  up  their  con, 
gregations  to  a  liberal  contribution  for  the  promotion  of 
fo  glorious  an  undertaking. 

The  purport  of  the  firft  letter  to  the  commifiioners, 
from  the  corporation,  was  to  acquaint  them  with  Mr. 
Window’s  determination  to  return  to  New-England, 
which  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  work,  and  to 
intimate  to  them  that  he  ought  to  be  no  fufferer  by  his 
continuance  in  England.  The  commifiioners  of  the 
Mafiachufets  propofed  to  make  Mr.  Window  the  agent 
for  the  united  colonies,  but  as  he  had  gone  over  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Mafifachufets  only,  the  red  of  the  colonies 
declined  the  propofal ;  and  all  that  could  be  obtained, 
was  a  letter,  from  the  commifiioners  to  the  corporation, 
approving  of  Mr.  Window’s  day  in  England,  and  de- 
firing  that  one  hundred  pounds  derling  might  be  paid 
him  out  of  the  collections  *,  with  a  promife,  that  if  it 
was  not  approved  of  as  a  proper  charge,  it  fhould  be  re¬ 
placed  by  the  colonies 

Proposals 


*  I  cannot  find  that  either  of  the  colonies  have  ever  advanced  any 
confiderable  fums  for  this  fervice. 

f  Great  oppofition  was  made  to  the  colle&ion  in  England  ;  and  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians  was  reprefented  as  a  mere  pretence  to  draw 
money  from  men  of  pious  minds.  It  went  on  fo  flowly,  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  raife  a  fum  out  of  the  army.  Hugh  Peters  was 
one  of  the  coliedlpr?,  but  the  corporation  wrote  to  the  commifiioners 
that  he  not  only  refufed  to  pay  a  penny  himfelf,  but  difcouraged  others* 
becaufe,  as  they  fuppofed,  he  had  no  hand  in  laying  the  plan.  How¬ 
ever  fuch  favourable  accounts  were,  frpm  time  to  time,  published  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  mifiion,  that,  when  King  Charles  came  in,  the 
corporation  was  pofiefied  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 
which  was  in  danger  of  being  all  loft,  being  derived  from  the  efia- 
blifhment  of  the  parliament ;  but  by  the  intereft  of  fome  good  men* 
of  whom  the  celebrated  Robert  Boyle  was  one,  a  new  charter  was 
obtained,  by  which  the  ellate  was  fecured.  Mr.  Boyle  was  cholen 
and  continued  .many  years  the  governor,  and  the  commifiioners  of 
the  united  colonies  were  the  correfpondents  in  New-England,  until 

the 
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!°5°l]PI!n’vnk  had  beCn  made  in  the  >’ear  TM  to  Mon- 
ur  D,  Aillebout,  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  a  free  com¬ 
merce  between  the  Mali achu fees  and  that  colony.  The 

French 

*  \  \ 

the  charter  was  After  that,  commiffioners  were  fnecially 

0  -d  y  l"e  C0: poration,  confiding  of  the  principal  gentlemen 

t>y  TT  °r?er’  r,  0f  thr  C  ergy  m  New-England,  and  vacancies 
hy  r  h.or  otherWlfc  have  from  time  to  time  been  filled  up  until  the 

•  £Sf'V,n,e-  ,PfhaPst  of  thi.  nature  has  ever  Len  more 

Jattnfuhy  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  raifed.  If  we 
mpate  the  requisites,  to  determine  any  one  to  be  a  convert  in  Mr. 
^hot  s  efteem  with  thofe  of  .he  popilh  fniffiooaries,  it  is  not  flranye 
that  tnur  number  hath  exceeded  his.  Before  the  converts  in  New. 

Mg.ai.d  were  admitted  to  the  ordinances,  they  were  examined  by 

A  m.  Of  ,  n,aglft,,ates  ,as  we,!1  as  miniders.  The  confeffions  of 
-■  -n,  of  mem,  as  taken  from  their  own  mouths,  were  fent  to  Enr- 
land  ana  printed,  and  there  approved  of:  And  although  the  mif- 
i.cn  began  m  1046  it  was  the  year  16;  1  before  the  firft  church  was 
i,.Kiiered,  viz.  at  Natick.  Whereas,  with  the  Rotliifh  priefts,  the 
repetition  of  a  t  ater  Nofter  or  A  ve  Maria,  or  perhaps  the  telling  over 
?  fevv  beads,,  made  them  fit  fubjedtt  of  baptifm.  Mr.  Eliot,  as  has 
oeen  oDicrved,  always  infilled  upon  their  being  civilized  and  be¬ 
coming  men,  at  the  fame  time  they  became  clinicians.  This  was 
yi~U;ram  expel'. ere,  and  it  was  with  great  rc-lu fiance  they  forfook  any 
‘"ei,r  lava£e  cufloms.  The  French  Coureurs  be  Bois,  and  others, 
earned  among  the  Indians,  and  became  lavages  themfelves,  and  the 
prielis  went  into  their  country  and  dwelt  among  them,  buffered 
s  tem  to  retain  their  old  cuftoms  and  conformed  to  them  themfelves 
However,  the  number  of  Indians  in  New-England,  whifh  have 
from  time  to  time  made  profeffion  of  Chiiftianity,  is  far  from  in¬ 
considerable.  In  1660  there  were  ten  Indian  towns,  of  fuch  as  were 
called  Praying  Indians.  ( G-ffe’s  journal. )  Mr.  Eliot  mentions  a 
v dilation  he  made  in  1670.  He  went  down  to  the  Indians  at  Mak- 
tepos,  1  fuppole  what  we  now  call  Mafhpee,  where  Richard  Bourne, 
a  god.y  man,  on  the  17th  of  Auguil  was  ordained  pallor  to  an  In- 
cian  ermreh  which  was  gathered  upon  that  day,  and  the  Indians, 
and  inch  or  tneir  children  as  were  prefent,  were  baptized.  From 

?  P“  ovei  t0  the  Vineyard,  where  many  were  received 

into  the  church,  men  and  women,  and  they  and  their  children  bap- 
tjzed^the  facrament  or  the  Lord’s  fupper  was  adminifired  in  the  Jn- 
“■pan  Gil^1CiL  an<^  rnany  or  the  Lnglifii  church  defiling  to  join  with, 
them,  it  was  celebrated  in  both  languages.  Two  teach  no-  and 
two  ruling  elders  were  ordained,  and  a  foundation  was  laid  for  two 
ehuiches  ^mme.  The  teacher  of  the  praying  Indians  at  Nantucket 
came  to  the  Vineyard,  and  made  report  that  there  v\ere  about  ninety 
families  that  prayed  unto  God  in  that  idand ;  and  advice  was  given, 

that 
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French  profeffcdtobe  greatly  pleafed,  and  a  correfpondence  1650 
was  kept  up  upon  the  fubjebt  until  the  year  1650,  when 

the  French  governor  lent  an  agent  to  Bofton  in  order  to 

fettle. 


fliat  fome  of  the  mod  godly  among  them  fhould  join  to  the  church 
at  the  Vineyard,  and  after  fome  experience  of  their  orderly  waff:, 
fhould  iflue  forth  into  church  date  among  themfelves,  and  have 
officers  ordained.  The  Indians  were  very  defirous  of  having  Mi. 
Mayhew  for  their  pador,  but  he  declined  it,  conceiving  tnat  he 
could  ferve  them  better  in  the  capacity  he  was  in,  of  advifing  and 
indrudling  in  the  management  of  their  church  affairs,  and  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  die  in  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrid.  Advice  was  given  for 
the  fettling  of  fchools,  and  that  all,  who  neglefted  fending  their 
Children,  fhould  be  liab1  e  to  cenfure.  Mr,  Eliot  then  takes  notice 
of  the  date  of  the  Indians  in  the  Bay.  Natick  was  the  chief  town, 
where  mod  of  the  Indian  rulers  dwelt,  and  where  their  courts  were 
held.  There  were  two  teachers,  Jofin  and  Anthony,  and  betwixt 
forty  and  fifty  communicants,  and  fundry  more  propofed  to  join  to 
the  church.  Punkapog  (now  Stoughton)  was  the  iccond  town  where 
the  fachems  of  the  blood,  as  they  term  the  chief  royal  line,  had 
their  refidence  and  rights  ;  which  (in  other  parts)  as  Mr.  Elliot  fays, 
were  modly  alienated  to  the  Englilh  towns.  I  luppofe  the  Indians 
of  Naponfet  or  Milton  before  this  time  had  removed,  and  were  fet¬ 
tled  with  thofe  of  Punkapog,  beyond  or  about  the  blue  hills.  Their 
chief  ruler  and  teacher  was  Ahauton.  A  family  or  two  of  his  de- 
fcendants  remain  to  this  day. 

Haffunimefut,  or  as  it  is  now  pronounced  Haffanemifco,  were  the 
Indians  next  in  order  of  dignity  and  antiquity  ;  from  thence  came 
fome  of  the  chief  friends  to  praying  to  God.  They  lay  upon  Nich- 
mug  river,  and  were  ftridl  obfervers  of  the  fabbath,  and  were  judged 
by  all  travellers,  efpecially  fuch  who  had  occafion  to  lodge  among 
them,  to  be  fincere  in  their  religious  profelhons.  They  had  two 
teachers,  Annuweekin  and  Tuppukkoovvelin,  characterized  lound 
and  godly  men.  I  fuppofe  thofe  who  are  called  Grafton  Indians* 
about  eight  or  ten  families,  are  all  the  remain*  of  Haffanemifco. 

Ogguonikongquamefut  was  the  next  praying  town  which  bordered 
upon  Marlborough.  The  Englifh  meeting-houle  being  placed 
within  the  line  of  the  Indian  town,  caufed  great  difputes  and  dif- 
Couragements.  Solomon,  judged  to  be  a  ierious  and  found  chrif- 
tian,  was  their  teacher.  I  fuppofe  they  are  all  difperfed,  if  not 
extindl. 

Nafhope  was  the  next.  Tahattawans  was  called  a  Sachem  of  the 
blood,  a  faithful  zealous  Chrillian  was  their  ruler.  Their  minifter, 
John  Thomas,  a  godly  underflanding  Chrillian,  was  their  teacher. 
Their  town  lay  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  Maquas  or 
Mohawks  hur.tcd,  and  had  been  much  molefted  and  for  a  time  was  N 

defer  ted. 
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I%Ofenfie;eann0H  T?  tra*’  but  a  lea§ue  alliance,  de- 

na  a  In ?dfI°ffe  iVe’  between  che  government  of  Ca- 

but  heln  •  fC  C°  ?n!es  of  Ma^chufets  and  Plimouth  ; 
but  being  informed  that  all  matters  of  that  nature  were 

left 

•t 

Bowwtina!1  m  1670  the  IndianS  returned  and  dweh  there,  but  arc 

C0rco"d1ilcrfLh “r hUp0"  MerfrImack  rlver  where 

a  noble  foirit  t  ,  Sachem  was  Nomphon,  a  man  of 

J3&  s  k“'  r,  ft“  ■  bj  && 

general  much  noted  for  tbeifefleem  for  ret  ion'  *  ““  * 

cthetfet  t^Tayit  fIndiatMe  The'f  rfver’  .wa%the  P>a«  of  an- 
down  the  river  LaV  1,  r  ThePenn‘cook  Indians  had  come 

poiers,  and  obdinatel y  r’efuf d  t prl/tT  God  ^  ffb5J«£^ 

3£sttes?£  K:£ 

ChriftTo  themT  J,:d)ans-  and  Jethr.o  was  fent  to  preach 

andQuanaSr0^’  Sl'monJwas  teachera  on  the  wed  of  Natick, 

teach^  are  r  ’  4tldl  °nder  the  Care  of  the  Haffanamifco 
■  eacners,  are  the  two  other  towns  mentioned.  By  this  account  of 

Xateftr  'I  t;  fete  °f  thE  chriftia--d  IndiL  in  1670 .The 
-reate“  ho*y  °f  Indians,  viz.  Mafla^oiets  or  Woofameauins  an H 

c£i”.2v  fo”  Tr"  f"bi'as’ ■>»  ”» 

t  ans  of  the  ?*  g &  m  f67->’  had  drawn  off  fome  !fgthl 

rs  and  ietn  Pf  y'"(8  ffT  ‘°  Joln  with  them>  and  occafioned 
*-ars  ar,d  Jfalouf,es  of  all  the  red,  which  caufed  a  nreat  difcon 

“  «*«»«* » ,676.  .»d  snu„w 

nations,  the  Wamponoags  and  Naraganfets,  the  great  enemies  of 
'*  r|djanity.  being  wholly  extirpated,  the  Indians  which  remained 

feflt' -o^be^h’id'18  3ndr  P1rUth  W  in  general  ever  flnce  Pr°- 
,ejied  t°  be  Chnlbans.  In  1687,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Dr  i„ 

creafe  Mather  fo  Dr.  Leufden  at  Utrecht,  there  were  four  Endin' 

secmbhes  in  M^Iachufets,  befides  the  principal  church  at  Natick 

iJTt'  b-C‘,d“  tb«  Pnnctpal  church  at  Maihnpee,  there  were 
*ve  alfmblies  in  that  vtctmty,  and  a  large  congregation  at  Saco- 

ri  ii‘e.re,.werc  a  ;°  f,x  different  focieties,  probably  but  fmall 
wmi  an  Indian  teacher- to  each,  between  the  lad  mentioned  and 
Cape  Cod,  ail  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Treat,  minifter  of  Eadham  • 
fa*  chore*  *  Nantackrt.  and  three  at  Martha’s  Vineyard.  There 

were 
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]eft  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  he  re-  1650 
turned  to  Canada,  and  the  next  year  two  gentlemen 
were  fent  with  letters  to  the  commifTioners,  praying  in 
behalf  of  the  French  of  Canada,  and  of  thechriftian- 
ized  Indians  in  Acadie,  the  aid  of  the  Englilh  againft 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  urging,  “  That  it  was  a 
juft  war,  the  Mohawks  being  breakers  of  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  leagues,  perfidious  and  cruel ;  that  it  was  a  holy 
war,  the  eaftern  Indians  being  perfecuted  and  cruelly 
handled,  becaufe  of  their  profeffing  the  chriftian  religion 
that  it  was  of  common  concern,  the  Mohawks  difturb- 
ing  and  interrupting  the  trade,  both  of  Englifh  and 
French,  with  other  Indians.”  They  promifed  a  due 
confideration  and  allowance  for  the  expence  of  the  war. 

If  the  Englilh  would  not  join  in  the  war,  it  was  then  de- 
fired  that  the  French  might  have  leave  to  inlift  volun¬ 
teers,  and  that  they  might  be  vi&ualled  for  the  fervice  ; 
and  if  that  could  not  beobtained,  that,  at  leaft,  theFrench 
might  be  allowed  to  pafs  through  the  colonies,  by  wa¬ 
ter  and  land,  as  occafion  ihould  require.  Until  thefe 
points  were  fettled,  they  could  not  proceed  upon  the 

were  in  all  fix  aftemblies  formed  into  a  church  ftate,  having  officers 
and  the  ordinances  duly  adminiftred,  and  fixteen  aftemblies  which 
met  together  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
number  of  chriftians  have  ftnce  decreased  by  the  return  of  the  In¬ 
dians  to  paganifm.  The  Indians  themfelves  are  wafted,  and  their 
tribes  or  nations  every  where  in  Maftachufets  and  Plimouth  extinfr, 
except  at  Mafnapee,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  Nantucket.  At  Mafha- 
pee,  and  near  ir,  are  about  eighty  families ;  at  the  Vineyard  about 
eighty;  and  at  Nantucket,  where  the  laft  year  were  ninety  families, 
there  are  now  but  fifteen  remaining.  There  is  befides,  a  town  of 
Indians  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  province  called  HoufTatonick  In¬ 
dians*  who  removed  about  thirty  years  ago  from  Hud  Ton’s  river, 
who  have  a  fettled  Englifh  minifter  or  miffionary  fupported  by  the 
corporation  ;  perhaps  feventy  or  eighty  families  generally  reftde  there. 

They  wafte  away,  as  all  other  Indians  have  done,  and  there  would 
have  been  a  more  fenfible  diminution  of  their  numbers,  if  they  had 
not  from  time  to  time  received  additions  from  abroad  of  other  nations, 
or  of  fuch  of  their  own  nation  as  did  not  at  firft  incline  to  remove 
with  them.  Thefe  with  a  few  families  at  Natick  and  Grafton,  and 
a  famdy  or  two  together  fcattered  here  and  there  about  the  province, 
are  all  the  Indians  at  prefent  within  the  province  of  Maftachufets- 
Bay. 
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as  follows,  vlz  POfa  !’  rcI,""'t!  an  aniwer’  in  fobllaocc 

and*  fidAT  Ttl!7  We'e  W‘IIing  t0  admit  that  the  French 

own  S  7a  dVanS  mi§ht  have  J'uft  grounds  to  their 

Hoked  faftl0nn  f7  Tar  againft  the  Mohawks.  That  they 
Jooked  upon  all  fuch  Indians,  as  received  the  yoke  of 

the  DevH  l  77 '7  Cy?  Lhan  llPon  others  who  worffiip 
rea,..  -f  .  *  ^  hat  they  defired,  by  all  juft  means,  to  keep 

barons  7may  7’- WKh  a11  men>  even  with  thefe  bar- 
the  fea*  1  TnaV  lf  Mohawks  living  at  a  diftance  from 
Ve  Fa)  have  little  mtercourfe  with  thefe  parts  but  in 

btfcrrtheMofl''1'|l'afl“ithiheP'i<,“1Jl!s’  ‘40r  ,6y'm 
ftred^o'S*," '’ad  ^ 

_  *  r  ,  -  JtLnghlh  cn«T<io-p(-  m 

it  wT  ft  °re  u7  had  fu!l  and  fatisfy*ng  evidence  that 
f  T-hA  001  before  peace,  uponjuft  terms,  had  been  of- 

era  an  refufen.  T  hat  the  Mohawks,  not  being  fubjeft 
to  them,  norm  league  with  them,  they  could  not  require 

fnformTr  0l  , ^7  PT Sedings’  and  had  no  means  of 
oatton  what  they  had  to  fay  for  themfel.ves.  That 

o  matte  war  with  the  Mohawks,  would  expofe  the  In- 

773  who  were  neighbours  to  the  Englilh,  fome  of 

whom  profefled  chnftianity,  &c.  That  although  they 

were  ready  to  perform  all  neighbourly  offices  of'Vmhte- 

oufnefs  and  peace  to  the  French  colony,  yet  they  could 

neither  permit  volunteers  to  be  taken  up,  nor  the  French 

and  eaftern  Indians  to  pafs  thro*  the  Englilh  jurifdiftion 

to  invade  the  Mohawks,  left  they  ffiould  expofe,  not  the 

Inffians  only  but  the  fmaller  Engliffi  plantations  to  dan- 

gci.  _  I  hat  the  Enghffi  were  much  difiatisfied  with  that 

mifchtevous  trade  the  French  and  Dutch  have  had  and  ftiil 

continue,  by  lelling  guns,  powder  and  ffiot  to  all  the  In- 

mans,  which  rendered  them  infolent,  &c.  That  if  all 

other  difficulties  were  removed,  yet  they  had  no  fuch  ffiort 

*  But  fuch  Indians  have  generally  been  taught  to  treat  the  Enolilh 
as  heretics,  with  greater  cruelty,  and  it  has  been  made  more  Sc.  - 
tonous  to  extirpate  them  than  if  they  had  been  infidels  or  the  word  of 
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and  convenient  pafiage,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  might  1650 
be  had  by  Hud  Ion’s  river,  to  and  beyond  Aurania  fort 
poffelTed  by  the  Dutch.  That  the  commilfioners  con¬ 
ceived  the  French  deputies  might  proceed  to  fettle  a 
trade  ;  but  if  they  thought  proper  to  limit  it  under  fuch 
reftrictions,  a  fitter  feafon  for  thefe  treaties  mult  be  at¬ 
tended,  which  the  commilfioners  wouid  readily  improve 
whenfoever  it  prefented.” 

The  college  at  Cambridge  became  more  and  more  an 
object  of  attention,  and  in  the  year  1650  was  made  a 
body  corporate,  by  ad  of  the  general  court,  and  received 
a  charter  under  the  leal  of  the  colony  *. 

Mr. 

V  \ 

*  Under  this  charter  the  college  was  governed  until  the  year 
1685,  when  the  colony  charter  was  vacated  ;  laving  that  in  1673,  by 
an  order  of  the  general  court,  fome  addition  was- made  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Dudley  (who  was  a  fon  of  the 
college)  when  he  received  a  commiffion  for  Prefident  of  the  colony* 
altered  the  title  of  the  Prefident  of  the  college  for  that  of  Redor  5 
bat  no  attempts  were  made  to  take  away  the  eftate  or  Hock  of  the 
college,  or  to  impofe  officers  difagreeable  to  the  country  in  general, 
but  the  government  continued,  in  name  at  leak,  under  the  former 
corporation,  who  were  Increafe  Mather,  redlor ;  John  Sherman, 
Nehemiah  Hubbard,  John  Cotton,  John  Leveret  and  William  Brattle, 
as  fellows,  (the  two  laft  were  tutors  alfo)  and  John  Richards,  trea¬ 
surer.  When  Mr.  Mather,  the  redtor,  went  to  England  in  16S8,  in 
his  minutes  of  an  intended  petition  to  the  King,  he  fays,  iC  that  when 
the  civil  government  was  changed,  the  college  was  under  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  thefe  perfons,  and  he  fuppofed  it  continued  lb,  except  that 
Mr.  Sherman  was  dead,  in  whofe  room  he  prayed  Mr.  Samuel  Sevvall 
might  be  appointed,  and  that  the  Ki  g  would  confirm  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  their  hands  ;  but  although  thefe  were  in  name  the  governors, 
they  were  not  always  fo  in  fadt.’’  1  find  the  following  original  order, 
dated  December  the  9th,  1 6 B 6- 

Whereas  the  monies,  and  other  eftate,  belonging  to  Harvard- 
College  in  Cambridge,  has  been  by  us  committed  to  the  care  and 
management  of  John  Richards,  Efq;  for  tne  benefit  of  the  faid 
college,  it  is  ordered,  th,  t  the  produce  thereof  Dial  1,  for  this  year 
1686,  be  difpofed  of  as  followeth.  : 

“  ill.  There  fhali  be  allowed  to  the  prefent  redlor  of  the  college, 

“  as  fome  acknowledgment  of  the  fervices  which  he  has  done  for 
“  that  iociety,  the  remainder  of  the  income  not  difpofed  under- 
neath. 

“  2d.  The  prefent  tutors,  Mr.  John  Leveret  and  Mr.  William 
Brattle,  fhali  for  this } car,  beginning  the  lail  commencement,  be 

'  “  allowed 
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Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  governor  in  the  years  x6zi~ 
1052  and  1652*  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor  "f*. 


“  al,owred  eac,h  them  46 1.  befide  what  fhall  be  due  to  them  from 
ttteir  leveral  papils. 

o  3<3,  fcholars  of  the  houfe  (for  this  yearl  fhall  be  Sir  Gibbs, 
tt  Rogers>  Mitch  el  and  Dudley,  who  fhall  be  allowed  each  of  them 
at  leaf!  5 1.  Sir  Gibbs’s  penfion  to  be  paid  out  of  Mr.  Webb’s  le¬ 
gacy,  and  Rogers's  out  of  Capt.  Keyn’s  legacy, 
it  .  Major  Richards  fhall  be  allowed  for  his  care,  in  improving 
the  college  flock,  after  the  proportion  of  1 1.  for  1 00 1. 

“  J.  Dudley, 

“  William  Stoughton.” 
The  prefident  of  the  colony,  and  afterwards  the  governor,  affiumed 
the  whole  authority  when  they  thought  fit.  The  rights  of  Magdalen 
college  Oxford  invaded,  jufily  might  alarm  the  whole  nation,  but 
Harvard  college  was  too  inconfiderable,  had  the  proceedings  been 
ever  fo  arbitrary  and  opprefiive,  to  occafion  any  great  notice.  Mr. 
Mather,  the  reft  or,  went  to  England  in  1688.  No  perfon  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  his  dead.  Sir  E.  Andros,  the  governor,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Lee,  the  minifter  of  Brifiol  in  New-Piimouth  colony,  to  de- 
iire  him  to  officiate  at  the  commencement  5  but  not  receiving  an  an- 
iwer  m  proper  fealon  (it  feems  the  letter  was  delayed)  Mr.  William 
id ud bard  was  appointed,  and  officiated  accordingly*  In  1692,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  province  charter,  although  by  a  claufe  in  the  charter 
with  a  ipecial  view  to  the  college,  it  was  provided,  that  no  grants, 
&c.  to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  &c.  ffiould  be  pre¬ 
judiced  through  defeft  of  form,  Sec.  but  ffiould  remain  in  force  as 
at  the  time  of  vacating  the  colony  charter ;  yet  the  prefident,  and 
many  others  with  him,  were  defirous  of  a  new  charter,  with  ad~ 
di.ional  powers  and  privileges.  An  a<ff,  of  the  general  court, 
palled  for  that  purpole  in  1692,  incorporating  the  college  on  a  larger 
foundation  than  the  former  charter.  Among  other  things,  the 
college  was  enabled  to  confer  fuch  degrees  as  are  conferred  by  the 
univerfities  in  Europe,  whereas  under  the  former  charter  no  higher 
degrees  had  been  given  than  thofe  of  batchelors  and  inafters  of  arts. 
This  privilege  was  exercifed  in  one  infiance  only,  a  diploma  for  a 
dotf  orate,  under  the  college  feal,  being  prefented  to  Mr.  Mather  the 
prefident.  before  the  expiration  of  three  years  the  a<fi  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  was  di fallowed*.  1  hofe  who  interefied  themlelves  for  the  col- 
lege  were  refolved  upon  further  attempts ;  another  provincial 
palled  in  1097?  with  fome  variations,  which  before  1700  was  like- 
wfe  o i fa p proved  ;  for  at  a  feffion  of  the  court,  that  year,  a  vote  paffied 
the  council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  approving  the  form  of  a 
charter  which  they  were  willing  the  college  ffiould  accept  from  the 

King, 


f  In  1652,  John  Glover  and  Daniel  Gookin  were  chofen  affiftants. 
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At  a  fefllons  of  the  genera?  court  in  October  1651,  1651 
an  aft  or  order  was  palled,  impowering  the  town  of 
Bofton  to  chufe  feven  commiffioners  to  be  prefented  to 

the 


King,  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  agents  were  inflrufted  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  charter  in  fuch  form.  By  this  charter,  the  corporation 
was  to  confifl  of  a  prefident,  vice  prefident  and  fifteen  fellows.  It 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  to  have  their  names  preferved.  In- 
creafe  Mather  prefident,  Samuel  Willard  vice  prefident,  James  Allen, 
Michael  Wigglefworth,  Samuel  Torrey,  Nehemiah  Hobart,  Peter 
Thacher,  Samuel  Angier,  John  Danforth,  Cotton  Mather,  Nehe¬ 
miah  Walter,  Henry  Gibbs,  John  White,  Jonathan  Pierpoint,  and 
Benjamin  Wadfworth,  together  with  the  two  fenior  tutors  refident  at 
college,  were  the  firft  corporation  named  in  the  charter.  The  college 
was  impowered  to  hold  real  ellate  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  The  governor  and  the  council  were  made  the  vi- 
fitors.  This  application  proved  as  ineffeftual  as  the  former.  The 
true  reafon,  of  the  feveral  failures,  appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Blaith- 
vvait  to  the  prefident,  dated  i ft  June  1704,  which  fays,  “  that  the 
“  only  obflruftion  to  the  palling  the  charter  was  Sir  Henry  AfhuriPs 
“  refufing  to  allow  of  a  claufe  for  a  vifitation  by  the  King  or  his  go- 
“  vernor.”  A  letter  from  Lord  Bellamont  to  Mr.  Stoughton  upon 
this  fubjeft  deferves  notice. 


(<  New-York,  31ft  May  98. 

Sir,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  reverend  prefident  of  Harvard  col¬ 
lege,  by  Mr.  White,  fellow  of  the  faid  college,  together  with  a  copy 
of  an  aft  of  the  affembly  for  incorporating  the  college.  And  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  his  Majefly  will  not  give  his  royal  approbation  to  that 
aft  as  it  ftands  worded,  becaufe  it  differs  very  materially  from  the 
terms  of  incorporation  propofed  by  their  excellencies  the  Lords  Juf- 
tices  of  England,  viz.  that  the  king  and  his  governors  fhould  be  the 
vifitors,  whereas  the  aft  of  afiembly  vefis  the  power  of  vifitation  of  that 
college  as  well  in  the  council  as  governor,  which  his  Majefly  may  pro¬ 
bably  think  derogatory  to  his  prerogative.  And  I  am  apprehenfive 
alfo,  that  thofe  noble  Lords  who,  under  the  title  of  Lords  Jullices  of 
England,  lately  exercifed  the  royal  authority,  will  confirm  his  Majefly 
that  it  will  be  a  diminution  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  make 
the  council  co-ordinate  in  the  power  of  vifitation  with  the  King’s  govern 
nor. — — -For  my  own  part  1  have  a  very  great  refpeft  for  the  King’s 
prerogative,  but  I  could  wifh  a  way  were  found  to  fee  n  re  the  flatutes 
or  privileges  of  Harvard  college  againfl  the  capricious  humour  of  fu¬ 
ture  governors,  who,  out  of  prejudice  to  the  way  of  worlhip  ufed 
there,  or  for  fome  finifler  ends,  may  be  vexatious  to  the  college. 
There  is  great  difference  between  the  exerci'e  of  the  prerogative  in 
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1651  court  of  afiiftants,  and  being  authorized  by  them  and 
lworn  before  them,  or  before  the  governor,  they  or  any 
,  ^ve  °f  them,  or  any  three,  together  with  one  magiftrate, 

might 


England  and  in  thefe  remote  parts  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions.  There, 
the  fubjeft,  whenever  that  exercife  is  abufed,  has  the  King,  the  foun- 
tain  of  juftice,  near  at  hand  to  recur  to  for  redrefs.  In  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  governors,  I  fear  by  what  I  have  difcovered  fince  my  being  in 
America,  are  made  bold  and  prefumptuous  in  breaking  the  laws  and 
governing  arbitrarily,  out  of  conceit  that  their  being  fo  far  from  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  the  government  of  England  will  be  a  fure  caufe  of  im¬ 
punity  to  them.  1  herefore  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  mufl  in  judg¬ 
ment  and  confidence  declare  for  a  qualification  of  the  power  of  a  go¬ 
vernor  in  the  cafe  of  the  vifitation  of  Harvard  college,  but  what  that 
qualification  fhould  be,  I  muft  leave  to  his  Majefty’s  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  to  determine. 

I  am. 

Sir,  your  moll  humble  fervant, 
Bellamont.” 

To  the  Honourable 
Wm.  Stoughton,  Efq;  Sc c. 


During  thefe  attempts,  until  advice  of  the  refpedtive  a&s  being  dif- 
allowed,  the  college  was  governed  conformable  to  them.  While  no 
a&s  were  in  force,  temporary  orders  palfed  the  general  court  from 
time  to  time,  impowering  fuch  perfons  to  adt  as  a  corporation  as  were 
therein  named.  But  in  1707,  all  profpedt  of  a  new  foundation  being 
gone,  it  was  thought  proper  to  refort  to  the  old,  and  the  charter  of 
1650  hath  been  conformed  to  ever  fince.  The  feveral  heads  of  the 
college,  from  its  firft  eftablifhment  to  this  day,  have  been  as  follows. 
Mr.  Eaton,  appointed  in  1638,  continued  until  1640,  when  Mr. 
Henry  Dunftar  was  appointed,  who  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Charles 
Chauncy  in  1644,  who  continued  until  1671.  Dodtor  Leonard  Hoar 
fucceeded  Mr.  Chauncy.  Douglafs  fays,  Mr.  Hoar  was  a  dodtor  of 
phyfick  from  Cambridge  in  Old  England.  He  was  educated  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  New  England,  and  took  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  1650,  went 
over  to  England  in  November  1653,  was  made  a  doctor  at  Cambridge, 
and  returned  not  long  before  he  was  eledted  July  30,  1672.  The 
fludents  were  too  much  indulged  in  their  prejudices  againft  him,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  refign  March  1  3,  1674-5.  His  wife  was  daughter 
to  Lord  Lille.  Mr.  Urian  Oakes,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  was  his 
fuccelfor,  and  continued  from  April  7,  1675,  until  his  death  in  1681. 
Mr.  Mather  was  chofen  by  the  corporation  and  confirmed  by  the 
overfeers,  and  moderated  at  the  makers  deputations,  and  conferred 
the  degrees  at  the  commencement  in  1681  ;  but  his  church  in  Bofton 
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might  hear  and  determine  all  civil  a&ions,  not  exceed-  1651 
ing  ten  pounds  in  value,  and  all  criminal  aftions  where 
the  penalty  or  fine  fiiould  not  exceed  forty  (hilling?, 
the  parties  being  fuch  as  were  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
neck  or  Noddle’s  ifland,  or  fuch  as  did  not  belong  to 
the  jurifdiftion  ;  and  the  county  court  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  fuch  a6tions.  This  law  was  made 
for  one  year,  for  trial.  I  do  mot  find  that  it  was  re¬ 
vived  *. 


The 


being  unwilling  to  part  with  him,  on  April  20th  1682,  Mr.  John 
Rogers  was  chofen  and  confirmed,  but  died  in  1684,  being  fuddenly 
feized  the  morning  of  commencement,  July  iff,  and  dying  the  next 
day.  Mr.  William  Hubbard  of  Ipfwick  moderated  at  the  publick 
exercifes.  Mr.  Mathers  fucceeded  Mr.  Rogers,  and  continued  at  the 
head  of  the  college  until  Sept.  6,  1701.  Mr,  Samuel  Willard,  by  or¬ 
der  of  court,  officiated  feveral  years  as  vice-prefident,  no  prefident  be- 
ing  appointed  inftead  of  Mr.  Mather,  until  Mr.  John  Leveret  was  by 
the  governor,  at  the  head  of  the  overfeers,  declared  prefident  Ja¬ 
nuary  14,  1707,  and  the  college  was  put  under  his  care,  “  agreeable 
to  the  choice  of  the  fellows  of  the  houfe,  approbation  of  the  over¬ 
feers,  and  votes  of  the  council  and  affembly  in  their  laft  preceding 
feffion.  The  governor  diredting  him  to  govern  that  houfe  and  the 
fcholars  there  with  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen  and  obedience  to  her  Majefty’s  laws.”  Mr.  Leveret  continued 
in  the  prefidentffiip  until  his  death  in  1724.  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadf- 
worth,  a  minifter  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Bofton  fucceeded  him.  Fie 
died  in  1737,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Lloiyoke,  who  continues  in 
the  prefidentftiip  at  this  time. 

*  Not  only  the  town  of  Bofton,  but  every  town  in  the  old  colony, 
were  to  many  purpofes  a  corporate  body  ;  they  might  fue  and  be  fued, 
might  chufe  their  own  officers  for  managing  what  was  called  the  pru¬ 
dential  affairs  of  the  town,  and  the  feleclmen  were  judges  of  the  breach 
of  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the  penalty  of  which  could  not  exceed 
twenty  fhillings.  Under  the  new  charter,  the  feledtmen  have  no  ju¬ 
diciary  power.  They  ft  ill  are  faid  to-  manage  the  prudential  affairs. 
What  is  intended  by  the  word  prudential,  when  thus  appropriated,  is 
not  very  eafy  to  determine.  Be  it  what  it  may,  all  other  town  affairs 
are  determined  in  a  general  town  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
inconveniency  that  muff:  arife  from  fuch  a  confutation,  where  a  town 
confifts  of  a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred  voters,  are  too  many  to  be 
enumerated,  and  too  obvious  to  need  it.  There  was  a  difpofuion, 
fifty  years  ago,  in  moft  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  be 
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1651  The  committee  for  the  ftate  in  England  having  im¬ 
parted  their  mind  to  Mr.  Winflow,  the  agent  for  the 
colony,  refperting  the  government  of  the  ftveral  jurif- 
diclions  in  New-England,  he  acquainted  Mr.  Dudley 
therewith  and  that  an  anfwer  was  experted.  In  confequence 
of  this  advice,  the  court,  at  the  feffions  laft  mentioned, 
agreed  upon  a  petition  to  the  parliament  and  another  to 
Cromwell,  then  general  of  the  parliament  forces  in  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.  7  he  addrefs  and  letters  are  preferved.  By 

Mr.  Window’s  letter  it  appears,  that  it  was  experted 
that  all  procefles  in  the  colony  fhould  be  in  the  name  of 
the  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England,  or  that  there 
fhould  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  powers  then  in  be¬ 
ing  by  a  renewal  of  the  patent.  It  is  certain,  neither  of 
the  two  ways  propofed  were  complied  with. 

1  ^or^Ci.  had  made  attempts,  for  many 
years,  to  fettle  the  province  of  Main,  but  to  little  purpofe. 
He  was  a  zealous  royalifl,  and  neither  henorhisdefcendants, 
who  were  in  the  fame  intereft,  could  expert  any  favour 
fiom  the  parliament.  7  he  colony  feems  to  have  been  de- 
ferted  by  the  proprietors,  and  in  the  year  1 65  r  the  people 
were  in  confufion,  and  the  authority  of  the  government  was 
at  an  end.  In  16.41,  a  charter  had  been  granted  by  Sir  Fer- 
dinando  to  Acamenticus  (York)  making  it  a  corporation, 
confifting  of  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen  and  a  recorder.  His 
coufin  I  homas  Gorges  was  the firft  mayor.  Helivedabout 
Laii  a  mile  above  what  is  called  7  rafton’s  ferry  near 
Gorges  point.  The  cellar  of  the  houfe  he  dwelt  in  re¬ 
mains  to  this  day.  He  went  to  England  in  1643.  The 
people  of  York  fay,  that  he  returned  and  died  there. 4  If 


made  a  corporation.  A  plan  was  formed  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
the  general  court  of  the  province,  which  by  the  charter  is  im- 
povveied  to  make  corporations.  When  the  heads  of  it  were  pre- 
fented  at  a  town-meeting,  a  demagogue  called  out,  “  It  is  a  whelp 
now,  it  will  be  a  lion  by  and  by,  knock  it  in  the  head.  Mr.  Mode¬ 
rator  put  the  queflionT  The  people  we  e  prepared,  and  it  was  re- 
jetted  by  a  great  majority.  Same  of  the  bed  men  in  the  town,  de¬ 
spairing  ot  doing  any  fervice,  would  never  be  prefent  in  a  town-meet¬ 
ing  afterwai  ds. 

fo, 
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fo,  it  muft  have  been  before  1651,  or  fome  mention  would  1651 
have  been  made  of  him.  The  Maflachufcts,  who,  as  hath 
been  obferved,  claimed  the  province  of  Main  as  within  the 
bounds  of  their  charter,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  con- 
fufions  there,  and  encouraged  the  diipofition  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to  their  jurif- 
di£tion,and  in  1651  they  appointed  Mr.  Bradftreet,  Major 
Denifon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn  to  treat  with  the  gentlemen 
of  that  province  about  the  furrender  thereof  as  in  their 
belt  judgment  and  difcretion  fhould  feem  meet.  The  next 
year,  1652,  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  others  were  fentcommif-  1652 
fioners  to  fummon  the  inhabitants  of  Kittery  to  come  in 
and  own  their  fubje&ion  to  the  Maflachuiets,  as  of  right 
belonging  to  them.  The  inhabitants  accordingly  aflembled 
Nov.  1 6,  and  agreed  to  fubmit,  and  about  forty  inhabitants 
fubfcribed  an  in  ft  rumen  t  of  fubmifiion.  The  like  was 
done  at  Acamenticus  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month,  and  foon 
after  at  Wells,  Saco,  and  Cape  Porpoife.  To  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  all  thefe  plantations  larger  privileges  were  granted 
than  to  thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Maflachuiets  go¬ 
vernment,  for  they  were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath, 
whereas  every  where  elfe  none  could  be  made  free  unlels 
he  was  a  church  member.  The  province  was  made  a 
county,  by  the  name  of  Yorkfhire.  The  towns  from  that 
time  fent  their  deputies  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton*. 

The  trade  of  the  province  increafing,  efpecially  with 
the  Weft-Indies,  where  the  bucaneers  or  pirates  at  this 
time  were  numerous  •,  and  part  of  the  wealth  which  they 
took  from  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  what  was  produced  by 
the  trade,  being  brought  to  New-England  in  bullion, 
it  was  thought  neceflary  for  preventing  fraud  in  money  to 

*  This  regulation  of  the  province  of  Main,  although  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confent  to  it,  yet  it  appears  by 
the  records,  which  are  Hill  preferved  in  the  regillry  of  the  county  of 
York,  that  great  oppolition  was  made  to  it  by  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  perfons  ;  and  the  government  of  the  MafTachufets  was  feverely  re¬ 
proached  by  them,  for  ufing  violent  compulfory  means  in  order  to 
reduce  the  province.  They  continued  united  to  the  Maflachufets 
until  1665,  when  by  King  Charles’s  commifiioners  they  were  fepa- 
rateid  for  a  (hort  time,  as  will  hereafter  be  obferved. 
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1652  ereft:  a  mint  for  coining  (hillings,  fix-pences  and  three¬ 
pences,  with  no  other  impreffion  at  firfl  than  N  E  on 
the  one  ode,  and  XII.  VI.  or  III.  on  the  other  *,  but  in 
October  1651,  the  court  ordered,  that  all  pieces  of  mo¬ 
ney  fhould  have  a  double  ring  with  this  infcription,  IVI  as- 
sachusets,  and  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  one  fide,  and 
New-England  and  the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the 
other  fide  *.  At  the  fame  feffions,  a  committee  or  coun¬ 
cil  of  trade  was  appointed  after  the  example,  as  ex- 
preffed  in  the  order  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

Tne  firfl:  money  being  ftruck  in  1652,  the  fame  date  was  conti¬ 
nued  upon  all  that  was  ftruck  for  30  years  after,  and  although  there 
are  a  great  variety  of  dies,  it  cannot  now  be  determined  in  what  years 
the  pieces  were  coined.  No  other  colony  ever  prefumed  to  coin  any 
metal  into  money.  It  muft  be  confider ed,  that  at  this  time  there  was 
no  King  in  jfrael.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  parliament,  nor 
by  Cromwell,  and  having  been  thus  indulged,  there  was  a  tacit  allow¬ 
ance  of  it  afterwards  even  by  King  Charles  the  fecond,  for  more  than 
twenty  years;  and  although  it  was  made  one  of  the  charges  a^ainll 
the  colony,  when  the  charter  was  called  in  queftion,  yet  no  great 
ftrefs  was  laid  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  have  been  fo  beneficial,  that, 
during  bir  Edmund  Andiofss  admmiftration,  endeavours  were  uled 
to  obtain  leave  for  continuing  it,  and  the  objections  againft  it  leem  not 
to  have  proceeded  from  its  being  an  encroachment  upon  the  prero¬ 
gative,  for  the  motion  was  referred  to  the  mafter  of  the  mint,  and  the 
report  againft  it  was  upon  mere  prudential  confiderations.  It  is  certain 
that  great  care  was  taken  to  preferve  the  purity  of  the  coin,  I  don’t 
find,  notwithftanding,  that  it  obtained  a  currency  any  where,  otherwife 
than  as  bullion,  except  in  the  New-England  colonies.  A  very  large 
Km  ,T'  as  cornea.  *  he  mint  mafter,  John  Hull,  raifed  a  large  fortune 
Com  it.  ^  He  was  to  coin  the  money,  of  the  juft  allay  of  the  then  new 
fieri  ing  Englifh  money,  and  for  all  charges  which  fhould  attend 'melt¬ 
ing,  itfining  and  coining,  he  was  to  be  allowed  to  take  fifteen  pence  out 
of  e  very  twenty  findings.  The  court  were  afterwards  fenfible,  that 
this  was  too  advantageous  a  contradl,  and  Mr.  Hull  was  offered  a  fum 
of  money  by  the  court,  to  releafe  them  from  it,  but  he  refufed  to  do  it. 
He  left  a  large  perfonal  eftate  and  one  of  the  beft  real  eftates  in  the 
country,  Samuel  Sewall,  who  married  his  only  daughter,  received 
with  her  as  commonly  reported,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  New- 
England  findings.  “  He  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  woman,  but  dutiful 
to  and  tender  of  his  mother,  which  Mr.  Wjlfon,  his  rainifter,  ob¬ 
serving,  pronounced  that  God  would  blefs  him,  and  although  he  was 

poor,  yet  he  ftiould  raife  a  great  eftate.”  ( Magnalia ./ 

* 
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who  were  to  meet  at  Bofton  or  Charleftown  to  receive  165a 
propofals  for  promoting  trade,  but  nothing  came  from 

this  attempt^. 

In  Oftober  1651,  hoftilities  beg^n  between  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  in  Europe.  The  Dutch  colony  at  Manhados 
was  in  too  feeble  a  date,  openly  to  annoy  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  their  neighbours,  and  therefore  defired  to  prefefve 
peace  in  America.  The  Englifh  colonies  carried  on  an 
advantageous  trade  with  the  Dutch,  and  were  xor  that 
reafon  willing  to  continue  friendfhip,  and  a  correspondence 
was  kept  up  between  the  fubjedts  of  the  two  nations. 

In  an  addrefs  from  the  general  court  to  Cromwe  i,  they 
confider  themfelves  as  at  liberty  to  continue  in  peace 
with  the  Dutch,  and  fuppofe  their  own  ad  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  bring  them  into  a  ftate  of  war,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  two  nations  were  at  war  in  Europe*.  But 
in  1653,  information  was  given  by  the  Indians  fromfeveral  1653 
quarters,  that  the  Dutch  governor  was  privately  foliciting 
them  to  a  general  confederacy,  in  order  totally  to  extirpate 


f  Maffa.  Records .  .  ’  .  .  r  .  ,  r 

One  Hugh  Parfons  of  Springfield,  was  tried  in  1652  for  witchcraft, 

and  found  guilty  by  the  jury.  The  magiilrates  refufed  to  confent  to 
the  verdict,  and  the  cafe  as  the  law  provided,  came  to  the  general  court, 
who  determined  that  he  was  not  legally  guilty  of  witchcraft. 

Mr.  Cotton,  the  celebrated  minifter  of  the  church  ot  Bolton  and 
the  patriarch  of  New-England,  died  Dec.  23d  1652,  in  the  68th  year 
of  his  age.  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  this  character  of  him.  “  His  excel- 
“  lent  learning  and  profound  judgment,  eminent  gravity,  chrillian 
6i  candour  and  fvveet  temper  of  fpirit,  whereby  he  could  very  placidly 
il  bear  thole  who  differed  from  him  in  their  apprenenlions,  made  him 
moll  defired  whil ft  he  was  among!!  them,  and  the  more  lamented 
when  he  was  removed  from  hence.  So  equal  a  contention  be¬ 
tween  learning  and  meeknefs,  magnanimity  and  humility,  is  fel- 
dom  feen  in  any  one  perfon.”  Upon  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his 
fon  to  burn  all  his  papers  relative  to  the  religious  dilputes  began  in  the 
time  of  Sir  Henry  Vane’s  year.  He  had  bundled  them  all  up,  with 
an  intention  to  do  it  himfelf,  but  death  prevented  his  going  into  his 
lludy  for  that  purpofe.  His  fon,  loth  to  deftroy  what  appeared  to  him 
valuable,  made  a  cafe  of  confidence  to  Mr.  Norton  whether  he  was 
bound  to  comply.  Mr.  Norton  determined  againfl  the  papers.  (MS 
Letters.)  Mr.  Cotton’s  life  was  publilhed  by  his  fuccelfor  Mr.  Norton, 
and  afterwards  by  his  grandfon  Dr.  Cotton  Mather. 

*  Appendix.  , 
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1653  aheJeSafF'  Tl^e  maTacie  at  Amboyna  was  then  but 
thernlnn-  '  /  al~™  W3S  ^P^  through 

thecolon.es.  An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  com- 

”  oMeve  T  C3lled  at' B°fton’  APriI  J9’  “  to  con  fid  er 
“  rl '  riamours  and  reports  gathered  from  the  In- 

«  j""5  and  otJhefLrs’  that  the  Dutch  had  plotted  with  the 

Tj,p  T|’  at!-d  rr^d  them  UP  to  cut  off  the  Englifh.” 
Ti  e  refuit  of  this  firft  meeting  was,  that  although  the 

ev  de„ee  was  fo  ftrong,  as  that  fome  of  the  commiffio- 

£  mnfl-  “d  U,P°n  \  t0  be  ful1  Pr0of’  Vet  they  thought 
nor-  .  expedient  the  Dutch  governor  (houid  have  op- 

rnnnT^f01  n’aklng  anfwer  i  but  before  any  meffage 

afl  whW,fhntl  ’tterS  WCre  reCdved  fr0m  him>  denying 
ail  which  the  Inmans  or  any  others  had  charged  him  with, 

timnnies"8  ^  §ilBl  wouid  8ive  creait  to  Indian  tef- 

t  menus,  ana  offering  ro  come  or  fend,  or  to  make  an- 

wer  to  any  deputies  which  might  be  fent  thither.  It 
was  thought  proper  to  fend  agents  to  him,  viz.  Francis 
Newman,  an  affiftant  of  New-Haven,  John  Leveret 
(afterwards  governor  of  the  Maflachufets)  and  William 
Davis ;  and  in  a  letter,  fent  by  them  from  the  com- 
miffioners,  the  governor  was  told,  “  that  he  had  made 
uie  o,  Indian  teftimomes  againft  New-Haven  in  a  cafe 
of  and,  that  Lent  his  predeceffor  had  done  it  in  a  cafe 
of  life,  and  that  a  Dutch  governor  and  council  at  Am¬ 
boyna  had  made  a  bloody  ufe  of  the  Japonefes  con- 
feffion  (though  extorted  by  torture)  againft  Capt.  Tow- 
erion  and  the  Enghfh  Chriftians  there."  The  com- 
miftioners  demanded  fatisfa&ion  for  part  injuries  and  fe- 

,1-i/m  1  ,  •  .  .  ^  agents  were  gone, 

.  .  y  (jet^rrril,ncd  wbat  number  of  men  fhould  be  raifed, 

_  ^od  in°uld  caj!  them  to  war  againft  the  Dutch,  viz. 
500  ,  an  appointed  Capt.  Leveret  the  commanding 
cx  icer,  unlefs  the  Maffachufets  ftrould  have  fome  weio-htv 
objedtion  againft  him.  Notwithftanding  the  offers  made 
by  the  Dutch  governor  in  his  letter,  he  refufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  examination  into  the  affair  by  the  agents  or 

*  jyiaflachu/ets  333,  Plimouth  60,  Connecticut  6 j,  New-Haven  42. 
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commiffioners,  any  further  than  a  committee  of  his  own  i 
council  fhould  concur  with  them.  They  took  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  Indians  and  others,  and  returned  to  Bofton. 
But  however  ftrong  proofs  there  were,  the  commif¬ 
fioners  were  divided  in  opinion,  and  a  conference  was 
had  before  the  Maffachufets  general  court  and  many  of 
the  elders.  A  ftate  of  the  cafe  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Eaton 
on  the  one  fide,  and  another  by  Mr.  Denilon  on  the 
other,  and  the  elders  *  were  defired  to  draw  up  their  opi¬ 
nion,  which  was,  ct  That  the  proofs  and  prefumptions 
of  the  execrable  plot,  tending  to  deftruftion  of  fo  many 
of  the  dear  faints  of  God,  imputed  to  the  Dutch  gover¬ 
nor  and  the  fifcal,  were  of  fuch  weight  as  to  induce  them 
to  believe  the  reality  of  it ;  yet  they  were  not  fo  fully 
conclufive,  as  to  clear  up  a  prefent  proceeding  to  war  be¬ 
fore  the  world,  and  to  bear  up  their  hearts  with  that  ful- 
nefs  of  perfuafion,  which  was  meet,  in  commending  the 
cafe  to  God  in  prayer  and  to  the  people  in  exhortations, 
and  that  it  would  be  fafeft  for  the  colonies,  to  forbear  the 
ule  of  the  fword  ;  but  adviled  to  be  in  a  pofture  of  de¬ 
fence  and  readinefs  for  aftion,  until  the  mind  of  God 
fhould  be  more  clearly  known,  either  for  a  fettled  peace 
or  more  manifeft  grounds  of  war.’’  The  deputies,  by 
their  vote,  expreflfed  a  concurrence  in  fentiments  with  the 
elders.  On  the  26th  of  May,  letters  were  received  from 
Hartford  and  New-Haven,  advifing  that  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernor  was  endeavouring,  by  prefents  and  other  methods, 
to  engage  the  Mohawks  and  the  Indians  between  Hud- 
fon’s  river  and  Delaware  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh.  A 
meflenger  arrived  the  fame  day  from  Manhados,  with  a 
long  letter  from  the  Dutch  governor,  complaining  of  en¬ 
croachments  and  other  grievances  from  the  Englifh,  and 
exculpating  himfelf  in  general  terms  from  any  plots  or 
defigns  againft  them.  The  commiffioners  required  fur¬ 
ther  fatisfadlion  and  fecurity  from  him.  Mr.  Norice, 

*  The  elders  continued  to  be  confuted  in  every  affair  of  importance 
as  long  as  the  charter  continued.  The  {hare  they  had  in  temporal 
affairs  added  to  the  weight  they  had  acquired  from  their  fpiritual  em¬ 
ployments,  and  they  were  in  high  dteem, 
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653  Svp  f  the  Cfurc,1„a£  Salem>  “  in  the  name  of  many 
mimn  ■  artf.  there%  prcfented  their  fenfe  to  the  com- 

felves  were^ir^K^r1  W3r>  3nd  tbe  commiffioners  them- 
one  ofT  M  /,thr  fame  ncind»  excepc  Mr.  Eradftreet, 
the  i  hl  a  jchl)fet;  commiffioners ;  Mr.  Hawthorne, 

but  (-h^r’r?011111^  WK  1  tl0!e  °*  tbe  tbree  other  colonies; 

L  t  n  'iv  PH?CCC  nS  1  WerS  inrerrupted  b*  a  declaration 
lent  .n  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maffachufets  «  thar 

am-eT'Ihn  U  ('ftbe  commiftioners  though  they  fhould 
•  g  ee>  fnould  bind  the  general  court  to  join  in  an  of- 

bTuniuft”  Tl'Chlfhrild-aPpear  C°  fuch  general  courc  to 
Ltvveen  thp  M  m  1  rrat,0n  °CCa(ioned  ^ch  altercations 

fionm  ofhrh^!fffaChU|fetS  §',neral  C0Urt  and  lhe  commif- 
lj  °f  three  other  colonies  at  the  next  meecino-  as 

t  reatned  a  diffolution  of  the  confederacy,  which  feetrm 

Z0"  ?iS  OCCafir  alf°’  t0  have  b«n  Prevented  only  £ 
the  jnfenority  of  the  reft  to  the  Maffachufets  and  ftieir 

onrab‘  lty  j0,ftand  a,one;  .Where  ftates  in  alliance  are 
o  eatiy  difproportioned  in  ftrength  and  importance 
power  often  prevails  over  right.  \he  government  of 
New-Haven  were  fo  fenfible  of  their  danger,  that  they 
fent  them  agents  to  England,  to  make  a  reprefeotation 

of  m  to  Cromwell  who  ordered  three  or  four  /hips  with 
a  f mall  number  01  forces  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch 
and  recommended  to  the  Maffachufets  colony  to  afford 
tneir  affiftance.  1  he  fhips  were  delayed,  and  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  at  Bofton  until  the  latter  end  of  May  or  beginning 
of  June  1654.  The  governor  called  the  affemblyt 

»r,1ICr  1tinet'.tbe  of  June,  and  immediately  came  into 
the  following  refolution  :  “  The  general  court  having 

received  and  perufed  a  letter  from  his  Highnefs  the 
Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  full  of  greatand  favourable  refpeft 
to  this  colony,  which  they  defire  to  keep  in  grateful 
remembi  ance,  and  (hail  be  ready  at  all  times,  wherein 
they  may  with  fafety  to  the  liberty  of  their  confciences, 
pubhck  peace  and  welfare,  to  their  utmoft  to  attend 
to  his  Highnefs’s  pleafure.  This  court  therefore  de¬ 
clares,  that  though  they  underftand  that  the  colony  is 
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4<  not  in  fuch  a  capacity  as  may  be  apprehended  to  fend  1653 
*f  forth  fuch  numbers  of  men  as  might  vigoroufly  affift 
in  that  undertaking,  yet  do  freely  conient  and  give 
liberty  to  his  Highnefs’s  eommiffioners,  Major  Robert 
Sedgewickf  and  Capt.  John  Leveret,  to  raife  within 
our  jurifdiftion  the  number  of  five  hundred  volunteers 
to  affift  them  in  their  enterprize  againrt  the  Dutch, 
provided  the  perfons  might  be  free  from  ega  J  en 
-  elements.”  The  fhips  had  a  very  long  palfage,  fo 
that  the  news  of  the  peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  was 
figned  the  5th  of  April,  prevented  their  proceeding. 

This  occafioned  the  commander  in  chief  to  turn  his 
forces,  together  with  thofe  raifed  in  tne  Malfachufets, 
another  way,  and  to  diflodge  the  French  from  eno 
foot,  St.  John’s,  &c.  where  they  met  with  no  great  re- 
fiftance.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this  was  done  with- 
out  inftruftions  from  Cromwell  §.  It  was  a  time  of  peace 
between  the  two  nations,  but  the  Englifh  had  good  rig  t 
to  the  country,  and  the  complaints  of  the  trench  in  ini- 
rope  could  not  prevail  upon  Cromwell  to  give  it  up 
again*.  The  peace  with  the  Dutch,  together  with  1654 
u  the  hopeful  eftablifhment  of  government  in  Englanc, 
occafioned  a  publick  thankfgiving  in  the  Malfachufets 


t  Sedgevvick  had  been  of  the  artillery  company  in  London,  after¬ 
wards  lived  at  Charleftown  in  New-England,  and  was  the  firft  mihtary 
officer  there,  and  in  great  repute.  I  fuppofe  he  died  in  Eng, and. 
There  were  feveral  perfons  defeended  from  him,  living  in  England  a 

XBy  legal  engagements  muft  be  intended  apprenticefhip  and  other 

fervitude,  as  well  as  proceiTes  from  courts,  &c.  ....  , 

§  The  report  in  New-England  was,  that  Sedgewick  had  only  ver¬ 
bal  inftruftions  from  fome  of  Oliver’s  fea  commanders,  and  that  this 
was  the  reafon  the  country  was  fo  eafily  given  up  at  the  treaty  ot 

Breda.  Hubbard.  ' .  ,  , 

*  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor,  died  July  3 1  ft  1653,  in  the  77m 

year  of  his  age,  greatly  lamented,  being  a  principal  founder  ol  the 
colony,  and  having  recommended  himfelf  by  great  firmnefs  and  n  e- 
lity  in  the  difeharge  of  his  trull ;  having  never  been  out  of  the  ma- 
giftracy,  and  generally  either  governor  or  deputy  governor.  He  was 
zealous,  beyond  meafure,  againft  all  forts  of  heieticks.  1 1  e 
eleaion  for  1654,  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  governor  in  Mr. 
EJudley’s  Head,  Mr*,  Bellingham  being  chofen  governor. 
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L,bg  trade  w  ”h  t;"  D  teh  Pl®d  ‘hc  “  W  Proht- 

the  Dutch  S*  4!  7S  reM«?-  Scuyvefanr, 

himfeif  very  artfully^'' Ne^flaver^ and  c'°nS  5?n£^lll^e^ 

in  CrovX  He  mS,  he  T.  immrfiaKl!'  <W<- 

Xdmttf  “h  ni'Si?d  * 

fuenddripW ;hat  t;sl0;y. 

ztizir  ;ith  Mr-  Wmt"r°^  .fchMgh 

Six  Nations  v^f  t0  propofa,s  tor  a  Joint  trade  with  the 
chufe-s  3 XI  ,  bA  encouraSeci  trade  beween  the  Malfa- 

fetedec^i ti°S’ and’  What  was  m°pe,  he,  as  well  as 

nis  predecdfor  Kieft,  made  great  pretences  to  relipion 

tfeufandN en°H  m3n'  Plimout^  fe!I  in  with  cinnec- 

dor  S  tro Tft  3  n0’  ut  ?e  Maflachofets  muft  have 
C.  r  '  ’  ,{  t  u  Tu;ch  had  committed  any  hoftilities 
ocuy  vefant  redrained  his  own  people,  but  at  the  fame  time 

The  N  enC°Urraged  thC  Indians  t0  fa!i  uPon  the  Enghfh.  • 
I  he  Naraganfets  were  numerous,  theMaquas,  orSixNa- 

ST:,TC  l0r  ,  ,A  genenJ  Uni0n  *  'he  Indians, 
cm  it  was  fup po fed  he  was  endeavouring,  muft  have 

mivJ  hC  rU'n  °-'  !St.a8l*hc*"i'»  and*  although  it 

.1®,.-  'T  whtn  tht>’  hstl  ricl  iliemfelvcs  of 

the  tng.ifh,  the  Dutch  would  be  in  danger  of  the  fame 

'  ar'’’  y,p  thiS  wss  lhe  ,edft  and  mod  remote  danger  of  the 
two.  They  were  conftantly  in  fear  of  theEnglifh.  Them 

right  to  any  part  of  the  country  had  never  been  allowed 
in  England.  They  were  often  threatened  bv  the  colo¬ 
nies  in  America  as  the  Dutch  governors  mention  in 

,t!FetSiK!frr?MS  t0  WinthropAhat‘fomeof 
the  Eng  lift  had  Paid  publickly,’  “  that  their  countrymen 

w.re  fools  to  fufftr  the  Dutch  to  live  there  in  the  centre.” 

The  Maflachufets  complied  with  Cromwell’s  pronolil 

to  extirpate  the  Dutch,  notwirhftanding  their  former  feru- 

ples  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  it.  There  muft  have  been  fome 

otner  realons,  no  doubt  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  which 

can  fed  them  to  be  fo  backward  in  joining  with  the  other 

colonies.  They  did  not  for  fee  what  has  fince  happened, 

that 
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that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  colonies  of  different  na-  1654 
tions  would'one  time  or  other  engage  the  powers  in  Eu¬ 
rope  in  their  refpe&be  defence  and  annoyance.  Without 
this,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  either  Dutch  or 
French.  They  were  ten  times  as  numerous  as  both,  and 
continually  increafing  in  much  greater  proportion  than 
either  ol  the  other,  whofe  prefent  or  future  interior  force 

could  caufe  no  great  apprehenfions. 

Whilst  thefe  difputes  with  the  Dutch  were  depend¬ 
ing,  the  Naraganfet  Indians  made  attacks  upon  the  Indians 
of  Long-Eland  who  were  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
Englifhr  This,  together  with  the  conspiracy  which  Ni- 
nigrate  the  Naraganfet  fachem  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  with 
the  Dutch  governor,  the  cornmiffioners  of  the  Englifli 
colonies  (all  but  Mr.  Bradftreet)  thought  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  making  war  againft  the  Indians,  and  came 
to  a  refolution  in  1653,  that  250  men  fhould  be  forth¬ 
with  railed  in  the  leveral  colonies,  but  the  IVIafiachufets 
general  court  refufed  to  raife  their  quota.  I  he  hoftili- 
ties  between  the  Indians  continuing  until  1654*  many 
upland  Indians,  as  they  were  called,  viz.  Wampanoags, 
Pocanoticks  *,  &c.  being  collected  together,  the  com- 
miffioners  fent  a  meffenger  to  Ninigrate,  who  foon  re¬ 
turned  with  the  following  anfwer,  which  is  here  inferred 
to  fhew  the  authority  the  Englifh  affumed  at  that  time 
over  the  Indians,  and  the  lenfe  they  ft  ill  retained  ol  their 
independancy. 

“  Jonathan  Gilbert  returned  18  Sept.  1654,  and 
“  brought  Ninigrate’s  anfwer  in  the  words  following : 

46  Having  acquainted  him  that  the  cornmiffioners  were  met 
<c  at  Hartford,  and  that  they  had  perufed  the  letter  fent  to 
i(  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufets,  he  anfwered,  he  knew 
41  nothing  of  any  fuch  letter,  and  made  Grange  of  it. 

tc  Concerning  his  invading  the  Long-Wanders,  he 
“  anfwered;  Wherefore  fhould  he  acquaint  the  commif- 
“  fioners,  when  as  the  Long- Wanders  had  begun  with 
“  him  and  had  Gain  a  fachem’s  fon  and  fixty  others  of  his 
*c  men,  and  therefore  he  will  not  make  peace  with  the 

#  Afterwards  called  Philip’s  Indians. 

44  Long- 
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1654^  Long-Handers,  but  doth  defire  that  the  Englilh  will 

“  remieftK*  °nC’  3nd  thfr  the  CO!nmiffioners  would  not 

“  h^rr ^  Wh  l°i°  u  ,Hartford’  for  he  hath  done  no 
“  fnn  '  n  -a  :nou,r  he  ;!0  there?  If  your  governor’s 

«  rnLT  fdln’  u  f-eral  other  men’  would  y°u  a(k 

«  £°unfcJ  ofaM5er,  how  and  when  to  right  your- 

“  S'h  '  f;iadded>  chat  he  wouId  neither  go  nor  fend 
to  riartrord. 

9 

ti  *p0NCJERf,ING  the  upland  Indians,  his  anfwer  was, 
«  •  ^cre  1113  iriends  and  came  to  help  him 

■  «  afa'nft  the  Long-Iflanders,  which  had  killed  feveral 
of  his  men.  Wherefore  fiiould  he  acquaint  the  com- 
5C  m.ffioneu-s  with  it  he  did  but  right  his  own  quarrel, 
wmch  the  Long-Ifianders  began  with  him.” 

no-  a°N  therrecreiPt  of  this  anfwer,  the  commifiioners 
a  reed  to  raife  forthwith  270  foot  and  40  horfe  out  of 

he  leveral  colonies,  and  gave  a  commiffion  to  Major  Si¬ 
mon  Willard  to  command  them,  with  inftrudions  “to 
take  as  many  of  the  laid  forces  as  fiiould  be  at  the  place 
01  rendez  vous  by  the  13th  of  October,  and  to  march  with 
them  to  N migrate,  and  to  require  his  compliance  with 
the  demands  made  upon  him;  and,  if  he  refufed,  to  com¬ 
pel  him  to  it ;  and,  if  it  fiiould  be  neceflary,  to  fend  im- 
mediately  for  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  and  a  greater 
number  if  necefifary.”  Willard  marched  with  his  men 
into  the  Naraganfet  country.  Ninigrate  with  his  men  had 
ccured  themfelves  in  a  iwamp,  where  it  was  not  thought 
advileable  to  attack  them,  and  the  forces  returned  with 
no  other  fuccefs  than  the  bringing  off  a  number  of  the 
requods,  who  had  been  left  with  the  Naraganfets  by  the 
Lnghfii,  ever  fince  the  Pequod  war,  upon  the  promife  of 
an  annual  payment  for  each  head.  7 'he  commander  made 
it  a  part  of  his  excufe,  that  the  inftrudions  to  him  were 
equivocal.  But  the  commifiioners  were  offended  at  this 
proceeding,  and  charged  him  with  negledting  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  humbling  the  pride  of  Ninigrate,  which  fince 
the  return  of  the  forces  was  greatly  increafed  ;  and  left 
him  to  confider  what  fatisfadion  was  to  be  expedited 
from  him,  and  tnofe  of  his  council  who  joined  with 
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him  *.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Major  Willard  was  a  1654 
Maffachufets  man,  and  although  that  colony  had  fo  far 
complied  with  the  reft  as  to  join  in  fending  out  the  forces, 
yet  they  ftill  were  defirous  of  avoiding  an  open  war. 

This  was  the  fecond  time  of  their  preventing  a  general 
war,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  fix  of  the  commiftioners 
of  the  other  colonies  f. 

The  mod  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  colony,  in  the  1655 
year  1655,  was  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Hibbins  for  witchcraft.  Her  hufband,  who  died  in  the 
year  1654,  was  an  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  feveral 
years  one  of  the  afiiftants,  and  a  merchant  of  note  in  the 
town  of  Bofton ;  but  Ioffes  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
had  reduced  his  eftate,  and  increaied  the  natural  crabbed- 
nefs  of  his  wife’s  temper,  which  made  her  turbulent  and 
quarrelfome,  and  brought  her  under  church  cenfures,  and 
at  length  rendered  her  fo  odious  to  her  neighbours  as  to 
caufe  fome  of  them  to  accufe  her  of  witchcraft.  The  jury 
brought  her  in  guilty,  but  the  magiftrates  refufed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  verdid;  fo  the  caufe  came  to  the  general  court, 
where  the  popular  clamour  prevailed  againft  her,  and  the 
miferable  old  woman  was  condemned  and  executed. 
Search  was  made  upon  her  body  for  tetts,  and  in  her 
chefts  and  boxes,  for  puppets,  images,  &c.  but  there  is 
no  record  of  any  thing  of  that  fort  being  found.  Mr. 

*  Records  of  united  colonies. 

f  Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  who  had  been  feveral  years  governor  of 
Plimouth  colony,  died  May  8,  1655,  on  board  the  fleet  which  was 
fent  againft  Hifpaniola.  He  was  fent  to  England  agent  for  the  Ms-f- 
fachufets.  He  attained  to  fuch  favour,  as  to  be  made  one  of  Crom¬ 
well's  grand  commiftioners  in  the  expedition.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  beft  family  of  any  of  the  Plimouth  planters,  his  father  Edward 
Winflow,  Efq;  being  a  perfon  of  fome  figure  at  Draughtwich  in  Wor- 
cefterfhire.  An  elegy,  occafioned  by  his  death,  has  much  of  the  fpi- 
rit  of  Thomas  Saffirfts  epitaph,  which  I  remember  to  have  read  in 
Stepney  church  yard. 

The  eighth  of  May,  weft  from  ’Spaniola’s  fhore 
God  took  from  us  our  grand  commiftioner, 

Winflow  by  name,  a  man  in  chiefeft  truft, 

Whofe  life  was  fweet  and  converlation  juft, 

Whofe  parts  and  wifdom  moft  men’s  did  excel], 

An  honour  to  his  place,  as  all  can  tell. 
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,S8  the  history  of 

Y  “  D°ftor  ,n‘ 

1  hay  fomelimes  ’told  you  your^m™^ 

“  rh  <1  ^faid  at  his  own  table  before  Mr.  Wilfon 
«  ^  P,aft?r’  elder  Pfnn>  myfclf,  and  wife,  &c.  who 

«  a  n  1  h°n0Ur  t0  Tbe  hlS  gUdb’  That  one  of  your  ma- 
rates  wives,  as  I  remember,  was  hanged  for  a  witch, 

only  for  having  more  wit  than  her  neighbours.  It  was 

h Wlfy  expm r°e’  havinS>  as  he  explained  it,  un- 

fawM!kfUe^d  f  13n  tWO  of  her  Persecutors,  whom  (he 
law  talking  m  the  ftreet,  were  talking  of  her-  which 

proving  true,  coft  her  her  life,  notwkhftanding  all  he 
could  do  to  the  contrary,  as  he  himfelf  told  usT” 

It  fared  with  her  as  it  did  with  Joan  of  Arc  in  France 
Some  counted  her  a  faint  and  fome  a  witch,  and  fome  ob' 
ftrved  folemn  marks  of  Providence  ft,  upon  ,hofc  wh  ‘ 
were  very  forward  to  condemn  her,  and  to  brand  o  hers 
upon  the  ike  ground  with  the  like  reproach  *.  This  was 
e  ‘cc°nd  inftance  upon  record,  of  any  perfon’s  being 
executed  for  witchcraft  in  New-Eng!andJ\  S 

Abou  t  this  time,  however  inconfiftent  it  may  feem  with 

et«vrchumhe?l  ,COnl1Uulion  a"d  ^freedom  of 

every  church,  the  general  court,  in  feveral  inftances,  in- 

terpofed  their  autnority.  They  laid  a  large  fine  upon  the 
church  at  Malden,  aor  chufing  a  minifter  without  the  con- 
lent  and  approbation  of  the  neighbouring  churches  and 
allowance  of  the  magnates,  and  foon  after,  viz.  in  1 650, 
they  re  ft  rained  the  north  church  in  Bofton  from  calling 
Mr.  Powell  to  be  their  minifter,  who  had  the  chara&er 
of  a  well  gifted,  tho*  illiterate  man,  and  went  fo  far,  as 
to  recommend  to  them  Mr.  Reyner  who  had  been  a  mi-' 
miter  at  TNew-i^imouth. 

It  was  juftiy  obferved  upon  this  occafion,  that  “  let 
the  experience  of  ail  reformed  churches  be  confulted 

*  Hubbard. 

f  She  was  not  executed  until  June  1656.  She  difpofed  of  her  eftate 
by  will,  executed  May  27,  1656,  and  a  codicil  June  16.  She  ap¬ 
pointed  leveral  ot  the  principal  gentlemen  overfeejs,  and  hoped  they 

wou.d  (hew  her  fo  much  refpefl,  as  to  fee  her  decently  interred.  There 
was  no  forfeiture  of  goods  for  felony. 

<c  and 
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€e  and  it  will  appear,  that  diforder  and  confufion  in  the 
church  will  not  be  avoided  by  all  the  determinations, 
advice  and  counfel  of  fynods  or  other  meflengers  of 
<c  churches,  unlefs  they  be  a  little  acuated  by  the  civil 
4S  authority :  All  men  are  naturally  fo  wedded  to  their 
ic  own  apprehenfions,  that,  unlefs  there  be  a  coercive 
power  to  reftrain,  the  order  and  rule  of  thegofpel  will 
“  not  be  attended 

Mr.  Endicot  was  governor  in  1655,  and  was  annually 
chofen  until  1660,  and  Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor 
each  year  f.  During  this  period,  the  trade  of  the  colony 
was  in  a  flourifning  flate,  free  admifTion  being  allowed 
to  all  nations,  and  the  vefTels  of  the  colony  trading  to 
and  from  France,  Holland,  and  other  parts  cf  Europe  ; 
the  importation  of  no  commodities  whatfoever  being  pro¬ 
hibited,  or  under  any  clog  or  reffraint.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  variety  of  fedtaries  in  England,  there  had 
been  no  divifions  of  any  confequence  in  the  Maffachu- 
fets;  but  from  1637  to  16565  they  enjoyed,  in  general, 
great  quietnefs  in  their  ecclefiafcical  affairs,  difcords  in 
particular  churches  being  healed  and  made  up  by  a  fub- 
million  to  the  arbitrament  of  neighbouring  churches,  and 
fometimes  the  interpofition  of  the  civil  power.  The  re¬ 
putation,  not  only  of  the  confutation  of  the  churches,  but, 
alfo  of  the  New-England  clergy  had  been  for  fome  time 
very  great  in  England,  and  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cotton, 
Hooker,  Davenport,  and  others,  are  cited  as  authorities 
by  many  Englifh  divines.  The  perfecution  of  the  epis¬ 
copalians  by  the  prevailing  powers  in  England,  was  evi¬ 
dently  from  revenge  for  the  perfecution  they  had  fuffered 
t'hemfelves,  and  from  political  confiderations  and  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  a  party,  feeing  all  other  opinions  and  profef- 
fions,  however  abiurd,  were  tolerated,  but  in  New-Eng- 

*  Hubbard. 

f  Richard  Ruffe!  and  Thomas  Danforth  were  chofen  afliftants  in 
1659,  the  former  of  Charleftown  ;  his  fon,  grandfon,  and  two  of  his 
great  grandfons  have  been  fince  of  the  council.  The  latter  was  of 
Cambridge,  and  had  a  great  fhare  in  managing  the  public  affairs  in  the 
mod  difficult  times.  H;  left  no  male  children. 

N  land. 
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1055  ‘lin:^  mu  ft  be  confeffed,  that  bigotry  and  cruel  zeal 

prevailed,  and  to  that  degree,  that  no  opinions  but  their 
own  could  be  tolerated.  They  were  fincere,  but  miftaken 
in  their  principles  ;  and  ablurd  as  it  is,  it  is  too  evident, 
they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  glory  of  God  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  his  creatures  for  maintaining  tenets  contrary 
to  what  they  profeffed  themfelves.  This  occafioned  com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  colony  to  the  parliament  and  to  Crom¬ 
well,  but  without  fuccels  *. 

Mr.  Window,  the  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  be¬ 
ing  dead,  Mr.  Leveret,  one  of  Cromwell’s  commiffioners 
in  the  expedition  to  Acadie,  was  appointed  in  his  head. 
Cromwell  had  been  very  defirous  of  drawing  off  the  New- 
Englanders  to  people  Ireland  after  his  fucceffes  there,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  New- Haven  had  ferious  thoughts  of 
removing  but  did  not  carry  their  defign  into  execution. 
Jamaica  being  conquered,  Cromwell  renewed  his  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets  to  remove,  and  to 
go  and  people  that  ifland  ;  and  it  appears,  by  Mr.  Leve¬ 
ret’s  letters  and  a  letter  from  the  general  court  to  Crom¬ 
well,  that  he  had  it  much  at  heart  f .  Cromwell  forefaw 

that 


#• 


In  *655,  a  diftemper  went  through  the  plantations  in  New-Eng- 
land  iiKe  to  tnat  in  1 647.  It  was  fo  epidemical,  that  few  were  able  to 


vifit  their  friends  at  any  diftance  to  perform  the  laft  offices  to  them. 
Jt  was  attended  with  a  faint  cough.  Mr,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  minifler 
of  Jpfwich,  died  of  it  July  2d.  He  was  fon  of  Mr.  John  Rogers,  a 
celebrated  puritan  preacher  at  Dedham  in  England,  defcended  from 
the  proromartyr  in  Queen  Mary’s  reign.  Hubbard. 

_  +  "  At  my  prefenting  your  letter,  of  the  fir  ft  of  December  1656,  to 
his  Highnefs,  he  was  pleafed  to  enquire  of  New-England’s  condition, 
and  what  news  as  to  the  bufinefs  of  Jamaica,  to  which  I  gave  anfvver 
according  to  the  ad  vice  received.  Ey  his  refent  thereof,  together  with 
what  i  had  from  him  the  1 8th  of  November,  he  manifefteth  a  very 
jlrong  delire  in  him  for  fome  leading  and  confiderable  company  cf 
New-England  men  to  go  thither;  for  at  that  time  he  was  pleafed  to 
exprefs,  that  he  did  apprehend  the  people  of  New-England  had  as 
clear  a  cal!  to  tranfport  themfelves  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  as  they 
had  from  England  to  New-England,  in  order  to  their  bettering  their 
outward  condition,  God  having  promifed  his  people  fhould  be  the 
head  and  not  the  tail ;  befides,  that  defign  hath  its  tendency  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  snan  of  fin ;  and  withal  was  pleafed  to  add,  that 


though 
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that  the  Weft-India  planters  would  raife  eftates,  far  fu-  1655 
perior  to  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies, 

and 


though  the  people  had  been  fickly,  yet  it  was  faid  to  be  a-  climaflerical 
year,  that  others  had  been  to  view  the  place,  as  Mevis  people,  who 
iipon  liking  were  gone  down,  and  Chriftophers  people  were  upon  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  hoped  by  what  intelligence  he  had  from  Capt.  Gookin, 
that  fome  conliderable  numbers  would  go  from  New-England.  His 
Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  hear  me  in  what  I  objected.  As  to  the  bet¬ 
tering  our  outward  condition,  though  we  had  not  any  among  us  that 
had  to  boaft,  as  fome  particulars  in  other  plantations,  of  railing  them- 
felves  to  great  eftates,  yet  take  the  body  of  the  people  and  all  things 
confidered,  they  lived  more  comfortably  like  Engliftimen  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  plantations  ;  to  which  his  Highnefs  replied,  that  they 
were  more  induftrious,  what  then  would  they  be  in  a  better  country; 
to  which  I  added,  that  there  were  more  in  New-England  produced  to 
befpeak  us  a  commonwealth  than  in  all  the  Engliih  plantations  be- 
fides,  the  which  his  Highnefs  granted.  I  objecting  the  contrariety  of 
fpirits,  principles,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  the  people  of  New*  Eng¬ 
land  to  them  that  were  at  the  iftand  or  in  any  other  plantations  that 
could  remove  thither,  fo  not  like  to  cement,  his  Highnefs  replied, 
that  were  there  conliderable  perfons  that  would  remove  from  thence, 
they  Ihould  have  the  government  in  their  hands  and  be  ftrengthened 
with  the  authority  of  England,  who  might  be  capable  of  giving  check: 
to  the  ill  and  vicious  manners  of  all.  Whilft  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed 

to  entertain  me  with  thefe  difeourfes,  an  honourable  gentlemen  of  his 
•  •  •  »  ^ 
council  came  in,  who  hearing  his  Highnefs  upon  New-England,  was 

pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  concerning  New-England’s  rigidnefs  and 
perfection  ;  to  which  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  an  Ever  very  much 
in  the  favour  of  them,  that  they  aCled  like  wife  men,  and  God  had 
broken  the  defigns  of  evil  inftruments,  bearing  witnefs  with  them, 
againft  evil  feducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  mentioning  one 
or  two  ;  to  which  that  honourable  gentleman  replied,  the  mifearriap-e 
or  particular  perfons  proved  not  God’s  bearing  witnefs  againft  the 
body  of  them  that  withdrew  and  departed  from  them  for  their  rigid- 
neb  ;  to  which,  with  their  favour,  I  replied,  that  if  Rhode  Ifland  and 
thofe  parts  were  intended,  that  then  God  had  born  witnefs  againft  them 
in  general  as  well  as  againft  particulars,  which  would  appear  by  that 
loolenefs  and  profanenefs  they  were  left  to,  fo  that  they  had  not  only 
declined  chrillian  religion  but  moral  obfervations  ;  to  which  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  wave  the  credit  thereof,  and  ex¬ 
prefs,  that  if  it  were  fo?  he  thought  his  Highnefs  ought  to  animadvert 
upon  one  and  the  other.  Much  more  palled  in  difeourfe,  and  his 
Highnefs  broke  off  with  this,  that  he  would  not  impole  any  particu- 
edar  injunction  upon  me.”  Extract  from  J.  Leveret’s  letter  to  gover¬ 
nor  Endicot,  London  20  Dec.  1656. 

1  '  •  N  z  The 
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1655301!  though  a  mere  worldly  confideration  was  not  proper 
for  him  to  urge,  yet  accompanied  with  the  fulfilment  of 
a  divine  promife,  that  God’s  people  fhould  be  the  head 
and  not  the  tail,  it  was  in  charadter,  and  he  artfully 
enough  joined  it  with  the  other  confideration.  But  all 
was  infufficient  to  induce  the  people  of  New-England  to 
quit  a  country  where  they  could  live  tolerably,  and 
were  indulged  with  all  the  privileges  they  defired,  and 
we  have  no  account  of  many  families  having  removed. 
A  few  accepted  the  invitation.  Complaints  were  carried 
to  Cromwell  from  Rhode  Ifiand  againft  the  Mafiachu- 
fets,  by  Clark,  Holmes  and  others,  but  Mr.  Leveret, 


The  Court’s  letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 


<£ 


SIR, 


We  received  by  Capt.  Gookin  your  Highnefs’s  propofals  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  fome  of  our’s  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which,  by  our  order, 
were  communicated  to  the  people  of  this  jurifdi&ion,  in  compliance 
with  your  Highnefs’s  good  and  pious  intentions  of  planting  the  place 
with  fuch  as  through  the  blefling  of  God  may  hopefully  promote  a  de- 
fign  fo  religious.  But  if,  by  the  intelligence  from  thence  of  the  mor¬ 
tality  of  the  Englifh  there,  the  motion  here  anfwereth  not  expectation, 
may  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs  not  to  impute  it  to  us  as  declining  your 
fervice,  much  Iefs  as  difaccepting  your  favour  and  endeavours  of  pro¬ 
moting  what  may  conduce  to  our  welfare,  wherein  we  have  always 
found  your  Highnefs  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  teftify  the  fame ;  and 
in  particular  by  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  laft  by  Capt.  Leve¬ 
ret,  by  whom  we  found  ourfelves  neceffitated  to  make  our  addreffes 
to  your  Highnefs,  that  by  your  Juft  favour  we  might  be  fupported, 
without  which,  we  have  caufe  to  fear,  we  cannot  be  fecure  from  the 
clamours  and  calumnies  of  fome  whofe  endeavours  may  be  to  render 
us  obnoxious  to  your  difpleafure.— -We  account  it  our  duty,  to  our  ut- 
moft  power,  to  advance  your  Highnefs’s  fervice,  and  if  all  other  op¬ 
portunities  fhall  be  wanting,  yet  never  to  ceafe  to  prefent  our  requells 
to  him  that  is  able  abundantly  to  recompence  all  your  labours  of  love 
to  his,  to  preferve  your  Highnefs,  long  to  continue  you  a  happy  in- 
llrument  to  carry  on  his  work,  overthrow  the  enemies  of  his  truth, 
and  to  enlarge  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  fon,  in  whom  we  are 

Your  Highnefs’s  moft  obliged  fervants, 

jo.  Endicot,  gov, 


Boflon,  in  New  England, 
the  24th  October,  1656. 


Rich.  Bellingham,  dep.  gov. 
Edward  Rawlon,  fecr. 

In  the  name  and  with  the  confent 


of  the  general  court.” 


who 


I 
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who  was  a  captain  of  horfe  under  Cromwell,  during  1655 
fome  part  of  the  war,  had  much  of  his  favour,  and 
though  he  could  not  prevent  the  Rhode  Wanders  from 
being  favourably  received,  for  no  fed:  could  fail  of  an 
advocate  in  Cromwell’s  court,  yet  he  prevented  fo  much 
as  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  Maffachufets.  ^ay,3 
Cromwell  applauded  the  colony  for  banifhing  the  evil  fe- 
ducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  of  which  Mr. 
Wheelwright  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  were  the  chief,  and 
probably  he  had  a  view  to  them  in  particular.  This 
fame  Mr.  Wheelwright  had  been  feveral  years  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
who  had  been  his  patron  in  New-England  and  now  took 
great  notice  of  him.  Vane  being  difaffeded  to  Cromwell, 
it  is  not  likely  that  Cromwell  had  any  great  efteem  for 
Wheelwright,  yet  he  fentfor  him  by  one  of  his  guard*, 
and  after  a  very  orthodox  difcourfe,  according  to  Mr. 
Wheelwright’s  apprehenfions  of  orthodoxy,  “  and  with¬ 
out  fhewing  countenance  to  fedaries  ■f,”  he  exhorted 
him  to  perfeverance  againit  his  oppofers,  and  allured  him 
their  notions  would  vanilh  into  nothing.  This  meeting, 
effedually  engaged  Mr.  Wheelwright  in  Cromwell’s  fa- 

*  “  I  have  lately  been  at  London  about  five  weeks.  My  Lord  Pro¬ 
testor  was  pleafed  to  fend  one  of  his  guard  for  me,  with  whom  I  had 
difcourfe,  in  private,  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  All  his  fpeeches 
feemed  to  me  very  orthodox  and  gracious,  no  way  favouring  fedaries. 

He  fpake  very  experimentally  to  my  apprehenfion  of  the  work  of  God’s 
grace,  and  knowing  what  oppofition  I  met  withal  from  fome  whom  I 
fnall  not  name,  exhorted  me  to  perfeverance,  in  thefe  very  words  as 
I  remember,  ‘  Mr.  Wheelwright  Hand  fart  in  the  Lord,  and  you  fhall 
fee  that  thefe  notions  will  vanifli  into  nothing,’  or  to  that  effed.  Many 
men,  efpecially  the  fedaries,  exclaim  againfl  him  with  open  mouths, 
but  I  hope  he  is  a  gracious  man.  I  faw  the  lord  mayor  and  fheriff 
with  their  officers  carry  fundry  of  the  fifth  monarchy  men  to  prifon, 
as  Mr.  Gan,  Mr.  Day  with  others  who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  Col- 
man  ftreet  to  preach  and  pray  againfl;  the  Lord  protedor  and  the  prefent 
power,  &c.”  Mr,  Wheelwright’ s  letter  to  the  church  at  Hampton ,  Ap% 

20.  1658. 

f  All  that  do  not  think  as  we  do  in  religion,  are  fedaries.  There 
would  be  fome  difficulty  in  determining  who,  upon  this  occafion,  were 
referred  to  as  fedaries,  if  the  fifth  monarchy  men  had  not  been  men¬ 
tioned  prefently  after. 

N  3 


vour. 
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1655  vour.  Leveret’s  and  Wheelwright’s  letters,  compared, 
confirm  a  diftinguifhing  part  or  Cromwell’s  character. 
Befides  the  complaints  from  Rhode  Ifland,  Rigby,  Gorges, 
and  Godfrey,  who  claimed  lands  by  patents  in  the  eaftern 
parts  of  New-England,  made  complaints  to  Cromwell 
againft  the  colony  for  ufurpation;  and  there  were  others 
who  envied  the  flourifhing  ft  ate  of  the  colony  ;  but  by 
means  of  Mr.  Leveret’s  difereet  management,  and  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  Cromwell  had  conceived,  all  attempts  to 
Its  prejudice  were  to  no  purpofe  *.  He  did  not  fhew  like 
favour  to  the  other  colonies. 

Cromwell  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  who  had  a 
ti  ue  fenfe  of  tiie  importance  of  the  colonies  to  their  mo¬ 
ther  country.  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  was  by  him 
well  intended,  though  by  his  fervants  badly  executed, 
and  his  plan  for  enlarging  the  national  intereft  in  Ame¬ 
rica  no  doubt  extended  further  than  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  at 
that  time.  Barbados  was  then  more  populous  than  it  is 
at  prefent.  1  hat  ifland  and  the  Caribbees  were  under  the 
lame  government.  Thefe  with  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Bermudas  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  parliament  whilft 
the  King  lived,  and  it  occafloned  fome  trouble  to  reduce 
them  after  his  death.  T  hey  were  all  the  colonies,  except 
New-England,  which  were  fettled  when  Cromwell  took 
the  government  upon  him.  There  were  no  3efs  than  three 
different  governors  over  Virginia  during  his  fhort  rule, 
Digby,  Bennet  and  Matthews.  Barbados  furrendered  to 
Sir  George  Avfcough,  upon  condition  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  be  by  governor,  council  and  aflembly,  and 
Daniel  Searl  being  appointed  their  governor  continued 
until  the  reftoration.  It  was  a  rafh  thing  to  refift  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England  and  gave  great  offence.  Un- 


*  “  Akhough  his  Highnefs  and  divers  of  the  council  are  very  cor¬ 
dial  friends  to  New-England,  yet  there  are  not  wanting  thole  who 
wait  an  opportunity  of  complaints  coming  agairft  you  to  ufher  in 
Something  elfe  ;  the  great  privileges  belonging  to  New-England  being 
matter  of  envy,  as  ot  fome  in  other  plantations,  fo  of  divers  in  Eng¬ 
land  who  trade  to  thofe  places.  ’  Leveret's  letter  to  Endkot . 

'  '  til 


* 
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til  then 5  all  the  colonies  had  been  indulged  in  a  free  open  1655 
trade  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  unkis  the  pri¬ 
vileges  o- ranted  to  the  Eaft- India  company  maje  an  ex¬ 
ception  ;  but  Cromwell  obtained  an  act  01  ordinance  of 
the  parliament,  prohibiting  the  plantations  uom  receiving 
or  exporting  any  European  commodities,  except  in  Eng- 
JifH  built  fhips  navigated  by  Englifhmen,  and  all  coi- 
refpondence  was  forbidden  with  any  nation  or  coiony  not 
fubjeft  to  England,  and  no  alien  was  allowed  to  fet  up  a 
fadory  or  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  plantations.  Virginia 
made  heavy  complaints,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
fend  off  their  produce  to,  nor  to  import  neceffaries  from, 
any  foreign  countries,  whilft  England  alone  (they  faid) 
could  not  take  off  their  produce,  nor  could  they  ^at  that 
time  be  fupplied  from  thence  with  all  things  necefiary  for 
them.  But,  however  grievous  this  act  might  prove  to  the 
other  colonies,  it  is  certain  than  thole  of  New-England, 
whether  it  was  defigned  to  extend  there  or  not,  iu tidied 
nothing  by  it.  in  a  letter  to  Cromwell,  in  2654*  ^hc 
Maflachufets  feem  to  be  under  fears  leaff  they  fhould  be 
deprived  of  the  privileges  which  had  been  indulged  to- 
them  by  his  prcdeceffors,  and  hope  his  Highnefs  will  be 
no  lefs  propitious,  and  will  not  be  diipleafed  with  them 
for  afferting  their  juft  privileges,  to  the  prejudice  whereof 
feme  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  commanders  of 
fhips,  efpecially  by  fome  armed  with  commiffion,  which 
though  for  fear  of  offending  they  had  patiently  endured* 
yet  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  approve  of  fuch  ablings, 

&c.  If  this  letter  had  refpebl  to  any  attempts  to  regu¬ 
late  the  trade,  they  were  attempts  which  were  loon  given 
over  and  caufed  little  or  no  imerruption,  and  they  were 
not  only  indulged  in  their  trade  to  all  parts,  but  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  privilege  of  having  their  goods  imported  into 
England,  free  from  all  cuftom  which  other  fnbjebls  were 
liable  to  pay,  feems  to  have  been  continued  until  the  re¬ 
flection.  No  wonder  if  they  were  envied  by  the  other 
colonies,  and  if  the  merchants  in  England  were  diffatisfied 
alfo  with  the  continuance  of  the  laft  mentioned  extraor¬ 
dinary  favour.  3 
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*to^  nn!L'lie yeaii  be8an  has  been  generally,  and 

1660  Tw  ipi°pe,r  Cai!ecl  the  Pcrfecution  of  the  Quakers  * 

1 000  I  wo  years  before,  an  order  had  been  made,  That  every 

inhabitant  who  had  in  their  cuftody  any  of  the  books  of 

rniln,neCVeS  fRa  Lodo'!lck  Muggleton,  “  who  pretend 
0 L-  l  l  two  2ii;  WItIiefi'es  and  prophets  of  Jefus  Chrift  ” 
which  books  were  faid  to  be  full  of  blafphenries,  fhould 

onng  or  fend  them  in  to  the  next  magiftrate,  within  one 
month,  on  pain  of  ten  pounds  for  each  book  remaining 
JD  3r  y_Peri°n  3  hands  after  that  time.  No  perfon  appeared 
prordTing  the  opinions  of  the  quakers  unci!  July  i6c6 
wnen  Mary  Fifher  f  and  Ann  Auftin  arrived  from  Bar’ 
baoos.  A  few  weeks  after  arrived  in  the  fhip  Speedwell 
0  — ' onoon,  Rober  Lock  mafter,  nine  more  of  thefe  iti¬ 
nerants,  whole  names  “after  the  flefh,”  the  language  they 
med  c°  the  officers  fent  to  make  enquiry,  were  William 
pend,  Thomas  Lhurfton,  Chridopher  Holder,  John 
Copelanc  Richard  Smith,  Mary  Prince,  Dorothy  Waugh, 
Sarah  Gibbons,  and  Mary  Witherhead  t.  On  the  8th  of 
September,  they  were  brought  before  the  court  of afMants, 

30  1  exammed,  and  each  of  them  queftioned  how  they 
could  maice  it  appear  that  God  fent  them,  after  a  paufe 
they  anfwered,  that  they  had  the  fame  call  which  Abraham 
had  to  go  out  of  his  country  ;  to  other  queftions  they 
gave  rude  and  contemptuous  anfwers,  which  is  the  reafon 
afligneo  for  committing  them  to  prifon.  A  great  number 
of  their  booics  which  they  had  brought  over,  with  intent 
to  leaner  them  about  the  country,  were  feized  and  referved 

*  ™*  Cef  ms,deks  appearance  in  England,  in  the  year  i6cj. 

I  hey  loon  fpreacl  themfelves  into  America.  3 

f  Mary  Fifher  travelled  as  far  as  AdrianopJe,  and  coming  near  the 
grand  vizier  s  camp,  fhe  procured  a  man  to  inform  him  that  there  was 
an  Fnglifh  woman  had  fomething  ro  declare  from  the  great  God  to  the 
great  Tunr.  She  was  introduced,  and  delivered  her  meffaee,  &c 

New-England judged,  by  G.  Bijbcp.  She  fared  better  among  the  Turks 
than  among  chrilhans. 

t  Mr.  Neale  fays  they  came  from  Rhode  Jfland.  I  take  tins  account 
from  the  records  of  the  fuperior  court.  See  a  letter  from  the  prefident, 

<S:c.  of  Rhode  Wland  in  the  appendix,  lhewing  the  fenfe  they  had  of 
(hs  quakers  at  that  time,  '  . 

>.  for 
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for  the  fire.  Soon  after  this,  as  the  governor  was  going  1656 
from  the  public  worfiaip  on  the  Lord’s  day  to  his  own  to 
houfe,  feveral  gentlemen  accompanying  him.  Mary  Prince  1660 
called  to  him  from  a  window  of  theprifon,  railing  at  and 
reviling  him,  faying,  Woe  unto  thee,  thou  art  an  oppreffor ; 
and  denouncing  the  judgments  or  God  upon  him.  Not 
content  with  this  (he  wrote  a  letter,  to  the  governor  and 
magiftrates,  filled  with  opprobrious  fluff.  The  governor 
fent  for  her  twice  from  the  prifon  to  his  houie,  and  took 
much  pains  to  perfuade  her  to  defift  from  fuch  extrava¬ 
gancies.  Two  of  the  minifters  were  prefect,  and  with 
much  moderation  and  tendernefs  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  her  of  her  errors,  to  which  (he  returned  the  grofieft 
railings,  reproaching  them  as  hirelings,  deceivers  of 
the  people,  Baal’s  priefts,  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  of  the 
brood  of  Khmael  and  the  like. 

The  court  paffed  fentence  of  banifhment  againft  tliem 
all,  and  required  the  mafter  of  the  (hip  in  which  they 
came,  to  become  bound  with  fureties,  to  the  value  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  to  carry  them  all  away  %  and 
caufed  them  to  be  committed  to  prifon  until  the  (hip 
fhould  be  ready  to  fail.  At  this  time  there  was  no  fpe- 
cial  provifion  by  law  for  the  punifhmenc  of  quakers  ; 
they  came  within  a  colony  law  againft  hereticks  in  ge¬ 
neral.  At  the  next  feffions  of  the  general  court,  the  14th 
of  October  following,  an  aft  paffed,  laying  a  penalty  of 
one  hundred  pounds  upon  the  mailer  of  any  veffel  who 
fhould  bring  a  known  quaker  into  any  part  of  the  colony, 
and  requiring  him  to  give  fecurity  to  carry  him  back 
again  *,  that  the  quaker  fhould  be  immediately  fent  to 
the  houfe  of  correction  and  whipped  twenty  ftripes,  and 
afterwards  kept  to  hard  labour  until  tranfportation.  They 
alfo  laid  a  penalty,  of  five  pounds,  for  importing,  and 
the  like  for  difperfing  quakers  books,  and  fevere  penal¬ 
ties  for  defending  their  heretical  opinions.  And  the  next 
year,  an  additional  law  was  made,  by  which  all  perfons 
were  fubjefted  to  the  penalty  of  forty  (hillings  for  every 
hour's  entertainment  given  to  any  known  quaker,  and 

9  I  cannot  find  what  law  they  had  for  this. 


any 


't$8 


the  history  of 


to  to  o  one  ea f T  the  ^  convnfhon,  if  a  man  was 
1660  p°1!  C  ,ear»  and  a  fecond  t’me  the  other  ;  a  woman 
each  time  tobe  leverely  whipped ;  and  the  third  time  man 

or  wontan,  to  have  their  tongues  bored  through  wi^  a' 
hot  iron  5  and  every  quaker,  who  fhould  become 
Rich  in  the  colony,  were  fubjefted  to  the  like  ninifh 
;«nB.  I„  May  ,658,  a  penalty  „f  Kn  S„T'l' 

tivJ  „„  Z"'’  P"f0”  Preftnt  31  “  1“k"'s  meeting  and 
JT  uPon  every  one  fpeaking  at  fuch  meeting 

a!LthiS  the  number  ofqoal«°s 

5s.  i  haveoeen  expefted,  increafmg  rather  than 

mmim  ing-,_m  October  following,  a  further  law  was 

ai!  quakers  who  ftould 

r.nun  imo  the  junldiaion  after  banilbmentff  Thit 

feme  provifion  was  neceffary  again  ft  thefe  people  fo  far 

aS  the>|  difturbers  of  civil  peace  and^rder,’  every 

,°;:e,Wi  .allow  1  bllt  fu.ch  Janguinary  laws  againft  partied 
a!  ucctnnes  or  tenets  in  religion  are  not  to  be  defended. 
1  ne  mou  that  can  be  laid  lor  our  anceftors  is,  that  they 
nieu  gentier  means  atfirft,  which  they  found  utterly  inef- 
feci.ua.,  and  that  they  followed  the  example  of  the  authori- 

“TrS0th^S  S?din  m°ft  aSes  ofthe  world,  who, 

®  J  the,  ‘!1<e  abiurdity,  have  fuppofcd  every  perfon  could 

’ '  d  °°gh5  to  ihinK  as  they  did,  and  when  the  like  cruelty 
gave  pumlhed  mch  as  appeared  to  differ  from  them. 
VVe  m,ay  add>  that  it  was  with  reluctance  that  thefe  un¬ 
natural  laws  were  carried  into  execution,  as  we  lhall  fee 


r  o  ;  ;  T  yet  it  was  a  charafcteriftick 

° V  ‘ '  -hu  bcS'r’mnS  PJ  to  court  perfecution,  and  to  tub- 

iTcnrie?  ’  W“h  f”  lnfa,tuatl°n  equa' t0  thatof  fome  roman  catho¬ 
lic  pnea;,  carrying  their  religion  into  China  or  Tartary 

f  treat  oppofition  was  made  to  this  law,  the  magnates  were  the 
moll  zea.ous,  and  in  general  for  it;  but  it  was  rrjefled  at  fi.fi  by  the 
deputies,  afterwards,  upon  reconfideration,  concurred  by  is  againft 
11,  with  an  amendment  that  the  trial  Ihonld  be  by  a  fpcdalW 
-i'pt.  id  ward  Iiutchinfon  and  Capt.  Thomas  Clark,  two  of  the 
coiirt,  aefjred  leave  to  enter  their  diflent  againft  this  law.  Eng¬ 
land  judged*  ** 
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by  a  further  account  of  proceedings.  Nicholas  Upfiiall  1650 
vvas  apprehended  in  O&ober  1656,  fined  tvven-y  pounds,  to 
and  ban  i  filed  for  reproaching  the  magiftrates  and  fpeak-  1660 
jHg  againft  the  law  made  againft  quakers,  and  returning 
in  x 659  was  imprifoned  +.  At  the  fame  court,  W illtam 
Robinion,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  Mary  Dyer  and 
Nicholas  Davis  were  brought  to  trial.  The  firft  gave  no 
particular  account  or  himfelf.  Stephenfon  had  made  a 
public  difturbance  in  the  congregation  at  Bofton  the  1 5th 
of  June  before.  He  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  one  of 
thofe  the  world  called  quakers,  and  declared  that  m  the 
year  1656,  at  Shipton  in  Yorkfiiire,  as  he  was  at  plough 
he  law  nothing  but  heard  an  audible  voice  faying,  “  I 
have  ordained  thee  to  be  a  prophet  to  the  nations,  Sec. 

Dyer  declared  th*  Ihe  came  trom  Rhode  Bland  *  to 
vifit  the  quakers,  that  fire  was  of  their  religion,  which 
fire  affirmed  was  the  truth,  and  that  the  light  within  her 
was  the  rule,  &c. 

Davis  came  from  Barnffaple,  he  came  into  court  with 
his  hat  on,  confeffed  he  had  foriaken  the  ordinances  and 
referred  to  the  quakers.  The  jury  found,  “  that  they  were 
all  quakers.”  Robinfon  was  whipped  20  ftripes  for  abiding 
the  court,  and  they  were  all  banifhed  on  pain  of  death. 

Patience  Scot,  a  girl  of  about  11  years  of  age,  came  I 
fuppofefrom  Providence,  her  friends  lived  there,  and  pro- 
felling  herfelf  to  be  one  of  thofe  whom  the  world  in  (corn 
calls  quakers,  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  afterwards 
brought  to  court.  The  record  (lands  thus.  “  The  court 
duly  confidering  the  malice  of  Satan  and  his  inllruments 
by  all  means  and  ways  to  propagate  error  and  difturb  the 
truth,  and  bring  in  confufion  among  us,  that  Satan  is  put 
to  his  fhifts  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  child,  not  being  of  the 
years  of  difcretion,  nor  underftanding  the  principles  of 
religion,  judge  meet  fo  far  to  flight  her  as  a  quaker,  as 

f  Nicholas  Upfhall  was  a  member  of  Bofton  church,  a  very  old 
man.  When  he  was  banifhed,  he  went  firlt  to  Plimouth,  where  peo¬ 
ple  were  forbad  entertaining  him  ;  but  fome  that  were  more  com¬ 
panionate,  prevailed  upon  the  authority  to  fufFer  him  to  tarry  until  the 
faring.  New- England judged. 

*  Her  hulhand  or  " 
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to  cm  ard  f  S  and  !.naru<51  her  according  to  her  capa- 
1660  in  S '  difcharge  her,  Capt.  Hutchinfon  undertak- 

og  to  fend  her  home.  5  Strange,  fuch  a  child  Ihould  be 

imprifoned  !  it  would  have  been  horrible  if  there  had 
Deen  any  further  feverity  *. 

Robinson,  Stephenfon  and  Dyer,  at  the  next  general 
c  -urt,  were  brought  upon  trial,  and  “  for  their  rebellion, 
waition,  and  prefump-uous obtruding  themfelves  after  ba- 
rijib  rent  upon  pain  of  death,”  were  fentenced  to  die-  the 
two  fii  ft  were  executed  the  27th  of  Odoberf.  Dyer 
upon  the  petition  of  William  Dyer  her  fon,  was  reprieved! 
on  conemon  that  Are  departed  thejurifdidion  in  48  hours; 
ano  if  fhe  returned,  to  fuller  the  fentence.  She  was  car¬ 
ried  to  the  gallows,  and  flood  with  a  rope  about  her  neck 
vnm  the  others  were  executed.  She  was  fo  infatuated  as 
afterwards  to  return,  and  was  executed  June  ift,  1660 1. 
Tie  court  thought  it  advifable  to  publifh  a  vindication 

cl  their  proceedings ;  they  urge  the  example  of  England 
in  the  proyifion  made  againfl  jefuits,  which  might  have 
fome  weight  againll  a  charge  brought  from  thence,  but  in 
cveiy  other  part  of  their  vindication,  as  may  well  be  fup- 
po.ed  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there  is  but  the  bare 

*  Bifhop  fays,  that  they  cut  off  the  right  ear  of  Holder,  Cope- 
and,  and  Reus  in  the  pnfon,  and  that  Catherine  Scott,  mothe/of 
Patience  Scott,  reproving  them  for  a  deed  of  darknefs,  they  whipped 
her  ten  firipes  ;  though  they  allowed  her  to  be  otherwife  of  blamdefs 
convention  and  well  bred,  being  a  miniiler’s  daughter  in  England 

t  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  laboured  to  prevent 

«'th-^:n°naand  C0!'  Te,,nPle  went  t0  the  and  toIdP  them, 
that  it  according  to  their  declaration,  they  defired  their  lives  ah 

fent  rather  than  their  deaths  prefent,  he  wou'ld  carry  them  away  and 

provide  for  them  at  his  own  charge  ;  and  if  any  of  them  Ihould  re- 

b;  n  £tC  i  1 1Cm  away  again.”  This  motion  was  well 
liked  by  all  the  magnates  except  two  or  three,  and  they  propofed  it 

to  the  deputies  the  next  day,  but  thofe  two  or  three  magnates,  with 
the  deputies,  pre  vailed  to  have  execution  done,  fe.%W  iudod. 

WT  '%■'  vv  hat  fhe  had  to  fay,  why  fentence  (hould  not  be  ex- 
ccl.c.  _  oim  anfwered,  that  (lie  denied  their  law,  came  to  bear  wit- 
rds  again,,  it,  and  could  not  chufe  but  come  and  do  as  formerly. 

I  l;is  is  the  .rime  Mary  Dyer,  whom  the  year  1637  was  banilhed  for 
her  famihfhcal  tenets.  > 
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fhadow  of  reafon.  Chriftopher  Holder,  who  had  found  1656 
the  wav  into  the  jurifdiflion  again,  was,  at  this  court  ba-  to 
nifhed  upon  pain  of  death.  At  the  feme  court,  feven  1660 
or  eight  perfons  were  fined,  feme  as  h  gh  as  ten  pounds, 
for  entertaining  quakers;  and  Edward  Wharton,  for  pi- 
]otin°*  them  from  one  place  to  another,  was  ordered  to  be 
whipped  twenty  ftripes  and  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 
Divers  others  were  then  brought  upon  trial,  ‘  tor  adhe¬ 
ring  to  the  curfed  feed:  of  quakers,  not  difowning  them- 
felves  to  be  fuch,  refufing  to  give  civil  refped,  leaving 
their  families  and  relations,  and  running  from  place  to 
place  vagabonds  like,”  and  Daniel  Gold  was  fentenced  to 
be  whipped  thirty  ftripes,  Robert  Harper  fifteen,  and 
they,  with  Alice  Courland,  Mary  Scott  and  Hope  Clif¬ 
ton,  banifhed  upon  pain  of  death  ;  Wi  ham  Ivingfmill 
whipped  fifteen  ftripes,  Margaret  Smith,  Mary  Trade 
and  Provided  Southwick  ten  ftripes  each,  and  Hannah 
Phelps  admonifhed. 

The  compaftion  of  the  people  was  moved,  and  many 
reforted  to  the  prifon  by  day  and  night,  and  upon  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  keeper,  a  conftant  watch  was  kept 

round  the  prifon  to  keep  people  off*.  . 

Joseph  Nicholson  and  Jane  his  wife  were  aho  tried 
and  found  quakers,  as  alio  Wendlock  Chriftopherfon, 
who  declared  in  court,  that  the  feripture  is  not  the  word 
of  God  •,  and  Mary  Standley,  and  all  fentenced  to  ba- 
nifhment,  &c.  as  was  foon  after  Benjamin  Bellflower ;  but 
John  Chamberlain,  though  he  came  with  his  bat  on, 
yet,  refufing  direftly  to  anfwer,  the  jury  found  him, 

“  much  inclining  to  the  curfed  opinions  of  the  quakers,'* 
and  he  efcaped  with  an  admonition. 

Nicholson  and  his  wife  returned,  and  were  appre- 
bended,  but  upon  their  petition,  had  liberty  with  federal 
others  then  in  prifon,  to  go  for  England.  Chriftopherfon 
returned  alfo,  and  v/as  fentenced  to  die.  It  is  laid  he  de~ 

*  The  pillory  ferved  for  a  pulpit  to  George  Fox.  He  preached  to 
the  populace*  and  made  To  many  converts  that  they  delivered  him  in 
a  tumultuous  manner,  and  fet  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  inftrumenta 
in  Fox’s  punilhment,  upon  the  lame  pillory,  frolt ,  letters.  ^  , 
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1656  filed  the  court  to  cOnfider  what  they  had  gained  by  the-f 
to  cruel  proceedings.  “  For  the  laft  man  (fays  tha 

°  'h  -fUt  t0  deatfl  iiere’  are  five  come  in  his  room. 
If  )fJou  hfe  PQwer  to  take  my  life  from  me,  God 
raue  L'P  tke  laid  principle  of  life  in  ten  of  his  fer- 
vants,  and  lend  them  among  you  in  my  room,  that 
you  may  have  torment  upon  torment.”  He  was  or. 
er^  *°  ex^cuted  the  fifth  day  fevennight  after  the 
i4tn  of  March  1660,  afterwards  reprieved  till  the  12th 
of  June;  but  he  was  fee  at  liberty  upon  his  requeft  to 
the  court,  and  went  out  of  the  jurifdidion. 

Bellflower  afterwards,  in  court,  renounced  his 
opinions,  as  alfo  William  King  (Kingfmill  I  {uppo%  £ 

„  LV1  ‘llff  Up0n  Iec,01^*  Chamberlain  was  afterwards 

to  c\ni  f  38 anQ/ou,nd  a  fiuaker’  and  committed 
tv,  clo.e  prifon  ;  but  no  further  fentence  appears. 

In  September  1660,  William  Ledea  was  tried  and 

convicted  of  being  a  quaker,  and  fentenced  to  banifhment, 

™bliU-retUiru'nSand  being  aPPrehended,  thegeneral  court 
gave  him  liberty  notwuhftanding,  to  go  to  England 

with  Js  icholfon  and  others  •,  but  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country  and  was  brought  upon  trial  for  returning  into 
he  jumdia.on  arcer  fentence  of  banifhment,  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon,  but  denied  their  autho- 
nty,  and  cold  die  court,  that,  “  with  the  fpirit  they 
cal.ed  the  devil,  he  worlhipped  God  ;  that  their  mini¬ 
sters  were  deluders,  and  they  themfelves  murderers.” 

ie  was  told  that  he  might  have  his  life  and  be  at  liberty 
if  he  would.  He  anfwered,  I  am  willing  to  die,  I  fpeak 
tne  trutn.  i  he  court  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  him  to 
reave  the  country,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  jury  brought 

him  in  guilty,  and  he  was  fentenced  to  die,  and  buffered 
accordingly  March  14th,  1660. 

.  J4ary  Wright,  of  Oyfter-bay,  was  tried  at  the  court 
m  September  1660.  She  laid  fire  came  to  do  the  will  of 
t.  e  Lord,  and  to  warn  them  to  lay  by  their  carnal  wea¬ 
pons  and  laws  againft  the  people  of  God,  told  the  court 
they  thirfted  for  blood.  The  court  afleed  her  what  fne 

■'  New-England  judged. 
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would  have  them  do,  (lie  faid,  “repent  of  your  bloodfhed  1656 
and  cruelty  andllieddingthe  blood  of  the  innocent  Wm.  to 
Robinfon,  MarmadukeStephenfon,  and  Mary  Dyer.”  She  1660 
faid,  her  tears  were  her  meat  many  days  and  nights  before 
fhe  gave  up  herfelf  to  this  work  of  the  Lord,  but  added, 
that  if  fhe  had  her  liberty,  flie  would  be  gone  quickly. 

Being  found  a  quaker,  flie  was  baniflied. 

Edward  Wharton,  who  had  been  whipped  before, 
was  now  indicted  for  being  a  quaker,  convidted  and  fen- 
tenced  to  imprifonnient  and  afterwards  to  banifhment. 
Judah  Brown  and  Peter  Pierfon  flood  mute.  They  were 
fentenced  to  be  whipped  at  the  cart’s  tail  in  Bofton,  Rox- 
bury  and  Dedham: 

John  Smith,  of  Salem,  for  making  difturbance  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  crying  out,  “  What  you 
are  going  about  to  fet  up,  our  God  is  pulling  down,” 
was  committed  to  prifon  by  order  of  the  court. 

Philip  Verin  was  alfo  tried  and  imprifoned,  Jofias 
Southwick,  firft  banifhed  and  returning,  whipped  at  the 
carrs  tail,  and  John  Burftowe  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 
Thefe  are  all  *  who  were  tried  by  the  court  of  afliftants,  or 
by  the  general  court.  Some  at  Salem,  Hampton,  Newbury 
and  other  places,  for  diforderly  behaviour,  putting  people 
in  terror,  coming  into  the  congregations  and  calling  to  the 
minifter  in  the  time  of  public  worfhip,  declaring  their 
preaching,  &c.  to  be  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  and 
other  breaches  of  the  peace,  were  ordered  to  be  whipped 
by  the  authority  of  the  county  courts,  or  particular  magi- 
flrates.  At  Bofton^  one  George  Wilfon,  and  at  Cambridge, 
Elizabeth  Horton,  went  crying  through  the  ftreets,  that 
the  Lord  was  coming  with  fire  and  fword  to  plead  with 
them.  Thomas  Newhoufe  went  into  the  meeting-houfe 
at  Boflon  with  a  couple  of  glafs  bottles,  and  broke  them 
before  the  congregation,  and  threatened,  44  Thus  will  the 
Lord  break  you  in  pieces.  Another  time,  M.  Brewfier 
came  in  with  her  face  fmeared  and  as  black  as  a  coal. 

*  George  Bifbop  mentions  feveral  who  fufFered  corporal  punifhment 
by  order  of  particular  magiftrates  or  the  county  courts,  of  whom 
1  had  no  notice  any  where  elfe.  Ne-iv- England judged* 
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1656  Deborah  Wilfon  went  through  theftreets  of  Salem,  naked 
to  as  fhe  came  into  the  world*,  for  which  fhe  was  well 
1660  whipped.  For  thefeand  fuch  likedifturbances,  they  might 
be  deemed  proper  fubjeCts  either  of  a  mad-houfe  or  houfe 
of  correction,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  greater 
feverities  were  made  ufe  of.  After  all  that  may  be  faid 
againft  thele  meafures,  it  evidently  appears,  that  they 
proceeded  not  from  perfonal  hatred  and  malice  againft 
fuch  difordered  perfons,  nor  from  any  private  finifter 
views,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  unjult  punifhments 
infliCted  in  times  of  party  rage  and  difcord,  whether  civil 
or  religious,  but  merely  from  a  falfe  zeal  and  an  erro¬ 
neous  judgment.  In  fupport  of  their  proceedings,  they 
brought  feveral  texts  of  the  Old  Teftament.  44  Come  out 
of  her  my  people,”  &c.  46  If  thy  brother  entice  thee  to 
ferve  other  gods,  thou  fhalt  furely  put  him  to  death,”  and 
44  for  fpeaking  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  father 
fhal!  thruft  him  through  when  he  prophecieth  f  ’  and  the 
example  of  Solomon,  who  firfl:  laid  Shimei  under  reftraint, 
and  then  for  his  breach  put  him  to  death  ;  as  alfo  many 
paflfages  of  the  New  Teftament  requiring  fubjeclion  to 
xnagiiirates,  &c.  and  thus  from  a  zeal  to  defend  the  holy 
religion  they  profefled,  they  went  into  meafures  directly 
oppofite  to  its  true  fpirit,  and  the  great  defign  of  publifh- 
ing  it  to  the  world. 

That  I  may  finifh  what  relates  to  the  quakers,  it  muft 
be  further  obferved,  that  their  friends  in  England  Elicited 
and  at  length  obtained  an  order  from  the  King,  Sept.  9th, 

1 66 1,  requiring  that  a  flop  fhould  be  put  to  all  capital  or 
corporal  punifhmentof  thofeof  his  fubjecis  called  quakers, 
and  that  fuch  as  were  obnoxious  fhould  be  fent  to  England. 

#  One  of  the  fe£t  apologizing  for  th:s  behaviour  faid,  <c  If  the 
Lord  did  dir  up  any  of  his  daughters  to  be  a  fign  of  the  nakednefs  oi 
others,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  great  crois  to  a  model!:  woman’s  fpirit, 
but  the  Lord  muft  be  obeyed.”  Another  quoted  the  command  in 
Ifaiah,  cap.  20.  R.  Williams.  One  Faubord,  of  Grindieton,  carried 
his  enthufiafm  dill  higher,  and  was  facriiicing  his  fon  in  imitation  of 
Abraham,  but  the  neighbours  hearing  the  lad  cry,  broke  open  the 
houfe  and  happily  prevented  it. 
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Whatever  opinion  they  might  have,  of  the  force  of  orders  1656 
from  the  crown  controuling  the  laws  of  the  colony,  they  to 
prudently  complied  wiihthisinftru&ion,  and  fufpended  the  1660 
execution  of  the  laws  againft  quakers,  f  >  far  as  refpecled 
corporal  punifhment,  until  further  order.  Indeed,  before 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  but  probably  when  they  were  in 
expe&ation  of  it,  all  that  v/ere  in  prifon  were  difcharged 
and  fent  out  of  the  colony.  The  laws  were  afterwards  re¬ 
vived  fo  far  as  refpe&ed  vagabond  quakers,  whofe  punifh- 
ment  was  limited  to  whipping,  and,  as  a  further  favour, 
through  three  towns  only.  But  there  was  little  or  no 
room  for  carrying  the  laws  into  execution  ;  for  alter  thele 
firft  excurfions  they  became  in  general  an  orderly  people, 
fubmitting' to  the  laws,  except  fuch  as  relate  to  the  militia 
and  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  and  in  their  fcruples  as  to 
thofe,  they  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  indulged.  At 
prefen t  they  are  efteemed  as  being  of  good  morals,  friend¬ 
ly  and  benevolent  in  their  difpofltion,  and  I  hope  will  ne¬ 
ver  meet  with  any  further  perfecution  on  account  of  their 
peculiar  tenets  or  cuftoms.  May  the  time  never  come 
again,  when  the  government  fhall  think  that  by  killing 
men  for  their  religion  they  do  God  good  fervice*. 

From  1656  to  1660,  I  find  but  very  few  fadts  relative 
to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  worth  tranfmitting  to 
pofterity.  After  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  the 
trade  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  colonies  was  revived, 
and  Stuyvefant,  cheDutch  governor,  in  1657,  wrote  to  the 

% 

*  The  author  of  the  account  of  the  European  fettlements  in  North- 
America,  who  is  very  erroneous  in  fome  hiftorical  fafts  which  concern 
the  Maffachufets  colony,  but  has  many  judicious  observations  which 
run  through  his  whole  performance,  fays  upon  the  fubje&  of  the  New- 
England  perfections,  “  Such  is  the  manner  of  proceeding  of  religious 
parties  towards  each  other  ;  and  in  this  refpedt,  the  New-England 
pebple  are  not  worfe  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  nor  was  their  feverity 
any  juft  matter  of  refledlion  upon  that  mode  of  religion  which  they 
profeis.  No  religion  whatfoever,  true  or  falfe,  can  excufe  its  own 
members,  or  accule  thofe  of  any  other  upon  the  fcore  of  perfecu- 
non.5’  Vol.W.p.  185.  It  is  a  doctrine  of  Calvin,  Inbareticos  gladic 
*' vtndicavdum  and  the  death  of  Servetus  is  generally  laid  to  his 
charge. 
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3  656  commi  (Toners  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  that  the  limits 
to  agreed  and  fettled  in  1650,  both  upon  the  main  and 
1660  upon  Long-Ifland,  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the 
Scates  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  defired,  that 
the  confirmation  of  the  Lord  Proteflor  being  ready, 
time  and  place  might  be  appointed  for  the  exchange. 
The  commiffioners  in  their  anfwer,  let  him  know,  that 
they  had  ever  conformed  to  that  fettlement,  altho’  he  had 
not ;  but  they  faid  nothing  of  the  Proteftor’s  confirma¬ 
tion.  It  does  not  appear  that  ever  they  fought  for  it. 
Towards  the  end  of  this  period,  the  changes  in  England 
were  fo  frequent  that  it  was  prudence  in  the  colonies  to 
take  as  little  notice  of  them  as  might  be,  until  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  profpefit  of  a  lading  efrablifhment.  An  exprefs 
acknowledgement  of  Richard  Cromwell  was  expected 
from  the  MafTachufets,  but  they  declined  it.  An  ori¬ 
ginal  letter  from  him  to  the  governor,  recommending 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Sewall  a  minifter,  is  all  that  appears  upon 
the  records  relative  to  him  *. 

The  rapid  increafe  of  the  MafTachufets  colony,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  figure  which  many  of  the  firft  fcttiers  made 
in  England  before  their  removal,  and  the  correfpondence 
which  they  maintained  with  their  friends  of  great  dif- 
tin&ion  there,  many  years  after,  eclipfed  the  colony  of 
New-Plimouth'f,  whole  growth  and  progrefs  would  other- 
wife  have  been  thought  confiderable.  The  fouthern  part 


*  .Sir  Thomas  Temple  came  firft  to  New -England  in  1657,  having, 
with  others,  obtained  from  Oliver  a  grant  oflands  in  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  of  which  he  was  made  governor.  He  was  recommended  by 
Nathaniel  Fiennes,  Con  to  Lord  Say.  Mr.  Fiennes  calls  him  his  near 

kinfman. 

f  Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had  been  many  years  governor  of 
Plimouth  colony,  died  the  9th  May  1657.  He  was  in  great  elite  nr. 
Having  taken  notice  of  Mr.  Window’s  elegy,  for  the  fame  reafcm  we 
cannot  well  omit  three  or  four  of  the  firft  lines  of  Mr.  Bradford’s, 

“  The  ninth  of  May  about  nine  of  the  clock, 

A  precious  one  God  out  of  Plimouth  took; 

Governor  Bradford  then  expired  his  breath, 

Was  call’d  away  by  force  of  cruel  death,”  &c. 

Thefe  will  be  fufficient,  for  a  fpecimen  of  New-England  poetry  io 

Shat  age. 
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3f  the  colony  in  general,  beingof  a  light  fandy  foil,  would  1656 
lave  been  incapable  offupporting  its  inhabitants,  were  it  to 
lot  for  the  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow,  the  hay  of  which  1660 
erves  for  fodder  for  their  cattle  in  the  winter,  and  the 
lung  from  it,  being  an  excellent  manure,  produces  good 
Tops  of  grain, with  little  labour  in  the  fummer,  light  land 
>eing  eahiy  tilled.  The  northern  parts,  bordering  upon 
he  Mafia^hufets,  afford  many  good  farms,  particularly 
he  town  of  Bridgewater,  which  hath  been  famous  for  the 
[uality  of  the  land  and  for  good*  hufbandry.  They  were 
ew  at  firft,  and  but  little-additions  were  made  after  the 
Taifachufets  was  planted,  except  from  their  natural  in* 
reafe;  and  yet  before  the  year  1643,  befides  the  town 
if  Plimouth,  they  had  fettled  Duxbury,  Scituate,  Taun- 
on,  Rehoboth,  Sandwich,  Barnftable,  Yarmouth,  and 
Laftham.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Carver,  their  firft  gover- 
lor,  foon  after  their  arrival,  they  chofe  in  his  ftea'd  Mr, 
’radford,  being  a  grave  difcreet  man.  They  were  lb  well 
itisfied  with  his  adtniniftration,  that  they  continued  to 
hufe  him  annually,  until  his  death  in  1637,  except  two 

ears  when  they  chofe  Mr.  Window,  and  one  year  Mr. 

}rince. 

1  heir  ecclefiaftical  aff  airs  were  for  divers  years  in  dif- 
ouraging  circumftances.  They  had  expeditions  that  Mr. 
iobinfon  their  paftor,  whom  they  had  left  with  one  half 
lis  church  in  Holland,  would  fellow  them,  but  his  death, 
a  1624,  put  an  end  to  their  hopes.  They  were  unfuc- 
eisful  in  their  attempts  to  fettle  a  minifter,  the  principles 
f  one  ana  the  manners  of  another  were  exceptionable, 
nd  having  feveral  brethren  among  themfelves  well  gifted* 
hey  chofe  to  continue  without  a  minifter  for  fome  time, 
ather  tnan  to  fettle  one  who  was  not  exemplary  in  his 
:fe,  or  who  differed  from  them  in  points  of  dodtrine  or 
hurch  government.  But  in  1 643,  they  had  a  let  of  pious 
tamed  mimfters*;  one  of  which,  Mr.  Chauncey,  fome 


p  »ard  gives  the  lift  o.  their  names.  Charles  Chauncey, 

ehn  MP  rf  ’  na,?,  Hool;e’  Nicholas  Street,  fohn  Lothrop, 

nhn  M  ’°’  Ed,WMd  Bulf’fy’  W  lil,am  Leveridge,  Richard  Blinman, 
ohn  Mihcr,  and  Marmaduke  Matthew's. 

Q  2  years 
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I  Jr  -  f-  r  * 

$656  years  after,  was  chofen  to  the  prefidentfhip  of  the  college 
to  in  the  Maffachufets,  and  removed  to  Cambridge. 

5660  They  had  many  local  laws.  In  criminal  cafes  they 
took  the  Maffachufets  for  their  pattern,  but  in  civil  mat¬ 
ters  they  profefied  to  take  the  common  law  for  their  rule, 
more  than  was  p  radii  fed  in  the  Maffachufets. 

An  exemplary  piece  of  ju  it  ice  is  recorded  to  their  ho^ 
nour  in  the  year  1638,  when  they  caufed  thiee  Englifh- 
men  to  be  executed  for  the  murder  of  an  Indian  near 
Providence. 

Plimouth  colony  adjoining  to  the  Maffachufets,  fome 
abort  dilpirtcs  fubfifted  between  them  concerning  bounds. 
In  order  to  fettle  the  controverfy,  commiflioners  were 
appointed  in  the  year  1640,  viz.  John  Endicot  and 
Ifrael  Stoughton  for  the  Maffachufets,  and  William  Brad- 
ford  and  Edward  Winflow  for  Plimouth.  It  was  not  then 
effected.  An  obfervation  had  been  taken  by  Nathanael 
Woodward,  in  the  year  1 638,  upon  part  of  Charles  river, 

,  41  degrees  59  minutes  north  latitude,  the  river  ftill  run¬ 
ning  fourhward  ;  the  perfons  employed  not  being  able 
to  proceed  farther  for  want  of  provisions.  In  1642,  the 
northern  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  were  ascertained  by 
the  fame  Woodward,  with  Solomon  Saffery  %  and  a 
Ration  fixed,  which  has  fince  been  allowed  to  be  the 
Maffachufets  corner  3  miles  fouth  of  Charles  river  *,  and 
from  this  corner,  the  lines  between  the  Maffachufets  and 
the  governments  of  Plimouth,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Con¬ 
necticut  have  been  run  and  confirmed  by  acts  of  the  fe- 

•  veral  governments^. 

\  / 

*  Douglafs  fays,  they  were  two  obfeure  Tailors  who  alfided  in  the 
furvey,  but  they  are  called,  in  the  record,  two  able  mathematicians. 

f  There  has  been  a  pretence  darted  or  revived  of  late  years,  that 
the  Maffachufets  had  extended  the  foutherly  part  of  Charles  river  to  a 
brook  too  fmall  to  be  accounted  a  branch  of  it;  but  fuch  pretences, 
after  fo  many  years  acquiefcence,  can  have  little  weight ;  eipecially 
if  it  be  confidered,- that  what  is  now  a  imail  brook,  after  the  coun¬ 
try  has  been  opened  and  cleared  of  wood  for  an  hundred  years,  may 
probably  have  bee»  a  navigable  dream  for  canoes  and  boats  at  the 
time  of  dxing  the  flation. 

.  '  ,  <  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Hiftorical  Occurrences,  from  the  Reiteration  of 
King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  year  1686, 
when  the  Charter  was  vacated. 

,  i 

SINCE  the  year  1640,  die  people  had  been  without  lfr$Q 
any  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  religious  or 
civil  privileges.  They  prudently  acknowledged  fub- 
je&ion  to  the  parliament,  and  afterwards  to  Cromwell, 
fo  far  as  was  neceffary  to  keep  upon  terms,  and  avoid  ex¬ 
ception,  and  no  farther.  The  addrefies  to  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell  fhew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  After 
Cromweirs  death,  during  the  frequent  changes  in  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England,  they  feem  to  have  taken 
part  with  none,  but  to  have  waited  until  fome  fettlement 
was  made,  which  fhould  have  a  profpedt  of  (lability  *. 

I  have  no  where  met  with  any  marks  of  difrefpedt  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  King,  and  there  is  no  room  to  fup- 
pofe  they  were  under  difaffeftion  to  his  ton,  and  if  they 
feared  his  reiteration  itwasbecaufe  they  expected  a  change 
in  religion,  and  that  a  perfecution  of  all  non-confor- 
mifts  would  follow  itt-  At  the  eledtion  in  May,  they 

*  I  find  this  remark  in  an  ancient  manufcript,  wrote  about  the  year 
1665,  “  When  a  packet  of  letters  was  lent  by  Mr.  John  Thurloe, 
containing  an  exprefs  order  of  the  council,  figned by  Henry  Lawrence 
prefident,  requiring  and  enjoining  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of 
the  Mafiachufeis  colony  to  proclaim  Richard  in  thefe  following  terms, 
that  is  to  fay,  Lord  Prote&or  of  the  common-wealth  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  they 
did  not  obey  the  faid  order.  And  fince  his  Majdly  King  Charles  the 
fecond  was  proclaimed  in  the  Mafiachufets,  at  Bollon  and  other  places, 
they  have  not  failed,  in  all  their  courts  and  judicial  proceedings 
throughout  the  colony,  to  give  that  tribute  of  honour  to  his  Majdly, 
which  in  fuch  like  cales  is  commonly  rendered  by  the  couits  of  law 
at  Weftminlier.” 

+  They  had  undoubtedly  a  good  opinion  of  the  perfons  in  wh«fe 
bands  the  adminiftration  then  was ;  but  the  uncertainty  of  their  con¬ 
tinuance  in  power  was  reafon  enough  for  caution. 

•  .  O  3  could  , 
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could  have  received  no  intelligence  from  England,  to 
enable  them  to  make  any  certain  judgment  of  affairs. 
.ATr.  iindicot  was 'then  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  Bel¬ 
lingham  deputy  governor,  both  of  them  as  fixed  in  their 
principles  as  any  of  their  brethren.  The  bufinefs  of 
this  feffion  of  the  genera!  court  went  over,  and  nothing 
pallco  i dative  to  ariairs  in  England.  On  the  ayth  of 
j  uiy,  Capt.  I  ierce,  a  noted  fhipmafter  in  the  trade  between 
England  and  the  colony,  arrived  and  brought  the  news 
of  the  King’s  being  proclaimed.  If  they  received  at  the 
.ame  time  the  King’s  declaration  from  Breda,  and  de- 
pended  that  a  royal  promife  would  be,  as  it  alwavs  outfit 
to  lx,  religioufly  complied  with,  they  need  not  have  been 
under  great  concern  about  their  public  affairs  either  in 
church  or  ftate.  No  advices  wrere  received  from  autho¬ 
rity,  and  the  King  was  not  proclaimed  in  the  colony  *  ; 
nor  was  any  alteration  made  in  the  forms  of  their  public 
ads  and  proceedings.  There  was  a  feffion  of  the  genera! 
court  in  Odlober,  and  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  but  it  did  not  fucceed.  Mr.  Norton, 
one  of  the  minifters  of  Bofton,  was  very  earned  for  it  \ 
out  lumours  came  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  England  was  in  a  very  unfettled  ftate,  the 
body  of  the  people  diflatisfied ;  that  the  Scotch  had  de- 
mande4  Monk  to  be  delivered  up  to  them,  that  Lord 
Fairfax  was  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  &c.  and  they 
had  feen  fo  many  changes  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months, 
that  they  thought  it  was  not  very  certain  that  an  addrefs 
to.  the  King  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  of  lafety,  council  of  ftate,  or  a  junto  with  lo me 
other  title.  On  the  30th  of  November,  a  lhip  arrived 
from  Briftol,  which  brought  advices  of  the  proceedings 
of  parliament,  and  that  all  matters  were  fully  fettled. 
They  were  alfo  informed  by  letters  from  Mr.  Leveret 
their  agent,  and  others,  that  petitions  and  complaints  were 

*  1  was  firft  inftance  ol  the  acceftion  of  a  Prince  to  the  throne 
fince  this  colony  had  been  planted,  and  perhaps  the  propriety  and  ne- 
cellity  of  this  ceremony  in  the  plantations  were  not  fully  underftood 
and  confidered,  I  hnd  notning  laid  ?.bont  it,  until  notice  taken  in 
England  of  the  neglcft. 

pre- 
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preferred  againft  the  colony  to  the  King  in  council,  and  1660 
to  the  parliament  (a  citation  being  pofted  upon  the  ex¬ 
change  in  London)  by  Mafon, 

governor  and  affiftants  met  foithwith  j  culled  the  geneiai 
court  to  convene  the  19th  of  December ;  a  very  loyal 
addrefs  to  the  King  was  prefently  agreed  upon  •,  and  an¬ 
other  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Letters  were  fent 
by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  a  conftant  friend  to 
the  colony,  to  Lord  Manchefter,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and 
other  perfons  of  note,  to  pray  them  to  intercede  in  b^haif 
of  the  colony.  A  moft  gracious  anfwer  was  given  to 
the  addrefs,  by  the  King’s  letter  dated  Feb.  15%  1660, 
which  was  the  firft  public  a6t  or  order  concerning  them 
after  the  reftoration,  except  a  few  lines,  the  23d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  before,  from  fecretary  Morice,  to  inclofe  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  apprehending  two  of  the  late  King’s  Judges  , 
both  letters  it  is  probable  by  the  fame  fhip,  which  arrived 
in  May  following. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  governor  and 
council,  March  18th,  took  public  notice  of  a  book  pub- 
lifhed  by  Mr.  Eliot  not  long  before,  i n titled,  1  heChriftiaa 
Commonwealth,  &c.  which  they  declare  they  find,  on 
perufal,  full  of  feditious  principles  and  notions  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  all  eftablifhed  governments  in  the  chriftian  world ; 
efipecially  againft  the  government  eftablifhed  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country.  -Upon  confultation  with  the  elders,  their 
cenfure  was  deferred  until  the  general  court  met,  that 
Mr.  Eliot  might  have  the  opportunity,  in  the  mean  time, 
of  making  a  public  recantation/5 

At  the  next  feflions,  in  May,  Mr.  Eliot  gave  into  the 
court  the  following  acknowledgment  under  his  hand. 

“  Understanding  by  an  act  of  the  honoured  council, 
that  there  is  offence  taken  at  a  book  publiihed  in  England 
by  others,  the  copy  whereof  was  fent  over  by  myfelf  about 
nine  or  ten  years  fince,  and  that  the  further  confideratiofi 
thereof  is  commended  to  this  honoured  general  court  now 
fitting  at  Bofton  :  Upon  perufal  thereof,  I  do  judge  my¬ 
felf  to  have  offended,  and  in  way  of  fatisfa&ion,  not  only 
to  the  authority  of  this  jurifdi&ion,  but  alfo  to-  any  others 

0*4  '  shat 
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60o  that  (hall  take  notice  thereof,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge 
to  this  honoured  court,  that  fuch  expreflions  as  do  too 
manifcftly  fcandalize  the  government  of  England  by 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  as  antichriftian,  and  juftify 
the  late  innovators,  I  do  fincerely  bearteftimony  againft, 
and  acknowledge  it  to  be,  not  only  a  lawful,  but  eminent 
form  of  government. 

2d.  All  form  of  civil  government,  deduced  from 
fcripture,  I  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,  and  to  be  fub- 
je feed  for  confcience  fake. — And  vvhatfoever  is  in  the 
wno!e  epiftle  or  book  inconfiftent  herewith,  I  do  at  once 
moft  cordially  difown.  John  Eliot.55 

The  books  were  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  called  in, 
and  this  acknowledgment  to  be  ported  up  in  the  principal 
towns  in  the  colony.  When  the  times  change,  men  gene¬ 
rally  fuftcr  their  opinions  to  change  with  them  ;  fo  far,  at 
Kail,  as  is  neceffary  to  avoid  danger.  Between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  the  feventh  and  James  the  firft,  how  many  times 
did  the  whole  body  ot  the  clergy  of  England  change  or 
fhift  their  opinions  in  matters  of  greater  importance? 

A  day  of  public  thankfgiving  was  appointed  by  au¬ 
thority,  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  heaven,  in  in¬ 
clining  the  King  gracioufly  to  accept  and  anfwer  the  ad- 
drefs  made  to  him. 

They  were,  notwithrtanding,  under  no  fmall  degree  of 
fear,  left  the  revolution  of  government  in  England  fhould  * 
produce  as  great  a  change  in  the  form  of  their  government, 
both  in  church  and  (late.  They  were  alarmed  from  all 
quarters.  Reports  were  fpread,  that  Virginia  and  the 
Hands  were  forbid  trading  with  them,  that  three  frigates 
would  foon  be  fcnt  from  England,  and  that  a  general  go¬ 
vernor  overall  the  colonies  was  to  come  in  one  of  them  *. 

t  ■  * 

*  “  ft  he  general  vogue  of  people  is,  that  a  governor  will  be  fentover ; 
other  rumours  there  are  concerning  you.  I  made  bold  to  addrefs  my- 
felt  to  Lord  Say  and  defired  his  favour.  His  lordfliip  profeffed  his 
great  refpeft  for  the  plantations,  and  thanked  God  he  prayed  for  you 
daily,  promifing  to  improve  his  intcreft.  &c. — Epifcopacy,  com¬ 
mon  prayer,  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  fign  of  the  crofs*  in  baptifm, 
the  altar  and  organs  are  in  ufe,  and  like  to  be  more.  The  Lord  keep 
and  preferve  his  cnurches,  that  there  may  not  be  fainting  in  a  day  of 
trial. Leveret' s  letter  to  MaJJ'a.  Land,  \  ^th  Feb.  1660. 
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At  the  fame  fdfions,  in  May,  they  paffed  the  following  i 
vote. 

“  Forasmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of  our  affairs, 
of  the  higheft  concernment,  call  for  diligent  and  fpeedy 
life  of  the  befh  means,  ferioufly  to  difcufs  and  rightly  to 
underftand  our  liberty  and  duty,  thereby  to  beget  unity 
amongft  ourleJves,  in  the  due  obfervance  of  obedience 
and  fidelity  to  the  authority  of  England  and  our  own 
juft  privileges:  For  the  eifeding  whereof,  it  is  ordered, 
that  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet,  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds,  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Denifon,  Mr.  Danforth,  Major  William 
Hawthorn,  Capt.  Thomas  Savage,  Capt.  Edward  John- 
fon,  Capt.  Eleazer  Luflher,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Norton, 
Mr.  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  *,  be  and  hereby  are  a 
committee,  immediately  after  the  difibiutlon  or  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  court,  to  meet  together  in  Bofton,  on  fecond 
day  next,  at  12  of  the  clock,  to  confider  and  debate  inch 
matter  or  thing  of  publick  concernment,  touching  our 
patent,  laws,  privileges,  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  as  they 
in  their  wifdom  fhall  judge  molt  expedient,  and  draw  up 
the  refultof  their  apprehenfions,  and  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  next  fefiion  for  confideration  and  approbation,  thatfo 
(if  the  will  of  God  be)  we  may  fpeak  and  ad  the  fame 
thing,  becoming  prudent,  honeft,  confcientiousand  faith¬ 
ful  men  f 

An  anfwer  was  drawn  up,  and  accepted  by  the  court, 
at  a  fefiion  fpeci^lly  appointed  to  receive  the  fame  J. 

In  the  fhip  which  arrived  from  London  the  27th  of 
July,  there  came  pa!Tengers  Col.  Whaley  and  Col.  Goffe, 
two  of  the  late  King’s  judges.  Col.  Gotfe  brought  tefti- 
monials  from  Mr.  John  Rowe,  and  Mr.  Seth  Wood,  two 
minifters  of  a  church  in  Weftminfter.  Col.  Whaley  had 
beeq  a  member  of  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin’s  church. 
Goffe  kept  a  journal  or  diary,  from  the  day  he  left  Weft- 
minfter.  May  4,  until  the  year  1667;  which,  together 
with  feveral  other  papers  belonging  to  him,  I  have  in  my 
poffefiion.  Almolt  the  whole  is  in  characters  or  Short 

*  The  four  1  all  named  were  minifters. 

f  Majfachufets  Records,  J  Appendix, 

baud. 
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660  hand,  not  very  difficult  to  decypher.  The  ftory  of  thefe 
perfons  has  never  yet  been  published  to  the  world.  It  has 
never  been  known  in  New-England.  Their  papers,  after 
their  death,  were  colle&ed,  and  have  remained  near  an 
hundred  years  in  a  library  in  Bofton.  It  muft  give  fome 
entertainment. to  the  curious.  They  left  London,  before 
the  King  was  proclaimed.  It  does  not  appear,  that  they 
were  among  the  mod  obnoxious  of  the  judges ;  but  as  it 
was  expedled  vengeance  would  be  taken  of  fome  of  them, 
and  a  great  many  had  fled,  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
remain.  They  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  perfons 
or  characters  when  they  arrived  at  Bofton*  but  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  the  governor,  Mr.  Endicot,  who  received 
them  very  courteoufly.  They  were  vifited  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  of  the  town  ;  and  among  others,  they  take 
notice  of  Col.  Crown’s  coming  to  fee  them.  He  was  a 
noted  royalift.  Although  they  did  not  difguife  themfelves, 
yet  they  chofe  to  refide  at  Cambridge,  a  village  about 
four  miles  diftant  from  the  town,  where  they  went  the 
Firft  day  they  arrived.  They  went  publickly  to  meetings 
on  the  Lord’s  days,  and  to  occafional  lectures,  fails,  and 
thanksgivings,  and  were  admitted  to  the  lacrament,  and 
attended  private  meetings  for  devotion,  vifited  many  of 
the  principal  towns,  and  were  frequently  at  Bofton,  and 
once,  when  infulted  there,  the  perfon  infulting  them  was 
bound  to  his  good  behaviour.  They  appeared  grave, 
ferious  and  devout,  and  the  rank  they  had  fuftained  com¬ 
manded  refpeft,  Whaley  had)  been  one  of  Cromwell’s 
Lieut.  Generals,  and  Goffe  a  Major-General.  It  is  not 
ftrange  that  they  fhould  meet  with  this  favourable  recep¬ 
tion,  nor  was  this  reception  any  contempt  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  in  England.  They  were  known  to  have  been  two 
cf  the  King’s  judges  ;  but  King  Charles  the  fecond  was 
not  proclaimed,  when  the  fhip  that  brought  them  left 
London.  They  had  the  news  of  it  in  the  channel. 
The  reports  afterwards,  by  way  of  Barbados,  were,  that 
all  the  judges  would  be  pardoned  but  feven.  The  aCt 
of  indemnity  was  not  brought  over  until  the  laft  of  No¬ 
vember.  When  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  excepted, 
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fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  government  were  1660 
alarmed  ;  pity  and  compaffion  prevailed  with  others. 

They  had  affurances,  from  lbme  that  belonged  to  the 
general  court,  that  they  would  Band  by  them,  but  were 
advifed,  by  others,  to  think  of  removing.  The  2 2d  of 
February,  the  governor  fummoned  a  court  of  affiflants 
to  confult  about  fecuring  them,  but  the  court  did  not 
agree  to  it.  Finding  it  unfafe  to  remain  any  longer,  they 
left  Cambridge,  the  26th  following,  and  arrived  at  New- 
Haven  the  7th  of  March.  One  Capt.  Breedan,  who 
had  feen  them  at  Bofton,  gave  information  thereof  upon 
his  arrival  in  England.  A  few  days  after  their  removal, 
an  hue  and  cry,  as  they  term  it  in  their  diary,  was 
brought  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  and  thereupon  a  war¬ 
rant  to  fecure  them  iffued,  the  8th  of  March,  from  the 
governor  and  affiftants,  which  was  fent  to  Springfield 
and  the  other  towns  in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  colony, 
but  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  it  *. 

The 

*  They  were  well  treated  at  New-Haven,  by  the  mtoifters  and  fame 
Of  the  magiftrates,  and  for  fome  days  feem’d  to  apprehend  themfelves 
put  of  danger.  But  the  news  of  the  King’s  proclamation  being 
brought  to  New-Haven,  they  were  obliged  to  abfcond.  The  27th 
of  March,  they  removed  to  Milford,  and  appeared  there  in  the  day 
time,  and  made  themfelves  known ;  but  at  night,  returned  privately 
to  New-Haven,  and  lay  concealed  in  Mr.  Davenport  the  minifter’s 
houfe  until  the  30th  of  April.  About  that  time,  news  came  to  Bofton 
that  ten  of  the  judges  were  executed,  and  the  governor  received  a 
royal  mandate,  dated  March  1660,  to  caufe  Whaley  and  GofFe  to 
be  fecured.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  country,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  court  were  now  in  earned  in  their  endeavours  to  apprehend 
them ;  and  to  avoid  all  fufpicion,  they  gave  commiflion  and  inftruc- 
tion  to  two  young  merchants  from  England,  Thomas  Kellond  and 
^  bomas  Kirk,  zealous  royalifts,  to  go  through  the  colonies,  as  far  as 
Manhados,  in  tearch  of  them.  They  had  friends  who  informed  them 
what  was  doing,  and  they  removed  from  Mr.  Davenport’s  to  the 
houfe  of  one  Jones,  where  they  lay  hid  until  the  nth  of  May,  and 
then  removed  to  a  mill,  and  from  thence,  on  the  23th,  into  the 
woods,  where  they  met  Jones  and  two  of  his  companions,  Sperry 
and  Burril,  who  fir  ft  condufted  them  to  a  place  called  hatchet-har¬ 
bour,  where  they  lay  two  nights,  until  a  cave  or  hole  in  the  lide  of  a 
.nil  was  prepared  to  conceal  them.  This  hill  they  called  Providence 

bill ; 
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1 6b x  The  proclaiming  the  King  having  been  deferred  until 
Auguft  1661,  the  governor,  upon  intelligence  from 
England  of  what  was  doing  there  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

colony, 

hill;  and  there  they  continued,  from  the  15th  of  May  to  the  nth  of 
June,  fometimes  in  the  cave,  and,  in  very  tempt*ftuous  weather,  in  a 
houfe  near  to  it.  During  this  time,  the  meffengers  went  through 
Dew-Haven  to  the  Dutch  fettlement,  from  whence  they  returned  ^co 
Jbciton  by  water.  They  made  diligent  fearch,  and  had  full  proof 
that  the  regicides  had  been  feen  at  Mr.  Davenport’s,  and  offered  great 
rewards  to  Englifh  and  Indians  who  fhould  give  information  that  they 
might  he  taken,  but,  by  the  fidelity  of  their  three  friends,  they  re¬ 
mained  undifcovered.  Mr.  Davenport  was  threatned  with  being 
called  to  an  account,  for  concealing  and  comforting  traitors,  and 
.  might  well  be  alarmed.  They  had  engaged  to  furrender,  rather  than 
the  country  or  any  particular  perfons  fhould  fuffer  upon  their  account ; 
and  upon  intimation  of  iMr.  Davenport  s  danger,  they  generoufly  re¬ 
fold  to  go  to  Nevv-Haven,  and  deliver  themfelves  up  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  there.  The  mileries*they  had  buffered  and  were  dill  expofed  to, 
and  the  little  chance  they  had  of  finally  efcaping,  in  a  country  where 
every  Granger  is  immediately  known  to  be  fuch,  would  not  have 
been  fufficient  to  have  induced  them.  They  let  the  deputy  governor, 
Mr.  Leete,  know  where  they  were,  but  he  took  no  meafures  to  fe- 
cure  them;  and  the  next  day,  fome  perfons  came  to  them,  to  advife 
them  not  to  furrender.  Having  publickly  fhewn  themfelves  at  New- 
Haven,  they  had  cleared  Mr.  Davenport  from  the  fufpicion  of  ffili 
concealing  them,  and,  the  24th  of  June,  went  into  the  woods  again 
to  their  cave.  They  continued  thpre,  fometimes  venturing  to  a  houfe 
r, ear  the  cave,  until  the  19th  of.Auguft,  when  the  fearch  for  them 
being  pretty  well  over,  they  ventured  to  the  houfe  of  one  Tomkins, 
near  Milford,  where  they  remained  two  years,  without  fo  much  as 
going  into  the  orchard.  After  that,  they  took  a  little  more  liberty, 
and  made  themfelves  known  to  feveral  perfons  in  whom  they  could 
confide,  and  each  of  them  frequently  prayed,  and  alfo  exercifed,  as 
they  term  it,  or  preached  at  private  meetings  in  their  chamber.  In 
1664,  the  commiflioners  from  King  Charles  arrived  at  Bofton.  Upon 
the  news  of  it,  they  retired  to  their  cave,  where  they  tarried  8  or  10 
days*  Soon  after,  fome  Indians,  in  their  hunting,  difcovered  the 
cave  with  the  bed,  &c.  and  the  report  being  fpread  abroad,  it  was 
not  fafe  to  remain  rear  it.  On  the  13th  of  O&ober  1664,  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Hadley,  near  an  hundred  miles  diftant,  travelling  only  by 
night,  where  Mr.  Ruffel,  the  minifter  of  the  place,  had  previoufly 
agreed  to  receive  them.  Here  they  remained  concealed  fifteen  or 
fixteen  years,  very  few  perfons  in  the  colony  being  privy  to  it.  The 
Hit  account  of  Goffe,  is  from  a  letter,  dated  Ebenezer,  the  name  they 
gave  their  feveral  places  of  abode,  April  2d,  1679*  Whaley  had 
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colony,  did  not  think  proper  to  delay  it  any  longer,  166 
and  called  the  general  court  together  the  7th  of  Au- 
guft,  when,  after  a  great  variety  of  forms  for  a  pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  propofed,  the  following  was  agreed 

to. 

<  “  FORASMUCH 

been  dead  fome  time  before.  The  tradition  at  Hadley  is,  that  two 
perfons,  unknown,  were  buried  in  the  minifter’s  cellar.  The  mini- 
Her  was  no  fufferer  by  his  boarders.  They  received  more  or  lefs  re¬ 
mittances  every  year,  for  many  years  together,  from  their  wives  in 
England.  Thofe  few  perfons  who  knew  where  they  were,  made 
them  frequent  prefents.  Richard  Sakonftall,  Efq;  who  was  in  the  fe- 
cret,  when  he  left  the  country  and  went  to  England  in  1672,  made 
them  a  prefent  of  fifty  pounds  at  his  departure  ;  and  they  take  notice 
of  donations  from  feveral  other  friends.  They  were  in  conifant  ter¬ 
ror;  though  they  had  reafon  to  hope,  after  fome  years,  that  the  en¬ 
quiry  for  them  was  over.  They  read,  with  pleafure,  the  news  of 
their  being  killed,  with  other  judges  in  Switzerland.  Their  diary, 
for  fix  or  feven  years,  conrains  every  little  occurrent  in  the  town, 
church,  and  particular  families  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were 
fmall  affairs.  They  had  indeed,  for  a  few  years  of  their  lives,  been 
among  the  principal  aClors  in  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation;  Goffe 
efpecially,  who  turned  the  members  cf  the  little  parliament  out  of  the 
houfe,  and  who  was  attached  to  Oliver  and  to  Richard  to  the  laft;  but 
they  were  both  of  low  birth  and  education.  They  had  very  conflant 
and  exadt  intelligence  of  every  thing  which  paffed  in  England,  and 
were  unwilling  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  deliverance.  Their  greateft 
expectations  were  from  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies.  They  had 
no  doubt,  that  the  execution  of  the  judges  was  the  flaying  of  the  wit¬ 
ness.  They  were  much  difappointed,  when  the  year  1666  had  paffed 
without  any  remarkable  event,  but  flattered  themfelves  that  the  chrif- 
tian  aera  might  be  erroneous.  Their  lives  were  miferable  and  conflant 
burdens.  They  complain  of  being  banifhed  from  all  human  fociety. 

A  letter  from  Goffe’s  wife,  who  was  Whaley’s  daughter,  I  think 
worth  preferving.  f  Appendix.)  After  the  lecond  year,  Goffe  writes, 
by  the  name  of  Walter  Goldfmith,  arid  Hie  of  Frances  Goldfmith, 
and  the  correfpondence  is  carried  on,  as  between  a  mother  and  fgn. 
There  is  too  much  religion  in  their  letters  lor  the  taile  of  the  prefent 
day ;  but  the  diilreffes  of  two  perfons,  under  thefe  peculiar  circum- 
Hances,  who  appear  to  have  lived  very  happily  together,  are  very 
ftrongly  defcribed. 

Whilfl  they  were  at  Hadley  (Feb.  10,  1664)  Dixwell,  another  of 
the  judges,  came  to  them,  but  from  whence,  or  in  what  part  of  Ame¬ 
rica  he  firft  landed,  is  not  known.  The  firfl  mention  of  him  in  their 
journal,  is  by  the  name  of  Col.  Dixwell ;  but  ever  after,  they  call 

him 
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V'  FORASMUCH  as  Charles  the  fecond  is  undoubted 
Jving  of  Great-Bricain  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s  territo- 
ries  and  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  and  hath  been 
ome  time  fince  lawfully  proclaimed  and  crowned  accor¬ 
dingly  :  We  therefore  do,  as  in  duty  we  are  bound,  own 
and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our  Sovereign  Lord  and 
Ling,  and  do  therefore  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  his 
facred  Majefty  Charles  the  fecond,  to  be  lawful  Kin o-  of 
Great-Bricain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  all  other  the'ter- 
ntones  thereunto  belonging.  God  fa ve  the  King. 5> 

An 

him  Mr.  Davids.  He  continued  Tome  years  at  Hadley,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  New-Haven..  He  was  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of 
thofe  who  were  obnoxious  in  England,  but  he  never  difcovered  who 
he  was  until  he  was  on  his  death-bed.  I  have  one  of  his  letters, 
iigned  James  Davids,  dated  March  23d  1683.  He  married  at  New- 
Haven,  and  left  feveral  children.  After  his  death,  his  fon,  who  before 
had  oeen  called  Davids,  took  the  name  of  Dixwell,  came  to  Bolton, 
and  lived  m  good  repute ;  was  a  ruling  elder  of  one  of  the  churches 
tnere,  and  died  in  1721,  of  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation.  Some  of 
his  grandchildren  are  now  living.  Col.  Dixwell  was  buried  at  New- 
Haven.  His  grave  Hone  Hill  remains  with  this  infcription.  «  T  D. 
Efq,  diceafed  Maich  18th,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  i688,,> 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  many  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  co¬ 
lony  greatly  elteemed  thele  perfons  for  their  profeffions  of  piety  and 
their  grave  deportment,  who  did  not  approve  of  their  political  con- 
dud.  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  minilter  of  Cambridge,  who  Ihewed  them 
great  niendfhip  upon  their  firil  arrival,  fays  in  a  manufcript  which  he 
wrote  in  his  own  vindication,  {i  Since  I  have  had  opportunity,  by 
reading  and  difcourfe,  to  look  a  little  into  that  adion  for  which  tnefe 
men  lufrer,  I  could  never  fee  that  it  was  jufiifiable.”  After  they  were 
declared  traitors,  they  certainly  would  have  been  fent  to  England  if 
they  could  have  been  taken.  It  was  generally  thought  they  had  left 
the  count: y  ;  and  even  tne  confequence  of  their  efcape  was  dreaded, 
IwTft  wnen  they  were  taken,  thole  who  had  harboured  them  lhould 
fuffer  for  it.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Man- 
cheflcr^  that  he  fuppofes  they  went  towards  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoe?, 
and  took  fhipping  for  Holland  ;  and  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  then  gover- 
inoi,  in  December  1684,  writes  to  Edward  Randolph,  “  that  after 
their  being  at  New-Hai  on,  he  could  never  hear  what  became  of  thenl.,, 
Randolph,  who  was  lent  to  fearch  into  the  fecrets  of  the  government, 
could  obtain  no  more  knowledge  of  them,  than  that  they  had  been 
in  the  country,  and  refpeft  had  been  fhewn  them  by  fome  of  the  ma¬ 
gi  Urates.  I  am  loth  to  omit  an  anecdote  handed  down  through  go¬ 
vernor  Leveret’s  family.  I  find  Goffe  takes  notice  in  his  journal  of 

Leveret’s 
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An  order  parted  the  court  the  fame  day,  and  was  ported  1 66 1 
up  in  Bofton,  forbidding  all  diforderly  behaviour  on  the 
occafion  ;  declaring  that  no  perfon  might  exped*  indul¬ 
gence  for  the  breach  of  any  law,  and  46  in  a  particular 
manner,  that  no  man  fliould  prefume  to  drink  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  health  which  the  order  fays,  “  he  hath  in  an 
efpecial  manner  forbid.53 

An  addrefs  to  the  King  was  likewife  agreed  to  and 
ordered  to  be  lent  to  England. 

Intelligence  arriving  of  further  complaints  againfl: 
the  colony,  and  orders  being  received  from  the  King, 
that  perfons  rtiould  be  fent  over  to  make  anfwer,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  the  court  together  again,  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  Simon  Bradftreet,  one  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  John  Norton,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Bofton  church, 
were  chofen  agents  for  the  colony,  and  inftrudions  given 
them  ;  the  Turn  of  which  was,  to  reprcfent  the  colony  as 
his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  obedient  fubjeds,  to  endeavour 
to  take  off  all  fcandal  and  objedions,  and  to  underftand 
his  Majefty’s  apprehenfions  concerning  them,  to  do  no¬ 
thing  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  charter,  and  to 
keep  the  court  advifed  of  thefe  tranfadions  and  all  oc¬ 
currences  f . 


These 

Leveret's  being  at  Hadley.  The  town  of  HadJey  was  alarmed  by  the 
Indians  in  1675,  in  the  time  of  publick  worfhip,  and  the  people  were 
in  the  utmoft  ccnfulion.  Suddenly,  a  grave  elderly  perfon  appeared  in 
the  midft  of  them.  In  his  mien  and  drefs  he  differed  from  the  reft  of 
the  people.  He  not  only  encouraged  them  to  defend  themfelves  ;  but 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  rallied,  intruded  and  Jed  them  on  to  en¬ 
counter  the  enemy,  who  by  this  means  were  rcpulfed.  As  fuddenly, 
the  deliverer  of  Hadley  difappeared.  The  people  were  left  in  con- 
flernation,  utterly  unable  to  account  for  this  ltrange  phcenomenon.  It 
is  not  probable,  that  they  were  ever  able  to  explain  it.  If  Goffe  had 
been  then  difcovered,  it  mull  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe 

perfons,  who  declare  by  their  letters  that  they  never  knew  what  became 
of  him. 

*  “  Hoc  eft  ad  noflros  non  leve  crimen  avosT  O  vid. 
f  Mr.  Pynchon  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  Nevv-Haven,  March 
26,  1662,  “  Our  general  court,  after  much  agitation  and  opposition, 
have  at  laft  fent  two  meffengers  to  England,  Mr.  N.  and  Mr.  B. 
€t  who  went  from  Bofton  lOthFeb.  I  pray  God  it  may  be  for  the 
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loci  These  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  fervice  with  ofeaf 
reluctance,  Mr.  Norton  particularly.  A  fhip  was  flopped 
ror  them  upon  demurrage,  and  then  difeharged,  and  then 
opped  agam.  At  length  the  committee,  appointed  to  do 
every  thing  neceflary  for  their  difpatch  in  the  recefs  of 
the  court,  engaged  “  to  make  good  all  damages  they 
mignt  fuflain  by  the  detention  of  their  peri'ons  in  England 
or  otherwife.”  They  departed  the  icth  of  February. 

1662  ^  7  heir  reception  in  England  was  much  more  favourable 
tr.an  was  expected,  their  flay  fhort,  returning  the  next  fall 
with  the  King  s  moft  gracious  letter,  fome  parts  of  which 
beared  the  hearts  of  the  country  ;  and  they  then  looked 
upon,  and  often  afterwards  recurred  to  them,  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  charter  privileges,  and  an  amnefty  of  all  paft 
errors.  The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  publilhed,  and,  in 
an  order  for  a  public  thankfgiving,  particular  notice  is 
taken  of  “  the  return  of  their  meflengers,  and  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  mercies  of  peace,  liberties,  and  the  gofpel*.” 

There 

•* 

/ 

\  *  / 

“  beft.  The  event  is  doubtful  to  me,  feeing  we  have  fo  many  falfe 
friends  and  open  enemies.’’  The  fears  of  the  people,  while  they 
were  abfent,  appear  from  many  paflages  in  private  letters,  mentioning 
.  reports  that  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  Norton  were  detained  in  England 
that  Mr.  Norton  was  in  the  Tower,  Sec. 

*  Lord  Say,  who,  upon  the  reftoration,  which  he  had  been  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting,  was  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  retained  his  friend- 
fhip  lor  the  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter. 

“  London  10th  July  1661. 

Gentlemen  and  honoured  friends. 

Having  fo  fafe  a  hand  and  fo  true  a  friend  to  convey  a  line  to  you* 
as  the  bearer  Mr.  Crowne,  I  was  loth  to  omit  writing,  becaufe  it  may 
be  my  Jaft,  my  glafs  being  almoft  run  out,  and  I  retiring  home.— You 
have  hau  fever  a)  appeared  here  againft  you,  and  have  been  examined 
againii  you,  as  Captain  Brcedan  and  others,  of  whom,  and  about 
what,  this  bearer  can  more  particularly  inform  you  than  I  will  at  this 
time  write  ;  and  I  mu  ft  fay  for  Mr.  Crowne,  he  hath  appeared,  both 
here  in  the  council  and  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  others,  as  really  ' 
and  cordially  for  you  as  any  could  do,  and  hath  allaied  the  ill  opinion 
of  your  cruelty  againft  the  quakers,  willingly  negle&ed  his  pafiage  to 
ft  ay  here  to  ferve  you,  and  by  his  means  and  information  of  the  ftate 
of  your  government,  as  now  it  is,  I  hope  you  will  have  no  governor 

put 
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There  were  Tome  things  however  in  the  King’s  letter  1662 
hard  to  comply  with  ;  and  although  it  was  ordered  to  be 
publifhed,  yet  it  was  with  this  caution,  that  inafmuch  as 
“  the  letter  hath  influence  upon  the  churches  as  well  as 
civil  ftate,  all  manner  of  adlings,  in  relation  thereto, 
fhah  be  lufpended  until  the  next  general  court,  that  fo 
all  pei  Tons  concerned  may  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
“  confider  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  his 
Majeity  s  pleafure  therein.”  I  he  King  exprefsly  de¬ 
clares,  “  We  will  preferve,  and  do  hereby  confirm  the  pa¬ 
tent  and  charter  heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our 
“  royal  father  of  blefled  memory,  and  they  fhall  fully  en- 
joy  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them 
in  and  by  the  fame,  and  we  will  be  ready  to  renew  the 
fame  charter  to  them,  under  our  great  leal  of  England, 

.  whenfoever  they  (nail  defire  it.”  His  majefty’s  <?ra- 
C’ous  pardon  to  all  his  fubjedls  was  likewife  declaredffor 
aj!  treafons,  &c.  during  the  late  troubles,  except  to  fuch  as 
irood  attainted  by  afl  of  .parliament,  if  any  fuch  fhould 
have  tranfported  themfelves  thither;  but  then  it  -was  re¬ 
quired,  that  all  their  laws  fhould  by  reviewed,  and  fuch 
as  were  contrary  or  derogatory  to  the  King’s  authority 
and  government  fhould  be  annulled  and  repealed  ;  that 
the  oath  of  allegiance  fhould  be  duly  adminiftred;  that 
the  ad  mm  ill  ration  of  juftice  fhould  be  in  the  Kind’s 
name,  that  freedom  and  liberty  fhould  be  piven  to  all 
fuch  as  defired  to  ufe  the  book  of  Common  Prayer 
an  .  perform  their  devotions  in  the  manner  efiablifhed  in  , 
England  ;  and  that  they  might  not  undergo  any  prejudice 

put  upon  you  but  of  your  own  liking  ;  wherefore  I  mull  requeft  you 
w,ll  ready  own  and  accordingly  requite  Mr.  Crowne  his  love,  care 
and  pains  for  you,  or  which  I  have  been  an  eye  witnefi.  ]  have  brought 
him  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  others,  and  have  requefted  thl-ir 

toTTi"  aa?d  h  m in  rr  beaha'f-  1  h3Ve  n°C  both 

o  thw  King  and  council,  to  advance  your  intereft;  more  1  can 
notao,  but  earneftly  to  pray  the  Lord  to  hand  with  you  and  for  you 

1  TT-  y0Ur  a,ffured  ,ovin8  friend  t0  ferve  you,  w!  Sa  y  &  Se II  l  ' 

r  rr  ^  e;erJ10n0Ured  friends>  the  governor 
of  the  Ma.iachufets  colony  in  New-England, 

<  fime  beiDS»  t0  communicated  to  the 
rut  Oi  the  magiftrates  and  deputies  there, 

'  '  s  *  thereby. 
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662  thereby,  that  all  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  lives  and  con¬ 


vocations  fhould  be  admitted  tothe  facramentof  theKord’s 
flipper,  according  to  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
their  children  tobaptiim  ;  that,  in  the  choce  of  governor 
and  affiftants,  the  only  confederation  to  be  had,  fhould  be 
of  the  wifdom,  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be 
chofen,  and  not  of  any  fadion  with  reference 'to  opinions 
and  outward  profeffion ;  that  all  freeholders  of  compe¬ 
tent  efiates,  not  vicious,  &c.  though  of  different  per- 
fuafions  concerning  church  government,  fhould  have 
their  votes  in  the  eledion  of  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
and  finally,  that  this  letter  fhould  be  publifhed,  &c. 

However  reafonable  the  feveral  things  required  by 
the  King  appear  to  11s  at  this  day*,  yet  many  of  them 
were  grievous  to  our  anceftors.  The  agents  met  with 
the  fate  of  mod  agents  ever  fince  -f\  The  favours  they 
had  obtained,  were  fuppofed  to  be  no  more  than  might 


well 


*  When  the  Jegifntor  has  believed  it  a  duty  to  permit  the  cxercife 


of  many  religions,  it  is  neceffary  that  he  Ihould  enforce  alfo  a  tolera¬ 
tion  among#  thefe  religions  themfelves.  Spir.  Laws . 

f  Mr.  Davis,  a  merchant  in  Bolton,  lately  arrived  from  England, 
writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  New-Haven  as  follows,  “  Mr.  Norton 


hath  loll  himfelf  much  in  the  efteem  of  the  generality,  and  will  da 


more  —  I  was  told  that  he  declared  to  the  court,  if  they  complied  not 
with  the  King’s  letter,  the  blood  that  fhould  be  fpilt  would  lie  at  their 
door.  —  Vefterday,  half  a  dozen  of  the  great  church  went  to  him,  and 
Mr.  Wilfon,  and  elder  Penn,  in  the  name  of  themfelves  and  others,  de¬ 
firing  that  an  afiiftant  might  be  chofen  (intending  Mr.  Allen,  I  fuppofe. 


whom  the  Lord  appears  much  with,  having  given  him  large  room  in 
the  hearts  of  the'  people)  but  fome,  I  hear,  have  gone  cn  the  other  fide 


and  oppofed  it.” 

Doctor  Mather  fays  upon  this  occafion,  “  Such  has  been  the  jealou3 
difpofition  of  our  New-Englanders  about  their  dearly  bought  privi¬ 
leges,  and  fuch  alfo  has  been  the  various  undemanding  of  the  people 
about  the  extent  of  thofe  privileges,  that  of  all  the  agents  which  tney 
have  fent  over  unto  the  court  of  England  for  now  40  years  together,  I 
know  not  any  one  who  did  not,*  at  his  return,  meet  with  fome  very 
froward  entertainment  among  his  countrymen.  And  there  may  be 
the  wifdom  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God  as  well  as  the  maUce  of 
the  evil  one  acknowledged  in  the  ordering  of  fuch  temptations.  Of 
thefe  temptations,  a  confiderable  fhare  fell  to  Mr.  Norton,  con- 
cernioff  whom  there  were  many  who  would  not  flick  to  fay,  that  ‘  he 

O  *  1  I 
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iVel!  have  been  expefted,  and  their  merits  were  foon  for-  t 

got ;  the  evils  which  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to’ 

prevent,  were  attributed  to  their  n  eg  I  eft  or  unnecefTary 

conceffions.  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  a  man  of  more  phlegm, 

and  not  ib  fenlibly  touched  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  was  fo  af- 

fefted  that  he  grew  melancholy.  He  died  fuddenly, 

very  foon  after  his  return  (April  5,  1603-f-.)  The  only 

thing  done  at  this  feffion,  in  Compliahce  with  his  Ma- 

Je^y  J  orders,  bolides  making  the  letter  public,  was  the 

giving  directions,  that  all  writs,  proceffOs,  & c.  Ihould 

be  in  his  Majefty  s  name.  A  committee  was  afterwards 

appointed,  to  conlider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  as  to 

the  other  parts,  who  were  to  report  the  next  feffion ; 

and  liberty  was  given  to  any  of  the  reverend  elders,  to 

any  freemen,  and  to  any  other  the  inhabitants^  to  fend 

in  tneir  thoughts,  that  fo,  after  ferious  confiderationp 

iomething  might  be  agreed  upon,  “  fatisfaftory  and  fafe, 

conducing  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  felicity  of  his 
people.” 

Th  j.  year  1002  was  remarkable  for  a  fvnod  or  creheral 
council  of  all  the  churches,  held  at  Bofton  in  the'month 
©f  September,  by  order  of  the  general  court. 

i  he  two  questions  referred  to  their  decifion,  and  con¬ 
cerning  which  the  country  was  much  divided  in  lenti- 
rnent,  were  thefe, 

iff,  Who  are  the  fubjefts  of  Baptifm  ? 

2d,  Vv  h ether,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  therd 

ought  to  be  a  conlociation  of  churches,  and  what  ihould 
be  the  manner  of  it  ? 


t*  ri  & 


had  laid  the  foundation  of  ruin  to  all  our  liberties,’  and  his  melancholv 
-f  Upon  his  tudcten  death,  the  Quakers  remarked  u  lohn  Norf-nn  . 

jjj**  ,«»"■  fv*  P»w„  Jr,t  L„Sd;r, f 

iudv’ment  hV ™  7V  A ^“5  d°T  by  the  fire-flde>  being  under  juft 
be  d”"’  V  ,  /  te  hnnd  °f  the  Bord  was  upon  him,  and  fo 
neu.ea.  R'frefent.  to  Kwg  and  Parliament, 

in  England,6' w.^Ahreafnt^b^Fo  *  ^'T  P”rfcCU'0r  of  the 

iultire  diphkf  ,td  by  hox  with  divine  pumlhment.  The 

L  his  intern,, P  aP°PIexy  da,vs  after.  lis  death  was  not  afcribed 
Q  C,  "  PeranCe’  but  to  Fox’3  Prediftions.  Volt.  Lett. 
u  mor!  P1IS  P3riter  a'qut  lmpiis  commune  eft.  Era/.  Epijl. 
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1662  The  refult  of  this  fynod  was  printed,  by  order  of  the 
general  court,  and  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Doctor 
Mather,  Mr.  Neal,  and  other  writers*, 

John  Touton,  a  French  doctor  and  inhabitant  of 
Rochel  in  France,  made  application  to  the  court,  in  be¬ 
half  of  himfelf  and  other  proteftants  expelled  from  their 
habitations,  on  account  of  their  religion,  that  they  might 
have  liberty  to  inhabit  here,  which  was  readily  granted  to 
them. 

Captain  Breedan,  who,  as  we  have  before  mentioned, 
had  been  in  England,  and  had  complained  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  harbouring  regicides,  and  had  laid  divers  other 

*  It  being  part  of  the  refult  of  this  fynod,  that  the  children  of  fuch, 
as  made  a  public  profdlion  of  their  faith,  <Scc.  although  not  in  full  com¬ 
munion,  might  be  admitted  to  baptifm,  feveral  of  the  members  dif- 
fented.  Mr.  Chauncey,  theprefident  of  the  college,  and  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port  of  New-Haven,  oppofed  it  in  print.  Mr.  Allen  anfvvered  the 
iirft,  and  Mr.  Richard  Mather  the  other.  His  fon,  Mr.  Increafe 
Mather,  a  young  gentleman  about  three  and  twenty,  was  with  the 
diffenters..-  He  writes  Mr.  Davenport,  Oftober2i,  1662,  “  I  have 
“  your  writings  Hill  in  my  hands.  I  offered  the  fynod  to  read  them, 
**  but  Mr.  Norton  advifed  them  not  to  fuffer  me ;  whereupon,  I  let 
<c  them  have  a  copy  of  them,  which  was  generally  tranfcribed.  I 
“  have  given  in  your’s  and  Mr.  Street’s  teftimony,  unto  the  gene* 
“  ral  court,  with  a  preface  fubfcribed  by  Mr.  Chauncey,  Mr.  Mayo, 
my  brother,  and  myfelf,  in  the  name  of  others  of  the  diffenting 
fl<  brethren  in  the  fynod,  wherein  we  declare,  that  we  fully  concur 
t(  with  what  is  infeited  by  yourfelf  in  thofe  papers.  Some  of  the 
s‘  court  would  fain  have  thrown  them  out  without  reading,  but  the 
major  part  were  not  fo  violent.  It  was  moved  they  might  be  printed. 
“  All  the  anfwer  we  could  get,  was,  that  we  might  do  as  we  would. 
“  We  count  it  a  favour  we  were  not  commanded  to  be  filent. — You 
“  may  fee  which  way  things  are  like  to  be  carried/’ 

Mr.  Eleazer  Mather,  of  Northampton,  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  of 
New-Haven,  4th  of  5th  month  1662,  “  There  was  fcarceany  of  the 
congregational  principles,  but  what  were  layen  at,  by  fome  or  other 
“  of  the  affembly  ;  as  relations  of  the  work  of  grace,  power  of  vot- 
te  ing  of  the  fraternity  in  admiffion,  profeffion  of  faith  and  repent- 
“  ance  not  to  be  required  of  fuch  as  were  baptized  in  the  church,  in 
«<  reference  to  the  baptifm  of  their  children.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Newbury, 
<<  was  one  of  the  great  antagonills  of  the  congregational  way  and 
order,  though  it  not  being  the  work  of  the  prefent  fynod,  his  many 
*(  motions,  to  confider  whether  we  were  in  the  right  ecclefiafficai 
order,  were  not  attended/1 

^  \ 
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thing's  to  its  charge  to  render  it  obnoxious,  returned  to  \  66 z 
New-England  this  year,  and  behaved  with  great  info- 
lence  in  the  face  oh  the  court,  ufurping  authority  and 
laying  his  corn  uands  on  them,  but  he  foon  found  they 
had  not  loft  tfv  ir  ipirit.  They  committed  him  to  prifon 
for  his  contemptuous  carriage,  and  afterwards  fined  him 
two  hundred  pounds  ft,  and  ordered  that  he  become  bound 
in  two  hundred  pounds  with  fureties,  to  be  of  good  beha¬ 
viour,  (landing  committed  until  fentence  be  performed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ifaac  Cole,  the  conftable  of  Woburn, 
being  charged  with  having  refufed  to  publifh  the  King’s 
letter,  and  Edward  Converfe,  one  of  the  feledlmen  of 
that  town,  with  having  fpoken  difrefpedlfully  of  it,  as 
tending  to  popery,  procefs  was  ordered  againft  them,  and 
they  were  held  to  anfwer  for  a  high  mildemeanor  ;  but 
the  fads  charged  againft  them  not  being  proved,  they 
were  acquitted. 

The  fevere  ads  of  parliament  againft  nonconformifts 
caufed  fome  of  them  again  to  think  of  a  place  of  refuge. 
Several  minifters  came  over,  and  more  intended  to  follow; 
but  New-England  was  threatned  with  a  !ofs  of  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  if  the  threat  had  been  executed,  they  would 
not  not  have  been  fecure  in  thefe  remote  parts  J. 

The  inhabitants  upon  Connedicut  river  being  increafed 
to  three  fownfhips,  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Had- 

f  Afterward?,  upon  application  from  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  feconded 
by  governor  Winthrop  oi  Connedicut,  the  fine  was  remitted  or  granted 
to  Sir  Thomas  Trmple,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  his  pleafure. 

X  “  Here  is  come,  with  Woodgreene,  one  Mr.  Davies,  a  rich  mer- 
€c  chant,  and  there  came  with  him  one  Mr.  Allen,  a  young  man,  a 
“  very  able  teacher,  recommended  by  Mr.  Goodwin.  He  hath  taught 
“  here  divers  times  fince  he  came.  Many  are  expeded  this  fummer. 

Cf  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Biddeford,  and  his  fon,  were  fliipped  for  New- 
<c  England  ;  but  an  oath  being  recynred  of  them  before  they  could  get 
“  out  of  the  harbour,  they  choie  to  die  in  prifon  rather  than  take  it.” 

E.  Mathers  letter  to  Davenfort,  ‘July  1662.  Another  MS.  in  1662, 
fays,  “  T  here  is  great  talk  of  many  minifters,  with  their  congrega- 
“  tions,  coming  over  the  next  year,  if  room  can  be  found  for  them, 

7  here  was  a  general  governor,  and  a  major  general  chofen,  and  a 
6  bifhop  with  a  fuffragan  ;  but  Mr,  Norton  writes,  that  they  are  not 
“  yet  out  of  nopes  to  prevent  it ;  the  governor^  name  is  Sir  Robert 

Carr,  a  rank  papift.” 

^ 


I 
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1662  It y,  at  the  feffions  of  the  general  court,  in  May  r 66%, 
f  r  1 wcre  made  a  county  by  the  name  of  Flampfhire. 

?  1  3  A  letter  was  fenr,  figned  by  the  governor,  in  the 
name  of  the  general  court,  dated  Odt.  20,  i66j,  to 
Podtor  John  Owen,  'delinng  him  to  come  over,  and 
to  accept  the  call  or  invitation  which  the  firft  church 
m  Ballon  had  given  him,  to  become  their  teacher,  in 

the  room  of  Mr.  Norton  ^  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  §. 

J004  in  1664,  the  people  of  New-England  were  furprized 
vvith  the  appearance  of  a  very  large  comet,  which  conti¬ 
nued  Irpm  trie  17th  of  November,  until  the  4th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  following.  At  firft,  it  appeared  in  the  eaft 
Lcerdtd,  alter  wards,  jn  the  well  vvith  a  tail.  They  were 
npt  alope  in  their  opinion,  that  comets  were  omens  of 
gitat  evils.  So  judicious  a  writer  as  Sleidan  obferves, 
that  a  comet  was  feen  all  the  month  of  Auguft  preceding 
the  October  when  Zuinglius  was  flain  ;  he  adds,  that 
the  Queen-Mother  of  France  died  about  the  fame  time. 
Qne  had  appeared  juft  before  Mr.  Cotton’s  death.  The 
death  of  their  aged  governor,  and  the  troubles  the  co¬ 
lony  met  with  the  next  year,  from  the  King’s  commif-/ 
^  tended  to  confirm  people  in  their  opinion.' 

The  aurora  borealis,  and  even  eclipfes,  in  former  ages 
bave  been  deemed  prodigies  and  of  ill  omenf, 

|  £05  I  he  firft  prolecutjon,  I  find  upon  record,  of  any  of 
the  propie  called  anabaptifis,  was  in  the  year  1 66 Wil¬ 
liam  I  urner,  Thomas  Gold,  Edward  Drinker,  John 
George,  and  Thomas  Olborne,  were  charged  before  the 
governor  and  other  magiftrates,  wjch  gathering  them-  - 

§  Capt.  Gookin,  one  of  the  aftiftants,  in  a  letter  dated  July  ? 666* 
fay?,  Doblor  Owen,  and  fome  choice  ones  who  intended  to  come 
“  vvith  him  in  Mr.  Pierce,  are  diverted,  and  that,  not  from  hopes 
({  of  better  times  there,  but  from  fears  of  vvorfe  here;  vvlrch  fome 
*f  new  couniel's,  there  aCtipg,  gave  them  occafion  for,  fo  that  in  all 
“  probability,  a  new  cloud  i$  gathering,  and  a  flonn  prepaiing  for 
f‘  u s?.?f 

f  Cerium  vifum  eft  ardere  plurimo  igni,  portentaqne  alia  aut  ob- 

veriata  ccuiis,  aut  vaua  exterricis  oftentavere  fpecies.  Lfv, 

?  •*  .  ;  *  * 
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fclve^into  a  pretended  church  (late*,  in  oppofmon  to  the  1 665 
order  of  the  churches  in  Chrift  in  the  colony,  and  inter- 
medling  with  thofe  holy  appointments  of  the  Lord  Jehus, 
which  are  proper  only  to  office  truft.55  They  confeffed 
they  had  joined  in  a  church  fociety,  that  they  had  been 
rebaptized,  and  that  one  of  them  adminiftred  the  Lord’s 
fupper.  They  were  admonifhed,  and  threatned  that  if 
they  continued  to  meet  and  prafbfe  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  gofpel,  the  court  would  proceed  againft  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  demerits.  They  perfevered  notwithftand- 
ing,  and  were  fentenced  by  the  court  to  be  disfranchifed,  if 
they  were  freemen  *,  and  if  they  ftili  continued  their  prac¬ 
tice,  to  be  committed  to  prifon,  upon  conviction  before  one 
magiftrate,  until  the  general  court  Should  take  further  order; 
and  fome  time  after,  they  were  imprifoned  and  banifhed.  Ni- 
timur  in  vetitum  was  verified  in  this  pioceeding,  as  it  ufually 
is  in  the  like  cafes.  Severity  made  converts,  and  then  it  was 
thought  advifeable  to  ceafe  from  further  profecutions  ffi . 

The 

*  This  feverity  was  difagreeable  to  many.  A  petition  to  the  court 
was  figned  by  Capt.  Hutchinfon,  Capt.  Oliver,  and  others  in  1668, 
for  favour  to  Thomas  Gold  and  the  reft,  but  it  gave  offence,  and 
fome  of  the  petitioners  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  their  fault;  fome 
^expreftions  in  the  petition  being  conlirued  reproachful,  and  the  chief 
promoters  were  lined.  Mr.  lucreafe  Mather  writes  to  his  brother 
at  Northampton,  July  3d  1665,  “  In  this  town  is  lately  congregated 
a  church  of  anabaptifts.  They  take  advantage  from  the  commif- 
lioners,  who  deciaied  that  they  would  have  liberty  given  to  all  forts 
and  febts  of  men.” 

f  This  was  not  the  fir fb  appearance  of  antipaedobaptifm  in  the  co¬ 
lony.  Mr.  Dunftar,  the  prefident  of  the  college,  made  profellion  of 
it,  and  was  forced  to  quit  his  prefidentfhip.  Mr.  Chauncey,  his  fuc- 
ceftbr,  held  immerfton  neceffary,  but  was  content  that  the  ordinance 
fhou’d  be  adminiftred  to  infants,  provided  it  was  done  in  that  way.  In 
Mr.  Hooker’s  time,  foon  after  the  year  1640,  it  appears  by  his  letters, 
that  many  were  inclined  that  way,  and  he  expreft'es  his  apprehendons 
that  the  number  would  increase.  “  In  1644,  one  Painter,  for  re- 
fufing  to  let  his  child  be  baptized,  (his  wife  defiring  it)  was  brought 
before  the  court,  where  he  declared  their  baptifm  to  be  antichriftian. 

|He  was  fentenced  to  be  whipped,  which  he  bore  without  flinching,  1 
and  boafted  that  God  had  a  Allied  him.  His  neighbours  gave  him  the 
character  of  an  idle  lying  fellow.”  ( Hubbard .) 
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,**%%%$^ZK**?**M  “ ,his  *» 

“  been  hanri?  ’  r  3S  00  c  uPon  vvh°  had  not 

«.  better Z  f’  ffter  thcX  to  adult  age,  as  little 
«(  p  n  E  athens,  and  will  not  join  in  prayer  with 
«<  -  molt  eminent  congregational  minifies,'  if  they 

<«  X  prCV,d£ntialIy  in  a  Pamily  together.  Others  are 
ober,  moderate  men,  and  manifeft  the  power  of  cod- 
W  ,n  their  conrcrtaions,  and  theft,  P„pt>n  rS“ 
caf, onal  meetings  «e;om  hand  in  heart  with,  and  call 

0Ut  “  m  «*h  us,  and  we  not 

kafi  brearh^^ffV"  JUd#mentbetWeen  US  make  the 
JeaL  breach  ,n  affedion,  for  many  of  thofe,  we  look 

K  LbYnTnC  prCd0US  h°ly  men-  We  have  a 

n  id  fort,  but  they  are  not  many  (and  moft  of  them 

crodlv  arH  dT  take. int0  fd!°wfiiip  thofe  that  are 
g  dud  defi,re  to  J°>n  with  them,  though  they 
“P  t0.be  baptized,  and  walk  Iovin4y  to^£ 

VJtl  ;  ,  1  be  firft  baPtifts  of  the  Maffachufets^are  *re- 
prerrnted,  by  the  writers  of  that  day,  to  have  been  of 
tne  lame  principles  with  thofe  firft  deferibed.  Some  of 
them  were  not  io.  I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  not  many 
years  after  this  time,  from  Mr.  Miles,  the  baptift  minifter 
a  Swanz,y,  to  one  of  the  congregational  minifters  2 
tofton,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and 

tiiges  ctinfcian  concord,  charity  and  love,  although  they 
tiid  not  agree  in  every  point.  °  ^ 

f  \h°  llSd  bee'w1  in  Nevv'England,  writes  from  Harle- 

fnToftln  «pZ  f  53’  £0  ^r‘  Thomas  Lake,  a  merchant  of  note 

“  alive  L  i  -n;  V“ E*  ,lr!e’. 111  your  next’  whether  Mr.  Cotton  be 
el  -ni!  r.  he  be  dead,  what  fupply  the  church  have  in  his  ftead~ 

in  Pet?. r  Ui%U3ilo1  \c  ftan<js  ’•  and  alfo  the  Hate  of  the  other  church 

m,mb!r  of  tSh'r1  ""V  "°fhing-  ™on»  me  whether  tt 
itiTtaPen  I  v 1b baP£l^nS  of  infants  increafe,  and  how 
,  '  j  hy  the  magiftrates  and  churches,  and  who  of  Ballon 

church  declare  themfelves  that  way.” 

hen  the.  proceedings  again!}  the  congregationalifts  in  England 
were  complained  of,  they  were  told  bv  Dr.  Stillingfleet  that°thev 
were  juftrhed  by  the  proceedings  of  their  brethren  in  Nevv-Erm-land^ 

ZZlZ  thc  tftablifhed  worlhiP  Aere.  Still.  Jjcb.  of 

*  Mr-  Wei,ga te’s  letter  to  Mr.  Increafe  Mather. 
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In  the  year  1664,  the  line  between  the  Maflachufets 
and  Plimouth  was  fully  and  amicably  fettled  and  ran,  by 
a  committee  from  each  colony,  their  return  being  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maflachufets,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  recorded  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  general 
court  of  Plimouth  colony  accepted  it  likewife 

From  the  1'eftoration  until  the  vacating  the  charter, 
the  colony  never  flood  well  in  England  ;  the  principal 
perfons,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  were  never  without 
fearful  expectations  of  being  deprived  of  their  privileges* 
The  years  1664  and  1 665  afforded  them  greater  occafion 
for  fears  than  they  had  met  with  at  any  time  before  . 
In  the  fpring  of  1664,  intelligence  was  brought  that  fe- 
veral  men  of  war  were  coming  from  England,  and  feve- 
ra!  gentlemen  of  diftinclion  aboard  them.  As  foon  as  the 
general  court  met  in  May,  they  ordered  the  captain  of 
the  cafiie  to  give  the  fpeedieft  notice,  upon  fight  of  the 
fhips,  to  the  governor  and  deputy  governor,  appointed 
a  committee  to  repair  on  board  to  prelent  the  refpedls  of 
the  court  to  the  gentlemen,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that 
it  was  the  defire  of  the  authority  of  the  place,  that  ftridt 
orders^  fhould  be  given  to  the  under  officers  and  foidiers, 
in  their  coming  alhore  to  refrefh  themfelves,  at  no  time 
to  exceed  a  convenient  number,  and  thole  without  arms, 
and  to  behave  themielves  orderly,  and  to  give  no  offence 
to  the  people  and  laws  of  the  place.  This  was  no  more 
than  a  prudent  precaution,  confidering  how  ftriCl  the 
laws  were  againft  all  immoralities,  the  lenfe  the  magi- 

Although  there  have  been  difputes  concerning  this  line  lince  the 
pre  ent  charter,  between  the  proprietors  of  the  towns  in  the  county  of 
-Plimouth  and  Suffolk  which  were  bounded  by  the  colony  lines,  yet  the 
ltation  from  whence  they  then  began  to  run,  has  never  been  doubted. 

I  he  committee  fay  in  their  return,  “  We  all  mutually  agreed  upon  the 
hrit  Ration,  having  meafured  three  miles  foutherly  of  the  fouthern- 

tioned^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ”  Charles  river  being  before  men* 

, ,  "t  J'e2r  wheat  through  the  colony  was  fpoiled  by 

a  . 0r  ^  ew*  1  bis  *s  reprefented  as  a  new  or  unufua!  thing,  but 
continued  more  or  lefs  for  divers  years  together,  until  the  people  were 
1  coinage  rom  fowing,  hut  little  wheat  having  been  railed  fince, 
except  in  the  towns  upon  Conne&icut  river. 
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1665  ftrates  had  of  their  obligations  to  execute  them  upon  all 
offenders  without  didinftion,  the  certainty  that  the  crews 
ot  men  of  war  would  offend,  and  the  danger  of  tumults, 
quarrels  and  bloodfhed,  when  they  fhould  be  brought  to 
punifhment.  Preparation  was  likewife  made,  for  receiv¬ 
ing  and  entertaining  the  gentlemen  in  the  bed  manner. 

A  day  of  fading  and  prayer  *  was  appointed  to  be  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  jurifdidfion,  to  implore  the  mercy 
of  God  to  them  under  their  many  didradtions  and  troubles, 
according  as  they  fhould  dand  in  need.  And  apprehend¬ 
ing  it  to  be  of  great  concernment,  that  the  patent  or 
charter  fhould  be  kept  fafe  and  fecret,  they  ordered  the 
fecrecary  to  bring  it  into  court  and  to  deliver  it,  together 
with  a  duplicate,  to  four  of  the  court  f ,  who  were  directed 
to  difpole  of  them  as  might  be  mod  fafe  for  the  country. 

i  he  fliips  arrived,  Saturday  the  23d  of  July,  with 
Col.  Richard  Nichols  and  George  Cartwright,  Efq*,  J' 
who,  together  with  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  Mat 
verick,  Efq;  had  received  a  commidion  §  from  the  King 
for  reducing  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados,  vifiting  the 
colonies  in  New-England,  hearing  and  determining  all 
matters  of  complaint,  and  fettling  the  peace  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country,  any  three  or  two  of  them  to  be  a 
quorum.  Col.  Nichols  during  his  lire  being  one.  At 
their  defire,  the  governor  ordered  a  meeting  of  the  coOn- 
cil  on  Tuefday  the  26th.  The  commiffioners  laid  their 
commiffion  before  the  council,  with  the  King’s  letter  of 
the  23d  of  April,  and  part  of  an  inftrudtion  referring  to 
the  reducing  the  Manhados,  and  propofed  the  railing  fuch 


*  7  his  was  their  practice,  upon  every  important  occafion.  Their 
dependance  upon  thefe  days,  however,  was  not  fuch  as  caufed  them 
to  neglect  any  other  means  in  their  power  for  promoting  the  public 
weal.  Modern  hiftorians  cenfure  this  conduct  as  weaknefs.  Cato  only 
cenfured  the  ancient  PvOmans  for  not  joining  their  endeavours  to  their 
prayers,  “  Uhi  focordiaj  tete  atque  ignavias  tradideris,  nequicquani 
deos  implores,  irati  infeftique  funt.”  Cato  apud  Salud, 

t  Mr.  Bellingham,  Maj.  Gen.’  Leveret,  Capt.  Clark,  and  Capt. 
Johnfon. 


t  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Mr.  Maverick  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  about  the 
fame  time. 
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3  number  of  men  as  the  country  could  fpare,  to  begin  1665 
their  march  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  promifing,  that  if  in 
the  mean  time  they  could  prevail  by  treaty  or  any  nearer 
affiftance,  they  would  flop  the  progrefs  of  railing  or 
marching  the  men. 

The  council  gave  their  anfwer,  that  they  would  caule 
the  general  court  to  alienable  the  3d  of  Augult  and  com¬ 
municate  the  propolal  io  them.  I  he  commiflioners  tnen 
acquainted  the  council,  that  there  were  many  more  things 
to  fignify  to  them  at  their  return  from  Manhados,  and 
the  council  was  defired,  in  the  mean  time,  further  to  con- 
fider  of  his  Majefty’s  letier  to  the  colony,  June  28,  1662, 

'and  to  give  a  more  fatisfactory  anfwer  than  formerly.  . 
The  commiffioners  then  proceeded  to  the  Manhados. 

The  court  afiembled  at  the  time  appointed.  They 
firft  relolved,  “  that  they  would  bear  faith  and  true  alle¬ 
giance  to  his  Majefty,  and  adhere  to  their  patent,  io  dearly 
obtained,  and  fo  long  enjoyed  by  undoubted  right,  jn  the 
fight  of  God  and  men  And  then  refoived  to  raife  a 
number,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  men,  at  the  charge  of 
the  colony,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice  againft  the  Dutch. 

The  men  were  raifed,  but  the  place  furrendring  upon  ar¬ 
ticles,  no  orders  were  given  for  them  to  march  *.  The 
court,  in  the  next  place,  confidered  of  his  Majefty’s  letter 
of  1  662,  and  repealed  the  law  relating  to  the  ad  million  of 
freemen,  and,  infteadofit,  provided  another  that  allowed 
Englifh  fubjefts,  being  freeholders,  rateable  to  a  certain 
value,  certified  by  the  minifterof  the  place  to  be  orthodox, 

2nd  not  vicious  in  their  lives,  to  be  made  freemen,  al¬ 
though  not  members  of  the  church.  The  other  parts  of 
the  letter  were  referred  until  the  commillioners  return. 

*  Thomas  Clark  and  John  Pynchon,  as  commiffioners  from  the 
Maffiachufetj,  attended  the  King’s  commiffioners  to  Manhados.  Tne 
Manhados  Surrendered  the  27th  Aug.  1664;  the  inhabitants  becoming 
Englifh  fubjeds,  and  being  (eft  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  eftates  a nd 
many  of  their  privileges.  Stuyefant,  the  Dutch  governo-,  all  >  oe- 
commg  fubjebl  to  the  Englifh  government.  I  have  the  copy  of  a  letter 
fent  to  him  from  the  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  requiring  him  to 
.come  home  and  give  a  more  fatisfactory  account,  by  word  of  mouth, 
jhan  he  had  done  by  his  letters. 
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6%fJ?T  agretd  /’P?  an  addrofs  to  the  Kin p  fettine 
no  t|  e,|PUrC  la  ff  fol1  fr°m  the  counJ  of  PJi- 

moutli ;  the  charted  from  King  Charles  the  firft  •  the 

gr“C/i,a!'ge  rhT  had  beai  at  >n  tranfporting  themfelves 

-f  iCS  ’  ,m  pur,chafinS  iands  of  the  natives,  and 

oHhl  n  '  Cf°ny  5«his  Motifs  explicit  confirmation 
hur  privileges,  &c.  they  then  exprefs  their  c-rief  in 

having  four  perfons  fent  over,  one  of  them  their" known 

and  profeffed  enemy  *,  with  fuch  extraordinary  powers 

by  means  whereof  they  were  like  to  be  fableded'  to  the 

'blifhed 7!  P°Tr  0f,ftrangers’  proceeding  not  by  any  eft  a- 
blifhed  law  but  their  own  difcretion  ;  and  being  thus 

-  2'  -d  a°  corr‘P!aints>  appeals,  and  the  determinations 

o.  new  judges,  the  government  and  adminiftration  would 
be  made  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  although  they  had 

verrhftcdl  °(  ^  a<5tions  of  the  gentlemen, 

ye.  they  had  enough  to  fatisfy  them,  that  the  powers 

given  by  the  commiffion,  would  be  improved  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  their  all ;  that  if  things  went  on  according  to 
the  prefent  appearance,  they  muff  either  feek  new  dwel- 
Imgs  or  fink  under  intolerable  burdens-,  the  inhabitants 
•would  be  driven  to  they  knew  not  what  extremities,  and 
a  hopeful  plantation  ruined ;  that  if  any  profit  was  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  King,  or  by  new  rulers  impofed  upon  them, 
they  would  be  difappointed,  the  country  being  poor  and 
but  juft  affording  fubfiftence  ;  that  if  the  people  fhould 
be  drove  out  of  the  country  (for  to  a  coalition  they  would 
never  come)  it  would  be  hard  to  find  another  people  that 
would  (lay  long  in  it;  that  the  body  of  the  people  was 
latisned  witn  the  prefent  government;  that  there  was  no 
government  under  heaven,  where  there  were  no  difcon- 
tented  perfons;  that  there  were  but  few  among  them,  and 
fewer  that  had  catife  to  be  to.  They  appeal  to  God,  that 
they  came  not  into  this  wildernefs  to  feek  great  things 
for  themfelves,  but  for  the  fake  of  a  quiet  life.  They 
profefs  their  fubjeftion  to  his  Majtfty,  and  willingnefs  to 
teftify  their  dutiful  aireCtion  in  any  righteous  way  ;  but 
it  was  a  great  unhappinefs  to  be  reduced  to  the  hard  cafe 
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of  having  no  other  way  of  doing  it,  but  by  deftroying  1665 
their  own  being,  which  nature  taught  them  to  preferve, 
or  yielding  up  their  liberties,  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives;  which  if  they  had  had  any  reason  to  expeft, 
they  would  not  have  wandered  from  their  fathers'  houfes 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  a  royal  donation  from  fo  great  a 
Prince  being  the  greateft  fecurity  in  human  affairs.  They 
fent  letters,  humbly  to  fue  for  favour,  to  feveral  of  the 
nobility,  and  among  others,  to  the  Lord  Clarendon,  from 
whom  they  had  an  unfavourable  anfwer  *. 

The  Dutch  being  reduced,  Nichols  remained  at  New- 
York,  the  other  commiffioners  returned  to  Bofton  the 
15th  of  February,  and  acquainted  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil,  that  the  next  day  they  fhould  go  to  Plimouth,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  King’s  letter  to  that  government,  and  defired 
orders  might  be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  to  affemble 
together  the  next  election  day  ;  to  which  it  was  anfwered, 
that  all  were  at  their  liberty,  but  the  reafon  of  fuch  a 
motion  they  could  not  fee  into,  nor  fhould  they  encou¬ 
rage  it,  not  only  on  account  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feafon, 
but  becaufe  the  wives  and  children  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  people,  together  with  many  aged  perfons,  muft  be 
left  expofed  to  the  rage  of  the  natives.  To  which  Cart¬ 
wright  replied,  44  that  the  motion  was  io  reafonable,  that 
he  that  would  not  attend  to  it  was  a  traitor.”  This  was  ,, 
rough  ufage,  and  could  have  no  good  confequences.  The 
commiffioners  fent  letters,  in  their  own  name,  about  the 
country,  to  invite  the  people  to  affemble. 

Having  difpatched  their  bufinels  at  Plimouth  p,  they 
went  to  the  Naraganfet  country,  and  at  Warwick,  held 

their 

%  y 

*  Appendix . 

His  Majeflies  commiffioners  propositions  to  Plimouth  iurifdi6tion. 

WE  were  comaunded,  particularly  to  recomend  thefe  thinges. 
to  you  from  his  Majeftye. 

1.  That  all  houfeholders,  inhabitinge  in  your  colonye,  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  And  that  your  adminiftrations  of  jullice  be  in  his  Ma- 
jeftyes  name. 

2.  That  all  men  of  competent  efiates  and  civill  converfation,  though 
of  different  judgment,  may  be  admitted  to  be  freemen,  and  haue  li¬ 
berty  to  choofe  and  be  choofea  officers,  both  civill  and  military. 

cu  That 
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3  d  m?H  ’■  ma<?  enqU'ry  imo  the  titles  of  lands  thert'v 
and  made  Givers  determinations,  which  had  no  Ion-  effe<ft 

*d  came  privately  and  feparately  to  Borton,  the  latter  end 

of 

JJtL-1!  ren  and„Tm£n’  ,cf  onhodoXe  opinions,  competent 
CUa  es  knowledge  civill  lines  and  not  fcandalous,  may  be  admi'ted 

fif  thevTrnient-|°f- lhe  f°rd’S  fbpPer'  and  their  childrtn  w  baptifme 
I  ,  y  e  ,e  !t]  either  by  admittinge  them  into  the  congregation  al- 

or'etatfo'n  'ereh’  ^  Pe™ittinSe.them  t0  gather  themfelves into  fuch  con- 

’  'VhCre  tHey  may  enj0y  the  benefit  of  th-  Sacrament,  and  tha-' 
o.iruence  in  opm,0”  may  not  breake  the  bonds  of  peace  and  charily 

i. /it*  J  a  i  ]^es  and  expreffions  m  lawes,  derogatorv  to  his  MaV 
J.fty,  if  any  ,nch  haue  beene  made  in  thefe  partes,  in  the  lake  trouble- 
tymes’  rtia3'  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken  off  from  the  file. 

The  Courts  anfvver. 

TT'T'CiT''0  conPent;  i£  baueing  been  the  praflife  of  this 
court  m  the  firft  place  to  infert  in  the  oath  of  fidelity,  requited 'of  every 

Weholder,  to  be  true  and  loyal!  to  our  foverai/ne  Lord  the  S 

Majeftyes  name^^' S  =  ‘°  aQminifter  a11  ailes  of  judice  in  his 

2- T°  the  fecond  we  aifoe  confent ;  it  haueing  beene  our  conlfant 
praC  '[e’  t0  admitt  men  of  competent  eftates,  and  civill  converfation 
tnough  of  different  judgments,  yet  beinge  otherwife  orthodoxe,  to  be 

civill  a'nd  mibury  ^  “  and  '°  be  cboof^  oGccrs,  both 

4.  To  the  4th  we  confent ;  that  all  lawes  and  expreffions  of  hwe- 
derogatory  to  his  Majeftye,  [if  any  fuch  be  found  amongft  us,  which 

offPthe  ffeWe  ar£  n0t  C°‘1,Ci0US  °f  J  niail  be  rep£a!ed)  3ltered  and  ta!«n 

3.  To  the  3d  5  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  high  favour 
irom  God  and  from  our  Soveraigne,  that  we  may  enjoy  our  oonfciences 
in  point  of  God’s  worflup,  the  main  end  of  tranfplanting  ourfelves 

•“>  '  ‘4  re‘n0te  C°rner^  ,°f  the  earth  ;  and  dl0uid  ®oft  heartilv  re- 
ho  ?1  1  rat-  *  our  neighbours,  fo  qualified  as  in  that  propofitiofi, 

° u  d  ad-)ome  themfelves  to  our  focieties  according  to  the  order  of  the 
golpe.,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  facraments  to  themfelves  and  theirs  • 
but  if  thro  different  perfwafions,  receding  church  government,  it 
canrot  be  obtained,  we  would  not  deny  a  liberty  to  any,  according 
to  the  proposition,  that  are  truly  confciemious,  altho’  differing  from 
us  (cfpeciaby  where  his  Majeftye  commands  it)  they  maintaining  an 
.ible  preaching  mimftry  for  carrying  on  of  publick  fabbath  worfoip, 
whic.i,  we  doubt  not,  is  his  Majeftyes  intent,  and  withdraw  not  from 
paying  their  due  proportions  of  maintenance  to  (uch  minifters  as  afe 
order !y  fettled  in  the  places  where  they  live,  until  thev  have  one  of 
tncir  otvne,  and  that  in  fuch  places,  as  are  capable  of  maintaining  the 

Worship' 
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of  April,  and  fo  prevented,  defignedly  as  was  fuppofed,  1665 
that  refpedt  which  was  intended  to  have  been  (hewn  them 
at  their  arrival.  Mr.  Endieot,  the  governor,  died  the 
15th  of  March  1665.  Mr.  Bellingham,  the  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  with  lotne  of  the  magiftrates  afiembled,  as  ufual, 
the  2d  of  May,  the  day  before  the  election,  to  prepare 
for  the  bufinefs  of  the  next  day.  The  commiffioners  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  with  them,  which  though  at  firft  they  re- 
fufed,  being  no  court,  yet  when  it  was  urged  by  the 
commiffioners,  it  was  fubmitted  to.  Five  writings  were 
delivered,  as  part  of  their  inftruftions.  The  firft,  ex- 
preffing  “  the  great  kindnefs  of  the  King  for  the  colony, 
and  his  defire  to  advance  a  plantation,  which  had  given 
io  good  an  example  of  fobriety  and  induftry  to  all  others.” 

The  fecond,  declaring!:,  64  that  the  King  was  fo  far 
from  any  thought  of  abridging,  that  he  was  very  ready 
to  enlarge  all  the  conceffions  made  by  his  royal  father  in 
the  charter,  or  to  make  any  alterations  for  the  profperity 
of  the  colony. ” 

The  third,  cc  that  the  principal  end  of  their  journey, 
was,  to  remove  all  jealoufies  the  King  might  have  of  the 
loyalty  and  affedtions  of  his  good  fubjedts  towards  him, 
or  which  they  might  have  of  his  good  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  them,  and  his  protection  over  them.” 

worfhip  of  God  in  two  didindt  congregations.  We  being  greatly  m- 
couraged  by  his  Majeftyes  gracious  exprefiions,  in  his  letter  to  us,  and 
your  honours  further  a  durance  of  his  royal  purpofe  to  continue  our  li¬ 
berties,  that  where  places,  by  reafon  of  our  paucity  and  poverty  are 
uncapable  of  two,  it  is  not  intended,  that  fuch  congregations  as  are 
already  in  being  diould  be  rooted  out,  but  their  liberties  preferved, 
there  being  other  places  to  accommodate  men  of  different  perfvvafjons, 
in  focie  ies  by  themfelves,  which,  by  our  knowne  experience,  tends 
mod  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  charity. 

The  league,  between  the  4  colonics,  was  not  with  any  intent  (that 
ever  we  heard  of)  to  cad  off  our  dependance  upon  England,  a  thing 
which  we  utterly  abhorre  ;  intreating  your  honours  to  believe  us,  for 
We  fpeak  as  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

t  By  Order  of  the  general  court  for 

Nevv-Pnmouth,  the  jurifdidtion  of  New-Plimouth, 

iMay  4,  1665,  per  me  Nathanael  Morton,  fecr. 
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66 3  WJ“E  foi,r-h?.  thar’  by  this  means,  the  defigns  of 
wicked  and  feditious  perfons  would  be  difappointed,  and 

a  foundation  laid  for  mutual  confidence  and  fatisfaftion  ; 
the  King  would  look  upon  his  colony  of  the  MalTachu- 
fets  within  the  fame  limits  of  affedtion,  duty  and  obedience 
l0  Perl°"  and  government  as  Kent  or  Yorkftiire 
anu  they  again  would  have  the  fame  confidence  of  his 
ca.e  and  protection  as  the  others  had,  and  all  have  oreac 
reamn  to  acknowledge  the  good  effedts,  which  by  God’s 

bleffing  would  proceed  from  this  commiflion.”  Thefe 
were  given  as  from  his  Majefty. 

1  he  fifth,  was  a  meffage  of  their  own,  “  alluring  the 
counci  ,  in  ins  Majefty’s  name,  that  whatever  had  been 
giantea  by  his  royal  predecefior,  or  promifed  by  himfelf, 
nouid  to  tne  utmoft  be  made  good ;  and  defiring,  they 
might  have  no  juft  caufe  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  any 
thing  which  might  feem  to  come  fhort  of  that  juft  duty 
and  allegiance,  which  might  merit  his  Majefty’s  favour.” 

ney  tnen  acquainted  the  council  with  the  favourable  re- 
prefen tation  they  had  made  to  his  Majefty,  of  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  colony  to  have  affifted  in  the  expedition 
again  ft  tne  Dutch,  if  it  had  been  neceftary 

Before  there  was  an  opportunity  for  an  anfwer,  they 
acquainted  the  deputy  governor,  and  the  reft,  with  two 
otner  inflections ;  one  for  publishing  the  letters  which 
iiad  oeen  fent  to  the  King,  with  the  anfwers  to  them;” 
tne  other,  “  for  laying  before  the  commiffi oners  a  map 
or  plan  ot  tne  colony,  that  they  might  hear  and  deter- 
all  claims  made  by  fuch  as  bordered  upon  it.” 

1  ney  alfo  complained  of  ilanderous  reports  about  the 
country,  that  they  were  come  to  raife  a  revenue  of  500 o  l. 

a  year  tor  the  King,  to  lay  12  d.  per  acre  annual  rent  on 
all  improved  lands,  &c. 

*  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  Iiiflory  of  New- York,  fays,  that  Col.  Nicolls 
and  Sis  George  Carteretf,  in  their  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  Hate,  com¬ 
plain  much  of  the  backwardnefs  of  the  Maflachufets.  Two  hun- 

dred  men,  its  certain,  were  railed  and  ready  to  march  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition,  ‘ 
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As  foon  as  the  eledtion  was  over,  viz.  on  the  4th  of  166 c 
May,  thefe  matters  were  laid,  by  the  governor,  before 
the  general  court.  The  commiffioners  were  imme¬ 
diately  defired  to  communicate,  to  the  court,  the  whole 
which  his  Majefty  had  given  in  command  to  declare  to 
them,  that  fo  they  might  have  their  whole  work  before 
them ;  but  they  replied,  that  they  would  not  obferve 
that  method,  but  when  they  had  an  anfwer  to  what 
they  had  given  in,  they  would  then  prefent  them  with 
more  work.  The  refufal  itfelf  was  not  fo  difpleaiing  as 
the  terms  and  manner  in  which  it  was  exprefled  and  de¬ 
livered. 

The  5th,  the  court  gave  their  anfwer  in  fubftance  as 
follows  ;  referving  liberty  to  enlarge  afterwards  if  there 
Ihould  be  caufe,  viz.  0 

.  “  That  they  acknowledged,  with  all  humble  thanks, 
his  Majefty’s  grace  and  favour,  in  his  letters  and  met 
fages,  and  they  would'  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  to 
fhew  their  duty  and  loyalty  to  him.” 

“  That  what  relates  to  the  Dutch  being  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  no  further  anfwer  could  be  expedted,  only 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  favourable  reprefentation 
which  the  commiffioners  had  made  of  the  conduct  of  the 
:ourt.” 

“  As  to  a  map  of  the  colony,  it  was  preparing,  and 
:hey  lhould  foon  have  fatisfadtion  therein.” 

“  That  his  Majefty’s  letters  had  been  laid  before  the 
:ourt,  and  fo  had  the  papers  received  from  the  commif- 
roners,  and  copies  were  fpread  about  the  country,  and 
f  the  commiffioners  defired  any  further  publication  they 
vould  endeavour  their  fatisfadtion.” 

“  That  they  were  willing  to  advife  with  the  commif- 
loners  upon  the  bell  way  of  putting  a  ftop  to  all  falfe  ru- 
nours,  and  finally,  that  their  confidence  of  his  Majefty’s 
;raceand  favour  and  royal  intentions  to  them,  beino-fur- 
her  cherilhed  by  the  commiffioners,  would  undoubtedly 
[raw  from  them  more  ample  expreffions  and  demonftra- 
10ns  of  duty,  loyalty  and  good  affedion  to  his  Majefty. 
ccording  as  by  their  patent  they  were  bound  • 
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l66$  To  this  anfwer,  the  commiffioners  replied. 

That  to  the  preface,  44  they  defired  the  court  to  im¬ 
prove  the  liberty  referved  of  enlarging,  &c.55 

To  the  firft  head,  44  That  the  opportunity,  they  feemed 
fo  willing  to  lay  hold  of,  was  now  brought  to  their  hands.35 
To  the  fecond,  44  That  nothing  further  was  neceffary/3 
To  the  third,  44  That  many  things  of  great  moment 
could  not  be  iffued,  until  a  perfedt  map  was  had.33 

To  the  fourth,  cc  That  they  would  not  aggravate  any 
negledt,  but  they  hoped,  the  general  court,  by  pradtical 
afiertions  of  duty,  would  give  his  Majefty  fatisfa&ion 
upon  the  points  contained  in  the  letter  of  1662,  which 
had  fo  long  flept  in  fome  hands.33 

To  the  filth,  64  They  were  fully  perfuaded,  the  printing 
the  refults  and  conclusions  which  lliould  be  made  on  his 
Majefty’s  part,  and  the  part  of  the  colony,  would  filence 
all  thole  fajfe  and  malicious  reports  which  they  expedted 
lliould  be  enquired  into.'5 

To  the  conclufion,  44  That  although  their  patent  laid 
them  under  peculiar  obligation,  yet  it  did  no 1  circum- 
feribe  all  that  duty  and  allegiance  which  was  due  to  his 
Majefty  from  natural  born  fubjedts,  and  which  they  them- 
felves,  in  former  papers,  had  more  fully  expreffed.” 
The  fame  day,  the  commiffioners  communicated  other 
parts  of  their  inftructions,  viz. 

<c  That  they  lliould  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of 
the  neighbouring  Indian  Princes,  and  enquire  what  treaties 
had  been  made  between  them  and  any  of  the  King’s  fub¬ 
jedts,  and  if  there  had  been  any  failure,  on  the  part  of 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts,  the  commiffioners  fhould 
take  eftedtuai  courfe,  that  reparation  and  fatisfadbon  be 
made  for  any  injury  fuftained  thereby,  and  ufe  all  ways 
and  means  to  let  thofe  Princes,  and  other  Indians,  know 
of  his  Majefty’s  charge,  &c.” 

The  commiffioners  informed  the  court  of  great  com¬ 
plaints  received  from  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  and  defired 
to  be  advifed  how  they  fhould  attain  a  true  information, 
that  they  might  do  juftice,  and  give  the  King  a  juft  ac¬ 
count,  &c. 

M  That 
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6C  That  they  fliould  make  due  inquiry,  whatprogrefs  1665 
had  been  towards  the  foundation  and  maintenance  of  any 
college  or  fchools,  for  the  education  of  youth  and  con- 
verfion  of  infidels,  the  King  having  taken  abundant  fa- 
tisfa&ion  in  the  accounts  he  had  received,  of  the  defigns 
of  the  colony  herein,  which  he  hoped  would  draw  a  blef- 
fing  upon  all  their  other  undertakings.9* 

“  That  they  fhould  not  give  too  eafy  an  ear  to  cla¬ 
mours  or  accufations  againft  fuch  as  then  were,  or  had 
been,  in  places  of  government,  except  from  men  of  equal 
condition  ;  and  then  they  fliould  proceed  to  examine  and 
determine,  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  without  re- 
fpedt  of  perfons  or  opinions.5* 

“  That  they  fliould  not  receive  any  complaints  againfl: 
a  magiftrate,  except  tor  fomething  done  againft  equity  or 
againft  the  charter  *,  nor  interrupt  the  courfe  of  juftice 
between  party  and  party,  except  the  proceedings  fliould 
be  exprefly  contrary  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  the  charter  $ 
or  the  matter,  in  difference,  arofe  from  fome  expreflion 
or  ciaufe  in  fome  grant  under  the  great  feal.  In  thofe 
cafes,  to  examine  and  proceed  according  to  juftice.55 

Upon  the  fubjecl  of  this  inftru&ion,  thecommifiioners 
acquainted  the  court,  4 4  they  had  received  many  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  Englifli  of  hard  meafure  in  feveral  kinds* 
one  more  efpecially,  which  they  offered  to  communicate, 
and  dared  not  refufe  to  examine  it,  but  had  fo  much 
refpedt  to  the  authority  in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  they 
would  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  court,  whether  it 
fliould  be  heard  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Ifland,  or  at 
Bofton,  either  at  that  time,  or  after  the  commifiioners 
return  from  the  eaftward,  where  they  were  going.55  This 
referred  to  a  criminal  profecution  againft  one  John  Por¬ 
ter,  jun.  to  whom  they  had  granted  a  warrant  of  protec¬ 
tion  as  it  was  termed. 

^  “  That,  in  due  feafon,  they  fhould  inquire  how  far 
the  particulars,  required  by  the  King’s  letter  of  1662, 
had  been  complied  with,*5  as  firfl, 

64  That  all  perfons  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.5* 

Ok  2  2d,  46  That 
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1665  2d,  “  That  all  procefs,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice, 

be  performed  in  our  name.*’ 

3’d,  I  hat  filch  as  defire  to  life  the  book  of  Common 
prayer,  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  without  incurring  any  pe¬ 
nalty,  reproach,  or  difadvantage,  it  being  very  icandalous, 
that  any  perions  fhould  be  debarred  the  exercife  of  their 
religion  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England, 
by  thofe  who  were  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  being  of 
tvnat  profeflion  or  religion  they  pleafed.” 

4th,  4C  That  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  converfation 
might  enjoy  the  privilege,  of  chufing  and  being  chofe 
into  places  of  government  and  the  like.” 

T.  he  commiffioners  defired  they  might  be  enabled  to  give 
the  King  fuch  information,  as  fhould  be  fully  fatisfaftory. 

X  he  8th  of  May  they  delivered  three  other  w'ritings, 
as  parts  of  their  inftruftions,  viz. 

“  That  they  fhould  duly  inquire,  whether  any  per¬ 
fons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  now  refide  there,  or  have 
been  entertained  there,  and  by  whom,  and  what  is  be¬ 
come  of  them,  and  endeavour  to  caufe  them  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  fent  to  England.” 

That  they  fhould  take  care  that  fuch  orders  be 
efiablifhed,  as  that  the  aft  of  navigation  be  punctually 
obferved,  it  being  of  infinite  concernment,  and  what  the 
hearts  of  the  whole  nation  were  let  upon,  but  had  been 
evaded,  under  pretence  that  afts  made  in  the  affembly 
there,  during  the  late  rebellion,  were  in  force,  notwith- 
ffanding  the  aft  of  parliament;  an  affertion  the  King 
would  not  fuffer  to  be  made,  but  that  al  1  fuch  afts  of  af¬ 
fembly  fhuuld  be  repealed,  taken  off  the  files,  and  no 
more  remain  upon  record;  and  that  they  fhould  caufe 
juftice  to  be  done  to  Thomas  Dean,  who  had  been  denied 
it,  in  a  profecution  upon  the  aft  of  parliament.” 

The  commiff oners  defired  a  book  of  the  colony  laws, 
that  they  might  examine,  &c.  and  that  any  laws,  con¬ 
trary  to  this  aft,  might  be  declared  null. 

“  That  they  fhould  inform  themfelves  of  the  whole 
frame  and  conftitution  of  government,  civil  and  ecclefiafti- 

cal. 
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cal,  the  yearly  taxes  and  impofuions,  the  (hipping,  the  1665 
militia,  horfe  and  foor,  fortified  towns  and  forts,  &c.” 

They  defired  fome  perfons  might  be  appointed  to  draw- 
up  an  information  of  all  thole  particulars,  to  fatisfy  his 
Majefty’s  defires. 

Before  the  court  gave  anfwer  to  thefe  papers,  they 
fent  a  meflage,  May  9th,  to  the  commiffioners,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  that  the  court  apprehended  their  patent  to 
be  greatly  infringed  by  the  warrant  granted  to  John  Por¬ 
ter  ;  upon  which,  the  commifiioners  defired  a  conference 
with  a  comniittee,  that  the  court  might  have  better  in¬ 
formation,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  held  the  nth. 

The  commiffioners  affierted,  that  they  were  to  be  jolli¬ 
fied  by  their  commiffion  in  what  they  did,  and  that  the 
charter  was  not  infringed.  The  committee  urged,  “  that 
the  general  court  had  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws,  and  provide  for  the  execution  of  them  ;  they  were 
very  ready  to  give  an  account,  to  his  Majefty,  of  all 
their  proceedings,  whenfoever  he  required  it ;  but  it 
would  be  an  iniuperable  burden,  if  the  colony  muft  be 
brought  upon  a  level,  and  (land  with  every  criminal  upon 
whom  fentence  had  been  palled,  at  the  bar  of  another 
tribunal,  which  their  charter  knew  nothing  of.”  The 
commiffioners  being  afked,  “  whetherthey  propofed  a  jury 
Ihould  pafs  upon  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  ?”  they  replied 
No,  theirs  was  a  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer.  “  Whe¬ 
ther  they  would  admit  of  new  evidence  ?”  Yea.  The 
committee  then  further  urged,  “  That  they  elleemed  it 
their  greateft  unhappinefs,  to  be  held  to  give  up  their 
privileges  by  charter,  and  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  or 
elfe  be  accounted  among  fuch  as  denied  his  Majefty’s  au¬ 
thority.  The  commiffioners  neverthelefs  infilled  upon 
their  own  authority,  and  required  a  fubmiffion  to  it.  The 
court  then  pioceeced  tog^ive  anlwer  to  the  other  mftruc- 
tions,  which  had  been  communicated. 

To  that  which  relates  to  the  Indians,  called  the  5th 
inftruftion,  they  fay,  “  that  they  have  been  too  long  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  falfehood  of  the  Naraganfec  and  other 
Indians,  to  wonder  that  they  fhould  complain  of  injuries, 
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^665  when  they  themfelves  were  the  aggreffors  *  that  all  mat¬ 
ters,  relating  to  the  Indians,  had  been  managed  by  the 
commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  and  their  records 
might  be  examined.5* 

To  the  next  or  fixth  inftruCtion,  cc  That  there  is  a  fmall 
college  at  Cambridge,  from  which,  they  might  fay  with¬ 
out  boafting,  more  than  an  hundred  able  preachers,  phy- 
licians,  and  other  ufeful  perfons  had  iffued  *,  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  foundation  and  benefa&ions,  they  referred 
£0  the  prefident  and  fellows ;  that  the  country  was  well 
provided  with  fchools,  that  there  was  alfo  at  Cambridge 
a  fmall  rabrick  of  brick  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians,  built 
by  the  corporation  in  England,  in  which  there  were  then 
eight  Indian  fcholars,  one  of  which  had  been  admitted 
into  college,  that  there  were  fix  towns  of  Indians  in  the 
jurifdi&ion  profeffing  the  chriftian  religion,  that  they  had 
ichools  to  teach  the  youth  to  read  and  write,  and  perfons 
appointed  to  inftruft  them  in  civility  and  religion,  who 
had  orders  tawait  upon  the  commiffioners  and  fhew  them 
the  towns  and  manner  of  life  of  the  Indians,  if  it  fhould 
be  defired.5’ 

To  the  propofition  upon  the  7th  and  8th  inftru&ions, 
by  which  an  offer  is  made  of  the  choice  of  a  place  for 
hearing  and  determining  complaints,  they  fay,  "  That 
hearing  and  determining  appeals  from  their  judgments  is 
inconfiftent  with  their  charter ;  neverthelefs  as  they  de¬ 
fired  to  be  doers  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  not  to 
ihun  the  light,  if  the  commiffioners  would  be  pleafed  to 
impart  the  complaints  that  had  been  brought  againfi:  the 
government,  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  fuch  anfwer 
as  fhould  fatisfy  his  Majefiy  that  their  actions  had  been 
confonant  to  reafon  and  equity,  and  not  fuch  as  evil 
minded  men  had  reprefented  them.55 

To  the  ninth,  touching  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  June 
1662,  they  fay,  “  That  they  had  endeavoured  formerly 
to  iatisly  his  Majefty’s  expectations,  &c.  and  now  fur¬ 
ther  fay,  touching  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that,  in  Au- 
guft  lad,  the  court  by  a  publick  declaration  expreffed 
their  refolution,  God  affifting,  to  bear  faith  and  true  al¬ 
legiance 
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Jegiance  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  adhere  to  their  patent  the  1665 
duties  and  privileges  thereof;  that  many  now  in  autho¬ 
rity  and  alfo  many  of  the  common  people  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  before  they  left  their  native  country, 
and  they  had  ordered  that  the  oath  in  the  form  prefcribed 
by  the  colony  law  fhould  be  taken  by  all  freemen  and  all 
other  houfeholders 

66  And  touching  civil  liberties,  they  obferved  the  qua¬ 
lifications  mentioned  in  his  Majefty’s  letter  *f,  orderly 
evidenced  to  them  J,  as  appeared  by  their  late  law  and 
practice  thereupon.5 3  s 

<c  And  as  to  ecclefiaftical  privileges,  they  had  com¬ 
mended  to  the  miniftry  and  people  here  the  word  of  the 
Lord  for  their  ruled’ 

To  the  next  or  tenth  inftru&ion,  That  they  knew 
of  no  perfons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  who  had  arrived 
here,  except  Mr.  Whaley  and  Mr,  Goffe,  and  they  before 
the  a£t  of  parliament,  and  they  departed  this  jurifdidion 
the  February  following,  and  a  proclamation  againft  them 
coming  foon  after  by  way  of  Barbados,  the  court  fent  two 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Kellond  and  Mr.  Kirke,  after  them  to 
Conne&icut  and  New-Haven  to  apprehend  them.” 

To  the  eleventh  inftruftion  they  fay,  “  The  aft  for 
trade  had  been  for  fome  years  obferved  here,  that  they 
had  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Majefty,  the  a 61  not  having 
in  any  inftances  that  they  knew  of  been  greatly  violated, 
and  fuch  laws  as  appeared  to  be  againft  it  were  repealed, 
and  that  juftice  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
Dean,  as  they  would  find  upon  enquiry.” 

To  the  twelfth,  “  For  the  form  of  their  conftitution 
they  refer  to  their  patent,  the  annual  ordinary  charges  of 


*  The  oath  was  in  this  form.  “  Whereas  I  A.  B.  am  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  within  this  jurisdiction,  confidering  how  I  Hand  obliged  to  the 
King’s  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  by  our  charter  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  eftablifhed  thereby,  do  fwear  accordingly,  by  the  great  and 
dreadful  name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  1  will  bear  faith  and  true 
allegiance  to  our  fovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors. 

So  help  me  God.5’ 

ft  Orthodox  in  religion  and  not  vicious  in  their  lives. 

X  %  certificate  from  the  minifter. 

4  govern*- 
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1 665  o0V6rnment  were  about  nool.  for  their  ecclefiaftical 
conititution,  they  had  none  impofed  by  civil  authority  ; 
ad  that  was  enjoined  by  that,  was  attendance  on  publick 
worfhip  on  Lord’s  days  and  other  oecafional  days.  The 
people  who  maintained,  alfo  choie  their  minifters,  whofe 
admimftrations  were  known,  and  they  hoped  confonant 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  if  any  deviated,  in  fuch  cafe, 
they  made  ufe  of  a  fynod  and  the  civil  authority.  The 
militia  confifttd  of  about  four  thoufand  foot  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  horfe,  more  might  be  in  the  lids,  but  aged  and  un-  • 
firm  were  excufed.  They  had  a  fort  or  keep,  at  the 
entrance  of  bofton  harbour,  with  five  or  fix  guns  ;  two 
batteries  in  the  harbour,  and  one  at  Charleftown.  The 
number  of  their  fhips  and  vefTels  as  follows ;  about  eighty 
fiom  eo  to  40  tons,  about  forty  from  40  to  100  tons, 
and  about  a  dozen  fhips  above  100  tons.”  ’ 

These  papers  were  delivered  to  the  commifiioners  on 
the  1 6th  of  May,  and  on  the  1 8th  they  made  their  reply. 

“  They  were  forry  to  find,  by  the  court’s  anfwer  to 
the  7th  and  8th  in  ft  ruction,  that  they  put  more  value 
upon  their  own  conceptions,  than  the  wifdom  of  the 
King  in  interpreting  the  charter.  The  commifiioners 
would  reduce  all  the  difcourfes  upon  this  head  to  one 
queftion.  Do  you  acknowledge  his  Majefty’s  commif- 
fion  wherein  we  are  nominated  commifiioners,  to  be  of 
full  force  to  all  the  purpofes  therein  contained  ?” 

To  their  anfwer  to  the  9th  inftruftion  the  commif- 
fioners  reply,  “  That  the  court  had  been  fo  far  from  en¬ 
deavouring  to  give  his  Majeftydatisfadlion,  by  obferving 
what  he  required,  (hat  they  had  even  complained  of  his 
Majefty  for  enjoining  them,  and  for  the  commifiion  given 
to  enquire  whether  they  had  obferved  them  or  not;  that 
they  profefied  highly  to  prize  the  King’s  favour,  and  yet 
in  the  fame  paper  refufe  to  do  what  the  King  required, 
viz.  that  all  who  came  into  the  colony  Ihould  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  making  provifoes  not  expreffed  in 
their  charter,  and  fo  curtailing  the  oath.  That  the  end 
of  the  firft  planters  coming  over,  as  the  court  exprefied 
in  their  addrefs  1660,  was  liberty  of  confidence,  and  vet 
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it  was  denied  to  thofe  for  whom  the  King  required  it.  That  166/; 
they  had  tentered  the  King’s  qualifications  for  freemen, 
by  fuffering  none  to  be  made  lhch  who  were  not  church 
members,  unlefs  they  paid  ten  Shillings  to  a  fingle  rate, 
which  not  one  church  member  in  a  hundred  did  pay,  and, 
although  they  commend  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
miniftry  and  people  for  their  rule,  yet  it  was  with  a  pro- 
vifo  that  they  have  the  approbation  of  the  court.  The 
commiffioners  fuppofed,  the  King  and  his  council  and 
the  church  of  England  underftood  the  word  of  God  as 
well  as  the  Maflachufets  corporation.  They  feared  thefe 
anfwers  would  highly  offend  the  King,  and  advifed  to  an 
ingenuous  and  free  confent  to  what  he  defired.” 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  court,  by  a  meffage  to  the 
commiflioners,  defired  to  be  excufed  from  a  diredt  an- 
fwer  to  the  queftion,  “  whether  they  acknowledged  his 
Majefty’s  commiftion,”  &c.  and  chofe  rather  to  plead 
his  Majefty’s  charter,  and  his  fpecial  charge  to  the  com- 
miffioners  not  to  difturb  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  it ; 
they  were  ready  to  give  fuch  an  account  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  as  that  the  commiffioners  might  be  able  to  re- 
prefent  their  perfons  and  adtions  to  his  Majefty. 

The  commiffioners,  by  a  meffage  on  the  20th,  infifted 
on  a  diredt  anfwer  to  their  queftion,  and  on  the  2  2d,  the 
court  declared,  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to  give  their 
fenfe  of  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  charter,  and  that 
it  was  beyond  their  line  to  determine  the  power,  intent 
or  purpofe  of  his  Majefty’s  commiffion. 

On  the  23d  the  commiffioners  informed  the  court, 
that  fince  they  had  been  pleafed  to  fend  them  a  more  du¬ 
bious  anfwer  than  the  former,  that  they  might  difcharge 
their  duty -to  his  Majefty,  they  intended  to  fit  to-morrow 
morning  at  the  houfe  of  Capt.  Thomas  Breading,  as  his 
Majefty’s  commiffioners,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Dean  and  others,  againft  the  governor 
and  company  and  Jofhua  Scottow  merchant,  defendants, 
and  that  they  thought  proper  to  give  this  notice,  and  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  would  appear,  by  their  attorney,  to  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  complaint.  They  fent  at  the  fame  time  a 
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665  jummon  to  Jofhua  Scottow.  The  court  thereupon  drew 

but  thev  nor"0"’  ^  fent  t0  the  c^miffioners, 

appointed  forr'^''^  tr°m  their  PurPofe»  when  the  time 
appointed  for  their  meeting  was  come,  the  court  ordered 

the  declaration  to  oe  pubhfhed  by  found  of  trumpet,  in 
the  following  words :  * 

4  1  •  *  ^  ^  conference,  had  be¬ 

tween  this  court  and  Col.  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 

Sar  r  knignt»  George  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick 
e  quires,  his  Majefty’s  honourable  commiffioners,  we 
have  pleaded  only  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty’s  au¬ 
thority,  in  the  government  of  the  people  of  this  colony 
according  to  the  rules  and  prescriptions  of  his  charter  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  England,  the  full  and  peaceable  en- 
OT  whereof  his  Majefty  hath  given  good  affuranceof 
to  all  his  loyal  fubjefts  of  this  place,  giving  fpecial  charge 
to  the  above-named  gentlemen  not  to  diiturb  us  therein, 
yet  accounting  ,t  our  duty  to  God  and  his  Maiefty,  by 
all  lawful  ways  and  means  to  give  full  fatisfaefion  unto 
is  ojeRy 5  touching  all  luch  cafes  and  complaints  againft 

us,  as  in  his  wifdom  and  prudence  he  (hall  (ee  reafon  to 
ta  e  cognizance  of;  we  have  fundry  times,  in  our  con¬ 
ferences  both  by  word  and  writing,  tendered  unto  the 
abovefaid  gentlemen  our  readinefs  to  prefent  unto  them 
a  full  and  clear  account  of  the  grounds  of  our  proceed- 
mgs  in  any  cafe,  matter,  or  complaint  that  themfclves 
fhali_  fee  meet  to  inquire  into,  whereby  they  may  be 
enabled  to  reprefent  the  matter  truly  to  his  Majefty,  his 
Majefty’s  letters  to  this  colony  of  April  2  jd  1 664  exprefsly 
declaring  this  to  be  his  principal  end  in  fending  hither  the 
abovefaid  gentlemen  in  fuch  a  capacity,  and  that,  for 
luen  pious  and  good  intentions  as  is  therein  more  parti  - 
cuiaily  declared,  and  not  in  the  leaft  to  infringe  our  char¬ 
ter  or  any  the  privileges  thereof. 

All  this  notwithftanding,  the  abovefaid  gentlemen, 
not  refting  fatisned  with  thefe  our  tenders  and  propofals 
made  unto  them,  (wherein  we  have  endeavoured  to  an- 
f  ver  his  Majefty's  juft  expectation)  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prds  charge  of  his  Majefty  unto  thems  chey  have,  by 
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warrant  under  three  of  their  hands,  given  protedtion  to  16 65 
John  Porter  junior,  an  high  offender  againft  God,  his 
Majefty’s  authority,  laws,  and  the  peace  of  his  good  fub- 
jefts  here,  (who  breaking  prifon  made  his  efcape  out  of 
the  hands  of  juftice)  and  that  before  any  fignification  to 
the  government  of  this  place  of  any  complaint  made 
againft  them,  their  fentence,  or  proceedings  againft  the 
faid  Porter,  and  requiring  all  officers,  as  well  military  as 
civil,  to  be  obfervant  to  them  therein.  And  although 
this  court  have  expreffed  their  fenfe  of  this  adi,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  fome  other  of  their  proposals,  to  be  an  in¬ 
fringement  of  our  privileges  granted  us  by  his  Majefty’s 
royal  charter,  yet  they  have  not  withdrawn  their  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  laid  Porter,  but  have  proceeded  to  fu tu¬ 
rnon,  as  well  the  governor  and  company  of  this  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  colony,  as  alfo  particular  perfons,  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  them  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  of  Thomas  Dean 
and  others  for  injuftice  done  unto  them.  The  fubmiffion 
unto  which  proceedings  of  theirs  being,  as  we  apprehend, 
inconfiftent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  and  autho¬ 
rity  here,  fo  long  enjoyed  and  orderly  eftablifhed  under 
the  warrant  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  charter,  the  uphold¬ 
ing  whereof  being  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  peace  and 

well  being  of  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjedts  here - This 

court  doth  therefore  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  and  by  his 
authority  to  us  committed  by  his  royal  charter,  declare 
to  all  the  people  of  this  colony,  that  in  obfervance  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  unto  us  by  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjedts  in  this  co¬ 
lony,  we  cannot  confent  unto,  or  give  our  approbation  of, 
the  proceedings  of  the  abovefaid  gentlemen,  neither  can 
it  confift  with  our  allegiance  that  we  owe  to  his  Majefty, 
to  countenance  any  who  fhall  in  fo  high  a  manner  go 
acrofs  to  his  Majefty’s  diredt  charge,  or  fhall  be  their 
abettors  or  confentors  thereunto.  God  lave  the  King. 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr.” 

After  the  publifhing  of  this  declaration,  the  commif- 
fioners  fent  the  following  writing  to  the  court. 

3  “  Gentlemen, 
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u  Gentlemen, 

J^0"8?’  V'hen  WC  rcceived  our  commiflion  and 
mftrufhons,  that  the  King  and  his  council  knew  what 

was  granted  to  you  in  your  charter,  and  what  right  his 

And  7  If  t?8',VeTL-S  fuch  commiffi°n  and  commands. 
And  we  thought  the  King,  bis  Chancellor  *  and  his  S- 

cietary  had  Efficiently  convinced  you  that  this  commif- 
Hon  did  not  infringe  your  charter.  But  fince  you  will 
needs  mifeonftrue  all  thefe  letters  and  endeavours  and 
that  you  will  make  ule  of  that  authority,  which  he  hath 
given  you,  to  oppofe  that  fovereignty,  which  he  hath 
over  you,  we  ffiall  not  lofe  more  of  our  labours  upon  you, 
but  refer  it  to  his  Majefty’s  wifdom,  who  is  cf  power 
enough  to  make  himfelf  to  be  obeyed  in  all  his  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  do  affure  you  that  we  ffiall  not  reprefent  your 
denying  his  commiffion  in  any  otlier  words  than  yourfelves 
ave  exprc.fied  it  in  your  feveral  papers,  under  your  fe- 
cretary  s  hand.  But  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
traniactions  between  us,  and  for  the  fatisfaction  of  all 
concerned  in  thefe  parts,  we  defire  that  you  will  caufe  his 
Majefty  s  commiffion  to  us,  his  Majefiv’s  letters  of  Tune 

?8Gl6G  of  APril  2 3d  i664,  Of  February  25th  1664, 
y  Mr.  Secretary  Morrice,  and  all  thofe  papers  we  have 

given  into  the  court,  and  your’s  alfo,  may  be  printed 
and  pubhffied.  r 

May  24,  1 66c.  Richard  Nichols,  Robert  Carr, 

Ceo.  Cartwright,  Sam.  Maverick, 
i  o  the  general  court  of  his  Majefty’s 

colony  of  the  Maffachufets.” 


The  commiffioners,  at  the  fame  time,  laid  before  the 
court  propofals  for  amendments  or  alterations  of  the  laws 
to  the  number  of  twenty  fix. 

The  court,  the  fame  day,  acquainted  the  commiffioners 
that  they  ffiould  be  ready,  by  writing  or  conference,  when¬ 
ever  the  commiffioners  pleafed  to" lay  before  them  the 
grounds  and  rcaions  of  their  claim  and  exercile  of  ]uril— 
didlion  in  the  eaftern  country,  that  fo  his  Majefty  might  be 
iatisfied  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  controverfy ;  and  that  as 
*  This  refers  to  the  Chancellor’s  letter 
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his  Majefty  had  diredted  his  commiflioners  to  examine  166^ 
into  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Dean  and 
caufe  juftice  to  be  done,  the  court  had  fummoned  the 
laid  Dean  before  them,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  day,, 
to  make  out  the  truth  of  his  complaint  to  his  Majefty, 
and  the  commiflioners  were  defired  to  be  prefent,  that 
they  might  underftand  the  grounds  of  the  faid  complaint 
and  that  juftice  may  be  done.”’ 

The  commiflioners  replied  the  26th,  <c  that  they  could 
not  have  imagined  that  the  court,  after  interruption  of 
the  authority  committed  by  his  Majefty  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  would  have  affumed  to  themfelves  the  hearing  of 
the  fame  caie  wherein  the  governor  and  company  are  im¬ 
pleaded,  it  being  unheard  of  and  contrary  to  all  the  laws 
of  Chriftendom  that  the  fame  perfons  fhould  be  judges 
and  parties ;  and  declared  it  contrary  to  his  Majefty ’s  will 
and  pleafure  that  the  caufe  fnould  be  examined  by  any 
other  perfons  than  themfelves.” 

The  commiflioners  broke  off  from  any  further  con¬ 
ference,  and  all,  except  Colonel  Nichols,  went  to  New. 
Hampfbire  and  the  province  of  Main,  where  they  ap¬ 
pointed  juftices  of  the  peace  and  exercifed  divers  a<5ts  of 
government,  and  then  returned  to  Bofton.  The  court 
declared  that  their  proceedings,  at  the  eaftward,  tended 
to  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  defired  a 
conference  with  them  concerning  their  doings  there,  butre- 
ceived  fuch  an  anfwer  from  Sir  Robert  Carr,  as  determined 
them  to  put  a  flop  to  all  further  treaty.  He  told  them, 
amongft  other  things,  that  the  King’s  pardon  to  them, 
for  all  their  deeds  during  the  late  rebellion,  was  condi¬ 
tional,  and  depended  upon  their  future  good  behaviour, 
and  threatened  the  leaders  or  contrivers  of  their  meafures 
with  the  punifhment  which  fo  many  concerned  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  had  met  with  in  England.  They  had  no  better 
fuccefs  at  Conne&icut,  that  in  the  Maffachufets  colony. 

At  Plimquth  and  Rhode-Bland,  they  met  with  lefs  oppo¬ 
sition.  They  fat  as  a  court  at  Providence  and  Warwick, 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  fpent  divers  months  in 
the  colony,  examining  into  purchaies  and  titles  of  lands 

6  from 


2  50 
1 665  ' 


the  history  of 


ready  to  offer.  r 

Col.  Nichols,  by  his  difcreet  behaviour,  gained  the 
eiteem  of  the  people,  and  afterwards,  whiift  he  was  Go¬ 
vernor  of  New- York,  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence 
with  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Maffachufets. 
Carr  and  Cartwright  were  men  very  unfit  for  fuch  a  truft 
and  i.y  their  violent  proceedings  rendered  themfelves 
odious.  Maverick  feems  to  have  been  appointed,  only 
to  increafe  the  number  and  to  be  fubfervierit  to  the  others. 
He  had  lived  in  the  colony  from  its  beginning.  He 
was  always  in  oppofition  to  the  authority.  Upon  the 
rehoratton,  he  went  home  to  complain  to  the  Kino- 
was  two  or  three  years  (oliciting  that  commiffioners 
might  be  appointed  •,  at  length,  the  meafures  againft  the 
Jutch  at  New- York  being  agreed  upon,  the  conduft 
0  mat  affair  and  this  extraordinary  power  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  fame  perfons.  He  was  in  the  colony  a»ain 
m  1667  with  a  meffage  from  Col.  Nichols,  which  is 
the  laft  account  given  of  him.  Sir  Robert  Carr  went 
firft  to  Delaware  and  foon  after  home  to  England,  and 
died  at  Briftol  June  iff  1667,  the  day  after  he  landed  *. 

artwri0ht  in  his  paffage  was  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
ftripped  and  very  ill  ufed.  He  had  taken  the  minutes 
of  all  their  proceedings,  and  went  home  the  mod  en¬ 
raged  ;  but  the  enemy  took  all  his  papers  from  him, 
and  he  never  could  recover  them.  The  principal  per- 
ions  in  the  colony  were  afraid  of  further  proceedings. 
Capt.  Gookins,  one  of  the  affiftants,  writes  to  his  friend 
in  1666,  In  all  probability  a  new  cloud  is  gathering 

“  and  a  new  dorm  preparing  for  us,  which  we  expedt 
<c  everyday.55 

The  government  of  the  colony,  I  imagine,  will  not  be 
thought  culpable  for  refufing  entirely  to  fubmit  to  the 
abfolute  authority  of  the  commiffioners,  which  ttiuft  have 


*  Morton’s  Memorial. 
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fuperfeded  their  charter  ;  and  if  this  authority  had  been  1665 
once  admitted,  they  would  have  found  it  very  difficult  ever 
after  to  have  ejected  it.  Some  part  of  their  condudt  may 
appear  extraordinary  ;  particularly  their  refufing  to  make 
the  oath  of  allegiance  neceftary,  unlefs  with  reftridions 
and  limitations ;  and  to  canfe  all  proceedings  at  law  to  be 
more  exprefsly  in  his  Majefty3s  name  and  by  his  authority. 

From  fome  original  manufcripts,  which difcover  the  fenti- 
ments  of  fomeperfons  of  influence  amongft  them  upon  the 
nature  of  civil  iubjedion,  their  conduct  in  this  and  fome 
former  inftances  may  be  pretty  well  accounted  for. 

They  diftinguifhed  civil  fubjeftion,  into  neceflfary  and 
voluntary.  From  adtual  refidence  within  any  government, 
neceffarily  arofe  fubje&ion,  or  an  obligation  to  fubmit  to 
the  laws  and  authority  thereof.  But  birth,  was  no  neceflfary 
caufe  of  fubjedtion.  The  fubjedts  of  any  prince  or  ftate 
had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  Hate,  or  to  an¬ 
other  quarter  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  ftate  was  weakned 
and  expofed  by  fuch  remove,  and  even  in  that  cafe,  if  they 
were  deprived  of  the  right  of  all  mankind,  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  it  would juftify  a  reparation,  and  upon  their  re¬ 
moval,  their  fubjedtion  determined  and  ceafed.  The  coun¬ 
try  to  which  they  themfelves  had  removed,  was  claimed 
and  poffelTed  by  independent  princes,  whofe  right  to  the 
lordfhip  and  fovereigntv  thereof  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  Kings  of  England  *.  They  therefore  looked  upon 
themleives  obliged,  and  accordingly,  as  appeared  by  their 
recoids,  adlualiy  had  purchafedf*,  for  valuable  confide- 
rations,  not  only  the  foil,  but  the  dominion,  the  lordfhip, 

3-nd  iovereignty  of  thofe  princes,  and  without  fuch  pur** 

,  *  Bartholomew  Sharp  the  buccaneer  was  tried  in  England  for  rob¬ 
bery  and  piracy  upon  the  Spaniards  in  South-America,  and  .acquitted 

hecaufe  he  had  a  commifiion  from  the  Indian  Princes  of  Darien.  Det . 
of  Scots  Settlement. 

+  Ivlr.  Jofias  Winflow  the  governor  of  Plimouth  in  a  letter  dated 

May  1  ft  167S,  fays  tc  I  think  I  can  truly  fay  that  before  thefe  prefent 
troubles  b rente  out,  the  Englilh  did  not  po fiefs  one  foot  of  land  in  this 

coiony  but  what  was  fairly  obtained  by  honeft  purchafe  of  the  Indian 
proprietors, n 
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1 665  chafe  in  the  fight  of  God  and  men,  they  had  no  right  of 
title  to  what  they  pofTefled.  The  King,  indeed,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  other  Princes  of  Europe  who  laid  claim  to  coun¬ 
tries  meerly  from  thedifcovery  of  them,  had  granted  this 
country  to  certain  of  his  fubjedts,  and  the  firli  planters 
thought  it  proper  to  purchafe  the  title  of  fuch  grantees, 
to  prevent  moieftation  from  them  or  from  other  dates, 
and  they  had  alfo  received  a  charter  of  incorporation  from 
the  King,  containing  a  mutual  compact,  from  whence 
arofe  a  new  kind  of  fubjedlion,  to  which  they  were  held, 
and  from  which  they  would  never  depart. 

This  was  what  they  called  voluntary  civil  fubiedtion, 
arifing  meerly  from  compact,  and  from  thence  it  followed, 
that  whatfoever  could  be  brought  into  quefhon  relative  to 
their  fubjedlion  mu  ft  be  determined  by  their  charter. 
The  compact  between  the  King  and  the  city  of  London, 
as  contained  in  it’s  charter,  was  not  the  conftituting 
caufe  of  fubjedlion  in  the  inhabitants  there,  becaufe 
they  were  refident,  and  from  thence  necefifary  fub- 
jedtion  remained,  but  when  refidence,  the  foie  grounds 
of  this  neceffary  fubjedlion,  ceafes,  then  it  becomes  vo¬ 
luntary  and  depends  upon  compact  alone.  By  this  com¬ 
pact  they  acknowledged  they  were  fo  bound,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  fubjedt  themfelves  to,  or  to  leek 
protection  from,  any  other  prince,  they  were  to  pay  a 
fifth  part  of  all  filver  and  gold  mines,  they  were  to  make 
no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  &c.  but  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  elected  by  themfelves,  &c. 
But  however  pleafing  thefe  principles  were  in  fpecula- 
tion,  or  whatever  foundation  they  may  have  in  nature, 
yet  they  could  not  continue  to  praelife  upon  them,  nor 
would  they  bear  the  teft  when  adopted  by  E.nglifh  fub- 
jedts.  In  a  fhort  time,  as  we  fhail  fee  hereafter,  they 
were  content  fully  to  comply  with  the  oath  of  allegiance 
without  qualifying  it,  and  to  give  up  other  points,  which 
they  had  before  infilled  upon  ;  and  their  poflerity,  who 
claim  by  birthright  as  well  as  charter,  the  peculiar  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Englifhmen,  and  who  enjoy  the  protection,  are 

very 
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very  fenfible  that  they  likewife  owe  the  allegiance  of 
Englifh  fubjefls,  which  by  a  general  rule  of  law  is  not 
confidcrcd  as  Ioc.il,  but  perpetual  and  unalienable  ^ 

The  King’s  letter  to  New-Plimouth  dated  April  io,  1666 
1 666,  highly  approving  their  behaviour,  may  be Veen  In 
the  appendix.  Mr.  Maverick,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
commiflioners,  delivered  to  the  governor  a  writing. of  the 
fame  date,  faid  to  be  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Maflachufets 
from  the  Kingf,  wherein  he  requires  five  perfons  to  be 
fent  to  England  to  anfwer  for  the  condudl  of  the  colony 
a,nd  that  Mr.  Bellingham  and  Mr.  Hawthorne  be  two  of 
tne  number.  A  fpecial  court  was  called  by  the  governor 
September  nth,  to  confiderof  this  letter,  and  thofeof  the 
elders  who  were  in  town  were  defired  to  be  prefent  to 
give  their  advice.  A  letter  was  agreed  upon  to  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Monce,  wherein  the  court  feem  willing  to  doubt 
o  t  e  genuinenefs  of  the  King’s  letter,  and  excufe  them- 
ielves  from  fending  any  perfons  over,  fuppofing  the  ableft 

1  1  |  .  .  ^  ^  caufe  more  fully 

than  it  had  been  already  done  j*.  3 

I  will  finilh  what  relates  to  thefe  commiflioners,  with 
a  ihort  account  of  a  profecution  commenced  by  one  of 
them  againft  Arthur  Mafon  a  conftable. 

ca m d 1 5 ’r1 66 5 >  CaP r-  Richard  Davenport  commander  of  the 
de,  being  fatigued  with  labour,  laid  down  upon  his  bed  to  reft, 

wthur'ado  'Tt  !!  8htf  S-  Three  or*  four  of  the  people 

partition  ’herd  g  "T  k"ed  3t,‘he  ga'e>  There  *as  only  a  wainfcot 
pam.ion,  between  the  room  where  the  captain  was  killed  and  the 
magazine  of  powder.  Hubbard.  J  he 

coJrt^f  ’ delrrf  h.  \°  f]le  governor’  when  he  was  fitting  in  a 
with  a  letter  froftwh  .  of<.c.auIfesf  affirmlng  'tcame  under  cover 

.  I  Several  perfons  of  Boftoi),  with  John  Appleton  of  Infw.VK  „„ 
titioned  the  general  court,  praying  then, 

order,  b  h  cenfured  for  intermeddling^"  and  feme  of  the 
elders  inclined  that  the  two  magnates  Ihould  be  Vent  amT  thn.mh* 

urgln^fhat t0f°bey  for  co"fci^,ce  fake,  but  Mr.  Mitchel  oppofedV 

z  r  A  r* 

“  s  r ztzr  “  r:  z&X™ 

Mr.  cale,  r„Ja .! “lonr » f.Mi  ««»y  iitit  mit„. 

^  Ths 


*** *  v.  ■ 


r 


III 


■l.  ■ 


> 


•*54  THE  HISTORY  OF 

t  « 

1666  The  commifiioners,  with  other  gentlemen,  meeting 
fometimes  at  a  public  houfe  called  the  Ship  §  tavern,  the 
conftabie  expected  to  find  them  there  upon  a  Saturday 
evening,  which  would  have  been  a  breach  of  law,  but  be¬ 
fore  he  came,  they  had  adjourned  to  Mr.  Kellond’s  a 
merchant,  who  lived  oppofite  to  the  tavern.  Another 
conftabie,  who  had  been  at  the  tavern  before,  had  been 
beaten  by  them.  Mafon,  who  had  more  courage  and  zeal, 
went  into  the  company  with  his  ftaff,  and  told  them  he 
was  glad  to  fee  them  there,  for  if  he  had  found  them  on 
the  other  fide  the  ftreet  he  would  have  carried  them  all 
away,  and  added,  that  he  wondered  they  fhould  be  fo  un¬ 
civil  as  to  beat  a  conftabie  and  abufe  authority.  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Carr  faid,  it  was  he  that  beat  him,  and  that  he  would 
do  it  again.  Mafon  replied,  that  he  thought  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  commifiioners  would  not  have  beaten  hisMajefty’s 
officers,  and  that  it  was  well  for  them  that  he  was  not  the 
conftabie  who  found  them  there,  for  he  would  have  car¬ 
ried  them  before  authority.  Sir  Robert  afked,  if  he  dare 
meddle  with  the  King’s  commifiioners?  Yes,  fays  Ma- 
ibn,  and  if  the  King  himfelf  had  been  there  I  would  have 
carried  him  away ;  upon  which  Maverick  cried  our, 
treafon!  Mafon,  thou  fhalc  be  hanged  within  a  twelve- 
month.  Sir  Robert  Carr  fpake  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple 
and  fome  others  of  the  company,  to  take  notice  of  what 
paffed,  and  the  next  day  Maverick  fent  a  note  to  Mr.. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  charging  Mafon  with  high 
treafon  for  the  words  fpoken,  and  requiring  the  gover¬ 
nor  to.fecure  him.  The  governor  appointed  a  time  for 
Maverick  to  come  to  his  houfe  and  to  oblige  himfelf  to 
profecute  the  conftabie,  at  the  next  court  of  aftiftants,  but 
Maverick,  inftead  of  appearing,  thought  proper  only  to 
fend  another  note,  promifing  to  appear  againft  the  con¬ 
ftabie  and  charge  him  home,  and  therefore  required  his 
perfon  fhouid  be  fecured.  The  governor  thought  it  ad- 
vi  (cable  to  caufe  Maronto  recognize,  as  principal,  in  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  two  fufficient  fureties  in  two  hun- 

§  The  oppofite  corner  to  what  is  called  Clark’s  fhip-yard  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town. 

dred 
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dred  and  fifty  each,  for  his  appearance  ;  but  the  day  be-  1 666 
fore  the  court,  Maverick  fent  another  note  to  the  eover- 
Jior,  defiringto  withdraw  his  charge,  being  “  fatisfied 
that  although  the  words  were  rafii  and  inconfiderate,  yet 
there  was  no  premeditated  defign  in  Mafon  to  offer  any 

injury  to  the  King  or  his  government.”  The  governor  re¬ 
turned  for  anfwer,  “  that  the  affair  was  of  too  hhh  a  na-  1 
ture  for  him  to  mterpofe  in,  Mafon  being  bound°over  to  , 
anlwer.  Upon  his  appearance,  a  bill  was  laid  before  the 
grand  jury,  wherein  he  was  charged  with  malicioufly  and 
treafonably  uttering  the  treafonable  words  mentioned. 
Accordingly  to  the  liberty  taken  by  grand  juries  at 
that  day  they  only  found  “  that  the  words  charged  were 
fpoken,”  and  Mafon  being  brought  upon  triaUnd  the 
words  fully  proved  the  court  of  affiftants  fufpended 
judgment,  and  referred  the  caufe  to  the  next  general  court 

infoTent'  Zn/ftu’  t'?atralthou8h  words  were  raft.’ 
niolent,  and  highly  offenfive,  yet,  as  his  accufers  and 

witneffes  all  cleared  him  from  any  overt  aft,  or  eviMn 

tended  agai inlt  , he  King,  the  court  did  no,  fee  c'uft  ?o' 

,JU  “j*! a  enpnai  ofiendcr,  but  fentenced  him  to  be 

elTtriS  tbl  S  mann"  by  the  Z°K  Ho»- 

e  trivial  this  anecdote  may  appear,  yet  there  are  cir 

thTcoT  T  h  thr0W  fr '  “Sht  upon  the  charafter  of 
the  commiffioners,  as  well  as  that  of  the  governor  and 

£tJ  time.”1'  “nd  minm“Ial  P°Wm  of  Ih=  6°«rnmem  « 

h;3rcE  Cr0mumiffioner?  had  prevailed  on  fome  of  the  inha- 
tants  of  the  towns  in  New-Hampfhire*  to  fio-n  a  ne-f 

tion  and  complaint  to  his  Majefty  of  the  wronasVVhld 

fuflainedfrom  the  Maffachufets,  -  who  had  u fumed  he  f 

vernmentover  them,”buttheinhabitants  of  Dover  in  m 

meeting,  and  Portfmouth  and  Ex"<-er  hv  „•  v  ’  nt°7n 

the  hands  of  the  town  officers,  declared  tUird[ff'nf  Z  n 
,h=  towns  defined  to  be  confide, ed  a,  part  ofthr'  M^IT 
thufets  colony,  as  they  had  been  for  many  years  before +‘ 

t  -  e„,„.  ThrM 

onfiables  of  Dove,  Po„f„„h  J  ““  ££ 

'  ’  Z  Corbet, 
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1666  Three  perfons  f  were  alfo  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
province  of  Main,  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  towns  there, 
by  bringing  them  to  an  orderly  fubmifiion,  which  was 
not  immediately  effected  J. 

I  have  endeavoured  impartially  to  relate  the  proceed¬ 
ings  between  the  commifiloners  and  the  colony.  On  the 
one  hand,  I  think  it  appears  that  the  government  had 
not  fufficient  excufe  for  not  complying  more  fully  with 
what  the  King  required  of  them  by  his  letter  in  1662. 
Mr.  Norton  their  agent,  who  knew  the  refolutions  of  the 
King  and  his  minifters,  faw  the  neceffity  of  it.  This 
would,  probably,  have  prevented  fuch  a  commiiiionfrom 
ififuing.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
eommiiiion  was  a  fcretch  of  power,  fuperfeding  in  many 
refpe&s  the  authority  and  powers  granted  by  the  charter, 
and  there  appears  in  the  conduct  of  the  general  court,  upon 
this  occafion,  not  an  ofaftinate  perverfefpirit,  but  a  modeft 
fteady  adherence  to  what  they  imagined,  at  leak,  to  be  their 
juft  rights  and  privileges  §.  At  the  fame  time  they  endea¬ 
voured,  not  only  by  repeated  humble  adarefifes,  and  pro- 

fed!  ons 

Corbet,  and  to  bring  him  before  the  governor  or  magiftrates  at  Bolion, 
to  anfwer  for  his  tumultuous  behaviour  againft  the  government,  who 
lined  him  20 1.  and  bound  him  to  his  good  behaviour. 

4  Thomas  Danforth,  Eleazer  Lufher,  and  John  Leveret,  Efqrs. 

t  Ferdinando  Gorges,  grandfom  to  Sir  Ferdinando,  attempted  a 
fettlement  in  the  province  of  Main  under  himfelf  as  Lord  Proprietor, 
foon  after  the  reftoration.  He  obtained  a  letter  from  King  Char|e3 
dated  the  1  ith  of  January  1664,  dir.  died  to  the  governor  of  the  Mai- 
fachufets  colony,  and  council  of  New-England,  requiring  renitution 
to  be  forthwith  made  and  quiet  poiTelTion  delivered,  or  otherwise, 
without  delay,  realon  be  iliewn  for  the  contrary.  By  their  humble 
addrefs  theyexcufed  themfelves  from  the  delivery,  and  attempted  to 
give  reafons  for  their  condudl,  but  Mr.  Gorges  appohred  officers  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  province,  whole  authority  was  o t  ffiort  contmu- 


*  The  Kinn  having  recommended.  by  a  letter  Feb.  22d  1065,  to 
the  governor  and  council,  an  expedition  againil  Canada,  the  court 
in  their  anfwer  to  Lord  Arlington,  July  17th  id 66,  fay  that  having 
ronfulted  with  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  and 
with  the  governor  of  Connedicut  (Mr.  Winthrop  who  had  lately 
been  in  England)  they  concluded  it  was  not  feazaoie  at  prefent.  as 
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feffions  of  loyalty,  to  appeafe  his  Majefty,  but  they  pur-  1 666 
chafed  a  fhip-load  of  marts  (the  freight  whereof  coft  them 
fixteen  hundred  pounds  fterling)  and  prefented  to  the 
King,  which  he  gracioufly  accepted  *,  and  the  fleet  in  the 
Weft-Indies  being  in  want  of  provifions,  a  fubfcription 
and  contribution  was  recommended  through  the  colony, 
for  bringing  in  provifions  to  be  fent  to  the  fleet  for  his 
Majefty’s  fervice*.  It  appears,  by  the  record,  that  fe~ 
veral  towns  had  liberally  fubfcribed,  and  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  reft  not  to  fall  fhort  of  what  had  been 
done  by  thofe  who  had  gone  before  them,  but  I  find  no 
record  of  the  whole  amount.  About  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Chriftophers,  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  French,  arriving  in  the  fpring  of 
1666,  and  more  beihg  daily  expeCted,  provision  was 
made  by  the  court  for  the  relief  and  fupport  of  fuch  as 
were  in  neceffity.  Upon  the  news  of  the  great  fire_in 
London,  a  collection  was  made  through  the  colony  for 
the  relief  of  fufferers.  The  amount  of  it  cannot  be 
afcertained.  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seaman  and  other 
diffenting  minifters  in  London,  to  Mr.  Syms  and  Mr. 
Shephard  minifters  of  Charleftown,  advifing  the  receipt 
of  105 1.  fterling  collected  in  that  church.  If  others 
contributed  in  proportion,  a  large  fum  muft  have  been 
raifed. 

There  had  been  a  prefs  for  printing  at  Cambridge  for 
near  twenty  years.  The  court  appointed  two  perfons  f , 
in  October  1662,  licencers  of  the  prefs,  and  prohibited  the 
publifliing  any  books  or  papers  which  fhould  not  be  ftrper- 
vifed  by  them, and  in  1668  the  fupervifors  having  allowed 
of  the  printing  C(  Thomas  aKempis deimitatione  Chrifti,3* 

well  in  refpe<51  of  the  difficulty,  jf  not  impoffibility  of  a  land  march  over 
the  rocky  mountains,  and  howling  defarts,  about  four  hundred  miles, 
as  the  ftrength  of  the  French  there,  according  to  reports.” 

#  This  was  fo  well  received  that  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  general 
court  under  the  King  s  fign  manual,  dated  the  2  iff  of  April  i66p,  figni- 

fying  how  well  taken  it  was  by  |iis  JVlajelty.  So  the  letter  expreffes 

it. 

f  Capt  Daniel  Gookins  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Mitchell  the  minifler 
of  Cambridge. 

R  3  the 
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666  the  court  iriterpofed,  “  it  being  wrote  by  a  popifli  minf- 
iter,  and  containing  fome  things  ]efs  fafe  to  be  infufed 
among  the  people,”  and  therefore  they  commended  to 
the  hcencers  a  more  full  revifal,  and  ordered  the  prefs  to 
flop  in  tiie  mean  time.  In  a  conftitution  lefs  popular  this 
would  have  been  thought  too  great  an  abridgment  of  the 
fubje&’s  liberty. 

666  From  1666  to  1670  Mr.  Bellingham  was  annually 
to  chofen  governor,  and  Mr,  Willoughby  deputy  governor. 

670  Nova-Scotia  and  the  reft  of  Acadie,  which  had  been  re- 
fliud  non!  the  French  by  Cromwell,  were  reftored  by 
the  treaty  of  Breda.  The  French  made  little  progress 
in  fettling  this  country.  The  only  inconvenience  the 
Maflachufets  complained  of,  until  after  the  revolution,, 
was  the  encouragement  given  to  the  Indians  to  make  their 
inroads  upon  the  frontiers.  Sir  Thomas  Temple  who, 
with  others  hada  grant  of  the  country  firftfrom  Crom¬ 
well,  and  afterwards  from  King  Charles,  thought  he  haft 
reafon  to  complain,  anc  the  King’s  order  was  repeated 
to  him,  to  give  up  his  forts  to  the  French,  fome  pre¬ 
tence  being  made  for  noc  complying  with  the  firft  order. 

After  forty  years,  the  greateft  part  of  our  firft  emi¬ 
grants  had  finifhed  their  pilgrimage,  and  were  arrived  at 
the  place  of  their  everlafting  abode.  Some  of  them  la¬ 
mented  their  being  born  too  loon,  to  fee  New-England  in 
its  moft  flourilhing  Hate.  This  will  be  the  cafe  with 
their  pofterity  for  many  generations  yet  to  come.  Mr. ' 
Wilfon,  the  firft  miriifter  of  Bofton  church,  died  Au- 
guft  7th  1667,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.  He  left  an 
amiable  character,  and  is  reprefented  by  his  contempora¬ 
ries,  as  one  of  the  moft  humble,  pious  and  benevolent 
men  of  the  age.  Fie  was  fon  of  Dodlor  Wilfon,  a  pre¬ 
bend  of  St  Paul’s,  Rochefter  and  Windfor,  and  reftor 
of  Ciiff,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  married 
a  daughter  of  Lady  Mansfield,  and  a  near  kinfwoman  of 
Sir  William  Bird,  it  was  with  much  difficulty,  that  he 
perfuaded  her  to  go  to  New-Engl  nd.  After  having  fpent 
one  winter  there  without  her,  he  returned  to  England  to 
fetch  her.  His  life  has  been  publilhed  by  Dr.  Mather. 

I  hav^ 
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I  have  it  in  manufcript  by  another  hand.  In  both  are  1666 
related  many  inftances  to  fhew  his  prophetick  fpirit.  to 
We  may  very  well  remark  upon  thofe  fort  of  prophecies,  1670 
ghu  bene  conjiciet,  buncvatem.  Richard  Mather,  a  lea  ned 
srave  divine,  and  a  minifter  of  Dorchefter  died  the  22d 
of  April  1669,  aged  73.  Charles  Chauncy  batchelor  of 
divinity,  the  venerable  learned  prcfident  of  the  college, 
died  the  1  qth  of  February  1671,  in  his  80th  year*.  Be- 

fides 


*  This  is  the  Charles  Chauncy  of  whom  Rufhworth  in  his  collec¬ 
tions  for  the  year  1629  takes  this  notice,  “Mr.  Charles  Chauncy, 
minifter  of  Ware,  ufing  fome  exprefiions  in  his  fermon,  that  idolatry 
was  admitted  into  the  church,  that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would 
be  fupprefted.  that  there  is  much  atheifrn,  popery,  arminianifm  and 
herefy  crept  into  the  church;  and  this  being  looked  upon  to  raife  a 
fear  among  the  peopte  that  fome  alteration  in  religion  would  enfue, 
he  was  queftioned  in  the  high  commiflion,  and  by  order  of  that  court 
the  caufe  was  referred  to  the  bifhop  of  London,  being  his  ordinary, 
who  ordered  him  to  make  a  fubmiftion  in  Latin.3’  A  letter  which  he 
wrote  two  years  before  to  Mr.  Cotton  will  be  thought  by  fome  worthy 
of  being  preferved. 

<(  Salutem  in  fo?ite  falutis . 

Good  Sir, 

My  kindeft  refpe&s  and  moft  loving  falutations  to  yourfelf  and 
your  wife.  The  prsfent  convenience  of  a  meftenger  from  Ware  makes 
me  bold  to  trouble  you  with  thefe  few  lines.  I  am  now  (by  God’s 
good  hand)  vickar  of  Ware,  and  deiire  your  bell  direction  how  I 
may,  with  moft  profit  and  edification  of  my  charge,  proceed  in  the 
Lord’s  work.  I  have  a  very  large  parith  and  a  diffolute  town  to  deal 
with  (as  you  may  well  guefs)  and  which  is  worfe,  we  have  little  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  place  to  afiifi:  us.  The  people  have  wanted  inftruc- 
tion  for  many  years  (fuch  I  mean  as  might  build  them  up  in  the  faith 
and  make  them  wife  untofalvation)  befides,  the  places  round  about  me 
are  a  barren  vvildernefs,  and  fo  muft  undergo  much  opposition.  I 
have  already  fuftained  aliqua  gravamina  confcientitfi  to  go  thus  far  in 
regard  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  our  church,  and  am  likely 
to  undergo  more  in  the  book  of  articles,  which  we  are  bound  to  read 
publicly  and  to  yield  our  afient  unto  ;  the  article  concerning  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  bifhops  and  minifters  doth  fomewhat  trouble  me,  as  alfo 
the  ceremonies  which  we  are  bound  unto,  which  though  I  forbear 
myfeif,  yet  I  know  not  how  to  avoid  but  that  iny  curate  muft  ufe 
if  I  will  (land  here.  I  pray  afford  your  wifeft  advice  herein*  Hac 
fub  figillo . 

R  4 
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1666  Tides  thefe,  we  are  not  to  omit  Jonathan  Mitchell,  the  mi- 
to  miter  of  Cambridge,  who  died  the  9th  of  July  ;668,  in 
*  7°  **‘s  43^  year,  and  is  always  fpoken  of  as  one  of  the  moft 
Earned  men  and  belt  preachers  in  his  day.  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port,  who  had  been  miniffer  of  New- Haven  from  the 
firlt  fettlement  or  that  colony,  removed  to  Bolton  about 
the  year  1667,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  people,  and 
againft  the  mind  of  many  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the 
church  in  Bofton,  which  caufed  them,  fome  time 
after,  to  feparate  from  their  brethren,  and  to  form  a  new 
fociety  ever  fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  fouth 
church  *.  He  died  of  the  palfie  March  16th  1670,  in 
the  73d  year  of  his  agej. 

Mr.  Gorges’s  claim  to  the  province  of  Main,  fupported 
by  the  abts  of  the  commilfioners,  had  encouraged  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  withdraw  from  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Maffachufers ; 
but  the  province,  according  to  fome  accounts,  was  in  the 
otmoll  confufion,  and,  in  1668,  fome  of  the  principal  per¬ 
fons  applied  to  the  general  court  of  the  Maffachufets  to 
reaffume  the  jurifdidtion  over  them.  The  court  always 
thought  it  the  part  of  good  governors,  as  well  as  of  good 
judges,  to  amplify  their  jurifdidion;  and  “from  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty  to  God  and  their  King”  publifhed  a  declaration, 

I  fhall  be  glad.to  fee  tdu  at  my  poor  vickarage,  in  tranfitu ,  and  for 
my  part  (if  God  permit)  I  will  not  fail  to  fee  you  once  a  year.  I  pray 
ialute  Mr.  John  fen  ana  Mr.  Bellingham  with  their  wives  in  my  name, 
and  the  reft  of  my  chriifian  friends  in  your  town  or  family,  and  I 
befeech  you  remember  me  unto  the  Lord  in  your  prayers,  and  the 
Lord  give  a  blefting  to  your  perfon  and  labours. 

Your’s  in  the  Lord  with  all  hearty  aftedlion, 

Ware,  March  15,  1627.  Charles  Chauncy^* 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Thacher  was  the  firft  minifter  of  this  church,  and 
Mr.  Rainsford,  brother  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Rainsford,  was  the  firft 
ruling  elder, 

f  In  1667  the  people  at  Cape  Fear,  being  under  diftrefting  c ire  11m- 
fiances,  a  general  contribution,  by  order  of  court,  was  made  through 
the  colony  for  their  r  Jief.  Although  this  was  a  colony  fubjedl  to  the 
proprietary  government  of  Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  yet  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid,  about  the  time  of  the  relforadon,  by  adventurers  from 
Nevv-England,  who  iuppofed  they  had  a  right  to  the  foil  as  firft  oc¬ 
cupant*  and  purchafers  from  the  native?,  and,  Bluing  from  the  Mafia- 
chufets,  to  the  fame  civil  privileges,  but  they  were  difappointed  as  to 
both.  MS. 


re- 
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requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York  to  yield  1666 
obedience  to  the  lav/s  of  the  colony,  and  to  chiife  officers,  to 
within  the  feverai  towns,  as  they  had  done  before  the  late  16 jo 
interruption.  As  this  proceeding  was  made  one  of  the 
grounds  of  complaint  againfl  the  colony,  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  it  may  not  be  improper. 

The  declaration  of  the  court  was  of  the  form  following. 

44  WHEREAS  this  colony  of  the  MafTachufets,  in  , 

44  obfervance  of  the  trull  to  them  committed  by  his  Ma- 
44  jelly  A  royal  charter,  with  the  full  and  tree  confent  and 
cc  fubrmffion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York, 

44  for  fundry  years,  did  exercife  government  over  the 
44  people  of  that  county ;  and  whereas,  about  three  years 
44  nowr  pail,  fome  interruption  hath  been  made, to  the 
44  peace  of  that  place,  and  order  there  ellabliffied,  by  the 
44  impofition  of  fome  who,  pretending  to  ferve  his  Ma- 
44  jelly’s  interell  with  unjuft  aiperfions  and  reflections  upon' 

44  this  government  here  ellabliffied  by  his  royal  charter, 

44  have  unwarrantably  drawn  the  inhabitants  of  that 
44  county  to  iubmiffion  unto  offices  that  have  no  royal 
44  warranty,  thereby  infringing  the  liberty  of  our  charter, 

44  and  depriving  the  people  now  fettled  of  their  juft  privi- 
44  leges ;  the  effedl  whereof  doth  now  appear  to  be,  not 
44  only  a  diflervice  to  his  Majelly,  but  alfo  reducing  a 
44  people  that  were  found  under  an  orderly  ellabliffiment 
44  to  a  confufed  anarchy:  The  premifes  being  duly  con- 
44  fidered,  this  court  doth  judge  meet,  as  in  duty  they 
44  Hand  bound  to  God  and  his  Majelly,  to  declare  their 
44  refolution,  again  to  exert  their  power  of  jurifdi&ion 
“  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county  of  York,  and  do 
“  hereby  accordingly,  in  his  Majeft y’s  name,  require  all 
“  and  every  of  the  inhabitants  there  fettled,  to  yield  obe- 
“  dience  to  the  laws  of  this  colony  as  they  have  been  or- 
“  derly  published,  and  to  all  fuch  officers  as  {hall  be  there 
“  legally  eftablifhed  by  authority  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 
“  charter  and  the  order  of  our  commiflioners,  whom  this 
“  court  hath  nominated  and  impowered  to  fettle  all  af- 
i'  fairs  neceilary  for  the  government  of  the  people  there, 

“  aad  to  keep  a  court  this  prefent  fu aimer  the  firft  Tuef- 

“  day 
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.  1 666“  day  in  July,  at  York  town,  as  hath  been  formerly  ac- 
to  cuftomed,  and,  for  that  end,  we  have  commanded  our 
1670  “  Secretary  to  ifiue  out  warrants  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
“  1°  their  refpetfive  towns  to  meet  to  chufe  jurors,  both 
grand  and  petit,  conftables  and  other  officers  for  the 
“  fervice  of  that  county  as  the  law  requireth  ;  the  faid 
“  warrant  to  be  directed  unto  Nathanael  Mafterfon,  who 
“  is  by  this  court  appointed  marfhal  of  that  court  as  for- 
“  merly,  and  by  him  the  faid  warrants  are  to  be  delivered 

“  to  the  feveral  conftables  to  be  accordingly  executed,  a 

“  due  obfervance  whereof,  with  an  orderly  return  to  be 
“  made  to  the  court  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  is  hereby  re- 
“  quired  of  all  perfons  refpedtively  concerned,  as  they 
**  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril.  1 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr’y.” 
The  commiftioners  appointed  were  Major  General  Le¬ 
veret,  Mr.  Edward  Tyng  *,  Capt.  Waldron  f ,  and  Capt. 
PikeJ. ,  They  made  return  to  the  general  court,  who 
gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  fervices,  allowed  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  what  they  had  done,  and  ordered  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  entered  upon  their  records  as  followeth. 

“  UPON  receipt  of  this  court’s  commiflion  which  is 
e  tl  fi^lfi^)tt ,  we  prefently  appointed 
“  Peter  Wyer  clerk  of  the  writs,  and  hearing  Mafterfon, 
appointed  by  the  court,  was  imprifoned,  we  appointed 
“  another  marfhal,  by  warrant  under  our  hands,  but  the 
“  former  marfhal  being  fet  at  liberty  the  other  did  not  a<ft. 
“  The  court  being  by  Jaw  to  be  kept  in  York  the  firft 
“  Tuefday  of  July  1668,  being  the  7th  day  of  the  month, 
“  we  repaired  to  York  upon  Monday  the  6th  day.  Mr. 
“  Jocelin  and  feveral  others,  ftiled  juftices  of  the  peace, 
coming  nigh  to  the  ordinary  where  we  were  before  the 
“  door,  after  falutes  pafied,  they  rold  us  they  defired  to 
“  fpeak  with  us  in  the  morning.  To  their  defires  we 
“  complied  and  gave  them  a  meeting,  where  we  ac- 

*  Edward  Tyng  was  afterwards  an  afliftant. 

f  Richard  Waldron  was  fpeaker  of  the  deputies  and  reprefented 
Dover. 

t  Robert  Pike  was  of  Salifbury.  He  was  afterwards  one  of  the 
council  named  in  the  province  charter, 
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quainted  them  we  were  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  1666 
fay,  but  not  as  fent  to  treat  with  them  about  what  we  to 
had  to  do  by  virtue  of  the  general  court’s  commiffion.  1670 
They  acquainted  us  that  they  had  lately  received,  in  a 
pacquetfrom  Col.  Nichols,  his  letter  to  the  governor 
and  magiftrates  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  which  they 
defired  us  to  read,  and  firft  their  commiffion,  the  which 
we  read,  and  having  read  them,  we  told  them  that 
thofe  concerned  the  general  court  and  had  been  under 
their  consideration,  all  but  the  letter  from  Col.  Nichols, 
and  chat  they  had  lent  their  declaration  into  the  county, 
fo  that  we  had  nothing  to  lay,  only  that  we  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  that  the  commiffioners  had  power  to  make 
any  fuch  temporary  fettlemenr,  hh  Majefly  having  be¬ 
fore  him  the  cafe,  for  that  the  Maffachufets  had,  in  obe- 
dierne,  fent  their  reafons  why  they  did  not  deliver  up 
the  government  of  that  count1  y  to  Mr.  Gorges,  which 
was  according  to  his  Majefly’s  command.  Then  Mr. 
Jocelin  told  us  there  was  not  above  five  or  fix  of  a  town 
for  us ;  to  which  we  replied,  we  fhould  fee  by  the  returns 
made  to  the  court’s  warrants  or  appearances,  and  fur¬ 
ther  told  them  we  muff  attend  to  our  commiffion,  in 
profecution  whereof  we  fhould  attend  to  his  Majefty’s 
and  the  country’s  fervice,  not  our  own,  and  if  we  met 
with  oppofition  we  fhould  advife  what  to  do.  Many 
other  things  paffcd,  but  with  mutual  refpeft.  They 
faid  they  mull  attend  their  commiffion,  We  parted 
and  repaired  to  the  meeting- houfe,  and  there  opened 
the  court  by  reading  our  commiffion  publicly  and  de¬ 
claring  to  the  people  wherefore  we  came,  whereto  there 
was  great  filence  and  attention.  Then,  by  the  mar¬ 
shal,  we  called  for  the  town  returns  to  be  brought  in 
for  the  eledfion  of  affociates  *,  and  returns  were  made 
from  five  towns,  the  other  two  being  hindred  (as  they 
faid)  by  thejuftjces,  yet,  in  one  of  them,  above  half 
the  electors  fent  in  their  votes.  Whilll  the  court  was 


*  afTociates  feem  to  be  intended  in  the  room  of  magiftrates, 
sjnd  being  joined  with  perfons  appointed  by  the  general  court  had  the 
fjanie  power  as  the  court  of  magiftrates  or  afiiftants  had  in  the  colony 
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1666  “  bufy  in  opening,  forting  and  telling  the  votes,  the  juf- 
.J?  t,cej  came*  without  doors,  by  home  inffrument, 

1  ™3de  proclamation  that  all  fhould  attend  to  hear  his 

1VJajeHy’s  commands ;  upon  which  orders  were  oiven 
“  tothe  marfiaa!,  and  accordingly  he  made  proclamation, 
that  if  any  had  any  command  from  his  Majefty,  they 
“  coming  and  fhewing  it  to  the  court,  the  court  was  open 
and  ready  to  hear  the  fame.  Thereupon  thefe  gentle- 
^en  came  anc^  marnfefted  their  clefire,  that  what 
they  had  fhewn  '.o  us  in  private  might  be  read  in  court 
“  to  the  people ;  to  whom  we  replied,  that  the  court 
was  in  the  min  ft  of  their  biifinefs  m  opening  the  returns 
“  of  the  county  from  the  feveral  towns  of  efedtion,  and 
“  f°  foon  a?  that  was  over,  and  after  dinner,  they  fhould 
“  have  their  defire  granted  ;  fo  they  left  us,  and  we 
proceeded  to  fee  who  were  chofen  a.ffociates,  had  the 
returns  of  the  jurymen  and  their  names  entred,  both 
“  the  grand  jury  and  that  of  trials,  a]fo  of  the  con- 
ftauies,  but  did  not  fwear  any  one,  but  adjourned  the 
“  court  and  went  to  dinner  ;  in  which  time  we  heard  that 
“  the  gentlemen  were  going*  to  the  meeting-houfe  to  fit 
as  an  affembly,  they  having  before  iflued  out  their 
“  warrants  for  the  towns  to  fend  their  deputies,  where¬ 
upon  we  fent  to  fpeak  with  them  after  dinner.  They 
returned  they  would,  provided  we  would  not  proceed 
ct  any  further  till  we  fpake  with  them.  We  lent  them 
“  word  we  did  engage  it.  They  fent  us  word  they  would 
“  meet  with  us  at  the  meeting-houfe,  and  prefently  after 
“  their  marfhal  and  Nathaniel  Phillips  went  up  and 
down,  and  at  all  public  places  publiihed  a  paper  or 
“  writing,  whom  meeting  upon  their  return,  it  was  de- 
“  manded  what,  and  upon  what  authority,  they  had 
publifhed  to  the  people  to  make  a  difturbance,  they 
“  anfwered,  they  publifhed  what  they  had  in  the  King’s 
"  name ;  they  were  demanded  to  fhew  their  order  or  au- 
“  thority ;  they  anfwered,  that  was  for  their  fecurity  ; 

“  I'o  refilling  to  fhew  it  they  were  committed  to  the  mar- 
“  fhal.  Then  we  went  to  court,  where  we  found  the  houfe 
“  full  and  the  gentlemen  to  have  taken  up  our  feats,  fo 
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<  '  • 

c<  room  being  made,  we  went  up  td  them  and  told  1666 
“  them  we  expefted  other  things  than  that  they  would  to 
-<c  have  put  fuch  an  affront  upon  the  couir,  not  flip u id  1O/0 
“  motions  hinder  us  from  profecuting  our  comrpiffion  ; 

«  we  could  keep  the  court  elfewhere.  Some  of  the 
“  people  began  to  fpeak,  but  we  commanded  filence,  and 
cc  the  officer  was  commanded  by  us  to  clear  the  court, 
whereupon  Ivlr.  Jocehn  Ipoke  to  iotne  nigh  him  to  de~ 
part*,  fo  they  coming  from  their  feat  we  came  to  pri» 

«c  vate  difcourfe,  and  they  infilled  to  have  their  commix- 
«  fion  and  the  King’s  mandamus  of  1 666  to  be  read  *, .  we 
Cl  told  them  we  would  perform  what  we  had  promifed 
45  when  the  court  was  fet,  fo  we  repaired  to  our  feat,  and 
they  being  fet  by  us  defired  that  their  commiffion  might 
“  be  read,  which  was  done,  and  the  grounds  of  it  ex- 
“  preffed  to  be  from  the  people’s.  petitioning,  who 
were  told  that  they  could  bed  give  anfwer  thereto, , 

«  but  faid  nothing;  then  that  part  of  the  mandamus  of 
1666,  which  they  defired  might  be  read,  was  read, 

*c  After  which  they  defired  that  Colonel  Nichols  s  lette* 
to  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Maffachulets 
<c  might  be  read,  but,  that  not  being  concernment  to 
66  them  there,  fave  only  for  information  of  the  jufticesof 
cC  what  had  paffed  from  him  to  the  governor  and  magi- 
<c  flrates  to  whom  it  was  directed,  it  was  ref u fed  ;  fome 
<c  {hort  account  being  publicly  given,  that  that  which 
iC  had  been  read,  for  the  matter,  having  been  before  un- 
<c  der  the  confederation  of  the  general  court,  they  had 
the  declaration  of  their  intendments,  in  profecution 
<c  whereof  we  were  commiffionated  to  keep  court  and 
<c  fettle  the  country,  which  work  we  had  begun,  and, 

<c  God  willing,  would  profecute,  to  perform  the  trufl 
«  committed  to  us,  and  have  declared  to  the  people  that 
we  were  not  infenfible  how  that,  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
terruption  of  the  government,  in  the  year  1665,  by 
“  fuch  of  she  gentlemen  of  the  King’s  commiffioners  as 
'  we  re  then  upon  the  place,  they  had  manifefted  their 

46  difpleafure,  by  telling  the  people  that  the  Mafiachufets 
v  were  traitors,  rebels,  and  difobedient  to  his  Majelty, 

“the 
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t6  ::  fhe  reward  whereof,  within  one  year,  theyfaid,  ffiould 

1670“  onnd  ?b?edfVyei  ^  t0Jd  them’  th«,  through  the 

7  “  rh„frfhand  °f  G°d  ^ndthe  Kln8’s  favour,  the  Maffa- 
chufets  were  an  authority  to  affiert  their  right  of  go- 

theru’  *1  ^‘rtUe  °f  tfle  r°yal  charter  derived 
to  them  from  his  Majefty’s  royal  predeceffors,  and  that 

we  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Maffachufets  colony’s 

actings  for  the  forwarding  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  would 

outlpeak  other  words,  where  there  was  nothing  but 

words  for  themfelves  or  againft  us.  Which  done,  the 

<4  gentlemen  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  work  of 

the  court,  to  impannel  the  grand  jury,  gave  them  their 

„  oaths  and  charge,  and  then,  the  affociates  prefent,  we 

«  R  ed  P,  their  °aths’  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr. 
Roger  Plaifted,  exprefled  publicly  that  he  was  fent  by 

town  he  lived  in,  accordingly  he  had  applied  him- 
left  to  the  major-general  more  privately,  to  know 
how  we  reaflumed  the  government,  and  how  they 
were  to  fubmit  to  it,  which  he  now  mentioned  in  public 
‘  that  he  might  render  himfelf  faithful  to  them  that  fent 
him;  to  which  he  was  anfwered  in  public  as  he  had 
been  in  private,  that  we  reaffumed  the  government  by 
virtue  of  the  charter,  and  that  they  were  to  have  the 
‘‘  Se  Privileges  with  ourfelves  in  the  other  counties. 

We  had  alio  from  Scarborough  a  paper  preferred 
“  wh'ch  we  herewith  prefent  to  the  court.  Then  having 
fworn  the  conftables  prefent,  impannelled  the  jury  for 
trials,  fworn  them,  and  committed  what  adions  were 
“  entred  and  profecuted  to  them,  in  which  time  the 
gentlemen  fent  to  defire  that  at  our  leilure  time  they 
might  fpeak  with  us ;  they  were  fent  for  and  prefented 
“  us  with  a  paper.  After  we  had  received  it,  we  at¬ 
tended  to  fettle  the  bufinefs  of  the  military  officers  and 
“  trained  bands,  and  commiffionated  for  York,  Job  Al- 
“  cock  lieutenant,  Arthur  Bragdon  enfign ;  for  Wells 
“  J°hn  Littlefield  lieutenant,  Francis  Littlefield  jun.  en- 
“  fign;  for  Scarborough,  Andrew  Augur  lieutenant;  for 
“  Falmouth,  George  Ingerfield  lieutenant;  for  Kittery 

“  ClvrksFi  oft  captain,  Roger  Plaifted  lieutenant,  John 

“  Gaf- 
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“  Gaffingfley  enfign;  for  Saco,  Bryan  Pendleton  major;  1666 
“  and  he  to  fettle  Black-point.  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  to 
“  the  morning  before  we  came  away,  being  Thurfday  the  1670 
“  9th  of  July,  came  and  took  his  oath  in  court  to  ferve 
“  as  an  alfociate.  The  court  made  an  order  for  a  county 
“  court  to  be  held  the  1 5th  of  September  there  at  York, 

“  and  for  that  end  continued  the  commiflion  to  Capt. 

“  Waldron,  Capt.  Pike,  and  others,  for  the  better 
“  ftrengthening  the  authority  upon  the  place,  as  by  their 
“  commiflion  may  appear.  The  afiociates  that  are  now 
“  in  place  are  Major  Pendleton,  Mr.  Francis  Cotterell, 

“  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  Mr.  Raynes  of  York,  Mr. 

“  Roger  Plaifted  of  Kittery.  Which  is  humbly  fubmitted 
“  to  the  honourable  general  court  as  the  return  of 

“  Your  fervants  John  Leveret 

“  The  23d  of  October  166S.  Edward  Tyng 

Richard  Waldron.” 

1  .  . 

This  proceeding  of  the  Maflachufets  was  reported  and 
publifhed  by  Jocelyn  *  in  a  more  unfavourable  light,  and 

as 

f 

*  44  The  province  of  Main  or  the  country  of  the  Troquois  (Iroquois) 

44  heretofore  called  Laconia  or  New  Somerfetlhire,  is  a  colony  belong- 
44  ing  to  the  grandfon  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  of  Alhton  Phillips  in 
“  the  county  of  Somerfet.  The  faid  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  did  ex- 
4‘  pend  in  planting  feveral  parts  of  New-England  above  twenty  thou- 
44  fand  pounds  fterling,  and  when  he  was  between  three  and  fourfeore 
44  years  of  age,  did  perfonally  engage  in  our  royal  matter's  fervice, 

4<  and  particularly  in  the  flege  of  Brittol,  and  was  plundered  and  im- 
(<  prifoned  feveral  times  by  reafon  whereof  he  was  difcountenanced 
“  by  the  pretended  commiffioners  for  foreign  plantations,  and  his  pro- 
4‘  vince  encroached  upon  by  the  Maflachulets  colony  who  aflumed  the 
<(  government  thereof.  His  Majefty,  that  now  reigneth,  fent  over 
44  his  commiflioners  to  reduce  them  within  their  bounds,  and  to  put 
<c  Mr.  Gorges  again  into  pofleffion.  But  there  falling  out  a  conteft 
44  about  it,  the  commiflioners  fettled  it  in  the  King's  name  (until  the 
iC  buttnefs  fhould  be  determined  before  his  Majefty)  and  gave  com- 
tc  miffions  to  the  judge  of  their  courts,  and  the  juftices  to  govern  and 
4‘  aft  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  by  fuch  laws  of  their 
44  own  as  were  not  repugnant  to  them.  But,  as  foon  as  the  commif- 
44  fioners  were  returned  for  England,  the  Maflachufets  enter  the  pro-  * 

**  vince  in  a  hottile  manner  with  a  troop  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  turned 
64  the  judge  and  his  affftants  off  the  bench,  imprifoned  the  major  or 

44  com- 
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666  as  an  aft  of  greater  force  and  violence.  Indeed,  he  does 

to  not  pretend  that  there  was  any  oppofition  made  by  the 
70  inhabitants,  out  only  by  the  particular  perfons  appointed 
by  the  comraiffioners  to  govern  there,  and  it  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  defire  of  a  great  part  of  the  people  to 
Jive  under  the  governor  of  the  Mafiachufets. 

.  The  people  of  New-Hampfhire  had  continued  in  a 
quiet  and  orderly  ftate  ever  fince  the  year  1641.  There 
was  no  perfon  who  had  any  pretence  to  the  powers  of 
government,  Mafon  having  only  a  grant  of  the  foil  from 
the  council  of  Piimouth.  Sir  herdinando  Gorges  received 
a  royal  charter,  granting  the  fame  royalties,  privileo.es 
and  franchifes  as  are  of  right  or  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by 
the  bifhop  of  Durham,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham, 
with  power  to  conftitute  a  deputy  governor,  a  chancellor' 
a  trea  hirer,  a  marfhal,  a  judge  of  admiralty,  officers  of 
admiralty  for  ordering  maritime  affairs,  mailer  of  ord¬ 
nance,  a  fecretary,  &c.  and  by  repeatedly  nominating 
home  fuch  officers  and  attempting  to  eftablifh  a  form  of 
government  confifting  of  different  perfons  from  thofe  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Mafiachufets,  there  were  always  two  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  and  interefls  kept  alive  in  that  province, 
but  New-Hampfhire  had  been  fo  long  united  to  the  Maf- 
fachufets  that  the  people  of  both  colonies  were  of  one 
heart  and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  affairs.  The  town 
of  Port) mouth  /hewed  an  inftance  of  their  great  regard 
to  the  public  intereft,  and  in  1669  made  a  colleftion,  as 
it  is  termed  in  the  inftrument  prefented  to  the  general 
court,  more  probably  a  fubfcription,  of  fixty  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  for  the  ufe  of  Har- 

commander  of  the  militia,  threatned  the  judges  and  Tome  others 
that  were  faithful  to  Mr.  Gorges  interefls,  I  could  difcover  many 
“  other  foul  proceedings,  but,  for  fome  reafons  which  might  be 
given,  [  conceive  it  not  convenient  to  make  report  thereof  to  vulgar 
“  ears,”  &c.  JoJfelyn  s  voyage  to  Ne^u-England^  />.  199. 

This  Mr.  Joffielyn  1  take  to  be  brother  to  the  juflice  of  peace  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  report  of  the  Mafiachufets  commiffioners.  He  writes 
with  acrimony,  and  in  this  account,  as  well  as  feveral  other  parts  of 
his  voyages  to  New-England,  difcovers  a  flrong  prejudice  againft  the 
people  of  the  colony. 
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vard  college,  to  I'e  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  overfeers,  i 666 
and  they  lay  they  hoped  to  make  it  more*.  to 

The  colony,  about  this  time,  made  a  greater  figure  1670 
than  it  ever  did  at  any  other  time.  The  report  made  by 
the  commifiioners  to  the  King  had  produced  no  further 
troubles  from  England.-  The  plag  :e,  the  fire  of  London, 
the  difcontents  among  the  people  of  England,  caufed  by 
their  jealoufi-sof  adefign  tofubvert  theconftiturion  there, 
may  well  enough  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  a 
refpite  in  favour  of  the  people  here.  The  Miflachufets  go¬ 
verned,  without  oppofition,  the  province  of  New-H.imp- 
fhire  and  province  of  Main,  and  were  beginning  fertlements 
even  further  taftward.  The  French  were  removed  from 
their  neighbourhood  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Dutch  and 
Swedes  on  the  other.  Their  trade  was  as  extenfive  as  they 
could  wifh.  No  cuftom  houle  was  eftablifited.  The  afts 
of  parliament  of  the  12th  and  15th  of  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade,  were  in  force, 
but  the  governor,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  was  annually  to  be  eletfivd  by  the  people,  whole 
intereft  it  was  that  they  Ihould  not  be  obferved.  Some  of 
the  magiftrates  and  principal  merchants  grew  very  rich  f, 
and  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  ceconomy  prevailed  through 
the  colony.  But  a  change  of  affairs  came  on  foon  after. 

Mr.  Bellingham  continued  governor  in  1671  and  jSyt 
i6ji  J.  Mr.  Leveret  was  cholen  deputy  governor  both  to 
thofe  years,  and  in  1673,  fucceeded  Mr.  Bellingham  i6j? 

in 

*  * 

*  Boniface  Burton,  aged  1 13  years,  died  the  r  ^ch  Tune  1660.  Al- 
tnanackfor  1673.  ^ 

April  4th  1671,  Mr.  Willoughby  the  deputy  governor  died.  He 
was  a  great  oppofer  of  the  perfecutions  againlt  the  Bapbfts.  Elder 
Penn  died  the  30th  of  September  the  fame  year.  He  las  a  leading 

man  in  church  and  town  affairs.  He  is  the  fame  perfon  who  was 
choien  beadle  in  1630. 

+  Joffelyn,  p.  180. 

t  Mr.  Bellingham  died  December  7th,  1672.  He  lived  to  be  the 
only  furvivmg  patentee  named  in  the  charter.  It  is  always  mentioned 
as  a  part  of  his  charades,  that  he  hated  a  bribe.  He  was  bred  a 
lawyer,  but  like  fome  much  greater  lawyers,  made  his  laft  will  and 
te  ament  in  iuch  a  manner,  that  after  fome  years  difpute,  the  general 
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1671  in  the  place  of  governor,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds 
to  was  chofen  deputy  governor. 

1673  The  ftridt  union,  which  had  been  from  the  beginning, 
between  the  civil  and  ccclefiaftical  parts  of  iheconfti- 
tution,  was  about  this  time  in  danger  of  being  broke,  or 
greatly  weakned.  After  Mr.  Wilfon’s  death,  the  firft 
church  in  Bofton  invited  Mr.  Davenport,  the  minifter  of 
New-Haven,  to  fucceed  him.  He  was  then  about  70, 
had  gone  into  the  wildernefs  with  perfons  clofely  attached 
to  him,  and  remained  with  them  about  30  years,  and  they 
were  extremely  averle  to  his  leaving  them  *,  and  betides, 
he  was  at  the  head  of  a  party  more  ftridl  and  rigid  than- 
the  body  of  the  people  of  the  country,  for  he  had  always 
oppofed  the  admitting  to  baptifm  the  children  of  any 
who  were  not  in  full  communion  with  one  or  other  of  the- 
churches.  It  is  not  ftrange  that  there  fiiould  have  been 
a  party  of  Bofton  church  which  oppofed  his  fettlement. 
The  two  parties  in  this  church,  the  firft  in  rank  (although 
the  church  of  Salem  was  the  oldeft)  in  the  country,  pro¬ 
duced  two  parties,  not  in  the  other  churches  only,  buc 
in  the  ftate  alfo.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  church, 
both  for  number  and  eftate,  formed  themfelves,  as  has 
been  obferved,  into  a  feparate  fociety.  Seventeen  mini- 
fters  *  bore  a  public  teftimony  againft  the  proceedings  of 
t  he  three  elders  ft*  of  the  firft  church  in  Bofton,  viz.  againft 


f 


/ 


court  thought  it  necefihry  to  fupply  the  defers  of  it,  by  making  a  dif- 
pofition  of  his  eftate  themfelves.  Mr.  Leveret  was  among  the  junior 
aftiftants,  but  he  had  been  long  employed  in  public  affairs  and  places- 
of  great  truft.  Oliver  Cromwell  had  made  him  one  of  his  commif- 
fioners  in  1654,  for  the  redaction  of  the  Manhadoes.  He  was  in 
England  at  the  reiteration,  and  appeared  an  advocate  for  the  colony. 
Upon  his  return  to  New-England,  Icon  after,  he  was  chofen  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bolton.  In  1664  was  chofen  major-general,  and  in  1 665  an 

aftiftant.- 

*  John  Allin,  John  Higginfon,  John  Ward,  John  W  ilfon,  Ecmund 
Browne,  Samuel  Whiting  lenior,  Thomas  Cobbet,  John  Sherman, 
Samuel  Phillips,  Thomas  Shepard,  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel  Torrey, 
!Zechary  Symmes,  john  Brocke,  Edward  Bulkley,  Samuel  \v  biting 

^Unj°Mr.0John  Davenport,  Mr.  James  Allen,  and  the  ruling  elder 
Tames  Penn. 

Mr. 


- 
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Mr.  Davenport  for  leaving  his  church  at  New- Haven,  1671 
contrary  to  his  profeffed  principles,  and  againft  all  of  to 
them  for  communicating  parcels  only  of  letters  from  the  1673 
church  of  New-Haven  to  the  church  in  Bofton,  by  which 
artifice  the  church  was  deceived,  and  made  to  believe  the 
church  of  New-Haven  confented  to  his  difmillion,  when 
if  the  whole  had  been  read,  it  would  have  appeared  they 
did  not.  This  teftimony  was  fent  to  the  elders  the  day 
before  a  public  faft.  An  anfwer  was  given,  in  which  the 
elders  deny,  that  the  letters  concealed  would  have  been 
evidence  of  the  refufal  of  the  church  of  New-Haven  to 
confent  to  Mr.  Davenport’s  leaving  them  and  fettling  at 
Bofton  5  the  church  was  only  unwilling  to  make  his  dif- 
mifiion  their  immediate  aft.  Neither  the  church  of  New- 
Haven,  nor  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Bofton  can  be 
wholly  juftified.  There  does  not  feem  to  have  been  that 
fairnefs  and  fimplicity  in  their  proceedings  which  the  gof- 
pel  requires.  1  he  firft  church  refufed  the  invitation  of 
the  new  fociety  to  join  with  other  churches  in  ordaining 
their  officers,  &c.  The  minifters  and  members  of  churches 
in  the  colony  were  engaged,  l'ome  on  one  fide  and  fome 
on  the  other,  and  the  contentions  were  fharp  *;  at  length 
the  houfe  of  deputies  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  firft 
church,  and  having  at  their  feffion  in  May  1670  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  prevailing  evils 
which  had  procured  or  been  the  caufe  of  the  difpleafure 
of  God  againft  the  land,  they  reported  among  other 
caufes,  thefe  that  follow,  viz.  “  Declenfion  from  the 


^  Before  this,  viz.  in  July  i65q,  a  council  had  been  called  by  Mr. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  fearing,  as  he  fays  in  the  order,  “  a  bid¬ 
den  tumult,  fome  pei  foils  attempting  to  fet  up  an  ed  bee  for  public 
worflnp,  which  was  apprehended  by  authority  to  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  peace.  Mr,  Bellingham,  it  is  evident,  was  warmly  encaned 
againft  the  feceders,  but  the  council  thought  it  belt  not  to  mterpofe, 
and  it  any  perfon  had  offended  againft  the  laws  they  advifed  to  pro- 
ceed  againft  them  in  a  due  courfe  of  law.  They  judged  it  meet  to 
declare,  “  that  it  was  the  duty  of  thofe  who  were  about  to  eredia  new 
meeting-. houle  to  offeree  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  general  court  for 
regulating  prudential  affairs,  &c.  and  if  they  did  not,  they  fhculd 
have  no  countenance  of  authority  in  their  proceedings.” 

S  2  tc  pri- 
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1671  cc  primitive  foundation  work,  innovation  in  doftrine  and 
to  c<  worlhip,  opinion  and  pradice,  an  invafion  of  the 
1673  ct  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  churches,  an  ufurp- 
iC  ation  of  a  lordly  and  prelatical  power  over  God’s  he- 
cc  ritage,  a  fubverfion  of  gofpel  order,  and  all  this  with 
cc  a  dangerous  tendency  to  the  utter  devaluation  of  thefe 
“  churches,  turning  the  pleafant  gardens  of  Chrift  into 
<c  a  wildernefs,  and  the  inevitable  and  total  extirpation 
<c  of  the  principles  and  pillars  of  the  congregational 
“  way  ;  thefe  are  the  leaven,  the  corrupting  gangrene, 
<c  the  infeding  fpreading  plague,  the  provoking  image 
of  jealoufy  fet  up  before  the  Lord,  the  accurfed  thing 
which  hath  provoked  divine  wrath,  and  doth  further 
threaten  deftrudion.”  They  then  take  notice  of  the 
late  tranfadion  of  churches  and  elders  in  conftituting  the 
third  church  in  Bofton,  as  irregular,  illegal,  and  dif¬ 
ord  erly  *. 

Several  of  the  minifters,  at  the  next  fefiion  of  the 
general  court,  prefented  a  petition  or  addrefs,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  great  goodnefs  of  God  in  favouring  the  land 
for  fo  long  a  time  with  a  godly  and  able  magiftracy,  and 
defiring,  that  it  might  alfo  be  remembered  that  the  people 
were  led  forth  into  this  wildernefs  not  only  cc  by  the 
hands  of  Mofes,  but  alfo  of  Aaron,  viz.  that  reverend 
miniftry  which  had  tranfported  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
the  prefence  of  God  in  his  ordinances,  fettled  in  gofpel 
order.”  This  being  premifed,  they  folemnly  profeffed 
that  they  ftill  adhered  to  the  fafe  and  fober  principles  of 
the  congregational  way,  in  oppofition  to  feparation,  mo- 
rellian  or  anarchical  confufion  and  licentious  toleration. 
This  profeffion  they  made,  to  vindicate  their  integrity 
and  innocency  from  the  unjuft  charge  of  innovation  and 
loud  cry  of  apoftacy  laid  upon  the  generality  of  the  mi- 


*  Mr.  Flint,  the  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  in  his  diary,  vvhilft  this 
court  vvas  fitting,  has  this  obfervation  :  “  A  fpirit  of  oivifion,  perfe- 
cuting  arid  opprefling  God’s  miniiters  and  precious  faint',  is  the  fin 
“  which  is  unfeen  and  none  bears  witnefs  againft.  It  is  a  great  fin 
and  threatens  a  fword  of  divine  wrath.  God’s  feers  fear  it,  and 
<<  their  bowels  and  companions  arc  moved  at  it.” 

niftry, 
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niftry,  heightened  by  the  reports  of  the  committee  chofen  1671 
by  the  houfe  of  deputies  in  their  laft  ieftion,  and  the  votes  to 
of  the  major  part  of  the  houfe.  They  go  on  and  lay,  that  1 673 
“  this  charge  evidently  appears  to  be  the  tranfports  of  a 
party,  by  inftancing  the  bufinefs  of  the  third  church,  and 
fo  defignmg  to  hinder  the  confummation  of  that  work  of 
God,  in  the  peaceable  fettlement  thereof  in  adtual  and  full 
communion  with  other  churches,  and  by  mifreprefenting 
that  weighty  and  worthy  tranfadtion,  before  inquiry  had 
been  made  into  the  (late  of  the  cafe.  Thefe  things  were 
matters  of  great  grievance,  inafmuch  as  an  antiminifterial 
fpirit  had  thereby  been  ftrengthened  and  emboldened,  the 
hearts  and  hands  of  thofe  who  laboured  in  the  miniftry 
weakened,  the  fpirits  of  many  being  filled  with  groundless 
jealoufies  and  lufpicions  againft  the  miniftrations  of  the 
elders.  They  made  this  humble  reprefentation  in  hopes 
of  redrefs,  either  by  being  called  upon  publicly  to  vindi¬ 
cate  themfelves,  or  by  the  court’s  moving  for  a  general 
convention  of  churches  by  their  elders  and  meffengers, 
for  the  decifion  of  queftions  and  accommodation  of  dif¬ 
ferences,  or  by  fuch  other  means  and  meafures  as  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  court  fhould  feem  meet 

The  court  took  this  addrefs  into  their  immediate  con- 
fideration,  and  having  firfl  afiferted  their  own  authority, 
and  that  the  a6ts  of  the  court  were  not  liable  to  queftion 
by  any,  and  that  free  debates  were  the  indubitable  right 
of  the  court,  they  then  acknowledged,  that  in  an  hour  of 
temptation  fuch  afts  may  pafs  in  one  court,  as  may,  ac¬ 
cording  to  principles  of  religion,  prudence  and  ftate  inte- 
reft,  be  reviewed,  and  upon  mature  deliberation  be  rec¬ 
tified  in  another  *,  and  in  the  cafe  then  under  confidera- 
tion,  the  court  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  fe- 
veral  expreftions  in  the  votes  referred  to  in  the  petition 
appeared  exceptionable  ;  and,  that  the  court  might  re¬ 
move  all  juft  grounds  of  grievance  in  the  hearts  of  the  re- 

*  Signed  by  John  Allin,  Thomas  Cobbet,  William  Hubbard,  Sa* 
muel  Whiting,  Samuel  Whiting  junior,  J  ohn  Sherman,  Samuel  Phillips, 

Samuel  Torrey,  John  Ward,  John  Higginfon,  Thomas  Shepard,  An- 
dpas  Newman,  Edmund  Browne,  Thomas  Thacher,  Seaborn  Cotton. 

S  3  •  verend 


74  THE  HISTORY  OF 

67  x  yercnd  elders,  and  that  their  miniftry  might  not  be  made 
to  ineffectual  by  that  antijminifterial  fpirit  that  too  much  ran 
673  through  the  country,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  papers  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  cafe  fhould  be  accounted  ufelefs,  and  not 
be  improved  againft  the  reverend  elders,  as  having  been 
the  caufe  of  God’s  difpleafure  againft  the  country  ;  and 
whereas  many  had  taken  upon  them  to  publifh  the  fecrets 
of  the  court  in  that  cafe,  the  court  further  declared,  that 
they  knew  no  juft  caufe  of  thole  fcandalizing  reflections 
indefinitely  caft  upon  magiftrates,  elders  and  churches, 
either  in  reference  to  the  new  church  in  Bofton  or  other- 

n 

wife,  and  therefore,  until  they  were  further  informed, 
they  judged  them  to  be  innocent,  calumniated  and  milre- 
prelented.  The  court  then  profefs,  that  they  will  adhere 
to  the  primitive  ends  of  their  coming  over,  and  retain 
the  (ober  principles  of  the  congregational  way  and  the 
practice  of  their  churches,  cc  in  their  pureft  and  moft 
athletick  conftitution 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  relating  this  tranfac- 
tion,  becaufe  it  gives  us  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  con¬ 
nection  between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftica]  power,  the 
churches,  notwithftanding  their  claim  to  independency, 
being  1  iable  to  controul  as  oft  as  their  proceedings  were 
difapproved  by  the  civil  magistrate,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  magiftrates,  who  were  annually  eleCted,  being 
fometimes  liable  to  be  difplaced  by  the  influence  of  the 
clergy  in  elections,  when  their  proceedings  were  fuppofed 
to  bear  hard  upon  the  liberties  of  the  churches,  for  the 
fdergy  ftill  retained  a  re  at  proportion  of  the  weight  they 
had  at  the  beginning.  Indeed  parifhes  were  multiplied 
in  the  colony,  many  of  them  fmali,  and  in  new  settle¬ 
ments.  The  (upends  to  the  minifters  were  lefiened,  and, 
foon  after  this  time,  fome  of  them  complained,  as  many 
curates  do  in  England,  44  that  they  prophecied  in  fack- 

*  This  chano-e  of  fentiments  in  the  court  was  owing  to  the  change 
of  perfons  in  the  houfe  of  deputies,  there  being  of  fifty  members,  the 
pumberof  the  houfe  thi«  year,  twenty  only  who  were  of  the  hcufe  the 
year  before;  and  this  is  an  evidence  of  the  whole  colony’s  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  diiputu 
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cloth/*  Notwithfianding  this,  as  long  as  the  charter  1671 
continued,  their  influence  in  the  affairs  of  government  to 
continued,  as  we  (hall  have  further  occafion  to  obferve.  1673 

Th£  war  with  the  Indians,  commonly  called  Philip’s 
war,  endangered  the  very  being  of  the  colony,  and  it  was 
a  queftion  with  fome,  whether  the  Indians  would  not 
prevail  to  a  total  extirpation  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants. 

At  the  fir  ft  arrival  of  the  Englifh  the  Indians  were  treat¬ 
ed  with  kindnefs,  to  obtain  their  friendfhip  and  favour  5 
but  they  having  no  acquaintance  with  fire-arms,  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  grew  by  degrees  lefs  apprehenfive  of  danger,  finding 
by  means  of  corflets  or  armour,  that  they  were  not  much 
expofed  to  danger  from  bows  and  arrows  of  fo  Ample  con- 
ftrudion  as  tnofe  -of  the  Indians.  The  quarrels  which 
the  Indians  had  always  been  engaged  in  amongft  them- 
felves  were  a  further  fecurity  to  the  Englifh,  who  on  the 
one  hand  endeavoured  to  reftrain  them  from  an  open  war 
with  one  another,  and  on  the  other  to  keep  up  fo  much 
contention  as  to  prevent  a  combination,  and  to  make  an 
.appeal  to  the  Englifh,  as  umpires,  necdfary  from  time  to 
time.  The  Englifh,  before  their  arrival,  had  fuch  ideas 
of  the  fachems,  that  at  the  firft  meetings  refped  was 
fhewnthem,  in  fome  proportion  to  what  would  have  been 
required  by  the  Prince  of  a  petty  ftate  in  Europe*,  but 
the  bafe  fordid  minds  of  the  beft  of  them,  and  the  little 
authority  they  had  over  their  own  fubjeCts,  foon  rendered 
them  contemptible.  At  New-Plimouth,  the  governor  in 
the  firft  treaty  with  Mafiafoiet,  in  16 zo,  acquainted  him 
that  King  James  confidered  him  ashisgood  friend  and  ally. 

This  was  too  great  an  honour  for  Mafiafoiet,  he  was  con¬ 
tent  to  acknowledge  the  King  to  be  his  fovereign.  The 
next  year*  the  governor  caufed  the  petty  fac  hems  to  fign 
an  inftrument,  in  which  they  owned  themfelves  to  be  fub- 
je6t  to  King  James  *.  Subjeds,  was  a  word  of  which  they 

had 

*  “  Sept.  13.  A.  D.  1621.  Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that 
we  whole  names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  ourfelves  to  be 
the  loyal  fu.bj.edls  of  King  James,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France 

S  4  a$d 
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'  \ T  Preaie  ldea*  For  near  forty  *  years  together, 

o  they  were  under  no  great  concern,  or  of  no  long  continu¬ 
ity  3  jnce,  m  that  colony ,  from  the  neighbouring  Indians,  Maffa- 
Ima  oi  Ouhn  equin  always  courting  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Engiilh.  Auer  his  death  +  and  the  dearh  of  his  deleft  Ion 
am!uFa  or  Alexander,  Metacom  or  Philip  +  his  fecond 
ion,  a  man  of  great  Ipirit,  by  his  behaviour  raifedfufpicions 
of  adefign  againft  the  Engliih,  but,  appearing  before  the 
court  in  rh mouth  in  1662,  he  expreifed  his  defire  to  con¬ 
tinue  m  friendfhip,  and  promifed,  that  he  and  his  fucceflors 
would  always  remain  faithful  fubjedts  to  the  Kin»s  of 
England,  and  that  he  would  never  alienate  his  lands^  and 


and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  In  witnefs  whereof  and  ns 
folTowTth"lal  °f  tkC  fame>  We  haVC  fubfcribtd  oar  names  or  maiks  as 

Nattavvahunt 
Caunbatant 
Chickatawbut 


Ohquamehud 
Co  nwacomet 
Obbatinnua 


Quadaquina 

Hntt;imoiden 


A  pan  now, 


•  •  Alexander  eldeft  fon  of  Maffafoiet,  foon  after  his  father’s  death, 

a,b0at  ,(%f’  was  fnfpeded  of  plotting  with  the  Naraganrets  againft 
the  Engliih.  Mr.  Joiias  Window  with  eight  or  ten  ftout  men  arn  ul 
took  h.m  by  fu  1  prize  at  a  hunting  houle'about  fix  miles  diftant  from 
the  hngiiih  towns,  and  carried  him  to  the  governor.  Tnis  railed  his 
indignation  to  that  oegree  as  to  bring  a  fever  upon  him  which  put  an 

end  to  his  life  and  plots  together.  Philip  his  brother  a  voting  lad  fuc- 
ceeded  him.  AfV.  *  ° 

f  Maffafoiet  juft  before  his  death  when  he  was  treating  for  the  fale 
or  fome  of  his  iands  at  Swanfey,  infifted  upon  it  as  a  condition  that  the 
ffngofn  fhou  d  never  attempt  to  draw  off  any  of  his  people  from  their 
religion  to  chnftianity,  and  tvould  not  recede  until  he  fo..nd  the  treaty 
wouiu  break  off  if  he  Urged  it,  any  further.  Hubbard.  7 

t  In  1662,  when  Maifafoiet’s  two  fons  were  at  Plimouth,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  gave  them  their  Engliih  names.  The  Indians  in  general  were 
fond  of  having  name,  given  to  them.  Their  father  never  took  an  Ena- 
lull  name  l  hilip  was  charged  by  the  Englifti  with  being  not  onty 
haughty  but  perfidious  and  impious.  They  charged  him  with  oride 
and  ambition,  in  alpiring  to  the  lovereignty  of  a  country  which  he 
would  have  enjoyed  as  his  inheritance  if  they  had  not  prevented  :  with 
perfidy  in  breaking  promifes  made  whilft  under  rellraint  and  in  the 
power  of  thole  to  whom  they  were  made ;  and  with  impiety  in  refufing 
to  receive  his  religion  from  his  enemies.  0 


never 
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nev'er  make  war  with  any  other  Indians  without  the  privity 
and  allowance  of  the  government  of  New-Piimouth  *. 
The  Indians  within  the  Maffachufets  bounds,  were  not  un¬ 
der  one  general  fachem,  but  divided  into  fmaller  cantons. 
Thefe,  one  after  another,  were  brought  to  acknowledge 
their  iubjedion  to  the  Maffachufets  government,  particu¬ 
larly  in  1643,  when  danger  was  apprehended  from  the 
Naraganfets,  five  fachems  fubjedted  themfelves  by  the 
fame  inftrumentf.  Befides  rules  and  orders  which  they 
were  encouraged  to  make  for  their  own  government,  for 
any  offence  againft  the  Englifh  they  were  punifhed  by  the 
Englifh  laws,  and  fo  likewife  for  any  capital  or  heinous  of¬ 
fence  among  themfelves.  The  cafe  of  a  fquaw  convided 
of  adultery  was  referred  to  the  elders,  for  advice  whether 
fhe  fhoulci  die  or  not.  They  were  merciful  to  her,  and 
fhe  efcaped  with  afmart  whipping.  Notwithftanding  the 
laws  to  reftrain  all  perfons  from  felling  guns  or  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  the  Indians,  they  were  generally  furmfhed  with 
both,  and  were  become  good  markfmen. 

In  /670  the  Pokanoket  or  Philip’s  Indians  were  again 
fufpeded  by  their  frequent  affembling  together,  by  fixing 
up  their  guns,  grinding  their  hatchets,  and  other  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  by  infults  offered  to  the  Englifh  in  different 

*  However  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  this  was  a  reafonable  re- 
quifmon,  home  of  the  teims  of  it  were  plain  and  well  underftood. 

f  We  have  and  by  thefe  prefents  do,  voluntarily  and  without  any 
corftraint  or  pcrfuafion,  but  of  our  ovvn  free  motion,  put  ourfelves  our 
funjefts,  L-mds,  and  eftates  under  the  government  and  jurifdiaion  of 
t  e.Maiiachufets,  to  be  governed  and  protected  by  them  according  to 
t  len  juft  laws  2nd  orders  fo  far  as  we  fh all  be  made  capable  of  under- 
handing  them  ;  and  we  do  promife  for  curlelves  and  all  our  fubje&s 
and  all  our  softer  it  y,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  thefaid  government  and 
aiding  to  the  maintenance  thereof  to  our  beft  ability,  and  from  time 
to  time  to  give  ipeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt  or  evil  inten¬ 
tion  of  any,  of  which  we  (hall  know  or  hear  of  againft  the  fame,  and 
vve  do  p-omife  to  be  willing,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  inftrufted  in  the 
knowledge  and  worftnp  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  here¬ 
unto  put  our  hands  the  8th  of  the  firft  month  8643-4. 

Cutchamacke  Naihowanon  Woftamegon. 

Maikanomet  Squaw  Sachem 

places. 
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1671  places,  tobe  meditating  a  general  war.  The  Government 
to  of  Plimoutb,  in  March,  fent  meflengers  to  them  to  in S 

®  ^73  reafon  of  this  behaviour,  and  at  the  fame  time 

wrote  to  the  IVIaflacnuiets,  acquainting  them  therewith. 
The  governor  and  magiftrates,  always  averfe  to  an  open 
breacn,  immediately  oilpatched  their  own  meuen^ers^  to 
Taunton,  to  prevent  a  war  if  poffible,  which  Plimouth 
had  intimated  that  they  ftsould  be  obliged  to  begin,  if  they 
could  not  otherwife  bring  the  Indians  to  reafon.  They 
met  at  Paunton,  the  13th  ol  April,  w’here  the  gover¬ 
nor  f  and  two  other  of  Plimouth  gentlemen  J  met  with 
tnem,  and  whilft  they  were  in  conference  and  examining 
witnefles  concerning  the  beiiaviour  of  the  Indians,  the 
governor  received  a  meflage  from  Philip,  fignifying  that 
he  was  at  three  mile  river,  and  that  he  defired  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  come  up  thither  to  fpeak  with  him.  The  gover¬ 
nor  returned  anfwer§  that  he  was  at  Taunton  ready  for  a 
treaty,  and  expedited  Philip  to  come  to  him,  promifing 
fecurity.  Philip  refufed  to  move,  until  two  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  meflengers  ||  offered  to  remain  as  hoftages,  ?nd 
then  he  declined  coming  into  the  town,  and  reiblved  to 
go  ®n  as  far  as  the  mill,  with  all  his  men  in  arms,  de- 
flring  the  governor  to  come  to  him  there.  This  return 
was  made  to  the  governor,  with  further  intelligence  that 
Philip  was  on  the  march  with  all  his  men  in  arms,  and 
foon  after  he  appeared  at  the  mill,  placing  centinels 
round  a  hill  near  to  it,  but  fent  no  meff'age  into  the  town. 
Some  within  the  town  were  for  attacking  him,  but  the 
Maffachufets  commiflioners  were  afraid  of  the  event  and 
would  not  confent  to  it.  Ail  agreed,  that  the  governor 
Ihould  not  condefcend  to  go  out  to  him.  At  length  the 
Maflachufets  commiflioners  offered  to  go  cut  and  try  to 
perfuade  him  to  come  in.  At  firfl  he  was  unwilling,  and 
his  counfeliors  declared  he  fnould  not  20,  but  finally  he 
conlented,  provided  his  men  might  go  with  him,  they  to 

*  William  Davis,  William  Hudfon,  and  Thomas  Brattle. 

+  Mr.  Prince,  t  Mr.  Jolias  Window,  and  Conlbutt  Southworth. 

§  By  old  Roger  Williams  and  fome others, 

K  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Brown. 

///t  *  ^  be 
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be  on  one  fide  of  the  meeting-houfe,  and  the  Englifti  on  1671 
the  other.  Philip  denied  that  he  had  any  further  pur-  to 
pofe  in  bringing  his  men  together  and  arming  them,  than  1673 
to  defend  himfelf  from  any  attacks  which  might  be  made 
by  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  fome  of  whom  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  quarrels  with  fome  of  his  people;  but,  upon 
enquiry,  it  appeared,  that  he  was  on  better  terms  with 
the  Naraganfers  than  ever  before,  and  plentiful  evidence 
being  produced  of  his  preparations  both  of  ammunition 
and  provifions,  and  of  parties  of  his  men  being  deftined 
for  the  attack  of  Taunton,  Seaconk,  and  other  places, 
he  was  confounded  and  made  a  full  confeffion.  Such  im¬ 
provement  was  made  of  it  by  the  commiffioners  that 
they  required  of  him  fatisfaftion  for  pad  damages  and 
fecurity  againft  future  injuries.  The  firft  was  not  long 
infilled  on,  but  with  refpetft  to  the  latter,  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  deliver  up  what  Englifh  arms  he  then  had 
with  him,  being  about  70  guns,  and  to  promife  to  fend 
in  the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  A  writing  was  alfo 
drawn  up,  which  he  contented  to  fign,  acknowledging  his 
pad  breach  of  faith,  and  promifing  future  fidelity 

The  lofsof  fo  many  guns  mud  have  been  grievous  to 
Philip,  at  a  time  when  he  only  waited  a  good  opportunity 
pf  falling  upon  the  Englifh.  His  fubmitting  to  the  ac- 

know- 

*  “  Taunton,  12th  April  1671.  Whereas  my  father,  my  brother, 
ana  myfelf,  have  formerly  fubmitted  ourfelves,  our  country,  and  our 
people  unto  the  King’s  Majefty  of  England  and  colony  of  New  PI i- 
mouth,  by  folemn  covenant  under  our  hands,  but  I  having  of  late, 
through  my  indiferetion  and  the  naughtinefs  of  my  heart,  violated 
and  broken  this  my  covenant  with  my  friends,  by  taking  up  arms 
with  evil  intent  againft  them,  and  that  groundlefsly,  and  being 
now  deeply  fenfible  of  my  ujifahhfulnefs  and" folly,  defire  at  this  time 
folemnly  to  renew  my  covenant  with  my  ancient  friends  and  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  friends  above  mentioned,  and  do  defire  this  may  teftify  to  the 
world  againft  me,  if  ever  l  fliall  again  fail  in  my  faithfulnefs  towards 
them  (that  1  have  now  and  at  all  times  found  fo  kind  to  me)  or  any 
other  of  the  Englifti  colonies.  And  as  a  real  pledge  of  my  true  in¬ 
tention,  for  the  future  to  be  faithful  and  friendly,  I  do  freely  engage 
%o  re  fign  up  to  the  government  of  New-Plimouth  all  my  Englifh  arms, 
to  be  kept  by  them  for  their  fecurity/  fo  Jong  as  they  fhall  tee  reafon. 

For 
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1071  knowledgment  in  writing  was  of  no  confequence.  The 
to  Indians,  in  general,  will  ptonule  any  thing  nquired  of 
l^7i  fhem  to  remove  an  impending  danger,  or  to  procure  an 
immediate  benefit,  and  they  regard  fuch  piomifes  not  a 
minute  longer  than  it  is  for  their  advantage  to  do  it. 
When  Philip  was  at  liberty  he  thought  no  more  of  his 
engagements,  the  guns  were  not  brought  in,  and  he  him- 
fell  refufed  to  come  toPlimouth,  when  required.  Many 
ftrange  Indians  reforted  to  him.  On  the  23d  of  Auguft 
Mr.  Morton,  lecretary,  in  the  name  of  the  court  of  Pli- 
inouth,  wrote  to  the  Maffachufets  governor,  to  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  council,  acquainting  him  that  they  had 
fummoned  Philip  to  appear  on  the  13th  of  September, 
that,  if  he  did  not  do  it,  they  had  determined,  on  the  20th 
to  lend  out  forces  to  recuce  him  to  teafon,  unlefs  better 
reaion  fbould  feafonably  appear  to  them,  by  the  Maffa- 
chulets  advice,  to  prevent  it ;  that  it  was  a  common  caufe, 
and  they  fhould  well  accept  of  affiftance  ;  but  it  was 
plainly  intimated,  that  if -aid  fhould  be  refufed  they 
would  engage  alone.  Philip  happened  to  come  to  Bofton, 
with  his  counfellors,  the  fame  day  the  letter  was  received, 
ano  reprefented  his  caie  fo  favourably  to  the  governor 
and  council,  that,  in  their  anfwer  to  Plimouth,  they 
urged  that  government  to  refer  the  difference  between 
Philip  and  them  to  commiffioners  from  the  MafLchulets 
and  Connedicut*.  Plimouth  declined  this  propofal,  and 
infilled  on  Philip’s  appearance  at  the  time  propofed  +, 

but 


/ 


For  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand, 
together  with  the  reft  of  my  council. 


In  the  prefence  of 
Wm»  Davis 
Win.  Hudfon 
Tho.  Brattle, 


The  mark  of  Philip  chief  fachem  P 
The  mark  of  Tacaloe  V 
The  mark  of  Capt.  Wifpafh  T 
The  mark  of  Woukaponkanet  T 
The  mark  of  Nimrod  L . 


*  At  this  time  there  was  a  breach  in  the  union  between  the  colonies 
frem  fame  mifunderftanding^,  but  the  next  year  1672  it  was  healed,  and 
fome  alterations  made  in  the  articles. 

f  The  nature  of  Philip’s  fubjeftion  to  the  government  of  Plimouth 
was  enquired  into,  upon  this  occahon,  by  the  Mailachufets.  They 

fay 
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but  finally  the  Mafiachufets  declaring  that  there  did  not  1671 
appear  fufficient  grounds  for  commencing  hoftilities,  to 
Plimouth  confented  to  give  Philip  further  time  until  the  1673 
26th,  promifed  him  fafe  conduct,  and  'defired  com- 
miffioners  from  Maffachulets  and  Connecticut  to  be  pre- 
fent  and  give  advice.  Whilft  Philip  was  at  Button  he 
engaged  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  quarrel  with  Pli- 

fay  in  their  letter  of  the  3th  of  September,  “  We  do  not  underftand 
“  how  far  he  hath  fubjedled  himfelf  to  you,  but  the  treatment  you 
t(  have  given  him  and  proceedings  towards  him  do  not  render  him 
fuch  a  fubjedl,  as  that,  if  there  be  not  a  prefent  anfvvering  to  fum- 
“  mons,  there  fhould  prefently  be  a  proceeding  to  hoftilities ;  and  the 
ts  fword  once  drawn  and  dipped  in  blood  may  make  him  as  indepen- 
fi  dent  upon  you,  as  you  are  upon  him.”  Notwithftanding,  that  in 
the  treaties  from  time  to  time,  the  Indians  have  acknovvledged  them- 
felves  fubjecls  to  the  Kings  of  England,  yet  they  ftill  retained,  iu 
their  idea  of  fubjedlion,  a  degree  of  independency  which  Englifh  iub- 
jedls  have  no  pretence  to.  The  Six  Nations  go  no  farther  than  to  call 
the  great  King  their  father.  They  never  call  themfelves  fubjedts. 

When  Phiiip  was  at  Bofton,  in  1671,  and  the  letters,  which  had  been 
received  from  Plimouth,  were  read  to  him,  he  exprefted  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  governor  and  council  as  follows :  “  That  his  predecefiors  had 
“  been  friendly  with  Plimouth  governors,  and  an  engagement  of  that 
“  nature  was  made  by  his  father  and  renewed  by  his  brother,  and 
“  (when  he  took  the  government)  by  himfelf,  but  they  were  only 
(c  agreements,  for  amity  and  not  for  fubjedlion  any  further,  as  he  ap- 
“  prehends  ;  he  defired  to  fee  a  copy  of  the  engagement  they  fpeak 
“  of,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  Mafiachufets  would  procure  it 
e(  for  him.  He  knew  not  that  they  were  fubjedts.  Praying  Indians 
“  were  fubjedts  to  Mafiachufets  and  had  officers  and  magiftrates  ap- 
et  pointed,  they  had  no  fuch  thing  with  them,  and  therefore  were  not 
“  fubjedl.”  (Majfachufets  files.)  In  the  feveral  treaties  between  the 
Mafiachufets  and  the  Eaftern  Indians,  from  Sir  William  Phips’s  treaty 
in  1693  down  to  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  in  1749,  the  Indians  have 
always  acknowledged  fubjedlion  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  notwith- 
Handing  fuch  agreements,  they  have  remained  as  independent  of  the 
Mafiachufets  government  as  they  were  before  any  treaty  was  made 
with  them.  When  they  call  the  King  their  Sovereign,  perhaps  they 
have  no  other  idea  than  the  Six  Nations  have  when  they  call  him  Fa¬ 
ther.  It  is  indeed  at  this  day  of  no  other  importance  than  a  matter 
cf  meer  fpeculation,  the  eailern  Indians,  the  fubjedl  of  thele  treaties, 
if  the  remains  of  all  their  tribes  were  colledled  into  one,  not  deferving 
the  name  of  a  nation,  and  in  a  few  years  more  they  will  be  extindt. 

mouth, 
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1671  mouth,  until  he  had  firft  addrefied  himfelf  to  the  Maflk- 
to  chufers  for  advice  and  approbation. 

1673  The  mediators  met  at  Plimouth,  and  matters  feemed 
to  be  accommodated  ;  Philip  figned  to  iuch  articles  as  it 
was  thought  reafonable  he  fhould  do,  which  were  as  f  ol  lows : 

WE  Philip  and  my  council,  and  my  fubje&s,  do 
acknowledge  ourfelves  lubject  to  his  Majefty  the  King 

of  England  and  the  government  of  New-Plimouth,  and 
to  their  laws. 

66  2diy.  I  am  willing,  and  do  promife,  to  pay  unto  the 
government  of  Plimouth  one  hundred  pounds  in  fuch 
things  as  I  have,  but  I  would  intreat  the  favour  that  I 
might  have  three  years  to  pay  it  in,  forafmuch  as  I  can- 
not  do  it  at  prefent. 

3dly.  I  do  promife  to  fend  unto  the  governor,  or 
whom  he  (hall  appoint,  five  wolves  heads,  if  I  can  get 
them,  or  as  many  as  lean  procure,  until  they  comedo 
five  wolves  yearly. 

“  4-thly.  If  any  difference  fall  between  the  Englifh  and 
myfelfand  people,  then  I  do  promife  to  repair  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Plimouth,  to  redlify  the  difference  amongft  us. 

“  5^bly.  I  do  promife  not  to  make  war  with  any,  but 
with  the  governor’s  approbation  of  Plimouth. 

44  6thly.  I  promife  not  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  lands 
that  1  have  at  prefent,  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Plimouth, 

“  For  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes,  I  the  faid 
Sachem,  Philip  of  Pawkamauket,  do  hereby  bind  rnyfelf 
and  luch  of  my  council  as  are  prefent,  ourfelves,  our 
heirs,  our  fuccdfors,  faithfully.  In  witnefs  whereof  we 
have  hereunto  fubferibed  our  hands,  the  day  and  year 

The  mark  P  of  Philip  the 
Sachem  of  Pawkamauket 
The  mark  9.  of  Uncompan 
T  he  mark  [_  of  Wotokom 
The  mark  7  of  Samkana. 

The 


above  written  *. 

<c  In  the  pefence  of 
the  court  and  divers 
of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Maffachufets 
and  Connecticut.” 


*  There  is  no  date  to  the  printed  articles  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s  hiilory 
of  the  war. 

An 
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The  Englifh  have  been  charged,  by  fome  writers,  with  1671 
a6ls  of  injuftice  to  the  Indians,  which  have  provoked  to 
them  and  occafioned  the  frequent  wars.  There  have  1673 
been  many  inftances  of  abtifes  offered  to  particular  per- 
fons  among  the  Indians,  by  evil  minded  Englifhmen,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  lome  parts  of  the  province  which  have 
fufiered  moft  by  Indian  cruelties,  may  have  been  under 
too  ftrong  prejudices,  and,  by  this  means,  offenders, 
when  brought  upon  trial,  may  have  been  acquitted  by 
too  favourable  juries.  We  are  too  apt  to  confider  the 
Indians  as  a  race  of  beings  by  nature  inferior  to  us,  and 
born  to  fervitude.  Philip  was  a  man  of  high  fpirit,  and 
could  not  bear  to  fee  the  Englifh  of  New-Plimouth  ex¬ 
tending  their  fettlements  over  the  dominions  of  his  ances¬ 
tors  ;  and  although  his  father  had,  at  one  time  or  other, 
conveyed  to  them  all  that  they  were  poflfeffed  of,  yet  he 
had  fenfe  enough,  to  diftinguifh  a  free  voluntary  co¬ 
venant  from  one  made  under  a  fort  of  dureife,  and  he 
could  never  reft  until  he  brought  on  the  war  which  ended 
in  his  deftruflion.  Theeaftern  wars  have  beencaufed  by 
the  attachment  of  thofe  Indians  to  the  French,  who  have 
taken  all  opportunities  of  exciting  them  to  hoftilities 
againft  the  Englifh. 

From  1671  to  1674*  we  meet  with  no  tranfaftion  of  1674 
moment  relating  to  the  Indians,  but  it  is  affirmed  that  to 
-Phuip  was  all  this  time  ufing  meafures  to  engage  the  In-  1676 

dians 

p 

An  Englifhman  was  found  dead,  having  been  fhot  through  the 
body,  in  Dedham  woods,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1671  ;  an  In¬ 
dian,  the  fuppofed  murderer,  was  taken  and  imprifoned,  whether 

executed  or  not  I  do  not  find,  but  it  kept  the  colony  in  an  alarm  for 
fome  time. 

In  May  1672,  the  union  between  the  three  colonies,  being  re¬ 
newed  by  commiffioners,  was  ratified  by  the  general  court  at 
Bolton.  Bhey  were  to  meet  now  but  once  in  three  years,  unlefs  upon 
extraordinary  occafions.  The  proportion  of  men  for  any  general 
fervice  was  fettled  for  15  years  to  come  as  follows,  viz.  Maffachufets 
1Q.O,  1  limouth  30,  Connedlicut  6a. 

.  Ma>'  28th  1672  War  was  proclaimed  againft  the  Dutch  in  Bofton* 
in  confluence  of  the  King’s  declaration  of  war  publifhed  in  Eng¬ 
land.  ft  his  was  the  fir Xl  inftance  of  any  public  declaration  of  war 

in 


i 
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674dians  in  all  parts  of  New-England  to  unite  agalnft  the 
Engnfn.  The  Indians  about  Hadley  confefled  fuch  a  plot. 
The  Naraganfets  had  engaged  to  bring  four  thoufand 
rnen.  I  his  could  not  be  done  immediately.  The 
Englifli  were  upon  the  watch.  Some  fire-arms  had  been 
taken  from  the  Indians.  To  provide  fufficient  arms,  am¬ 
munition  and  provifions,  whilft  under  fufpicion,  was  a 
work  of  time.  They  did  not  expeft  to  be  prepared  before 
the  fpring  of  1 676,  but  Philip  precipitated  his  own  na¬ 
tion  and  his  allies  into  a  war,  before  they  were  prepared. 
This  was  evident  from  the  diftraftion  of  the  Indians  in  all 
parts  of  New-Kngland,  upon  the  firft  news  of  the  diftur- 


in  the  colony.  In  the  Dutch  wars,  in  the  time  of  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell,  and  in  the  former  war  after  the  relioration,  until 
forces  came  to  reduce  the  Manhados,  correfpondence  and  com¬ 
merce  continued  between  the  colonies,  notwithdandin'g  the  war  in 
Europe. 

March  21ft  1673,  the  caftle  at  the  entrance,  of  Bofton  harbour, 
being  of  timber,  was  burnt  down  by  accident.  A  new  fortrefs  of 
Hone  was  erefted,  faid  then  to  be  a  drong  work. 

In  Auguft  the  fame  year  advice  came  to  Bodon  that  the  Dutch,  af¬ 
ter  taking  feveral  fnips  at  Virginia,  had  pofieffed  themfelves  of  New- 
York,  whilft  Col.  Lovelace  the  governor  was  at  New-Haven,  and 
that  the  Dutch  force  was  bound  further  northward.  This  intelligence 
caufed  a  great  alarm  in  the  colony.  The  caflle  having  been  deftroy- 
ed  not  long  before,  Bodon  was  lefs  capable  of  defence.  The  bed 
preparations  were  made  which  could  be  made.  The  Dutch  fleet  re¬ 
turned  to  Europe. 

This  acquifition  was  accidental,  according  to  the  account  given  by 
the  Dutch  at  New-York.  Four  Hollanders  and  three  Zealanders 
met  off  Martinico,  one  fide  with  French  the  other  Englilh  colours, 
and  prepared  to  fight,  until  by  hoiking  their  proper  colours  they 
better  underdood  one  another.  They  then  joined  together  and 
agreed  upon  an  expedition  to  Virginia  and  New-York.  The  Dutch 
'Guinea  fleet  was  intended  for  the  fame  fervice,  but  thefe  other  fliips 
faved  them  the  trouble.  MS.  Account  of  a  meffage  from  Hartford  to 
Ne<w  York. 

A  colle&ion  was  made  in  1672  for  rebuilding  Harvard-college, 
amounting  to  1895 1.  2s.  pd.  The  town  of  Bofton  gathered 
Booh  of  which  100  1.  was  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  as  true  a 
gentleman,  fays  Do&or  Mather,  as  ever  fat  foot  on  the  American 
ftrand. 

\ 
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bance  from  Philip.  They  were  amazed,  not  knowing  1674 
which  way  to  turn,  fometimes  ready  to  declare  for  the 
Englifh,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  in  the  former  con- 
tefts  with  Philip,  at  other  times  inclining  to  join  with 
Philip^  as  firft  or  laft  molt  of  them  did  The  war  was 
hurried  on  by  a  piece  of  revenge,  which  Philip  caufed*  to 
be  taken  upon  John  Saufaman,  a  praying  Indian.  He  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  religion* 
was  fome  time  at  the  college,  and  afterwards  employed 
as  a  fchoolmafter  atNatick,  but,  upon  fome  mifdemeanor, 
fled  to  Philip,  who  made  him  his  fecretary  and  chief 
counfellor  and  confident.  After  remaining  fome  years 
with  Philip,  Mr.  Eliot  the  Indian  evangelift,  who  had  been 
his  fpiritual  father,  prevailed  with  him  to  return  to  the 
chriftian  Indians  at  Natick,  where  he  manifefted  public 
repentance  for  his  apoftafy  and  became  a  preacher,  and 
conformed  more  to  the  English  manners  than  any  other 
Indian.  In  the  year  1674,  Saufaman  upon  fomeoccafion 
went  to  Namafket,  (Middleborough)  where  he  fell  into 
company  with  fome  of  Philip’s  Indians,  and  with  Philip 
himfelf.  There,  he  difeovered,  by  feveral  circumftances, 
that  the  Indians  were  plotting  againft  the  Englifh.  He 
informed  the  governor  what  he  had  difeovered,  and  told 
him,  that  if  he  fhould  be  known  to  be  the  informer  it 
would  coft  him  his  life.  It  was  not  long  after  that  Saufa¬ 
man  was  met  by  three  or  four  Indians  upon  a  frozen  pond, 
they  knocked  him  down  and  put  him  under  the  ice,  leav¬ 
ing  his  gun  and  hat  upon  the  ice  to  make  the  world  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  accidentally  fell  in  and  was  drowned.  When 
the  body  was  found  and  taken  up,  the  wounds  appeared 
upon  his  head.  An,  Indian  happened  to  be  upon  an  hill 
at  a  diftance,  and  faw  the  murder  committed.  He  con¬ 
cealed  it  for  lbme  time,  but  at  length  difeovered  it.  The 
murderers  were  apprehended,  tried  upon  the  Indian’s  tes¬ 
timony  and  other  circumftances,  convided  and  executed, 
two  of  them  denying  the  fad  to  the  laft,  the  third,  when 
he  came  to  die,  confefling  he  was  a  fpedator  of  the  mur- 
oer  committed  by  the  other  two.  This  trial  was  at  Pli- 

T  mouth 
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i675mouth  in  June  1675  Philip*  enraged  to  fee  the  imme¬ 
diate  aftors  brought  to  punifhment  by  the  Englifa  laws, 
and  expecting  that  it  would  be  his  own  turn  next,  being 
confcious  that  the  murderers  were  employed  by  him,  took 
no  pains  to  exculpate  himfelf,  but  gathered  what  ftrangera 
he  could,  and,  together  with  his  own  men,  marched  them 
up  and  down  thecountry  in  arms.  TheEnglifhof  Plimouth 
ordered  a  military  watch  in  every  town,  but  took  no  other 
notice  of  the  Indians  behaviour,  hoping,  that  when  Philip 
faw  no  meafures  were  ufed  for  apprehending  him,  the 
threatened  ftorrn  would  blow  over,  as  it  had  done  feveral 
times  before.  But  the  Indians  coming  in  to  him  from  feve¬ 
ral  quarters,  gave  him  frefh  courage,  and  he  behaved  with 
infolence,  firft  threatening  the  Englifh  at  Swanzey,  then 
killing  fome  of  their  cattle,  and  at  length  rifling  their 
houfes  'f~.  An  Englilliman  was  fo  provoked,  that  he  fired 
upon  an  Indian  and  wounded  him  June  24th,  in  the 
morning;,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  was  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  the  hilt  of  his  lword  fhot 
off§.  The  fame  clay  in  the  afternoon,  being  a  faft,  as 
Swanzey  people  were  coming  from  publick  worfhip,  the 


*  Mr.  Window,-  governor  of  Plimouth,  writes  to  Mr.  Leveret* 
the  Maffachufets  governor,  July  4,  1675. — “  I  do  folemnly.  profefs. 
we  know  not  any  tiling,  from  us,  that  might  put  Philip  upon  thefe 
motions,  ' nor  have  heard  that  he  pretends  to  have  differed  any 
wrong  from  us,  fave  only,  that  we  had  killed  fome  Indians,  and 
intended  to  fend  for  himfelf  for  the  murder  of  John  Saufaman.. 
The  I  all  that  was  executed  this  week  ccnfeffed  that  he  faw  the  other 
two  do  the  murder.  Neither  had  we  any  thoughts  to  command 
him  in  about  it. n  This  allion  of  Philip,  in  procuring  the  death  of 
Saufaman,  has  always  been  pronounced  to  be  a  mole  heinous 
crime.  Philip  no  doubt  coniidered  him  as  a  traitor  and  renegade, 
who  had  juftly  forfeited  his  life.  rI  he  Indians  left  murderers  to 
the  revenge  of  relations  and  friends,  but  punifhed  traitors  by  pub- 
1  i  c  eYef  ntion . 


f  In  1671,  he  confefTed  that  he  intended  to  provoke  the  Englifh 
to  begin  with  him  fir  ft.  At  this  time,  a  whimfical  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  the  fide  which  did  the  firft  execution  would  finally  be 
conquered. 

I  This  is  Paid  to  be  the  firft  gun.  ( Hubbard.) 
i  Governor  Window's  letter  24th  of  June. 


V' 


Indians 


IMIIIIMI  w» 


M  ASSACHUSETS-BAY. 

Indians  attacked  them,  killed  one  and  wounded  others, i 
and  killed  two  men  who  were  going  for  a  furgeon,  befec 
a  hoLile,  in  another  part  of  the  town,  and  there  murdered 
fix  more.  I  he  Mafiachulets,  before  this,  had  determined 
to  raiie  ico  men  for  the  affiftance  of  Plimouth-,  bur,  before 
theY  marched,  it  was  thought  bell  to  lend  mcfiengers  to 
Pniiip  at  Mount  Piope  *,  to  divert  him  from  his  defign  if 
poffiule  ;  but  tne  mdlangers  feeing  fome  of  the  Swanzey 
men  lying  murdered  in  the  road,  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
go  any  furtner,  and  returned  as  fail  as  they  could  with 
tins  intelligence  to  Bofton.  On  the  26th,  a  foot  company 
under  Cap:.  Henchman,  and  a  troop  under  Capt.  Prentice, 
maraud  from  Bofton  towards  Mount  Piope,  and  were* 
overtaken  by  another  company  of  1 10  volunteers  under 
Capt.  Mofely  +,  and  all  arrived  at  Swanzey  the  28th,  where 
they  found  Plimouth  forces  under  Capt.  Cudworth.  They 
made  the  miniffei  s  houle,  iMr.  IVliIes ijj)  near  the  bridge, 
then  head-quarters,  About  a  dozen  of  the  troop  went 
immediately  over  the  bridge,  where  they  were  fired  upon 
from  out  of  the  bullies,  one  killed  and  one  wounded. 
This  adion  drew  the  body  of  the  Englifh  forces  after  the 
enemy,  whom  dsey  purfued  a  nine  or  two  until  they  took 
to  a  iwamp,  killing  about  half  a  dozen  of  them.  Philip 
thought  it  belt  to  quit  his  Ration  at  Mount  Piope.  A  day 
or  tv\o  aiter,  Major  Savage  §  being  arrived  with  more  forces 

^  ,  '  4 

Philip’s  chief  feat  of  government  was  at  P,fount  Hope  •  hut  he 
removed  to  other  places  for  hunting  and  filhing,  particularly  to 
Namaket  or  Middleborough  ;  and  he  had  a  hunting  houfe  in 
Taunton,  near  a  iwamp  or  pond  called  the  Fowl  in  p-  pond  which 
has  been  fince  let  oil  from  1'aunton,  and  with  other  lands  made  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Raynham.  In  1763,  a  jury  which  went  to 
view  fome  controverted  bounds,  were  fatisfied  that  they  had  dif- 
covered  the  ruins  of  Philip’s  houfe,  and  the  hearth  where  ht  ufed 

to  cook,  covered  over  with  eartii,  the  coals  remaining  intire  to  that 
time.  0 

f  Mofely  had  been  an  old  privatecrer  at  Jamaica,  probably  of 
iuen  as  were  called  bu cancers. 

X  I  his  was  the  Tlaptid  mmifter  mentioned  pao-e 

§  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley,  then  member  for  Roxbury,' afterwards 
governor  Ot  tne  province,  accompanied  him. 

i  2  frc.ts 
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1675^0111  Bofton,  and  a  general  command,  marched  into  the  In¬ 
dian  towns  *  which  they  found  deferted,with  marks  of  great 
liafte.  They  difcovered  Philip’s  wigwam  amongft  the 
reft.  They  met  with  none  of  the  enemy.  The  next 
day,  they  returned  to  their  head-quarters  at  Swanzey.  It 
is  not  my  defign  to  enter  into  every  minute  circum- 
ftance  of  the  war-f.  The  Maffachufets  government  fent 
Capt.  Hutchinfon  as  their  commiftioner  to  treat  with  the 
Naraganfets"|:.  It  was  thought  convenient  to  do  it  fword 

in 

*  They  pafTed  through  many  fields  of  corn.  Hubbard. 
f  A  letter  to  London  mentions  an  inflance  of  heroifm  in  a  maid 
fervant  of  one  Mr.  Minot  of  Dorchcfter.  She  was  left  at  home, 
upon  a  Lord’s  day  in  July,  when  an  Indian  came  t6  the  door,  and 
finding  it  fhut,  attempted  the  window.  When  die  perceived  it, 
fhe  hid  two  young  children  fire  had  with  her  under  two  brafs  kettles, 
and  ran  up  flairs  and  charged  a  mufket ;  but  the  Indian  was  quicker 
than  fhe  was,  and  fired  firfl,  and  miffed  her.  She  fired,  and  fhot 
him  in  the  fhoulder.  He  was  not  fo  difabled  as  to  give  over  his 
defign  ;  but  fhe  had  refolution  enough,  as  he  was  entering  the 
window,  to  clap  a  fliovel  full  of  live  coals  to  his  face,  which 
caufed  him  to  flee,  and  marked  him  fo,  that  he  was  known  when 
found  dead  in  the  woods  at  five  miles  diflance.  The  fame  letter 
takes  notice  of  Cornellis,  a  Dutchman,  under  fentence  of  death  for 
piracy,  but  pardoned  on  condition  of  enlifling.  “  He  purfued 
“  Philip  fo  hard,  that  he  got  his  cap,  and  now  wears  it.  The  ge- 
“  neral  finding  him  a  brave  man,  fent  him  with  a  command  of 
“  twelve  men  to  fcout,  with  orders  to  return  in  three  hours  on 

“  pain  of  death.  He  met  60  Indians  haling  their  canoes  afhore  : 

“  he  killed  13,  and  took  8  alive,  and  purfued  the  reft  as  far  as  he 
could  go  for  fwamps,  and,  on  his  return,  burnt  all  the  canoes. 

“  The  exploit  took  up  eight  hours.  A  council  of  war  was  called, 

“  and  Cornellis  was  again  fentenced  to  die  for  breach  of  orders, 
“  but  a  fecond  time  received  his  pardon  ;  and  a  lhort  time  after 
“  was  fent  out  on  the  like  defign,  and  brought  in  12  Indians  alive, 
“  and  two  fealps.” 

I  “  We  do  judge  that  it  will  be  of  ahfolute  neceflity  to  put  all 
the  Indians,  that  are  neighbouring  to  the  Englifh,  to  the  tell  of  their 
fidelity. — If  they  defire  our  friendfhip,  they  mull  not  harbour  or 
nourifh  any  that  are  our  declared  enemies  ;  but  in  cafe  that  Philip 
or  any  of  his  men,  women,  or  children  be  fled  to  them,  that  they 
forthwith  deliver  them  up,  and  alfo  that  they  fend  hofta-es  for  our 
fecurity,  and  do  join  with  us  in  the  purfuit  and  conqueft  of  their 
and  our  enemy  ;  this  we  judge  to  be  juft  and  equal,  as  well  as 

neceiTarv. 
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,J1  therefore  till  the  forces  marched  into  the  Nara-ifiy,- 

ganfet  country.  Connecticut,  afterwards,  fent  two  gen-  5 
tlemen  in  behalf  of  that  government,  and  on  the  15th  of 
July,  they  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  favoured  Philip  in  their  hearts,  and  waited  only 
a  convenient  opportunity  to  declare  openly  for  him  j  but, 
whilft  the  army  was  in  their  country,  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  terms  impoled  upon  them  *. 

As 

neccffary.  We  have  commiffioned  Capt.  Hutchinfon  to  repair  to 
Naraganfet  Indians,  who  will  bring  a  fmall  party  with  him  and 

will  have  a  view  to  the  forces  with  you  for  his  affi'ftance.”  General 
court  s  letter  to  Maj.  Sa-vagc.  July  4,  1675. 

Articles,  covenant,  and  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded 

;/id  bf^ee"  if  ji;  Th?mas  Ravage,  Capt.  Edward  Hutchinfon, 
r  ,  rr'  j0  ®u<iley>  m  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  Maf 
faenufets  colony  and  Major  Wait  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Richard 
Smith  in  behalf  of  Connedticut  colony,  on  the  one  narw  and 
Agamaug  Wampfh  alias  Corman,  Taitfon,  Tawaeefon  conn 
ftdors  and  attormes  to  Canonicus,  Ninigret,  MattatoaV,  old  Queen 
Quaiapen,  Quananfhit,  and  Pomham,  the  fix  prefenf  fachems  of 
tue  who  e  Naraganfet  country,  on  the  other  party,  referring  to 
feveral  differences  and  troubles  lately  arifen  between  them  ga„d 

ever'.aid  Mafiadlufets  and  their  focceffors  in  the  faid  government  ft 

t-  1  f  ’  T!'a.t,  al' . and  ev,ei7  the  faid  fachems  (hall  from  time  to 
of  the  pho  yr  MZC’  and  hVlng  °r  dead’  deliver  “"to  one  or  other 

&LlS£L*srzS  zz  ffKS  ST  ,Lhi,lp" 

s?rlsrf  ,h“ '“j-  “j 

ad.  That  they  fhall,  with  their  utmoft  ability,  ufe  all  afls  nf 
lity  agamft  the  faid  Philip  and  his  fubiefts  enterir,  1A1  ■.  f  ho£h' 

other  lands  of  the  Englifh,  to  kill  and  dellroy  the^id  enem’  ™  “n 

:^n*z;r: with  the  faid  enemy 

carefully ^fearch  agent5’  fllaI1 

any  of  their  fubiefts  from  the  R  I'n,  R  ?°°^S  w^at^°ever  taken  by 

and  fhall  make  full  fatisfaftion  fora'll  wrono^o'"  -f°rmerl>' or  lately* 
eftate  of  any  of  the  fubiefK  nf  tl  '  r  ?S  inJuries  done  to  the 

the  judgment  of  indifferlnt  men  1„  afeof  Sao'™!'"8  “ 
the  offenders  and  the  offended  part,,.  de  “S“"de 

J  3  41.  That 
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i6;/5  As  icon  as  the  treaty  was  finished,  the  forces  left  the 
Naraganfet  country,  and  came  to  Taunton  the  17th  in 
the  evening.  Hearing  that  Philip  v/as  in  a  fwamp  at  Po- 
caller,  the  Maffachufecs  and  Pl-mouth  forces  joined,  and 
anived  at  the  fwamp  the  1 8th,  which  they  refoluteiy 
entered.  They  found  about  one  hundred  wigwams  empty. 
The  enemy  had  defected  them,  and  retired  deeper  into  the 
fwamp.  The  Englifh  followed,  but  in  diforder,  which  was 
inevitable,  penetrating  a  thick  fwamp.  They  found  they 
were  in  Ganger  one  l\ om  another,  every  man  firing  at 
every  bufh  he  faw  (hake.  Night  coming  on,  it  was  de¬ 
cenary  to  retreat.  i  hey  loft  fifteen  men.  Plow  many 

they 

4th.  That  ai!  preparations  for  war,  or  acts  of  hoftility  again  it  any 
of  the  Englifh  fubjects,  fhali  for  ever  for  the  future  ceafef  together 
with  ail  manner  of  ti±ei ts-‘,  piiferings,  killing  of  cattle,  or  any  man* 
ner  or  breach  of  peace  whatfbever,  fhali  with  utmoit  care  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and,  indead  ther  of,  their  drength  to  be  ufed,  as  a  guard 
round  about  the  Naraganfet  country,  for  the  Englifh  inhabitants 
fafety  and  fecurity. 

5th.  In  token  of  the  aoovefhid  fachcms  reality,  in  this  treaty  and 
cone  When,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fever al  Englifh  governments 
and  fubjects,  they  do  freely  deliver  unto  the  abovefaid" Gentlemen, 
in  behalf  of  the  abovefaid  colonies,  John  Wojsequob,  Weowchin, 
Pevvkes,  Wenew,  four  of  their  near  kinfmen  and  choice  friends, 
to  be  and  remain  as  hoftages  in  ieveral  places  of  the  Englifh  jurif- 
didion,  at  the  appointment  of  the  honourable  governors  of  the 
abovefaid  colonies,  there  to  be  civilly  treated,  not  as  prisoners,  but 
otherwise  at  their  honours  diferetion,  until  the  abovefaid  articles 
are' fully  accompli fhed  to  the  fatis faction  of  the  feveral  governors, 
the  departure  of  any  of  them  in  the  mean  time  to  be  accounted  a 
breach  of  the  peace  of  thefe  prefent  articles. 

bth.  The  laid  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  governments  to  which 
they  do  belong,  do  engage  to  every  of  the  faid  fachems  and  their 
fubjeds,  that  if  they  or  any  of  them  fhali  feize  -and  bring  into 
either  of  the  abovefaid  Englifh  governments,  or  to  Mr.  Smith*,' inha¬ 
bitant  of  Naraganfet,  Philip  fachcm  alive,  he  or  th  y  fo  delivering 
ft  dl  receive  for  their  pains  forty  trucking  cloth  coats  ;  in  cafe 
they  bring  his  head,  they  fhali  have  twenty  like  good  coats  paid 
them  ;  for  every  living  fubjed  of  faid  Philip,  fo  delivered,  the  de¬ 
liver  or  (hall  receive  twp  coats,  and  for  every  head  one  coat,  as  a 
gratuity  for  their  fervice  herein,  making  it  appear  to  fatisfadion 
that  the  heads  or  perfons  are  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
tfctr;  are  of  their  flizure, 


1 


7th.  The 


1 


massachusets-bay. 


they  killed  of  the  enemy  is  uncertain.  It  was  an  unfuc- 1 6j$ 
cefsful  attempt  and  the  more  unfortunate  becaufe,  as  they 
were  afterwards  informed,  Philip  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that 
if  they  had  followed  him  half  an  hour  longer,  he  would 
have  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  men,  which  would  have 
put  an  end  to  the  war  f.  This  clifappointment  encouraged 
.  the  Indians,  in  other  parts  of  New-England,  to  follow 
Philip’s  example,  and  begin  their  hoftilities  againft  the 
Englifh.  Some  few  had  begun  before.  The  Nipnet  or 
Nipmuck  Indians  had  killed  four  or  five  people  at  Men- 
don,  in  the  Maffachufets  colony,  the  14th  of  July.  The 
governor  and  council,  in  hopes  of  reclaiming  theNipnets, 
fent  Capt.  Hutchinfon  with  20  horfemen  to  Quabaog 
(Brookfield)  near  which  place  there  was  to  be  a  great  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  thole  Indians.  The  Inhabitants  of  Quabaog 


7th.  The  faid  fachems  do  renew  and  confirm  unto  the  Englifh  in¬ 
habitants  or  others,  all  former  grants,  fales,  bargains,  or  convey¬ 
ances  of  lands,  meadow,  timber,  grafs,  Hones,  or  whatever  elfe 
the  Englifh  may  have  heretofore  bought,  or  quietly  poffeff  d  and 
enjoyed,  to  be  unto  them  and  their  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever,  as 
alfo  all  former  articles  made  with  the  confederate  colonies. 

Laftly.  The  faid  counfellors  and  attornies  do  premeditately,  fe- 
rioufly,  and  with  good  advice,  covenant,  conclude,  and  agree  all 
abovefaid  folemnly,  and  call  God  to  witnefs,  they  are  and  fhall  re¬ 
main  true  friends  to  the  Englifh  governments,  and  perform  the 
abovefaid  articles  punctually,  ufmg  their  utmoft  endeavour,  care, 
and  faithfulnefs  therein.  In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  fet  their 
hands  and  feals.  Petaquamfcot,  July  15,  1675. 

Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered  in  the  ,  .  , 

b  r  c  j  ,  1  awageEn  ms  mark 

prelence  or  us  under-written,  be-  0 

ing  carefully  interpreted  to  the  Taytfon  his  mark 

faid  Indians  before  fealing, 


Daniel  Henchman 
Thomas  Prentice 
Nicholas  Page 


C 
D 

Agamaug  his  mark  r 

Wampfh  alias  C’orman  V' 
his  mark 


jofeph  Stanton  interpreter 
Henry  Hawlaws 

Pecoq  Bukov/  •  * 

Job  Neff.” 

t  Mather’s  hiftory  of  the  war. 

A  letter  from  Bolton  to  London,  Nov.  10,  167$,  fays,  that  a  bro¬ 
ther  of  Philip’s,  a  privy-counfellor  and  chief  captain,  who  had  been 
educated  at  Harvard  college,  was  killed  in  this  fight. 

T  4  ~  had 


\ 
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i675had  been  deluded  with  the  promife  of  a  treaty,  at  a  place 
agreed  upon.,  the  2d  of  Auguft.  Some  of  the  principal  of 
them  accompanied  Capt.  Hutchinfon  thither.  Not  finding  % 
the  Indians  there,  they  rode  forward  four  or  five  miles, 
towards  the  Nipnets  chief  town.  When  they  came  to  a 
place  called  Meminimifiet,  a  narrow  pafiage  between  a 
fteep  hill  and  a  thick  fwamp,  they  were  ambufhed  by  two 
or  three  hundred  Indians,  who  fhot  down  eight  of  the 
company,  and  mortally  wounded  three  more,  Capt.  Hut¬ 
chinfon  *  being  one  of  the  number.  The  reft  efcaped 
through  a  by-path  to  Quabaog.  The  Indians  flocked  into 
the  town  ;  but  the  inhabitants  being  alarmed,  had  all  ga¬ 
thered  together  in  the  principal  houfe.  They  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  all  their  dwelling-houfes,  about  twenty, 
with  their  barns  and  outhoufes  burnt.  The  houfe,  where 
they  had  aflfembled,  was  then  furrounded,  and  a  variety 
of  attempts  made  to  fet  fire  to  it.  At  length,  the  Indians 
filled  a  cart  with  hemp  and  other  combuftible  matter, 
which  they  kindled,  and,  whilft  they  were  thrufting  it 
towards  the  houfe,  a  violent  fhower  of  rain  fell  fuddenly 
and  extinguifhed  the  fire  f .  Auguft  4th,  Major  Willard, 
who  had  been  fent  after  fome  other  Indians  weft  ward, 
heard  of  the  diftrefs  of  Brookfield,  when  he  was  about  4 

*  Capt.  Hutchinfon  was  carried  to  Quabaog,  and  afterwards  to 
Marlborough,  where  he  died  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

Capt.  Hutchinfon  had  a  very  conftderable  farm  thereabouts, 

“  and  had  occafton  to  employ  feveral  of  the  Nipmug  fachemks  men 
<e  in  tilling  and  ploughing  the  ground,  and  thereby  he  was  known 
“  by  face  to  many  of  them.  The  fachems  fent  word  they  would 
<c  fpeak  with  none  but  Capt.  Hutchinfon  himfclf,  and  appointed 
“  a  meeting  at  fuch  a  tree,  and  fuch  a  time. — The  guide  that 
ctf  conducted  him,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him,  through  the 
<c  woods,  brought  them  to  a  fwamp,  not  far  off  the  appointed 
Ci  place,  out  of  which  thofe  Indians  ran  all  at  once,  and  killed  16 
“  men,  and  wounded  feveral  others,  of  which  wounds  Capt.  Hut- 
chinfon  afterwards  died,  whofe  death  is  the  more  lamented  in 
“  that  his  mother  and  feveral  others  of  his  relations  died  by  the 
“  hands  of  the  Indians,  now  above  30  years  fince.”  Letter  to 
London ,  Nov.  IO,  1675. 

f  Hubbard.  Mr.  Mather  takes  no  notice  of  the  rain,  but  fays 
Willard  came  upon  the  Indians  and  prevented  the  execution. 
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or  5  miles  from  Lancafter, which  caufed  him,  with  48  men, 1675 
to  alter  his  courfe,  and  the  fame  night  he  reached  Brookfield, 
after  30  miles  march ;  and  though  the  Indian  fcouts  dif- 
covered  him,  and  fired  their  alarm  guns,  yet  the  mam 
body,  from  their  high  joy,  always  accompanied  with  a  hor¬ 
rid  noife,  heard  nothing  of  them.  Willard  joined  tne 
befieged  and  the  Indians  immediately  pouted  in  all  the 
jfhot  they  could,  but  without  execution,  and  then  quitted, 
the  fiege,  and  deftroyed  all  the  hones  and  cattle  they 
could  find  and  withdrew  to  their  dens.  They  were  not 
purfued,  being  much  fuperior  in  numbers.  T.  he  Englifh 
were  not  yet  ufed  to  fighting.  A  paity  lucewife  were  lent 
from  Springfield  to  the  relief  ol  Brookfield.  Finding  it 
effected,  they  returned,  meeting  none  of  theenemy.  Philip, 
and  his  people,  continued  in  the  lwamp  at  Focaiiet  until 
the  laft  of  July.  After  feveral  fkirmifhes  with  captain 
Church  and  other  parties,  they  efcaped  from  the  fwamp, 
notwithftanding  the  Maffachufecs  forces  kept  their  guards 
round  it,  and  went  awTay  to  the  weft  ward,  without  being 
very  clofely  purfued,  the  reafon  of  which  Mr.  Huboarci 
fays,  it  is 'better  to  fufpend  than  too  critically  to  inquire 
into.  The  5th  of  Auguft,  Philip  with  about  forty  men, 
befides  women  and  childen,  joined  the  Nipmuck  Indians  in 
a  fwamp  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Brookfield  "f .  J  he 

Indians 


*  Mr.  Mather  fays,  he  fet  upon  the  Indians,  and  caufed  them  to 
turn  their  backs. 

f  “  Upon  Friday  being  the  5th  of  this  inftant  (Auguft)  Philip  and 
his  company  came  to  us  at  this  fwamp,  lix  nines  fiom  tne  fwamp 
“  where  they  killed  our  men.  Philip  brought  with  him  about 
“  forty  men,  but  women  and  children  many  more,  the  number  I 
“  cannot  tell.  Philip’s  men  were,  about  30  of  them,  armed  with 
“  guns,  the  reft  had  bows  and  arrows.  He  obferved  there  were 
i(  about  ten  of  Philip’s  men  wounded.  Philip  was  conducted  to 
((  the  fwamp  by  two  Indians,  one  of  them  Caleb  of  1  atumafket, 
“  beyond  Mendon.  The  Indians  told  Philip,  at  his  ftrft  coming, 
“  what  they  had  done  to  the  Englifh  at  Quabaog  ;  then  he  pre-. 
“  fen  ted  and  gave  to  three  fagamores,  viz.  John  alias  Apequinafh, 
“  Qu  an  an  fit,  and  Mawtamps,  to  each  of  them  about  a  peck  of 
<c  unftrung  wampom,  which  they  accepted.  Philip,  as  I  under- 

ftood,  told  Quabaog  and  Nipmuck  Indians,  that  when  he  firft 

“  came 


>  1 


/  A 
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'5'Indians  upon  Connecticut  river  near  Hadley,  Hatfield,  and 
Deerfield,  began  their  hoftilities  about  the  fame  time,  as 

a"°  throfe|at  Pen,cook  and  other  places  upon  Merrimack 
river,  io  that,  before  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  whole  Mafia - 
chmets  colony  was  in  the  utmoft  terror.  Philip  having 
left  Plimouth,  and  the  Naraganfets  not  having  eno-aaed° 
that  colony  was  Jefs  affected .  There  were  feveral  (kir- 
mtmes  about  Hatfield,  viz.  at  Sugarloaf-hill,  at  Deerfield, 
and  Squakeag,  (Northfreld)  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  and 
beginning  of  September,  in  which  the  English,  upon  the 
whoie,  were  lofers.  September  the  iff,  Hadley  was  at- 
tacked  upon  a  fall  day,  while  the  people  were  at  church, 
which  broke  up  the  service,  and  obliged  them  to  fpend 
,  e  day  Jn  a  very  different  exercife  *.  The  commanders  in 
mat  part  of  the  country,  not  being  able  to  do  much  fervice 
by  lending  out  parties,  determined  to  garrifon  the  towns, 
and  to  colled  a  magazine  of  provifions  at  Hadley.  There 
being  about  3000  bufhels  of  corn  at  Deerfield  in  (lacks, 
Capt.  Lothrop  with  80  men  was  lent  to  guard  it  down  in 
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came  towards  the  Nipmuck  country,  and  left  his  own,  he  had 
in  his  company  about  250  men,  befides  women  and  children, 
in  cl  u  din  g  the  Squaw  fachem  and  her  company;  but  now  they 
haa  leit  him,  and  fome  of  them  were  killed,  and  he  was  reduced 

J°  -1? 6  u’  bcflde3  womcn  and  children.  I  heard  alfo  that  Philip 
ia:u,  if  the  Enghfli  had  charged  upon  him  and  his  people  at  the 
ivvarnp  in  his  own  country  one  or  two  days  more,  they  had  been 
all  taken,  ^ror  their  powder  was  almoft  fjpent ;  he  alfo  faid,  that 
if  the  Eng, ilh  had  purfued  him  clofely,  as  he  travelled  up  to  them 

,  mui7l  /nceds  have  been  taken.”  MS.  narrative  of  George,  a 
cm  f  tan  Indian,  taken  pr  if  oner  in  the  ambujhment  of  Capt.  Hut  chin- 
Jen,  CS>c.  f 

.  2.3dj  an  alarm  was  ™ade  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  about  ten 

in  the  nKirnnig,  1200  men  were  inarms  before  eleven,  and  all  dif- 
mined  before  twelve.  One  that  was  upon  guard  at  Mendon,  20 
nines  oit,  got  drunk  and  fired  Ids  gun,  the  noife  of  which  alarmed 

tue  next  neigheours,  and  foon  fpread  to  Boilon.”  Letter  to  Lon- 
don . 

“  October  7th  was  obferved^  as  a  folemn  fall  throughout  the  co- 
iQny  with  a  very  great  fhevv  of  outward  penitence,  and  no  queftion 
with  much  mward  affeftion  by  very  many  ;  the  governor  himfelf  be¬ 
ginning  tne  duty  of  the  day  with  a  mod  heavenly  prayer.”  Letter  to 
London,  *  P.  219. 


carts, 
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carts,  and  were  fet  upon  by  fever,  or  eight  hundred  Indians,  1675 
and  all  the  Englifli  hue  feven  or  eight  were  cut  off.  Capt. 
Lothrop  and  his  men  fought  bravely,  but  in  the  Indian 
manner,  betaking  themfelves  to  trees,  which,  in  fo  great  a 
diTproportion  of  numbers,  muff  be  inevitable  deftrudtion, 
for  many  of  the  leffer  party  mu  ft  be  unguarded  and  ex- 
pofed.  Capt.  Mofeley,  who  was  quartered  at  Deerfield, 
came  out  with  his  company  too  late  to  refeue  Lothrop  *, 
but,  keeping  his  men  together  in  a  body,  fought  the  whole 
number  of  Indians  for  fevcral  hours,  with  the  lofs  or  two 


men  only,  until  Major  Treat,  with  about  160  Mohegm 
Indians,  came  to  his  aid,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 
This  was  a  heavy  ftroke  to  the  county  of  Effex,  to  which 
molt  of  Capt.  Lothrop’ s  company,  being  young  men,  be¬ 
longed.  A  body  of  Indians,  who  had  a  fort  about  a  mile 
from  Springfield,  had  hitherto  profefied  great  friend  (nip 
to  the  Enalifh*,  but  Philip’s  Indians  prevailed  with  them 
to  join  in  a  plot  for  the  defl:  ruction  of  [he  town,  and  to 
receive  in  the  night  three  hundred  of  thofe  Indians  into 
the  fort.  It  was  difeovered  the  night  before  by  Pop,  a 
Windfor  Indian,  which,  although  it  faved  the  lives  of  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  yet  was  no  fecurity  for  their  dwellings, 
thirty  odd  houfes,  befides  barnes,  &c.  being  burnt  before 
forces  came  from  Weftfieid,  Lladley,  and  other  parts,  to 
repel  the  Indians  T  The  19th  of  October,  they  came,  with 

all 


*  They  burned  a  farm  houfe  of  Mr.  Pynchonhs,  and  another  of 
Mr.  Purchases,  the  latter  end  of  September ;  their  lois  was  eileemed 
at  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling  each.  Letter  to  London. 

The  Springfield  Indians  had  lived  in  fo  good  correfpondence  with 
the  Englilh  for  40  years,  that  more  dependance  was  placed  upon 
them  than  upon  any  other  Indians.  This  inllance  of  perfidy  feems 
to  have  increafed  the  jealouhes  and  fufpicions,  which  had  before 
begun,  of  the  Indians  round  Bofton,  viz.  Punkapog,  Natick,  &c. 
although  many  of  them  actually  went  out  with  the  Englilh  forces 
againlt  the  enemy. 

At  the  feffions  in  Ociober,  the  general  court  ordered,  “  that  no 
perfon  fhall  entertain,  own,  or  countenance  any  Indian,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  a  betrayer  of  this  government.”  (This  I  fuppofe 
was  capital.) 

<(  That 
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hl  AP  ,i  he  C°nneftlcut  and  Maffachufets  forces 
being  by  good  providence,  at  hand,  fo  as  to  prevent  anv 

great  lofs.  This  difcouraged  them  from  continuing  any 

rhe8W  m  th  rC  Parl  °f  the  country’  and  they  withdrew  to 
c  Naraganfets,  their  general  rendezvous.  Some  ftracr- 

g  ers  remained  until  the  end  of  November,  and  a  few 

that  nTohIndifnabe  fufered*  loVnT™  °f  ^  ^  °f  Boflon-  ^nd 
gtiard  of  two  muiketeers,  and  not  to  lodg^/toTn'^'’"'*'  WItf'OU£  3 

The  Natick  Indians,  and  mod  of  the  ni-W  T„,r  ,  , 

jeded  themfelves  to  the  Engiim  govern^nc  ^'  ^  W  °  had  fub- 
were  hurried  down  the  Deer  ifland^where  they  rem^nePa0leXCepred, 
They  complained  of  their  fufferings  the-e  All  Df  ru  d  T  Wlnter’ 
tnought  by  many  of  the  peopleAorthy’  of  del  k?  °i 
their  rage  did  not  carry  them  that  lervrfh  ^ ^  and  a]thoilgh 
without  the  authority  of  Government6  f  °  murrdei*  an^ 
done  the  Conefiogoe  Ind  aL  h  Sllan  a  ve't  ?h  ^  ^ 
to  have  prevailed  on  the  autholtV  to  uV/ ~  f*™  T™ 
ctherwife  they  would  have  done.  “  On  he°icth  o f 
at  mne  o’clock  at  night,  there  gathered  tolther  about  forfv'  ' 
fonie  o.  note,  and  came  to  the  houfe  of  Cant  fam  rnen* 

or  three  of  them  went  into  his  entry  to  define  to  f peak  wMIf™ 
which  was  to  defire  him  to  be  their  leader  and  ij  •  -h  ni* 

gether  and  go  and  break  open  the  prTfon  ’and  take  on°P  f  /°'n  ‘°' 
thence  and  hang;  him.  Cant  Oliver  v,  ,  e.  one  ^nc*ian  out 

his  cane  and  cudgelled  them  ftoutly,  and  fo'for  that" tinTd T  Til 
the  company,  which  had  he  but  in  the  lead  countenanced  t  t 

have  been  accompanied  with  ill  events  in  the  end  ”  ( Utter  to h" 
don)  In  a  fhort  time  after  the  fame  no  nr  i  a-  '  \Letter  to  Lon- 

died  proitlllng  hi,  C“ddra“d 

!  t 'Ste  irdr -  - r? 

■saw  js*--  s  nsr,  1 

isasr  ”“»• te  * 
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lurked  in  the  fwamps  all  winter,  doing  now  and  then  fomei  6jg 
mifchief,  enough  to  keep  the  inhabitants  upon  conftant 
watch  and  guard.  In  November  a  party  was  fent  out 
under  Capt.  Henchman  to  Haflanimifco,  (Grafton)  Men- 
don,  and  the  towns  thereabout.  They  returned  without 
any  remarkable  exploit. 

The  Naraganfets  *,  contrary  to  therr  engagements,  had 
received  and  comforted  Philip’s  Indians  and  others,  the 
enemies  of  the  Englilh.  It  was  not  doubted  that  fome  of 

that 

✓ 

*  Before  the  Naraganfet  expedition  articles  of  war  were  agreed 
rpon  by  the  general  court,  and  were  as  follows  : 

“  Laws  and  ordinances  of  war  palled  by  the  general  court  of  the 
Maffachufets,  for  the  better  regulating  their  forces,  and  keeping  their 
foldiers  to  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  profanenefs,  that  iniquity  may 
be  kept  out  of  the  land. 

1  ft.  Let  no  man  prefuir.e  to  blafpheme  the  holy  and  blelTed  trinity, 

God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Gholt,  upon  pain 
to  have  his  tongue  bored  with  a  hot  iron. 

2d.  Unlawful  oaths  and  execrations,  and  fcandalous  atts  in  dero¬ 
gation  of  God’s  honour,  fhall  be  puniihed  with  lofs  of  pay  and  other 
puniftiment  at  difcretion. 

3d.  All  thofe  who  often  and  wilfully  abfent  themfelves  from  the 
public  worfhip  of  God  and  prayers,  lhall  be  psoceeded  againft  at 
difcretion. 

4th.  Whofoever  lhall  be  convitled  to  do  his  duty  negligently  and 
carelelly,  lhall  be  puniihed  at  difcretion. 

5th.  No  perfon  lhall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  his  fuperior  officer, 
upon  pain  of  cafhiering  and  arbitrary  punilhment ;  not  to  ftrike  any 
fuch  upon  pain  of  death. 

6th.  No  commander  or  foldier  lhall  depart  from  his  charge  or  cap¬ 
tain  without  licence,  upon  pain  of  death. 

7th.  Every  private  foldier,  upon  pain  of  imprifonment,  lhall  keep 
filence  when  the  army  is  to  take  lodging,  or  when  it  is  marching, 
or  in  battle,  fo  as  the  officers  may  be  heard,  and  their  commands 
executed. 

8th.  No  man  lhall  refill,  draw,  lift,  offer  to  draw  or  lift  his  weapon 
againft  his  officer,  correcting  him  orderly  for  his  offence,  upon  pain 
of  death. 

9th.  No  man  lhall  refill  'the  provoll  marfhal,  or  any  other  officer, 
in  the  executing  his  office,  upon  pain  of  death. 

10th.  No  man  lhall  utter  any  words  of  (edition  or  mutiny,  upon 
pain  of  death. 

nth.  They  that  lhall  hear  mutinous  fpeeches,  and  not  acquaint 
their  commander  with  them,  lhall  be  puniihed  with  fome  grievous 
punilhment.  !  2th.  Drunkeu- 
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1675 that  nation  had  mixed  with  the  others  in  their  hoftilitie*. 
*  they  fhould  all  openly  engage  in  the  fpring,  there  would 
be  no  refilling  them  ;  fcattered  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  aH  the  forces  the  iH,nghfh  could  raife  would  not  be  a 
match  for  them.  One  company  of  foldiers  after  another  had 
walled  away  in  the  year  pall.  I  here  was  no  great  room 
to  hope  for  better  fuccefs  in  the  year  to  come.  The 
commiffioners  of  the  united  colonics  therefore  agreed,  to 
raue  one  thoufand  men,  and  to  march, in  thewinter,  into  the 
Isaragan'et  country,  i  he  MalTachufets  were  to  raife  527, 
the  other  two  colonies  the  remainder.  IVIr.WinQowb,  the 


,  12th*  Drunkennefs  in  an  officer  fhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of 

piace,  and  m  a  private  loot  foidier,  with  fuch  punilhment  as  a  court 
martial  mail  think  ft. 

13c,!.  Rapss,  raviffiments  and  unnatural  abufes,  and  adultery  fh all 

be  punifhed  with  death.  }) 

do  mi  cation  and  other  difiolute  lafeivioufnefs,  ffialt  be  punifli- 
cd  wica  cilcretion,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  offence. 

15th.  Theft  or  robbery,  fhall  be  puniflied  with  reftitution,  and 
otherwife  with  diferetion. 


loth.  Murder,  fhall  be  expiated  with  the  death  of  the  murderer. 
17th.  All  foldiers  coming  to  their  colours  to  watch  or  be  exerci  fed, 
or  to  lervice,  fhall  come  completely  armed  and  them  fixed,  upon  pain 
of  punilhment.  r  ^ 


1  8th.  If  any  (hall  negligently  lofe,  or  finfully  play  away  their  arms 
aL  dice  or  cards,  or  ctherwile,  they  fhall  be  kept  as  pioneers  or  fca- 
vengers,  till  they  furnifh  themfelves  with  as  good  arms. 

19th.  None  fhall  prc'ume  to  Ipod,  fell,  or  carry  away  any  ammu¬ 
nition  committed  unto  him,  upon  pain  of  death. 

20th.  No  foidier  fhall  outlfay  his  pafs,  without  a  certificate  of  the 
ccca fieri  unuei  the  nano  oi  a  magiilrate,  upon  pain  of  lofing  his  pay. 

By  grievous  punilhment  is  meant  difgracefully  cafhiering,  the  lira- 
pado,  or  riding  the  wooden  horfe  to  fetch  blood. 

Arbitrary  punilhment,  or  punilhment  at  diferetion,  is  meant  not  to 
extend  to  life  or  limb.” 


t  Mr.  Window  had  always  (hewn  great  readinefs  to  expofe  himfelf 
in  the  lervice.  ‘k  Some  reiolute  attempt  for  Phi  ip’s  lurprilal  mull  be 
put  in  execution.  Would  to  Nod  I  was  with  our  men,  fo  as  I  might 
not  in  the  mean  time  be  miffed  at  home.  I  ihould  hope,  by  the 
bleffing  or  God,  to  give  a  good  account  in  a  fhort  time.”  WinJlonjj 
to  Leveret,  July  26,  1671;.  “  My  perfon,  I  hear,  has  been  much 
threatened  — 1  have  about  20  men  at  my  houfe,  have  lent  away  my 
wife  and  children  to  Salem,  that  I  may  be  lefs  incumbered,  have 
Hankered  my  houfe,  and  refolve  to  maintain  it  as  long  as  a  man 
will  Hand  by  me.”  Id.  Juy  4. 


•v. 
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governor  of  Plimouth,  was  pitched  upon  for  the  general.  1675 
The  8th  of  December,  the  Mafifachufets  forces  marched 
from  Bolton,  and  were  loon  after  joined  by  Plimouth  men, 
Connecticut  men  joined  them,  the  1 8th,  at  Pettyquamfcot. 

The  evening  and  night  were  ftormy  and  the  men  had  no 
covering.  At  break  of  day,  the  1 9th,  they  marched  through 
the  fnow  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles,  until  one  o’clock  after¬ 
noon,  when  they  came  to  the  edge  of  the  fvvatnp  where 
the  enemy  lay.  They  had  met  with  an  Indian,  who  was 
difgufted  with  the  reft,  and  offered  himfelf  as  a  pilot.  The 
Indians  knew  of  the  armament  coming  again  fit  hem,  and 
had  fortified  themfelves  with  all  the  art  and  ftrength  they 
v/ere  capable  of.  The  English  fell  in,  fuddenly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly,  upon  this  feat  of  the  enemy,  and  neither  drew  up 
in  anv  order  of  battle,  nor  confulted  where  or  how  to 
stfiault.  Some  Indians  appearing  at  the  edge  of  the  fwamp, 
they  that  were  in  the  front  of  the  army,  in  the  march,  fired 
upon  them.  The  Indians  returned  the  fire  and  fied. 

The  whole  army  entered  the  fwamp,  following  the  Indians 
to  their  tortrefs,  which  was  upon  a  piece  of  upland  in  the 
midft  of  the  fwamp,  pallifadoed  all  round,  and  within  a 
hedge  of  near  a  rod  thick.  At  one  corner  only,  was  a 
gap  the  length  of  one  log,  where  the  breaftwork  was  not 
above  four  or  five  feet  high  ;  but  they  had  placed  a  block- 
houfe  Qver-againfl:  this  pafiage.  At  this  pafiage,  and  no 
where  elfe,  the  Englifh  mud  enter.  As  it  pleafed  God  to 
order  it,  they  fell  in  upon  that  part  of  the  fort  where  the 
pafiage  was.  The  captains  entered,  at  the  head  of  their 
companies.  The  two  firft,  Johnfon  and  Davenport,  were 
(hot  dead  at  the  entrance,  as  were  many  of  their  men. 

Four  other  captains,  Gardner,  Gallop,  Sidy,  and  Marfhal 
alfo  loft  their  lives.  As  foon  as  the  forces  were  entered, 
they  attacked  the  Indians  in  their  places  of  (belter,  who 
fought  desperately,  and  beat  the  Englifh  out  of  the  fort; 
but,  after  two  or  three  hours,  the  advantage  of  the  EneliPnt 
was  fuch,  that  they  began  to  fire  the  wigwams,  which  were 
five  or  fix  hundred,  and  in  nginy  of  them  the  Indian  wo¬ 
men  and  children  perilhed,  the  men  which  were  left  alive 
5  ‘  Bed 
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i6j into  a  cedar  fwamp  at  fome  fmall  diftance,  without 
any  neceffaries  of  life,  or  any  fhelcer  from  the  cold  and 
fforms,  except  the  boughs  of  trees,  T  he  day  being  near 
lpent,  the  Englifh  thought  it  high  time  to  retire  to  their 
quarters,  15  or  16  miles  diftant,  carrying  dead  as  well  as 
wounded  men  with  them.  Many  of  the  wounded  men 
perifhed,  by  being  expofed  to  this  long  march  in  a  cold 
night,  who  might  otherwife  have  been  faved.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  1  70  *.  Some  of 
the  enemy  confeflfed  they  loft  700  fighting  men  that  day, 
betides  300  more  who  died  of  their  wounds  and  the  hard¬ 
ship3  to  which,  they  were  expofed.  The  number  of  old 
men,  women  and  children,  which  perifhed  by  the  fire,  cold, 
and  famine,  they  could  not  tell  The  Indians  took 
pofieflion  of  the  fort,  the  next  day  The  Englifh  made 
no  further  attack  §.  They  were  leant  of  provifions,  the 

weather 


^  *  “  Happy  it  was  for  them  that  Capt.  Andrew  Belcher  (father  of 
the  late  governor  Belcher)  arrived  th,t  very  evening  at  Mr.  Smith's 
with  a  veffel  load  of  provifions,  otherwife  many  mull  have  pe¬ 
rifhed  for  want."  Church.  r 

1'  This  is  Mr.  Hubbard's  account.  Mr.  Mather  fuppofes  1000 
to  have  perifhed  in  the  whole  ;  that  of  the  Englifh  85  were  killed, 
and  145  wounded.  When  the  Naraganfet  Indians  came  to  the 
Quabaug  Indians,  and  gave  them  an  account  of  the  fight,  they 
faid  they  had  loft  but  40  fighting  men,  and  about  3 00 'old  men, 
women,  and  children  burnt  in  the  wigwams.  MS.  letter. 

X  Mather. 

§  The  following  letter  dated  Naraganfet  26th  nth  month  1675, 
which,  though  not  figned,  I  take  to  be  from  Major  Bradford  of  the 
Piimouth  forces,  has  never  been  publifhed.  It  is  lefs  favourable 
than  the  printed  accounts. 

“  After  a  tedious  march  in  a  bitter  cold  night  that  followed  Dec. 

1 2th,  we  hoped  our  pilot  would  have  led  us  to  Pomham  by  break 
of  day  ;  but,  fo  it  came  to  pafs,  we  were  milled,  and  fo  miffed  a  good 
opportunity.  Dec.  13th,  we  came  to  Mr.  Smith's,  and  that°day 
took  35  prifoners.  Dec.  14th,  our  general  went  out  with  horfe 
and  foot,  I  with  my  company  was  left  to  keep  garrifon.  I  font 
out  30  of  my  men  to  fcout  abroad,  who  killed  two  Indians,  and 
brought  in  4  prifoners,  one  of  which  was  beheaded.  Our  army 
came  home  at  night,  killed  7,  and  brought  in  9  more,  young  and 
old.  Dec.  15th,  came  in  John,  a  rogue,  with  pretence  of  peace, 
ind  was  difiniifed  with  this  errand,  that  we  might  fpeak  with 
.  Sachems. 
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Weather  being  extreme  cold,  delayed  the  veffels  which  had  167/: 
it  on  board.  Some  weeks  were  fpent  doing  nothin^,  ex¬ 
cept  that  fome  propofals  of  peace  were  made  on  bothfides 
which  came  to  nothing.  February  the  5th,  the  army  re¬ 
turned  to  Bofton.  There  was  a  remarkable  thaw  in  Ja¬ 
nuary,  which  melted  the  fnow  and  opened  the  earth,  fo 
rnat  the  Indians  could  come  at  the  ground-nuts,  which 
leems  to  have  been  all  their  provifions,  fome  from  among 

themfelves 


oachems.  Taut  evening,  he  not  beine-  pone  a  quarter  of  m  hour 
hu  company,  that  lay  hid  behind  a  hilf,  killed  two  Salem  men 

.  j‘n  a  ®ue  01  our  quarters,  and  wounded  a  third  that  he  is  dead 
Ai.u  at  a  houfe,  three  miles  off,  where  I  had  ten  nwn  thev  Hl'J 

“enTTo  feS“dM  ^?A  TV’  ^ Gardner 
mil-s  api  _°  ,  A;  MaJcr  Appleton’s  company,  that  kept  three 

!;™=V”w  Ad£  1“  fy 

l 'ai  l ,  r  k,"'d  4  “d  “*  «  prifonm.  Thi,  j,»' 

z  “  dE-  kTC  li  '"A"’’  r»  ™d  »“■  £ 

forces^  only  a  garrifon  left  ,?  ‘°  ^^quamfcot  with  all  our, 

thoufand,  'in  the  onen  field  V  ,n,ght  verX  fto™y,  we  lay,  one 
i9th,  Lord’"  day  af^ve  o’cloT  we^fd  ^  the  DeC‘ 

one  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  and  t  d  V  Bf^een, twelve  and 

We  loft,  that  are  now  dead  Tout  68  -  d  >drgt  T"  hours- 

of  which  are  recovered.  That  long  Lwy  co1d  TY 

11  miles  to  our  quartern  with  j  7  we  *lad  about 

left  8  dead  in  the  fort  We  1  nd  1  2I°  and  funded.  We 
the  Swamp,  befides  the  eight  we  leftTw  dea4.wj1®n  wecame  from 

as  foon  as  they  were  brought  in,  fo  that  Dec  ^oth  Tvel  "T  •and 
grave  34,  next  day  4  next d™  7  ™  -1  r  ‘  we  Runed  m  a 

at  Rhode-Ifland/  ”  at  Verna  uamS  "T  T  hexf-  EiSht  died 

killed,  Dec.  20,  as  we  heard  fome  rf  2  V  “  the  woods  a"d 
the  beft  intelligence  we  kUIe  fV  Tf  ^  tW°  more  died-  % 

took,  fay  3 50,  a°nj  aWe  oo  wtel^nfel.  "T .T"  ™ 

5°o  houfes,  left  but  o  burnt  aii  .v, '•  d  h  d  ,n-  We  burnt  above 
great  (lore.  One  LuJ  V  ,/  !V  •  ,°rn’  that  was  in  baskets, 
that  when  we  drew  off,  with  fo  m  irv  W  n0t  Je  for£otten>  viz. 

not  purfue  us,  which  the  ™  171  ttldT "TT  ^  did 
ehems  would  not  confent  ;  thrv  hn  i  1  \  lve  c Ione>  kut  tiie  fa- 

Our  general,  with  about  fo-t”  '  In ten  Pounds  °f  powder  left. 

aoout  forty,  foil  our  way,  and  wandered  till 

U  leyen 
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1  £>75  themfclves,  reporting  that  corn  was  fold  for  two  (hillings 
the  pint.  They  took  this  opportunity  to  leave  the  Nara- 
ganfet  country.  A  general  junction  of  the  Indians  was 
thereupon  expc&ed,  and  every  part  of  the  Engiifh  colo¬ 
nies  was  in  terror.  1  he  10th  of  February  feveral  hun¬ 
dred  of,  the  enemy  affaulted  Lancafter,  burnt  the  houfes, 

and 


{even  o’clock  in  the  morning,  before  we  came  to  our  quarters.  We 
thought  we  were  within  two  miles  of  the  enemy  again,  but  God 
kept  us  ;  to  him  be  the  glory  We  have  killed  now  and  then  one 
fince,  and  burnt  200  wigwams  more  ;  we  killed  nine  laft  Tuefday. 
We  fetch  in  their  corn  daily,  and  that  undoes  thelh.  This  is,  as 
near  as  1  can,  a  true  relation.  I  read  the  narrative  to  my  officers 
in  my  tent,  who  all  aflent  to-  the  truth  of  it.  Monhegins  and  Pe- 
quods  proved  very  falfe,  fired  into  the  air,  and  lent  word,  before 
they  came,  they  would  do  fo,  but  got  much  plunder,  guns  and 
kettles.  A  great  part  of  what  is  written  was  at  eked  by  Jofliua 
Teiie,  who  married  an  Indian  woman,  a  Wampanoag.  He  {hot  20 
times  at:  us  in  the  fwamp,  was  taken  at  Providence,  Jan.  14.,  brought 
to  us  the  16th,  executed  the  1 8th.  A  fad  wretch,  he  never  heard 
a  ferrnon  but  once  theie  14  years.  His  father,  going  to  recall  him, 

loft  his  head,  and  lies  un  buried.” 

«.  * 

This  beino-  fo  important  an  expedition,  I  will  add  another  letter, 
from  Mr.  Dudley,  afterwards  governor,  to  governor  Leveret. 


May  it  pleafe  your  honor, 


Mr.  Smith’s,  21,  10,  1675. 


The  coinin'.?  in  of  Connecticut  force  to  Petaquamfcot,  and  fur- 
pnfal  of  fix  "and  daughter  of  5  on  Friday  night,  Saturday  we 
marched  towards  petaquamfcot,  though  in  the  fnow,  and  in  con¬ 
junction,  about  midnight  or  later,  we  advanced;  Capt.  Mofely 
in  the  van,  after  him  Tvl  ail  a  chalets,  and  Piimouth  and  Connecticut 
in  the  rear ;  a  tediotls  march  in  the  fnow,  without  intermiffion, 
brought  us  about  two  or  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  entrance 
of  the  f.vamp,  by  the  help  of  Indian  Peter,  who  dealt  faithfully  with 
us  ;  our  men,  with  great  courage,  entered  the  fwamp  about  20 
rods;  wi  ;h  in  the  cedar  fwamp  we  found  fome  hundreds  of  wig- 
wains,  forte J.  m  with  a  bread wortc  a  id  liantcered.  an  d  many  fmall 
blockhouies  up  and  gowii,  rewind  about  ;  they  ent  M  tlL  inec^us  with 
a  fierce  fm  V.  and  many  thou  land  foot,  for  about  an  hour,  when' 
our  men  valia  tly  icaleu  t  e  fort,  beat  them  thence,  an-,:,  i  1  om  tne 
blockhouka .  in  which  action  we  loft  Capt.  Johnibn,  Capt.  Dan- 
f or th,  and  Cap":.  Gardiner,  and  me;  r  lictn-cnants  cuDdLc,  want. 

Marffiall  alfo  flain,  Capt.  Seely,  Capt.  Maibn,  difabled,  and  m  a  ay 

1  •  other 
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and  killed  and  captivated  40  perfons,  the  minifter’s  wife  1675 
and  children  among  the  reft,  he  himfelf  (Mr.  Rowlandfon)  ‘ 
being  abfent.  ,  Milchief  was  done  about  the  fame  time  at 
Marlborough,  Sudbury,  and  Chelmsford.  The  21ft  they 
fell  upon  Medfield,  where  there  were  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers,  and  yet  they  burned  half  the  town  down 

and 

/ 

ether  of  our  officers,  infomuch  that,  by  a  frelh  aflault  and  recruit 
or  powder  from  their  ftore,  the  Indians  fell  on  again,  rccarried, 
-dbeat  us  out  of,  the  lort,  but  by  the  great  refolution  and  courap-e 
or  the  General  and  Major,  we  reinforced,  and  very  hardly  entered 
■  the  tort  again,  and  fired  the  wigwams,  with  many  living  and  dead 
perlons  in  them,  great  pres  of  meal  and  heaps  of  corn,  the  around 
not_  admitting  burial  of  their  ftore,  were  confumed  ;  the  number  of 
tltetr  dead,  we  generally  fuppofe  the  enemy  loft  at  leaft  two  hundred, 
men  ;  Capt.  Mofely  counted  in  one  corner  of  the  fort  fixty-four 
“en>  Got  am  reckoned  150  at  leaft:  But,  O!  Sir,  mine 

heart  bleeds  to  give  your  honor  an  account  of  our  loft  men,  but 
especially  our  reiolute  Captains,  as  by  account  inclofed,  and  yet 
not  fo  many,  but  we  admire  there  remained  any  to  return,  a  cap¬ 
ture  woman,  well  known  to  Mr.  Smith,  informing  that  there  were 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men  engaging  us,  and  about  a  mile 


ciitant  a  thouland  m  referve,  to  whom,  if  God  had  fo  pleafed,  w 
iiaa  been  out  a  model,  after  fo  much  difablement :  foe  informeth, 
that  one  of  their  fagamo/es  was  flain,  and  their  powder  fpent’ 
cauung  their  retreat,  and  that  they  are  in  a  diftreffed  condition  for 
-cod  and  houles,  that  one  Jofhua  Tift,  an  Englifnman,  is  their  en- 
courager  ana  conductor.  Philip  was  feen  by  one,  credibly  inform¬ 
ing  us,  under  a  ftrong  guard.  After  our  wounds  dreffed,' we  drew 
up  tor  a  march,  not  able  to  abide  the  field  in  the  ftorm,  and  weary 
v-i.ju.  tv.-o  of  tiie  clod:,  obtained  our  quarters,  with  our  dead  and 
wounded,  only  the  General,  Minifters,  and  fome  other  perfons 
ot  tne  guard, ^  going  to  head  a  fmall  fwamp,  loft  our  wav,  and  re- 
i  uniea  again  to  tne  enemy’s  quarters,  a  wonder  we  were  not  a  prey 
o  mem,  and,  after  at  leaft  thirty  miles  marching  up  and  down, 
m  arming  recovered  our  quarters,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 


f,  “Ston;  our.dead  mounded  arc  about  two  hundred, 
oi.abiec!  as  many  ;  the  want  of  officers,  the  conf.deration  whereof 

*  Ir.G,en!ralt  C°TC  ■  t0  y°ar  ll0a0r’  f“Wds  any  adfon  at 
T *nu  we  fear  whether  Connectisut  will  comedy,  at  laft 

b  z  f© 
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t^/5and  killed  eighteen  of  the  inhabitants.  The  25th,  they 
burned  feven  or  eight  houfes  at  Weymouth.  This 
feems  to  be  their  neareft  approach  to  Bolton,  between 
fiiceen  and  twenty  miles  diftant ;  at  leaft  they  did  no 
mifchief  nearer.* 

1676  March  was  a  troublefome  month,  the  Indians 
attacking  North-Hampton  and  Springfield  upon  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  Groton,  Sudbury,  and  Marlborough,  in 
the  Maflachufets,  Warwick  and  Providence  in  Rhode- 
Ifiand  colony,  burning  their  houfes  and  barns,  and  dellroy- 
ing  the  cattle,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  They  killed 
alio  eleven  perfons  ot  one  family  in  Plimouth,  (Mr.  Clark’s) 
and  on  the  26th  of  March  Capt.  Pierce,  of  Scituate  in  that 
colony,  with  50  Engiifh,  and  20  Indians  of  Cape  Cod, 
being  drawn  into  an  ambufhment  by  a  fmall  number  of 
the  enemy,  found  rhemfelves  furrounded  by  a  great  body 
of  Indians,  who  killed  every  Englifhman  and  great  part  of 

to  any  action.  We  are  endeavouring,  bv  good  keeping  and  bil- 
letting  our  men  at  feveral  quarters,  and,  if  podible,  removal  of  our 
wounded  to  Rhode-Ifland,  to  recover  the  fpirit  of  our  foldiers, 
and  fhal!  be  diligent  to  find  and  underhand  the  removals  or 
other  aflion  of  the  enemy,  if  God  pleafe  to  give  us  advantage 
again!!  them. 

_  As  we  compleat  the  account  of  our  dead,  now  in  doing,  the  coun¬ 
cil  is  of  the  mind,  without  recruit  of  men,  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
engage  the  main  body.  I  am  Sir,  your  honor’s 

I  give  your  honor  hearty  thanks  humble  fervant, 

for  your  kind  lines,  of  which  humble  fervant, 

I  am  not  worthy.  Jofeph  Dudley.” 

Since  the  writing  of  thefe  lines,  the  General  and  Council  have 
jointly  concluded  to  abide  on  the  place,  notwithfianding  the  defire 
of  Connecticut,  only  entreat  that  a  fupply  of  200  may  be  fent  us, 
with  iupply  of  commanders;  and,  whereas  we  are  Grad  to  gar- 
nfcn  our  quarters  with  at  leak  one  hundred,  three  hundred  men, 
trpon  joint  account  of  the  colonies,  will  ferve,  and  no  lefs,  to  ef- 
feft  the  defign.  This  is  bworderof  the  council. 

O  J 

Pdunderbufies  and  hand  granadoes,  and  armour,  if  it  may  be, 
ttod  at  leaf!  two  armourers  to  amend  arms.” 

\ 

*  1  he  2?.d  of  February,  beinp*  a  faf!  day  with  the  firit  Church 
J r*  FcfGm  they  were  dilturbed  by  an  alarm,  from  a  report  that  the 
j i.dians  were  within  ten  miles  of  Bofton. 
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the  friend  Indians*.  The  28th  of  the  month,  they  burned  1676 

40  houfes,  befides  b,  r,is,  at  Rehoboth.  Where  Philip 
fpent  the  winter  was  never  certainly  known.  Some  con¬ 
jectured  that  he  went  to  the  Mohawks,  others  that  he 
went  to  Canada,  which  his  friends  faid  was  his  intention 

-/j  ’  He  knew  the  Premium  fet  upon  his  head, 
ciilguifed  and  concealed  himfelf,  fo  that  we  hear  but  little 
of  him  until  he  was  killedf.  His  a  fairs  were  now  at  the 
higheft  flow,  and  chafe  of  the  Englifh  never  at  fo  low  an 

cob.  But  prefently  after,  a  fudeien  turn  came  on.  The 

beginning  of  April,  the  Connedicut  men  under  George 
Denilon  of  Stomngron,  with  fome  friend  Indians,  killed 
?,  ^  Pnfoners  forty-four  of  the  enemy,  and  before 

ie  end  of  tne  naontn,  the  fame  commander,  with  fixty-fix 
Oiun.eers  Englifh,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  Pequod 
Indians,  took  and  flew  feventy-fix  more  of  the  enemv 
without  tne  lofs  of  one  man  in  either  of  thefe  exploit 
Between  thefe  two  fuccefsful  aftions,  happened  a  very 
unfortunate  one  for  the  Maflfachufets.  April  20.th,  news 
came  to  Bolton  of  >the  lofs  of  Capt.  Wadfworth  and  r0 
of  his  men,  going  to  relieve  Sudbury  attacked  by  the 
enemy  In  May  and  June,  the  enemy  appeared  in  various 

E  wa  J  ofC0l0nierS’  ^  CfeirVi§0rabat^  their diftrefles, 
for  want  of  proviflons  and  ammunition,  increaf  d  and  ar 

the  ame  ths  Mohawks  fe]l  upon  £’hein 

of  them.  E  was  commonly  faid,  that  Philip  fell  upon  a 
patty  o  Mohawks  and  killed  them,  and  reported  thafthev 

that  nation  in  the  war,  but  one  that  was  left  for 
dead  revived  and  efcaped  to  his  countrymen,  and  in¬ 
formed  that, -not  the  Englifh,  but  Philip  and  his  Indians 

“  ' Te  SLrtT’  WhJCh  br“8ht 

‘  Su'I‘y>  which.  Without  this  difeovery,  would 

4S  E”s“  f“8h' fo 

Mr.  Cotton,  of  PHmo^  *S  'j  ^MS;  letter  of 

aT^PSb^With  the  Hatil£y  S 

^  3  have 
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16j6  have  been  taken  of  thole  who  were  innocent.  The 
beginning  or  July,  the  Connecticut  forces  met  with  a  party 
of  Indians  in  the  Naraganfet  country,  purfued  them  into 
a  fwamp,  and  killed  and  took  eighty  of  them,  without  any 
lofs  except  one  or  two  friend  Indians,  and  in  their  march 
back  6o  more  of  the  enemy  fell  into  their  hands*.  The 
Mailachufets  and  Plimouth  men  in  ieveral  parts  of  the 
country,  were  like  wife  very  fuccefsful  from  rime  to  time, 
killing  and  taking  fmall  parties  of  Indians  fcattered  about 
the  country,  and  no  commander  was  more  fortunate  than 
Captain,  afterwards  Colonel,  Church,  of  Plimouth  colony. 
He  has  publifhed  an  account  of  his  exploits.  But  Philip 
was  the  object,  Upon  his  life  or  death  war  or  peace 
depended.  News  was  brought,  that,  alter  a  year’s  abience, 
he  had  returned  to  Mount-Hope,  his  old  quarters,  and 
that  great  numbers  of  Indians  were  flocking  to  him,  with 
intent  to  fall  upon  the  neighbouring  towns.  The  Mafia* 
chufets  and  Plimouth/  both,  ordered  their  forces  after 
Philip.  '  The  former  returned  to  Bofton,  having  miffed 
Philip,  but  they  killed  and  took  150  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  fo  reduced  that  they  were  continually  coming 
in  and  furrendering  themfelves  upon  promile  of  mercy. 
Two  hundred  in  one  week  came  in  to  Plimouth.  Philip 
fled  from  one  fwamp  to  another,  divers  times  very  nar¬ 
rowly  escaping,  lofing  one  chief  counfdlor  after  another  ; 
his  uncle  and  filler,  and  at  laft  his  wife  and  fon  were  taken 
prisoners.  Being  reduced  to  this  miferable  condition,  he 
was  killed  the  12th  of  Auguft,  as  he  was  flying  from  a 
party  under  Capt.  Church,  out  of  a  fwamp  near  Mount- 
Hope.  One  oi  his  own  men,  whom  he  had  offended,  and 
who  had  deferred  to  the  Engiifh,  (hot  him  through  the 

*  The  brave  actions  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  have  not  been 
enough  applauded.  Deniibn’s  name  ought  to  be  perpetuated.  The 
Naraganlet  fight  had  enraged  the  Indians  and  made  them  defperate, 
and  the  Engiifh  plantations,  after  that,  were  in  greater  terror  than 
before,  but  this  fuccefsful  hunting  them,  and  ferreting  them  out 
of  the'r  burrows,  funk  and  broke  their  fpirits,  and  feems  to  have 
determined  the  late  of  Engiifh  and  Indians,  which  until  then  was 
doubtful  and  uncertain. 

heart. 
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inftead  of  his  fcalp,  he  cut  off  his  right  hand,  1676 

d  a  remarkable  fear,  well  known  to  the  Ejnglifli, 

•  • 


heart.  Ii 

which  had  _ 

and  it  produced  a  handfome  penny,  many  having  thecu- 
riofity.  to  fee  it.  This  was  a  finiihing  ftroke,  the  parties 
of  Indians  that  remained  being  drove  from  one  hole  or 
fwamp  to  another,  fo  that  before  winter  they  were  all 
killed,  captivated,  or  forced  to  furrender  themieives,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  tew,  who  were  luopofed  to  have  tied  to  the 
French,  and  others,  to  nations  of  foreign  Indians.  The 
cruelties  which  had  been  exercifed  upon  the  Enghfh,  were 
urged  in  excufe  for  the  treatment  which  the  Indians  re* 
caved,  who  were  made  prifoners  orfurrendered  themfelves. 
In  all  thepromifes  of  mercy,  thole,  who  had  been  principal 
a  dors  in  any  murders  of  the  Englifh,  were  excepted,  and 
none  had  any  promife  made  of  any  thing  more  than 
their  lives.  A  great  many,  therefore,  of  the  chiefs  were 
executed  at  Bofton  and  Plimouth,  and  moft  of  the  reft 
were  fold,  and  (hipped  off  for  (laves  to  Bermudas  and 
other  parts.  Every  perfon,  almoft,  in  the  two  colonies, 
had  loft  a  relation  or  near  friend,  and  the  people  in  gene¬ 
ral  were  exafperated  *;  but  all  does  not  fufficiently  excufe 
this  great  feverity. 

The  fame  time  that  Philip  began  his  hoftilities  in 
Plimouth  colony,  the  Tarenteens,  or  Eaftern  Indians, 
were  infulting  the  Englifh  fettled  in  New  Harnpfhire  and 
the  Province  of  Main.  They  began  with  robbing  the 
Englifh,  as  they  paffed  in  their  boats  and  canoes,  and  plun¬ 
dering  their  houfes  of  liquors,  ammunition,  and  fuch  move¬ 
ables  as  they  could  eafrly  carry  off.  In  September  ( r  765)  ( 

*  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.-  Cotton,  23d  5  mo. 

1 677,  mentions  an  inftance  of  rage  againft  two  prifoners  of  the 
Eaftern  Indians,  then  at  Marblehead,  a  ftfhing  town  which  goes  be¬ 
yond  any  other  I  have  heard  of.  “  Sabbath  day  was  fe’nnight  the 
“  women  at  Marblehead,  as  they  came  out  of  the  meeting-houfe, 

“  fell  upon  two  Indians  that  were  brought  in  as  captives,  and  in 
“  a  tumultuous  way,  verv  barbaroufly  murdered  them.  Doubtlefs, 

<c  if  the  Indians  hear  of  it,  the  captives  among  them  will  be  ferved 
“  accordingly.”  The  Indians  had  murdered  fome  of  the  fiiherJnen 
in  the  Eaftern  harbours  of  the  province, 

U  4  tney 
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16/6 ^Ctrr  h°'f  f,  0ne  Wake,y.  a"  man,  in 

mad  bandft^™' f  '""O  h'1Swife’  and  four  children 
rhilrf  #  "  1  ^ren5  aRJ  -  arried  four  more  of  his  grand- 

k£rh-aWay  Ca?tlVeSJ-  TheV  thsn  feil  uP°n  Saco,  and 
kided  thirteen  men,  and  burned  the  houfes,  killed  fix  men 

laoufesW°Thn  *  31a?*Point  (Scarborough)  and  burned  20 

Mr  Phi  Jf:rnCXt  fdl  UP°"  Kittery>  and  billed  two  men. 

‘ .  /  d*  beotcnant  of  the  town,  with  20  Englifh,  went 

TT  r  °  ,'u7  tr|e  dead,  and  was  fee  upon  by  the  Indians. 

unrif  h  S  ‘C  fruVC  7  W‘Ch  ieVCn  °f  h'S  men  (the  reft  fly>nS) 

1  J~  and  hls  ^0n’  and  005  more,  were  killed.  The 
ocher  four  efcaped  to  the  garrifon.  They  then  came  to- 

briV  i,cataTJaJ  making  lpoil  upon  the  inhabitants  on  the 
branches  of  tnat  river,  viz.  at  Oylter  river.  Salmon-falls 

mSlf’i  ac'  burninS  the.ir  boufes  and  barns,  and  a 

d  killing  more  or  lefs  of  the  people  in  every  place,  to 
tae  number  of  about  fifty,  in  the  whole.  The  ftvern- 
ni'-nt  s  hands  were  full,  from  the  attempts  of  PhiTio  and 
its  accomplices,  and  during  the  hummer,  nothing  more  was 
done,  than  to  commit  the  care  of  the  Eaftern  plantations  to 
e  chief, officers  or  the  reipective  regiments,  codefend  them 
gainic  toe  enemy;  but  in  the  fall,  forces  were  drawn  from 
theother  counties,  in  order  to  have  marched  into  die 
Jiartern  country,  but  were  prevented  by  the  fe verity  of  the 
weather,  which  fat  in  fooner  than  ufual.  The  Indians 
in  thofe  parts,  at  the  fame  time,  fued  for  peace,  and  there 
was  a  good  pro fpe ft  of  its  being  fettled  5  but  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  Major  Waldron  to  effect  it  were  next  year  fruf- 
trated.  However,  during  the  winter,  and  the  next  fpring, 

an!‘  tne  g-eateft  part  of  the  fumtner,  thofe  plantations 
were  at  rdt. 

t  1  Ff  accounts  which  were  tranfmitted  to  England  of 
tne  di  if  re  fits  of  the  colony,  during  the  war,  although  they 
m  giii  excite  companion  in  the  breads  of  fome,  vet  they 
weie  improved,  by  others,  to  render  the  colony  more  ob¬ 
noxious,  A  fine  country,  it  was  faid,  was  in  danger  of 
being  loft  to  England,  by  the  penarioufaeS  of  thofe  who 


were 
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yv n  e  at  t tie  head  of  affairs,  in  not  raifing  monies  for  the  1676 
defence  of  it,  and  by  their  obftinacy  in  rtfufing  to  apply 
to  the  King  for  relief.  This  appears  as  welT  by  other 
letteis^  as  by  one  from  Lord  Angleley  to  IVir.  Leveret^ 

between 

“  London,  May  16,  1676. 

1  received  your  letter,  intimating  the  troubles  of  that  country, 
unexpectedly  brought  upon  you  by  the  Indians,  and  as  I  thank 
you  for  it,  fo  I  wifh  the  continuance  of  your  correfpondence  and 
lniOi  matrons',  as  often  as  cccafion  offers,  having  as  great  a  fyrn- 
pathy  as  any  for  ycur  Bufferings,  and  as  warm  inclinations,  both 
to  advife  and  aflift  you,  to  my  power,  againll  your  barbarous  and 
ungrateful  enemies.  But  when  I  have  faid  this  (as  the  bell  proof 
ol  it)  I  mull  chide  you  and  that  whole  people  of  New-England, 
tnat  (as  if  you  were  independent  of  our  mailer’s  crown,  needed 
not  .  is  projection,  or  hau  delerved  ill  of  him,  as  fome  have  not  been 
wanting  to  fuggeft  and  urge  teftimeny  thereof)  from  the  firft 
lictu-  of  God’s  llretching  out  his  hand  againll  you  to  this  time 
(though  we  have  lucceliive  and  frequent  tidings  (like  job’s  mef- 
e"Sys)  of  the  great  devaftations  and  fpoils  that  are  made  by  lire 
’  1  rr  jV°™  M?on  thofe  plantations,  which  God  hath  fo  fio-nally 
bieileu,  and  made  to  flounih  tiil  now)  you  have  not  yet  (as  cer 
tamJy  became  you)  made  your  addreffes  to  the  King’s  Maieily  or 
iome  oi  ms  minifters,  for  his  perufal,  that  he  might  be  authenti- 
caj  y  lniormea  00t]A  of  your  enemies  and  your  condition,  by  what 
means  you  are  brought  low,  and  what  are  the  moil  proper  and 
hopeful  remedies  for  your  recovery. 

I  can  write  but  by  guefs,  yet  it  is  not  altogether  groundlefsiy  re- 
pone..,  that  the  French  do  underhand  affift  and  fupply  your  enemies, 
that  you  are  divided  among  yourfelves,  that  you  have  not  ufed  or-' 
dir. ary  providence,  that  you  are  too  tenacious  of  what  is  neceiTarv 
for  your  preservation,  as  if  you  kept  your  goods  for  your  enemies'^ 
ana  wanted  hearts  to  make  ufe  of  them  yourfelves,  that  you  are 
poor  and  yet  proud.  This  was  not  the  fpirit  that  carried  you  into 
tnat  wildernefs  and  led  you  on  there  ever  ftnee,  building  and  plant¬ 
ing  1  or  your.elves  and  God.  But  thefe  calamities  may  come upon 
von  to  bring  you  to  your  firft  poll,  and  to  do  your  firll  works,  tho’ 

I  v/ouid  not  willingly  judge  you  therein. 

r  nja}\n0tJDe1  for  me  t0  a^vife  you  what  to  do,  till  better  in- 
b*\l  Majdly  hath  a  tender  and  compaffionate 

her  t  for  all  his  fubjefts  that  are  mduftrious  and  orderly,  and  hath 

Llc'e  H  e1C,U’  35  Wd!  as  °’  tn  he?P  his  colonies  in  diftrefs,  as 
,  ‘  1  have  experienced,  and  you  may,  m  good  time.  He  knows 

hjV>  a-al  Wlth  tne  hhcnch,  either  by  the  interpofition  of  their  own 

King, 


t 
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1 6^6  between  whomthere  was  a  friendly  correfpondence  kept 
up.  In  Cromwell’s  court  Mr.  Leveret  had  been,  perhaps, 
upon  a  level  with  Mr.  Annefly*.  There  Teems  to  have 
.  been  no  ground  for  the  charge  ;  neither  men  nor  money 
were  wanting  for  the  Ter  vice.  An  application  to  England,  for 


men,  was  necellary,  and  I  meet  with  no  papers  which  in¬ 
timate  that  there  was  any  thought  »f  it  in  any  pe.fons  hi 
the  colony.  Fighting  made  foldiers.  As  Toon  as  the  in« 
habitants  had  a  little  experience  of  the  Indian  way  of 
fighting,  they  became  a  match  for  them.  'An  addition 
to  their  numbers  they  did  not  want.  Be  that  as  ic  may,  this 
is  certain,  that  as  the  colony  was  at  nidi  fettled,  To  it  was 
now  preferved  from  ruin  without  any  charge  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  country.  Nay,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  mate¬ 
rials  I  have,  the  collections  made  in  the  colony,  after  the 
fire  of  London,  for  the  relief  of  the  fufFerers 'there,  and, 
upon  other  occafions,  for  the  relief  of  divers  of  the  plan¬ 
tations,  with  other  public  donations,  from  the  fir  ft  feccle- 
ment  until  the  charter  was  vacated,  will  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,  fhort  of  the  whole  fum  that  was  beftowed  upon 
the  colony,  from  abroad,  during  that  time. 

In  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war,  and  whilft 
the  authority  of  the  colony  was  contending  with  the 
natives  for  the  poiTeftion  of  the  foil,  complaints  were 

King,  or  by  authorizing  and  aflifting  you  to  right  your  (elves  againft 
them.  He  can  fend  fhips  or  men  to  help  you,  or  furniih  you  with 
ammunition,  as  the  cafe  requires,  or,  by  a  general  col¬ 
lection,  open  the  bowels  and  purfes  of  his  people  here  towards  you, 
where  there  are  many  that  mourn  for  your  diftrefs,  and  will  not  only 
be  intercelfors  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  to  God's  vicegerent  alfo, 
for  your  relief,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourlelves  and  failing  in 
that  dutiful  application  which  fubjefts  ought  to  make  to  their  iovc- 
reigns  in  fuch  cafe. 

If  thefe  hints  may  work  any  thouhgts  of  heart  in  you,  that  may 
produce  fpeedy  and  effectual  councils  for  your  re-eftablilhment,  I 
fhall  rejoice  that  I  have  been  your  remembrancer,  and  ihall  promote 
in  the  bell  manner  I  can  your  requefts  to  that  end,  being  to  you, 
and  the  good  people  of  that  colony,  an  affeffionate  friend  and 
hearty  well -wither, 

To  my  moil  efteemed  friend 

John  Lcverett,  Efq;  governor,  &c. 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Anglefey. 


Anglesey. 
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making  in  England,  which  ftruck  at  the  powers  of  1676 
government,  and  an  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was 
continued  from  time  to  time,  until  it  finally  i filled  in  a 
quo  warranto,  and  judgment  thereupon  againfl:  the  charter. 

In  the  fu miner  of  1676*.  Edward  Randolph  was  fent  to 
the  Mafiachufets  with  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  March  10th, 

1 6 75-6,  and  copies  of  the  petitions  and  complaints  of 
Mafon  and  Gorges  f,  The  King  commanded  that  agents 
fhould  be  fent  over,  to  appear  before  him  in  fix  months 
after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  fully  inftrufted  and  im- 
powered  to  anfwer.  The  governor  fummoned  a  fpecial 
court,  to  meet  the  9th  of  Auguft.  The  elders  which 
were  then  in  town  were  defired  to  attend,  and  to  confider 
of  this  queftion  propokd  to  them  by  the  court,  viz. 

44  Whether  the  moft  expedient  manner  of  making 
cc  anfwer  to  the  complaints  of  Mr,  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon, 

“  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  be,  by  fending 
44  agents  or  attornies  to  anfwer  the  fame,  or  to  anfwer  by 
■  4  writing  only  ?” 

They  foon  agreed  upon  the  following  anfwer. — — 

€C  It  feems  unto  us  the  mofi:  expedient  way  of  making  an- 
44  fwer  unto  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon, 

44  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  to  do  it  by  appoint- 
44  ment  of  agents,  to  appear  and  make  anfwer  for  us,  by 
“  way  of  information  at  this  tirrfe,  and  in  this  cafe,  pro- 
44  vided  they  be,  with  utmoft  care  and  caution,  qualified  as 
44  to  their  infirudtions,  by  and  according  to  which  they  may 
41  negotiate  that  affair,  with  lafety  unto  the  country,  and 
46  with  all  duty  and  loyalty  unto  his  Majefty,  in  the  pre- 
“  fervation  of  our  patent  liberties.3’  The  reafons  for 
their  opinion  were  fubjoined.  The  court  determined 

*  ^  the  fpring  of  the  year  1676,  the  Dutch  took  the  fort  at  Pe- 
nohfcot  from  the  French.  Some  velfels  from  Mew-England  went 
and  drove  oft  the  Dutch,  but  kept  no  pofTeffion. 

t  -fhe  letter  was  directed  “  To  the  governor  and  Magiftrates 
of  the  town  of  Bolton/’  Randolph  was,  befdes,  direfted  by  the 
Lords  committee  for  trade,  Sec.  to  enquire  into  the  Hate  of  the 
colony.  1  he  feveral  queries  and  his  anfwers  may  be  feen  in  the 
appendix. 
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77rrd;>nli  1°  Lh,S  adv,ce>  WiHiam  Stoughton*  and 

Tfcer  ti  h  Cyti  WCR  C,h0fjn  for  the  P^e.  Soon 
a  ter  thcu  arrival  m  England,  a  hearing  was  had  before 

tiie  Lords  of  the  committee  of  the  council,  upon  the 

pnncipal  points  of  their  agency,  the  claims  of  Gorges 

and  Mafon  in  both  which  they  were  unfuccefsful.  The 

province  of  Main  was  confirmed  to  Gorges  and  his  heirs] 

both  as  to  foil  and  government.  To  put  an  end  to  all  fu- 

rure  difputes,  as  well  as  to  gratify  many  of  the  inhabi- 

^nm°ut^at  Prov,nce»  J°hn  Ufher  was  employed  by  the 
alTachufets  to  purchafe  the  right  and  intereff  of  Gorges’s 

heirs  wh.ch  he  did  for  twelve  hundred  pounds  fterhng, 
and  affigned  it  over  to  the  governor  and  company.  This, 
m tread  of  conciliating  matters,  gave  further  offence  to 
the  crown  £  With  rdpect  to  Mafon’s  claim,  it  was  de¬ 
termined,  that  the  Maffachufets  had  a  right  to  three 
miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  to  follow  the  courfe 
o  the  river,  lo  far  as  it  extended,  and  that  the  expreffions 
m  the  charter  do  not  warrant  the  over-reaching  thofe 
bounds  by  imaginary  lines  or  bounds  §.  ° 

The 

*  Mr.  Stoughton  was  fecond  fon  of  Mr.  liras!  Stoughton,  on-  of 
tnc  fiiu  magistrates.  of  the  colony.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard 
college,  feme  years  a  preacher,  but  never  fettled  in  any  parilh 

A  fermon  or  his  at  the  election  is  in  print.  He  came  eirly  into 
the  magiflracy  (in  1671.)  y  10 

t  Mr .  BuJkley  was  foeaker  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  fon,  J  fun 

p°.e  oftnc  ceJebrated  minifter  of  Concord,  of  the  fame  name.  They 
failed  Oftober  30,  1676.  y 

tT  }■  fuPP°rsd  the7  acquired,  by  the  purchafe,  a  right  to 

ii  juiiiuidiop,  and  considered  themfelves,  in  their  corporate  ca- 
PaLli7>  Lords  proprietors  of  the  province  of  Main,  as  Lord  Bal- 

timorc  and  t  ie  ^fnns  do  of  Maryland  and  Pennfylvania.  It 
was  made  a  queftion  by  feme,  whether  the  right  of  iurifdi&ior 

P  f1?,  htua  °f  gorges,  was  fuch  an  intereft  as  could  legally 
f  fo.Id.or  devifed-  imec  the  incorporation  by  the  new  char- 

’  “'S  "°  fr  Tnfe<?uence  which  way  it  be  determined. 

§  X  he  Maffachufets  thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  his  late  Majefly  in  council,  fettling  the  boundary  lefs 
favorably  for  them  than  they  ever  expefted.  The  river  Merri’ 
mack,  which  runs  upon  a  Weftern  courfe  as  far  as  Dunftable 
afterwards  turns 'to  the  Northward.  It  is  not  certain,  that  at  the 

time 
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The  controverfy  between  the  Maflachufets  and  Mr.  167; 
Mafon  having  fubflfted  fo  many  years,  it  may  not  beamifs 
to  fet  his  ciaim  or  pretence  in  its  true  light.  A  copy 
ofagrant,  made  by  thecouncilofPlimouth,  toCapt.John  | 
Mafon,  of  all  the  lands  between  Naumkeak  and  Merri-  ■ 
mack,  dated  March  9th,  1621,  is  the  firft,  in  orderof  time, 
that  has  been  produced.  This  grant  was  laid  to  be  only 
fealed,  unwitnefied,  no  feifin  endcrfed,  nor  pofieffion  ever 
given  with  the  grant,  and  no  entry  upon  any  record. 

Another  copy  of  a  granr,  Auguft  10th  1622,  of  all 
the  lands  from  Merrimack  to  Sagadehoc,  which,  it  was 
laid,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  ligned,  fealed,  or  wit- 
nelltd,  by  any  order  of  the  council. 

Another  granr,  or  copy  ofagrant,  of  part  of  the  fame 
lands,  viz.  all  between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Fifcata- 
qua,  to  Captain  John  Mafon  alone,  dated  Nov.  7,  1629, 


time  of  the  grant  to  the  Maflachufets  colony,  in  1628,  this  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  courfe  was  known  to  the  grantors,  or  to  any  Euro- 
pean.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  years  after  our  ancef  ors  came 
over,  -evidence  was  taken  and  preferved,  that  this  river  retained  the 
iarne  name  among  the  natives  from  the  mouth  to  the  crotch, 
and  there  feemed  to  be  no  intention  in  1677,  that  Maffachufets 
nne  fhould  crofs  the  river.  However,  it  was  thought  an  equi¬ 
table  conftruftion  of  the  province  charter,  in  1738,  that  fo  far  as 
tne  river  kept  a  we  hern  courfe,  and  no  farther,  the  province  line 
mould  run  the  fame  courfe,  keeping  the  diflance  of  three  miles 
north  of  the  river,  but  after  that  to  run  due  well.  There  was 
befldes,  a  miilake  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  province  ;  for,  in- 
itead  of  running  as  far  as  the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfefthe 
reaA  intention  of  the  royal  determination)  it  Hops  feveral  miles 
ihort,  at  Patucket,  where  the  river  inclines  to  the  fouth.  Whereas 
if  the  line  ^  had  been  continued  to  the  bend,  and  then  crofledthe 
river,  or  if  the  due  well  line  had  begun  a  few  miles  fliort  of 
atucket,  in  either  cafe,  feveral  miles  in  breadth,  the  whole 
length  of  the  line  would  have  belonged  to  the  Maflachufets, 
which  now  falls  to  Wew-Hampfhire.  This,  mv  Lord  Wilmington, 
who  was  then  prendent  of  the  council,  aflured  me  in  the  year  174.1 
proceeded  from  a  mifapprehenflon  of  the  courfe  of  the  river  He 
md  not  conceive  that  at  Patucket  the  river  inclined  to  the  fouth 
wara,^  or  that  any  lofs  was  occafioned  to  the  Maflachufets.  The 
Aew  damp  (hire  agent  was  better  able  to  manage  the  controverfy 
than  the  agents  for  the  Maflachufets.  *  cri* 

Another 
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1677  Another  gtant  in  1635,  April  zzd,  of  all  the  lands 
between  Naumkeag  and  Pifcataqua  river*. 

In  all  this  confufion  of  grants,  or  copies  of  grams,  the 
greateft  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  that  of  November  7th,  1629. 
It  is  a  ftrange  thing  that  the  council  of  Plimouth,  unlels 
all  thofe  grants,  prior  to  the  Maffachufets  grant,  had  been 
either  deemed  imperfeft  and  invalid  from  the  beginning 
or  elfe  refigned  and  thrown  up,  (hould  grant  the  fame  lands 
to  the  Maffachufets,  Mason  and  Gorges  both  being 
members,  and  the  moil  active  members  of  the  council. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  a  grant  of  ail  the  lands  be¬ 
tween  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua  to  Mafon  in  1629,  when 
three  miles  between  thole  two  rivers  had  been  granted  the 
year  before  to  the  Maffachufets.  The  grants  which  were 
made,  or  pretended  to  be  made,  in  1635,  were  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  fecure 
fome  part  of  the  dying  intereft  to  themfelves  and  pofterity, 
in  which  they  all  failed  f . 


*  Douglals  fays,  v.  2.  p.  26.  That  Mafon  in  1635,  and  Gorge? 
in  1639,  obtained  royal  patents,  with  powers  of  jurifdi&ion  ;  but 
Douglafs  was  under  a  Miilake  as  to  Maion.  About  that  time,  ay 
has  been  bexore  obferved,  it  was  intended  a  general  governor 
fhould  be  fent  over,  and  Mafon  was  appointed,  and  received  a 
commiffion  as  governoi;  over  that  part  of  the  continent  from  Naum¬ 
keag  to  Pifcataqua,  but  fubjeft  to  the  general  governor.  The 
defign  of  a  general  governor  was  laid  aiide,  and  we  hear  no  more 
of  the  commilTion  to  Mafon,  which  he  never  came  to  America  to 
publilh.  Ancient  MS. 

f  A11  addon  was  brought  in  Feb.  1682,  at  Portfmouth,  again# 
one  Wad  ley  of  Exeter,  in  which  this  grant  of  1635  was  princi¬ 
pally  relied  on,  and  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  fecretary  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  one  Mr.  Reynes  made  oath,  that  they  had  compar  d 
the  copy  v/itli  the  original,  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  either 
figned,  fealed,  or  witneiTed.  1  he  lands  in  queftion  had  been  many 
years  occupied,  and  the  plaintiff  failed  in  his  fuit.  It  was  cfb- 
ferved,  on  the  trial,  that  the  council  of  Plimouth  was  to  confi#  of 
forty  perfons,  who  had  power  of  granting  lands  in  New- England, 
provided  it  was  done  by  the  major  part  of  them,  or  the  major  part 
of  a  lawlul  aiTembly  of  the  faid  council,  and  under  their  C3m- 
mon  feal.  Nothing  of  this  app  ared.  The  original  grant  could 
not  be  found  in  1691,  when  Allen  entered  a  caveat  again#  the 
Maffachufets  charter*  He  pretended  it  was  in  New-England. 
Hui  hard  MS. 

Sijl 
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Sir  William  Jones,  the  attorney  general,  gave  his  167^ 
opinion  upon  the  whole  cafe,  which  was  tranfmitted  to  ' 
ihe  Maffachufets,  and  is  as  follows. 

“  T  HE  cafe  of  the  governor  and  company  of  Maffachufets 
Bay,  in  New-Eng!and,  in  America. 

?d  Nov,  1  4  Jac.  i  ne  whole  tradf  of  New-Engiand 
^  7^  granted  to^o  peiions,  X^ords  and  others,  by  the  name 
of  the  council  of  New-Eng!and,  eftabJiflred  at  Plimouth, 
whereby  power  is  given  them  to  fet  out  lands  and  heredi¬ 
taments  to  adventurers  and  planters,  as  fhould,  by  a  colu¬ 
mn  (lion,  of  Purvey,  ano  ciiftnbntion  executed,  be  named. 

I9lVJar-  1628.  Ihe  laid  council  grant  the  Maffa¬ 
chufets  colony  to  Rofwell  and  others. 

4  Mai .  4  Ca. .  1.  The  grant  to  Rofwell,  See,  was, 
ry  letters  patent,  confirmed  to  the  laid  proprietors  and 
others,  their  aiTociates,  who  were  then  incorporated,  with 
power  of  government  granted  to  them,  and  of  making 

Jaws,  not  repugnant- to  the  laws  of  England.  ° 

1  Hi  company,  in  purfuance  of  this  grant  of  the 
council  of  Plimouth  and  charter  from  the  Kino-,  tranloorc 

,  •  1,  *  ■  •  , '  .  r  '  -1t!,t  upon  the  Paid  lands, 

distributing  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  freely  toadven- 

mreiS  and  planters,  without  any  rent  referved  to  the  com¬ 
pany  ; .  yet  to  that,  where  the  faid  lands  were  poffeffcd  by 
the  natives,  the  planters  did  aifo  purchafe  from  them. 

May  1657.  ft  is  enacted  by  the  laws  of  the  place, 
any  Perlon>  w-)0  Itad,  by  himfelf,  his  grantees  or 

amgns,  before  the  law  about  inheritance  4  Odo.  16^2 

poffeffed  and  occupied,  as  his  or  their  proper  right  in  fee 
limp,e,  any  houks  or  lands  there,  and  fhould  fo  continue 
W.tnout  disturbance,  left,  fuits,  or  denial,  legally  made  by 
having  the  Claims  of  any  perfon  thereto  entered  with  the 

recorder  cf  the  county,  and  fuch  claim  prorecuted  toeffeft 

w:ra:n  5  years  next  after  the  20th  of  tiiat  prefent  May 
io57,  every  Inch  proprietor,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  fh ail 

f°vC  mn3  f1"  enj°7  t]hefame’  without  any  lawful  Jett, 
cn,  dmurbance,  or  denial,  by  any  other  claim  of  any 

(e:.cn  or  penons  wftatloeVer,  any  law  or  cuftom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 
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r>'0  claims  made  of  the  lands  in  queftion,  within  chtf 

1  iroe  ,3  an  tea. 

In  l6i5>  the  patent  of  3d  Nov,  14  Jac.  furrendered 

'  “  Mr.  Malon’s  title. 

‘‘2  Mar.  1621.  Mr.  Mafon,  by  grant  from  the  council 
at  1 1 1  mouth,  under  their  common  feal,  to  his  anceffor  John 
iV.aton,  claims  fome  ten  towns  within  the  MaflTachufets 
bounds  of  their  patent,  to  be  called  Mariana,  to  hold  to 
binj  anc.  his  heirs,  in  fee  and  common  focage,  &c.  fubject 
to  tne  exceptions  in  the  grant  to  the  grand  council,  yield¬ 
ing  a  nftn  part  of  all  ore  found  to  his  Majefty,  and  another 

un  put  to  the  council,  with  a  letter  of  attorney  to  the 
clue,  officer  there  for  the  time  being,  for  delivery  of  pof- 
uuon  and  feifin  to  the  grantee  Mafon,  or  his  attorney. 

Note,  the  grant  only  fealed  with  the  council  feal 

unwitneffed,  no  feifin  endorfed,  nor  pofleffion  ever  given 
with  the  grant.  0 

?  10  ^u§‘  x(5^2.  The  faid  council  grant,  aliene,  fell, 
and  confirm,  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon,  their  heirs  and  afkgns,  ali  the  lands  lying  between 
the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Sagadehoc. 

“  Note  as  in  the  Grant  of  1621. 

7  Nov.  1625.  ^  The  faid  council  grant  part  of  the  pre- 
nufes  to  Capt.  John  Mafon,  tingle,  and  his  heirs,  extend¬ 
ing  between  tne  livers  or  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua. 

“  Note  as  above. 

1631.  The  fame  council  did  again  grant  a  fmall 
parcel  of  the  premifes  granted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Goroes 
and  Capt.  John  Mafon,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Ferdinando 
and  Capt.  Mafon,  with  about  fix  or  feven  others,  their 
^cj-s,  tyi-g  on  both  fides  the  river  Pifcataqua,  upon 
w  ich  lands  fome  fettlements  were  made,  and  fome  part 

thereof  divided  between  the  faid  grantees  and  adventurers 
after  163  * 


* 


if  M-iion  fuppofed  any  of  the  preceding  grants  to  be  in  any 
force,  why  should  he  take  a  grant  of  part  of  the  lands  only  con- 

tatned  in  tnofe  former  grants,  and  take  in  ailbciates,  and  co.iie  to  a 
ftiviiion  with  them  ? 


April 
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A  pi  i  I  *635.  Capt,  John  Maion  obtains  a  new  grant  1677 
from  the  faid  great  council,  of  all  the  lands  from  Naum- 
keag  river  co  Pifcataqua  river,  by  the  name  of  New 
Hampshire,  at  which  time  all  that  part  of  the  lands,  fo 
granted,  which  are  now  contained  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Maffachufets,  were  aftually  diftributed  to  and  planted 
by  the  inhabitants  ol  that  colony,  by  virtue  of  their  o-rant 
from  the  faid  council.  0 

“  The  whole  matter  in  difference  was  referred  to  the 
two  Lord  Chief  Juftices,  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

They,  after  a  folemn  hearing  of  counfel  on  both  Tides, 
reported  unto  his  Majefty  : 

That  as  to  the  right  of  the  foil  of  the  province  of 
Nevv-Hampfhire  and  Main,  they  could  give  no  opinion, 
not  having  proper  parties  before  them,  it  appearing,  that 
not  the  Maffachufets,  but  the  ter-tenants,  had  the  ri^hc 
o  foil  and  whole  benefit  thereof,  and  yet  were  not  furn- 
nioned  to  defend  their  titles. 

r  -i  ^a^on’s  right  of  government  within  the 

foil  he  claimed,  their  Lordfhips,  and  indeed  his  own 

counfel,  agreed  he  had  none  *,  the  great  council  of  Pli- 

mouth,  under  whom  he  claimed,  having  no  power  to 
transler  government  to  any.  ^ 

T  jr  t0Ltile  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  their 
ordfhips  have,  by  their  faid  report,  excluded  thereout  the 

ZZ? '  M Errand  Hampton; 

LinL  ff  k1  f^af°n  S,  C  aim’  ‘  but  determined  the  re- 
ainder  of  his  claim  to  be  within  their  bounds.’  Which 

report  was  confirmed  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

„  ,  lfJ  QiIery-  Whether  Mr.  Mafon’s  grants,  being  onlv 

wirhonr  6  C0UnC1  Elimouth’s  feal,  unwitneffedj  and 
thout  any  entry  or  record  of  them  any  where,  without 

feifin  endorfed,  and  no  poffeftion  having7  ever  gone  aloiag 

Kint'ph  Soes  ^ther,  and 

grant  called  New-Hampflme  wifi  ^  CS’  ^  patent,  confirms  th<s 

(« in  ,he  jar;; rrrr1- i"rif- 

of  conferring;  honours  ”  vet  th;  •  ^  ,  Pur^am)  with  powef 

certainly  unacquainted  wV  ;  “  T  Probablc-  His  heirs  were 

of  it  before  the  King  in  council  in  WOuld  havG  made  mention 

with 
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1677  with  them,  he  valid  in  law  to  oufl  about  50  years  pof- 
fefiion,  a  title  under  the  government  of  the  Maflachufets, 
and  a  pur  chafe  from  the  natives  ? 

<c  I  think  it  not  good  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
and  New- England  having  no  particular  law  of  their  own  (to 
my  knowledge)  which  differs  from  the  law  of  England, 

&s  to  the  manner  cf  paffing  lands,  I  do  not  fee  how  any 
of  thefe  grants  can  be  good, 
f  “  Or,  admitting  they  be  good  in  law, 

5C  2d  Quer.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon  be  not  flopped  by 
the  law  of  the  place,  as  above,  having  not  made  his  claim 
thereto  within  the  time  prefcribed  ? 

<c  If  Mr.  Mafon’s  eflate  do  lie  within  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  affembly  which  made  this  law,  and  that  this  affembly 
were  rightly  conftituted  according  to  the  powers  given  by 
charter,  I  think  Mr.  Mafon  was  bound  by  this  law,  which 
1  look  upon  to  be  a  reafonable  law,  and  agreeing  in  rea- 
fon  with  the  law  of  England. 

“  And  if  Mr.  Mafon  have  right  thereto, 

3d  Quer.  Whether  ought  not  that  right  to  be  tried 
On  the  place,  ten  of  the  towns  claimed  by  him  remaining 
within  the  Maflachufets  by  the  chief  juflices  report  ? 

“  I  think  his  right  ought  to  be  tried  upon  the  place, 
for  fo  much  thereof  as  lies  within  the  Maflachufets  jurif- 
didlion,  liable  to  fuch  appeal  as  the  charter  allows,  if  it 
allows  any. 

“  4th  Quer.  Or,  if  triable  here,  by  what  court  can  it 
properly  be  fo,  whether  in  one  of  the  four  courts  at 
Weftminftcr,  or  upon  a  fpecial  Commiffion,  and  how,  in 
your  judgment,  whether  by  jury  or  otherwife  ? 

“  It  cannot  properly  be  tried  here  by  any  of  the  four 
courts,  but  according  to  the  law  of  the  place,  if  it  lie 
within  any  jurifdiction,  and  if  within  none,  the  King  may 
ereft  courts,  to  proceed  according  to  the  law  of  England* 
untefs  altered  by  the  legiflative  power  of  the  place.*  , 

18  Sept,  1679.  W.  Jones.” 

A 


for 6  1691  Ma'ords  heirs  had  fold  their  title  to  Samuel  Allen, 

nothing  more  w&3  heard  of  it  until  1737?  after  the  determi¬ 
nation 
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A  commiffion  was  iffued  by  the  crown  for  the  govern-  1679 
ment  of  New-Hampfhire.  The  Maflachufets,  thereupon,  * 
forbore  any  further  exerdfe  of  jurifdidtion.  The  towns  of 
Salifbury,  Amefbury  and  Haverhill,  by  their  original 
grants  from  the  Maflachufets  colony,  extending  more 
than  three  miles  from  Merrimack,  the  Maflachufets  con¬ 
tinued  to  exercife  jurifdi&ion  over  the  whole  of  thole 
towns,  although,  according  to  the  determination,  part  of 
them  lay  without  the  patent. 

.  Besides  this  controverfy  about  bounds,  the  agents  had 
other  complaints  to  anfwer.  Randolph,  who,  the  people 
of  New-England  laid,  16  went  up  and  down  feeking  to  de¬ 
vour  them,”  returned  to  England,  and  reprefented  the 
colony  as  refufing  any  obedience  to  the  a6ts  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations.  A  fhip,  belonging  to  Mr. 

Ufher,  put  the  owner  afhore  at  fome  Englilh  port,  and 
went  over  to  Holland.  Mr.  Stoughton  writes  (if;  Dec. 

1677)  “  Randolph  upon  this  news  was  full  of  bufmefs, 
being  employed,  as  he  laid,  by  my  Lord  treafurer,  to 
“  ma^e  enquiry  about  it,  in  order  to  further  proceedings,- 
but  now  we  have  intelligence  as  if  that  veffel  were  ap-ain 
^  put  into  Plimouth,  and  had  not  been  in  Holland.  If  fbe 
;;  ^ther  her  market  here,  or  pay  her  duties  before 

^  Ine  go  elfewhere,  it  may  help  to  allay  matters.  The 
“  country’s  not  taking  notice  of  thefe  ads  of  navigation  to 
°bferve  them,  hath  been  the  moft  unhappy  negled  that 
we  could  have  fallen  into,  for,  more  and  nlofe  every  day,  j 


it-  Tnhn  t  V  tiiciviaiiacnuiets  province,  being  left  out 

J’Jf  I)'?011’  n<?w  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army"  a  d^f-end 
YT  a‘lf  Wfl\°.then  took  the  name  of  Tufton  Mafon  ***_ 

tn  r  W1  °f,hlS  anceft°r>  claim  to  it,  as  heir  in’ 

to  the  firft  grantee,  and  having  fuffcred  a  recovery,  fold  his  ir-  n-I  ‘I 

to  divers  perfons,  who  now  call  themfelves  proprietors  &c  c£ 

^w0couWntSrv  Se~s ^venturer  in  a  nobl?  defign,  the  peopliuiU 
cwklch,  has  a  tendency  to  multiofy  the  human  r---- 
Many  Oi  the  fir  ft  adventurers  failed.  Thofe  vfto  caoie  after  ^  f 

e  £  t"  ,f"“  “dmatint‘'  o.ci,t 

\  2  we 
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1677  <c  we  find  it  moft  certain,  that  without  a  fair  compliance 
Ci  in  that  matter,  there  can  he  nothing  expe&ed  but  a  total 
<c  breach,  and  the  ftorms  of  difpleafure  that  may  be/’ 
The  Quakers  a!fo  renewed  their  complaints  againft  the 
colony.  In  the  diftrefs  of  the  colony  by  the  Indian  war, 
among  other  fins,  which  were  the  caufe  of  it,  the  tolera¬ 
tion  fhewn  to  Qiiakers  was  thought  to  be  one  •,  the  court* 
therefore  made  a  law,  cc  That  every  perfon,  found  at  a 
44  Quaker’s  Meeting,  fhall  be  apprehended  ex  officio,  by 
44  the  conftable,  and,  by  warrant  from  a  magiilrate  or 
44  com  mifli  oner,  fhall  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  cor- 
<c  reftion,  and  there  have  the  difeiphne  of  the  houfe  ap- 
44  plied  to  them,  and  be  kept  to  work,  with  bread  and 
44  water,  for  three  days,  and  then  releafed,  or  die  fhall 
44  pay  five  pounds  in  money,  as  a  fine  to  the  country,  for 
44  fuch  offence,  and  all  eonftables  negle&ing  their  duty,  in 
44  not  faithf  ully  executing  this  order,  fhall  incur  the  penalty 
44  of  five  pounds,  upon  conviction,  one  third  whereof  to 
44  the  informer.5*  1  know  of  nothing  which  can  be  urged, 
in  any  wife  tending  to  excufe  the  fe verity  of  this  law,  un- 
lefs  it  be  human  infirmity,  and  the  many  inftanees  in 
hiftory  of  perfons,  of  every  religion,  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  indulgence  of  any  other  was  a  toleration  of  im¬ 
piety,  and  brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven,  and 
therefore  juPdfied  perfecution  i  hb  law  loft  the  colony 
many  friends. 

Several 


#  At  the  fame  time  that  this  punilhment  was  provided  for  qiiakers, 
other  provoking  evils  were  enumerated,  in  the  order  following,  vis. 

1.  Neglect  of  care  of  the  children  of  church  members.  A  reforma¬ 
tion  recommended  to  the  elders  and  brethren. 

2.  Pride,  in  mens  wearing  long  hair  like  womeas  hair,  others 
wearing  borders  of  hair,  and  cutting,  curling,  and  immodelt  laying- 
out  their  hair,  principally  in  the  younger  fort.  Grandjurors  to  pre¬ 
sent,  and  the  court  to  punifh  all  offenders,  by  admonition,  fine,  or 
correction,  at  diferetion. 


3.  Excels  in  apparel,  flrange  new 
end  pinioned,  fuperfluous  ribbands 
to  line  offenders  at  diferetion. 


faff  ions,  naked  breads  and  arms, 
on  hair  and  apparel.  The  court 


5,  Prophanenefs, 


Several  addrefies  were  made  to  the  King,  from  the 
general  court,  whilft  the  agents  were  in  England,  and  the 
court  made  feveral  laws  to  remove  fome  of  the  exceptions 
which  were  taken  in  England,  particularly  an  ad:  to  punilh 
high  treafon  with  death  ;  another,  requiring  all  perfons, 
above  16  years  of  age,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  on 
pain  of  fine  and  imprifonment ;  “  the  governor,  deputy 
governor  and  magiftrates  having  firft  taken  the  fame, 
without  any  refervation,  in  the  words  fent  to  them  by  his 
Majefty’s  orders*.”  The  King’s  arms  were  ordered  to  be 

5.  Prophanenefs,  in  perfons  turni  ngtheir  backs  upon  the  public 
worihip  before  the  bleffing  is  pronounced.  Officers  of  churches  and 
feledmen,  to  appoint  perfons  to  ffiut  the  meeting-houfe  doors,  or  to 
take  any  other  meet  way  to  attain  the  end. 

6.  Prophane  curling  or  fwearing.  If  any  perfon  heard  another 
curfe  or  fwear,  and  did  not  inform,  he  was  made  liable  to  the  fame 
penalty  with  the  prophane  perfon. 

7.  Tipling-houfes.  Infpeftors  to  be  appointed,  and  if  they  did 

not  do  their  duty,  they  were  to  incur  the  penalty  of  the  law  a^ainft 
tipling-houfes.  * 

8.  Breach  of  the  fifth  commandment.  All  inferiors  in  families 
abfent  at  night,  in  corrupt  company,  without  leave,  admoniffied,  and 
fined,  not  exceeding  10s.  for  the  firft  offence,  whipped,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  ftripes,  for  all  after  offences. 

9.  Idlenefs.  All  idle  perfons  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  con¬ 
stable,  their  names  to  be  returned  to  the  feleftmen,  who  had  power, 
in  cafe  of  obftinacy,  to  fend  them  to  the  houfe  of  corre&ion. 

10 ‘  Oppreffion  in  (hop keepers  and  merchants,  by  taking  too 
much  for  their  goods,  and  in  mechanicks,  who  required  too  much 
tor  their  labour.  Every  perfon  who  had  been  oppreffed  in  this  wav, 
might  apply  to  the  grand-jury,  or  to  the  county  court,  who  had 

power  to  caufe  the  offender  to  make  twofold  reftitution,  and  to  fine 
at  difcretion. 

11.  A  loofe  and  finful  cuftom  of  ridino-  from  inmn  tr*  ~  — 


For  moft  of  thefe  offences  I  have  not  feen  any  inftances  of  profe- 
cution.  Exceliive  penalties,  or  nenakip*  not-  f  r\  f  U  n  o  1  ^ 


carved 
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679  carved  and  put  up  in  the  court- houfe.  But  it  was  a  more 
difficult  thing  to  conform  to  the  acls  of  trade.  They  ac- 
knowledge  in  their  letter  to  the  agents  they  had  not  done 
They  c;  apprehended  them  to  be  an  invafion  of  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  fubjebls  of  his 
yeity  in  the  colony,  they  not  being  reprefented  in 
ament,  and  according  to  the  ufual  fayings  of  the 
learned  in  the  law,  the  laws  of  England  were  bounded 
within  the  four  leas,  and  did  not  reach  America  *,  how¬ 
ever,  as  his  Majefty  had  fignified  his  pleafure  that  thofe 
<£  ads  fhoufd  be  obferved  in  the  MaiTac.hu lets,  they  had 
made  provision,  by  a  law  of  the  colony,  that  they 
fliould  be  ftridlyoattended  from  time  to  time,  although  it 
greatly  difcouraged  trade,  and  was  a  great  damage  to  his 
Majefly’s  plantation.”  The  palling  this  law,  plainly 
fhews  the  wrong  fenfe  they  had  of  the  relation  they  flood  in 
to  England  The  people  of  Ireland,  about  the  iame 
time,  were  under  the  fame  miftake.  Perhaps  they  had 
pot  greater  colour  for  an  exemption  from  Englifh  ads  of 
parliament,  than  a  colony  of  natural  born  fubjeds,  depart¬ 
ing  the  kingdom  with  the  leave  of  their  Prince.  Particu- 
lar  perfons  in  Ireland,  did  penance  for  advancing  and  ad- 
Jiering  to  thefe  principles.  The  whole  colony  of  the 
MaTachufets,  differed  the  lofs  of  their  charter,  this  being 


ir. 

cc 

U. 


a 


6,  G 


C  C 


cc 


<£.& 


(  t 

&  i 
<( 

t,  t 

1 

(  6 


6  £ 

i 

i  £ 
<  t 

i, 

i,  c 

t  £ 

t  . 

L  i 

l  C 

1  . 

6i 

i* 

<< 


This  court  being  informed,  by  letters  received  this  day  from 
our  meflengers,  of  his  Maj  city’s  expectation  that  the  aCts  of  trade 
and  navigation  be  exactly  and  punctually  obferved  by  this 
his  Majelty’s  colony,  his  pleafure  therein  not  having  been, 
before  now,  .fignified  unto  us,  cither  by  exprefs  from  his  Majelty, 
or  .any  of  his  minihers  of  hate  : 

<4  Lt  is  therefore  hereby  ordered,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  court 
enafted,  Th^t  henceforth,  all  mailers  of  fhips,  ketches,  or  other 
veil  els,  of  greater  or  lefier  burthen,  arriving  in  or  failing  from 
any  of  the  ports  in  this  jurifdiCtion,  do, -^without  coven  or  traud, 
yield  faithful  and  con  flan  t  obedience  unto,  and  obfervation  of,  all 
the  faid  aCts  of  navigation  and  trade,  on  penalty  of  inhering 
fuch  forfeitures,  lofs,  and  damage,  as  in  the  fiid  acts  are  particu¬ 
larly  exoreiled,  and  the  governor  and  counpil,  and  all  o dicers 
com’mifrion.ed.  and  authorized  by  them,  are  hereby  ordered  and 

reauired  to  fee  to  the  firict  obfervation  of  the  laid  acts.” 

x  .1  ,  ■» 
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one  great  article  of  charge  againft  it.  I  am  glad  I  have  j 
this  inftance  of  Ireland,  and  that  fo  fenfible  a  gentleman 
as  Mr.  Molineux,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Locke,  engaged  in 
the  caufe  ;  for  it  may  ferve  as  fome  excufe  for  our  ancef- 
tors,  that  they  were  not  alone  in  their  miftaken  apprehend 
fions  of  the  nature  of  their  fubje&ion.  No  prejudice  can 
be  caufed,  by  this  miftake,  againft  their  pofferity. 
They  have  indeed  as  high  notions  of  the  value  of 
Englifh  liberties  as  their  anceftors  had,  and,  as  a  Britifh- 
colony,  they  humbly  hope  for  all  that  tendernefs  and  in 
dulgence  from  a  Britifh  parliament  which  the  Roman 
Senate,  while  Rome  remained  free,  ftiewed  to  Roman  cc- 
lonies,  but  they  are  fenfible  that  they  are  colonifts,  and 
therefore  fubjeift  to  the  controul  of  the  parent  ftate. 

Mr.  Leveret  continued  governor,  by  annual  cleft  ion, 
from  his  being  firft  chofen  in  1673,  until  his  death,  March 
16th  1678.  The  weighty  affairs  of  the  war,  and  the 
agency,  during  his  adminiftration,  concluded  with  pru¬ 
dence  and  fteadinels,  caufed  him  to  be  greatly  reflected  *. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Simon  Bradftreet  ( May  1679)  who 
was  one  of  the  firft  afliftants,  and  had  continued  to  be  an¬ 
nually  chofen  an  affiftant  fifty  years  together,  being  about 
feventy-fix  years  of  age  when  he  firft  entered  upon  the 
omce  or  governor.  A  few  months  before,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Bradftreet  fucceeded  him  as 
deputy  governor.  Upon  Mr.  Bradftreet’s  being  chofen 
governor,  Thomas  Danforth  came  into  the  deputy  govern 
nor’s  place,  and  they  were  continued  in  their  relpcdive 

places,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  djflblution  of  the 
government. 


He  died  or  the  ftone.  His  only  fon  maintained  but  an  indifferent 
charafter.  His  grandfon,  John  Leveret,  after  Maining,  in  the  civil 
order,  feveral  xhonorable  polls,  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  juftice  of  the 
fupenor  court  member  of  the  council,  one  of  the  three  commiffioner* 
with  power  or  controlling  the  army  fent  againft  Port  Royal,  was,  in 
1707,  chofen  present  of  Harvard  college,  ip  which  poll  lie  conti- 
mied  until  his  deatn,  having  the  character  of  a  gentleman  and 
icnolai ,  and  aifo  o*  a,  man  of  virtue  and  religion. 


Whims'? 
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1 679  Whilst  the  agents  were  in  England,  days  of  fading 
and  pr.ayer,  fome  by  the  court,  fome  by  the  whole  people, 
were  repeatedly  appointed  by  authority,  to  implore  the 
divine  bleffing  upon  their  endeavours  for  obtaining  favor 
with  the  King,  and  the  continuance  of  charter  privileges, 
and  November  21ft  1678  was  obferved  as  a  faft  by  all 
the  churches  in  the  three  colonies.  A  council  or  fynod 
of  the  churches  in  the  colony  of  Maifachufets,  being  con¬ 
vened  by  order  of  court  in  May  1679,  thefe  two  queftions 
were  referred  for  their  confideration  and  anfwer. 

•Quest,  iff.  What  are  thereafons  that  have  provoked 
the  Lord  to  bring  his  judgments  upon  New- England  ? 

Quest.  2d.  What  is  to  be  done,  that  fo  thofe  evils 
may  be  removed  ? 

I  do  not  cenfure  the  authority  of  the  colony  for  their 
great  anxiety  on  this  occafion,  or  for  ufing  every  proper 
mealure  to  obtain  the  fmiles  of  heaven,  as  well  as  the 
favor  of  their  earthly  fovereign,  and  only  remark,  that  we 
have  no  evidence  of  any  extraordinary  degeneracy*  .  At 
this  time,  Great-Britain,  Scotland  efpecially,  was  luffering 
under  a  prince  inimical  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  New- 
EngJand  therefore,  without  a  miraculous  interpofition, 
mu  ft  have  expedled  to  fhare  the  fame  judgments,  and, 
perhaps,  had  not  greater  reafon  to  make  the  twoinquiries, 
than  either  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  complaint  of  Gorges  and  Mafon,  and  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  event,  reftrained  the  general  court  from  any 
attempt  to  hold  poflfeffion  of  the  country  Eaftward  of 
Main.  Upon  the  exchange  of  Surinam  for  New- York, 
that  country,  and  the  iflands  and  countries  contained  in 
the  former  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  were  granted  anew, 
and  Major  Andros,  governor  under  the  Duke,  eredted 

*  Mr.  Neale  fays,  “  the  people  began  to  grow  intolerably  licen- 
<(  tious  in  their  morals,  that  devout  people  obferved  the  judgments 

of  God  feemed  to  follow  them,  blafting  epidemical  difeafes,  un- 
“  common  Ioffes  by  fea,  &c.”  The  fmall-pox,  which  is  always, 
travelling  about  the  world,  then  prevailed.  There  had  been  wars 
with  French  and  Dutch,  and  captures  by  the  enemy  might  well 
have  been  expected. 

a  fort 
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a  fort,  and  eftabhfhed  a  cufiom-houfe  at  Pemaquid,  part  1670 
of  the  territory  between  Kenebeck  and  Sr.  Croix.  Whiift  * 
the  Dutch  were  in  poffeffion  of  New-York,  this  territory 
had  been  negledted,  and  the  inhabitants  being  without  any  ' 
powers  of  government,  the  Maffachufets  (in  1672)  had 
fenc  their  commiffioners,  who  appointed  and  held  courts, 
and  eftablilhed  civil  and  military  officers  from  Pemaquid 
to  Gorges,  the  fea-coaft  being  well  inhabited,  and  the 
fifhery  in  a  flourifhng  Hate,  but  upon  the  Duke’s  taking 

poffeffion,  by  his  governor,  they  laid  afide  their  pretences 
to  jurifdiction. 

The  agents  were  detained  in  England  until  the  fall  of 
1679.  1  hey.  thought  themfelves  not  at  liberty  to  return, 

without  the  King’s  exprefs  leave.  The  po  liffi  d!oc 
prevented  an  attention  to  plantation  affairs,  and  it  was 
thougnt  too  great  a  hardship  to  detain  them  any  longer. 

Upon  their  repeated  application  they  were  difmiffed,  and 
arrived  at  Bofton,  December  23d.  They  had  ootained 
nothing  but  time,  a  further  opportunity  for  the  colony 
to  comply  with  the  requifitions  made  by  the  crown. 

A  durances  feem  to  have  been  given  by  the  agents  that- 
other  perfons  fhould  be  fent  over  to  fupply  their  places, 
and  although,  upon  their  return,  no  mark  of  difipproba- 
tion  of  their  conduct  was  ffiewn  by  the  general  court,  but 
a  vote  paffed  thanking  them  for  their  Dains,  y?c  many 
vvere  d.ffat.shed,  efpedally  with  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  they 
thoughtto  have  been  too  compliant  *  They  brought  with 

fhem  the  King’s  letter  of  July  24,  1679,  containing  the 
following  requifitions.  °  ’ 

a  VIAT  apents  be  &nt  ovrer  in  fix  months,  fully  in- 
itrufted  to  aniwer  and  tranfacT  what  was  undetermined  at 
that  time. 

*  Mr.  Stoughton,  perhaps,  ever  had  the  intend  of  his  country  at 

p.“r  ’  ba.1  m  tfle  Pu(  Ult  ot  lt  governed  himfelf  by  the  rules  which 
Cicero,  i„  one  of  Ins  epiftles,  prefcribes  for  a  wife  mSSte  " 

‘  Nunquarn  emrn,  pneftantibus  in  republica  cub ’rn-nl  "iris' 
laudata  eft  m  una  fententia  perpetua  norm f’l  ‘  •  vmS 

gando  terapeftan  obfeoui  rtifih  «•  ?ermail'10;  fed  uc  m  navi- 

^  utato,  quo  veils  tandem  ^  ^ 

2.  That 
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1679  2.  That  freedom  and  liberty  of  confcience  be  given  to 

inch  perlons  as  defire  to  ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the 
church  of  England,  fo  as  not  to  be  thereby  made  ob- 
‘  noxious,  or  difcountenanced  from  their  fharing  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  much  lefs  that  they,  or  any  other  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedts  (not  being  papifts)  who  do  not  agree  in  the  con¬ 
gregational  way,  be  by  law  fubjedted  to  fines  or  for¬ 
feitures,  or  other  incapacities. 

3.  That  no  other  diftindtion  be  obferved  in  making  of 
freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  competent  eftates, 
rateable  at  ioj.  according  to  the  rules  of  the  place,  and 
that  fuch,  in  their  turns,  be  capable  of  the  magistracy,  and 
all  laws  made  void  that  obftrudt  the  fame. 

4.  That  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  affiftants  be 
henceforth  obferved,  as  by  charter  *. 

5.  That  all  perfons  coming  to  any  privilege,  tr uft 
or  office,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

6.  That  all  military  commiffions,  as  well  as  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  juftice,  run  in  his  Majefty’s  name. 

7.  That  all  laws  repugnant  to,  and  inconfiftent  with, 
the  law7s  of  England  for  trade,  be  abolifhed. 

8.  While  Mr.  Gorges’s  complaint  was  before  the 
council,  the  agents,  without  his  Majefty’s  permiffion,  who 
was  fome  time  in  treaty  for  the  fame,  bought  Mr.  Gorges’s 
intereft  in  the  province  of  Main,  for  1200I.  His  Majefty 
had  heard  of  fome  effedts,  of  a  fevere  hand  upon  his  fub¬ 
jedts  there,  and  therefore  required  an  affignment  of  the  faid 
province,  on  repayment  of  the  faid  1200I. 

9.  That,  as  for  that  part  of  New-Hampfhire  province 
three  miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  granted  to  Mr. 

*  They  continued  to  limit  themfelves  to  eight  or  ten  affiftants.  At 
ftrft,  as  has  been  obferved,  it  was  done  to  leave  room  for  perfons  ot 
quality  expected  from  England.  Thofe  expectations  had  long 
ceafed.  In  a  popular  government,  and  where  the  magistrates  were 
annually  chofen,  increafmg  the  number  would  give  a  better, chance 
to  afjpiring  men.  On  the  other  hand,  the  greater  the  number  of  af¬ 
fiftants  the  lefs  the  Weight  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  the  election  of 
all  officers  depending  upon  the  major  vote  of  the  whole  court.  This 
jaft  rcafon  might  cauie  the  deputies  to  refufc  their  confent  to  an  in¬ 
tro  a  fe. 

Maton, 
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Mafon,  the  government  whereof  remained  verted  in  his  1679 
Majefty,  defigning  to  fettle  the  fame  to  the  fatisfaCiion 
of  his  fubjeCts  there,  the  Maffachufets  recall  all  com- 
mirtions  granted  by  them  for  governing  there. 

A  compliance  with  the  firft  of  thefe  inftruCtions  was 
delayed.  The  reafons  affigned  were,  the  danger  of  the 
feas  (Connecticut  agent  having  been  taken  by  the  Alge¬ 
rines)  and  the  heavy  debt  of  the  colony*,  which  made  it 
almoft  incapable  of  the  expence. 

As  to  the  fecond  and  third,  they  had  no  laws  to  reftrain 
the  inhabitants  from  chufing church  of  England  men  into 
the  magi  ft  racy,  or  other  office,  that  law,  confining  the 
privilege  to  church  members,  being  long  fince  repealed, 
and  all  proteftants  of  ioj.  rateable  eftate  were  capable  of 
being  made  freemen. 

The  fourth,  they  complied  with  at  the  next  election, 
in  16S0. 

And  alfo  with  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh,  in  manner'  - 
as  has  been  mentioned. 

They  juftified  their  purchafe  of  the  province  of  Main',' 
at  the  defire  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  favor  to  them  ;  and 
denied  their  having  ever  ufed  any  aCts  of  feverity,  and 
were  filent  as  to  the  re-conveying  it. 

The  9th  and  laft  they  had  complied  with,  as  we  have 
juft  mentioned. 

i  he  firft  commiftion  for  the  government  of  Nevy^ 
Hampfhire,  was  to  Mr.  Cutt,  as  prdident  of  the  province. 

The  following  letter  was  voted,  by  the  new  affembly, 
at  their  firft  meeting,  and  lent  to  the  governor  of  the 
Maffachufets,  to  be  Communicated  to  the  affembiy  there.  * 

“  Portsmouth,  in  the  province  of  New-Hampfture, 

March  25th,  1680. 
cc  Much  honored - 

The  late  turn  of  Providence  made  amongft  us  by  the 
<f  ordering  hand,  hath  given  occafion  (or  this  prefentap- 

plication,  wherein  we  crave  leave, as  we  are  in  duty  bound, 

iii  ft  thanktujly  to  acknowledge  your  great  care  of  us,  and 

f  Caufed  by  the  late  war. 

“  kindnef* 

k... .  * 


.. 
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1679  kindnefs  towards  us,  while  we  dwelt  under  your  fhadow, 
owning  ourfelves  ueeply  obliged,  that  you  were  pleafed, 
upon  our  earneft  requefi:  and  iupplication,  to  take  us 
“  under  your  government,  and  ruled  us  well,  while  wefo 
“  remained,  fo  that  we  cannot  give  the  lead  countenance 
cc  to  thofe  reflections  that  have  been  caft  upon  you,  as  if 
you  had  dealt  injurioufly  with  us.  Secondly,  that  no 
difiatisfa&ion  with  your  government,  but  merely  our 
<c  fubmiflion  to  divine  providence,  to  his  Majefty’s  com- 
cc  mands,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,  without  any  feeking 
<c  of  our  own,  or  defires  of  change,  was  the  only  caufe  of 
<c  our  complying  with  that  prelent  reparation  from  you 
that  we  are  now  under,  but  fhould  have  heartily  rejoiced, 
“  if  it  had  feemed  good  to  the  Lord  and  his  Majefry  to 
“  have  fettled  us  in  the  fame  capacity  as  formerly.  Thirdly, 
cc  and  withal  we  hold  ourfelves  bound  to  flgnify,  that  it  is 
£C  our  moft  unfeigned  defire,  that  fuch  a  mutual  corref- 
pondence  betwixt  us  may  be  fettled,  as  may  tend  to  the 
glory  of  God,  the  honor  of  his  Majefty,  whofefubjeds 
we  ail  are,  and  the  promoting  the  common  intereft, 
and  defence  againfl:  the  common  enemy,  that  thereby 
"  our  hands  may  be  ftrengthened,  being  of  ourfelves 
weak,  and  few  in  number,  and  that  if  there  be  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  any  ways  ferviceable  unto  you,  we  may  fhew 
65  how  ready  we  are  thankfully  to  embrace  the  fame. 

44  Thus  wifhing  the  prefence  of  God  to  be  with  you  in 
“  all  adminiflrations,  and  craving  the  benefit  of  your 
■c  prayers  and  endeavours  for  a  blefling  upon  the  heads 
and  hearts  of  us  who  are  fcparated  from  our  brethren, 

^  we  fubfcribe  John  Cutt,  Prefident,  at 

the  content  of  the  council 
and  general  aflfembly.” 

Directed,  to  the  honorable  governor  and  council  of  the 
Maflachufets-Bay,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general 
court  in  Boflon. 

This  letter  wa^  read  in  general  court,  May  2 2d  i6Sox 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The 
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The  province  of  Main  continued  to  be  proteded  by  1680 
the  MafTachufets.  After  the  purchafe  from  Gorges,  the 
major  part  of  the  court  were  of  opinion,  that  it  fhould  be 
fold  again  to  the  higheft  bidder,  towards  reimburfmg  the 
expence  of  defending  it,  which  they  computed  at  eight 
thoufand  pounds,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  this 
purpofe,  but  this  vote  was  reconfidered.  However,  there 
was  a  neceffity  of  a  different  ad miniftration,  from  what 
there  had  been  formerly.  Whilft  the  province  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  included  in  the  .bounds  of  the  MafTachufets 
charter,  the  towns  were  reprefented  in  the  general  court, 
and  it  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  confidered  as  a  county, 
but  the  determination  of  1667  had  confined  the  Mafla- 
chufets  to  three  miles  north  or  north  eaft  of  Merrimack 
river.  The  colony  muft  confider  itfelf  therefore  in  the 
place  of  Gorges,  invefted  with  the  powers  granted  to  him 
by  charter  or  patent.  Accordingly,  they  appointed  their 
deputy  governor  Thomas  Danforth,  president  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Main,  to  govern  under  the  MafTachufets,  the  lords 
proprietaries,  and  to  be  accountable  to  them,  and  thither  he 
repaired  towards  the  end  of  1679,  together  with  Mr. 
Nowell,  &c.  and  there  appointed  officers,  held  courts,  and 
made  provifion  for  adminiftring  government  in  the  form 
prefcribed  by  the  patent  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges*. 

Randolph  kept  a  continual  watch  upon  the  colony, 
and  went  divers  times  to  England  with  complaints,  and 
returned  with  frefh  orders  and  powers'^.  In  1676,  he 

brought  over  the  complaint  ofMafon  and  Gorges.  In  1678, 

The  people  of  the  province  of  Main  were  well  contented,  whilft 
they  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  MafTachufets  colony.  To  be- 
come  a  province  of  that  colony  was  difagreeable,  and  they  never 
cordially  fubmitted.  Although  the  Maflachufets  accounted  them- 
elves  a  free  flate,  yet  this  was  no  fecurity  to  the  others  that  thev 
’  ould  be  lefs  arbitrarily  governed  than  when  a  fingle  perfon  v/as  the 
proprietor.  “  In  Aiiguh  i63o,  the  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Sal  ton-, 
vtall,  Nowell,  Sec.  failed  from  Bofcon  with  60  foldiers,  in  a  fhip  and 

;°°P>  ^  hill  the  people  at  Cafco-bay,  and  prevent  povernor 
Andros’s  ufurpation.”  MS.  letter. 

'  t*.  In‘  rePre^entat:^n  °f  his  fervices  to  the  committee  of  council, 
fte  he  had  made  eight  voyages  to  New-England  in  nine  years. 

he 
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1680  he  came  over  with  power  from  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms,  as  an  infpeftor  and  to  make  feizures  and  bring  in¬ 
formations  for  breaches  of  the  afts  of  trade,  but  h<f  was 
generally  if  not  always  condemned  in  cofts,  and  it  appears 
by  a  reprefentation,  he  afterwards  made  to  the  commiffion¬ 
ers,  that  he  had  been  a  great  fufferer.  He  brought  with 
him  alfo  a  commiffion  to  divers  perfons,  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  them,  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  the  governor 
faithfully  to  execute  the  oath  required  by  the  ad:  of  trade*. 
The  governor,  Mr.  Leveret,  did  not  take  the  oath  in  con- 
fequence  01  that  commiffion.  Randolph  was  in  England 
again  in  1679+  and  returned  thelatter  part  of  the  fame  year. 

The  governor,  at  the  firft  feffion  after  the  receipt  of 
new  orders  from  the  King,  took  the  oath,  which  was  ad- 
miniftred  by  the  deputy  governor  in  open  court,  not  as 
one  of  the  commiffioners.  Randolph  went  home  again, 
the  next  winter,  to  renew  his  complaints,  and  upon  his  re- 
163  1  turn  to  Bolton,  in  s6Si,  brought  with  him  a  commiffion 
from  the  crown  for  collector  and  furveyor  and  fearcher  of 
the  cultoms  in  New-England  J.  Lie  laid  his  commiffion  be¬ 
fore  the  general  court  and  delired  he  might  be  aided  in  the 

execution  of  his  office  with  their  countenance  and  autho- 

#  / 

it  .  *  '  ,  '  »  .  .  ,  . 

*  Edward  Randolph,  Thomas  Savage,  William  Taylor,  George 
Curwin  the  elder,  Thomas  Brattle,  Thomas  Deane,  James  Whet- 
comb,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Pdchards,  Humphrey  Warren, 
Thomas  Kellond,  John  Hubbard,  Humphrey  Davy,  and  Samuel 
Mofely,  together  with  the  members  of  the  council,  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  were  the  commiffioners. 

f  “  Mr.  Randolph  yet  waits  to  get  the  country  better  qualified 
for  his  reception.  By  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  Bolton,  in 
the  welt,  who  was  fo  ingenuous  as  to  fend  the  very  original  to  us, 
we  perceive  great  things  are  upon  the  wheel,  relating  to  us,  in 
his  airy  fancy.  They  were  fucli  as  not  to  be  committed  to  paper, 
but  to  be  communicated  in  the  fafer  way  of  private  difcourfe.’* 
Bulkley’ s  letter  to  Bradford ,  1679. 

X  William  Dyre,  at  the  fame  time,  called  himfelf  furveyor  and 
fearcher-general,  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  office  of 
furveyor-general,  his  commiffion  extending  to  New- York,  but  the 
powers  and  duties  of  thefe  offices  were  not  th,en  fully  fettled. 
Randolph  did  not  chufe  to  acknowledge  himfelf  Dyre’s  inferior,  or 
iii bj eel  to  his  controu  1. 

7  fit yj 
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rity,  but,  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  application,  he  fet  up  l68l 
an  advertifement  in  the  town-houfe,  to  acquaint  allperfons 
concerned  that  an  office  was  ere&ed,  &c.  This,  he  laid, 
was  taken  down  by  the  marfhal,  by  order  of  the  genera] 

'  court  or  fome  of  the  members,  he  therefore,  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  demands  the  final  refolution  of  the  court, 
whether  they  will  admit  the  faid  patent  to  be  in  force  or 
not,  that  he  might  know  how  to  govern  himfelf.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  refolution  of  the  court  herein.  During 
thefe  diftrdfes  of  the  colony  there  were  two  parties  fubfift- 
ing  in  the  government,  both  of  them  agreed  in  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  charter  privileges,  but  differing  in  opinion 
upon  the  extent  of  them,  and  upon  the  proper  meafures 
to  preferve  them.  The  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet,  was  at 
the  head  of  the  moderare  party.  Randolph,  in  all  his 
letters,  takes  notice  of  it.  The  governor’s  fon  in  a  letter 
fromNew-London,  April  1681,  writes,  tc  As  to  what  you 
ct  fay  about  the  change  fome  people  expedl  this  election,  fa 
“  far  as  it  concerns  yourfelf  it  may  be  an  advantage.  Better 
iC  the  ruin,  if  it  muff  be  fo,  under  other  hands  than  yours. 

Time  will  make  it  appear  who  have  been  the  faithful 
<c  and  wife  confervators  of  New-England’s  liberties,  and 
<c  that  the  adored  faviours  of  our  interefts,  many  of  them, 
have  confulted  very  ill  the  intereft  efpoufed  by  them.” 

Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  William  Brown  of  Sa¬ 
lem,  thefe  fell  in  with  the  governor.  The  deputy  governor, 

Mr.  Danforth,wasatthe  head  of  the  other  party,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  members  of  the  court  with  him  were  Major  Gookins 
of  Cambridge,  Peter  Tilton  of  Hadley,  Eliifia  Cooke  and 
Elifha  Hutchinfon  of  Bofton.  This  party  oppofed  the 
fending  over  agents,  the  fubmitting  to  adls  of  trade,  &c. 
and  were  for  adhering  to  their  charter  according  to  their 
conft rudlion  of  it,  and  leaving  the  event.  Gookins,  be- 
ing  aged,  defired  apaperhe  drew  upas  his  dying  teftimony 
might  be  lodged  with  the  court,  containing  the  realbns 
ol  his  opinion.  He  was  a  very  zealous  but  an  upright 
man,  and  afted  from  principle.  Pie  fee  ms  to  have 
been  the  only  magiftrate  who  a  few  years  before  oppofed 
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1 6s i  the  people  in  their  rage  againft  the  Indian?,  friends  and 
enemies  without  diftinction,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  the 
reproaches  of  his  brethren  in  the  magiftracy  upon  the 
bench,  as  well  as  to  hootings  and  offenfive  language  from 
the  populace  as  he  palled  the  ftreets.  Tilton  was  one  pf 
the  moft  rigid,  and  was  concerned  in  a  paper,  publifhed 
about  that  time,  reprefenting  the  great  apoftafy  both  of 
magiftrates  and  minifters. 

In  i68o"f  a  letter  had  been  received  under  the  King’s  fign 
manual,  charging  the  colony  with  neglecting  to  fend  over 
other  agents  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  had  obtained  leave 
to  return,  and  requiring  that  they  be  fent  in  three  months 
after  the  receipt  oi  the  letter,  and  that  they  come  prepared 
to  anfwer  the  claim  which  Mafon  had  made  to  the  lands 
between  Naumkeag  and  Merrimack.  Immediately  upon 

v  the 

t  K 

f  Lord  Culpeper  governor  of  Virginia  came  to  Bofton  the  24th 
of  Auguft  this  year,  in  his  return  to  England. 

It  appears  by  the  records  that  the  Hon.  George  Ruftell  (I  fuppofe 
a  younger  brother  to  the  celebrated  Lord  RufTell)  was  in  Nevv- 
Lngland  in  1680,  and  p  relented  with  the  freedom  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  Richard  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  returned  this  year  after 
many  years  abfence,  and  was  again  chofen  firffc  a  Aidant,  and  fo 
tne  two  ftucceeding  years.  He  went  back  to  England,  before 
1683,  and  died  at  Hulme  April  29th  1694.  MS.  letter .  He  left 
an  eilate  in  Yorkshire.  Mr.  Saltonftall  was  related  to  Mr.  Hamden, 
who  like  his  anceftors  was  a  true  friend  to  New-England.  In  a 
letter  from  Mr.  SaltonftalPs  daughter,  dated  May  1694,  I  find 
this  little  piece  of  Englifh  hiftory,  ((  The  court  is  altered  as  well 

as  other  places,  Mr.  H - n  was  to  wait  on  mailer,  and  all  looked 

very  fmooth.  He  aiked  him  concerning  the  report  he  heard, 
(this  wa3  a  fecond  time,  not  that  mentioned  in  my  other  letter) 
he  ftaid.no,  no,  there  was  nothing  in  it,  he  did  not  intend  to  re¬ 
move  him.  He  kiffed  hands,  and,  that  night,  a  new  commiftiou 
was  granted  to  a  young  perfon  under  30  years  of  age,  who  they 
fay  mull  go  before  all  the  grave  judges.  His  virtues  may  be  wrote 
in  a  little  room,  but  not  his  vices.  A  few  days  after,  the  arch- 
bifliop  was  fent  to  tell  him  how  w -11  he  was  efteemed,  but  he 
growing  into  years  might  like  his  eafe.  If  he  would  be  Lord  or 
Earl,  he  Ihould  be  either,  or  have  any  penfion.  To  the  firffc  he 
anfwered,  that  he  would  die  a  country  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
family,  as  his  was,  and  honor  enough  for  him.  For  the  ft  cond, 


... 
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the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  court  chofe  two  agents,  Mr.i  68  x 
Stoughton  and  Mr.  Nowell,  and  inftrubtions  were  drawn 
up,  but  both  of  them  peremptorily  refufed  to  engage  in 
the  affair  *,  Mr.  Stoughton,  notwithstanding  the  exceptions 
fome  had  taken  to  his  former  condudi:,  being  ftrongly  urged 
to  it.  As  for  Mafon's  claim,  it  was  looked  upon  as  ground- 
lefs  and  extravagant,  and  the  court  gave  themfelves  but 
little  concern  about  it  further  than  to  obferve,  that  if  he 
had  any  pretence  to  the  lands,  his  title  would  be  fairly 
tried  upon  the  fpot,  where  by  law  and  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general  in  1677,  it 
ought  to  be  tried.  After  this,  Randolph  *  brought  to 
Bolton  the  King’s  letter  of  Oftober  the  21ft  1681,  -f 
complaining  “  that  the  collector  had  not  been  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  office  to  any  effect,  that  attachments  had  been 
brought  againft  him  and  his  officers  for  doing  their 
duty,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  depofit  money 
before  he  could  bring  an  adtion  againft  offenders,  that 


he  faid,  he  fhould  not  take  the  King’s  money,  and  the  King’s 
fervants  want  bread ;  he  always  lpake  againft  giving  peniions  to 
others,  and  at  fuch  a  time  as  this  it  was  a  great  oppreftion. 
While  he  had  a  roll  and  can  of  beer  he  would  not  take  the  King’s 
money.  It  is  wondered  at  by  many,  conftdering  how  ufeful  he 
was  in  the  year  88  and  following — but  enough  of  this.” 

I  hope  the  friendfhip  fhewn  by  the  family  of  Hamden  to  New- 
England  will  excufe  my  inferting  this  anecdote,  although  it  has 
no  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  colony. 

*  In  April  1681,  Randolph  fet  up  a  proteft  on  the  exchange 
in  Bofton,  againft  the  a£fs  of  the  court. 


f  “  As  for  the  large  and  particular  account  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
me  oj  the  concerns  of  the  country  in  general,  your’s  was  lent 
“  hither  to  me  to  my  houfe  here,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  where  I  have 
been  for  fome  weeks,  and  do  intend  to  ftay  fome  weeks  longer 
fo  that  I  doubt  Mr.  Randolph,  by  whom  I  fend  this,  will  be  cons 
“  e’er  1  come  to  London,  but,  when  I  fhall  be  there,  I  Half  en¬ 
deavour  to  inform  myfelf,  the  beft  I  can,  how  matters  do  ftand 
as  to  your  colony,  and  fhall  do  them  the  beft  fervice  and  friendly 
offices  I  can,  and  it  will  be  very  well  and  advifeable,  that,  upon 
“  Mr-  Randolph’s  arrival,  matters  relating  to  trade  be  fo  fettled,* 
“  abthat  there  be  n0  further  juft  complaints  upon  that  account.”  ’ 

S*r  GiorSe  D owning's  Utter  to  Governor  Bradftreet ,  ' Eaj?-HadUyt  Sett . 

28.  1681.  ,  .  "  / 


1  ( 


a 


<  c 


c < 


t  c 


appeals; 


•t,  ■■ 


Sj 


r  ’■ 


r-  "  - 


Y 


334  THE  HISTORY  OF 

*68 1  appeals,  in  matters  relating  to  the  revenue,  had  been  re¬ 
fused,  and  that  they  had  feized  into  their  hands  the  moiety 
of  forfeitures  belonging  to  his  Majefty  by  law.”  It  was 
therefore  required,  “  that  fit  perfons  be  fentover,  without 
delay,  to  aniwer  thefe  complaints,  with  powers  to  fubmit 
to  fuch  regulations  of  government  as  his  Majefty  fhould 
think  fit,  that  reftitution  be  made  of  ail  monies  levied 
from  the  officers,  that  they  be  encouraged  in  putting  the 
adls  of  trade  in  execution,  without  charge,  as  in  England, 
that  an  account  be  given  of  forfeitures  received,  and  that 
appeals  be  allowed.’5  The  court  denied  the  charge,  and  faid 
in  their  anfwer,  “  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  acknowledged 
collector,  and  his  commiffion  enrolled,  that  no  fuits  had 
been  countenanced  againtl  any  officers,  except  where  the 
fubjedt  had  been  unjuftly  vexed,  that  they  knew  of  no 
forfeitures,  except  a  fine  upon  a  mailer  of  a  (hip  for  abufing 
the  government,  that  they  would  encourage  his  officers, 
and  require  no  depoiit  for  the  future  *,  but  as  to  admitting 
appeals,  they  hoped  it  would  be  further  confidered/’ 
However,  the  (ending  over  agents  could  be  no  longer 
delayed.  At  a  court  called  in  Feb.  1681,  when  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  letter  by  Randolph  was  read,  they  determined  to 
come  to  the  choice  of  agents.  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr. 
Dudley  were  chofen,  the  court  being  much  divided. 
Mr.  Stoughton  again  utterly  refufed,  and  Mr.  Richards* 
was  chofen  in  his  (lead.  The  defign  of  taking  away  the 
charter  became  every  day  more  and  more  evident.  Agents 
impowered  to  fubmit  to  regulations  of  government,  were, 
in  other  wortft,  agents  impowered  to  furrender  their  charter. 
However,  the  general  court  would  have  been  glad  to  put 
a  more  favorable  conflrudlion  upon  it,  it  being  inconfiftent 
with  his  Majefty’s  repeated  declarations,  and  therefore 
they  diredled  their  agents  not  to  do,  or  confent  to  any  thing 
that  fhould  violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  by  charter,  or  the  government  eilabliffied  thereby. 
A  new  matter  of  charge  had  been  brought  againft  them 


Mr 

i*  l  ^ 


Richards  was  a  wealthy  merchant,  of  a  fair  character,  and 
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England,  viz.  the  coining  money.  Tins  they  excufed,.  68 1 
f  having  began  in  the  times  of  the  late  confofions,  to 
revent  Irauds  in  the  pieces  of  eight  current  among  them, 
d  f  h-y  had  treipaffed  upon  Ins  Majefty’s  preroganve, 
tas  through  ignorance,  and  they  humbly  begged  h» 
ardon.”  The  other  points  of  exception  were  aniwered 
s  before  mentioned.  The  agents  failed  may  3I  U-.  ^ 

ublic  faft  was  appointed  to  be  obferved  June  22  ,  t  trot.,-, 
he  colony,  to  pray  lor  the  prefervation  of  their  chaitef 
nd  fuccefs  to  the  agency.  Randolph  was  in  England 
iot  lon(T  after  them,  ready  to  di Icicle  every  thing  the 

*?  r  1  r  mnreal  The  oovernor  had  defired 
igents  defired  to  conceal,  iik  du  n 

dm  to  do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colony.  e 
oromifed,  in  his  anfwer,  that  it  they  wou.d  make  a  lull  fub- 
m.ffion  to  his  Majefty,  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  his 
Maiefty’s  royal  pardon,  and  the  continuance  01  their  pri- 
vile^es!  fo  far  as  that  they  (hould  have  liberty  of  conference 
and^the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  that  no  money 
(hould  be  railed  without  the  content  ot  the  people  :  tor 
other  matters,  their  agents  were  molt  proper  to  ioliciL  . 

The  aoents,  in  their  firft  letters  to  the  general  court,  ac¬ 
quainted  them,  “  that  his  Majefty  was  greatly  provoked 
by  their  fo  long  neglefting  to  fend  agents  and  they  de- 
fired  the  court  to  confider  whether  it  was  bed  to  ham  id  a 
rather  than  fatisfy  his  Majefty  as  to  the  mode  oMubmihiort 
to  the  laws  for  regulating  trade.  Once  they  fenoully  in¬ 
tended  to  fubmit  to  the  fubftance.”  They  had  not  then  beeri 
heard  before  the  council,  but  fcon  alter,  upon  prdentihg 
the  court’s  addrefs,  they  were  commanded  to  IheWthcif 
powers  and  all  their  inftrudlions,  not  publicly,  but  to  Sit 
Lionel  Jenkins,  fecretary  ot  ftate,  and  it  appearing,  upon 
perufal,  that  they  did  not  contain  fuch  powers  as  had  been 

* 

*  Tn  Feb.  1681,  Randolph  exhibited  to  the  Lords  of  the  council 
articles  of  high  mifdemeanqr  again il  a  faction  of  the  general  court 
fitting  in  Bofton,  viz,  Thomas  Danforth,  Daniel  Gookin,  Nathaniel 
Saltonflali,  Samuel  Nowell,  Richards,  D^y,  Qedriey  ^dApplfeton; 
magnates,  and  Fiftier,  Cooke,  Brattle,  Stoddard,  BathurlLHat^ 
Lorn,  Wait,  Johnfon,  Hutchinfon,  Sprague,  Cartes,  Holbrook* 
Ctjfhmg,  Hammond,  and  Pike,  deputies.  . 
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682;Z!rtid’  Were  Inl"0rmec^  by  Lord  Radnor,  that  the 

that  C'  ’i  rCm|'  C°n"  hacl  aSreed  to  report  to  his  Majefty 
unlefs  the  agents  fpeedily  obtained  fuch  powers  as 

m,ght  make  them  capable  to  fatisfy  in  all  poims  a  quo 

cafe  of  the  colony  as.  defperate,  and  left  it  to  the  court 

i  *  *ie^ln,e  Wiethcr  1C  was  mod  advifeable  to  fubmit  to 
Hs  Majefty  s  pleafure,  or  to  fuffer  a  quo  warranto  to 
i  ue.  Many  cities  had  fubrnitted.  Bermudas  *  in  the 
plantations,  and  the  city  of  London  had  refufed,  and 
quo  warranto  s  had  gone  out,  the  determination  of  which 
might  enable  the  Maffachufets  to  judge  what  would  be 
prudent  for  them  to  do.+ 

*_  Bermudas  was  the  fecond  colony,  for  many  years  fcarce  de 

tfhe  ‘"Sottheiname’  PrgIT  bting  the  firft.  The  charter  bears  date 
r  ,  ^  June  111  the  13th  year  of  King  James  1614,  by  the  name 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  city  of  London  for  die  plann 

rot  the  Som^r  fflands.”  This  charter  never  was  removed  to  the 
iony  as  that  of  the  Maflhchufets  had  been.  The  company  conti 
nued  to  meet  as  a  propriety  in  London.  A  governor  deputed  by 

ontTr"7’  Wltlia.c0“n«>  and  affembly,  exercifed  feme  degree 
of  legiflauve  power  in  the  iflands,  but  the  governor  and  comply 

In  ,L*Td°?  had  thC  /Ter,  °f  makinS  laws  not  repugnant,  P&c 
I  1663  a  law  was  made  by  the  company  that  every  veffei;  above  five 

tons,  built  in  the  ifland  without  exprefs  leave  of  the  company  fir  it 

comnlnd  °PpfInfC,’  f1.0"1'1  be  forfeited  and  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the 
mpany.  1  he  inhabitants  made  complaint  of  o-reat  oppreffion  and 

prayed  for  a  dilution  of  their  charter,  that  1  gove.^or  St  be 

appointed  by  dm  crown  and  the  fubjefts  governed  as  they  /ere  in 

rginia  and  Barbados.  True  relation  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 

t  Ramlolph  wasinceKant  June  14th  ,682  he  writes  to  the  Earl 

“  md  f/°n’  f  iilr,Majeft/  qr°  warrant0  again  ft  their  charter 
;  /  /  ‘’."S  tor  Thomas  Banforth  and  for  Samuel  Nowell,  a 

.  f.manck  preacher  and  now  a  magiftrate,  and  Daniel  Fifher 
Lh  aa  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the  articles  of 
high  mddemeanors,  I  have  now  exhibited  againft  them  in  my 
pap,rs  font  Mi.  Blaithwait,  will  m  ite  the  whole  faction  tremble^ 

Jf  the  party  were  confiderable  enough  to  revolt  upon  his  Mai 
jd.ys  resolution  to  fettle  the  plantation,  their  firft  work  would 

J  Ca  m.,c.  t0  account  for  endeavouring  openly  the  alteration 
of  their  conlhtution,  which  by  their  law  is  death.” 
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Upon  receipt  of  thefe  advices,  it  was  made  a  queftion,i682 
not  in  the  general  court  only,  but  amongft  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  whether  to  furrender  or  not.  The  opinions  of 
many  of  the  minifters,  and  their  arguments  in  fupport  of 
them,  were  given  in  writing,  and,  in  general,  it  was 
thought  better  to  die  by  the  hands  of  others, ’than  by 
their  ownj.  An  addrefs  was  agreed  upon  by  the  general 
court,  another  was  prepared  and  lent  through  the  colony 
to  be  figned  by  the  fevcral  inhabitants,  which  the  agents 
were  to  prefent  or  not,  as  they  thought  proper,  and  they 
were  inftrticted  to  deliver  up  the  deeds  for  the  province 
of  Main,  if  required,  and  it  would  tend  to  preferve  their 
charter,  otherwife  not ;  and  they  were  to  make  no  con- 
ceffions  of  any  privileges  conferred  upon  the  colony  by 
the  charter. 

Cranfield,  governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  being  on  1683 
a  vifit  at  Bofton,  advifed  to  the  agents  waiting  upon  Lord 
Hide,  and  tendering  him  an  acknowlegement  of  2000 
guineas  for  his  Majefty’s  private  iervice,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  promifed  to  reprefent  the  colony  in  a  favorable  light. 

The  court  agreed  to  the  propofol,  and  Ihewed  him  the 
letter  they  wrote  to  the  agents  thereupon,  but  he,  infa- 
moufly,  reprefented  the  colony  as  rogues  and  rebels,  and 
made  his  game  of  them  for  making  luch  an  offer,  and  the 
agents  complained  of  their  being  ridiculed  for  the  fham  put 
upon  the  country.*  Upon  the  agents  receiving  this  final 
refolution  of  tne  court,  their  bufinefs  was  at  an  end. 

It  was  immediately  determined  a  quo  warranto  fhould  go 
againft  the  charter,  and  that  Randolph  fhould  be  the 
meffenger  of  death.  1  he  agents  arrived  at  Bofton  the 
23d  of  Odtober  1683,  an(^  the  fame  week  Randolph  ar- 

t  The  clergy  turned  the  fcale  for  the  laft  time.  The  balance 

which  they  had  held  from  the  beginning  they  were  allowed  to  re¬ 
tain  no  longer. 

O 

Truly  Sir  if  you  was  here  to  fee  how  we  are  ridiculed  bv 
our  bed  friends  at  court  for  the  /ham  Cranfield  hath  put  upon  you, 
it  wou  d  gneve  you.  I  will  allure  you,  whatever  letters  he  hath 
fhewn  you,  his  Majefty  laft  night  told  my  friend  that  he  had  re- 
prefented  us  as  difloyal  rogues.”  Dudley  to  jiradfirtet,  Feb.  »6S/2. 

^  3  rived 
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f£hA:  qu°  WaT'°’  -  »  d'clar«ion  from  ,l« 

weak,  :X  <* 

z  z:  « tehe„'S 

Copies  of  r  h‘f.  8°vernment  there.  Two  hundred 

3rr  pr;XeedmgS  againit  the  charter  of  London 

•£  0  lfr  ry  «"* 

rsr  "frn  t5efpa,ring  of  any& Ili'ccefi  from 

'  s  ptiliCCI  the  foi  0\v  HP-  VofP  •  <c  TpL,  •  n 
cc  k -,«,*»  „  ~  ,*  ,  ,  L,5  v uuc  •  i  ne  ma^iitrare^ 

Lftv  uT'.1'  Tc  an1hl’rnbIe  addrefs  be  fent  to  his  Ma- 
.  *  y  -  y  this  fhip,  declaring  that,  upon  a  ferious  cm 

toZZ01  his  LZZZZ 

<■  rion  'hha  M<  ?  rm0,e  Plrticlllarl>'  Ktlwdedm. 

V  our  charterer)  ft.ch Tn,T  10  "**« 

ct  or  ,  .  •  ’  !n  ‘ufh  3  manner  as  fhal!  be  for  his  fervice 

aitm-fan°r°d  ^  hlS  co!on>%  and  without  any  other 

'  ,  uZ W  '  “  for  the  f"PP»m  of  M. 

hie  >u  •  o  ,,tre’  wc  wul  n°t  prefume  to  contend  with 

*b%*&n’a  ?arkof  law’ but  kumb,y  l*y  ourfdv« 

deciared  f  d  '1  ’  !°  3  fubniiffion  to  his  pleafure  fo 

turner,  f  lhat  W£  aVC  rdbIved’  **  the  next  °PPor’ 
‘“MaieflV  LnC  °Ur4  aSents’  '.rn powered  to  receive  his 

«  deLuV  f  ■  ands  accordinSly-  And,  for  laving  a 
;t  ,,  k  for  nen-appearance  upon  the  return  of  the  writ 

„  Ct’!°  ^arran'0’  that  lo.me  meet  perfon  or  perfons  be 
ppointed  arid  impoweted  by  letter  of  attorney,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  maice  defence,  until  our  agents  may  make  their 

haveeaDa^nvfl'bTfi0r’  3S  al>ove-  Ths  magnates 

Lethren  ‘the  Wlth,  re-erence  t0  the  confent  of  their 
b.etLen  the  deputies  hereto.  Edward  Raw.son, 

-  15th  Nov.  ,683.  Secretary.’1' 

* 

plo.Xr'1  l ?n|%  :,"^fe4'th,C  -;0Wn  r°  he  fct  °»  fi«Pby  his 
:^o^k»4Vi.  -  “nU  “  ^  “eared  almanack, 
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This  lay  In  thehoufe,  under  confideration,  a  fortnight,  1683 
and  was  then  paflfed  upon  as  follows : 

“  Nov.  30,  1683.  The  deputies  confent  not,  but 
ft  adhere  to  their  former  bills.  Wm,  Torrey,  Cler.” 

Had  this  been  made  an  a£t  of  the  general  court,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  confequent  adminiftration  of  govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  lefs  arbitrary  than  it  was,  upon  the 
judgment  againft  the  charter;  but,  upon  the  revolution, 
they  might  have  reaflumed  their  charter,  as  Rhode-Ifland* 
and  Connedticut  did  their  refpedtive  charters,  there  having- 
been  no  judgment  againft  jthenrf. 

A  letter  of  attorney  was  fent  to  Mr.  Humphrys,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  anfwer  for  the  province.  Addrefies  were  fent, 
one  after  another,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  September,  a 
fcire  facias  was  received  by  Mr.  Dudley  and  communicated 
to  the  governor,  who  called  a  fpecial  court.  The  time  for 
their  appearance  at  Weftminfter  was  paft  before  it  was  re- 

*  Rhode  Hand  mide  a  full  furrender  of  their  charter  as  appears 
by  the  following  advertifeinent  in  the  London  gazette,  Windfor 
Sept.  13,  1684.  “  His  Majefty  has  gracioufly  received  the  addrefs 
“  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Hand  and  Providence  plantations  in  New- 

England,  humbly  reprefenting,  that  upon  the  fignification  of  a 

writ  of  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter,  they  had  refolved  in 
i(  a  general  aftembly  not  to  ftand  fuit  with  his  Majefty,  but  wholly 
“  to  fubmit  to  his  royal  pleafure  themfelves  and  their  charter, 
il  whereof  his  Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  accept  the  furrender.” 

The  order  in  council  to  the  attorney  general  to  bring  writs  of  quo 
warranto  againft  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Hand  was  dated  July  13, 

1685. 

Connecticut  had  the  offer  of  being  annexed  to  MafTachufets  or 
New  York.  They  prayed  the  continuance  of  their  privileges,  bur 
if  they  mu  ft  lofe  their  charter  they  chofe  to  he  annexed  to  Mafia- 
chufets.  This  was  conftrued  a  furrender. 

f  However  agreeable  to  law  this  diftinCtion  might  be,  yet  equity 
does  not  feem  to  favour  it.  The  charter  of  London  was  adjudged 
forfeited  upon  a  long  argument  of  the  greateft  lawyers  in  the  nation. 

The  MafTachufets  was  decreed  forfeited  upon  default  of  appearance. 

Not  only  the  charter  of  London  but  all  the  charters  in  the  King’s 
dominions  I  fuppofe  (unlefs  Bermudas  is  an  exception)  whether  fur- 
rendered  or  whether  there  had  been  judgment  againft  them,  wcr« 
re-ailumed  except  that  of  the  MafTachufets. 

Y  4  ceived 
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We  Sdreff  “l’'”nr"'e,r’  tha"  ,:inother  hum- 

judgment  was  tn,  a1  '  1  he  “fe  'vas  *lperate,  and 
^  Mr.  Rawfon,  Ju|y  ot  whld>  «*  reived 

commended  rhp  t.r^T  •  •  T  ^uvcrnor  ,  and  re- 

fts  SXte 

4»g  c„IE"  r  &  z 

The  firft  £efadaeed;nrSW’ere  P  this  form  and  order. 

,6^p:|cr^d;Uere?^^^SSMiddl£fex> b— « 

ft£riff’ re- 

council  for  time,  to  fend  w  ^ewVn^/^i'f  lnWfl  b7  his 

under  the  cofpdration  feal  to  EnSidnt-  for  a  letter  of  attorney 

facias’s,  until  Michael n,t  term  thetfn"  ^  ^  to  Ulofe  ^ 
Mr.  Attorney  fliould  b»  attended  il  •'"vt’  wilen  tlls  court  ordered 

tif  that  term  ivhv  the  Tfendanl  i  u’  t0  caulVthe  laid  day 

r  Mr.  Attorney  moved  ^  ?  W 

b“'  ”TOd “d 

«  ftr  M*  M.jslty  „ 

»if=  .kAalH,  «L  L';Sn'y  “"f""  “  b=  «*  ■“«.  hw. 

•m  «»“  Z&SiSrjSSJS^ 

a.  they  1„J  °  “  f™">  Nw-E.gl.rd,'  fo, 

in  cffcft,  givinl^o  tLc  at  llKr  ^  C°  perf°rm  ?  matter,  it  Us, 
fatal  to  no  time  given.  ’  r  a  tlme  il0t  !ufhcicnt  was  equally 

si!  to° hal'eXteiTgtVe^  th". *°  tirae  ouSht  at 

cUtornevs  in  court  it  ill  timp^  <■  *'  corporations  ought  to  have 

And  fofet **  ,UP°"  aId  ?<=calions. 

was  entred  as  in  the  copy.  Ppea‘  “nd  P!cad>  and  judgment 

vacated.  £a,<i  hL  d’U  n°£  Wnte  as  t0  a  government  the  charter  being 
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fend  their  deputies  in  the  year  1684.  Little  bufinefs  wasi684 
done  at  the  court.  The  people,  indeed,  (hewed  fome  re- 
fentment  again!!:  the  magiftrates,  \frho  had  been  forward 
for  furrendering.  Mr.  Dudley,  Richards  and  Brown 
were  dropped,  Cooke,  Johnfon  and  Hutchinfon  chofe  in 
their  (lead.  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  governor*,  Mr.  Stoughton, 
Bulkeley,  Saltonfta.ll  and  Gidney  had  fewer  votes  than 
uiual.  There  feems  to  have  been  as  much  indifference  in 
the  legiflature  about  public  affairs  in  a  6S5,  expeftin.o- 168/5 
every  day  to  be  fuperfeded.  0  5 

The  eleftion  for  1686  was  the  12th  of  May.  Mr.i6S6 
Dudley  being  left  out,  Mr.  Stoughton,  from  complaifance 
to  him,  refilled  to  ferve.ff 

The  15th,  the  Rofe  frigate  arrived  from  England,  with 
a  commiffion  to  Mr.  Dudley^,  as  prefident,  and  divers 
others,  gentlemen  of  the  council,  to  take  upon  them  the 

*  rn,  ,  ,  ,  adminiftration 

■  The  governor  haa  690  votes,  Danforth  had  651  for  governor 

f  One  Jofeph  Redknap  died  at  Bofton  at  the  age  of  no.  He 
came  over  at  60,  had  been  a  wine  cooper  in  London. 

.  t  Dudley,  when  he  found  he  could  do  his  country  no  fervice 
m  -his  agency,  that  he  might  not  wholly  lofe  his  labour,  took 
meafures  to  lerve  himfelf,  and  had  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
com  t  when  lie  was  in  London.  After  his  return  he  kept  up  3 
.friendly  correfpondence  with  Randolph,  who  warmly  efpoufed 
hts  mtereft,  and  writes,  July  18th,  84,  to  Col.  Shrimpton-b  No 
better  news  could  have  come  to  me,  than  to  hear  Mr.  Dudlev 
principally,  was  left  out  of  the  election,  the  fitter  man  to  ferve 
his  King  and  country,  m  an  honourable  ftation,  for  they  have 
dec kred  aim  fo;”_and  again  the  26th.  “  I  am  extremely  fo 
Iwttous  that  Mi  Dudley  might  have  the  foie  government  of 
New-England,  for  no  man  better  underftands  the  conftitudon 

iefty^affdrs “  butaiTddhath  and  t0  his 

jetty  s  affairs,  but  I  dare  not  openly  appear  in  it,  left  it  be 

thouj?ilt  ther.e  >.s  fome  private  defign  in  it,  but  I  am,  upon  all 
•  occafions,  hinting  his  merit  to  his  friends.”— But  however  ~ 
obnoxious  Mr.  Dudley  had  rendered  himfelf,  yet  he  ’was  with 
Jefs  re  utance,  received  as  their  chief  ruler,  at  this  time  from  a 
general  expectation,  which  had  obtained,  of  Kirk’s  being  fent  over 

them  oeftSeSd0rrnmen(-t’-  ^  (Humphries)  had  advifed 

r  tnf  danger°f  lt:’  and  expeted  fomethino-  of  the 

.  me  tragedy  he  had  been  afting  in  the  weft  of  England.  Mr 

Mon,  in  a  letter  to  Hinkley,  July  ,68S,  writes,  thft  “  Colonei 
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admifliftration  of  government.  A  copy  of  the  commiffion 
was  pr ciented,  and  the  following  anfwer  reiolved  upon  bv 
tne  court,  nemine  contradicente.  r 

“  Gentlemen, 

We  have  perufed  what  you  left  with  us,  as  a  true 
copy  of  his  Majefty’s  commiffion,  (hewed  to  us  the  17th 
initant,  impowering  you  for  ihe  governing  of  his  Ma- 
jeity’s  iubjedfs  inhabiting  this  colony,  and'ocher  places 
ui.acin  mentioned.  You  then  applied  to  us,  not  as  a 
governor  and  company,  but  (as  you  were  pleafed  to 
term,  us)  feme  of  the  principal  gentlemen  and  chief  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  feveral  towns  of  the  Mafiachufets, 
amongft  otner  difcourle,  laying,  it  concerned  us  to  con- 
huer  what  therein  might  be  thought  hard  and  uneafy ; 
upon  perufal  whereof,  we  find,  as  we  conceive,  Firft, 
i  hat  there  is  no  certain  determinate  rule  for  your  ad- 
miniflradon  of  juffice,  and  that  which  is,  feems  to  be 
too  a.  bitraiy.  Secondly,  That  the  fubjefts  are  abridged 
of  their  liberty,  as  Engiifhmen,  both  in  the  matters 
of  legiflation  and  in  laying  of  taxes,  and  indeed  the 
whole  unqueftioned  privilege  of  the  fubjeft,  transferred 
upon  you  delves,  there  not  being  the  leaft  mention  of 
an  affembly  in  the  commiffion,  and  therefore  we  think 
“  it  highly  concerns  you  to  confider  whether  fuch  a  com- 
“  miffion  be  fafe  for  you  or  us  •,  but  if  you  are  fo  fatisfied 
“  therein,  as  that  you  hold  yourfelves  obliged  thereby, 
“  and  fio  take  upon  you  the  government  of  this  people, 
“  although  we  cannot  give  our  affent  thereto,  yet  we  hope 
“  we  (hall  demean  ourfelves  as  true  and  loyal  fubjecls  to 
“  his  Majefty,  and  humbly  make  our  addrefTes  unto  God, 
and  in  due  time  to  our  gracious  prince,  for  our  relief) 
May  20th  1  686.  By  order,  Edw.  .Rawson*  Sec’y. 

“  These  for  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq;  and  the  reft  of  the 
“  gentlemen  named  in  his  Majefty’s  commiffion.” 

Kirke,  whom  his  late  Majefty  appointed  and  deiigned  to  be  our 
.governor,  is  confirmed  by  his  pi  dent  Majefty,  and  is  preparing  to 
i ail  with  two  frigates,  and  may  be  expected  in  4  or  5  weeks.”  This 
s  before  his  and  leftnes’s  campaign,  as  King  James  called  it,  in 

. but  after  the  news  of  the  tragedies  there,  Raw  Ton 

Our  condition  is  awful.”  The 
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K  '  i 

The  court  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  theiri686 
cuftody  fuch  papers  as  referred  to  the  charter,  and  titles 
of  land,  by  purchafe  from  the  Indians  or  otherwife,  and 
ordered  the  fecretary  to  deliver  the  fame,  and  adjourned 
to  the  fecond  Wednefday  in  October. 

The  25th  of  May  the  prefident  and  council  met,  and 
his  Maje fly’s  commiflion  was  published. 

New  Plimouth,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Ifland,  who 
were  krfs  obnoxious,  and  had  been  more  pliant  than  the 
MafTachufets,  were  all  to  be  in  like  degree  fufferers,  al¬ 
though  not  included  in  Mr.  Dudley’s  commiflion,*  the 
execution  was  only  refpited  a  few  months. 

We  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  affair^  of  New-PIT 
mouth  fince  the  year  [676.  Having  conquered  Philip’s 
country  of  Mount-Hope,  now  Briftol,  it  was  confirmed  to 
that  colony  by  K.  Charles.  The  MafTachufets  had  applied 
for  it.  Mr.  Window,  the  governor  of  Plimouth,  died  in 
1680,  Dec.  1 8th,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas  Hinklcy, 
who  continued  until  that  colony  was  included  in  the  fame 
commiflion  with  the  MafTachufets,  &c.  It  was  agreed, 
that  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth  could  confer  no  powers 
of  government.  They  had  nothing  therefore  to  fupport 
them  at  New-Plimouth,  but  the  King’s  approbation,  from 
time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings.  It  might  then  well  be 
expedled  that  they  fhould  abt  with  great  caution,  to  avoid 
giving  offence.  They  had  been  amufed,  from  year  to 
year,  with  affurances  that  the  King  would  grant  them  a 
charter.  Such  an  one  as  Connecticut  had  received  they 
prayed  for.  1  he  name  of  the  MafTachufets  was  odious. 

1  he  governor  kept  upon  good  terms  with  Randolph,  who 
engaged  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  obtain  the 


*  I  find  the  following  paflage  in  a  letter  from  Ireland,  March  26th 
1 684.  Our  1  ali  packet  trom  England  brings  us  news  of  two 
very  loyal  addreffes  to  his  Majefty,  one  from  New-Plimouth  and 
the  other  fi oin  Connecticut,  which  were  both  very  gracioiiilv 
received,  by  which  I  fufpeft  you,  of  the  MafTachufets,  are  mor« 
whiggifh,  and  your  neighbours  more  t  ryifb,  to  exprefs  it  in 
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x 68 ^charter.*  They  had  orders  to  fend  over  a  copy  of  their 
patent,  in  order  to  form  a  new  one,  in  which  the  Nara- 
ganfet  country  was  to  be  included  ;  but,  upon  the  quo 
warranto  coming  over  to  Maftachufets,  Mr.  Blaithwait 
wrote  to  the  governor,  Sept.  27th  1683,—“  I  muftdeal 
plainly  with  you.  It  is  not  probable  any  thin"  will  be 
“  determined,  in  that  behalf,  until  his  Majefty  do  fee  an 
“  1  Hue  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Maffachufets  co- 
‘‘  lony,  and  that,  upon  regulating  their  charter,  that  colony 
e  brought  under  Inch  an  aftual  dependance  upon  the 
“  crown  as  becomes  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts.  From  hence 
“  “  be,  that  your  patent  will  receive  it’s  model  *  and 
“  although  you  may  be  affured  of  all  you  defire,  yet  it 
“  Wl11  be  expe&ed  that,  in  acknowledgment  of  fo  meat 
‘‘  ™vo\5’  luch  Provifions  may  be  inferred  as  are  neceffary 
,  tor  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty’s  authority.”  After 
this,  they  could  have  no  great  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs. 
However,  they  continued  their  purfuit,  and  in  Nov  1682' 
they  forwarded  another  addrefs,  wherein  they  congratm 
lated  his  Majefty  upon  his  deliverance,  in  anfwer  to  their 
prayers  they  hoped,  from  the  late  horrid  confpiracyr, 
and  they  had  appointed  the  15th  inftant  for  a  day  of 
folemn  thankfgiving,  for  the  falvation  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  perfon  from  that  and  other  hellifh  confpiracies 
They  go  on  to  pray  his  Majefty’s  favor,  in  granting  them  a 
charter,  having  lent  over  a  true  copy  of  their  patent  from 
the  council  of  Plimouth.  Randolph  writes  to  the  "overnor 
of  Plimouth  the  4th  of  March  following,  that  heliad  pre¬ 
sented  the  addrefs,  with  the  neceflary  amendments,  to  his 
Majefty  in  council,  that  it  would  be  printed,  was  °raciouily 
received,  and  that  they  would  find  the  benefit  of  it,  in 
difpatch,  and  fettlement  of  f heir  colony.  Upon  the  death 
or  King  Charle,,  they  were  diftinguifhed  by  King  James 
Jiom  the  other  colonies,  by  a  letter  under  his  fign  manual  '|l' 
acquainting  them  with  his  accefiion  to  the  throne,  the 


c  \  ^  11 !  ° l'r*  Jame-  Cudworth,  as  their  assent,  in  1681,  to 

/omen  their  patent,  but  he  died  foon  after  his  arrival. 

•  r.-.M  mu't  be  the  pretettant  nlet.  j  June  26th  1685. 


great 


great  things  the  parliament  had  done,  the  defeat  of  Ar-1686 
gyle,  and  the  landing  of  Monmouth,  and  the  care  taken  to 
prevent  his  fuccefs,  all  to  prevent  any  falfe  and  malicious 
rumours  that  might  be  fpread  among  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts 
at  that  diftance.  An  addrefs  was  fent  to  the  King,  upon 
his  accefTion,  taking  notice  of  the  affurances  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  royal  brother,  and  praying  that  his 
Majefty  would  fulfil  them.  This  was  the  laft  effort*. 
Connecticut  kept  more  filent,  inactive  and  referved,  fub- 
mitting  when  compelled  to  it,  and  reaffuming  their  rights 
as  foon  as  they  had  opportunity  for  irf\ 

.  To 

,  i 

♦  '  v'j  *  >i.  “•  •  -  tf!  i‘l  '  *?’ 

king  Charles’s  grant,  under  his  fign  manual,  of  Philip’s 
country,  is  in  thefe  words,  “We  have  taken  into  our  royal  confi- 
deration,  hew  that,  by  your  loyalty  and  good  conduct  in  that  war, 
you  have  been  the  happy  inftruments  to  enlarge  our  dominions,  and 
to  bring  that  new  territory  of  Mount-Hope  into  a  more  immediate 
dependance  upon  us.  We  are  therefore  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
and  grant,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  full  and 
entire  property  of  the  faid  territory  or  fcope  of  land,  commonly 
called  Mount-Hope,  containing,  by  common  eftimation,  feven 
thoufand  acres,  be  the  fame  more  or  lefs,  for  the  foie  and  proper 
ufe  and  behoof  of  yourfelves  and  the  reft  of  our  faid  colony  of 
New-Plimouth,  to  be  hblden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceftbrs,  as  of 
our*caftle  of  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  yielding  and  paying, 

&c.  feven  beaver  {kins  'each  and  every  year,  &q.” 

This  country  of  Mount-Hope,  with  feveral  townfhips  and  parts 
°f  town  {hips,  always  reputed  part  of  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth, 
by  a  new  line,  never,  until  then,  conceived  bv  any  perfon  whatfa- 
ever,  was,,  in  the  year  1741,  by  commiffioners  from  New-York,  &c. 
determined  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Rhode-Ifland  charter,  and 
this  determination,  perhaps,  for  want  of  proper  evidence,  which 
might  have  been  produced  on  the  part  of  the  Maftachufets,  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  his  late  Majefty  in  council. 

.In  this  and  other  controverlies  about  boundaries,  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  the  Maftachufets  province  to  have  been  reprefented  as 
too  great  and  powerful  a  province,  that  his  Majefty’s  fmall  province 
ot  New- H  amp  Hi  ire,  the  fmall  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  were  on- 
prefted  and  born  down  ,  &c. 

t  The  condition  of  the  diftenters  in  England,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  2d,  had  caufed  many  of  them  to 
turn  their  thoughts  again  towards  New-England.  “  Divers  per- 
fono  in  England  and  Ireland,  gentlemen,  citizens  and  others, 

being 
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l686taJn°faV0id  an7  intkerruPti0n  in  reIatinS  the  ^veral  fteps 
taken  for  vacating  the  charter,  we  have  patted  over  lb  me 

events,  the  remembrance  of  which  fliould  be  preferved 
i  he  Indians  at  the  eaftward,  continued  their  hoftilitik 
alter  thole,  at  the  weltward,  were  fubdued  and  difperfed. 
In  Auguft  1676,  they  furprized  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond,  an  ancient  trader  at  Kenebeck,  and,  from  thence 
crofted  over  to  Arovvfick  ifland,  were  there  was  a  large 
houle,  with  what  was  there  efteemed,  a  rtrong  fort,  built 
round  it,  belonging  to  Major  Clark  and  Capt.  Lake*  tuo 
merchants  of  Bofton,  who  owned  the  ifland  and  great  part 
of  tW  main  land  near  ,0  I,  The  Indians  hid  ihemfdU, 
in  the  nighc  under  the  walls  of  the  fort.  When  the  cen- 

II'  J  f  h“  fta"0nu“  *”*  of  'he  Indians  fol- 

lo  sed  him  in  at  the  fort  gate,  whilft  the  reft  ran  to  the 

port  holes,  and  fhot  down  every  perfon  they  law.  Cant 

Lake,  finding  the  Indians  had  pottelTed  themlelves  of  the 

fort,  eicaped  with  Capt.  Davis  +  and  two  others,  at  a  back 

door,  to  the  waterfide,  intending  to  pafs  to  another  ifland 

near  to  Arowlick.  Capt.  Lake  was  killed  juft  as  he  landed 

His  bones  were,  after  fome  time,  found  and  brought  to 

bdng  inclined  to  remove  themfelves  into  foreign  parts,  wh»re  thev 
may  .enjoy,  without  int  rruption,  the  public  exercife  of  chriftian 
religion,  according  to  what  they  apprehend  of  divine  inftitution 
have  prevailed  with  Mr.  Blackwell  to  make  your  count^a  v  Tt’ 
and  enquire  whether  they  may  be  there  welcome,  and'  w bethel 
they  may  reafonably  expeft  that  liberty  they  promife  then  fel  es 
and  others,  who  will  attend  their  motion.”  '  L  ,tcr  ,rom  Dan  cl « 

1 0  Gov-  Bradjircet,  London  0.?.  10.  1684..  The  alteration  whi  -K 
happened  preiently  after,  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  col-nv  w~'s 

fomeE  of  dT1  dliC0“ra§e  this  emigration.  At  the  famv  ’time,- 
lome  of  the  proteftants  m  France,  after  a  relation  of  their  miiera- 

— “  NewInFnr|nC!’  conclaJe  3  letjer  h'om  Rachel  iftOftober  1684 
Ncw-England,  the  country  where  you  live,  is  in  preat  elicem* 

T  and  a  great  many  other  p  oteftants,  intend  to  go  there  '  Tdf 

H  you  plea fe,  what  advantage  we  can  have,  ami  particular!,  the 

peafants  who  are  ufed  to  the  plough.  If  fomebodv  at  your  country 

would  fend  a  11, tp  here  to  fetch  over  French  proteftants,  he  would 
make  great  gain.  r  a 

*  Lake  \vas  tlie  ancc^r  of  the  late  Sir  Bible  Lake 

f  Davis  was  alter  wards- of  Lie  council  for  Ma/hchuiets  province. 

Bofton, 


/ 
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Bofton.  Davis  was  wounded,  but  made  his  efcape,  as  did  1686 
the  other  two.  At  thefe  two  houfes,  fifty  three  EnHifh 
were  killed  and  taken.  The  news  of  this  ftroke  broke 
vp  all  the  plantations  at  and  near  Kenebeck,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  tranfporting  themfelves  to  Pifcataqua  and  Bofton,  or 
fome  other  place  of  fecurity.  This  brought  the  Indians 
further  weft  ward,  toCafco,  Spurwinck,  Black-point,  Wells, 
and  CapeNidduck,  within  the  bounds  of  York,  at  all  which 
places  they  did  more  or  lefs  mifchief.  Mupv,  a  noted 
Indian,  well  known  to  the  Englifh*,  was  at  the  head  of 
the  enemy.  The  prifoners,  by  his  means,  were  treated 
with  more  humanity  and  courtefy  than  had  been  known 
and  he  fent  one  or  two  of  them  to  Pifcataqua,  in  order  to 
ranfom  their  friends ;  but  the  goods  lent  for  their  ranfom 
were  ft, zed  by  other  Indians.  Mugg  himfelf  came  to 
1  ilcataqua,  and  afterwards  to  Bofton,  where,  in  behalf  of 
Madockawando  and  Cheberrina,  fachems  of  Penobfcot, 
he  entered  into  treaty  with  the  governor  and  council! 

>ov.  13th  1676.  This  was  the  firft  treaty  with  any  of 
the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians.  “  They  promifed  to 
ceafe  all  aeffs  of  hoflility,  to  return  the  captives,  to  do 
their  utmoft  to  repair  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  En°-lilh, 
to  buy  no  powder  or  ammunition  of  any  other  than°per- 
lons  deputed  by  the  governor,  provided  they  could  have  a 
lupply  in  that  way,  and  to  account  all  other  eaftern  Indians 
in  the  number  of  their  enemies,  who  did  not  afient  to  the 
fame  covenant  and  agreement. ”  No  mention  is  made  of 
any  lubjeftion  to  the  government  of  the  colony,  or  to  the 
King  of  England,  but  they  are  confidered  as  a  free  inde- 
pendent  people.  The  treaty  is  at  large  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s 
hiftory  ot  the  war.  The  Indians  continued,  notwithftand- 
*nS.  to  do  mifchief  on  the  eaftern  frontier  in  1677,  when 
Major  Andros,  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion  from  the  Duke 


of  York,  having  placed  forces  at  Pemaquid,  the  I 


7 


the 


i 


i 
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3  6S6the  weftern  frontiers,  by  40  or  50  Indians  faid  to  be 
river  Indians*,  but  whether  Connefticut  or  Hud  ion’s  river 
is  not  mentioned.  This  was  the  19th  of  September  1677. 
They  furprized  many  of  Hatfield,  as  they  were  railing  a 
houfe  and  unarmed,  and  killed  and  carried  away  about 

twenty,  and  the  next  day  took  three  or  four  more  from 
Deerfield. 

By  the  advice  of  the  governor  of  New-York,  com- 
miffioners  were  lent,  about  this  time,  from  the  Mafiachu-* 
fets  and  Conne&icut,  to  the  Maqua’s,  to  fecure  their 
fi  iendfhip  to  the  Englifh  intereft  in  general  and  to  entfa^e 
them  againlt  the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians,  who  had 
been  their  ancient  enemies.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  firft 

treaty-)-  between  the  Mohawks,  or  Five  Nations,  and  the 
Maflachufets  colonyj. 

In 


Indlans  which  originally  belonged  to  Connedicut  river,  after 
hll,‘P  s  war>  ^moved  to  a  place  called  Scatacook,  and  were  known 
by  tne  name  of  Scatacook  Indians,  and  when  there  have  been  trea¬ 
ties  with  the  Six  Nations,  more  or  lefs  of  thefe  Indians  have  gene- 
rally  been  prelent.  They  proved  a  heavy  fcourge  to  the  count)'  of 
.Hampfhire,  joining  with  the  French  and  Canada  Indians,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  revenged  themfelves  of  the  Englilh.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  moil  of  the  houies  upon  Connefticut  river  for  40  years  before 

™elr  TIrn°v.a1’  Aey  ferved  as  pilots  in  the  frequent  invifions’ during 
King  William’s  and  Queen  Ann’s  wars.  6 

t  Pynchon  and  Richards  were  fentto  Albany  in  1677,  in  order  to 
demand  the  delivery  of  fome  eaftern  Indians  among  the  Mohawks 
but  governor  Andros  perfuaded  them  to  defift. 

t  In  i6So,_  the  people  were  greatly  furprized  with  the  appearance 
of  a  comet,  firft  difcovered  the  18th  of  November,  and  vilible  the 
10th  op  February,  after  which,  for  a  few  days  it  could  be  difcerned 
by  telefcopes.  “  Dec.  16th,  its  appearance  is  very  terrible,  for, 
though  the  head  be  fmall,  yet  the  tail  is  near  jo°’in  length,  and 
alcends  almolt  to  our  zenith,  growing  continually  broader,  and 
is  bnghteft  on  the  Tides,  elpecially  the  fouth,  the  middle  bein^ 
confiderably  darker  than  the  Tides.”  Interleav'd  Almanack. 

Aug.  17th  i68z,  another  comet  appeared,  and  continued  until  the 
15  th  of  September  “  The  head  or  liar  much  bigger  than  that 
°  1680,  and  of  a  dim  colour,  though  the  coma,  or  blaze,  was 

much  1  mailer,  not  even  extending  above  150  in  leneth.”  Idem. 
It  was  the  general  opinion,  that  any  unufual  appearances  'in  the 
heavens  were  prefaces  of  calamities  coming  upon  the  world. 


Nov . 
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In  the  year  1685,  Mr.  Binkley,  governor  of  Plimouth,i686 
fent,  to  the  corporation  in  England,  an  account  of  the 
praying  Indians  then  in  that  colony.  They  amounted 
to  1439,  be  Tides  boys  and  girls  under  12  years  old,  which 
were fuppofed  to  be  more  than  three  times  that  number*. 


Nov.  27,  1676,  “  A  fire  broke  out  in  Boflon  about  5  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  at  one  Wakefield’s  houle,  by  the  Red  Lion,  by  a  candle  care- 
lefly  fet,  which  To  prevailed,  that  it  burnt  down  about  45  dwelling- 
houfes,  the  north  meeting  houfe,  and  feveral  warehoufes ;  the  wind 
was  at  fouth-eail  when  it  began,  and  blew  hard  ;  foon  after  it  veered 
fouth,  and  brought  fo  much  rain,  as  much  prevented  further  mif- 
chief,  without  which,  all  that  end  of  the  town  had  probably  been 
laid  in  allies,  and  Charleftown  alfo  endangered,  by  the  flakes  of  fire 
which  were  carried  over  the  river.”  Id. 

Aug.  8,  1 6/ <7,  about  midnight  a  terrible  fire  began  at  one 
Grofs’s  houfe,  the  fign  of  the  three  mariners,  near  the  dock  in 
Bofton.  All  tho  warehoufes,  and  a  great  number  of  dwelling-  houfes 
with  veflels  then  in  the  dock,  were  confumed.  It  continued°till  near 
noon  the  next  day ;  the  moll  woeful  defolation  that  Bollon  ever 
faw;  eighty  odd  dwelling-houfes,  and  feventy  odd  warehoufes,  with 
feveral  veflels  and  their  lading  confumed  to  alhes.  The  whole  lofs 
computed  to  be  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  ”  Id. 


*  The  particular  places  where  thefe  Indians  then  lived  were, 
At  Pawmet  Billingfgate  and  Eailham  or  Naufet  2 Cm 

At  Manamoyet  -  -  .  _  .  l 

At  Sackatucket  and  Nobfcuffet  -  -  T*i 


At  Matakeefee 
At  Skarnton  or  Scanton 
At  Malhpee 
At  SuckanefTet 
At  Monamet 
At  Saltwater  Pond 
At  Namalket  and  Titicut 
At  Namatakeefet 
At  Moxiffet 

At  Cooxit  •  * 

At  Seconet 


70 

51 

141 

-  72 

no 

90 
.  70 

-  40 

-  85 
120' 

.3  Z  '  9° 

*439 


CHAP. 


350 


the  history  of 

I  '  m  * 


CHAP.  III. 

From  the  dilToIution  of  the  charter  in  1 68(5’, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  province  charter  in  x 602.  * 

STV/fR.  Dudley's  fhort  adminiftration  was  not  very 
lVJ.  grievous  *  The  houfe  of  deputies,  indeed,  was 
intireJy  laid  afide  ;  but  the  people,  the  time  being  fhort 
felt  little  or  no  effeift  from  the  change. 

O 

Mr. 

*  “J  have  forbore  writing  to  your  grace,  until  I  have  been 
lome  time  in  the  place,  to  fee  how  the  people  here  would  demean 
themlelves  under  this  new  government.  At  my  find  arrival,  I  met 
wnh  outward  expreffions  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  and  many  feemed 
wexl  pleafed  at  the  change,  having  been  {truck  with  a  panick  fear 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  Col.  Kirk’s  coming  hither  to  be  their 
governor ;  but  finding  a  commiflron  d&e&ed  to  a  gontleman  amongd 
themlelves,  the  then  governor  and  company,  growing  hardy,  be¬ 
gan,  by  their  minifters,  to  tempt  Mr.  Dudley  not  to  accept  of 
his  Maj city’s  commiffion  to  be  prefident,  hoping  thereby  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  government  amongd  themfelves ;  but°that  failing  them, 
they  adjourned  the  meeting  of  their  general  aiTembly  to  the  zd  of 
October  next,  and  broke  up  with  hopes,  that,  either  by  fome  un- 
nappy  accidents  in  the  affairs  of  date  at  home,  or  fome  diffention, 
raifed  by  their  artifices  among  the  members  in  this  new  govern - 
ment,  they  mignt  prevail  fo  far  as  to  diffolve  this  conftitution/' 
and  reaffume  the  government,  which- to  accompliih,  they  are  very 
folicitous.  Of  a  prefident  and  18  members  of  the  council,  there 
is  only  myfelf,  fince  Mr.  Mafon’s  departure  for  England,  that  is 
of  the  church  of  England.  It  was  never  intended,  that  the  charge 
mould  be  fupported  by  myfelf  and  fome  few  others  of  our  commu¬ 
nion.  I  humbly  reprefent  to  your  grace,  that  the  three  meeting- 
houfes  m  Bodon  might  pay  twenty  {hillings  a  week  each,  out  of 
theii  contributions,  towards  defraying  of  our  church  charges,  that 
fum  being  lefs  per  annum  than  each  of  their  miniders  receive. 
Thus  much,  relating  to  the  afFairs  of  our  church.  That  of  our 
date  little  differs.  Mod  part  of  our  chief  officers,  as  judices  of 
peace.  See .  are  congregational  men,  not  above  three  church  of 
England  men  are  officers  in  the  militia,  fo  that,  in  the  main,  I  can 
only  a  dure  your  Grace,  that  the  perfons  only,  and  not  the  rovem- 
metit,  is  changed.”  Rand .  letter  to  Aty.  of  Cant, 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Dudley,  having  made  Randolph  trumpeter  of  hisi 686 
attachment  to  the  prerogative  and  anfvvered  his  ends,  foon 
after  grew  cool  towards  him.  Randolph,  in  return,  vilified 
Dudley,  in  a  great  number  of  letters  he  wrote  to  London 
about  a  month  after  his  arrival ;  which  letters,  or  the  copies* 
are  prefervedf.  Mr.  Stoughton  was  Mr.  Dudley’s  chief 
confident.  He  was  not  fufpecled,  by  the  body  of  the  people* 
of  being  unfriendly,  or  of  want  of  ftrong  attachment  to  the 
religious  principles  and  to  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of 
the  country,  and  his  compliance,  in  raking  a  fhare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration,  was  charitably  fuppofed  to  be,  at  leaft  in  part, 
for  the  fake  of  keeping  out  oppreffors  and  tyrants.  Mr, 
Dudley  profeffed  as  great  an  attachment  to  the  intereft  of 
the  colony  as  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  was  very  defirous  of 


Mr.  Dudley’s  commiflion  made  him  prefident  of  the  council  for 
Maflaehufets  Bay,  New-Hamplhire  and  Main,  and  the  Naragan- 
fet  country,  or  King’s  province,  William  Stoughton  was  named 
deputy  prefident,  Simon  Bradftreet,  Robert  Mafon,  John  Fitz-Win- 
throp,  John  Pynchon,  Peter  Bulkley,  Edward  Randolph,  Wait 
Winthrop,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Ulher,  Nathanael  Saltonftall, 
Bartholomew  Gidney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  John 
Hinks,  and  Edward  Tyng  were  named  of  the  council,  not  by  fepa- 
rate  warrants,  or  by  mandamus,  but  all  in  one  commiflion. 

B elides  the  prefident,  Stoughton,  Bulkley,  Pynchon,  Gidney, 
and  Tyng  had  been  of  the  afliftants  before.  N.  Saltonftall,  who 
was  alfo  in  the  commiflion,  appeared  once  to  cxcufe  himfelf,  havino- 
a  few  days  before  taken  the  oath  of  afli’ftant.  The  governor,  Mn 
Bradftreet,  was  alfo  named,  and  the  prefident,  with  the  council, 
waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  the  14th  of  May,  immediately  upon 
opening  the  commiflion  ;  but  he  made  feveral  excufes,  and  did  not 
accept.  His  fon,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  alforefufed. 

f  Randolph  writes  to  one  of  the  nobility,  by  Mr.  Dudley  when 
he  went  to  England  agent  for  the  colony,  “  Major  Dudley  is  a  great 
oppofer  of  the  faction,  againft  which  I  have  now  articled  to  his 
Majefty.”  October  27,  1686,  he  writes  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury.  “  I  have  taken  care  to  inform  myfelf  how  the  money 
"  -fsnt  °ver  here  for  evangelizing  the  Indians  is  difpofed  of.  Here 
are  feven  perfons,  called  commiflioners,  or  truftees,  who  have 
“  the  foie  management  of  k,  the  chief  of  which  are,  Mr.  Dudley 
our  prefident, a  man  of  a  bafe,  fervile,  and  antimonarchical  prin- 
"  clPle>  Mr-  Stoughton  of  the  old  leaven,  Mr.  Richards,  a  man 
“  not  to  be  trufted  in  public  bufmefs,  Mr.  Hinkley,  a  rigid  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  others  like  to  thefe.”  &c, 

Z  2  retaining 
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i686retaimhg  their  favour.  A  letter,  the  day  he  demanded  the 
government,  to  Mr.  Mather,  then  the  minifter  of  the 
greateft  influence  in  the  colony,  is  a  proof  of  it*.  The 
people  were  not  fo  charitable  as  to  believe  him  fincere. 
However,  there  was  no  moleftation  to  the  churches  of 
the  colony,  but  they  continued  both  worfhip  and  difci- 
pline  as  before.  The  affairs  of  the  towns  were  likewife 
managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  formerly. 

Their  courts  of  juftice  were  continued  upon  the  former 
plan,  Mr.  Stoughton  being  at  the  head  of  them.  Trials 
were  by  juries  as  ufual.  Even  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
the  trials  were  by  juries  ;  but,  as  the  jurors  were  returned 
by  the  marfhal,  very  different  verdidts  were  given,  from 
what  would  have  been  given,  under  the  former  admi- 
niftration.  The  prefidenc,  as  ordinary,  took  all  matters 
of  wills  and  adminiftrations  into  his  own  hand.  In  general, 
the  former  Jaws  and  eftablifhed  cuftoms,  fo  far  as  related 
to  judicial  proceedings,  feem  to  have  been  their  rule, 
although  the  government  which  framed  them  was  dif- 
folved.  Mr.  Dudley  confidered  himfelf,  as  appointed  to 
preferve  the  affairs  of  the  colony  from  confufion  until  a 
governor  arrived,  and  a  rule  of  adminiftration  fhould  be 
more  fully  fettled.  The  neceffity  of  the  thing  juftified 
the  former  magiftrates  in  continuing,  fo  long  as  they  did, 
to  exercife  authority,  although  the  judgment  againft  the 
charter  had  been  declared  in  form  ;  otherwife,  under  the 

*  44  Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

44  I  rofe  this  morning  with  full  intention  to  wait  on  you  by 
44  eight  of  the  clock,  before  I  had  your  letter  to  put  me  forward, 
44  and  am  forry  to  find  you  from  home.  I  am  very  folicitous,  what- 
44  foever  be  the  iffue  of  the  prefent  hurry,  for  my  dear  mother  at 
44  Cambridge,  and  cannot  be  happy  if  it  do  not  flourifh.  I  never 
44  wanted  your  favour  and  advice  fo  much  as  now,  and  would  pray 
44  an  opportunity  with  you  this  evening  if  pofiible.  Sir,  lor  the 
44  things  of  my  foul  I  have  thefe  many  years  hung  upon  your  lips, 
44  and  ever  fnall  ;  and  in  civil  things  am  defirous  you  may  know 
44  with  all  plainnefs  my  reafons  of  procedurej-»and  that  they  may 
44  be  fatisfaftory  to  you.  I  am, 

44  Frorh  your  own  houfe.  Sir,  your  Servant, 

44  May  17th,  86.  Dudley/* 

fame 
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fame  adminiftration  in  England,  which  had  caufed  their  1 686 
charter  to  be  vacated,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
called  to  anfwer.  But  their  authority  was  weak.  Mr. 
Dudley  writes  to  his  friend  Randolph,  Sept.  1685.  “  I 
“  fuppofe  it  cannot  be  thought  expedient  or  fafe  to  let  the 
“  government  here  be  at  fuch  ftrange  uncertainties,  as  it 
“  mud  needs  be,  until  his  Majefty’s  pleasure  be  known.” 

Connecticut,  Plimouth,  and  Rhode  xfiand  continued 
their  former  adminiftration.  Mr.  Dudley  had  fome  dif- 
pute  with  Plimouth  governor  concerning  the  admiralty 
jurifdichon,  which  he  claimed  as  vice-admiral  of  New- 
England  ;  but  it  remained  undetermined. 

December  ip,  1686,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived 
at  Nantalket,  in  the  Kingfifber,  a  50  gun  fhip,  with  com- 
mifiion  from  king  James  for  the  government  of  New- 
England.  He  was  lefs  dreaded  than  Kirk,  but  he  was. 
known  to  be  of  an  arbitrary  difpofition.  He  kept  a 
correfpondence  with  the  colony,  whilft  he  was  governor  of 
New-York.  His  letters,  then,  difcovered  much  of  the 
di&ator.  The  deprefled  ftate  of  the  colony  prevented  a 
proper  return.  He  landed  at  Bofton  the  20th,  and  his 
com  million  was  publilhed  the  fame  day. 

The  beginning  of  his  adminiftration  gave  great  en¬ 
couragement.  He  made  high  profeftions  of  regard  to 
the  public  good  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  both  of 
merchants  and  planters,  directed  the  judges  to  adminifter 
juftice  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  ordered  the 
former  eftabliftied  rules  to  be  obferved,  as  to  rates  and 
taxes,  and  that  all  the  colony  laws  not  inconfiftent  with 
his  commiflion  ftiould  be  in  force. 

The  major  part  of  his  council  were  men,  who  although 
they  had  been  of  the  moderate  party,  yet  they  wifhed  the 
public  intereft,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  con¬ 
tinued  under  the  old  form  of  government.  With  a  good 
fhare  of  firninels  of  mind  they  might  have  been  ierviceable- 
fo  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  hold  their  places  in 
council.  But  their  behavior  under  the  old  charter  dif¬ 
covered  they  had  more  of  the  willow  than  of  the  oak  in 

Z  3  their 
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i6b7their  conftitutions.  Perhaps,  if  they  had  been  lefs  pliable, 
tiiey  would  have  icon  been  difplaced,  and  others  more  in¬ 
clined  to  oppreffion  appointed  in  their  (lead  *.  Sir  Edmund 
had  no  affeftion  for  them.  Palmer,  Brockholt,  Mafon, 
l^her,  and  Randolph  of  the  council,  together  with  Weft, 
Bullivant,  Graham  "f,  and  others,  who  were  not  of  the 
council,  were  his  confidents  and  advifers.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there  appears,  by  fome  loofe  minutes,  to  have  been 
a  pretty  full  meeting  of  the  council.  Many  of  them  re¬ 
turned  home,  and  a  few  only  who  lived  at  or  near  Bofton 
attended  conftandy,  and  fome  of  thofe  complained,  that  the 
governor  had  always  three  or  four  of  his  creatures  to  fay 
yes  to  everything  he  propofed,  after  which  no  oppofition 
was  allowed  Nero  concealed  his  tyrannical  difpofition 


*  There  are  no  public  records  from  the  difTolution  of  the  old  char¬ 
ter  government  in  1686,  until  the  reiteration  of  it  in  1689.  If 
there  was  any  book  of  records,  it  was  fecreted  ordeftroyed.  I  can¬ 
not  find,  upon  any  of  the  hies,  a  lift  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council.  By 
accident,  I  met  with  a  lift  of  their  names  upon  a  defenfive  leaf  of 
an  old  colony  law  book,  which  lift  I  fuppofe  to  be  genuine,  viz. 


Maf.  Jofeph  Dudley  M.  Richard  Wharton 

M.  Wm.  Stoughton  N.  Y.  Henry  Courtland 

N.  Ham.  Robert  Mafon  M.  John  Ufher 
N.  Y.  Anth.  Brockholt  M.  Barth.  Gidney 
Plim.  Tho.  Hinkley  M.  Jona.  Tyng 
R.  IH.  Walter  Clark  N.  H.  John  Hinks 
Con.  Robert  Treat  M.  Edward  Tyng 
C.  John  Fitz  Winthrop  P.  Barnabas  Lothrop 
N.  Y.  Francis  Nicholfon  P.  Wm.  Bradford 
N.  Y.  Frederick  Philipfe  P.  Daniel  Smith 

N.  Y.  Anthony  Baxter  Edw.  Randolph 
M.  John  Pinchon  P.  John  Sprague 

C.  Wait  Winthrop  P.  John  Walley 


P.  Nath.  Clark 
John  Cothill 
R.  Walter  Newberry. 
R.  John  Greene 
R.  Richard  Arnold 
R.  John  Alborow 

M.  Samuel  Shrimpton 

N.  Y.  John  Young 
N.  Y.  Nich.  Bayard 
N.  Y.  John  Palmer 
M.  Wm.  Brown 
R.  Richard  Smith 
C.  John  Allin. 


f  Jacob  Leifler  wrkes  to  Mr.  Bradftreet,  after  the  revolution? 
that  “  Col.  Dongan,  in  his  time,  had  ere&ed  a  Jefuit’s  college  at 
New- York,  under  colour  of  a  grammar  fchool,  and  that  Palmer  and 
Graham  fent  their  fons  thither  for  education.”  Douglafs  fays,  that 
“  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  a  bigotted  papifl.”  I  have  met  vvith 
no  evidence  of  it. 

I  Randolph  to  Blaithwait,  May  21,  1687,  “  His  Excellency 
fi  has  to  do  with  a  perverfe  people.  Here  is  none  of  the  council 
“  at  hand,  except  Mr.  Mafon  and  myfelf,  Mr.  Brockholt  and  Mr. 
“  Ufher,  who  appear  lively  for  his  Majefty’s  interefl.” 


more 
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more  years  than  Sir  Edmund  and  his  creatures  did  months.  1687 
It  was  not  long  before  the  cafe  of  fome  who  apprehended 
themfelves  oppreiTed  came  under  confideration  :  one  of  the 
council  told  them,  that  they  muft  not  think  the  privileges 
of  Englifhmen  would  follow  them  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  gave  an  alarm  through  the  government,  and  it  was 
never  forgotten. 

One  of  the  firft  a<fts  of  power,  after  the  change  of  go¬ 
vernment,  was  the  reftraint  of  the  prefs.  Randolph  was 
the  licenfer.  There  was  not  fo  much  room  to  complain 
of  this  proceeding  as  if  the  prefs  had  been  at  liberty  before. 

It  only  changed  its  keeper,  having  been  long  under  re¬ 
ftraint  during  the  former  adminiftration.  A  reftraint  upon 
marriages  was  more  grievous.  None  were  allowed  to 
marry  except  they  entered  into  bonds  with  fureties  to  the 
governor,  to  be  forfeited  in  cafe  there  fliould  afterwards 
appear  to  have  been  any  lawful  impediment.  Magiftrates 
ftill  continued  to  join  people  in  matrimony.  Other 
provifion  could  not  immediately  be  made.  There  was 
but  one  epifcopal  minifter  in  the  country.  His  name 
was  Ratcliffe.  Sir  Edmund  confidered  the  congregational 
minifters  as  mere  laymen.  Randolph  wrote  to  the  bilhop 
of  London,  “  I  prefs  for  able  and  fober  minifters,  and 
“  we  will  contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance;  but 
“  one  thing  will  mainly  help,  when  no  marriages  (hall 
“  hereafter  be  allowed  lawful  but  fuch  as  are  made  by  the 
“  minifters  of  the  church  of  England.” 

I  here  had  been  very  few  inftances  of  even  occafional 
afiemblies  for  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  "When  the  commiftioners  for  Ring  Charles  were 
at  Bofton  in  1665,  they  had  a  chaplain  with  them  ;  but 
there  was  no  houfe  for  public  worfhip.  Mod  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  who  were  upon  the  ftage  in  1686  had  never 
feen  a  church  of  England  affembly.  About  that  time,  a 
Email  numbei  of  perlons  formed  themfelves  into  a  (ociety 
which  had  increafed,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  Randolph, 


*• 
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..1687m  1686,  to  near  400  perfons*.  The  agents  in  England, 
and  the  general  court  in  their  anfwers  to  the  complaints 
againlt  them  in  1677,  had  declared  that  no  perfons  (hould 
be  hindered  from  performing  divine  fervicfe  according  to 
the  church  of  England  f .  This  was  enough  to  prevent 
any  open  difcouragement  even  whilft  the  charter  govern¬ 
ment  continued.  When  the  governor  and  many  of  the 
'  council  were  members  of  the  church  of  England,  i;  mi^ht 
well  be  expedled,  that  they  would  countenance  and  en- 
couiage  the  eftablifhment  and  growth  of  that  church. 
They  did  not  flop  there.  The  people  were  men  wed, 
that  their  meeting-houfes  fhould  betaken  from  them,  and 
that  public  worfhip  in  the  congregational  way  fhould  not 
be  tolerated  J.  Randolph  had  the  infolencd  to  reprove  and 
threaten  the  governor  of  Piimouth  for  exacting  taxes  from 
t  le  quakers  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniflry  in  that  colony 


„  1  Jhave  *?me  ,time  fince  humbly  feprefented  unto  your  Grace 

..  fu"eC,  lty.°f  ^avlnS;a  church  built  in-  Bolton.  to  receive  thofe  of 
„  ,  church  of  England.  We  have  at  prefent.near  400  perfons 

«  .  °,  ,are  c  al  y  frequenters  of  our  church,  ar.d  as  many  more 
«c  wcm.d  come  over  to  us  ;  but  Tome  being  tradefmen,  and  others 
mecIla1nick  profeffions,  are  threatened  by  the  congregational 
te  ™en  t0  ^Trqfted  by  their  creditors,  or  to  be  turned  out  of 

*  tiieij  work,  if  they  oifer  to. come  to  our  church.”  Rand .  l  iter  to 
Abp.  of  Cant.Odi.  27,  1686. 

f  “  A  diipute  happened  at  the  grave  of  bne  Lilly.  He  left  the 
ordering  of  his  funeral  to  his  executors.  They  forbad  Mr.  Rat- 
chfte,  the  epifcopal  mmifter,  .performing.  ;the  forvice  for  burial. 

eveithelefs  he  began.  Deacon  Frairey,  interrupted  him,  and  a 
itop  was  put  to  his  proceeding.  Frairey  was  complained  of,  and 
beiiues  being  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  for  twelve  months,  it 
was  thought  the  procefs  would  colt  him  100  marks.”  J.  Moodeds 
letter  to  Math:?'-,  8  Feb.  88.  J 


€C  I  Among  other  complaints  againd  Sir  Edmund,  this  was  one, 
l  hat  tne  fervice  of  the  church  of  England  had  Wn  forced  in  to 
.  tieir  me  ting-homes.  This  was  an  equivocal  expredion.  Sir 
Eamund  hud  made  ufe  of  a  mecting-houfe  for  the  church  fervice, 
'a&aini£  t£ie  Wllls  of  the  proprietors,  but  after  their  fervice  was 
over,  and  compelled  no  congregationalid  to  join  with  him.  In¬ 
deed  he  threatened  to  tout  up  the  doors  if  he  was  refufed,  and  to. 
pumm  any  man  who  gave  two  pence  towards  the  fupport  of  a  non- 
CQXUprmid  mmider.  Narrative,  &r. 


before 
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before  the  authority  was  fliperfeded  *.  But  it  was  noti687 
long  before  the  people  were  freed  from  their  fears  of  per¬ 
fection,  by  King  James’s  proclamation  for  a  genera!  tole¬ 
ration  The  defign  was  feen  by  fome,  but  the  greater 
part  fwallowed  the  bait.  Several  churches  had  agreed  to 
fet  apart  days  of  thanksgiving  for  his  Majefty’s  gracious 
declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience.  '1  he  governor  for¬ 
bad  them.  The  reaion  is  not  mentioned.  It  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  this,  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be 
the  royal  prerogative. to  appoint  fiich  days.  He  told  them 
they  ihould  meet  at  their  peri!,  and  that  he  would  fend 
foldiers  to  guard  their  meeting-houfes.  Many  congre¬ 
gations  gigreecTto  addrefs  the  King.  Some  perfons,  who 
fuppofed  popery  to  be  at  the  bottom,  Mrongly  oppofed 
the  addreffes.  The  late  deputy  governor  was  at  the  head 
of  them  -f. 

Swearing 

i 

*  “  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  reafonable  to  move  that  your  colony 
“  fhould  be  rated  to  pay  our  minifter  of  the  church  of  England, 

“  who  now  preaches  in  Bodon,  and  you  hear  him  not,  as  to  make 
“  the  quakers  pay  in  your  colony.”  Rand,  letter  to  Hinkley ,  funs 
22,  1686.  The  late -governor  of  Plimouth,  Mr.  Hinkley,  com¬ 
plained  of  this,  as  one  great  grievance,  that  not  being  allowed  to 
make  rates  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  the  people  would  link 
into  barbarifm.  Sir  Edmund  writes  to  him,  March  5,  1687,  “  I 
ts  am  very  much  fur  prized  you  Ihould  i  Hue  forth  fo  extraordinary 
“  a  warrant  as  is  now  brought  to  me,  under  your  hand  and  feal, 

“  dated  the  12th  of  December  pad,  fo  much  miftaken  and  afluming 
“  (for  payment  of  your  minider)  extrajudicially  to  command  dil- 
<c  trefs  to  be  made  on-  the  goods  of  his  Majedyk  fubjefls.  Out  of 
“  regard  to  you,  I  have  put  a  dop  to  the  execution  thereof,  that 
neither  the  conftable  nor  you  may  be  expofed.  Hoping  you  will 
‘c  be  mindful  of  the  dation  you  are  in,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 

“  and  the  quiet  of  his  fubj efts,  that  they  be  not  amufed  or  trou- 
“  bled  by.  miftaken  notions,  or  clandeftine  illegal  praftices.”  &c. 

Mr.  'Willard  writes  to  Mr.  Mather/  July  10,  1.688,  “  Difcourage- 
“  ments  upon  the  hearts  of  the  minivers  incrcafe,  by  realbn  that 
“  a  licentious  people  take  the  advantage  of  a  liberty  to  with-hold 
“  maintenance  Trom  them.” 

f  “  Referring  to  an  addrefs  to  his- Majefty,  I  do  humbly  pro¬ 
pound  and  defire,  that  no  mention  be  made  of’,  the  proclamation  for 
a  general  toleration.  There  will  be  no  need  of  touching  upon  it  in 
^he  lead,  and  I  am  allured  many  dangerous  rocks  will  be  fnunned 


A 
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687t,fedW  w«  by- ,h'  book-  hxl  never  been  prac 

S  r,  :°;zTcci’ and  &h  -  *■**  wTe 

vervbw^'Th  *“  °®CerS’  Under  the  charter»  had  been 
Kl  f/  ]  .  ’  ,  ey  aie  generally  fo  where  thev  are  efbi 
bhfhed  by  the  people.  Under  the  new  adminiftrarinn  th 

probate ofa'wlli  tT*  ^  “  th'  ™'SS 

“ '  £  teste 

andTh  Wr,n  PK  ‘  a  U  WaS  3Sreat  burden  upon  widows 
and  children  who  lived  remote,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to 

of  etae“r'Sr  °fr  bf  “t6  relat*ve  to°he  fcctlements 
Ot  eltates.  The  fees  of  all  other  officers  were  complained 

or  as  oppreffive  The  harpies  themftl.es  3S 

thep  fhare  of  the  prey.  Randolph,  „ho  £  his  com. 

n^flion  of  fecretary,  expefted  all  the  clerkfliim  in  th 

country  complains  that  Weft,  who  feems  at  hrft  ,o  hate 

gdtes  |PUty  °"  y’  SWay  W“h  3  ">»““  .  year  o'f 

But 

tl-  confe,*..*, 

popery .  We  may,  without^ ^brVach^f  char kv  Tn  “fr*,11  ^ 

TL™ 

?n  the  feveral  counties  ever  lince  Before  ,•  u  ,  retame<* 

SSSiKS*  *> 

i  A  ^  rCfr  Was  a  colpm^on  or  deputation  to  Mr  Hinklev  to  ^ 

were  lent  to  Bo&on  for  fina  I  nmhai-r  i  *  AiamP'nxrc>  but  wills 

^rations,  if  the  eftate  exceeded  cof  H  n  h£?  m,anner  admini- 

t  Rpnclmlwila  fn  .  f.  ,:a  S0/-  ntailey  to  Blattbnuait. 

.  +  Randolph  farmed  his  ofcce  to  Weft,  which  carf-1  the.  un 

<ioned  to  exaft  much  o-reattr  fees  rh:,„  ,0  r ‘  f  ,  men‘ 

Wnkly ,  ltu«  to  1 677  '  ^  d°ne* 

Randolph^ 
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But  the  greateft  profit  arofe  from  patents  for  lands.1687 
The  charter  being  vacated,  the  people  were  told  that  their 
titles  to  their  eftates  were  of  no  value.  The  expreffion  in 
vo<me  was  that  “  the  calf  died  in  the  cow’s  belly.”  Be- 
fides,  the  general  court  had  not  made  their  grants  under 
the  feal  of  &the  colony.  This  was  reprefented  as  a  notable 
defeft,  which  poffeffion  and  improvement  could  not  heal. 
However,  it  was  made  public  that  all  who  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  infufficiency  of  their  title  derived  from  the  for¬ 
mer  government,  by  petitioning  for  new  patents,  fliould  be 
quieted  upon  reafonable  terms.  The  fees  for  the  patents 
varied  according  to  circumftanccs  both  of  perfons  and 
eftates.  In  the  complaint  to  King  James  it  is  alledged,  that 
the  fees  of  fume  amounted  to  fifty  pounds.  Prudence 
was  ufed.  Mens  titles  were  not  queftioned  all  at  once. 

Had  this  been  the  cafe,  according  to  the  computation  then 
made,  all  the  perfonal  eftate  in  the  colony  would  not  have 
paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents.  Some  that  had  been 
moft  attached  to  the  old  adminiftration  were  among  the 
firft  who  were  threatened.  I  find  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Sewall,  who  had  been  a  magiftrate (afterwards  chief  juftice) 
for  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  valuable  ifiand  in  Bofton 
harbour  (Hog  ifiand.)  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  a  fhort  time 
after,  he  laments  his  compliance.  There  are  many  hun- 

Randolph’s  own  letters  (hew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  “  Well 
extorts  what  fees  he  pleafes,  to  the  great  oppreflion  of  the  people, 
and  renders  th>  prefent  government  grievous.  I  have  wrote  you 
the  want  we  have  of  two  or  three  honeft  attornies,  if  any  fuch 
thing  in  nature.  We  have  but  two,  'one  is  Mr.  Weft’s  creature, 
came  with  him  from  New-York,  and  drives  all  before  him  ;  he  alfo. 
takes  extravagant  fees,  and  for  want  of  more  the  country  cannot 
avoid  coming  to  him.  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Blaithwait  the  great  ne-^ 
ceflity  of  judges  from  England.  I  know  there  are  fome  loyal  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  able  lawyers  who  have  not  prattice.  The  judges  with, 
us,  being  now  three,  have  three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  a  year, 
between  them  all,  befides  their  fees,  which  they  make  very  con- 
fiderable  to  them.  Now  tv/o  will  ferve  our  occaftons.  They  ought 
to  be  of  the  council,  and  their  falaries  made  up  four  hundred  pounds 
a  year  apiece,  they  well  deferve  it,”  Randolph  to  Povey,  Jan,  24, 

1687. 
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1 68 7dred  petitions  of  the  fame  kind  upon  the  files.  Some 
avomes  looked  with  an  envious  eye  upon  feme  of  the 
eft  eftates,  efpeaally  where  the  property  was  in  a  town 
or  eompanv  A  pent.on  of  Capt.  Hutxhinfon  and  others 
labored,  although  their  title  was  originally  derived  from 
the  ndian  lachems  and  propnetors,  and  the  lands  had  been 
long  potieffed  and  improved.  One  of  the  beft  iflands  in 
-  ew-England,  in  Plimouth  harbour,  called  Clark’s  ifiand 

.roai  t‘lc  name  °,F  ^e  perfon  who  firft  landed  there  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
This  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Clark,  who  had  been  fecre- 
taty  01  that  colony,  and  was  afterwards  of  Sir  Edmun  i’s 
council, and  oneof  his  greateft  tools*.  Randolph  petitioned 
or  law  an  acre  of  land,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  common  in 
Lofton,  for  a  houie  lot.  The  anfwer  given  to  it  does  not 
appear.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  adrniniftration,  petitions 
multiplied  greatly,  and  property  became  every  day  more 
ana  more  precarious  f.  This  was  not  the  only  invafion  of 

their 

«<  mnntwfu*  and  c°llfideraWe  changes  have  attended  poor  Pli-, 
cc  mou.th  lin£e  y°u^  departure  from  the  Gurnet,  by  reafon  of  the 

«  Affair  wereb°t  fC  arkKS  The  committee  chofen  about  that 

,<  f  '  w"re  ,at  fo,much  charge  as  neceffitated  otrr  people  to  er<ra-re 

“  voXt  rtheafi  V°  y  f“bfTP^“s,  to  reimburfe  them,  an/to 

“  For  thh  ffCUt-ng  °T  a'!ds  tUl  the  mon£y  was  paid  to  them. 
«  u  ,  £1  ’  tetches  the  committee  with  a  writ,  charging 

«,  Pq£  th?  had  ref°lved  and  taifed  money  upon  his  Majefty’s  Tub- 

«  for  hin;1  1;1T  to’aw’  and  die  town-clerk,  godly  deacon  Fance, 

“  ner  n!  StU  ™  V°teVand  Mr*  Wifwa!!’  for' writing  the  pa- 
«  ^(1’  Paid  three  Pound*  feven  fliillings  each,  befides  expences, 

«  ,  ,mne  ar£  bound  over  to  the  fuperior  court  at  Bolton 

«  of  court  ”y£e  yer  be>  TfiderabIy  fined’  befldes  a!I  cofts> 
16S8.  ’  J'  C°tt0nS  ktter  t0  Matber>  Pkmouth,  July  9, 

to  I  p^fonrf  foteOWinS  lettCr  °n  £hIS  fubjeft’  fr0m  the  Lt£  governor 
1,4  Honoured  Sir, 

_  "d  have  becn  <0  1IUemiPted  r,nce  you  was  here,  that  I  have 
not  begun  any  matter  of  argument  to  prove  our  right  and  title  to 
iui  lands,  nor  can  it  well  be  done,  until  all  their  obje&ions  be 
knovvn,  nor  do  I  think  1  can  add  any  thing  which  is  not  in  vour 
own  thoughts.  The  brief  heads  that  are  in  my  prefent  thoughts 

ar§ 
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their  property.  The  governor,  with  four  or  five  of  hisi687 
council,  laid  what  taxes  they  thought  proper;  This  the 
people  complained  of  as  their  greateft  grievance.  They 
thought  themfelves  intitled  to  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  free  and  natural  born  Englifh  fubjefts,  and  that  confe- 
quently  no  monies  ought  to  be  raifed  from  them  but  by 

are  as  followed! .  ift.  The  grant  of  the  council  of  Plimouth  to  the 
fix  gentlemen  and  their  affuciates.  sdly.  The  King’s  confirmation 
to  them  and  twenty  more,  and  their  aftigns,  impowering  them, 
in  general  court,  to  difpofe  of  the  lands  to  the  beft  advantage  of 
the  people  and  plantation,  which  we  have  done,  and  know  not 
howto  do  it  better,  if  it  was  to  be  done  again.  A  fecond  right  and 
title  is  our  purchafe  from  the  Indians  of  their  right,  which  certainly 
was  fomething,  5  dly.  Our  poftefiion  and  improvement  for  almoft 
fixty  years.  If  this  will  not  give  right  to  land  in  a  vvildernefs,  where 
neither  the  King  nor  any  Chriftian  had  ever  any  property,  I  know 
not  what  will.  The  only  objection  infilled  upon,  that  I  hear  of,  is 
that  our  lands  were  not  granted  under  the  feal  of  the  company. 

Anf.  Nor  was  it  neceiTary  that  fo  it  fhould  be.  1  ft.  Our  patent  doth, 
not  require  it,  but  leaves  the  manner  of  difpofing  to  our  liberty ; 
nor  is  there  any  law  of  England  that  requires  us  here,  in  this  caie, 
to  grant  lands  under  the  feal  of  the  company,  nor  is  it  neceiTary  for 
proprietors  of  lands  in  England  fo  to  do.  It  is  true,  where  land 
conveyed  by  deed,  a  feal  is  eifential ;  but  it  may  be  done  as  well  by 
livery  and  feifin,  without  deed  or  other  writing,  as  the  law  books 
tell  us*,  and  copyholders  in  England  have  no  other  evidence  for 
their  lands  but  the  court-roll,  .or  a  copy  of  it.  When  William  the 
conqueror  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  land,  he  gave  a  great  part  of 
it  to  his  nobles  and  followers,  but  without  any  feal,  for  there  was 
none  ufed  in  England  many  fcores  if  not  hundreds  of  years  after, 
which  fhews  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  to  convey  land  without  feal.  And 
if  there  fhould  have  been  an  error  or  omiffion,  yet  feeing  the  grantor 
and  grantees  judged  it  good,  and  refted  fatisfied  therein,  who  fhall 
queltion  it,  or  hath  any  thing  to  do  with  it  ?  1  am. 

Sir,  your  willing  fervant  in  what  may, 

S.  B.” 

“  In  point  of  equity.  Our  great  fufFerings,  firfl  and  laft,  and  lofs 
of  fo  many  lives  to  maintain  our  own  right  and  the  King’s  intereft, 
and  the  vaft  charge  we  have  been  at.  in  private  and  public  buildings 
and  improvements,  ought  to  have  a  juft  confideration.  Would  it 
not  feem  a  ftrange  thing,  that  a  piece  of  ground  in  the  wildernefs, 
not  worth  five  (hillings,  but  by  buildings,  &c.  worth  five  hundred 
pounds,  fhould  become  the  King’s,  I  know  not  how.  We  may  be 
lure  fo  juft  a  prince  will  never  allow  it.” 
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i  68 7 their  reprefentatives.  They  had  no  hopes  of  a  reftitution 
ot  their  charter  privileges  in  general;  but  they  hoped  that, 
even  under  fo  arbitrary  a  prince,  they  ihould  be  allowed  a 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  *.  This  was  among  the  firft  things 
they  applied  for.  King  James  affined  rheir  agent,  he 
would  take  as  much  care  of  New  as  of  Old  England,  and 
no  doubt  he  intended  to  bring  his  fubjeds,  in  both,  under 
the  fame  regulation.  The  charges  of  government,  over 
and  above  the  lees  or  the  feveral  officers,  were  not  ex- 
ceffive,  Under  the  charter,  the  falaries  were  below  the 
dignity  of  the  offices,  the  higheft  allowance  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  "what 
ialary  Sir  Edmund  received  does  not  appear.  The  fecond 
year  of  his  adminiftration,  the  public  charge  was  Greatly  in- 
creafed  by  a  war  with  the  Indians.  There  was  a  general  fub- 
miffion  to  the  taxes,  and  the  afTeffments  were  proportioned 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  by  officers  chofen  by 
themfelves.  It  is  probable,  this  was  the  reafon  of  conti¬ 
nuing  to  the  towns  fome  of  their  privileges.  Every  town 
was  buffered  to  meet  once  a  year  to  choofe  their  officers; 
but  all  meetings  at  other  times,  or  for  other  purpofes,  were 
ftridly  forbidden.  An  intire  new  model  of  government  was 
intended,  but  there  was  not  time  to  perfed  it.  There  are 
minutes  of  a  great  number  of  bTs,  paffed  the  council  and 
approved  by  the  governor,  but  the  bills  themfelves  are  loft. 
.The  old  laws  of  the  colony  ieem  to  have  continued  the 
ruK  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  except  where  they 
were  fuperfeded  by  any  new  edids.  Mr.  Dudley  and 
Mr.  Stoughton  were  two  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior 
court,  and  neither  of  them  difpofed  to  go  to  the  extremes 

•  m,C  ac^,e  not  to  r^prefent  any  thing  by  way  of  complaint 
to  his  Majelly  ;  for  that,  I  fear,  will  do  us  more  hurt  than  good. 
i  ly  letter  by  Belcher  may  oe  of  ufe,  to  fhew  our  friends  why  we 
iuppiicate  his  Majefty  to  confirm  us  in  our  pofleflions,  and  to 
grant  us  the  fame  privileges  which  other  of  his  plantations  are 
not  oenied,  viz,  a  general  afTembly,  without  which  our  condition 
is  little  inferior  to  abfolute  flavery  ”  Danfortb  to  Nowell,  22 d 
Ocl,  88. 
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which  fome  others  of  the  council  wiflied  for*.  The  lawi'687 
proceedings  were  more  formal  than  they  had  been. 

The  monies,  applied  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians,  amounted  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
pounds  fterling  per  annum,  which  continued  to  be  intruded 
with  fome  of  the  old  magiftrates  and  minifters.  Mr.Boy  Ie~f, 
who  had  been  long  governor  of  the  corporation  in  Eng* 
land,  was  a  very  moderate  churchman,  and  mod  of  the 
members  were  diflenters,  or  favourers  of  the  caufe.  The 
archbilhop  of  Canterbury  promifed  Randolph  J  that  a  com- 
million  fhould  be  directed  to  fome  perfons  to  audit  and 
report  the  accounts  of  that  money.  The  legality  of  fuch 
a  commiffion,  it  being  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  might  have  been  queftioned,  perhaps,  with  as  good 
reafon  as  the  legality  of  the  royal  order,  which  his  grace 
and  the  fix  bifhops  foon  after  very  juftly  refufed  to  obey. 

One  would  think,  that  merely  a  difference  of  place  fhould 
not  make  the  fame  meafure,  towards  Engiilh  fubjedts,  ap¬ 
pear  realonable  in  the  one  cafe,  and  abitrary  and  oppreffive 

*  “  His  excellency  tries  all  ways  to  bring  the  people  to  quit- rents. 

“  - A  little  time  will  try  what  our  new  judges,  Dudley  and  Stough- 

“  ton,  will  fay,  when  either  Indian  purchafes,  or  grants  from  the ' 

“  general  court  are  queftioned  before  them.”  Randolph's  letter  to 
Poviy,  May  21,  1687. 

t  Mr.  Boyle  died  in  1692,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Thompfon. 

J  “  The  poor  Indians  (thofe  who  are  called  minifters)  come  and 
“  complain  to  Mr.  RadclifFe,  our  minifter,  that  they  have  nothing 
“  allowed  them.  We  have  fpoken  to  the  commilfioners  to  have 
“  fome  allowance  for  them.  All  we  can  get  is  the  promife  of  a 
“  coarfe  coat  againft  winter ;  and  they  would  not  fuffer  Aaron,  an 
“  Indian  preacher,  who  can  read  Englifh  very  well,  to  have  a 
€i  bible  with  the  common  prayer  in  it,  but  tookdt  away  from  him. 

**  I  humbly  prefume  to  remind  your  grace  of  your  promife  to  me 
“  when  in  England,  that  a  commiffion  ffiould  be  directed  to  fome 
perfons  here,  unconcerned,  to  audit  and  report  their  accounts  of 
“  that  money.  We  want  good  fchoolmafters,  none  here  being 
“  allowed  of  but  of  ill  principles.  The  money  now  converted  unto 
“  private  or  worfe  ufes,  will  be  fufficient  to  fet  up  good  and  public 
lchools,  and  provide  a  maintenance  for  our  minifter,  who  now 
“  lives  upon  a  fmall  contribution.  We  are  yet  forced  to  meet 

‘‘in  his  own  houfe.”  Rand,  Ofab.  28,  1 686.  to  Archbifiop  of 
Canterbury .  J 
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168  yin  the  other.  The  archbifhop  either  altered  his  fentiments, 
or  was  diverted  by  greater  affairs  from  purfuing  his  defign. 

1688  The  Indians  upon  the  frontiers,  in  the  fummer  of  1688? 
renewed  their  hoftilities.  A  garrifon  had  been  kept  at 
Pemaquid,  but  it  was  no  fecurity  to  the  fcattered  fettle- 
ments  upon  the  frontiers.  The  governor,  from  a  preju¬ 
dice  againft  the  late  adminiftration,  by  whom,  without 
fufficient  grounds  for  it,  he  fuppofed  the  Indians  had 
been  treated  with  too  great  feverity,  if  not  injuftice, 
relolved  to  try  mild  meafures,  and  endeavour  to  win 
them  by  good  words  and  fmall  courcefies,  Randolph, 
writes  to  William  Penn,  Nov.  9,  1 688,  “  This  barba- 
<c  rous  people,  the  Indians,  were  never  civilly  treated 
tc  by  the  late  government,  who  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
“  encroach  upon  their  lands,  and  by  degrees  to  drive 
“  them  out  of  all.  That  was  the  grounds  and  the  be- 
<c  ginning  of  the  laft  war.  His  excellency  has  all  along 
<c  taken  other  meafures  with  them.  I  hope  the  proclama- 
“  tion  and  the  Indians  confidence  in  the  governor’s  favor 
“  to  fuch  as  (hall  fubmit,  may  put  a  flop  to  their  prefent  ‘ 
<c  rage.”  Caftine,  a  Frenchman,  who  lived  among  the 
Indians  at  Penobfcot,  made  profeffion  of  friendfhip  to  the 
Englifh  ;  but  was  fufpefted  to  be  a  falfe  friend,  and  to 
ftir  up  the  Indians  againft  them.  His  trading-houfe  was 
plundered  this  year,  whilft  he  was  abfent  from  it,  which 
he  rightly  charged  upon  the  Englifh.  The  Indians  in¬ 
formed  fome  of  their  captives  that  Caftine  furnifhed  every 
Indian  who  engaged  againft  the  Englifh  with  a  pound  of 
powder,  two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco. 
Some  cattle,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  North  Yar-' 
mouth,  having  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  a  juftice  of 

peace, - -Blackman,  feized  a  party  of  18  or  20  Indians 

at  or  near  Saco.  Reprifals  were  made  the  5th  Sept,  and 
one  Henry  Smith  and  his  family  taken  at  New  Dartmouth  ; 
and  the  next  day  Edward  Taylor  and  his  family  were, 
taken  from  the  fame  place,  and  all  carried  to  Taconnett,  up 
Kenebeck  river,  where  they  found  nine  captives  taken  from 
the  lower  parts  of  the  river.  TheTndians  killed  divers 
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of  thefe  captives  in  their  frolicks,  as  appears  by  Smith’s  i638 
examination,  who  made  his  efcape  from  them  *.  ■  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  was  then  at  New-Y ork  j-.  Upon  his  return  toBofton, 
he  ordered  the  Indians,  whici  Blackman  had  feized,  to  be 
releafed.  The  Indians  returned  feveral  Englifh  captives  in 
exchange.  The  20th  of  Odtober  he  publifned  a  proclama¬ 
tion  commanding  the  Indians  to  fetat  liberty  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedts,  lately  taken  by  them,  and  that  fuch  Indians,  as 
had  been  actually  concerned  in  the  murder  of  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjedts,  fhould  furrender  themfelves  by  the 
1  ith  of  November,  to  anfwer  for  their  crimes,  or  other- 
wife  be  purfued  and  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
verity  -,  and  all  that  were  innocent  were  allowed  to  live 
near  the  Englifh  towns  if  they  defired  it,  and  all  perfons 
were  to  take  notice  and  conform  themfelves  accordingly. 

The  Indians  treated  the  proclamation  with  contempt.  The 
Englifh,  being  laid  under  reftraint,  were  more  unfafe  than 
if  war  had  been  publicly  declared. 

The  people  in  general,  as  has  been  obferved,  were  pa¬ 
tient  under  the  new  government.  There  are  a  few  inltances 
of  profecution  for  contempt  of,  or  oppofition  to,  the  au¬ 
thority.  One  John  Gold  oi  Topsfield  was  tried  andcon- 
vidted,  by  verdict  of  a  jury,  of  treafonable  words,  what 
they  were  is  not  mentioned,  and  fined  fifty  pounds,  &c. 

Mr.  Appleton  of  lpfwich,  who  had  been  an  alliftant,  and 
Mr.  Wife  the  minifter  of  that  town,  were  imprifoned  £. 

*  Mr.  Neale  fuppofes  the  firlt  blood  to  be  died,  afterwards,  at 
North-Y  armouth. 

f  Mafon,  one  of  his  council,  died,  in  the  journey  to  York  with 
Sir  Edmund,  at  Efopus. 

t  This  was  the  punilhment  for  remonflrating,  in  an  addrefs, 
againft  the  taxes  as  a  heavy  grievance,  fuch  an  addrels  being  pre¬ 
ferred  about  this  time.  The  feleamen  of  lpfwich  voted,  “That 
“  inafmuch  as  it  is  againft  the  privilege  of  Englifh  fubjefts  to  have 
“  money  raifed,  without  their  own  confent  in  an  aflembly  or  par- 
“  liament,  therefore  they  will  petition  the  King,  for  liberty  of  an 
“  aflembly,  before  they  make  any  rates.”  Sir  Edmund  caufed  them 
to  be  imprifoned  and  fined,  fome  20,  fome  30,  and  fome  50I.  as  the 
judges,  by  him  inftru&ed,  fhould  fee  meet  to  determine.  Nar¬ 
rative  of  NcW'E ngland  miferies ,  &c. 

A  a  Mr; 
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Mr.'  nJidley^chier  r‘jV°luftionJ  brought  an  aftion  againft 
the  X™**  b-efit  of 

of  Bofton  hoH  *  h  Mather,  one  of  the  minifters 

the  furrender  of  the  clmtei-3  Ll per/^.'\in  diffuading  from 
it  Ranrl^i  the  cna_rtei ,  and  pubhfhed  reafons  againft 

faftious  nerfon  TTh  l  mendons,  him’  in  his  letters!  as  a 
actious  perion.  He  behaved  with  fo  much  prudence  as 

to  give  no  room  to  take  hold  of  any  part  of  his  conduct 

A  forged  letter  was  therefore  forwarded  in  his  n,!!  K 

way  of  Barbados,  direfled  to  a  prfon  in’  ZSX'  b/t 

XwStfleaS'™  ty' Ra,"df lpl'  ‘<>SirUoocl  Jenkins 
WJ^O  was  reflected  upon  m  the  letter.  There  were  manv 

paffages  In  favor  of  Fergufon,  Lord  Shaftfbury,  Oates  &c 

K  nl  'd  h?  hr  madVh'  w'ittr  *noxyioua  ?o 
country  Sir" Tin  7’  3  Preiudice  againft  the 

th«  ftar-^S'*8  WIth  ^tempt,  afking  whether  ft’ was 
Mr  Mather”  ^7*°^  u’  10  that  RandolPh  miffed  his  aim. 

the  dSr  he  tJ  u1' three  yearS,  after’  being  informed  of 
tn  (■  j  d  been  in,  exculpated  himfelf  in  a  letter 

brother  TV  Cfarg'd  th?  fo,Sery  upon  Randolph  or  h£ 

.  " ,h  '  ,  1  hls  Jetter  coming  to  Randolph’s  knowledge 

Ld  ir°HStt  *?  aa'0n  0f  defamation  againft  Mr.  Mather’ 

and  laid  his  damage  at  five  hundred  pounds.  The  iurv 
Gave  the  defendant  cofts.  But  Randolph,  I  know  not  how7 

Mark  ™Sfng  aaion  for  the  fame  defamation.  Mr’ 

a^ot‘etU  rndS  1V  fing  him  0f  k’  he  ^Pt  concealed  to 
avoid  the  fervice  of  the  writ.  About  this  time,  fome  of 

'  JhevPmiahr  £“  °f the  COl°ny  flattered  themfelves,  that 
they  might  obtain  a  partial  relief,  by  a  reprefentation  of 

their  grievances  to  the  King,  and  Mr.Mather  was  thouehf 

ba?kede[nPtehe°n-t0hrbe  tSe'r  3genC  or  meffenger,  and  he  em- 

do  Pht  wrk  wofld  Ind  m  difgUife-  The  fcrvice  of  Ran* 
ooipn  s  writ  would  have  prevented  his  voyagef. 

+  "I:  St',  rr™“- 

turn  aloarj  in  the  night  in  diigujfe,  8'  S  e  01  hls  church  carned 
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There  feems  to  have  been  but  little  room  to  hope  i68§ 
for  fuccefs.  King  James  was  making  daily  advances  to¬ 
wards  defpotifm  in  England.  It  was  not  likely  that  he 
fhould  confent  to  any  degree  of  liberty  in  the  colonies. 

Sir  Edmund  knew  too  well  the  difpofition  of  his  mafter, 
to  give  himfelf  any  concern  about  the  complaints  preferred 
againft  him.  There  were  two  perfons  in  London  at  that 
time,  who  had  been  afiiftants  under  the  charter,  Samuel 
Nowel  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon.  They  joined  with  Mr, 
Mather  in  a  remonftrance  to  the  King.  One  of  the  new 
council,  Richard  Wharton,  fenfible  of  the  diftreftes  of  the 
country,  concurred  with  the  others  alfo,  as  appears  by  his 
letters,  but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  At  firft  indeed  a  report 
was  agreed  upon,  by  the  committee  for  foreign  plantations, 
in  which  an  afifembly  was  mentioned,  but  Lord  Sunderland 
jftruck  out  that  claufe,  with  his  own  hand,  before  the  re¬ 
port  was  preferred*.  The  inhabitants  of  Cambridge 
made  a  particular  application^,  and  Mr.  Hinkley,  the  late 
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*  Narrative  of  miseries, 

f  Cambridge  addrefs  was  in  the  following  wordf 
£<  To  the  King’s  moil  excellent  Majefty, 

<(  The  petition  and  addrefs  of  John  Gibfon,  aged  about  87,  and 
George  Willow,  aged  86  years,  as  alfo  on  behalf  of  their  neigh- 
hours  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  in  New-England,  in  moll 
humble  wife  fheweth, 

That  your  Majefty’s  good  fubje&s,  with  much  hard  labour 
and  great  difburfements,  have  fubdued  a  wildernefs,  built  our 
houfes,  and  planted  orchards,  being  encouraged  by  our  indubi¬ 
table  right  to  the  foil,  by  the  royal  charter  granted  unto  the. 
firft  planters,  together  with  our  firft  purchafe  of  the  natives,  as 
alfo,  by  fundry  letters  and  declarations  fent  to  the  late  governed 
and  company,  from  his  late  Majefty  your  royal  brother,  afluiing 
us  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  properties  and  poftefiions,  as 
is,  more  efpecialjv,  contained  in  the  declaration  fent  when  the 
quo  warranto  was  iftued  out  againft  our  charter.  But  we  are 
neceftitated  to  make  this  our  moan  and  complaint  to  your  ex¬ 
cellent  Majefty,  for  that  our  title  is  now  queftioned  to  our 
lands,  by  us  quietly  poftefted  for  near  60  years,  and  without  which 
we  cannot  fubfift.  Our  humble  addrefs  to  our  governor  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  (hewing  our  juft  title,  long  and  peaceable 
polTeflion,  together  with  our  claim  of  the  benefit  of  your  Ma* 

A  a  2  jefty’f 
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governor  oF  Plimouth  petitioned  in  behalf  of  that  colony. 
I  he  fum  of  the  application  made  by  the  agents  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  heads,  viz. 

That  his  Majefty’s  fubjects  in  New-England  may 
be  quieted  in  the  poffeflion  of  all  property  both  in  houfes 
and  lands,  as  they  enjoyed  them,  before  the  government 
was  changed,  on  the  24th  May  1686,  and  that  the 
“  ancient  records  there  fettled  for  title  of  lands  may  be 
ic  confirmed. 

That  there  be  liberty  of  confidence  in  matters  of 
religion,  that  their  former  methods  of  fwearing  in 
“  giving  evidence  may  be  allowed,  and  that  all  Their 
meeting-houfes  may  be  left  free  to  them,  according  to 
<c  the  intention  of  the  builders  thereof.  ° 

That  no  laws  may  be  made  nor  monies  raifed  there 
without  the  confent  of  a  general  affembly,  as  it  is  in  the 
£C  other  plantations. 

1  hat  ah  townfhips  may  have  liberty  to  aflemble 
and  manage  the  bufinels  of  their  leveral  precindls,  as 
under  the  former  government,  and  have  power  to  re- 
ceive  and  difpofe  of  all  voluntary  contributions. 

“  That  the  college  at  Cambridge  in  New-England 
<c  the  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  be  confirmed  in  the 
cc  hands  of  a  prefident  and  fellows  as  formerly. 39 

This  application  meeting  with  no  fuccefs,  the  agents 
preferred  the  following  petition.  1 

*c  jelly’s  letters  and  declarations,  alluring  all  your  good  fubjefts 
that  they  fhall  not  be  molelled  in  their  properties  and  pofief- 
fions,  not  availing. 

Royal  Sir.  We  are  a  poor  people,  and  have  no  way  to  pro¬ 
cure  money  to  defend  our  caufe  in  the  law,  nor  know  we  of 
friends  at  court,  and  therefore  unto  your  royal  Majelly,  as  the 
publick  father  of  all  your  fubjefts,  do  we  make  this  our  humble 
“  addreis  for  relief,  beleeching  your  Majefly  gracioufly  to  pafs 
your  royal  aft,  for  the  confirmation  of  your  Majefhy’s  fubjefts 
<c  here  in  cur  poffeiTions,  to  us  derived  from  our  late  governor  and 
(<  company  of  this  your  Majefly’s  colony.  We  now  humbly  caff 
ourfelves  and  the  diltrefied  condition  of  our  wives  and  children 
at  your  IVlajefty’s  feet,  and  conclude  with  that  favino-  of  Queen 


“  Either,  if  we  periih,  we  penih.” 

6 


“  To 


I 


1  j  -s' 

MASSAC  FI  U3ETS-BAY.  369 

£;  To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Committee  for  1679 
“  trade  and  plantations. 

“  The  humble  petition  of  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel 
“  Nowell:,  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  fheweth, 

«  That  fince  your  Lordlhips  feem  to  be  of  opinion, 

“  that  his  Majefty  will  not  at  prefent  grant  an  aflembly  to 
«  be  held  within  his  dominion  of  New-England,  for  the 
“  making  of  laws  or  raifing  of  money,  the  petitioners 
“  humbly  conceive,  that  it  will  be  much  for  his  Majefty’s 
“  fervice  and  thfe  peaceable  government  of  his  fubje&s 
“  there,  that,  until  his  Majefty  lhall  be  graciouily  pleafed 
“  to  grant  an  aflembly,  the  council  fliould  confift  of  fuch 
“  perfons  as  (hall  be  confiderable  proprietors  of  lands 
“  within  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  and  that,  the  counties 
“  being  continued  as  at  prefent,  each  county  may  have 
“  one,  at  leaft,  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  to  be 
“  members  thereof.  And  that  no  afts  may  pafs  for  law 
“  but  fuch  as  have  or  (hall  be  voted  by  the  manifeft  con- 
“  fent  of  the  major  part  of  the  council.  And  that  all  laws 
“  fo  made  may,  by  printing,  be  publifhed  for  the  genera! 

<£  inftruflion  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

«  Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  pray,  that  your 
“  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed  favorably  to  report  the  fame 
c‘  to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  direction  and  order  there- 
“  in,  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  ftiall  pray,&c.” 

However  modeft  thefe  defires  may  appear  to  us,  at 
this  day,  who  are  in  the  pofteftlon  of  fuch  ample  privi¬ 
leges,  yet  they  could  not  prevail  in  the  reign  of  King 
James.  The  felicitations  in  England  had  not  the  leaft  in¬ 
fluence  upon  meafures  in  New-England  *. 

Writs  of  intrufion  were  brought  againft  fome  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  colony,  who  refufed  to  petition 
for  patents.  Col.  Shrimpton  hired  Deer-ifland  of  the  town 
of  Bofton,  the  rent  was  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
a  fchool.  An  action  was  commenced  for  recovering 

*  June  21,  1688,  Randolph  writes,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that 
they  were  as  abitrary  as  the  great  Turk. 

A  a  3  poflefiion. 
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160S  poffelTion *.  Befides  the  real  opprefiions  from  this  arbitrary 
adminiftration,  many  groundlefs  jealoufies  were  railed, 
which  increafed  the  terror  of  the  people.  Caftine,  it  was 
intimated,  was  robbed  with  the  privity  of  the  authority,  in 
order  to  incenfe  the  French  and  Indians -f.  Upon  the  firft 
infurreflion  of  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants  began  to  fortify 
and  garrilon  their  houfes.  Sir  Edmund  ordered  them  to 
defift.  An  Indian  who  came  in  to  Sudbury,  affirmed  to 
the  people  there,  that  the  Indians  underftood,  from  the 
governor,  that  the  French  and  Irilh  would  take  pofleffion 
of  Bolton  in  the  fpring.  A  Penicook  Indian  affirmed,  that 
the  Maquas  or  Mohawks  had  lent  a  meffengcr  to  inform 
the  Penicook  tribe,  that  Sir  Edmund  had  hired  them  to 
fight  againft  the  Englifh.  Thefe  idle  (lories  were  fpread 
about  the  country.  The  Mohawks,  it  is  true,  made  peace 
with  the  French,  under  the  influence  of  Sir  Edmund. 
The  clofe  connection  between  the  courts  of  England  and 
France  at  this  time  well  accounts  for  it. 

I  he  Indians  negleCled  to' comply  with  the  governor’s 
order  to  deliver  up  the  murderers.  They  continued 
their  hoftilities,  he,  thereupon,  raifed  a  fmall  army  of 
feven  or  eight  hundred  meat,  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
November,  marched  at  the  head  of  them,  through  froft 
and  inow,  into  the  eaftern  country.  This  meafure  was 


*  Befides  the  general  exception  to  all  titles,  that  they  were  de¬ 
rived  from  a  grantor  which  had  no  title,  in  the  cafe  of  towns  there 
was  this  farther,  that  they  were  not  capable  of  taking  any  eft  ate. 

f  Sir  Edmund  had  given  orders  to  Pipon,  commander  of  the  fort 
atPemaquid,  to  range  the  coaft  as  far  as  St.  Croix.  This  appears 
by  a  letter  from  Pipon  to  the  governor,  and  the  whole  was  included 
in  Sir  Edmund’s  commifuon.  But  Dr.  Mather  gives  this  rea- 
fon  for  doing  it  at  this  time.  <£  A  parcel  of  French  wines  had  been 
feized  at  the  eaftward,  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  an  order  had  been  obtained  to  reftore  thdm.  A  new  line 
was  fuppofed  to  be  then  made  for  the  province  to  evade  the  order. 
This' line  took  in  Caiune’s  country.  He  thereupon  fled,  and  his 
arms  and  goods  were  brought  to  Pemaquid.  And  this. brought 
on  the  war. 

|  Thefe  men  were  impreiTed  into  the  fer vice.  Under  the  charter, 
this  had  been  the  uliial  way  of  railing  men.  This  is  the  reafon  we 


io  notmdet  with  it  among  the  grievances. 
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univerlally  condemned,  the  men  were  expofed  to  extreme  1688 
hardfhips,  without  any  profpeft  of  fervice,  the  Indians 
taking  care  to  keep  out  of  their  reach.  Some  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  charged  him  with  a  defign  to  ftarve  or  freeze  the 
men,  but  other  perfons,  who  were  more  candid,  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  readily  took  to  h’mfelf  his  full  flhare  of  the 
hardfhips  of  the  campaign,  and  that  he  was  a  kind  and 
good  general  to  the  men  under  his  command.  Notwith- 
Handing  his  care,  many  died  with  hardfhips,  more,  it  was 
thought,  than  the  whole  number  of  Indians  at  that  time 
In  hoftility.  Not  one  Indian  was  killed.  They  all  fled  into 
their  more  remote  dens,  where  they  remained  the  whole 
winter.  Befides  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  Sir  Edmund  built 
a  fort  at  Pejypfcot  falls,  and  another  at  Sheepfcote,  and 
placed  garrifons  in  them,  and,  upon  his  return  to  Bofton, 
left  the  command  of  the  country  with  Anthony  Brock- 
holt,  one  of  his  council  and  favorites. 

In  the  fummerof  1688  *,  the  governor  received  anew 
commiflion,  which  was  publiflied,  with  great  parade,  from 
the  balcony  of  the  town-houfef.  And  loon  after,  he  re- 

Several  letters  mention  the  arrival  from  England,  about  this 
time,  of  John  Palmer,  who  had  been  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council, 
both  in  New-England  and  New- York,  with  a  commiflion  or  ap¬ 
pointment  for  chief  judge  of  the  fupreme  court. 

f  New- York  was  included  in  this  commiflion.  He  went  thither 
foon  after.  Mr.  Smith  fuppofes  Dongan  to  have  continued  until 
the  revolution.  His  commiflion  was  undoubtedly  fuperfeded  by 
this  new  commiflion  to  Andros  ;  who  took  the  adminiftration  upon 
him  in  the  fummerof  1688.  Mr.  Blaithwait  writes  to  Randolph, 

March  n,  1687-8,  “  Sir,  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your’s  of  the 

23d  of  November,  and  would  not  fail  to  anfvver  the  chief  parti¬ 
culars.  If  the  union  of  all  Ne\v~England  under  one  governor  be 
acceptable  on  your  fide  the  \yater?  what  will  the  joining  and  an¬ 
nexing  to  the  fame  goveripnenment  be,  of  all  the  English  terri¬ 
tories  in  America,  from  Delaware-bay  to  Npva-Scotia.  This  is 
already  determined  by  his  Majefty,  and  a  commiflion  is  in  hand, 
conftituting  Sir  Edmund  Andros  governor  alfo  of  New-York,  as 
united  to  New-England.  And  for  the  two  Jerfeys,  fei re  facias’s 
are  expediting  towards  their  union.  This,  befides  other  advan- 
tages,  will  be  terrible  to  the  French,  and  make  them  proceed  with 
more  caution  than  they  have  lately  done.” 

A  a  4 
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1688  ceived  the  joyful  news  of  the  birth  of  a  prince,  and  or- 
dered  a  genera!  thankfgiving  through  his  government. 
1  he  luipicions  concerning  this  birth,  were  tranfmitted  with 
the  news, and  very  eafily  received  by  thepeople  in  general*. 

l689<  During  the  winter  of  88,  there  was  no  account  received 
in  New-England  of  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
Something  tranfpired  by  way  of  Virginia,  as  the  forint* 

•  jj  The  rumour  brought  the  governor  from  Pema° 
quid  to  Bofton.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  viz.  April  i6rh 
he  writes  to  Brockholt.  «  Therms  a  generaf  buzzing 

-  among  the  people,  great  with  expedfation  of  their  old 

*  There  was  fpecial  command  given  to  the  minifters.  The  pro- 

clamation  and  order  were  as  follows.  ^ 

“  By  his  Excellency, 

“  A  Proc':lmat'on  for  a  general  thankfgiving  for  her  Majefty’s 

being  iafely  delivered  of  a  Prince 

-  I  have  received  certain  information  of  her  Ma- 
1,  1 s  be‘ng  Mfy  delivered  of  a  Prince,  which  being  a  great 
blening  bellowed  on  their  Majefties  and  all  his  Maidly’s  do¬ 
minions,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do,  with  the  advice  of 
the  council,  order  that  there  be  a  general  thankfgiving  for  the 
fame,  to  be  obferved  withm  the  city  of  New- York  and  dependencies 
?  Sunday  the  fecond  day  of  September  next  coming,  and  fourteen 
oays  after  in  ail  other  parts  of  this  dominion.  Qfovhich  all  mi 
miters,  officers  and  perfons,  are  to  take  notice  and  conform  them- 
fclves  accordingly.  Given  at  New-York,  the  four  and  twentieth 
day  of  Auguft,  in  the  fourth  year .  of  his  Majefty’s  reinn,  annoq: 

‘£  By  his  Excellency's  command,  E.  Andros 

John  West,  D.  fecr’y.  God  fave  the  Kin' 

Veracopia,  Benj.  Sullivant.” 

Suffolk,  fs6  } 

New-England.  \  ^  0  ^ir*  ^otton  ^at^er>  niinidcr  in  Boilon. 

,  “  In  bis  Majefty's  name,  you  are  hereby  required  to  caufe  the 
above-wiitten  proclamation  to  be  publickiy  read  in  the  congrega- 
on  ths  next  herd’s  day  after  you  frail  receive  it,  and  that  you 
then  and  there  publickiy  flir  up  your  hearers  to  the  folemn  work 
sot  the  day,  as  is  required  by  the  fame,  and  hereof  you  are  not  to 
tail.  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  at  Boilon,  the  firft  day  of 
oeptembej,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majeily’s  reign,  King 
fames  the  fecond,  cf  England,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
.$688, 

«  % 

B^nj.  Bullivant.” 
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<c  charter,  or  they  know  not  what ;  hope,  that  all  magif-  1689 
trates  and  officers  will  be  careful  not  to  be  wanting  in 
<c  their  duty,  and  particularly  truft,  that  the  foldiers  be  in 
good  order,  and  diligent  to  avoid  lurprize,  and  fee  they 
<c  have  provifions  fitting  duly  ferved  out,  and,  ifoccafion, 
iC  more  than  the  ordinary  allowance,”  &c. — A  few  days 
before,  one  Mr.  Window  came  from  *V  irginia,  and  brought 
a  printed  copy  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  declaration. 
Upon  his  arrival  he  was  imprifoned  by  Juftice  Foxcrolt 
and  others,  “  for  bringing  a  traiterous  and  treafonable  libel 
into  the  country,”  as  the  mittimus  expreffed  it.  Winflow 
offered  two  thoufand  pounds  bail,  but  it  could  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  A  proclamation  was  iffued,  charging  all  officers 
and  people  to  be  in  readinefs  to  hinder  the  landing  of  any 
forces  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  might  fend  into  thofe 
parts  of  the  world.  The  old  magiftrates  and  heads  of  the 
people  filently  wifhed,  and  fecretly  prayed,  for  fuccefs  to 
the  glorious  undertaking,  and  determined  quietly  to  wait 
the  event.  The  body  of  the  people  were  more  impatient. 

The  flame,  which  had  been  long  fmothered  in  their 
breads,  burft  forth  with  violence,  Thurfday  the  1 8 th  of 
April,  when  the  governor  and  fuch  of  the  council  as  had 
been  moft  adlive,  and  other  obnoxious  perfons,  about  fifty 
in  the  whole,  were  feized  and  confined,  and  the  old  ma¬ 
giftrates  were  reinftated.  This  was  certainly  a  rafh  pre¬ 
cipitate  proceeding.  Little  or  no  inconvenience  could  arife 
from  a  few  days  delay.  The  revolution  in  England  could 
not,  at  any  time,  have  been  effected  without  rifque  to  all 
perfons  there  who  moved  in  it.  Their  lives  depended  on 
the  fuccefs  of  the  attempt.  But  the  fate  of  New-England 
depended  upon  that  of  Old.  If  the  Prince  fucceeded,  they 
might  have  affumed  the  government  without  any  hazard. 

If  he  failed,  had  they  retrained  quiet,  they  would  have 
been  in  no  worfe  ftate  than  before  ;  but  the  confequence 
of  an  infurredtion  would  have  been  death  to  the  principal 
adtors,  and  a  ftill  harder  flavery  than  before  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  inhabitants.  An  anonymous  letter,  diredted 
to  the  governor  of  Piimouth,  gives  a  more  circumftan- 
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,S89bce„  pri„”.0f  ,hiS  reVO'"ion-  tha"  »y  '<■*  h»  y« 

•«  Ho„a-  Sir,  “  Bosto’*>  APri1  89- 

“  in  InivT/HC7Ci0n  °f  my  fendin§  y°u  a  blank,  where¬ 
at  dick yin4  r' “Ca  W3S  inclofed’  feems  todeferve  a 

.«  n  k  r.  ftrains  met0  an  apology,  not  having;  fo 
much  as  liberty  granted  me  by  the  meflenger  to  write 

wo  or  three  lines,  whereby  you  might  have  underftood 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  which,  b°y  this  time,  you  are 
doubdefs  acquamted  with  ;  but  left  it  (hould  prove 
othei  wife,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  give  a  brief  account. 

I  mew  not  any  thing  of  what  was  intended,  until  it 
was  begun,  yet  being  at  the  north  end  of  the  town 

“  in  theft  hands b°^S  runn!ng  aIon8  the  ftreets,  with  clubs 
„  „  th  £  encouraging  one  another  to  fight,  I  began 
to  miftruft  what  was  intended,  and,  hafting  towards  the 
town-dock,  I  foon  law  men  running  for  their  arms, 
hu  before  I  got  to  the  red  lion,  I  was  told  that  Capt. 
jeorge  and  the  mafter  of  the  frigate*  were  feized  and 
,t  fe£ured  m  Mr‘  CoIman’s  boufe,  at  the  north  end,  and 
tt  when  1  ‘r3!™  to  the  town-dock,  I  underftood  that  Bulli- 
<t  tant  and  ^on’?  ot,iers  of  them  were  laid  hold  of,  and 
then,  immediately,  the  drums  began  to  beat,  and  the 
people  battened  and  ran,  fome  with,  and  fome  for  arms. 

u  Y<?ung  Dudl7  ^  and  c°l°nel  Lidget,  with  fome  diffi- 
^l!l£y^  attained  to  the  fort.  The  governor  immediately 

•  lent  Dudley  on  an  errand,  to  requeft  the  four  minifters  t, 
Mr.  Joyliffe  §  and  one  or  two  more,  to  come  to  him  at 
the  fort,  pretending  that,  'by  them,  he  might  ftiil  the 

-■  people,  not  thinking  it  Me  for  him  to  go  to  them. 

*  The  Rofe. 

t  Mr.  Dudley,  his  father,  was  abfent,  holding  court  in  the 
Naraganfet  country  Some  of  Providence  went  out  and  feized  him. 
lie  was  brought  to  Roxbury  and  a  guard  placed  round  his  houfe, 
to  fecure  him,  as  the  order  express  it,  againft  violence.  He  was 
afterwards  committed  to  prifon. 

|  Mr.  Allen,  Moody,  Willard,  and  Cotton  Mather. 

r  A  .  P^r*?n  w]l°  ^een  many  years  a  leading  man  in  town  af¬ 
fairs  in  Bolton.  6 

'  “  They 
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5C  They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  did  not  think  it  168° 
“  fafe  for  them  to  go  to  him.  Now,  by  this  time,  all  the 
“  perfons  whom  they  concluded  not  to  be  for  their  fide, 

“  were  feized  and  fecured,  except  fome  few  who  had  hid 
“  themfelves,  who  afterwards  were  found,  and  dealt  by  as 
“  the  reft.  The  governor,  with  Palmer,  Randolph,  Lid- 
“  get,  Weft,  and  one  or  two  more,  were  in  the  fort.  All 
“  The  companies  were  foon  rallied  together  at  the  town- 
“  houfe,  where  aficmbled  Capt.  Winthrop*,  Shrimpton*, 

“  Pagef,  and  many  other  lubftantial  men,  to  confult 
“  matters;  in  which  time  the  old  governor  J  came  among 
“  them,  at  whofe  appearance  there  was  a  great  fhout  by 
“  the  foldiers.  Soon  after,  the  jack  was  fet  up  at  the  fort, 

“  and  a  pair  of  colours  at  beacon-hill,  which  gave  notice 
“  to  fome  thoufand  foldiers  on  Charleftown  fide  that  the 
“  controverfy  was  now  to  be  ended,  and  multitudes  would 
“  have  been  there,  but  that  there  was  no  need.  The  tri- 
“  gate,  upon  the  news,  put  out  all  her  flags  and  pendants, 

“  and  opened  all  her  ports,  and  with  all  fpeed  made  ready 
“  for  fight,  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant,  he 
“  fwearing  that  he  would  die  before  (lie  fhould  be  taken, 

“  although  the  captain  fent  to  him,  that  if  he  fired  one  fhot, 

“  or  did  any  hurt,  they  would  kill  him,  whom  they  had 
“  feized  already  ;  but  the  lieutenant,  not  regarding,  kept 
“  thofe  refoiutions  all  that  day.  Now,  about  four  of  the 
“  clock  in  the  afternoon,  orders  were  given  to  go  and  de- 
“  mand  the  fort,  which  hour  the  foldiers  longed  for,  and 
“  had  it  not  been  juft  at  the  nick,  the  governor  and  all  the 
“  crew  had  made  their  efcape  on  board  the  frigate,  a 
“  barge  being  lent  for  them,  but  the  foldiers,  being  fo  near, 

“  got  the  barge.  The  army  divided  and  part  came  up 
“  on  the  back  fide  of  the  fort,  part  went  underneath  the 
“  hill  to  the  lower  battery  or  fconce,  where  the  red  coats 
“  were,  who  immediately  upon  their  approach  retired  up 
“  to  the  fort  to  their  mailer,  who  rebuked  them  for  not 

firing 

*  They  were  both  of  them  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council. 

+  He  married  prefident  Dudley’s  filler. 

X  Other  accounts  fay,  that  he  and  the  old  magiftrates  were  guard* 
ed  by  the  militia  with  great  formality ♦ 
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r.™f  °n.  our  io!diers,  and,  as  I  am  informed  beat 

or  fconce '’Tr  Wfen,the  foldiers  Came  t0  che  battery 
conce,  they  preiemly  turned  the  great  guns  about 

2^1“?*  ■I™  ^  fort,  "which*  d"d  SS 

■  aum  thofe  within,  and  the  foldiers  were  fo  void  of  fear 

to^ave^ft  ?h’  !!ad  th°f<;Wlithin  the  fort  been  refolute 

an  hundred  nf™  ^Mliey  mighc  have  killed 

V  !iUnJr™  of  at  once,  being  fo  thick  together  before 
tne  mouths  of  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  all  lad^n  with  ftnall 
-or,  but  God  prevented  it.  Then  they  demanded  a 
uriender,  which  was  denied,  until  Mr.  Weft  and 
anotner  Ihould  firft  go  to  the  council,  and,  after  their 

le£Ui"’r  we  ^ou!d  have  ananfwer,  whether  tofio-htor 
no,  L  pon  their  return,  they  came  forth  from  the  fort  * 
ana  went  difarmed  to  the  town-houfe,  and  from  thence’ 

:riecbfert  and  the  governor,  under  a  guard,’ 

"  s  houfe.  I  he  next  day  they  fent 

two  colonels  to  demand  of  him  the  iurrender  0/  the 
?d  1  c’  ,  berefolved  not  to  give,  but  they  told  him,  if 
Me  would  not  give  it  prefently,  under  his  hand  and  feal 
he  would  be  expofcd  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  and  fo 
eft  him  ;  but  he  fent  and  told  them  that  he  would,  and 
did  Jo,  and  they  went  down,  and  it  was  furrendered  to 
them  with  curlings,  and  they  brought  the  men  away 
and  made  Capt.  Fair  weather  commander  in  it.  Now", 
by  the  time  that  the  men  came  back  from  the  caftle,  all 
the  guns,  both  in  fhips  and  batteries,  were  brought  to 
bear  againft  the  frigate,  which  were  enough  to  have 
mattered  her  in  pieces  at  once,  refolving  to  have  her.  It 
is  incident  to  corrupt  nature  to  lay  the  blame  of  our 
evil  deeds  any  where  rather  than  on  ourfelves,  foCapt. 
George  call  all  the  blame  now  upon  that  devil  Randolph, 

101  *  ad  it  not  been  for  him  he  had  never  troubled  this 
44  good  people,  earneftly  folliciting  that  he  might  not  be 
confliained  to  funenderthe  Ihip,  lor  by  lo  doing  both 

ivir.  John  Nelfon,  a  young  gentleman  of  Bofton,  at  the  head 
of  the  fo Idiers,  demanded  the  fort  the  fecond  time,  and  then 
the  governor  came  down  and  furrendered  himfelf  and  the  fort. 
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«  himfelf  and  all  his  men  would  lofe  their  wages,  which  1689 
14  otherwife  would  be  recovered  in  England,  giving  leave 
“  to  go  on  board  and  ftrike  the  topmafts  and  bring  the 
44  fails  on  fhore,  and  fo  he  did.  The  country  people  came 
44  armed  into  the  town,  in  the  afternoon,  in  fuch  rage  and 
44  heat,  that  it  made  us  all  tremble  to  rhink  what  would 
44  follow,  for  nothing  would  fatisfy  them,  but  that  the  go  * 

44  vernor  muft  be  bound  in  chains  or  cords,  and  put  in  a 
44  more  fecure  place,  and  that  they  would  fee  done  before 
44  they  went  away  ;  and,  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  guarded 
44  by  them  to  the  fort.”— — 

The  former  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet  %  with  feveral 
of  the  magiftrates  chofen  in  1686,  and  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  merchants  and  other  principal  inhabitants,  being  con¬ 
vened  at  the  town-houfe,  figned  the  following  melTage  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  which  was  the  firft  public  adtdone  by  them 
44  At  the  town-houfe  in  Bofton,  April  1$,  1689. 

44  Sir,  Ourfelves  and  many  others,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  and  places  adjacent,  being  furprized  with  the 
people’s  fudden  taking  arms,  in  the  firfl  motion  whereof 
we  were  wholly  ignorant,  being  driven  to  it  by  the  prefent 
accident,  are  neceffitated  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that, 
for  the  quieting  and  fecuring  the  people  inhabiting  this 
country  from  the  imminent  danger  they  many  ways  lie 
open  and  expofed  to,  and  tendering  your  own  fafety,  we 
judge  it  neceflfary,  that  you  forthwith  deliver  up  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  fortifications,  to  be  preferved  and  difpofed 
according  to  order  and  direction  of  the  crown  of  England, 
which  fuddenly  is  expected  may  arrive  f ,  promifing  all 

*  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  eighty-feven  years  of  age,  had  been  fixty 
years  a  magiftrate.  His  venerable  prefence  was  neceffary,  but  his 
time  for  buftnefs  was  over.  Mr.  Fofter,  a  wealthy  merchant,  who 
had  not  been  many  years  from  London,  was  among  the  molt  active* 
and  there  are  more  original  papers  of  his  hand  writing  than  of  any 
other  perfon’s. 

f  A  circular  letter  was  drawn  up,  to  have  been  fent,  in  the  name 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  confirm  all  governors  in  their  places. 

That  to  New-England  was  flopped,  by  a  representation  from  Mr. 
Mather,  the  agent,  to  Mr,  Jephfon,  feeretary  to  the  Prince. 
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1689  Remit)  from  violence  toyourfelf,  or  any  of  your  gentle¬ 
men  oi  foldieis,  in  perlon  or  efiate,  otherwife,  we  are  a C- 
iured,  they  will  endeavour  the  taking  of  the  fortifications 
by  norm,  if  any  oppofition  be  made. 

To  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knight. 

William  Stoughton  S.  Bradftrect  Wait  Winthrop 
Ehomas  Danforth,  John  Richards  Sam.  Shrimpton 


Elilha  Cooke, 
If.  Addington 
.John  Fofter 


VVm.  Browne 
Barth.  Gedney 


Peter  Serjeant 
David  Waterhoufe 
Adam  Winthrop 


*  J.  Nelfon. 


However 


*  .Mr.  Nelfon  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and  a  near  relation 
to  Sir  T  horn  as  1  einple,  an  enemy  to  the  tyrannical  government  of 
Audios,  but  an Epifcopalian  in  principle,  and  of  a  gay  free  temper, 
which  prevented  his  being  allowed  any  lhare  in  the  adminiftration 
after  it  was  fettled,  although  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  party  that 
demanded  the  lunender  of  the  fort,  ffe  went  not  long  after  upon  a 
trading  voyage  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  taken  by  a  party  of 
F renen  or  Indians  and  carried  to  Quebec.  Notwithflanding  the 
flight  put  upon  him,  yet  fuchwas  his  regard  for  his  country  that 
he  ran  very  great  rifque  of  his  life  in  an  attempt  to  give  intelligence 
of  the  defigns  of  the  French.  The  following  letter,  remaining  upon 
the  Maffachufets  files,  ought  to  be  made  public  to  do  honor  to 
his  memory. 


Auguft  26,  1692. 


About  14  days  ago  arrived  two  men  of  war  and  fix  merchant 
fhips  from  France,  which  came  furnifhed  with  recruits  of  pro- 
vifion,  ammunition,  30  more  great  guns,  24  pateraroes,  one  mor¬ 
tar  and  30  ill  el  Is — A  little  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  fhips,  M,a- 
dockawando,  the  Penobfcot  fachem,  came  here,  who  made  and  re¬ 
ceived  divers  compliments,  prefented  the  governor  with  five  Eng- 
lifh  captives,  and  received  from  him  preients  encouraging  him  and 
the  reft  to  continue  the  war,  but  all  gave  but  little  fatis faction  to 
tlic  Indians,  who  expected  greater  recompence.  They  would  often 
difeourfe  their  difeontent,  to  feme  of  us  who  underhand  their  lan¬ 
guage.  I  was  in  hopes  to  make  lbme  improvement  of  their  difeon¬ 
tent,  by  propofmg  the  fettlement  of  a  trading  houfe  up  Penobfcot 
river  at  Negas.  They  were  glad  of  the  propofal,  and  it  is  the 
only  means  of  recovering  our  interejt  with  thefe  eaftern  Indians. 
I  promifed  to  fend  my  thoughts  thereon  to  vourfelves,  of  which 
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However  exceptionable  the  firft  rifing  of  the  people  i6$a 
might  be,  yet  this  meafure  of  the  magiftrates  and  other  ' 
gentlemen  feems  to  have  been  neceflary.  It  is  difficult  to 

conceive 

I  would  have  you  to  conilder,  &c.— Madockawando  gave  daily  ad- 
vwe  ot  all  their  refute,  he  is  certainly  well  afffted  towards  us.  Two 

7”S°  ,he  vva®  difpatched  from  hence,  with  orders  to  get  together 
all  the  Indians  he  can,  they  make  account  of  two  or  three  hundred 
they  are  to  remain  at  Penobfcot  until  the  two  men  of  war  join  then, 
who  are  preparing  themfelves  as  well  as  they  can,  adding  to  th cir 
number  200  Canadians,  fo  that,  in  all,  ihey  will  hafe  above 

andPTcatanua^  Th^H  l"*’  •"!  t0  affauIt  WelIs>  Iflcs  Shoals 

v"ded  Ihave  thelfo  gn  “  dfngerous  ifY™  & °«ld  be  unpro¬ 
vided,  1  hate  therefore  unproved  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  five 

you  tins  intelligence.  By  money,  and  a  promife  of  good  reward 

from  yourfelves,  I  have  corrupted  two  Frenchman  vi7  A /Ti  n 

Vignon  and  Francis  Albert  fo  be  bearers of S  and  affo  to 

withlyouSin02t2WdavSUtChr,r  T Englifhmen,  who  promife  to  be 

mJ°  u  da7 f •  1  Pray  that  they  may  be  contented  I  have 

f urn  filled  them  with  13  French  crowns  which  it  is  iuft  ihonld  hr 

allowed  to  my  wife.  My  charge  is,  otherwife,  great  here  theS 

being  fo  many,  of  my  poor  countrymen  to  relieve,  &c.  The  two 

fq uar ° ftenffoip  of abouT;  oo^tons  ukeli’n T’  u*™*  Dutch 

».«  wi„  h,,e  ,p„  ,  8  »ES&7R£S  S«  rf't' 

s;  sfrax  iXfVo'.r-rr  *?*'»* 

You  will  do  well  to  prepare  for  rh’ff  tS’  *C‘  t0  and  their  men* 

“I  »»»  ■*&£,.  'according  ^J!’ 

J.  Nelson. 

thef^voyage  probably  to*  St  °p)hrPs  h,e"“  “  ,20r  *S  <%*• 

month’s  timeP  more  fo  that  In  a"d  Pen°bPcot  will  coft  them  a 

weeks  hence.  After  their  attemrn^  6Xpeft  tbem  ln  about  6  or  7 

cruize  for  about  a  month  &c  fo  y°Ur  C?^’  t]iey  are  to 

take  care  to  their  affairs/  Let  no  publL  f  ^PP.1"?1™11 

for,  by  the  efcape  of  fome  nnfm  ^  °e  made  ^ls  letter, 

greatly  to  my  damage.—Excuf^mv  ^  3li.thcr 

X  am  forced  to  do  it  as^  I  can  o-pt  7  ^  r.oben  manner  ot  writing. 

becaufe  of  the  often  coming  in  and^ut  o^t!  and  ^  *S  in  my  bed 
who  once  furprized  me  and  tooJ*  f  lc  man  that  attends  me 

things  elfe  I  am  welled  Sol  ?  ^  in  k  horn ,  but  in  all 
country  affords,  *c>  °  arc  aIi  tile  re*  wording  as  the 
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1609  conceive  in  what  other  way  the  people  could  have  been 
quieted.  Had  they  been  left  to  themfelves,  the  confe- 
quences  muft  have  been  terrible.  Some  who  had  been 
the  molt  firm  in  fupport  of  the  charter  were  afraid,  how¬ 
ever,  of  being  called  to  account  for  their  concern  in  this 
aftion  *. 

A 

The  letters  came  to  Springfield  the  23d  of  September,  and  a  day 
or  two  after  to  Bofton.  The  Frenchmen,  not  long  after,  by  fome 
means  or  other  were  retaken  and  carried  to  Canada,  where  they 
were  punifhed  as  deferters.  Before  their  execution  they  confefled 
the  whole.  Mr.  Nelfon  was  carried  out  with  them,  in  expe&ation 
of  the  fame  fate.  They  were  fhot  before  his  eyes.  He  was  fent 
back  to  prifon  and  foon  after  to  France,  but,  on  his  paffage, 
prevailed  with  a  fellow  paffenger  to  convey  intelligence  of  a  fecond 
.  defign,  of  12  men  of  war  and  2000  troops,  which  were  every  day 
expedted  at  Canada,  to  make  a  defeent  upon  the  Eno-lifh  colonies 
from  Pifcataqua  to  Carolina.  He  was  confined  in  France,  in  a 
fmall  hole,  for  two  years,  without  opportunity  of  feeing  any  pmfon 
but  a  fervant  who  brought  his  victuals  to  a  grate.  A  gentleman, 
who  had  taken  notice  of  the  perfon  who  carried  the  victuals  from 
day  to  day,  had  the  curiofity  to  enquire  what  prifoner  was 
there,  and  to  fpeak  to  him  at  the  grate,  and  to  afk  if  he 
could  do  him  any  fervice.  Mr.  Nelfon  defired  no  other  favo  rthan  to 
have  a  letter  fent  to  England,  to  inform  Sir  Purbeck  Temp|e  of  his 
condition,  which  was  done,  and,  foon  after,  a  demand  was  made  of 
his  releafe  or  exchange.  He  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  perfon  of 
fome  importance.  He  was  fent  to  the  Baftile,  and,  juil  before  the 
peace  of  Ryfvvick,  was  allowed  to  go  to  England,  upon  his  parole, 
and  fecurity  given  by  a  French  gentleman  for  his  return.  The  peace 
being  concluded  and  he  intending  to  return,  was  forbad  to  do  it  by 
King  William,  but,  to  prevent  any  trouble  to  his  friend,  he  went 
contrary  to  order,  and  furrendered  himfelf.  Being  difeharged, 
upon  his  return  to  England  he  was  brought  into  trouble  there  for 
going  back  to  France  contrary  to  the  King’s  order,  but  at  length 
returned  to  his  family  after  ten  or  eleven  years  abfence. 

*  Mr.  Danforth  the  deputy  governor,  writes  to  Plimouth  April 
20th,  <£  Their  enterprize  herein  was  without  the  privity  of  thofe  who, 
when  begun,  judged  themfelves  obliged  to  endeavour  the  pre- 
<c  vention  of  bloodihed,  and,  thereupon,  did  give  their  fenfe  and 
*c  advice  to  the  governor,  Sir  Edmund,  as  they  apprehended  very 

*c  nccefiary. - *1  yet  fear  what  the  confequences  will  be,  and 

heartily  pray  that  no  bitter  fruit  may  fpring  forth  from  this 
“  root.  We  have  need  of  God’s  pity  and  pardon,  and  fome  do 

€(  apprehend 
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A  long  declaration  was  read  from  the  balcony  or  1689 
gallery  of  the  town-houfe.  This  is  printed  at  large 
in  Neale  and  other  writers.  There  would  be  room  to 
doubt  whether  this  declaration  was  not  a  work  of  time, 
and  prepared  beforehand,  if  it  did  not  appear,  by  the  {file 
and  language,  to  have  been  the  performance  of  one  of  the 
minifters  of  the  town  of  Bofton  who  had  a  remarkable 
talent  for  very  quick  and  Hidden  compofures  *,  be  Tides,  it 
was  not  printed  until  feverai  days  after,  and  perhaps  was 
corrected  and  enlarged.  Indeed,  it  fully  appears  from 
many  private  letters,  dill  prelerved,  one  of  the  befc  forts  of 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  hidorical  fads  of  this  nature,  that 
none  of  the  magidrates  were  privy  to  the  riling  of  the 
people,  and,  in  the  people  themfelves,  it  feems  to  have 
been  Hidden,  and  without  any  previoufly  concerted  plan. 

The  next  day,  April  19th,  an  order  was  figned  by  mod 
of  the  perfons  who  fubfcribed  the  advice  to  Sir  Edmund, 
and  alfo  by  Wm.  Johnfon  of  Woburn,  and  James  Ruffeli 
of  Charledown,  directed  to  John  Pipon,  commander  of  the 
c  a  d  1  e ,  a  n  d  a  c  c  o  n )  p  a  n  i  e  d  w  i  t  h  a  n  o  r  d  e  r  1  r  o  m  t  h  e  I  a  t  e  g  o  v  e  r  n  o  r , 
to  deliver  the  fort  and  ftores  to  Capt,  Fairweather,  which 
was  complied  with.  T  he  20th,  the  tumult  being  abated, 
the  new  council  began  to  confider  what  form  of  government 
they  fhould  edablifh,  in  the  room  of  that  which  was  dii- 
folved.  They  firft  invited  divers  other  perfons  ro  join 
with  them,  who  were  required  to  fign  an  approbation  of 
the  advice  given  to  Sir  Edmund,  and,  being  thus  (length¬ 
ened,  they  took  the  title  of  “  A  council  for  the  fafety  of 
the  people,  and  confervation  of  the  peace.”  Thofe  who 

“  apprehend  it  will  be  wifdom  to  hailen  our  addrefs,  to  thofe  that 
“  are  now  fupreme  in  England,  for  pardon  of  fo  great  an  irruption, 

“  and  for  a  favourable  feulement  under  the  fanflion  of  royal  autho- 
“  rity.”  And  in  a  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  )uly  30th,  The  an- 

tient  magidrates  and  elders,  although  they  had  ftrenuoufly  advifcd 
“  to  further  waiting  for  orders  from  England,  and  dilcouraged  any 
“  attempts  of  that  nature,  fo  far  as  they  had  opportunity,  yet  wero 
“  they  now  compelled  to  aflilt  with  their  prefence  and  councils 
“  for  the  preventing  of  blogdfhed,  which  had  moft  certainly  been 
“  the  iffue,  if  prudent  councils  had  not  been  given  to  both  parties.' ” 

%  Mr.  Mather. 

B  b  thus 
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thus  a  floriated  with  the  firft  mentioned,  were  James  Ruf- 
Itdl,  John  Plnllips,  Penn  Townfend,  Joleph  Lynde,  John 
Joy  lute,  Eliakim  Hutchinfon,  Nath.  Oliver,  John  Eyre 
Jeremiah  Du  mmer,  Wm.  '  ohnfon,  John  H  awthorne,  An¬ 
drew  Belcher,  Richard  Sprague,  James  Parker,  Dudley 
Brad  it  reef,  Nath.  SaltonRall,  Richard  Dummer,  Robert 
Pike,  John  Smith,  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Bond,  and 
Daniel  Pierce.  They  chole  Mr.  BradRreet  their  prefi- 
denr,  Ilaac  Addington  clerk  of  the  council,  and  Wait  Win- 
throp  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  and  appointed 
officers  in  the  leveral  ports  for  entering  and  clearing 
veffels,  and  John  Fofter  and  Adam  Winthrop,  two  of 
their  number,  Rewards  or  treafurers. 

Thzy  continued  to  pais  orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
thv.  legulation  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  authority  was 
weak,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  of  a  further  fettlement. 
1  hey  were  careful  to  avoid  reaffuming  their  charter. 
Be  (ides  the  exceptions  that  might  be  taken  whilft  the 
decree  againft  it  Rood  in  full  force,  there  were  many  who 
were  defirous  of  a  fettlement  from  England,  fenfible  of 
the  detects  in  the  charter ;  and  when  the  governor  and 
a fTembly,  afterwards  addreRed,  for  the  reRitution  of  it,  they 
de fired  luch  further  privileges  as  were  neceffary.  They 
had,  no  doubt,  received  advice  of  the  convention  called  by 
the  Prince  of  Orage,  and  in  imitation  of  it,  on  the  fecond 
of  May,  they  recommended  to  the  leveral  towns  in  the 
colony  to  meet,  and  depute  perfons,  not  exceeding  two 
for  each  town,  except  BoRon  four,  to  form  an  aflembly, 
to  fit  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month.  Sixty-fix  perfons  met, 
and  prelented  a  declaration  to  the  prcfident  and  former 
magiRrates  in  particular*,  taking  no  notice  of  luch  as  had 
affociated  with  them  ;  but  upon  receiving  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  they  defired  the  whole  council  to  continue  in 
their  Ration  until  the  2  2d  inRant,  at  which  time  it  was 
agreed  there  fhould  be  a  meeting  of  the  reprelentatives  of 

^  1  hey  declare  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  aiTiftants 
chof-n  and  (worn  in  1686,  according  to  charter  rights,  and  the 
deputies  then  lent  by  the  freemen  of  the  leveral  towns,  to  be  the  go¬ 
vernment  now  fettled  in  the  colony.  Records. 

all 


-  '*->  .  V"  *■ 


MASSAC  HUSETS-BAY.  38j 

a!]  the  towns  in  the  colony,  at  Bofton,  who  were  to  be  1689 
fpecially  inftru&ed  by  their  towns.  Letters  had  been  fenc 
to  Plimouth  and  to  Connecticut  to  acquaint  the  principal 
gentlemen  there,  with  what  had  been  done  at  Bofton. 

Both  thofe  colonies  were  content  the  governor  ftiould  be 
confined  at  Bofton,  and  both  reaflumed  their  old  form  of 
government.  Nothing  palled  relative  to  New-Hampfhire 
or  Rhode-lfland.  As  loon  as  the  news  reached  New-York, 
Nicholfon,  the  lieutenant-governor,  difpatched  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  directed  to  Simon  Bradftreet  and  Wait  Win- 
throp,  Efquires,  and  others. 

*  Plimouth  imitated  the  MafTachufets  in  fecuring  one  of  the  council 
who  was  within  that  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  declaration. 

A  declaration  of  fundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Plimouth,  Ap.  22, 

1689.  “  Whereas  we  have  not  only  juft  ground  to  fufpecl,  but  are 
“  well  allured  that  Nath.  Clark  hath  been  a  real  enemy  to  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  this  people,  and  hath,  by  lying  and  falfe  informa- 
“  tion  to  the  late  governor,  caufed  much  trouble  and  damage  to  this 
“  place,  endeavouring  to  deprive  us  of  our  lands,  and  expofing  us 
44  to  the  unjuft  feverity  of  perfons  ill  affe&ed  to  us,  whereby  a  con- 
fiderabie  part  of  our  ellates  is  unrighteoufly  extorted  from  us,  to 
“  the  great  prejudice  of  our  families,  and  the  lofs  of  many  neceiTary 
‘4  comforts;  and  he  perfifting,  from  time  to  time,  in  his  malicious 
torging  complaints  againfl  one  or  other  of  us,  whereby  we  are  in 
**  continual  hazard  of  many  further  great  inconveniences  and  mif- 
chiefs.  We  do  therefore  feize  upon  his  perfon,  refolving  to  fecure 
him  for  the  hands  of  juftice  to  deal  with  him  according  to  his  de- 
“  merit.”  MS. 

Mr.  Treat,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  gives  this  account  of  their 
proceedings,  in  his  letter  to  their  agent,  Jan.  6,  1689.  “  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May  laft,  upon  the  amazing  reports  and  tidings  of  the  re¬ 
volution  of  the  government  in  the  MafTachufets,  and  feizingofthe 
governor  and  fo  many  of  his  council,  and  that  part  of  the  country 
up  in  arms  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  it,  but  the  news  did  foon 
fly  like  lightning,  and  loon  after,  our  men  in  moft  places  gave  out, 
that  they  would  no  longer  obey  us,  or  fubmit  to  Sir  Edmund’s  go¬ 
vernment;  at  the  lame  time,  the  eaftern  Indians  went  on  in  their 
barbarous  cruelties  in  murdering  our  countrymen  at  the  eaftward  ; 
and  we  had,  by  letters  from  New  York  and  Long- Jfland,  caution 
given  us  of  feveral  pickaroons  that  were  on  the  coaft  to  alarm  us  on 
the  lea  board  ;  the  true  and  real  grounds  of  the  procedure  of  the 
colony  in  afluming  the  government  was,  falus  populi  eft  fuprema 

&  k  2  44  Gentlemen, 
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cc  V  Gentlet™n,  New-York,  1689,  in  May- 

,,  -  T  VV?Sr an  extraorc1  inary  iurprize  to  us  co  hear  ch 
tne  contufions  the  inhabitants  at  Bonon  have  occafioned 
■>y  tajirig  that  part  of  the  government  to  themfelves* 
and  that  they  have  feized  upon  the  perfon  of  his  excel¬ 
lency  and  feveral  of  the  officers.  We  cannot  imagine, 
mat  any  Rich  actions  can  proceed  from  any  perfon  of 
quality  amongft  them,  but  rather  promoted  by  the  rabble, 
and  that  for  the  fafety  of  his  excellency’s  perfon  thofe 
meafures  have  been  taken  ;  but  hope,  and  doubt  not,  be- 

0ie  t,lis  C!.me’  ^ie  hiry  of  thole  perfons  may  beallaved, 
ana  that  his  excellency  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  mav 

be  reftorecl  to  their  former  ftations,  or  at  Jeaft  have 
liberty  to  come  hither.  For  this  part  of  the  s-overn- 
muir,  we  find  the  people  in  general  inclined  to  pace  and 
quietnds  ,  and  doubt  not  the  people  will  remain  in  their 
duties.  Yv  e  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  fend  us  a  ibeedy 
anSwer,  tne  matter  being  of  (o  great  confequence,  tend¬ 
ing  to  tne  peace  and  quietnefs  of  us  all,  which  if  you 
we  remain  your  friends  and  (servants. 

Fra.  Nicholfon 
Frederick  Flypfe 
N.  Bayard 
S.  Courtiand.” 

The 

i 

.  inhabitants  of  New  York,  having  never  experienced  any 
£’* e,lt  G e g ■  c e  of  liberty,  there  would  have  been  no  grounds  of  fears 
°\a  '•evolL  ir  it  had  not  been  for  the  example  of  New-England.  From 
tnur  hr  u  1  iiojecliOH  to  England,  the  government  had  been  the  fame, 

, u Y"'  who  preceded  were  not  Iefs  abfolute 

tnan  tne  Englifh.  Upon  the  news  from  Eoflcn,  Capt.  Nichol- 
Jon  the  lieutenant  governor,  propofed  to  admit  part  of  the  trained 
bands  to  watch  and  ward  by  turns  within  the  fort,  under  their 
own  officers,  and  offered  to  apply  the  money  arifing  from  the 
cu  horns,  to  the  fortifying  the  city,  and  making  it  defenfible  a?ainit 
a  foreign  enemy.  Jacob  Leiller,  a  captain  of  the  trained  bands, 
h approve  to  have  a  ihip  juil  arrived  with  wines,  the  duties  whereof ' 
would  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  pounds,  which  he  refufed  to 
pay,  the  colieitor  being  a  papilt,  and  there  being  no  legal  au- 
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The  following  anfwer  was  returned.  i 

V  C 

cc  Gentlemen,  Boston,  nth  May,  1689. 

“  In  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  ftrft  ot  May  inftant,  giving 
an  account  of  your  having  received  the  general  intelli- 
cc  gence  of  the  revolution  occurring  here,  exprefilng  your 
€C  hopes  that  before  this  time  the  fury  of  the  people  may 
“  be  allayed,  and  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  the  reft  of 
“  the  officers  may  be  reftorcd  to  their  former  ftations,  or 

cafl  end  of  Long  Ifland  to  march  to  New- York,  in  order  to  take 
po  fie  Hi  on  of  the  fort,  to  prevent  its  being  delivered  up  to  fo¬ 
reigners.  When  they  came  within  twelve  miles  of  the  city,  beino* 
about  eighty  in  number,  they  fent  three  of  their  leaders  to  the 
lieutenant  governor,  who,  having  convened  his  council,  gave  them 
fix  t  anfvvers  as  induced  them  aud  the  reft  of  the  company  to  return 
home.  A  rumor  was  foon  after  fpread,  of  a  dehgn  to  maffacre  the 
inhabitants,  during  the  public  worfnip  in  the  Dutch  church,  upon  a 
Sunday.  The  Friday  before  the  day  for  the  fuppofed  execution,  the 
people  rofe,  and  feemingly  compelled  Leifler  to  head' them.  One 
Hal!  went  as  their  leader  to  the  fort.  The  guard,  confiding  of  the 
trained  bands,  readily  admitted  them.  Lei  Her  followed,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  men.  This  was  the  3  3  It  of  May.  The  fame 
evening  they  fent  for  the  keys  from  the  lieutenant  governor,  who 
was  obliged  to  deliver  them.  The  trained  band  confiding  of  fix 
companies,  the  captain  of  each  company  was  to  command  h  s  day 
according  to  their  order.  When  it  came  to  Leifler's  turn,  the  3d 
of  June,  he  caufed  an  alarm,  and  the  people  being  ail  brought  to¬ 
gether,  a  declaration  was  prepared  in  writing  ready  to  be  finned, 
‘‘  that  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  would  defend  the  proteilant 
religion,  and  keep  the  fort  for  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
until  their  Majefties  further  order.”  The  people  then  chofe  a  com¬ 
mittee,  who  affumed  the  name  of  a  “  committee  of  fafety.”  They 
appointed  Lei  Her  captain  of  the  fort.  ri  he  lieutenant  governor  with¬ 
drew.  In  his  abfence,  Leifler  takes  upon  him  the  adminiilration, 
and,  afrer  fome  time,  calls  himfelf  lieutenant  governor,  and  choofes 
a  council.  rI  he  piovince  continued  in  great  confufon,  until  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  governed  Sir  tighter  with  a  com  million  from  King  William  and 
Queen  iAary.  Leifler  field  thepoilefiicn  of  the  fort  agamic  the  governor, 
longer  tnan  he  could  juilby  himfelf  in  fo  doing.  His  enemies  took 
the  advantage  of  it,  and  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  as 
a  traitor.  I  he  party  rage  which  was  railed  on  this  occafion,7 was 
Kept  up  many  years  after  in  New-York,  and  defeended  to  the  pofte- 
ruy  of  each  fide, 

B  b  3  V  a| 
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l6Syu  at  lead  may  have  liberty  to  come  to  you.  We  perceive 
you  have  not  a  particular  account  how  things  are  at 
“  prefent  circumftanced  with  us,  there  being  no  other 
“  form  of  government  than  a  committee  for  fafety  of  the 
“  people  and  confervation  of  the  peace,  the  foldiers  Hill 
“  continuing  in  arms.  And  the  people  are  fo  well  finished 
“  in  the  juftifiablenefs  of  their  late  aftion,  that  they  con- 
“  tinue  their  lpirit  and  refolution,  to  purfue  what  they  have 
“  put  forth  in  their  public  declaration  printed,  which  is 
“  here  inclofed,  as  alio  a  printed  copy  of  the  advice  given 
“  by  ourfelves  and  others  unto  Sir  Edmund,  which  will 
“  -^hew  the  neceffity  of  our  then  interpofing.  And  we 
have  no  otner  nation  than  to  intend  the  common  iafety 
and  confervation  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power 
“  to  fet  any  perfons  at  liberty  who  are  confined  and  kept 
“  by  the  foldiers.  This  being  all  the  prefent  anfwer  we 
“  can  make  to  you,  if  accepted,  we  remain, 

“  Gentlemen,  your  friends  and  fervants, 

“  To  Capt.  Fran.  Nicholfon,  S.  Bradftreet 

“  Fred.  Phillips,  Nich.  Bayard,  Wait  Winthrop. 
“  and  Steph.  Cortland,  Elqrs.” 

The  reprefentatives  of  54  towns  met  at  Bod  on,  on 
the  22d  of  May  They  foon  difeovered  a  defire  to  re- 
affume  the  charter.  The  major  part  of  the  council  were 
again  ft  it.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  difputes.  The  peo¬ 
ple  without  doors  were  alio  much  divided  in  fentiments. 
On  the  24th,  the  governor  and  magiftrates,  chofenin  1686, 
figned  a  paper,  declaring  their  acceptance  of  the  care  and 
government  of  the  people,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
charter,  for  the  confervation  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  people,  until,  by  direction  from  England,  there  be  an 
orderly  fettlement  of  government,  provided  an  addition 
Ihould  be  made  of  fit  perfons  to  aftift  them,  as  was  defired, 
and  that  what  had  been  before  done  be  allowed,  and  the 
ftewards  be  reimburfed  :  This  they  did  for  the  fatisfaftion 

*  Each  town  gave  in  ft  u£lions  to  their  members  whether  to  re- 
alTume  or  not.  Fory  of  the  fifty -four  wete  for  re-afTump:ion  of  the 
cnarter. 
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of  the  people,  and  from  the  prefent  necefflty,  but  they  did  168 
not  intend,  nor  would  be  understood  to  intend,  an  aflump- 
tion  of  the  charter  government.  Their  declaration  was 
accepted  by  the  reprefentatives,  notwithstanding  its  being 
qualified  in  the  conclusion  of  it'*-  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Winthrop,  and  mod  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  added 
as  members  of  the  council,  and  who  had  a  Strong  party  in 
favour  of  their  continuing  fo  to  add,  generoufly  quitted  all 
claim  to  it,  in  confidence,  as  they  exprefs  it,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  inviolably  prelerved  in  their  obedience  to  the 
directions  expected  from  England,  and  that  the  peifons  of 
all  the  gentlemen  confined  fhould  be  well  treated,  and 
promifed  to  endeavour  to  pacify  the  people,  who  were  oil- 
Satisfied  on  their  account,  and  to  promote  the  public  tran¬ 
quility,  as  far  as  fhould  be  in  their  power. 

The  26th  (being  Sunday)  a  Ship  arrived  from  England, 
with  advice  of  the  proclaiming  King  Wiliiam  and  Queen 
Mary.  This  was  the  mold  joyful  news  ever  received  in 
New-England.  The  fears  of  the  people  of  any  very  bad 
confequences  from  their  late  addions,  were  now  over.  On 
the  29th,  the  proclamation  was  published  in  Bofton,  with 
greater  ceremony  than  had  been  known,  the  governor  and 
council,  civil  and  military  officers,  merchants  of  the  town, 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  country  being 
on  horfeback,  the  regiment  of  the  town,  and  many  com¬ 
panies  of  horfe  and  foot  from  the  country,  appearing  in 
arms;  a  grand  entertainment  was  prepared  in  the  town- 
houfe,  and  wine  was  ferved  out  to  the  ldldiers. 

The  5th  of  June,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fever al 
towns,  upon  a  new  choice,  affembled  at  Bofton.  The 
council  immediately  propofed  to  them  to  exhibit  articles 
againft  the  gentlemen  Seized  by  the  people,  or  elfe  to  con- 
fent  to  their  inlargemenr,  upon  fecurity  given  ;  but  this 
was  not  agreed  to~f\  The  next  day,  the  reprefentatives 

urged 

*  Bv  this  declaration  all  tfie  gentlemen  who  had  joined  the  governor 
and  affiftants  chofen  in  1686  were  excluded  from  the  new  council. 

t  Some  days  after,  Sir  Edmund,  by  letter,  demanded  an  imme¬ 
diate  releafe  of  himielf  and  the  other  perfqns  concerned  in  govern- 

£  b  4  went. 
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9o  fh  \theC°r!’  t0  take  up0n  them  the  part  they 

linn!  orders  hould  be  received  from  England,  and  declared 
tney  could  not  proceed  to  aft  in  any  thins  of  public  con- 

rt*  »«  conceded.”  An  acceptanceLTvoS, 
tins  declaration  being  given  as  the  reafon  of  the  vote. 

y  thele  fteps,  the  change  was  made  from  the  unlimited 
power  or  Sir  Edmund  and  four  of  his  council,  to  the  old 
government,  which  had  continued  above  fifty  years  •  bur 
the  weight  and  authority  did  not  return  with  the  form. 

,y  were  Scrupulous  of  their  power  themfelves,  and 
made  an  apology,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  for  caufino- 
certain  pirates  to  be  executed.  They  found  it  very  difficult 
to  raile  men,  and  continue  them  in  fervice,  for  the  defence 
o.  the  province.  Several  contemptuous  pamphlets  a  gain  ft 
them  were  pub  lifted  with  impunity.  Thirty  years  before, 
the  authors  of  the  like  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  capital 
o  rence.  And  although  the  fit  ft  advices,  received  after 
warms  from  England,  gave  them  fome  grounds  to  exped  a 
rc-edabh'Lmenc  of  government  in  the  old  form,  yet  thefe 
an  vices  were  loon  fucceeded  by  others  which  caufed  them  to 
oefpa.r  of  it *.  Mr.  Mather,  the  agent  in  England,  waited 
...c  event  oi  the  prince  of  Orange’s  expedition.  Soon 
alter  the  withdraw  oi  King  James,  Mr.  Mather  was  intro¬ 
duced 

mcnt  or  under  his  charge,  then  in  cuftody,  or  under  reftraint.  The 
2/:h  June  the  reprefentattves  refolded  that  Mr!  Jofeph  Dudley  Sir 

W  Ti°M  Ardr°S’ rMri  Edward  Rando!Ph,  Mr.  John  Pafmer.  Mr '  John 
etc,  u  Ir,  James  Graham,  Mr.  George  Farwell,  and  Mr  Janies  Sher- 

lock,  were  not  bailable,  and  Pent  up  feveral  heads  of  charges  again* 

*  “  We  are  far  from  willingly  doing  any  thing  arbitrary;  but  the 
long  want  of  direfl,ons  from  England  for  fetileLnt  of  government 

D°i  26!lyn  °°r  ha,ldS'”  *'*#»«'*  40*7, 

“  The  long  delay  cf  orders  from  England  referring  to  the  per. 
ons  confined  upon  the  revolution,  and  want  of  confirmation  of  the 
government,  ha  h  given  occafion  to  divers  ill  defigmng  men,  who 
were  taken  oft  from  their  employment  and  ways  of  uniult  rain 
ltudioully  to  employ  themfelves  in  oppofing  and  undervaluing 
authority,  which  hath  emboldened  others  to  tnofe  pradlices  which 

hath 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.  389 

duced  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  Lord  Wharton,  and  1689 
prevented  the  circular  letter  before  mentioned,  for  con¬ 
firming  governors,  being  fent  to  New-England.  The  14th 
of  March,  Lord  Wharton  introduced  him  again  to  the 
King*,  when,  after  humbly  congratulating  his  Majefty’s 
acceftion,  Mr.  Mather  implored  his  Majefty’s  favour  to 
New-England.  The  King  promifed  all  the  favour  in  his 
power;  but  hinted  what  had  been  irregular  in  their  former 
government.  Whereupon  Mr.  Mather  undertook  that* 
upon  the  firfb  word,  they  fhculd  reform  any  irregularities 
they  fhould  be  advifed  of,  and  Lord  Wharton  offered  to  be 
their ,  guarantee.  The  King  then  laid,  that  he  would 
give  orders  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  fhould  be  removed, 
and  called  to  account  For  his  mal-adminiftration,  and  that 
the  King  arid  Queen  fhould  be  proclaimed  by  the  former 
magiltrates.  Mr.  Mather  was  a  faithful  agent,  and  was 
unwearied  in  leaning  friends  for  his  country.  Btfides 
feveral  of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners,  he  had 
engaged  the  whole  body  of  the  diffenting  minifters,  whole 
weight,  at  that  time,  was  far  from  inconfiderable. 

The  family  of  Afhurft  had  always  been  friendly  to 
New-England.  The  firft  add  re  fifes  after  the  reiteration, 
were  fent  to  Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Leveret,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Hutchinfon,  to  be  delivered  to  the  King.  Sir  Henry 
Afhurft,  a  member  of  parliament,  was  more  particularly 
engaged  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Mather,  who  defired  that 
he  might  be  impowered  by  the  colony  to  appear  as  their 
agent.  Mr.  Hampden,  another  member,  alio  fhewed 
great  friend fhip.  The  houfe  of  commons  voted  the 
taking  away  the  charters  of  the  plantations  to  be  a 
grievance  ft,  and  a  bill  palled  the  houfe  for  reftoring 

charters, 

hath  rendered  them  criminals  of  the  higheft  nature,  by  committing 
felonies,  piracies,  and  murders,  and  theieoy  common  enemies  to  man¬ 
kind,  and  neqeffitated  us  to  draw  the  iword  of  jultice  againft  them, 
and  bring  them  to  trial  and  condemnation,  and  to  execute  fome,  to 
deter  others,  &c.  which  we  trull  will  not  be  offenfive  to  his  Majeily. 
Jfradftreet' s  letter  to  AJhurJl ,  "fan  29,  1689-90 

*  King  William  and  Qg^n  Mary  were  proclaimed  13th  Feb. 
f  At  a  committee  of  grievances,  Martis  50  Martii  1 688,  refolved 


.  nem. 
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^mentioned  n<^l  ^  ^W',Eng,and  charters  were  exprefly 

tte  Sw  Zc  ^  ^  bil1  ^  in  the  houfe  *  Lords, 

&^freknd-  rTbc  «"«■  Lent 'Jhe  beginning 
™,a  dre%nT  to  referve  the  appointment  of  the  ro- 

parliamen^1!1^  f‘  r  WaSu'n  Vah’  aUer  lofing  this  chance'in 
pa  liament,  to  try  for  the  reftoration  of  the  old  charter. 

A  new  charter,  with  as  many  of  the  old  privileges  as  could 
be  obtained,  was  all  that  could  be  hoped  for.  In  the  mean 
time,  application  was  made,  for  exprefs  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  be  granted  to  the  colony  to  exercife  government 
according  to  the  old  charter,  until  a  new  could  be  fettled, 
us  was  obtained  *.  At  the  fame  time  an  order  was  fent, 

commanding 

nem.  con.  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  thit  the  1-te  rrn 
fecutions  cl  quo  warranto*  agau.il  the  cities,  two  unh  Vd  *  he 

'  h:'iudC°;Penmh  b°r0UghS  “d  ^  P°“s’  the  pZlf  and 
latioJn  of  The'  hereUP°n:  ?nd  the  ^renders  of  charters  to  the  vio- 
houfe.  « llrn  ngut:’  ^V*1^1  and  grievances  By  the 
mittee  in  faid  r/fn!  t,1/S  ,louPc  d,oth  aSree  wltil  die  faid  com- 

1  antes  arrainft  if  "'"’-  2nd  that  the  Ia£e  P^fecution  of  qu0  war- 
Uo  aga«!l  .the  cities,  two  univerfities,  the  towns  corporate 

roughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  plantations,  and  judgment  thereupon’ 
and  the  furrenders  of  charters  to  the  violation  °o7  their S 
rights.,  aie  illegal  and  a  grievance. ”  AIS. 

*  William  R. 

•  7m^j  Land  vveI1-belovcd,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  w  -  ar» 
informed  by  feveral  addreffes  from  the  colony  of  the  MafficTuf  « 
bay,  and  particularly  by  the  addrefs  coming  to  u,  in'  the  nim-  of 

the  feZkofThe  C^fll,and  convention  of  the  reprefentatives  of 

notice  of  ourfh an  fald  c°}ony,  that  they  had  joyfully  received  the 
caufed  theZnrlPPy  *  ^  *?  ^  thr°ne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and 

rTorv  WVP  h  ,  Vhere?fto  be  iffued  throughout  the  fai  l  ter- 

approbadon  ofThe  ^  W  ^ 

fervation  of  fhi  n  on  your  parts,  for  the  pre- 

ie  peace  and  quiet  of  our  faid  colony  And  whereas 
you  give  us  to  underhand,  that  you  have  taken  ,  'V'  ^  “  g 

fent  care  of  the  gevernment  un  1  vm,  ft  f'  P°ny°U  Pf" 

therein;  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  impower  you  to  continue 
n  our  four  care  m  the  adminiftraden  thereof  and  preferva 

non  of  the  peace,  until  we  /hall  have  taken  fuch  refoludons  and 
given  fuch  direddons  for  the  more  orderly  fettiement  of  the  faid  go- 

vernment, 
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commanding  the  delivery  of  the  fails  taken  from  the  Rofei68S 

fricrate,  and  another  order  tor  Sir  Edmund  Anciros,  and 

the* other  perfons,  to  be  fent  to  England  *  Mr.  Mather 

1  intended 


vernment,  as  (hall  moft  conduce  to  our  fervice,  and  the  fecunty 
and  I'atisfaftion  of  our  fubje.as  within  that  our  colony  And  fo  we 
bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  in  Whitehall,  the  5  2th  day 

of  Auguft,  1689,  in  the  firftyearof  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty’s  Command, 

Colony  of  Maffachufets.  Shrewsbury. 


*  William  R.  ,  .  . 

Whereas  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  knt.  late  governor  or  our  dominion 

of  New-Enriand,  has  been  feized  by  fome  people  m  Bolton,  and 
is  under  dole  confinement  there,  together  with  Edward  Randolph, 
John  T refry,  and  divers  other  fubjefts,  who  have  humbly  requested 
us,  that  they  be  either  fet  at  liberty,  or  fent  in  fafe  cultody  into 
England,  to  anfwer  before  us  what  may  be  objected  again  ft  them  . 
We  do  hereby  will  and  require  that  the  faid  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
Edward  Randolph,  John  T refry,  and  others  our  fubjefts  that  have 
been  in  like  mannar  feized  by  the  faid  people  of  BoJon,  a. id  fha  1 
be  at  the  receipt  of  thefe  our  commands  detained  tnere  undei  confine¬ 
ment,  be  forthwith  fent  on  board  the  firlc  (hip  bound  higher,  to  an- 
fwer  before  us  what  may  be  objected  againft  them,  and  tnat  you  take 
care  that  they  be  civilly  ufed  in  their  paflages  from  New-England, 
and  fafely  conveyed  to  our  royal  prelence.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall  this  30th  day  of  July,  1 689-,  in  the  firft:  year  or  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

Nottingham. 

To  fuch  as,  for  the  time  being,  take  care  for  preferving  the  peace 
and  adminiftring  the  laws  in  our  colony  of  the  Maftacnufets-bay 
in  New-England,  in  America. 


c 


Of  all  that  were  concerned  in  the  late  government,  Mr.  Dudley 
felt  moft  of  the  people’s  refentment.  Oppreffion  is  lefs  grievous  from 
a  ftranger,  than  one  of  our  own  country.  Danforth  writes  to  l.  Ma¬ 
ther,  “  Mr.  Dudley  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  object  of  the  peo¬ 
ple's  difp’eafure,  even  throughout  ab  the  colonies  where  he  hath  fat 
judge;  they  deeply  refent  his  correfpondence  with  that  wicked  man 

Randolph  for  overturning  the  government. - The  governor  and 

council,  though  they  have  done"  their  utmoft  to  procure  his  enlarge¬ 
ment,  yet  can’t  prevail,  but  the  people  will  have  him  in  thejayl, 
and  when  he  hath  been  by  order  turned  out,  by  force  and  tumult 
they  fetch  him  in  again,”  &c.  Mr.  Dudley  to  C.  Mather,  June  ift. 
“  I  am  told,  that  this  morning  is  the  laft  opportunity  for  rolling 
away  the  ftone  from  the  mouth  of  this  fepulchre,  where  \  am  buried 

alive  in  which  I  yet  trouble  you  for  your  alMance.”  To  governor 
J  J  Bradftreet, 


I 
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t  Jts,  rh  **  - 

prevented  his  erabark“„“  Le«er,  a, S'P°V “  Pe,l> 
prefentiy  after  the  King"s  order  to  the  old  » 

trom  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Mr.  Dudley  &c  comnp3^’ 
of  then  ufage.  Nicholfon  and  UlheJ  c7me?0  Fn  n'"S 
aifo  with  their  complaints,  and  the  Indians  falling'  ‘°n 
1  tfcataqua  about  the  fame  time,  it  was  imputed  to^heT 
volution  m  the  Maflachufets,  and  the  4nd  of  t 

J i'he'^rf  “e  o™ ±"1““.'  ”]T 

x  c  f“'  r r  * 

and  then  to  fuffer  him  to°S  upon 

elcaped  from  thecaftle,  and  wen t?to  Rhode  In  !f  ft?ad’ 

-ain't  anT’d  ftrPfrd  him’and  fent  him  back  tothe  caftle 
°am  ^  1  he  firIt  opportunity  after  the  arrival  of  the 

King’s 

Bradftreet,  Sept.  12th,  “  After  twenty  weeks  ,  . 

pnfonment,  and  many  barbarous  ufaeef offerer!  u‘'afC0'Jntab,e  ,;n- 
ieven  weeks  whereof  are  upon  account  of  vo  -m£  therein>  the  lal1 

now  to  complain,  that  on  Monday,  the  whole  davTcr  ‘u  k®’  n  have 
no  victuals  till  nine  of  the  clock  u  /’  f  could  be  allowed 

offered  to  kindle  her  own  lire  to  warm  fom’nh^"  fthe  keePer’s  wife 
corporal  exprefly  commanded  the  lire  to  be  dii to Sf  f  ’\  me’  ?nd  the 
cppreffed  to  death.— God  will  hear  them  tLf  ~fmay  be  ea% 

F"yl°7  d;:ftiMS  !°r  your  oppreired  ^rZn  jp:Dn-t0  h:m-x 

Nath.  Mather  s  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  &c  J  ' 

•r«V'  &  ?rii.~;'d:fM“,cshrs  *•«* « «■  w-** 

S;p..  :,d  »  TI,C  Si  Edi  5  |,71T  :;i»“  K,“  V  'Hr. 

Mand,  where  Col.  Don-an  d id ,1” V  d }  frnval  at  Rhode- 
people,  and  himfelf  not  far  off  caufed  amC,da>/  and  fome  of  his 
%n-  In  this  interim  of  tTL  trNedtreM  °th  "  p*  °fr*  ^  de‘ 
Leverett,  William  Brattle,  Thomas  Maccam-  ’  ii'J  f‘nirhn’  John 
tne  ferry,  after  watch  fet  in  the  night  well  armed  J  in  l"  ri7’ 

ior 


♦ 
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Finn's  order  he,  with  Mr.  Dudley  and  feveral  others,  1689 
embarked  for  England  *.  The  general  court  thought  it 
advifeable  to  fend  over  two  of  their  members  to  join  with 
Sir  Henry  Alhhurft  and  Mr.  Mather  in  maintaining  their 
charges  againft  their  oppreffors,  as  well  as  in  foliciting  the 
reiteration  of  the  charter,  with  fuch  additional  privileges  as 
fhould  bethought  proper,  viz.  Elifha  Cooke,  and  Thomas 
Oakes  f,  both  of  them  affiftants.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  of'  "ood  underftanding,  and  had  been  well  educated, 
had  always  adhered  ftiffily  to  the  old  chartei,  and  w  len 
all  the  reft  of  the  affiftants  declined  reaffuming  it,  he  alone  • 
was  in  favour  of  iff.  Mr.  Oakes  was  a  man  01  lefs  conie- 
qnence,  but  attached  to  the  fame  fide,  having  been  fome 
time  a  reprefentative  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  not  of 
the  affiftants  when  they  refufed  to  reafliime.  They  were 
inftru&ed,  among  other  things,  to  follicit  in  parliament,  or 
elfewhere,  the  confirmation  of  their  ancient  charter,  and 

for  the  ftrangers  of  whom  I  demanded  a  pafs  ;  they  {aid  they  had 
one,  but  loft  it ;  they  knew  no  body  but  Major  Brockholt  and  Capt. 
Locker,  two  known  papifts,  whereby  I  fufpedied  them  to  be  really 
of  Sir  Edmund’s  people,  and  beat  the  drum.  I  lent  twelve  foi- 
diers  to  fearch  the  houfe  for  their  portmanteaus,  two  were  brought 
and  owned  to  be  theirs.  I  found  about  forty  letters,  moll  of  them 
directed  to  difapprovers  of  our  adtions,  which  earned  me  to  alarm 
the  town,  by  which  arlarm  I  got  immediately  about  five  handled, 
men  courageoufly  armed,  and,  while  the  committee  read  the  let¬ 
ters,  I  Tent  out  parties  to  fearch  for  ltrangers,  and  foi  the  men  o 
the  houfe  where  they  arrived,  being  perfons  who  never  joined  with 
us  to  watch  and  fortify,  nor  armed  in  any  alarm.  1  he  letters  being 
read,  and  nothing  found,  we  fufpedied  that  thofe  of ,coniequence 
were  gone,  and  io  remained  upon  our  guard.  In  the  morning  Mr. 
Lawrence  perufed  a  letter  from  his  grand-child,  wherein  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  faid  gentlemen  were  ditcovered;  upon  which  fiend tr 
proof  and  my  charity,  I  ventured  to  releafe  the  find  gentlemen, 
who  confeffed  we  had  juft  caufe  to  iuipebt  them,  ali  things  falling 

out  as  they  did.”  y 

The  four  perfons  firft  named  belonged  to  the  college  at  Cambridge. 

*  The  beginning  of  February. 

f  Mr.  Oakes  was  not  chofen  aflifiant  until  May,  after  they  em¬ 
barked, 

J  This  appears  from  the  files  of  the  court. 

£>  sit 
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9Sfre 'fliould6^  3nd  priv'Ie3es’  civil  and  facred>  and>  >f 

Hch  farther  °PPortumty,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining 

Theienr!7rnVlIegJeS  aS  m'8ht  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony! 

tended  aoainft?reR;  ^  fy  thismfans-  certain  articles  in- 
nued  againft  Str  Edmund  were  never  figned  by  them  *. 

He 

ffid'  tl’at  tbc  Ear!  of  Monmouth  told  him  they  had 
cufe  waS  ST  ,1  '^r  C°U?tryin  doing  it  s  but  Mr.  Cooke’s  ex 

it.  An  enquiry  into  thecond.-ft <’*f  -he  ,a;d  w?s  aSainil  doinS 

as  as  i-i j- 

as  fiL.  « 

Kmg3!govermbre'&cn  Pfh  s"^  ^^imprifom'trg  the 

were“upon  the  c>‘t C  *  J°h"  T™  t,WuPon  &»d.  that  the  agents 
Dla  ntsP  9  r»  f  ce  p8rf’  and  Were  readf  »  anfwer  any  com- 

£ declaimed' 'yernVVuh0  had  brouSht  the  qoo  warranto 
hen  declaimed  largely  againft  the  colony  for  tiiofe  deeds  by  which 

he  fuppofed  the  charter  forfeited  ;  but,  in  the  clofe  to  prevent  an 

aniwer,  acknowledged  that  what  he  faid  was  foreign  to  die  prefent 

cafe,  and  one  of  the  lords  faid,  let  us  keep  to  the  matter  before  u" 

toSirTd"!  W)rC  C required  to  give  thereafons  of  the  oppoftton 

tion  and  mherandl  ^  The^  began  with  his  prolan, a- 

ind’the  ;mnh(  endeavofurs  '°  the  ««"*  of  'he  prince’s  landing, 

tio  LordPnrl°fiTent,M  ^ ■ perfon  who  brou8ht  over  cbe  declarf- 
s?r  Fdmnn/  fnenu  (Mam  of  Carmarthen)  afked  who  imprifoned 
Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft?  Sir  John  Somers  rep!led,  The  country, 

hJL  mf  pprefled  b^  an  arbl"’ary  government,  did  there  as  we  did 

volnri™  •  P  T  Tan’rt00k  the  ?PPortur>ity  of  the  news  of  the  re- 

der  [  o'd  "m"  t0  (fee  tbeni!elves  kora  the  yoke  they  were  un- 

.W  •  L  t  Prefident-  *ou  <ay  ''  was  the  country  and  the  people 
that  is  no  body,  let  us  fee  A  R  onri  n  n  r  \  M  ^  * 
thplr  cuC*  u  •  i  A  b  d  C’  tbe  Perr°ns  that  will  make  it 

hndv  In!  fi  4Tu  15  a  Clar£f.  agairiit  the  King's  governor,  but  no 

behalf  of  th^  C  °  pa^£I*  bir  J*  Somers-  My  Lord,  we  are  here,  in 

behalf  nf  *  ^  thei>  COnCerns  and  «°t  in  the 

sfr  John  thl  Pa/T  Perlons-  One  of  the  agents  then  whifpered 

Zllil  u  at  :va;  a  ftick’  theP  would  fign  the  paper  im- 

£  L'b"  ht  «Pbed  no,  we  are  in  our  way,  and  have  fol- 
owed  the  direction  of  the  board,  and  if  they  will  bring  us  oft  thus 

ther  may-  ne  tbe  Lords  faid,  I  perceive  the  revolution  was 
t  e,as(-1.  'Vs  ®le>  by  tbe  unanimous  agreement  of  the  people; 
for  who  feized  and  imprifoned  the  l3te  lord  chancellor?  Who  feized 
and  imprifoned  the  lord  fuch  and  fcch,  naming  feveral,  and  fe- 

cured 


He  obtained, fome  time  after,  the  government  of  Virginia, i 
where  he  died.  Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  chief  juftice 
of  New-York,  and  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1690,  was 
at  Bofton,  in  his  way  to  his  poft.  Nicholfon  endeavoured 
for  the  government  of  New-York,  but  had  not  intereft  to 
carry  it,  and  was  appointed  lieutenant  governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  under  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  *. 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  which  began  before  the 
revolution  of  government,  continued  all  the  year  after. 
Madockawando,  fachem  of  the  Penobfcots,  who  came  into 
Pemaquid,  was  fent  to  Bofton,  where  he  arrived  juft  about 
the  time  the  governor  was  confined.  The  authority 
treated  him  kindly,  and  fent  him  home,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wrote  to  St.  Caftine,  and  defired  him  to  ufe  his  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  Indians,  and  offered  him  fafe  condudt,  if 
he  inclined  to  come  to  Bofton.  Madockawando  had  pro- 
mifed  his  intereft  for  redemption  of  the  captives  which  had 

cored  the  garrifon  of  Hall  ?  &c.  I  think  we  underdand  the  matter 
well  enough,  and  fee  no  reafon  why  we  may  not  go  forward  with 
the  proof.  Another  lord  fpake  to  the  fame  pnrpofe,  and  faid  the 
people  were  to  be  commended  for  what  they  had  done  ;  but  lord 
president  applied  himielf  to  the  agents,  and  faid,  gentlemen,  here 
has  been  a  pretty  deal  of  time  fpent,  my  lords  will  give  his  Ma* 
jefty  a  true  and  impartial  account  of  what  has  been  laid  on  both 
Tides,  and  wait  his  Majedy’s  further  pleafure,  and  you  may  with¬ 
draw  for  the  prefent.  The  next  day  Sir  Edmund  and  the  red  were 
difcharged  from  any  further  attendance,  and  a  report  being  made 
to  his  Majedy  in  council,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  the  matter 
was  ordered  to  be  difmiffed  on  both  Tides.”  (Mr.  Cooke's  letter .) 
Thus  che  agents  were  diverted,  by  their  own  council,  from  purfuing 
their  indruftions,  and  fupporting  a  charge  which  had  been  prepared 
and  ofrered  to  the  Lords  of  the  council.  It  was  well  known,  that- 
it  would  be  molt  agreeable  to  have  no  enquiry  made.  Lord  pre- 
fidenfs  own  arbitrary  aftions,  whilft  Earl  of  Danby,  for  which  no 
latisfaftion  had  been  given,  would  have  flared  him  in  the  face,  and 
it  would  not  have  well  confided  with  the  oblivion  intended  for  what 

had  pall  at  home,  to  have  been  very  drift  in  enquiring  into  tyranny 
in  the  colonies. 

*  He  wrote  to  the  Maflachufets  authority,  to  enquire  into  the 
date  of  the  Indian  war,  and  with  an  air  of  boading  concludes  his  let¬ 
ter,  “  From  him  who  has  the  honour  to  be  their  Majedies  lieute¬ 
nant  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
F.  Nicholfon,” 


been 
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1 68  c)  been  taken,  and  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war;  but  bot^ 
he  and  Caftine  deceived  the  government.  Madocka' 
wando  proved  a  mod  virulent  enemy. 

The  Indians  of  Penicook,  upon  Merrimack  river,  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1689,  profeffing  great  friend  {hip  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Waldron,  of  Quochecho*,  were  civilly  treated  by  him, 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  were  lodged  in  his  garrifon.  The 
Indian,  in  the  night,  opened  the  gate  to  a  great  number  of 
Saco  and  Penicook  Indians,  who  lay  hovering  round  it. 
They  killed  the  major  and  twenty  two  others,  and  carried 
away  twenty-nine  captives,  and  plundered  and  burnt  the 
neighbouring  houfes.  The  authority  at  Bofton  were 
equally  anxious  for  the  prote&ion  and  defence  of  the 
people,  as  if  they  had  been  within  the  colony,  and  lent 
out  forces  for  their  relief.  Intelligence  arrived,  foon  after, 
of  mifehief  done  in  feveral  parts  of  the  county  of  York, 
or  province  of  Main,  and,  on  the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  the  fort 
at  Pemaquid,  the  command  of  which  (being  garrifoned  by 
14  men  only)  was  given  to  one  Weemes,  an  officer  Sir 
Edmund  had  left  there,  was  bdieged  by  the  Indians.  It 
was  fo  fituated  as  to  be  overlooked  from  a  rock  near  to  it  ffi. 
From  thence  'the  Indians  galled  the  garrifon  to  fuch  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  next  day  they  capitulated  upon  terms,  which 
were  kept,  with  Indian  faith,  feme  of  the  men  being 
butchered,  and  the  others  carried  captive.  There  were  no 
hopes  of  fecurity  by  fea  or  land,  the  French  from  Quebec 
inftigating  the  Indians,  and  joining  parties  with  them,  and 
the  French  from  Acadie,  by  their  (mail  privateers,  infeft- 
ing  the  coafts,  and  taking  many  vcffels.  In  the  winter, 
therefore,  the  general  court  were  meditating  an  attempt 
both  upon  Port- Royal  and  Quebec.  Sir  William  Phips  J 

came 

*  In  New  H  amp  Hi  ire. 

f  Both  Engiilh  and  French  have  fell  into  the  like  mi  flake,  in  the 
fjruation  of  feveral  forts,  built  fmee  that  time. 

J  Sir  William  Phips  was  a  New- England  man,  born  at  Pemaquid 
in  16^0,  where  he  kept  {heep  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  then 
was  an  apprentice  to  a  fbip  carpenter.  When  he  was  free,  he  fet  up 
his  trade,  and  built  a  IhiD  at  Sheepfcote.  After  that,  he  followed 
the  lea,  and  hearing  of  a  Spanith  wreck  near  the  Bahamas>  he  gave 

fuch 
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came  to  New-England  in  the  fummer  of  i68g.  He  was  i6Jq 
thought  the  fitted  perfon  for  the  command  of  the  forces. 

Eight  fmall  veflels,  with  fevtn  or  eight  hundred  men,  was 
thought  afufficient  force  for  Port- Royal. 

Th  e  fleet  iailed  the  2  8  th  of  April,  and  returned  the  30th  x  6g& 
of  May.  The  fore  at  Port-Royal  being  in  no  capacity  to 
ftand  a  liege,  furrendered  with  little  or  no  refiftance.  Sir 
William  took  pofleflion  (as  appears  by  his  journal)  of  the 
whole  fea  coaft  from  Port-Royal  to  Penobfcot  and  the 
New-England  fettlements.  The  plunder  was  thought  equal 
to  the  whole  expence.  But  this  was  conjecture.  Theacqui* 
fition  was  fo  eafy  that  the  court  were  confirmed  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  defign  upon  Canada.  Befides,  the  ravages 
began  upon  the  frontiers  by  P  rench  and  Indians,  as  foon  as 
the  fpring  opened,  made  it  appear  more  necefiary  than 
ever.  Calco  fort,  with  above  iooperfons,  was  beiieged* 
and  taken,  whilft  the  forces  were  gone  to  Port-Royal. 

There  was  a  Hill  further  inducement,  they  hoped  to  re- 


an  T ZC0T  °F  TA Ea«!and»  t!lat  In  i6S3,  he  was  appointed 
mandci  of  one  of  the  King's  frigates,  the  Algier  Rofe  of  18 

guns  and  went  m  fearch  of  it,  but  failed.  Soon  after,  being  fitted 

ut  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  upon  a  fecond  voyage,  he  was  more 

uecefsfu1,  and  brought  home  a  treafure  of  near  three  hundred 

thoufand  pounds,  ms  own  (hare  being  about  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 

??T'n.  -o-  knighted  h:m.  He  was  foon  after  appointed 

■  igh  fterift  of  New-England,  which  he  accepted  with  aPview  to 
Krve  ms  country,  under  a  tyrannical  government,  but  he  could  do 
no  fervice,  and  was  in  England  again  in  1688.  King  James,  about 
the  time  of  his  abdication,  offered  him  the  government  of  New- 
England.  It  was  not  a  time  to  accept  of  it.  Sir  William  Inrl  iho- 
cnarafter  of  an  honell  man.  His  education  was  very  low  He^a 

AT  ^  ?per’  3nd  beinS  a  ftout  ma">  he  would  ufe  his  cine 
and  lift  after  he  was  governor.  Some  inftances  of  this  fort  wkh  a 

captain  of  a  man  of  war  and  a  collector  occafioned  complaints 

again  -  him  in  England,  which  he  was  lent  for  to  anfwer  and  fo 

far  julhfied  or  excufed  his  pall  condua,  that  he  w“  murnin*  £ 
ills  government,  when  he  fell  ficlr  ™A  A\aA  returning  to 

.  St.  Mary  Wo.In.th  chJi.ui  Ji'y  ft"'  J/g 

,o“U"°.tnSS  7  A"  bl'  “nwmmon  talents,  ha 
coltry  ‘  condition  in  life  to  be  the  firft  man  in  hi* 

t  *  May  17th.  ' 

^  c  commend 


9 


\ 


39s  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1 690  commend  themfelves  to  the  King’s  favour,  and  to  obtain 
the  eftablifiiment  of  their  government.  A  fmall  veflfel  had 
been  fent  to  England  exprefs,  the  beginning  of  April,  with 
a  reprefentation  of  the  expofed  fkate  of  the  colony,  and  the 
neceffity  of  the  redu&ion  of  Canada,  and  praying  for  a 
fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  the  King’s 
frigates  to  attack  the  French  by  fea,  whilft  the  colony 
forces  fhould  march  by  land  and  perform  their  parts  *. 

*  — The  confederation  of  thepremifes,  hath  put  the  govern^ 
ment  here  upon  fending  a  velfel  on  |5urpofe  to  give  their  Majefties 
and  moil  honorable  privy  council  a  true  information  of  the  pre- 
fent  condition  of  thefe  their  Majefties  colonies.  Sundry  planta¬ 
tions  eafterly,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  are  utterly  ruinated  and  de¬ 
populated.  The  war  was  begun  there  the  fummer  1688,  and  about 
yoo  foldiers  then  levied  in  this  colony  by  Sir  Edmund,  and  fent 
thither,  the  charge  whereof  is  not  yet  defrayed.-— Laft  fummer  we 
had  as  great  a  number,  or  more,  in  conftant  pay ;  the  whole  of 
the  rates  already  made  amount  to  more  than  twenty  thoufand 
pounds.  This  people  are  now  fo  very  poor,  that  many  profefs  they 
have  not  corn  for  their  families,  and  thofe  to  whom  wages  are  due, 
cry,  that  if  they  have  them  not,  they  and  their  families  muft  ftarve. 

. — There  being  now  wars  between  Holland  and  France,  fome  are 
fearful  left  the  Hollanders  fhould  eftay  the  poftefimg  themfelves  of 
Canada,  and  though  it  is  hopeful  they  may  prove  better  neighbours 
than  the  French,  yet,  conftdering  the  damage  that  will  thereby 
be  fuftained  by  the  crown  of  England,  in  lofs  of  filhery,  mail¬ 
ing,  furs,  &c.  it  were  better  to  expend  two  or  three  thoufand' 
pounds  for  the  gaining  that  place,  than  that  the  French,  or  Dutch 
either,  fhould  have  it.--— This  fmall  velfel,  coming  upon  this 
foie  errand  and  bufinefs,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  intereft,  muft 
not  be  permitted  to  return  empty.  We  have  confidence,  that, 
may  their  Majefties  have  a  true  information,  they  will  judge  the 
prefent  war  made  by  the  French  and  Indians  upon  their  fubjedls 
here,  to  be  more  their  Majefties  concern  than  their  fubje&s,  and 
will  not  fuffer  them  to  link  and  perifh  under  fo  heavy  a  burden, 
but  will  order  to  be  fent  out  of  the  King’s  (tore  four  or  five  hundred 
barrels  of  powder,  with  fhot  proportionable,  and  four  or  five  thou- 

fand  fuzees,  our  guns  being  many  of  them  loft  in  the  war. - 

You  may  allure  their  Majefties  that  it  will  encourage  their  fubjedls 
here,  with  all  alacrity  of  mind,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  there¬ 
with,  for  reducing  the  French  in  Canada  to  their  Majefties  obe¬ 
dience*  if  their  Majefties  fhall  give  orders  for  a  fuitable  number 
©f  frigates  to  attack  them  by  Gtv*  Danforth's  Utter  to- 

Sir  H,  AJhurfi ,  April  l*  1690, 

But 
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But  their  hands  were  too  full  in  England  to  give  any  at-  iSqo 
tendon  to  this  propofal.  The  Maflachufets,  however,  “ 
determined  to  proceed,  and  Connedticut  and  New- York 
engaged  to  furnilh  a  body  of  men.  Two  thoufand  were 
expected  to  march  by  Lake  Champlain  and  attack  Mont¬ 
real,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  forces  by  fea  fhould  be  be¬ 
fore  Quebec.  It  was  late  in  the  feafon  to  undertake  this 
great  affair,  but  they  tarried  longer  than  otherwife  they 
would  have  done,  in  expectation  of  the  ftores  they  had  fent 
for  to  England.  None  arriving,  the  9th  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  from  Nantafket.  There  were  between  thirty 
and  forty  veflels,  great  and  fmall,  the  largeft  of  44  guns 
and  200  men,  perhaps  not  of  fuperior  ftrength  to  a  fixth 
rate  man  of  war,  the  whole  number  of  men  about  two 
thoufand.  They  did  not  arrive  before  Quebec  until  the 
5th  of  Odober.  Great  dependence  was  had  upon  a  divifion 
of  the  French  force,  but  it  happened,  moft  unfortunately, 
that  the  foices  defigned  againft  Montreal  had  retreated, 
and  the  news  of  it  had  reached  Montreal  before  the  fleet 
arrived  at  Quebec,  fo  that  Count  Frontenac,  the  French 
general,  was  able  to  employ  the  whole  ftrength  of  Canada 
againft  this  little  army  *.  ”1  his  muff  have  ftruck  a  damp 

upon 

When  apian  is  thus  formed,  confifting  of  various  parts,  upon 
the  due  execution  of  every  one  of  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole 
depends,  it  mult  give.  great  pain  to  men,  who  have  not  loft  all 
f  eeling,  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  perform  the  parts  affiened 
them  and  much  greater  to  have  been  guilty  of  negleft  or  un- 
faithfulnefs.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of 
he  .vewAmk  and  Connefhcut  forces  failing.  A  letter  from 
Bofton  to  London,.  Nov.  24th  1690,  fays,  “That  the  enemy  had 
notice  of  our  coming,  very  long  before  we  could  get  at  them, 

tkcwlTlnr  lad  -a,’d  ln  beforehand>  that  the  five  nations  of 
A  U,  ^  idilari3'  .Wlth  a  party  of  Englilh  from  Connefticut  and 
Albany  fhould,  by  land,  alarm  the  French  quarters  about  Mont- 

^hen  thefewere  upon  their  march,  fome 

them  ‘  i  French  lnterefts>  hy  their  wiles,  decoyed 

A™  ‘  a  retreat  that  proved  unlucky  for  us.”  The  diftrafted 
the  government  of  New- York,  one  party  determined  to 

™  "  WeSb  ,1C  ’vterellf  the  other  had  engaged  in  it,  muft  have 
i-a  to  this  difappointment.  Leiller  writes  in  a  rage 
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i6jo  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh  forces,  and  they  could  have 
ut  hopes  of  fucceeding.  Le  Hontan,  a  French 
writer,  fays,  the  general  was  at  Montreal  when  he  heard 
tne  news  of  the  fleet’s  being  in  the  river,  and  that,  if  the 
Englifh  had  made  their  defcent  before  his  arrival  at  Que¬ 
bec,  or  two  days  after,  they  would  have  carried  the  place 
without  ftriking  a  blow,  there  not  being  200  French  in 
the  city,  which  lay  open  and  expofed  on  all  hands,  but 
that  they  lofl:  three  days  in  confulting,  before  they 
came  to  a  refoiution.  Succefs  is  wifdom  with  mankind  in 
general.  From  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  undertaking,  both 
Englifh  and  French  writers  have  treated  it  with  ridicule 
and  peculiar  contempt.  The  next  morning  after  the  fleet 
arrived,  Sir  William  lent  a  fummons  afliore.  If  it  was  too 
pompous,  the  anfwer  was  too  infolent.  The  Englifh  were 
called  hereticks  and  traytors,  and  told,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  revolution,  New-England  and  Canada  would 
have  been  all  one.  The  French  fay  the  Major  who  car¬ 
ried  the  fummons  was  threatned  with  a  gibbet,  and  bad 
like  to  have  fvvooned.  No  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  the 
Englifh  journals.  And  it  is  not  likely  to  be  true.  An 

to  governor  Braddreet,  Sept.  15  th  1690,  “  I  have  ufed  all  arguments 
and  means  poffible  to  reinforce  for  Canada,  but  by  Major  Win- 
throp’s  treachery  and  cowardice,  with  the  red  of  his  tools,  hath 
rendered  the  work  altogether  impracticable,  his  errand  being  fo 
far  edefled  as  to  leave  us  in  a  weaker  date  than  he  found  us. 
Neverthelefs,  we  defpair  not  in  the  lead  fo  to  maintain  that  pod, 
that  it  fhall  defy  him  and  all  his  affailants  ever  to  dare  attempt¬ 
ing  fuch  lewd  unaccountable  practices  in  fuch  a  rebellious  manner, 
as  his  keeping  a  garrifon  in  Livingdon's  houfe,  poding  centinels 
to  challenge  the  grand  rounds,  and  other  crimes,  not  only  to 
flop  our  proceedings  to  pafs  the  lake,  but  to  anfwer  the  ambitious 
ends  of  the  confederates  united  therein  to  divert  our  forces 
another  way.— —Good  God  !  haw  mondrous  is  it,  under  pretence 
of  general  adi dance,  to  cover  their  particular  intereds  and  bring 
to  pafs  fuch  treacherous  purpofes.  Mr.  Livingdon,  that  betrayer 
of  the  province  and  arch  confederate  witji  yourfelves,  being  willing 
to  have  expofed  us  to  the  remaining  inhabitants  ;  however,  God 
be  thanked,  we  had  thofe  that  made  early  provifion  againd  thefe 
devices,”  &c. 

Thus  Winthrop’s  chara&er  feems  to  have  been  made  a  facrince 
to  Leider’s  vanity  and  madnefs. 

attempt 
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attempt  was  made  to  land  the  next  day  (the  7th)  hut  the 
violence  of  the  wind  prevented.  The  8th,  they  landed 
all  the  effective  men,  amounting  to  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  hundred*.  They  were  fired  upon  from  the 
woods  by  French  and  Indians,  and  marched  in  diforder, 
and  did  not  attempt  tocrofs  Charles  river,  which  lay  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  town.  Night  overtook  them.  Upon 
examining  a  deferter,  he  gave  them  luch  an  account  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  French,  as  difcouraged  them  from  ad¬ 
vancing  any  farther.  The  (hips  were  drawn  up  the  next 
evening  before  the  town.  They  did  little  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  were  much  fluttered  by  the  cannon  from  their 
batteries.  The  forces  continued  afiiore  until  the  nth, 
rather  upon  the  oefenfive,  when  they  embarked  with  pre¬ 
cipitation.  A  council  of  war  was  called  the  next  day,  and 
propofals  were  made  for  another  attempt,  after  a  few  days 
refrefhment  for  the  men  ;  but  tempeftuous  weather  came 
on,  which  drove  fome  of  the  veffels  from  their  anchors 
and  fcattered  the  whole  fleet,  and  they  made  the  belt  of 
their  way  back  to  Bofton,  where  Sir  William  arrived  the 
19th  of  November.  Some  of  the  fleet  were  blown  off  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  one  was  loft  upon  Anticofta,  and  two  or 
three  were  wrecked  or  never  heard  of.  It  appeals  bv 
mar.ufcnpt  letters,  that  about  two  hundred  men  were  loft 
by  the  enemy  and  fickneft  f .  The  fmall-pox,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Bofton  before  they  failed,  had  got  into  the  army. 
Many  died  of  the  camp  difeafe  after  their  return,  and 
iprcad  the  infection  among  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton. 

I  his  was  was  a  humbling  ftroke  to  New-En»land  The 
return  of  the  New- York  and  Connecticut  forces  was’  the 
moft  vjfible  caufe  of  the  difappointment.  Walley,  who  had 
the  command  of  the  land  forces,  gave  in  a  journal  of  his 
proceedings  to  the  general  court.  His  conducft  was  cenfured 
by  particular  perfons,  but  there  was  no  public  enquiry. 


left  3^^ea“ekfpon  m  ^  ^  nUmber’  and 

1  W1ililan!  {ays’  in  reprefentatio.n  to  Kino-  William  that 

he.  did  not  lofe  aoove  30  men  by  the  enemy.  '  *  1 
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The  government  was  utterly  unprepared  for  the  return 
of  the  forces.  1  hey  feem  to  have  prefumed,  not  only 
upon  fuccefs,  but  upon  the  enemy’s  treafure  to  bear  the 
charge  or  the  expedition.  The  foldiers  were  upon  the 
point  of  mutiny  for  want  of  their  wages  f.  It  was  utterly 
imprafticable  toraife,  in  a  few  days,  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
as  would  be  necefiary.  An  aft  was  pafifed  for  levying  the 
fum,  but  the  men  could  not  flay  until  it  fhould  be  brought 
into  the  treafury.  The  extreme  difficulty,  to  which  the 
government  was  thus  reduced,  was  the  occafion  of  the  fir  ft 
bills  ot  credit  ever  iffued  in  the  colonies,  as  a  fubftitute  in 
the  place  of  money  *.  The  debt  was  paid  by  paper  notes 
from  two  (hillings  to  ten  pounds  denomination,  which  notes 
were  to  be  received,  for  payment  of  the  tax  which  was  to 
be  levied,  and  all  other  payments  in  the  treafury.  This 
was  a  new  experiment.  They  had  better  credit  than 
King  Ja  mes?s  leather  money  in  Ireland,  about  the  fame 
time.  But  the  notes  would  not  command  money,  nor  any 
com rriodi ties  at  money  price.  Sir  William  Phips,  it  is  faid, 
exchanged  a  large  fum,  at  par,  in  order  to  give  them  credit. 
The  foldiers,  in  general,  were  great  fufferers,  and  could  get 
00  mare  than  twelve  or  fourteen  (hillings  in  the  pound. 
As  the  time  of  payment  of  the  tax  approached,  the  credit 
of  the  notes  was  railed,  and  the  government  allowing  five 
per  cent,  to  thofe  who  paid  their  taxes  in  notes,  they  be¬ 
came  better  than  money.  This  was  gain  to  the  poffefifor, 
but  it  did  not  reftore  to  the  poor  foldier  what  he  had  lolt 
by  the  difeount  Sir  William  Phips,  alter  a  few  weeks 
*  tarry 

/  *  1 .  j  \ 

f  Arma  terjenti,  orrtnia  dat,  qui  jufta  negat. 

*  Baibadoes  was  the  fir  ft  which  followed  the  example.  Mr. 
Wcodbridge,  a  New-England  man,  was  the  projector.  Their  Hills 
fane  (blow,  that  the  if!. and  was  in  confufion,  and  they  loon  aboiifhed 
them.  All  the  colonies  upon  the  continent,  Nova-Scotia  excepted, 
have,  frit  or  lad,  with  very  different  fuccefs,  gone  into  the  fame 
fubftitute.  It  may  be  made  a  query,  whether  the  project  of  a  land 
bank  in  England  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  which  entirely  tailed* 
was  not  taken  from  this,  expedient  of  New  England. 

£  The  government,  encouraged  by  the  re  ft  oration  of  credit  to  their 
bills,  afterwards  iffued  others  for  charges  of  government.  They 

obtained 
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tarry  in  Boftcm,  embarked  for  England,  to  follicle  an  ex- 1690 
pedition  from  thence  again#  Canada,  the  government,  at 
the  fame  time,  fending  their  humble  addrefs  to  their 
Majefties,  fliewing  the  neceffity  of  it. 

Whilst  the  forces  were  gone  to  Canada,  and  the  event 
uncertain,  the  Indians  pretended  to  be  dilpofed  to  peace. 

obtained  good  credit  at  the  time  of  their  being  iflued ,  The  charges  of 
government  were  paid  in  this  manner  from  year  to  year.  Whilft  the 
fum  was  fimall,  filver  continued  themeafure,  and  bills  continued  their 
value.  When  the  charges  of  government  encreafed,  after  the 
fecond  expedition  to  Canada  in  17 11,  the  bills  likewife  en¬ 
creafed,  and  in  the  fame  or  greater  proportion  the  filver  and 
gold  were  fent  out  of  the  country.  There  being  a  cry  of  fcarcity 
of  money  in  1714,  the  government  caufed  50,0001.  to  be  iflued, 
and  in  1716,  ioo,oool.  and  lent  to  the  inhabitants,  to  be  paid  in 
at  a  certain  period,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  pafs  as  money.  Lands 
were  mortgaged  for  fecurity.  As  foon  as  the  filver  and  gold 
were  gone  and  the  bills  were  the  foie  inftrument  of  commerce, 
pounds  Ihillings  and  pence  were  altogether  ideal,  for  no  poflible 
reafon  could  be  afligned  why  a  bill  of  twenty  Ihillings  fhould 
bear  a  certain  proportion  to  any  one  quantity  of  filver  more  than 
another :  Sums  in  bills  were  drawing  into  the  treafury  from  time 
to  time  by  the  taxes,  or  payment  of  the  loans,  but  then  other 
fums  were  continually  ifluing  out,  and  all  the  bills  were  paid 
and  received  without  any  diftindion  either  in  public  or  private 
payments,  fo  that,  for  near  forty  years  together,  the  currency 
was  in  much  the  fame  ftate,  as  if  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  had  been  ftamped  in  pieces  of  leather  or  paper  of  various 
denominations,  and  declared  to  be  the  money  of  the  government, 
without  any  other  fandion  than  this,  that,  when  there  fhould  be 
taxes  to  pay,  the  treafury  would  receive  this  fort  of  money,  and 
that  every  creditor  fhould  be  obliged  to  receive  it  from  his  debtor. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  medium  could  retain  its  value  ? 

In  1702,  6s.  8d.  was  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  In  1749,  50 s. 
was  judged  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  I  faw  a  five  fhilling  bill 
which  had  been  iflued  in  1690  and  was  remaining  in  1749,  and 
was  then  equal  to  eight  pence  only  in  lawful  money,  and  fo  re^ 
tained  but  about  one  eighth  of  its  original  value.  Such  was  the 
delufion,  that  not  only  the  bills  of  the  Maflachufets  government 
palled  as  money,  but  they  received  the  bills  of  the  government  of 
Connedicut,  New-Hampfhire  and  Rhode  Ifland  alfo  as  a  currency. 

The  Maflachufets  bills  pafled  alfo  in  thofe  governments.  In  1749 
bills  of  credit  were  abolifhed,  and  un  efs  the  evils  which  they  oc- 
cafioned  fhould  be  forgotten,  the  government,  it  mull  be  prefumed, 
will  never  iflue  any  more. 


C  c  4 


Major 


\ 


the  history  of 

I%°Ma}Qrp!ke  and  Major  Hutchinfonf,  two  of  the  affiftants; 
we  e  appo.oted  to  treat  with  them  at  Wells,  but  nothing 

v-  rT'  °n  291,1  of  November>  fix  of  the  chiefs, 

tsr  i  LCremS^  Toqualmot,  Watombamet,  Naiffumbuk 
Walombee,  an« d 1  John  Hawkins  *,  brought  in  ten  captives] 
and  in  behalf  of  the  Pemcook,  Winnapiffiaukee,  Offapv 
Pigwacket,  Amafcoggin,  Pejepfcot:,  Kenebeck  Indians] 
and  all  adjacent  places,  within  the  territories  of  thole 
Sagamores,  agreed  upon  a  truce  until  the  firft  of  May  en- 
fuing,  upon  which  day  they  were  to  meet  at  the  houfe  of 
lieutenant  Storer,  in  Wells,  and  to  bring  in  all  the  En^Iilh 
captives,  and  to  fettle  articles  for  a  firm  and  Jailing  peace. 
1  his  agreement  was  made  at  Sagadehoc,  with  Capt.  John 
Alden,  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  for' that 

purpole  In  conference  of  this  truce,  the  land  enjoyed 
reit  for  the  winter.  J  } 

t6$i  At  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Danforth,,  the  deputy 
governor,  and  feveral  others,  with  a  proper  <mard,  re- 
paired  to  Wei  s,  but  no  Indians  appeared,  Capt.  Con- 
veife  went  out,  and  meeting  with  lome  of  them,  their 
came  in,  bringing  two  captives  with  them,  and  promifed 
m  twenty  days  to  bring  in  all  the  reft.  The  deputy 
governor  returned  difappointed,  and  a  frefh  fupply  of  25 
men  were  lent  to  Storer’s  houfe,  where  they  were  fcarcely 
arrived,  when,  on  June  oth,  an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
gam  Ton  by  200  Indians,  withMoxus,  a  noted  Sachem,  at 
their  head  ;  but  the  fortunate  arrival  of  thefe  recruits  pre¬ 
vented  the  enemy  from  fucceeding.  Divers  were  killed 
at  Berwick,  Exeter  and  Cape  Nidduck.  A  fmall  army 
was  fent  into  the  eaftern  country  by  fea,  which  landed  at 
Maquoit,  and  marched  to  Pejepfcot,  but  met  with  none  of 


f  Grandfon  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon, 

*1  ne  lalt  received  nis  name  from  the  Englifli,  his  Indian  name 
not  mentioned.  I  lie  others  are  names  of  dignity,  it  being  their 
cufi.om  when  one  c  hie  a  dies  to  give  the  name  to  his  fucceiTor  in  office, 
though  not  or  his  family.  1  here  were  an  Edgeremet  and  Narftom- 
Onit  at  the  treaty  of  Falmouth  in  1 7 4.9 .  Toxus  has  been  the  name 
of  a  Norridgewock  chief  for  divers  fucceffions.  Perhaps  from  the 
fame  caufe  that  the  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemies  kept  up  thofc  n.amejsjin 
Fgypt^  a  icfped  for  them  that  fir  11  bore  them. 
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the  enemy.  As  the  Englith  were  re-embarking,  they  wee  1691 
attacked  by  a  great  body  of  Indians.  Their  veffeis  were 
aground.  Englifh  and  Indians  kept  firing  all  night.  The 
Indians  were,  by  this  army,  diverted  from  going  over  to  the 
liles  of  Shoals,  which  they  intended  to  have  done.  The 
frontiers  were  unmolefted  after  this,  until  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  7  people  were  killed  and  taken  at  Berwick, 
and  the  next  day,  between  20  and  30  at  Sandy-beach  ; 
and  in  October,  a  family  was  deftroyed  at  Rowley,  and 
another  at  Haverhill.  On  the  25th  of  January,  the  town 
of  York  was  deftroyed.  Mod  of  the  houfes  were  un¬ 
guarded.  A  gun,  fired  by  the  Indians,  caufed  many  of  the 
inhabitants.to  run  to  their  doors.  They  found  themfelves 
fur  rounded  with  Indians ;  about  50  of  the  Englifh  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  near  an  hundred  captivated. 

The  minifter,  Shubael  Dummer,  who  was  in  great  efteem, 
was  fhot  dead,  as  he  was  mounting  his  horfe  at  his  door, 
and  his  wife  and  family  made  prifoners.  They  fet  fire  to 
the  houfes,  four  fortified  houfes  only  holding  out  againft 
them,  viz.  Alcock’s,  Prebles ’s,  Harman’s,  and  Norton’s. 

A  party  of  men  were  fent  from  Portfmouth,  but  too  late 
to  give  relief. 

Whilst  thecolony  was  thus  diftrefied  within  themfelves, 
their  enemies  in  England  took  the  advantage  of  their  di- 
ftreffes,  and  ufedthem  as  an  argument  againft  the  reditu- 
tion  of  the  charter,  imputing  all  to  the  bad  adminiftration 
of  government.  The  difference  between  their  agents  alfo 
increafed.  Mr.  Wifwall,  a  minifter  of  Plimouth  colony,  a 
gentleman  of  piety  and  learning,  was  in  Bofton  when  Mr. 

Cooke  and  Oakes  were  about  to  embark,  and  he  was  de¬ 
fined  to  go  with  them.  He  had  no  credentials.  He 
joined  in  politicks  with  Mr.  Cooke,  rather  than  with  Mr. 
Mother.  The  people  of  Plimouth  were  extremely  defirous 
of  continuing  a  leparate  government,  but  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained,  they  chofeto  be  annexed  to  the  Maffachufets, 
rather  than  New-York.  When  Mr.  Slaughter  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  New-York,  Plimouth  ' was  put  into  * 
is  com  million,  but  by  tneinduftry  and  difcreet  application 

of 
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169 1  or  Mr.  Mather,  the  commifiion  was  altered  *  An  order, 
after  this,  was  iflued  to  the  Lords  chief  juftices.  Holt 
and  Pollexfen,  and  the  attorney  and  follicitor  general  "f", 
to  draw  up  a  new  charter  for  the  MafTachufets,  and  Pli- 
mouth  was  included  in  it*  "When  INdr.  "Wifwall  underflood 
this,  he  oppofed  it,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  feparate  grant. 
This  offended  the  follicitor  general,  and  he  flruck  out 

Plimouth, 

*  Connecticut,  to  remove  all  exception,  obtained  the  opinion  of 
Jiree  great  lawyers  upon  the  cafe  of  that  colony,  which  was  as  follows. 

“  The  corporation  of  Connedicut  colony  in  New-EnHand,  not 
having  under  their  public  feal  furrendered  their  charter,  and  there  be¬ 
ing  no  furrender  upon  record,  only,  when  it  was  propofed  to  them,  by 
the  late  King  James,  that  they  fhould  take  their  choice,  whether  they 
would  be  under  the  governor  of  New- York  or  of  Bofton,  they 
humbly  prayed,  that  they  might  Hill  enjoy  the  privilege  of  chufin  r 
their  own  governor  according  to  their  charter,  but,  if  the  KinS 
was  refolved  otherwife  they  faid  they  had  rather  be  under  Bolton 
than  under  New- York.  After  which,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  did, 
by  a  commifiion  from  the  late  King  James,  invade  the  liberty  of 
the  people  in  that  colony,  and  exercife  a  government  oyer  them 
contrary  to  their  charter,  which  they  moil  unwillingly  fubmitted 
to.  But  fince  the  late  happy  revolution  in  England,  the  people 
of  Connecticut  have  chofen  a  governor  and  afiifiants  according  to 
their  charter,  and  doubt  not  but  that  they  have  a  legal  right  to 
their  former  privileges. 

Qu.  Whether  the  charter  belonging  to  Connecticut  in  New- 
England  is,  by  means  of  their  involuntary  fubmiflion  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Andros’s  government,  void  in  law  fo  as  that  the  King  may 
fend  a  governor  to  them  contrary  to  their  charter  privileges,  when 
there  has  been  no  judgment  entered  againli  their  charter  nor  any 
furrender  thereof  upon  record. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  fuch  fubmifiion  as  is  put  in  this  cafe  doth 
not  invalidate  the  charter,  or  any  of  the  powers  therein  which  were 
granted  under  the  great  feal,  and  that  the  charter,  not  being  furren¬ 
dered  under  the  common  feal,  and  that  furrender  duly  enrolled  of 
record,  nor  any  judgment  entered  of  record  again#  it,  the  fame  re- 
mains  good  and  valid  in  law,  and  that  the  corporation  may  lawfully 
execute  the  powers  and  privileges  thereby  granted,  notvvithftanding 
fuch  fubmifiion  and  appointment  of  a  governor  as  aforefaid. 

2d.  Aug.  1690.  .  ^  °  Ed.  Ward. 

f  am  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  as  this  matter  is  dated  there  U  no 
ground  of  doubt.  Geo.  Treby. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion.  J,  Som  ers.” 

f  Treby  and  Somers,  The 
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Plimouth,  and  it  was  again  intended  they  fhould  be  an- 1691 
nexed  to  New-York.  When  this  news  reached  the  colony 
of  Plimouth,  many  people  were  alarmed,  yet  their  general 
court  perfi fired  in  defiring  Sir  Henry  Afhurft,  their  agent, 
to  apply  for  a  feparate  charter,  without  fignifying,  that 
they  chofe  to  be  joined  to  the  Mafiachufets,  rather  than  to 
New-York,  nor  could  they  raife  any  money,  the  people 
about  Briftol,  Dartmouth,  &c.  pretending  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  any  charter  for  them,  nor  the  Maflfachulets 
neither.  The  fentiments  of  many  of  the  belt  men  in  the 
colony  were  known  to  Mr.  Mather,  otherwife,  it  is  not 
improbable,  Plimouth  would  finally  have  been  included  in 
New-York  commiffion,  although  near  300  miles  diftant*. 

When 

4 

The  proceedings  againft  Rhode  Ifland  having  been  very  near  the 
fame  with  thefe  againft  Connedicut,  the  fame  opinion  would  ferve  to 
juftify  them  in  reatTuming  their  charter.  The  refufal  of  the  Mafia¬ 
chufets  houfe  of  deputies  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince,  and  to  make  the  like  fubmifiion  which  the  other  two  colonies 
had  done,  caufed  a  judgment  againft  their  charier,  and  however 
equitable  a  re-aftumption  might  have  been,  yet  they  were  barred  from 
a  lawful  claim  to  it. 

*  Your  fervice  in  keeping  us  from  New-York,  and  all  other  inti¬ 
mations  for  the  good  of  this  colony  is  thankfully  received,  and  it 
v/ould  have  been  well  pleafing  to  myfelf  and  fundry  others  of  the 
moft  thinking  men,  who  are  defirous  of  fupporting  the  miniftry 
and  fchools  of  learning,  to  have  been  annexed  to  Bofton,  yet  the 
greateft  part  of  the  people,  and  of  our  deputies,  are  moft  defirous 
of  obtaining  a  charter  for  themfelves,  if  pofiible  to  be  procured, 
though,  fo  far  as  I  can  difeern,  they  had  much  rather  be  annexed 
to  the  Mafiachufets  than  to  New-York,  yet  are  not  willing  to 
have  it  mentioned,  left  it  fhould  divert  any  endeavours  for  ob¬ 
taining  a  diflindl  charter  for  themfelves. - It  was  voted,  that  two 

hundred  pounds  fhould  be  raifed  by  a  voluntary  contribution.  On 
trial  made,  though  fome  particular  men  and  towns  did  contribute 
liberally,  yet  others,  by  reafon  of  the  great  charge  of  the  war, 
and  partly  being  difeouraged  by  fome  leading  men,  telling  them 
that  they  would  but  throw  away  their  money,  that  they  would 
never  be  like  to  obtain  a  charter,  nor  you  neither  for  the  MaT 
fachufets,  thereby,  the  fum  propofed  fell  confiderably  fhort,  and 
by  the  courts  order,  the  whole  fum  not  being  raifed,  none  was 
to  be  fent. - -Not  being  in  a  capacity  to  make  rates  for  the 

equal  defraying  the  charge,  I  fee  little  or  po  likelihood  of  obtain¬ 
ing 
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reftSon  of  rh  l  'T  foundLlc  impoffible  to  obtain  the 

as  manv  nff  rh  °  d  ?arter’  hlS  nexc  care  W3S  t0  preferve 

SrSv  r  giS  C°Lnta,ned  in  *  as  be  could. 
Sir  Henry  Afhurft  joined  with  him  in  all  his  meafures. 

Mr.  Cooke  was  for  the  old  charter,  or  none  at  all.  Mr. 
Oakes,  tae  other  agent,  joined  with  Mr.  Cooke f.  It  was 
doubtful  whether  they  had  authority,  by  their  inflations 
to  follicit  for  any  other.  In  the  firft  draught  of  a  new 
charter,  the  governor  only  was  referved  to  the  King  the 
deputy  governor  and  council,  and  other  officers,  were  to 
be  chofen  by  the  people,  and  the  governor  had  no  nega¬ 
tive  in  any  cafe  This  draught  was  made  by  the  attorney 
general,  according  to  what  he  took  to  be  the  King’s  mind 
as  expreffed  in  council.  It  was  prefented  at  the  council’ 
board  the  8th  of  June  1691  *,  when  it  was  objected,  that, 

4C  by 

ing  a  charter  for  us,  unlefs  their  Majefties  out  of  their  royal 
bounty  and  clemency  gracioufly  pieafa  to  grant  it,  fub  forma  pau- 

*Math  n  v1/  PT  T  l0y3lrfubjeiaS  °f  this  coloW-  7 •  to 

Math.1,  Otlob.  16.  1691.  a  he  charter  was  complete  before  th-'s 

letter  could  arrive.  .  r 

,  J  ^r;,°abeS’,h0W7e/’J  %ned  the  Potion  for  a  new  charter,  a!- 
tnougn  Mr.  Cooke  refuted. 

*  W1hiHl  the  Maffachufets  agents  were  foliicking  a  charter  for 
that  colony,  a  projed  was  fet  on  foot,  by  Dodor  Cox,  for  formW 
a  grand  colony  or  date,  more  extenfive  than  all  the  other  colonies 
togeuier.  Tne  original  draught  of  a  charter  has  this  entry  upon 
In  tne  council  chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  2 2d  of  Augud 
rhe  right  honorable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade 
and  foreign  plantations,  are  pleafed  to  refer  the  confideration  of  this 
ciraugat  or  a  grant,  to  Mr.  Attorney  general,  who  is  defired  to  con- 
Jidei  how  rar  tne  fame  is  confiding  with  law,  and  to  report  his 
opinion  tneretipon  to  the  committee,  William  Blathwait.”  The 
report  of  tne  Attorney  general  runs  thus,  “  May  it  pleafe  your 
?oralhips,  m  ooedience  to  your  order  of  reference,  I  have  nerafed 
tflls  d™ught,  ^d  1  ebneeive  their  Majedies  may  ered  fuch  a  corpo¬ 
ration  (as  is  here  purported)  and  enable  them  to  purchafe  fuch  lands 
anc  exercife  government  in  the  dime.  But  the  claufe  of  conhf- 
catmg  tne  flnps  and  goods  of  their  Majedies  fubjeds,  who  fhall 
traae  to  fuch  place  without  the  company’s  permitfion,  will  not  be 
good  in  law.  Alfo  fome  claufes,  particularly  about  the  oaths  a&d 
courts  and  officers,  need  be  more  dearly  and  intelligibly  penned 
Geo.  Treby,  Aug.  25th  1690.”  ’  ^ 
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<c  by  fuch  a  charter  as  this,  the  King’s  governor  would  be  1690 
made  a  governor  of  clouts*,”  and  an  order  patted  for  pre¬ 
paring  the  heads  of  another  draught.  When  they  were 
prepared,  a  copy  was  given  to  Mr.  Mather,  with  an  order 
from  their  Lordfhips,  that  u  if  the  agents  were  not  fatisfied 
therewith,  they  ttiould  bring  in  their  objections  to  the 
attorney  general.”  Mr.  Mather  was  fo  diflatisfied,  that 
he  declared  he  would  fooner  part  with  his  life  than  con- 

fen!: 

By  this  charter,  certain  perfons  were  to  be  made  a  corporation, 
capable  in  law  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  &c.  and  to  acquire  and 
purchafe  lands  goods  and  chattels  of  the  feveral  natives  and  other 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  lying  and 
being  in  breadth  from  36  1 -half  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which 
is  the  northerly  bounds  of  Carolina,  to  46  i-half  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  and  in  length  from  the  pacifick  ocean,  otherwife  called  the 
ibuth  lea,  unto  the  wefterly  bounds  of  the  Englifh  colonies  of  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland  and  the  heads  of  the 
great  rivers,  in  a  certain  ridge  of  mountains,  feparating  the  colony 
of  Virginia  from  the  reft  of  the  continent,  which  runs  into  the 
bay  of  Cheftpeak  and  from  thence  into  the  atlantic  ocean,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  iftands,  lakes,- quarries,  mines.  Sec.  and  all  appur¬ 
tenances  what  foe  ver,  to  hold  ufe  and  to  give  grant  and  difpofe  of 
the  fame,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  other  corporation  within  the 
realm  of  England  might  or  could  do. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  aftiftants,  were  to  be  annu¬ 
ally  chofen  by  the  company  in  England. 

They  had  power  to  caufe  to  be  tranfported  fubje&s  and  ftrano-ers, 
alfo  goods,  chattels,  and  merchandize. 

None  were  to  inhabit  or  dwell  within  the  bounds  of  the  patent, 
or  to  trade  with  the  natives,  without  leave  of  the  corporation. 

All  who  fhould  go  thither,  or  be  born  there,  to  have  the  liberty  of 
free  and  natural  born  fubjech. 

Power  to  eftablifh  provinces,  counties,  cities,  towns,  diftri&s 
and  jurifdi&ions,  as  fhould  be  thought  fit. 

.  |!nc*er  t^lejr  common  foal  in  the  King’s  name,  to  appoint  judges 
juftices,  fheriffs,  conftables,  and  all  other  officers  civil  and  military. 

By  fuch  commanders,  governors  and  officers  as  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  corporation  to  ereft  forts,  See.  to  aflemble  and  put 
m  warlike  pofture  the  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter  by  fea  and  land 
ail  perfons  invading,  annoying,  See. 

A  general,  court  eftablifhed,  each  city  or  borough  to  fend  two 

with  powej  to  make  laws,  &c.  for  the  royal  approbation, 
to  raife  taxes  for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  colony. 

Free  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

Mother's  Narrative* 
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1651  lent  to  them.  He  was  told  “  the  confent  of  the  agent  , 
was  not  defired  j  the  agents  of  INew-England  were  not 
plenipotentiaries  from  a  fovereign  ftate  ;  if  they  declared 
they  would  not  fubmic  to  the  King’s  pleafure,  his  Majefty 
would  fettle  the  country,  and  they  might  take  what  would 
follow.”  Sir  Henry  Afhurft,  with  Mr.  Mather,  drew  up, 
notwithftanding,  their  objections  againft  the  minutes,  in¬ 
filling  upon  the  King’s  promife,  and  that  charters  might  as 
well  be  refufed  to  be  reltored  to  any  of  the  corporations  in 
England,  where  they  had  been  taken  away,  astoNew-Eng- 
landf.  Theobjeftions  were  prefented  to  the  attorney  gene¬ 
ral 


f  Mr.  Hampden,  upon  this  occafion,  defired  the  opinion  of  Mr* 
Hooke,  a  counfellor  of  note,  which  he  gave  as  follows  ; 

“  There  are  two  parties  which  foiiicit  the  affairs  of  New-England, 

1.  Thofe  who  labour  for  an  union  of  the  whole  territory  under  a 
captain-general,  who  fhould  govern  by  commiffion  from  the  King, 
without  any  refpetft  to  former  charters. 

Againft  this  party,  it  is  juftly  obje&ed;  that  a  people,  who, 
feme  years  fince,  left  their  native  country  for  the  fake  of  their  con¬ 
ferences,  and  adventured  to  inhabit  a  wildernefs,  which  had  juft 
before  been  fwept  of  its  inhabitants  by  a  dreadful  plague,  who  had 
added  fo  many  of  the  heathen  to  the  inheritance  of  our  blefted 
Savior,  which  no  other  chriftian  planters  have  done,  who  have  added 
fo  great  a  territory  to  the  Englifh  erppire,  and  are  fo  ufeful  to  all 
other  Englifh  plantations,  who,  rather  than  break  with  England, 
fubmitted  to  theTurkiili  commiffion  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and 
who  have  maintained  civility  beyond  any  ether  people  on  earth, 
I  fay,  that  fuch  a  people  fhould  have  their  whole  conftitution 
overturned  by  a  new  fort  of  government,  would  be  hard  and  un¬ 
reasonable.  That  for  the  prefent  government  to  do  all  this,  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  arbitrary  and  juftly  exploded  proceedings 
of  the  laft  reign,  would  be  fcandalous  and  difhonorable. 

2.  The  other  party,  labour  to  have  the  feveral  charters  of  the  re- 
fpe&ive  colonies  reftored. 

Againft  them,  it  is  juftly  obje&ed,  that  a  bare  reftoration  of  their 
charters,  and  efpecially  of  the  Maffachufets,  would  be  of  no  fervicc 
at  all,  as  appears  both  from  the  charter  itfelf  and  the  pra£lice  of 
that  colony,  who  have  hardly  purfued  the  terms  thereof  in  any 
one  inftance,  which  hath  given  colour  to  evil  minded  men  to  give 
them  difturbance. 

1.  As  to  the  charter  itfelf,  that  colony,  fhould  they  have  their 
charter,  would  want, 

1  ft.  Power 
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ral  and  laid  before  the  council,  and  a  copy  fent  to  the  King  j 
in  Flanders,  but  all  had  no  effect.  The  King  approved  of 
the  minutes,  and  didiked  the  objeftions  made  to  them,  and 
the  charter  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Blaithwait*  according  to 
them.  The  only  queftion  with  the  agents  was,  whether 
to  fubmit  to  this  new  fettlement,  or  to  fignify  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  that  they  had  rather  have  no  charter  atalh 
Mr.  Cooke  continued  firm  to  his  firft  principles,  and  as  he 
would  never  take  any  one  ftep  towards  obtaining  the 
charter,  fo  he  utterly  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  when  granted, 

i  ft.  Power  to  call  a  parliament,  or  fele£l  aftembly,  for  there, 
many  thoufand  freemen  have,  thereby,  an  equal  right  to  lit  in  their 
general  aftembly. 

2.  Power  to  lay  taxes  and  raife  money,  efpecially  on  inhabitants 
not  being  of  the  company,  and  ftrangers  coming  to  or  trading 
thither. 

4.  They  have  not  any  admiralty. 

5.  Nor  have  they  power  to  keep  a  prerogative  court,  prove 
wills,  &c. 

6.  Nor  to  ereft  courts  of  judicature,  efpecially  chancery  courts. 

2.  The  deficiency  of  their  charter  appears  from  their  pra&ice, 

wherein  they  have  not  had  any  refpeft  thereto,  but,  having  ufed  the 
aforefaid  powers  without  any  grant,  they  have  exercifed  their  charter 
powers,  alfo,  otherwife  than  the  charter  dire&ed. 

1.  They  have  made  laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 

2.  Their  laws  have  not  been  under  their  feal. 

3.  They  have  not  ufed  their  name  of  incorporation. 

4.  They  have  not  ufed  their  feal  in  their  grants. 

5.  They  have  not  kept  their  general  courts,  nor, 

6.  Have  they  obferved  the  number  of  aftiftants  appointed  by  the 
charter. 

A  middle  way,  therefore,  feems  molt  defirable,  viz.  that  new 
charters  be  granted  to  the  refpe&ive  colonies,  wherein  the  former  to 
be  recited,  and  the  proceedings  againft  them  refpe&ively,  and  a 
new  grant  made,  ^in  terminis,  by  the  words  grant  and  confirm,  and 
reciting  the  deficiency  in  the  former  charter,  all  thofe  powers  may 
be  vefted  in  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets  for  the  time  being  ; 
and  the  colonies  which  have  no  charters  to  be  annexed  to  the 
Maffachufets  colony,”  & c. 

*  The  charter  has  been  faid  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Sir  John 
Somers,  a  mi  flake  from  his  having  drawn  the  firft  which  was  re¬ 
fufed  ;  others  faid  it  was  done  by  Mr.  Locke.  There  are  fo  many 
inaccuracies  as  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  if  done  by  either  of  thofe 

great  men.  It  is  more  probable  they  fhould  come  from  Mr. 
Blathwayt. 


and 
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;i65i  and  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  colony  from  accept- 

ing  it  alfo  f .  Mr.  Wiiwall’s  principles  and  conduct  were 
the  fame  wnh  Mr.  Cooke’s,  and  he  endeavoured  to  pre- 
juclice  the  colony  of  Plimouth  againft  the  charter,  as 


f  Hon.  Sir, 


London,  Nov.  4.  x  69 1  * 


The  foregoing  went  by  Capt.  Blower,  {bon  after  which,  Mr 
is  lath  w  ay  t  prepared  the  draught  of  the  charter,  which  was  agreed 
wO  by  the  lords  of  the  committee,  and  afterwards  by  them  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Lords  of  the  council  and  there  alfo  pailed,  fo  as  the 
dedimus  was  hgnect  by  the  lords  of  the  great  feal  Oidober  the  7th 
that  1  o  the  leal  might  be  affixed  when  they  pleafed,  but  a  Hop 
was  put  thereto  for  lome  time,  and  it  was  given  out,  that  there 
womd  be  no  further  proceeding  therein  till  the  King’s  return  to 
court,  who  was  then  expend  the  ft rft  fair  wind,  which  was  not 
tin  tne  19th  day,  but  fome  being  reltlefs  and  impatient  till  that 
matter  was  made  irretrievable,  got  it  to  pafs  the  great  feal  about 
two  days  before,  and  tne  commiilion  and  inftrii£tions  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  were  then  faid  to  be  alfo  prepared,  though  his  Ma jelly 
has  not  yet  declared  who  ft) all  be  the  governor,  and  lieutenant 
or  deputy  governor,  and  I  am  informed,  that  it  will  be  a  week 
at  lead;  before  he  will,  there  being  feveral  that  now  move  for  it 
bendes  Sir  William,  and,  it’s  1  id,  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty 
that  lay  in  for  the  government  of  New-York.  I  have,  herewith, 
fent  a  copy  of  the  charter,  which,  in  fome  things,  you  will  find' 
comes  fhort  of  the  minutes,  and  the  province  of  New-Hamplhire 
left  out,  and  notwithftanding  the  country  of  Nova-Scotia,  &c.  is 
therein  granted,  yet  an  after-c'aufe  thereby  takes  away  all  the  right 
to  the  foil  to  tiie  eaiiward  of  Sagadehock.  Had  any  petition  come 
from  New-Hamplhire,  refpefting  their  deft  re  to  be  continued  under 
the  Maflachufets,  in  all  probability  it  had  been  granted  them,  but 
the  contrary  being  affirmed,  and  that  they  deilred  to  be  diltinft, 
gave  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Allen  to  gain  his  point,  which  doubt- 

lefs  will  be  much  to  their  prejudice. - When  the  court  fhall 

have  the  charter  before  them,  they  will  then  fee  how  far  it 
anfwers  their  defire  and  expectation,  and  know  what  they  have  to 
trull  to,  whom  I  pray  God  to  direed  for  the  beft.  It  mult  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  you  have  no  plenipotentiaries  for  you  here,  and  if 
any  thing  faid  or  done  here,  by  any  employed  by  you,  fhould  be 
conft  ued  as  obliging  of  you,  you  know  how  far  you  have  obliged 
yourfelves  by  your  commiffions  aud  intensions  to  them.  I  hope 
you  have  been  careful  not  to  perpetuate  any  public  revenue,  or  any 
officers  falary  or  ftipend,  nor  large  fees,  & C*  Mr*  Cooke's  letter  to 
Gey.  Bradjlrect . 

the 


- 


A  mi* _ . 


\ 


MASS  ACHUSETS-BAY.  4j3 

other  did  that  of  the  Mafiachufets.*  The  nomination  of i6$o 
the  officers  referved  to  the  crown  was  left,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  the  agents,  or  rather  to  Mr.  Mather,  who  was 
confidered  as  injiar  omnium .  -f* 

Sir  William  Phips  was  the  perfon  recommended  for 
governor.  He  had  been  chofen  by  the  colony  an  affift- 
ant,  the  year  before,  and  was  acceptable  to  the  people  in 
general.  Mr.  Stoughton  had  been  appointed  deputy- 

* - “  I  do  believe  Plimouth’s  fllence,  Humphries  negleft,  and 

the  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  of  one  at  lead:  who  went  from  Ncw- 
Pmgland  in  difguife  by  night,  hath  not  a  little  contributed  to  our 
general  difappomtment. — Plimouth,  the  Maflachufets  as  far  weft 
as  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  northward  3  miles  beyond  Merri¬ 
mack  river,  the  province  of  Mayne,  and  the  lands  from  Sagade- 
hoc  e aft  ward,  as  far  as  the  eafternmoft  extent  of  Acadia  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  .  are  clapt  into  one  province,  under  fuch  reftri&ions  as  1  be¬ 
lieve  will  not  be  very  acceptable  to  thofe  inhabitants  who  muft  lofe 
their  ancient  names.  There  are  in  the  new  charter  28  counfellors 
{of  which  4  for  Plimouth)  a  governor  and  deputy,  all  nominated 
by  one,  who  affcs  as  it  he  were  a  foie  plenipotentiary.  The 
governor,  deputy  and  fecretary  are  to  be  nominated  and  continued, 
only  durante  bene  placito .’  Sir  W.  P.  hath  one  that  labours  hard 
for  his  advancement.—!  only  reflect  on  New-England’s  condition, 
under  this  juncture  of  providence,  much  like  that  of  the  Jews,' 
under  Cyrus  afeendmg  the  throne  of  their  oppreflbr.  At  his  firft 
appearance,  they  were  in  hope  to  rebuild  their  city  and  fandluary* 
but^  were  depiived  of  their  expected  privileges  all  his  days, 

by  ill-mindea  counfellors. - All  the  frame  of  heaven  moves  upon 

one  axis,  and  the  whole  of  New-England’s  intereft  feems  defigned 
to  be  loaden  on  one  bottom,  and  her  particular  motions  to  be 
concentrick  to  the  MaiTachufets  tropick.  You  know  who  are  wont 
to  trot  after  the  Bay  horfe.  Your  aiftance  is  your  advantage,  by 
which  you  may  obferve  their  motions.  Yet  let  me  mind  you  of 
that  gieat  ftatefman,  Ecclef  vii.  14.  Few  wife  men  rejoice  at  their 
chains.  *Doubtlefs  it  would  be  accounted  hypocrify  before  God, 
and  ground  of  deipair  among  men,  to  fee  any  perfon  receive  and 
entertain  the  piefent  and  undeniable  evidences  of  his  difappoint- 
ment,  witn  the  ufual  teftimonies  and  compliments  attending  the 
defire  accomplifhed,  V/ifwall  to  Hinkley,  Nov,  5.  1 69 1  ^ 

f  *  Pray  let  me,  by  eight  o’clock,  hive  the  names  yoit  would 
.  have  for  governor,  deputy  and  afliftants,  that  I  may  give  them  to 
sny  lord  prefident,”  &c.  Sir  H.  AJhurft  to  I.  Mather ,  Sept.  3,91. 

P  d  prefident 
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169  iprefident  by  King  James,  and  although  he  had  not  re¬ 
covered  his  intereft  To  far,  with  the  people,  as  to  obtain  a 
vote  lor  an  affilfant,  yet  Ire  flood  v$ell  with  many  perfons 
of  influence,  particularly  with  Mr.  Mather,  the  fon,  who 
wrote  to  his  father  in  favour  of  him.f  Mr.  Addington, 
the  fecretary,  was  at  that  time  fecretary  to  the  colony. 
The  emoluments  of  that  office  were  fmall,  compared  with 
the  duty,  and  fo  he  was  in  lefs  danger  of  a  competitor. 
The  28  counfellors  were  perfons  of  the  belt  characters  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  colonies,  of  which,  by  the  charter, 
they  were  to  be  inhabitants  or  proprietors.  Several,  who 
had  been  of  the  afliftants  chofen  by  the  people,  were  left 
out  of  the  number,  Mr.  Cooke  in  particular,  alfo  Thomas 
Danfort!:,  William  Browne,  William  johnfon,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Oakes,  and  Jeremiah  Swayne.  All  thefe,  except 
Mr.  Browne,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  too  com¬ 
pliant  with  Sir  Edmund,  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  old 
charter,  and  Mr.  Mather,  no  doubt,  expedted  they  would 
appear  in  oppofition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  ;  for, 
however  extraordinary  it  may  appear,  the  peop  .e  of  the 
country  were  far  from  being  unanimous  in  fubmitting  to 
it,  expecting,  that  if  it  fliould  be  refufed,  they  might  main¬ 
tain  their  right  to  their  old  privileges.  They  thought  it 
would  be  a  Angular  hard  cafe,  that  the  effedts  of  the  late 
defpotifm  muft  be  felt  by  them  alone,  of  all  their  Ma- 
jefties  fubjecls  ;  all  other  charters,  whether  there  had  been 
judgments  againft  them,  or  whether  there  had  been  a, 
furrender  only,  being,  by  one  means  or  other,  reftored. 
But,  it  was  faid,  there  was  this  difference  between  the 
cafe  of  the  Maflachufets  and  mod  of  the  other  charters. 
In  general,  there  was  no  room  for  legal  exception  to  the 
powers  exercifed  by  the  corporations,  but  the  Maflachufets 
charter  not  being  intended,  when  it  was  granted,  for  fuch 
government  as  is  neceflary  to  be  exercifed  in  a  colony 

f  “  Mr.  Stoughton  is  a  real  friend  to  New-England,  and  willing 
to  make  any  amendment  for  the  mi  (carriages  of  the  late  govern-, 
meat.  I  wifh  that  you  might  be  able  to  do  any  thing  to  reftorer 
him  to  the  la of  his  country,”  Cotton  to  Increafe  Mather* 

remote 
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remote  From  its  mother  country,  a  reverfion  of  the  former  1691 
judgment  would  have  been  of  no  fervice ;  .and  Sir  George 
Treby  declared  to  Mr.  Mather,  Sir  John  Somers’  and  the 
two  Lords  chief  juftices  being  prefent  and  affenting  to  it,' 
that  44  if  the  judgment  againft  the  charter  fhould  be  re-* 
verfed,  and  the  government  fhould  exercife  thofe  powers 
which,  before  the  quo  warranto,  they  had  done*  a  new 
writ  would  iflfue  out  againft  them  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and 
there  would  be  a  judgment  againft  them,  and  fuch  an  one, 
as  that  there  would  be  no  room  for  a  writ  of  error.”  By 
the  old  charter,  it  was  faid?  they  had  power  to  imprifon 
or  inflict  punifhment,  in  criminal  calls,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  corporations  in  England,  but  that,  uniefs  capital 
cafes  be  exprefsly  mentioned,  the  power  would  not  reach 
them  ;  that  no  power  was  given  to  er eft  judicatories  or 
courts  for  probate  of  wills,  or  with  admiralty  jurifdidion* 
nor  any  power  to  conftitute  a  houfe  of  deputies  or  repre- 
fentatives,  nor  to  impofc  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  nor  to 
incorporate  towns,  colleges,  fchools,  &c.  which  powers  and 
privileges  had  been,  notwithftanding,  ufurped.  Whether 
many  of  the  corporations  in  England  had  not  deviated  as 
much  from  their  original  conftitution,  and  whether  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  are  not  punifhable  for  ufurpations,  and  not 
the  corporation  itfelf  extinguifhed  or  diffolved,  as  was 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  city  of  London,  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  determine.  Seventy  years  practice  under  a  new7  charter* 
in  many  refpeCts  to  be  preferred  to  the  old,  has  taken 
away,  not  only  all  expectation,  but  all  defire  of  ever  re¬ 
turning  to  the  old  charter.  We  do  not  envy  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  governments  which  retained,  and  have  ever  fince 
praCtifed  upon,  their  ancient  charters.  Many  of  the  moft 
fenfible  men  in  thofe  governments,  would  be  glad  to  be 
under  the  fame  coniiitution  that  the  Maftachufets  province 
happily  enjoys. 

Sir  William  Phips  arrived  at  Bofton,  with  the  charter;  r 
the  1 4th  of  May  1692.  He  iffued  writs  for  a  general10*- 
affembly,  which  met  the  8th  of  June  following. 
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*%2  Although  a  party  was  formed  which  oppofed  a  fub- 
miflion  to  the  charter,  yet  a  majority  of  the  court  wifely 
and  thankfully  accepted  it,  and  appointed  a  day  of  lolemn 
thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  “  granting  a  fafe 
arrival  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Increafe  Mather,  who  have  induftrioufly  endeavoured  the 
fervice  of  this  people,  and  have  brought  over  with  them 
a  fettlement  of  government,  in  which  their  Majefties  have 
gracioufly  given  us  diftinguifhing  marks  of  their  royal 
favour  and  goodnefs.” 

Sir  William  arrived  juft  at  the  beginning  of  as  ftrange 
an  infatuation  as  any  people  were  ever  under.  A  con- 
fiderable  number  of  innocent  perfons  were  facrificed  to 
the  diftempered  imagination,  or  perhaps  wicked  hearts, 
of  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  bewitched.  But  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  far  as  I  propofed,  I  leave  the  relation  of  this 
unfortunate  affair,  and  other  tranfaflions  and  occurrences 
fince  the  prefent  charter,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
public  by  fome  abler  pen. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

^  *  -  ,  >  ,  * 

The  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution  of  the  Colony,  and 
the  fpecial  Religious  Cuftoms. 

IT  was  one  great  defign  of  the  firft  planters  of  the 
Maflachufets  colony,  to  obtain,  for  themfebcs  and 
their  poflerity,  the  liberty  of  worfhipping  God  in 
fuch  manner,# as  appeared  to  them  to  be  moil  agreeable 
to  the  facred  fcriptures.  Whilft  they  remained  in  Eng¬ 
land,  they  continued  in  the  communion  of  the  church, 
fuch  of  them  excepted  as  were  excluded  from  it  for  non¬ 
conformity  to  fome  of  the  ceremonies.  With  fome  of  the 
ceremonial  parts  of  worfhip,  they  were  all  more  or  lefs 
diflfatisfied.  The  canons  or  laws  of  the  church,  and  the 
rigid  execution  of  them,  they  accounted  a  grievous  burden. 
The  form  of  government  in  the  church,  was  not  a  general 
fubjedt  of  complaint.  They  were  very  careful  to  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves,  from  the  Brownifts  and  other  leparadfts. 
Had  they  remained  in  England,  and  the  church  been 
governed  with  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  the  prefent 
day,  they  would  have  remained,  to  ufe  their  own  expref- 
fion,  “  in  the  bofom  of  that  church  where  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  their  hopes  of  falvation.5’*  They  were  of  the 
fame  ftamp  with  Doflor  Prefton,  Dodtor  Sibbs,  Mr.  HiJ- 
derfham,  Rogers,  Dod  and  other  old  puritans,  who  tho* 
called  nonconformifts,  yet,  1  fuppofe,  never  feparated,  but 
refrained  from  fuch  ceremonies  and  fuch  parts  of  the  liturgy 
only,  as  they  fcrupled  to  ufe.  However,  they  did  not  fup¬ 
pofe  the  form  of  epifcopal  government  to  be  enjoined  by 
divine  authority,  fo  as  to  make  it  unlawful  to  fubmic  to,  or 
to  eftablifh  any  other  form.  They  knew  very  well,  that 

*  The  (bn  of  one  of  the  firft  mmifters,  in  a  preface  to  a  fermon 
preached  foon  after  the  revolution,  remarks  “  that  if  the  bilhops 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  firft  had  been  of  the  fame  fpirit' 
with  thofe  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  there  would  have  been 
no  New- England.” 
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-P-thei.  arrival  in  America,  they  would  be  no  longer 
subject  to  any  diocefan  in  England,  but  they  took  no  rnea- 
iures  for  the  eftabiifhment  of  epifcopacy,  under  any  re- 
ilriftions  or  limitations  by  i*oyal  or  national  authority. 
-  hey  mu  ft,  however,  have  fuppofed  fome  form  or  other 
oi  church  government  would  be  necefifary,  but  they  were 
‘  far  from  being  determined  what  it  fkould  be.  *  Mr.  Hil- 
derfham  advifed  them  to  agree  upon  it  before  they  left 
England,  but  itwas  negle&edj  perhaps  it  was  impracticable. 
They  knew  how  far  Mr.  Endicot  had  proceeded  in  form¬ 
ing  the  fir  ft  church,  and  how  much  it  refembled  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  feparatifts  at  Phmouth,  and  foon  after  the 
news  of  it,  one  company  who  were  defigned  for  j\Tew- 
Engiand,  formed  themfelves  into  a  church  in  the  new  hof- 
pitiil  at  Himouth,  and  John  Warham  and  John  Maverick 
were  chofen  and  ordained  their  minifters.  Both  of  them 
had  before  been  ordained  by  biftiops.  The  feparatifts  ufed 
to  boaft,  that  u  ir  the  old  puritans  were  fecure  of  the  magif- 
ttate  s  fwora  and  might  go  on  with  his  good  licence,  they 
would  fhake  off  the  prelate’s  yoke,  and  draw  no  longer  in 
fpi ritual  communion  with  all  the  profane  in  the  land,  and 
though  they  then  preached  and  wrote  againft  the  feparatifts, 
yet  if  they  were  in  a  place  where  they  might  have  their 
liberty,  they  would  do  as  they  did/’f  The  inconveniences 
we  fuffer  under  one  extreme,  it  mull  be  allowed,  carry  us  in- 
fenfibly  into  the  other.  The  New-England  puritans,  when 
at  full  liberty,  went  the  full  length  which  the  feparatifts 
did  in  England.  It  does  not  follow,  that  they  would  have 
done  fo  if  they  had  remained  in  England.  Upon  their  re¬ 
moval,  they  iuppofed  their  relation  both  to  the  civil  and 
Ccciefiaftical  government,  except  fo  far  as  a  fpeciai  relerve 
was  made  by  their  charter,  was  at  an  end,  and  that  they  had 
right  to  form  iuch  new  model  of  both  as  beft  pleafed  them, 
in  the  form  of  worfhip,  they  univerfally  followed  the  New- 
Plimouth  church.  I  find  a  common  prayer  book  among 
the  lift  of  books  preferred  by  William  Backhoufe  for  the 
pfe  of  the  minifters,  but  it  was  never  made  ufe  of  in  any 
*  Hubbard.  f  Robinjbn — Bradford. 
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church.  The  firft  notice,  after  the  charter,  of  any  ftep 
towards  forming  themfelves  into  a  church  eftate  was,  upon 
occafion  of  great  ficknefs  and  mortality ,  about  a  month  after 
their  arrival,  when  the  governor,  at  Charleftown,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Johnfon  at  Salem,  to  fet  apart  a  day  to  humble  them- 
felves  and  feek  God  in  his  ordinances,  and  folemnly  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  him,  and  as  they  lived  in  three*  diftindt 
places  and  had  men  of  ability  in  each,  they  might  become 
three  diftincSt  bodies.  At  Charleftown,  the  governor,  de- 
puty-governor,  Mr  J ohnion,  who  had  removed  from  Salem, 
and  the  minifter,  Mr.  Wilfon,  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  faft 
day,  entred  into  a  church  covenant ;  two  days  after,  they 
allowed  five  more  to  join  them,  and  fo  others,  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  length,  they,  in  form,  chofe  Mr.  Wilfon  for 
their  minifter  and  ordained  him  rt~  but  all  joined  in  a  pro- 
teftation,  that  it  was  not  a  renouncing  of  the  miniftry  he 
received  in  England,  but  that  it  was  as  a  confirmation,  in 
confequence  of  their  election,  jl  In  the  other  plantations, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  diftindl  churches,  one  after 
another,  but  feem  to  have  had  no  fettled  fcheme  or  plan 
of  church  government,  until  Mr.  Cotton  §  came  over,  in 
1633.  His  praife  was  in  all  the  churches,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  projector  of  the  plan  of  government  of  the  New- 
England  churches,  which,  from  that  time,  took  the  name 
of  congregational.  This  was  called  the  middle  way  be¬ 
tween  brownifm  and  presbyterianifm,  ||  and  is  faid  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  four  charafterifticks,  viz. 

ift.  The  fubjedl  matter  of  the  vilible  church,  viz. 
faints  by  calling,  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  religion,  and  who  profefs  their  faith,  and  the  manner 

*  Mr.  Prince  fuppofes  the  three  to  be  Dorchefter,  Charleftown  and 
Salem.  Salem  had  been  in  a  church  ftate  a  year  before, 

f  Auguft  30th. 

j  Mr.  Prince  has  taken  no  notice  of  this  pircumftance  mentioned 
by  Hubbard. 

§  Whatever  Mr.  Cotton  delivered  was  foon  put  into  an  order  of 
pourt,  if  of  a  civil,  or  fet  up  as  a  pradice  in  the  church,  if  of  an 
ecclefiaftical  .concernment.  Hubbard . 

||  Hubbard. 
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how  fey  were brought  t0  the  knowledge  of  God  by  faith 

*sSi~«  sm*  tv  At 

Tor*:  *^hnfti“  -o^grs 

3f?.  No  church  ought  to  be  of  larger  extent  or  trea¬ 
ter  numoer  than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  in  one  place 

Sd  celeSr^i  d°f  ““  th'„fam'  — ical  ordinances 
.  -a  celeorating  all  divine  worftip,  nor  fewer  ordinarily 

tnan  conveniently  may  carry  on  church  work! 

4th.  That  there  is  no  jurifdidion  to  which  particular 

Sr-rr0US^t0  1!eiLtJed’  by  way  of  authoritative 

churches  wf7  °-therchl!Fch  Power’  cxtrinfical  to  fuch 
hincn.s,  which  tney  ought  to  depend  upon  any  other 

iO.  t  of  men  for  tne  exercife  of.  •  *  ■ 

a  reform  nf  i!°  be  the  PrinciP,es>  upon  which 
a  platform  of  church  government  was  formed. 

pendents  T5  -  W  had  beCn, affixed  t0  the  name  of  inde- 
p  ndents,  vtnich  fee  ms  to  have  been  the  reafon  whv  it 

"  edV  rather  than  any  material  diftindion  in  the 
inferred  *  f  -  °<~  ‘"i  CliUrcn,es».  whlch  appears,  or  can  be 

plat.orrn,  agreed  upon  and  publifhed  in  1 6+8,  although  k 
c^S’u°tC  OWn  tha.£  dependance  which  ft  all  fubjed  anyone 

thcrn-rZT'  °r  -fcVCn  t0  fbe  whole  united  toge- 

another*  \  ^  eUeS  a  reiatl0n  ^’ich  one  church  hath  to 
,  *  her  ,  and  conneds  them  together  by  certain  rules  to 

tJmfSeTin  fo„eToethinf  °f  ?V the  conf.dered 

rV™  •  ,ln’  °"e  to  ano  he‘‘>  before  the  platform  in  164.7  bv  die 

SeTg  letterfr°m  the“  of  Salem  to  the  church  of  Dor. 

-  ■  ji  ,  ,  .  ,  Salem,  ifl  sth  m?.  to. 

.  ,  ^ev  jKn<i  anc  Qear.ly  beloved  m  the  Lord.  We  thought  it  our 

..unf.ei}  duty  to  a-quaint  you  with  the  names  of  fuch  porfons  as 
..ave  had  the  great  Confute  pall  upon  them  in  this  otfr  church, 

with 


'■  ■’■■■■■■.  ■  ■■  ■ 
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be  obferved  as  the  terms  or  conditions  upon  which  fuch 
connedion  is  to  continue,  and,  upon  the  irregular  walk 
or  demeanor  of  any  one  church,  they  are  no  longer  to 
remain  members  of  the  fame  body,  and  the  other  churches 
are  not  to  admit  them  to  their  fellowfhip  or  communion. 
And,  although  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  a  fynod,  or  general 
council  of  all  the  churches,  to  debate  and  determine  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  and  to  give  directions  relating  to  the 
worfhip  of  God  and  the  good  government  of  the  church, 
which  were  to  be  received  with  reverence  and  fub- 
miffion,”  yet  the  fynod  was  to  exercife  no  church  cenfures 
byway  of  difcipline,  nor  any  aft  of  church  authority  or 
jurifdiftion,  further  than  was  done  at  the  firft  council  of 
the  apofdes,  elders,  and  whole  church,  as  recorded  in  the 
15th  chapter  of  Afts,  which  was  declared  to  be  a  prece- 


with  the  reafons  thereof,  befeeching  you  in  the  Lord,  not  only 
to  read  their  names  in  public  to  your’s,  but  alio  to  give  us  the 
like  notice  of  any  dealt  with  in  like  manner  by  you^that  fo  we 
may  walk  towards  them  accordingly,  for  fome  of  us,  here,  have 
had  communion  ignorantly  with  fome  of  other  churches,  2  Thcf. 
in.  14.  We  can  do  no  lefs  than  have  fuch  noted  as  difobey  the 

Roger  Williams  and  his  wife,  *J  Thefe  wholly  refufed  to  hear 
John  Throgmorton  and  his  wife,  I  the  church,  denying  it,  and 
Thomas  Oiney  and  his  wife,  I  all  the  churches  in  the  Bay 
Stukeley  Weftcot  and  his  wife,  (  to  be  true  churches,  and  (ex! 

Mary  Holliman,  1  cept two)  areall re-baptized. 

Widow  Reeves,  J 

John  El  ford,  for  obftinacy,  after  divers  fins  he  flood  crUi!tV  of 

and  proved  by  witnefs - William  James  for  pride,  and  divers 

other  evils,  m  which  he  remained  obftinate - John  Talby  for 

much  pride,  and  unnaturalnefs  to  his  wife,  who  was  lately  ex 
ecutea  for  murdering  her  child - William  Walcot  for  refufinv  to 

duties  &cChl  dr6n  t0  thC  0rdlnance’  lle2leamg  willingly  family 


Thus  wifhing  the  continued  enjoyment  of  both  the  ftaves,  beauty 

and  bands,  and  that  your  fouls  may  flourifh  as  watered  gardens,  reft 

Your  s  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  h 

For  the  church  of  Chrift  Hugh  Peters, 

m  Dorchefter.  by  the  church>s  ordet> 

<<  or  i  r  1  .  .  _  2.nd  in  their  name.*' 

Church  marl  K  have  had  fet  meetings  to  order- 

church  matters,  by  which  it  is  conceived  they  bend  towards 
prelbytenan  rule.”  Lcchford,  1641.  - 
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dent.  Ail  this  provifion  may  appear  but  a  weak  band  of 
iociety,  and,  one  would  think,  that  merely  being  rejected 
from  a  fociety,  which,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  after  fufficient 
caufe  given  for  fuch  rejection,  there  would  remain  no 
great  fondnefs  for  continuing  with,  would  be  no  great 
punifhment.  But  this  conititution  of  church  government 
was  adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  civil  government,  both 
as  popular  as  can  well  be  conceived,  and  notwithftanding 
an  acknowledgment  or  declaration  from  both,  of  feparate 
and  aiuindt  rights,  yet  each  was  aiding  and  allifting  to  the 
ouiei  *.  By  the  laws  eflablifhed  in  the  colony,  no  man 

could 

A  conftant  watch  was  kept  over  the  churches  by  the  magiftrates 
mid  when  any  contention  or  diforder  arofe  in  a  church,  it  was 
iecommenaed  to  fome  of  the  neighbouring  churches,  to  enquire  into 
the  cauies  thereof.  The  following  order  of  the  civil  government 
{hews  in  what  manner  they  proceeded.  ^ 

“  At  a  council  held  at'Bofton,  the  5th  of  Sept.  1656. 

“  The  council  being  informed  of  the  uncomfortable  differences 
that  of  late  have  fallen  out  in  the  church  of  Chrift  at  Sudbury, 
notwithftanding  feveral  endeavours  to  compofe  the  fame,  which  yet 
have  been  fruitiefs,  out  of  their  tender  care  to  preferve  and  procure 
peace  and  unity  amongft  them,  lately  wrote  to  the  faid  church,  in 
an  amicable  way,  to  advife  and  counfel  them  forthwith  to  call  in 
to  their  help  fucli  council  from  the  neighbouring  churches  as  the 
rule  preferibes,  from  whofe  labours,  through  the  blefting  of  God,  a 
bleihng  might  have  been  expe&ed,  which  too  great  a  part  of  that 
Church,  as  they  underftood  by  their  letter,  is  far  from  inclining  unto. 
The  council,  judging  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  an  effectual  courfe 
for  the  healing  of  their  breaches,  do  therefore  defire  and  order, 
that  the  churches  of  Thrift  in  Cambridge,  Watertown  and  Concord, 
do  eacji  of  them,  refpedively,  fend  two  meffengers  to  meet  at  faid 
Sudbury,  on  the  7th  day  of  Odober  next,  by  8  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  to  confider  and  advife  in  thei  pre»ifes,  viz.  to  endeavour 
to  compofe  and  fettle  the  diftradions  at  Sudbury,  to  give  their 
judgments  in  the  cafes  of  differences  there ;  and  it  is  expeded  and 
defired  that  the  church  of  Sudbury,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
therein,  give  this  council,  at  the  time  and  place  aforefaid,  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  meeting  with  them,  to  declare  what  fhall  concern  them- 
felves,  or  the  council  fhall  fee  caufe  to  enquire  of  them,  in  reference 
to  this  bufinefs  ;  making  their  return  to  the  council  of  this  jurifdic- 
tion,  what  fuccefs  their  endeavours,  through  the  blefiing  of  Chrift, 
hath  procured,  and  whofe  the  fault  hath  been,  or  is,  that  fo,  if 

neceKSty 
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could  have  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  govern* 
ment,  or  give  his  voice  in  any  election,  unlefs  he  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  churches*.  No  church  could  be 
gathered  without  the  allowance  of  the  magiftrates,  con¬ 
fiding  of  and  elected  by  members  of  the  churches  ;  and 
a  minifter,  for  preaching  to  fuch  a  fociety,  was  liable  to  a 
penalty.  Mr.  Matthews,  a  minifter,  about  the  year  1650, 
was  fined  ten  pounds  for  this  offence.  A  law  was  made 
in  1638,  that  if  any  perfon  ftood  excommunicated  fix 
months,  they  fhould  be  liable  to  fine,  imprifonmer.t,  or 
banifhment,  as  the  court  of  affiftants  fhould  determine; 
but  this  law  approached  too  nigh  to  the  ecclefiaftical  laws 

neceffity  require,  fuch  further  courfe  may  betaken  therein,  as  may 
molt  conduce  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  uniting  their  hearts  to  unity 
in  truth  and  peace,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  gofpel.  And  it  is 
ordered,  that  Lieut,  Goodenow,  or  fuch  as  he  ihall  appoint,  ihall 
take  care  for  the  entertainment  of  the  faid  council  and  all  per- 
fons  concerned  therein.  [ This  was  (very  agreeable  to  6  the  procura¬ 
tion the  canonical  term  for  the  prowfion  made  by  a  church  for  the  arch¬ 
deacon  at  his  <viJitationd\  And  it  is  ordered,  that  the  laid  council 
ihall  have  liberty  to  adjourn  to  fome  other  place,  if  they  ihall  fee 
caufe.  By  order  of  the  council, 

Edward  Rawson,  Secr’y.” 

“  Mailer  Peters  went  from  Salem,  on  foot,  to  Dover,  to  appeaie 

the  difference  between  Mailer  Larkham  and  Mailer  K - .  He 

went  bv  the  fending  of  the  governor  and  aiuilants.  Mailer  Wilfon 
went  to  Green’s  harbour,  &c.  and  at  another  time,  Mailer  Wilfon, 
Mailer  Mather,  and  others,  heard  the  difference  between  Mailer 
Hooke  and  Mailer  Doughty,  at  New  Taunton. — . — 

cc  It  may  be,  it  will  be  faid  they  did  thefe  things  by  way  of  love 
and  friendly  advice.  Grant  this.  But  were  not  the  counfelled 
bound  to  receive  good  counfel  ?  If  they  would  not  receive  it,  was 
not  the  magiilrate  ready  to  affiil,  and  to  enforce  peace  and  obedi¬ 
ence  ?  Ledford. 

“  Every  church  hath  power  of  government  in  and  by  itfelf,  and 
no  church  or  officer  have  power  over  one  another,  but  by  way  of 
advice  or  counfel,  faving  that  the  general  court  now  and  then  over¬ 
rule  fome  church  matters.”  Id. 

*  This  lav/  was  difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  Mr.  Elumphries, 
who  lived  at  Lynn,  where  no  church  was  gathered,  nor  was  he  a 
member  of  any  other  church,  yet  was  an  affiil  ant-  feveral  years.  Mr. 
Cotton  fays  they  fuppofed  he  would  have  been  a  member  if  he  had 
had  opportunity  for  it. 
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in  England,  fo  much  complained  of,  to  continue  long  in 
force,  and  in  1639  it  was  repealed.  But  the  firft  Jaws 
feem  to  deprive  an  excommunicated  perfon,  and  alfo  a 
whole  church,  if  feparated  from  the  reft,  of  all  civil  pri¬ 
vileges,  aknough  the  platform  does  not  fuppole  deprivation 
oi  civil  rights  and  authority  to  be  the  neceflary  confe- 
quence,  yet  even  by  the  platform,  all  others  were  to 
“  forbear  to  eat  and  drink  with  excommunicated  perfons.*5 
W  hi  lft  they  remained  in  this  date,  they  would  have  very 
little  chance  for  a  public  poft  where  all  the  debtors  were 
church  members*. 

I  he  elders  or  minifters,  although  they  were  not  con- 
fidered  as  one  or  the  eftates,  yet  no  matters  of  great  weight 
or  moment,  whether  of  a  religious  or  civil  nature,  were 
determined  without  their  advice,  and  a  formal  reference 
to  them  *,  (in  early  times  they  were  generally  prefent  in 
the  courts)  and  they  were  thus  naturally  led  to  ufe  their 
influence  with  their  people,  to  acquiefce  in  and  approve  of 
the  meafures,  which  they  chemfelves  had  been  confulted 
upon  and  advifed  to. 

But  however  defective  this  conftitution  may  appear  in 
theory,  we  (hall  feldorn  meet  with  an  inftance  where  there 
has  been  fo  fteady  and  fo  general  an  adherence  to  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  fo  much  har¬ 
mony  fubfifting,  not  only  in  particular  churches,  but  be¬ 
tween  one  church  and  another,  for  fifty  years  together. 

In  general,  the  ordination  of  minifters  was  by  impofi- 
tion  of  the  hands  of  their  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  but 
fome  churches,  perhaps  to  preferve  a  more  perfebt  in¬ 
dependency,  called  for  the  aid  of  no  minifters  of  any  other 
churches,  but  ordained  their  minifters  by  the  impofition 
of  the  hands  of  fome  of  their  own  brethren. The  ordi- 


*  In  1637,  when  Mr  Winthrop  the  governor  had  been  very 
Jt'3:ive  in  the  baniihment  of  many  of  the  members  of  Bo  don  church, 
for  adhering  to  Mrs  Kutchir-.fon,  fome  of  thofe  which  remained, 
preiTed  the  elders  very  hard  to  call  the  governor  to  anfwer,  as  an 
Offender  againft  the  church,  for  what  he  had  done  in  the  date,  but 
the  elders  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.  Magnalia . 

-f  This  is  faid  by  Baiicy  to  be  Brownifm.  Pott*  of  Erorwnifls. 

nation' 


/ 


MASS  AC  HU  SETS  -  BAY. 


4^5 

nation  at  Salem,  Auguft  29th  1660,  was  performed  in  this 
manner,  as  I  find  minuted  by  a  gentleman  then  juft  ar¬ 
rived  from  England,  who  was  prefent.  *  The  church 
“  ,at  Salem  kept  this  day  as  a  faft,  for  the  ordaining  a 
41  teacher  and  a  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Higginfon  preached 
44  in  the  morning,  continuing  until  one  o’clock,  then  broke 
“  off  for  one  hour,  then,  the  congregation  being  affembled 
“  again,  they  went  to  the  work  of  the  ordination,  which 
44  was  thus — firft  Mr.  Higginfon,  who  was  to  be  ordained 
44  teaching  elder,  prayed  ^  after  prayer,  Major  Hathorne 
44  a  private  member,  being,  it  feems,  defired  by  the  church, 

44  flood  up  and  fpake  to  the  brethren  of  the  church  that 
44  they  fhould  now,  if  they  did  continue  in  the  mind  they 
4C  were  in  before  as  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Higginfon  for 
44  their  paftor,  declare  their  confent  by  filence ;  and  then 
44  fpake  to  Mr.  Higginfon  to  declare  his  acceptance,  and 
44  then  fpake  to  the  meffengers  of  the  churches  that  were 
44  fent  to  be  prefent,  and  to  all  others,  to  fpeak  if  they 
4C  knew  any  weighty  reafons  againft  their  proceeding  to 
44  ordination,  and  then,  none  fpeaking,  Major  Hathorne  and 
44  two  of  the  deacons  of  the  church,  laying  their  hands 
44  on  Mr.  Higginfon’s  head,  pronounced  words  of  ordi- 
44  nation  and  prayed  over  him,  and  then  Major  Hathorne 
44  exhorted  the  church  in  a  few  words  to  remember  their 
44  duty,  &c.  towards  him  whom  they  had  ordained  to  be 
44  their  paftor.  Then  Mr.  Higginfon  did  after  the  fame 
44  manner  as  is  before  expreffed,  proceed  to  the  ordination 
44  of  Mr.  Brown  for  the  ruling  elder,  which  being  done, 

44  they  fung  a  pfalm  and  concluded  with  prayer.  After 
44  the  exercife,  I  was  invited  to  the  elder’s  houfe,  where 
46  was  good  company  and  good  cheer.” 

*  I  have  feen  an  account  of  an  ordination  about  the  year  1640,  of 
Mr.  Hooke,  at  Taunton,  then  Cohannet,  in  Plimouth  colony,  by  the 
lchoolmafter  and  one  of  the  brethren,  an  hulbandman,  although  Mr.. 

Wilfon  and  Mr.  Mather,  two  minilters,  were  prefent,  but  the 
general  practice  was  otherwife,  and  at  this  day  an  ordination  by  the 
lay  brethren,  although  it  might  not  be  condemned  as  invalid,  yet 
would  be  generally  difapproved  and  difcountenanced. 

c  '  /  Most 
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Most  of  the  churches,  not  all,  had  one  or  more  ruling 
elder.  In  matters  of  offence,  the  ruling  elder,  after  the 
hearing,  afked  the  church  if  they  were  fatisfied  ;  if  they 
were  not,  he  left  it  to  the  pallor  or  teacher  to  denounce 
the  lentence  of  excommunication,  fufpenfion  or  admoni¬ 
tion,  according  as  the  church  had  determined.  Matters  of 
offence,  regularly,  were  firft  brought  to  the  ruling  elder 
in  private,  and  might  not  otherwife  be  told  to  the  church. 
It  was  the  practice,  for  the  ruling  elders  to  give  public 
notice  of  fuch  perfons  as  defired  to  enter  into  church  feh 
lowfhip  with  them,  and  of  the  time  propofed  for  admit¬ 
ting  them,  if  no  fufficient  objediion  was  offered  ;  and  when 
the  time  came,  to  require  all  perfons  who  knew  any  juft 
grounds  or  objection  to  fignify  them.  Objections  were  fre¬ 
quently  made,  and  until  they  were  heard  and  determined  * 
the  ruling  elder  feems  to  have  moderated  in  the  church, 
but  the  churches  confent  to  the  admiffion  was  afked  by  the 
paftor  or  teacher,  who  alio  rehearfed  and  propofed  the 
church  covenant  and  declared  them  members.  When  a 
minifter  preached  to  any  other  than  his  own  church,  the 
ruling  elder  of  the  church,  after  the  pfalm  fung,  laid  pub- 
Tidy,  “  if  this  prefent  brother  hath  any  word  of  exhorta¬ 
tion  for  the  people  at  this  time,  in  the  name  of  God,  let 
him  fay  on.”*  The  ruling  elder  always  read  the  pfalm. 
When  the  member  of  one  church  defired  to  receive  the 
facrament  at  another,  he  came  to  the  ruling  elder  who 
propofed  his  name  to  the  church  for  their  confent.  At 
the  communion  they  fat  with  the  minifter.  I  find  nothing 
further  relating  to  this  officer  in  their  public  affemblies. 
They  were  confidered,  without  doors,  as  men  for  advice 
and  counfel  in  religious  matters,  they  vi Cited  the  fick,>  and 
had  a  general  inflection  and  overfight  of  the  conduct  of 
-their  brethren.  Every  thing  which  1  have  mentioned  as 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  ruling  elder,  fo  far  as  it  is  in 
it  felt  nec  diary  or  proper,  may  with  propriety  enough  be 
performed  by  the  minifter.  It  is  not  ftrange,  therefore, 
that  this  office  in  a  courfe  of  years  funk  into  almoft  an 
entire  deluetude  in  the  churches.  Indeed  the  multiplying 

ii  nneceffary 
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unnecefiary  and  mere  nominal  officers,  or  officers  whofe 
duties  and  privileges  aic  not  with  certainty  agreed  upon 
and  determined,  feems  rather  to  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  difcord  and  contention  than  to  harmony  and  peace. 

We  meet  with  nothing  peculiar,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
churches,  relative  to  the  office  of  deacons.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  duty  of  deaconeffes  or  widows,  who  were 
‘  ‘  to  ffiew  mercy  with  chearfulnefs,  and  to  minifter  to  the 
fick  and  poor  brethren,”  but  I  find  no  infiance  of  any 
fpecia.lly  chofen  or  appointed  to  this  fervice 

The  minifiers  of  the  feveral  churches,  in  the  town  of 
do  Ron,  have  ever  been  fupported  by  a  free  weekly  con¬ 
tribution.  I  have  leen  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal 
minifiers  of  the  colony,  expreffing  fome  doubts  of  the  law- 
fulneis  of  receiving  a  fupport  in  any  other  way.  In  the 
country  towns,  compulfory  laws  were  found  necefiary;  and 
m  the  year  1654  the  county  courts  were  impowered  to 
j Pon  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  towns  which  neo- 

lefted  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  a  fum  fufficient  to  make 
up  the  defe&.f 


M  Bofton,  after  prayer  and  before  finging,  it  was  the 
practice,  for  feveral  years,  for  the  minifter  to  read  and  ex- 
pound  a  chapter.  Whether  it  was  becaufe  this  carried  the 
ervice  to  too  great  a  length,  or  any  other  reafon  could  be 
given  for  it,  in  a  few  years  it  was  laid  afide,  except  when 
it  came  in  place  of  a  fermo„.t  Exceptions,  mayP„  ™0" 


f  In  1 644  one  Brifcos  a  tanner  of  „nur/i  j  i 

againft  the  fupport  of  minifters  by  tithes  or t 

the  minifters  who  took  falaries  in  that  w-v  ri  ’  .  ,^ieP!oachec 

him,  who  denied  the  author!  y  of  the  k  ^  th°USh' 

for  the  fupport  of  minifters  L  ,  c»'il  magiftrate  to  provide 

and  therefore  they  left  it" to  thrmc  LrdlH'*u%ufn  quam  arguments, 

convened  the  tt  n  b  brVthem  fnd  K  the  ^ 

ledgment,  if  not  to  a  fS  *  “  *CW 

One  Mr.  Bond  having  taken  this  liberty  -  f'?  ^  e 

jprefently  after  removed  to  Barbados.  Mb'.!  ^  Un*  aiicjvered) 
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fay  cavils,  have  been  made,  by  fome  learned  ferious  mini- 
fters,  againft  reading  the  fcriptures,  as  part  of  the  divine 
fervice,  without  an  expofition.  The  other  parts  of  reli¬ 
gious  public  worfhip,  and  the  manner  of  adminiftring  the 
facraments,  not  differing  from  what  is  at  this  day  the 
praftice  cfthe  churches  of  New-Englandand  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  it  is  unneceffary  to  take  any  notice  of  them. 

From  a  facred  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  chriftian 
fabbath,  a  fcruple  arofe  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  calling  the 
firft  day  of  the  week  Sunday,  and  they  always,  upon  any 
occafion,  whether  in  a  civil  or  religious  relation  to  it, 
ftiled  it  either  the  Lord’s-day  or  the  Sabbath.  As  the 
exception  to  the  word  Sunday  was  founded  upon  its  fu- 
perftitious  idolatrous  origin,  the  fame  fcruple  naturally 
followed,  with  reiped  to  the  names  of  all  the  other  days 
of  the  week,  and  of  moft  of  the  months,  which  had  the 
fame  origin  -,  accordingly,  they  changed  Monday,  Tuefday, 
&c.  into  the  fecond  and  third  days  of  the  week,  and  in- 
itead  of  March  and  April,  ufed  the  firft  and  fecond  months, 
and  inftead  of  the  third  Tuefday  in  May,  the  language 
was,  the  third  third  day  of  the  third  month,  and  fo  of  the 
reft.*  All  their  records  and  other  writings  are  dated  in 
the  common  form,  which  they  brought  from  England 
with  them,  until  the  year  1636,  when  Mr.  Vane  was  go¬ 
vernor,  but  after  that,  the  alteration  feems  to  have  been 
very  ftriftly  obferved,  in  all  public  and  private  writings 
and  difcourfe,  for  many  years  together.  In  the  interregnum, 
it  much  obtained  in  England,  but  the  fcruple,  there,  went 
off  at  once,  upon  the  reftoration,  here,  it  abated,  and  it 
continues  fcarce  any  where,  at  this  day,  except  among  the 
people  called  Quakers.  Perhaps,  the  great  diflike  to  fome 
other  peculiarities  of  that  people  caufed  the  decline  of 
that  cuftom  in  the  colony,  and  made  them  confider  the 
Angularity,  in  the  fame  light  with  fome  others  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  they  condemned.f 

That 

*  This  was  a  fcruple  of  the  Brownifts. 

+  They  began  the  Sabbath  the  evening  of  the  laft  day  0,  the  week. 
It  was  fome  time  before  this  csftorn  was  fettled.  Mr.  Hooker, 
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That  every  thing  approaching  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  his  power  of  canoniza¬ 
tion,  might  be  avoided,  they  never  ufed  the  addition  of 
faint  when  they  fpake  of  the  apofiles  and  the  ancient  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  even  the  ufual  names 
of  places  were  made  to  conform.  The  I (land  of  Saint 
Chridophers  was  always  wrote  Chrido  hers,  and,  r»v  the 
fame  rule,  all  other  places  to  which  faint  had  been  prefixed. 
If  any  exception  was  made,  an  anfwer  was  ready  :  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  had  as  good  right  to  this  appellation 
as  Peter,  James,  and  John. 

They  laid  afide  the  fades  and  feafts  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  appointed  frequently,  as  occafion  lequired, 
days  of  falling  and  thanksgiving  but,  befides  theft  orca- 
fional  falls  and  thanksgivings.  they  conftantly,  every  fpring* 
appointed  a  day  for  fading  and  praver  to  imp'ore  the  di¬ 
verge  Wettings  upon  their  affairs  in  the  enfuing  year  ;  and 
in  the  fall,  a  day  of  thankfgwing  and  public  acknowledg¬ 
ment  ol  the  favors  conferred  upon  them  in  the  year  pa  l. 
If  they  more  readily  fell  into  this  p  raff  ice  from  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  people  of  God  of  old,  yet  they  might  well 
have  been  juiiifitd  without  any  example.  It  has  continued 
without  interruption,  I  luppofe,  in  ary  one  indance,  down 
to  this  day.  This  is  a  cudom  to  which  no  devout  per  on 
of  any  fe£t  will  take  exception.  By  a  law  of  the  colony, 
every  perfon  abfenting  himfelf  from  the  public  worlhip  on 
thefe  days,  without  fufficient  exvufe,  was  liable  to  five 
fhillings  fine.  It  would  have  been  as  well,  perhaps,  if 
this  provifion  had  been  omitted 

These  were  the  principal  of  the  Special  ecclefiadicai  or 
religious  cuftoms.  There  were  fome  attempts  to  intro- 

in  a  letter  without  date,  but  wrote  about  the  year  1640,  fays* 

“  The  queftion  touching  the  beginning  of  the  fabbath  is  now  on 
“  foot  among  us,  hath  once  been  fpoken  to,  and  we  r  *  to  give 
“  in  our  arguments  each  to  the  other,  fo  that  we  may  ripen  our 
“  thoughts  touching  that  truth,  and  if  the  Lord  will  .t  may  more 
“  fully  appear.”,  And  in  another  letter,  March  1640,  “  Mr.  Hui6, 

“  hath  not  anfwered  our  arguments  again#  the  Leginning  tlxa 
“  fabbath  at  morning.” 

E  e  dues 
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duce  Angularities  into  fome  of  the  churches,  particularly, 
Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven,  who  afterwards  removed 
to  Boffon,  required  all  his  congregation  to  ftand  up 
whilft  the  text  was  naming ;  the  principal  reafen  which 
was  given  for  it  being,  that  it  was  the  word  of  God,  and 
delerved  peculiar  honor  *  ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Salem, 
required  all  the  women  of  his  congregation  to  wear  veils 
but  neither  of  thefe  cuftoms  fpread,  or  were  of  any  long 
continuance.  It  was  obferved,  as  to  the  latter,  that  fo  un¬ 
couth  an  appearance,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Eng- 
Jifh  nation,  would  probably  draw  more  eyes  than  if  they 
weredrefied  like  other  women.  Mr.  Cotton,  of  Bolton, 
happening  to  preach  at  Salem,  foon  after  thiscuftom  began, 
he  convinced  his  hearers,  that  it  had  no  fufficient  founda¬ 
tion  in  the  feriptures  :  The  married  women  had  no  pre¬ 
tence  to  wear  veils  as  virgins,  neither  married  nor  un¬ 
married  would  chufe  to  do  it  from  the  example  of  Tamar 
the  harlot,  nor  need  they  do  it  for  fuch  purpoles  as  Ruth 
did  in  her  widowhood.  His  fermon  had  jo  good  an  eifedt, 
that  they  were  all  afhamed  of  their  veils,  and  never  ap¬ 
peared  covered  with  them  afterwards  +. 

During  the  fifty  years  the  charter  continued,  there 
were  very  few  inftancesof  any  fociety  of  chriftians  differing, 
profeffedly,  in  clodhine,  difeipline,  or  form  of  worlhip 
from  the  eftablifhed  churches.  The  number  of  baptifts  was 
fmall.  The  quakers  came  over  in  fmall  parties  •,  but  not- 
withffanding  the  ft  range  delufion  they  were  under  in 
courting  perfecution,  and  the  imprudence  of  the  authority 
in  gratifying  this  humor,  as  far  as  their  utmoft  wifhes 
could  carry  them,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  courfe  of 
the  hiftory,  yet  they  were  never  numerous  enough  to 
form  a  fociety  of  any  coniequence,  except  upon  the  bor- 

*  “  At  Quinnipyack  (New-Haven)  Mr.  Davenport  preached  in 
the  forenoon,  that  men  mult  be  uncovered  and  hand  up  at  the  reading 
the  text,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  aflfembly  jointly  practifed  it.” 
Mr.  II  oker  to  Shepard,  March  20,  1640. 

f  Hubbard.  Mr.  Cotton,  when  he  was  in  England,  thought 
more  favourably  of  this  cufL>m.  He  mentions  the  old  countefs  of 
Lincoln  her  always  coining  to  church  veiled. 
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ders  of  Rhode  Ifland*.  Nor  was  there  any  epifcopal 
church  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  until  the  charter  was 
vacated. 

The  teff,  which  we  have  juft  mentioned,  went  a  great 
way  towards  producing  this  general  uniformity.  He  that 
did  not  conform,  was  deprived  of  more  civil  privileges  than 
a  nonconformift  is  deprived  of,  by  the  teit  in  England. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  mud  have  occafioned  much 
formality  and  hypocrify.  The  myfteries  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion  have  been  proftituted  to  mere  feeular  views  and  ad¬ 
vantages.  Befides  this  teft,  another  reafon  may  be  afiagned* 
As  good,  if  not  better  lands  than  any  in  the  colony  lay 
contiguous  to  it^and  men,  of  different  opinions,  chofe  to 
remove  where  they  might  enjoy  both  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  rather  than  remain  and  be  deprived  of  either.  In 
this  way,  birth  and  quick  growth  were  given  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  colony,  which  admitted  perlons  of  all  religions, 
and  gave  equal  privileges  to  all,  and  as  loon  as  what" they 
called  a  feftary  iprang  up  in  the  Maflachufets  colony,  it 
was  tranfplanted  to  Rhode- Ifland. 

i  shall  finifh  what  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution  of  the  coiony  with  a  fhort  fummary  of  the 
platfoi m,  as  I  find  it  prepared  by  a  very  fenfible  divine^f, 
who  made  a  figure  in  the  colony  foon  after  the  platform 
was  eftablifhed. 

1.  “Ecclesiastical  policy,  church  government,  or 
church  difciphne,  is  nothing  elle  but  that  form  and  order, 
which  is  to  be  obferved  in  the  church  of  Chrift  upon 
eai  th,  both  for  the  conftitution  of  it,  and  all  the  admini- 
ftrations  which  therein  are  to  be  performed,  the  par^s  of 
which  are  all  of  them  defcribed  in  the  word  of  God,  and 

it  is  not  left  in  the  power  of  any  to  alter,  add,  or  diminifh 
any  thing  therein. 

2.  There  is  a  catholic  vifible  church,  viz,  the  company 
of  thofe  who  profefs  the  chriftian  faith,  whether  in  church 

*  The  fanguinary  laws  were  of  ihort  continuance,  other  wife  the 
number  of  quakers  would  have  increafed. 

f  Mr.  Hubbard. 
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0I*der  or  not ;  but  there  is  no  political  catholic  church, 
the  Itate  of  the  members  of  the  vifible  church,  fmce  the 
coming  of  Chnft,  being  only  congregational. 

3;  ^  congregational  church,  by  the  inftitution  of 
hr, ft,  is  a  part  of  thevifible  church,  connfling  of  a  company 
of  faints  by  calling,  united  into  one  body  by  an  holy  cove¬ 
nant,  for  the  public k  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  mutual 
edification  one  of  another,  in  the  fellowfhip  of  the  Lord 
Jelus  *,  the  matter  of  which,  as  to  its  qualification,  ought 
to  confift  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  attained  the  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  religion,  who  are  free  from  grofs 
fcandal,  and,  with %the  profeffion  of  their  faith  and  repent¬ 
ance,  walk  in  blamelefs  obedience  to  the  word  of  God  ; 
as  to  its  quantity,  it  ought  not  to  be  of  greater  number 
than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  conveniently  in  one 
place,  nor  fewer  than  may  conveniently  carry  on  church 
work.  "1  he  form  of  fuch  a  church  is  an  agreement,  con- 
fent,  or  vifible  covenant,  whereby  they  give  tbemfelves 
unto  the  Lord,  to  the  obferving  the  ordinances  of  Chrift 
together  in  the  fame  fociety. 

4-  The  fraternity  or  brotherhood  of  fuch  a  church  is 
tne  firft  fubjedt  of  all  ordinary  church  power,  which  is 
either  a  power  of  office,  or  of  privilege.  But  the  power 
of  privilege  is  in  the  brethren,  formally  and  immediately, 
the  other  is  in  them  no  otherwife  than  that  they  defign 

the  pei  Tons  unto  office,  who  only  are  to  adt  and  exercife 
that  power. 

5.  The  ordinary  officers  of  the  church  are  fuch  as  con¬ 

cern  their  fpiritual  and  moral,  or  temporal  and  natural 
good.  Of  the  firft  of  which  are  paftors,  teachers,  ruling 
elders,  1  Tim.  v.  1  y.  In  the  laft  mentioned,  moftofthe 
churches  in  New- England,  as  many  of  the  congregational 
churches  elfewhere,  are  not  io  well  agreed,  accountin°* 
ruling  elders  fhould  be  able  to  teach.  ° 

6.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  churches  to  call  their  own 
officers,  and  remove  them  from  their  office  again,  if  there 
rail  out  juft  caufe,  yet  fo  as  the  advice  of  neighbour 
churches,  where  it  may  conveniently  be  done,  be  firft  had. 

They 


» 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY. 

They  who  are  to  officiate  ought  to  be  tried  and  proved 
before  they  be  eleded.  i  Tim.  v.  22. 

y.  Elders  are  to  be  ordained  by  impofition  of  hands, 
which  is  to  be  performed  by  the  elders  ot  che  fame  church, 
if  it  be  furnifhed  with  any,  or  thole  of  neighbour  churches, 
and  it  may  be  done  by  fome  of  the  brethren  deputed 
thereunto,  which  latter  is  alio  difapproved  by  Dr.  Horn- 
beck,  the  learned  profdlbr  of  divinity  at  Leyden,  from 
Numb.  viii.  10. 

8.  The  power  of  government,  in  a  congregational 
church,  ought  to  proceed  after  the  manner  of  a  mixed 
adminiftration  ;  for,  in  an  organick  church,  no  ad  can  be 
confummate  without  the  confent  both  of  the  elders  and 
brethren,  fo  as  the  power  of  government  or  rule  in  the 
elders  prejudice  not  the  power  of  privilege  in  the  brethren, 
nor  the  power  of  privilege  in  them  prejudice  the  power 
of  rule  feated  in  the  elders,  feeing  both  may  fweetly  agree 
together. 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of  the  church, 
all  that  are  taught,  are  to  communicate  to  him  that  teach- 
eth,  in  all  good  things ;  and  in  cafe  of  negled,  the  magis¬ 
trate  ought  to  fee  that  the  miniftry  be  duly  provided  for. 

10.  For  the  admiffion  of  members,  there  ought  to  be 
either  a  perfonal  relation  in  public,  or  by  the  elders,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  church  what  fatisfadion  they  have  received 
from  the  perfons  in  private.  The  things,  wherein  latif- 
fadion  is  required,  are  faith  and  repentance,  which  ought 
to  be  found  in  all  church  members. 

1 1.  Where  members  of  churches  are  called  to  remove 
from  one  church  to  another,  it  is  convenient,  for  order 
fake,  that  it  be  done  by  letters  of  recommendation  or  of 
difmiffion. 

12.  The  cenfures  of  the  church,  which  are  for  the 
preventing,  removing,  or  healing  offences,  are  excom¬ 
munication  or  admonition,  wherein  the  church  ought  to 
proceed  according  to  the  rule.  Matt,  xviii,  15,  16,  17. 
wherein  the  offence  is  to  be  brought  to  the  church  by  the 
mouth  of  the  elders. 

E  e  3  13.  Par- 
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13.  Particular  churches,  although  they  are  diftinft, 
and  have  not  one  power  over  another,  yet,  because  they 
are  united  unto  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  myftical  but  as  a  po¬ 
litical  head,  they  ought  to  have  communion  one  with  an¬ 
other,  by  way  of  mutual  care,  confutation,  admonition, 
and  participation  in  the  fame  ordinances. 

14.  Synods,  orderly  affembled  and  rightly  proceeding 
according  to  the  pattern  of  Ads  xv.  are  the  ordinance  of 
Chi  id,  and,  if  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  being,  yet 
neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  churches,  for  the  eftabiifh- 
ment  oi  peace  and  truth  therein.  And  many  churches 
may  io.affemble  together  by  their  meffengers  and  elders. 
And  their  directions  and  determinations,  fo  far  as  confo- 

to  the  word  of  God,  are  to  be  received  with  reverence 
snu  fubmiffion,  not  only  for  their  agreement  therewith, 
without  which  they  bind  not  at  all,  butalfo  for  the  power 
whereby  they  are  made,  as  an  ordinance  of  God  appointed 
thereunto  in  his  word. 

15  Church  government  and  civil  government  may- 
very  well  (land  together,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  magif- 
trate  to  take  care  of  matters  of  religion,  and  to  improve 
hh  civil  authority  for  obferving  the  duties  commanded  in 
the  ii  ft  as  well  as  the  fecond  table,  feeing  the  end  of 
their  office  is  not  only  the  quiet  and  peaceable  life  of  the 
fubjtd  in  matters  of  righteoufnefs  and  honefty,  but  alfo 
an  matters  of  godiinefs.  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2.” 

After  all  that  may  be  faid  in  favor  of  the  conftitution, 
the  ftrength  of  it  lay  in  the  union,  declared  in  the  laft 
article,  wirh  the  c-vii  authority.  The  ufual  way  of  de¬ 
ciding  differences  and  controverfies  in  churches,  it  is  true, 
was  by  a  council,  confiding  of  the  elders  and  other  meffen- 
gers  of  neighbouring  churches,  and  where  there  was  a 
general  agreement  in  fuch  councils,  the  contending  parties 
generally  aoquieked  ;  but  if  the  council  happened  to  differ 
in  apprehennons  among  themfelves,  or  if  either  of  the 
contending  parties  were  contumacious,  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpole  and  put  an  end 
to  the  difpute, 
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The  Syftem  or  Body  of  Laws  eftabl idled  in  the 


Colony. 


AT  the  firft  meeting  of  the  court  of  afiiftants,  at 
Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  1630,  they  eftahlifhed 
rules  of  proceeding  in  all  civil  adtions,  and  inftituted 
fubordinate  powers  for  punifhing  offenders.  The  fu- 
preme  authority  being  in  the  court  of  afhftants,  they  ie- 
folved  upon  frequent  meetings  for  the  due  execution  of  it. 
As  it  was  neceffary  for  every  family  to  provide  lodgings 
before  winter,  the  firft  law  propofeci  and  paffed  was  for 
the  regulating  the  price  of  wages  of  workmen,  under  a 
penalty  to  him  that  gave,  as  well  as  to  him  who  received, 
more  than  the  limited  price  *.  They  proceeded  to  other 
laws  for  punifhing  idlcnefsand  encouraging  induftry;  and, 
as  they  were  in  the  midft  of  favages,  much  more  numerous 
than  themfelves,  they  obliged  every  man  to  attend  military 
exercifes,  and  limited  the  bounds  of  their  plantations  that 
none  might  be  more  expofed  than  was  neceffary. 

In  civil  actions,  equity,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  feecns  to  have  been  their  rule  of  determining. 
The  judges  had  recourfe  to  no  other  authorities,  than  the 
reafon  and  underftanding  which  God  had  given  them. 
In  punifhing  offences,  they  profeffed  to  be  governed  by 
the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  but  no  farther  than  thofe  laws 
were  of  a  moral  nature. 

Whilst  they  were  thus  without  a  code  or  body  of 
laws,  and  the  colony  but  juft  come  to  its  birth,  their  fen- 
tences  feem  to  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  a  large 
family  of  children  and  fervants,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following,  which,  from  amongft  many  others  of  the  lame 
fort,  I  have  taken  out  of  the  public  records. 


*  Carpenters,  joiners,  bricklayers,  fawyers,  and  thatchcrs  not 
more  than  2  s.  per  day >  &c. 
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th/  In  •  ftow<:  ’  for  foaling  four  bafkets  of  corn  from 
1.1ns,  is  ordered  to  return  them  eight  bafkets,  to  be 

nc  ,  five  pounds,  and  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  name 
or  oil  as,  an  nor  *  Mr.  as  formerly  he  ufed  to  be. 

•  n.Capta‘c  St?ne’  forabuflrjg  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  calling' him 
jutta  s  is  fined  an  hundred  pounds,  and  prohibited  coming 

wJj  n  ,tne  Patent  without  the  governor’s  leave,  upon  pain 

Sa jeant  Perkins,  ordered  to  carry  forty  turfs  to  the 
fort,  for  being  dr  nk 

Edward  Palmer,  for  his  extortion  in  taking  two  pounds 
thirteen  millings  and  four  pence  for  the  wood  work  of 

Bolton  flocks,  is  fined  five  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
ret  one  hour  in  the  flocks. 

Captain  Lovel,  admonifhedtotakeheedof  lighr  carriage. 
Thomas  Petit,  for  fufpicion  of  (lander,  idienels,  and 
ftuboornneis,  is  cenlured  to  be  feverdy  whipped,  and  to 
be  kept  in  hold. 

Catherine,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cornifh,  was  found  fuf  .i- 
aous  of  incontinency,  and  ferioufly  admoniikerf  to  take  heed. 

Daniel  Clarke,  found  to  be  an  immoderate  drinker  was 
fined  forty  (hillings- 

John  Wedgewood,  for  being  in  the  company  of  drunk¬ 
ards.  to  be  fet  in  the  (locks. 

John  Ki  chin,  for  fhewing  books  which  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  bring  to  the  governor,  and  forbidden  to  fiiew 

them  to  any  other,  and  yet  fliewed  them,  was  fined  ten 
ihillings. 

Ro:  ert  Shorthofe,  for  fwearing  by  the  blood  of  God, 
was  fentenced  to  have  his  tongue  put  into  a  cleft  flick’ 
and  to  (land  fo  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour.  * 

Great  numbers  of  the  like  kind  might  be  added. 


They  were  very  careful  that  no  title  or  appellation  ihould  be 
given  where  it  was  not  due,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  J  e  t  Veen  took  the  title  of  efquirc,  and  in  a  lift  of  ioo  free¬ 
men  you  will  not  ind  above  4  or  5  diftjnguifh  d  bv  Mr.  abhoun-h 
they  were  generally  men  of  fome  fubftancef  Good-inan  and  ecod- 
wjfe  were  common  appellations.  * 
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In  the  year  1634,  the  plantation  was  greatly  increafed, 
fetrlements  were  extended  more  than  30  miles  from  the 
capital  town,  and  it  was  thought  high  time  to  have  known 
eftabiifihed  laws,  that  the  inhabitants  might  no  longer  be 
fubied  to  the  varying  uncertain  judgments,  which  other- 
wife  would  be  made  concern" ng  their  actions.  1  he  mini- 
fters,  and  fome  of  the  principal  laymen,  were  con  halted 
wbh,  about  a  body  of  laws,  fuited  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  colony  civil  and  religious.  Committees,  confiding  of 
magiftrates  and  elders,  were  appointed  a!  mo  ft  every  year, 
for  12  or  14.  years  together;  and  whilft  they  were  thus 
fitting  a  code,  particular  laws,  which  were  of  greateft 
neceftity,  from  time  to  time,  were  enaded  *,  and  in  the 
year  6 48,  the  whole,  collided  together,  were  ratified  bv 
the  court,  and  then  find  prnted. 

Mr.  Bellingham,  of  the  magiftrates,  and  Mr.  Cotton, 
of  tie  clergy,  had  the  greateft  fib  are  in  this  work. 

Let  us  Ccnfider  the  character  of  our  new  planters,  the 
ftate  and  condition  they  were  in  before  they  left  England, 
and  after  their  arrival  in  America,  and  v/e  flhall  lee  the 
fource  of  the  peculiarities  in  their  laws  and  cufloms.  It 
has  been  obierved,  that  they  were  diftatisfied  not  only 
w  th  the  ceremonies,  but  alfo  with  the  rigid  difeipline,  at 
that  time,  of  the  church  of  England  :  In  this  indeed  they 
were  not  lingular;  the  principal  commoners,  great  parr 
of  the  ciergy,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  were  of  the  fame 
fentiments.  They  muft  have  had  very  tender  and  feru- 
pulous  minds,  or  they  would  not  have  banifhed  themfelves 
from  their  dear  country,  friends,  and  acquaintance,  and 
launched  into  an  unknown  world,  rather  than  fubm  t  to 
any  thing  againft  their  judgments  and  confidences.  They 
pro fe fled  a  facred  regard  to  the  word  of  God,  in  the  old 
and  new  teftament,  as  a  fufficient  rule  of  conduct,  and  that 
they  were  obliged  to  follow  it.  They  looked  upon  the 
oblervation  of  the  firft,  as  well  as  fecond  table  neceflary  to 
be  enjoined  *,  and,  as  the  conftitution  of  their  churches 
would  not  admit  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  provifiOn  muft  be 
made  for  the  punifhment  of  many  offences  here,  by  the 

civil 
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civil  magiftrate,  which  are  not  offences  by  the  common 
law.  Whether  every  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  firft  as 
well  as  fecond  table  has  not  fuch  a  tendency,  by  mere  ex¬ 
ample,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  civil  fociety,  as  that  provi- 
fion  for  the  punifhment  thereof  is  neceffary,  by  fome  au¬ 
thority  or  other,  I  need  not  determine :  1  hey  thought  it 
had,  and,  upon  this  principle,  they  did  not  choofe  fuch  pu- 
nifhments  for  crimes,  as  were  merely  in  proportion  to  their 
affefting  the  lafety  or  peace  of  fociety,  a  principle,  upon 
which  the  nations  of  Europe  have  been  more  and  more 
modelling  their  criminal  laws  for  feveral  ages  paft,  but 
annexed  greater  penalties  to  fome  immoralities  and  im¬ 
pieties  than  had  been  known  in  the  country  thev  left, 
determined  many  others  to  deferve  the  notice  of  the  civil 
magiftrate,  which  would  have  eicaped  it  in  England,  and 
perhaps  judged  fome  adions  criminal,  which  to  minds 
lefs  fcrupulous  would  have  appeared  indifferent*.  The 
generality  of  the  colony  being  very  near  upon  a  level, 
more  than  common  provifion  was  neceffary  to  enforce 
a  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  eitablifh  and  pre- 
ferve  the  authority  of  the  government ;  for,  although 
fome  amongft  them  had  handlome  fortunes,  yet  in  general 
their  eftates  were  frnall,  barely  fufficient  to  provide  them 
houfes  and  neceffary  accommodations  ;  a  contempt  of  au- 
thority  was  therefore  next  to  a  capital  offence.  The 
country  being  new  and  uncultivated,  the  utmoft  induftry, 
oeconomy,  and  frugality  were  neceffary  to  their  fubfiftence, 
and  laws,  with  heavy  penalties,  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of 
them.  They  were  in  the  mid  It  of  lavages,  whofe  numbers 
were  much  greater  than  their  own,  and  were  under  con¬ 
tinual  alarms  and  apprehenfions  of  danger,  and  a  ftridl  dif- 

*  The  character,  which  the  colony  acquired  by  the  dri&nefs  and 
feverity  of  their  laws,  induced  many  perfons  of  pious  minds  to 
come  over  themfelves,  and  others  to  fend  their  children  for  educa¬ 
tion,  many  of  whom  remained  lure.  Pennfilvania,  by  a  greater  lati¬ 
tude  in  their  fyftem,  have  drawn  inhabitants  in  much  greater  pro¬ 
portion.  Our  ancedors  valued  themfelves  upon  being  a  colony  for 
religion.  Penn  had  no  other  motive  to  found  his  colony  than  human 
policy. 
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cipline  could  not  be  difpenfed  with.  If  we  add,  that  they 
were  at  their  full  liberty,  the  troubles  in  England  taking 
off,  from  the  colonies,  the  attention  of  the  feveral  fuccei- 
fions  of  fupreme  power  there,  ior  near  thirty  years  toge¬ 
ther  ;  from  all  thefe  circumftances,  we  may  pretty  well  ac¬ 
count  for  all  the  peculiarities  in  the  laws  of  the  colony. 

In  that  branch  of  law,  more  especially,  which  is  dif- 
tingui  fried  by  the  name  of  crown  law,  they  profeffed 
to  have  no  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  They  intended  to  follow  Mofes’s  plan,  as  has 
beeo  obferved,  but  no  farther  than  it  was  of  a  moral 
nature*,  and  obligatory  upon  all  mankind,  and  perhaps 
they  did  not,  in  many  inftances,  err  in  judgment  upon 
the  morality  of  actions,  but  their  grand  miftake  lay,  in 
fuppofing  certain  natural  punifrments,  in  every  ft  ate, 
alike  proportioned  to  this  or  that  particular  kind  of 
offence,  and  which  Mofes  had  obferved  *,  whereas  fuch 
punifrments  are  and  ought  to  be  governeei  by  the  par¬ 
ticular  conftitutions  and  circumfrances  of  the  feveral  king¬ 
doms  and  dates  where  they  are  applied  ;  and  although 
they  were  undoubtedly  well  fitted  to  the  (late  of  the 
ancient  Ifraelites,  and  the  great  end  of  punifhment,  viz. 
the  preventing  the  like  offences,  could  not,  it  may  be,  have 
been  otherwife  fo  well  effected,  yet  they  were  by  no  means. 

*  They  did  net  go  the  length  of  the  Brownifts,  who  are  faid  to 
have  held,  “  that  no  prince  nor  hate  on  the  earth  hath  any  legifla- 
tive  power,  that  God  alone  is  the  lawgiver,  that  the  greateft  ma- 
gifirate  hath  no  other  power  but  to  execute  the  laws  of  God  fet 
down  in  feripture,  that  the  judicial  laws  of  Mofes  bind  at  tnis  day 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  much  as  ever  they  did  the  Jews.” 
Baylic. 

Roger  Williams  faid,  that  “  although  they  profeffed  to  be  bound 
by  fuch  judicials  only,  as  contained  in  them  moral  equity,  yet  they 
extended  this  moral  equity  to  fo  many  particulars,  as  to  take  in  the 
whole  judicial  law,  no  Ids  than  therigidefl  Brownifts.”  Idem. 

Although  they  did  not  go  to  this  extreme,  it  mull  be  allowed  they 
did  not  keep  within  the  limits  they  profeffed  as  their  rule.  They 
were  charged  with  holding  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  magiflrate  to 
kill  all  idolaters  and  hereticks,  even  whole  cities,  men,  women,  and 
children,  from  the  command  of  the  Ifraelites  to  root  out  the  Canaan- 
jies.  Idem . 

7  obligatory 
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o  Igatory  Upon  other  ftate«  whofe  conftitutions  or  circum- 

ances  differed ;  and  other  ftatcs  have,  therefore,  continually 
rnore  or  eis  varied  from  them.  Idolatry,  was  the  fin 
wuich  eauly  befet  the  llraelites,  and  it  was  ncceffarv  to 
n  aiee  it  a  capital  offence.  Perhaps,  if  it  fhould  bethought 
proper  to  prohibit  idolatry  in  China,  at  this  day,  the  lame 
penalty  might  beneceffary,  and  yet  not  fo  in  New-England 

Murder*,  fodomy,  witchcraft,  arfon,  and  rape  of  a 
child  under  ten  years  of  age,  were  the  only  crimes  made 
capital  in  the  colony  which  were  capital  in  England,  and 
yet,  from  the  nuftaken  principle  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
their  laws  were  more  fanguinary  than  the  Englilh  laws : 
for  many  offences  were  made  capital  here,  which  were  not 
lo  there.  1  he  firft  in  order,  being  a  breach  of  the  firft 
command  in  the  decalogue,  was  the  worlhip  of  any  other 
God  bef.de,  .he  Lord  God.  Perhaps  a  roman  cLX 
for  the  adoration  of  the  hoft,  might  have  come  within 
this  law.  After  the  miferable  Indians  fubmitted  to  the 
Englilh  laws,  fpecial  provifion  was  made,  by  another  law, 
that  if  any  of  them  fhould  powow  or  perform  outward 
worlhip  to  their  falfe  gods,  the  powower  (who  was  their 
prieft)  fhould  be  fined  five  pounds,  and  others  preflnt 
twenty  fhdlings  each.  The  Indians  have  been  punilhed, 
upon  the  latter  law,  but  I  never  met  with  an  inrtance  of  a 
profecution  of  any  Englifhman,  upon  the  former. 

I  o  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  Father,  Son,  or 
Holy  Ghoft,  with  dired,  exprefs,  prefumptuous,  or  high¬ 
handed  blafphemy,  either  by  wilful  or  obftinate  denying 
the  true  God,  or  his  creation  or  government  of  the  world! 
curbing  God,  or  reproaching  the  holy  religion  of  God,  as 
if  it  was  a  politic  device  to  keep  ignorant  men  in  awe,  or 
to  utter  any  ocher  kind  of  blafphemy  of  the  like  nature 
and  degree,  was  alfo  made  capital. 

MAN-ftealing,  fiom  Exodus  xxi.  16.  was  alio  capital. 


*  was,  either  murder>  excufable  homicide,  or  iuftifiable. 

,  ,‘f  11 .  nof  niakc  t^le  diftin&ion  of  manflauehter  from  murder, 

i  he  benefit  of  the  clergy  was  of  pop,fll  extraa,'and  burning  in  the 

J  finfu  w i tii  a  cOid  non  appeared  to  them  a  ridiculous  ceremony. 

So 
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So  was  adultery  with  a  married  woman,  both  to  the 
man  and  woman,  although  the  man  was  Angle,  and  fe- 
veral  have  differed  death  upon  this  law  *  Male  adultery 
with  an  unmarried  woman,  was  not  capital. 

He  who  was  convi&ed  of  wilful  perjury,  with  intent 
to  take  away  the  life  of  another,  was  to  fuffer  death,  iiom 
Deut.  xix.  1 6.  This  crime  may  well  enough  be  denomi¬ 
nated  murder,  and  yet,  a  wilful  perjury,  by  which  a  min  s 
life  is  in  faCt  taken  away,  was  never  made  capital  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Many  offences  are  made  fo,  which  feem  to  be  in¬ 
ferior  in  their  guilt  and  confequenccs  to  the  public.  The 
difficulty  of  conviction  may  be  one  reafon,  and  the  dif- 
couragement,  it  would  fbmetimes  be,  to  witnefles  to  give 
their  teftimonies,  another  and  (trong^r  realon,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  common  law.  In  this  inftance,  theMaffachu- 
fets  law  agreed,  t  take  it,  with  the  civil  law,  the  laws  of 
Scotland  at  this  day,  and  ot  many  other  liates  in  Europe. 

A  child  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  that  curled  or 
fmote  his  father  or  mother,  unlefs  provoked  by  cruelty 
and  in  its  own  defence,  or  unchriftianly  negleCted  in  its 
education,  and  alfo  aftubborn  and  rebellious  fen,  according 
to  Deut.  xxi.  20.  upon  convi&ion,  were  to  iuffer  death. 
There  have  been  feveral  trials  upon  this  iaw.  I  have  met 

*  Philo  places  the  command  again#  adultery  before  that  again# 

murder. - There  was  a  pretty  extraordinary  inftance  of  a  pro- 

fecution  for  adultery  in  the  year' 1663.  Mr.  N.  P.  a  young  mer¬ 
chant,  had  been  intimate  with  a  married  lady  of  one  of  the  hr# 
families  in  the  country.  After  her  hufoand’s  death  he  married 
her.  After  they  had  lived  together  three  or  four  years,  a  profe- 
cution  was  began  again#;  both  of  them,  for  adultery  in  the  life¬ 
time  of  the  fir#  huihand.  They  were  both  committed  to  prifon, 
and  feparately  brought  upon  trial  for  th'rir  lives.  The  court  and 
jury  were  favourable  to  the  huffand,  and  acquitted  him  of  a  capi¬ 
tal  offence,  probably  bacafffi  he  was  not  at  the  time  charged  a 
married  man.  The  wife  likewife  met  with  a  favourable  jury,  and 
they  found  her  alfo  not  guilty  ;  but  the  court,  who  thought  other- 
wife,  refufed  the  verdift,  and  the  caufe  was  carried  bcfoie  the  ge¬ 
neral  court,  where  (he  very  narrowly  efcaped,  the  whole  court  de¬ 
termining  that  there  was  proof  of  a  crime  which  approached  very 
near  to  adultery,  but  in  favor  of  lire  fhe  was  difeharged. 


with 
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with  one  conviaion,  but  the  offender  was  refcued  from 
t  ic  gjll°ws  by  °rder  °[  the  King’s  commifijoners  in  1665*. 

High  treafon  is  not  mentioned  f.  Before  they  had 
agreed  upon  the  body  of  laws,  the  King’s  authority,  in 
-Si, land,  was  at  an  end.  Confpiracy  to  invade  their  own 
commonwealth,  or  any  treacherous  perfidious  attempt  to 
alter  and  fubvert,  fundamentally,  the  frame  of  their  polity 
and  government  was  made  a  capital  offence. 

Rape,  it  was  left  to  the  court  to  punifh  with  death  or 
other  grievous  punifhment,  at  difcretion  J.  No  jucNe 
would  defire  to  have  a  capital  punifhment  left  to  his  dff- 

cretion,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  any  cafe,  it  can 
be  or  public  utility . 

Several  offences  were  capital  upon  a  fecond  con¬ 
viction,  as  the  returning  of  a  romilh  prieft  into  the  jurif- 


*  In  the  firft  draught  of  the  laws  by  Mr.  Cotton,  which  I  have 

f;n  C0l‘e£led  .with  Mr.  Winthrop’s  hand,  divers  other  offences 
Here  made  capital,  viz. 

c  the  Lord’s  day  in  a  carelefs  or  fcornfu!  negleft  or 

contempt  thereof.  Numbers  xv.  30  to  36. 

■Reviling -the  magiftrates  in  higheft  rank,  viz.  the  governor  and 
^xod-  xxu-  l8-  1  Kings  xxii.  8,  q,  44. 

■Defiling  a  woman  efpoufed.  D  ut.  xxii.  2 s  to  26 
Inceft  within  the  Levitical  degrees.  3 

I’he  pollution  mentioned  in  Levit.  xx.  13  to  16. 

Vvlt^  a  *n  her  father’s  houfe,  and  keeping*  it  fecret 
until  me  was  married  to  another.  Exo i.  xxi.  16. 


*>rT«r-P”niihinCnt  hy  death>  is  erafed  from  all  thefe  offences  by 
Mr.  Wuum-oo,  and  they  are  ieft  to  the  diferetion  of  the  court  to 
mhict  other  punifhment  fhort  of  death. 

From  the  fame  prejudice  in  favor  of  Ifi-aelitifh  cuftoms,  a  fond- 
,  aroie,  or  at  Ieaft  was  increafed,  for  ngnificant  n.  mes  for  chil¬ 
dren  the  three  firft  that  were  baptiz'd  in  Bofton  church  were, 
joy,  Rccompence,  and  Pity.  The  humour  fpread.  The  town  of 
Dorchbfter,  in  particular,  was  remarkable  for  fuch  names.  Faith, 
Dope,  Charity,  Deuverance,  Dependance,  Prefeiv  d,  Content,  Pru- 
.dent  Patience,  Thankful,  Hate-evil,  Holdfaft,  &c.  Many  of 

W*  iich  tais  Culy  are  retained  in  families,  in  remembrance  of  their 
anceftor$.% 

1'  fn  8 ,  when  complaints  were  made  againll  the  colony,  it 
was  by  law  made  capital. 

t  Rape  was  not  capital  by  the  Jewifh  law,  and  for  that  reafon  it 
was  not  Co  for  many  years  by  the  colony  law. 

diftion. 
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diftion,  after  banifliment  upon  the  firft  conviction.  The 
law  was  the  fame  with  refpedt  to  quakers  alfo. 

The  denial  of  either  of  the  books  of  the  old  and  new 
teftament,  which  were  all  enumerated,  to  be  the  written 
and  infallible  .word  of  God,  was  either  banifhment  or 
death,  for  the  fecond  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
court,  and,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  an  inhabitant  who 
was  guilty  of  this  offence  upon  the  high  fcas,  was  made 
liable  to  the  penalty. 

Burglary  and  theft,  in  a  houfe  or  fields,  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  were  capital  upon  a  third  conviction.  Thefe  were 
all  the  offences  which  they  made  capital. 

Larceny  or  theft,  was  punifhable  by  fine  or  whipping, 
and  reftitution  of  treble  the  value,  and  theft-boot,  by  a 
forfeiture  of  the  value  of  the  goods  to  the  government. 

The  penalty  of  drunkennefs,  was  ten  (hillings,  exceffive 
drinking,  three  lhillings  and  four  pence,  tippling  above  half 
an  hour,  half  a  crown,  profane  curfing  and  fwearing,  ten 
(hillings,  and  if  more  than  one  oath  at  a  time,  twenty  (hillings. 

I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  about  the  year  1660,  where¬ 
in  a  gentleman  writes  to  his  friend  in  London,  that  “  he 
had  lived  feveral  years  in  the  country,  and  never  faw  a 
perfon  drunk,  nor  never  heard  a  profane  oath.” 

The  penalty  of  profanation  of  the  iabbath,  was  ten 
(hillings  *. 

Fornication,  might  be  punifhed  by  enjoining  mar¬ 
riage,  by  fine  or  corporal  punifhment ;  and  a  freeman,  for 
this  offence,  might  be  disfranchifed  upon  conviction  *f. 

Idleness,  was  no  fmall  offence  ;  common  fowlers, 
tobacco-takers,  and  all  other  perfons  who  could  give  no 
good  account  how  they  fpent  their  time,  the  conftables 
were  required  to  preient  to  the  next  magi  (Irate,  and  the 

*  When  exception  was  taken  in  England  to  the  laws,  that,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Sabbath,  retraining  perfons  from  walking  in  the  Erects 
or  fields,  was  one  ;  but  although  their  charter  was  in  danger,  they 
refufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  law. 

f  Exodus  xxii.  16,  17.  caufed  fome  doubt  whether  fine  or  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment  was  to  be  infti£!ed  for  fornication.  1  have  feveral 
manuscripts  onbothfides  the  queilion. 


\ 
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If  feftmen  of  every  town  were  require:*  to  overfee  the  fa¬ 
mines,  and  to  diftrihute  the  rhil  iren  into  claffes,  and  to 
take  care  tha  they  were  employed  in  fpinning  and  other 
labour*  according  Co  their  age  and  condition. 

Contempt  of  authority,  was  punifhed  with  great  fe- 
venty  by  line,  imprifonment,  or  corporal  punifhment. 

^Lesser  offences,  as  ail  breaches  of  the  peace,  and 
aifo  every  offence  contra  b  nos  mores ,  where  there  was  no 
determinate  penalty,  the  court,  before  which  the  offence 
was  tried,  punifhed  at  diferetion. 

"1  h  ■  -  y  had  a  law  again (1  flavery,  except  pri  oners  taken 
in  war.  Negroes  were  brought  in  very  eady  among  them*. 
Some  judicious  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  the  permiflion 
of  flavery  h;Is  been  a  publick  mifehief. 

Their  laws  concerning  marriage  and  divorce  were 
fomewhat  Angular.  I  fuppofe  there  had  been  no  inftance 
of  a  marriage,  lawfully  celebrated,  by  a  layman  in  E nor¬ 
land,  when  they  left  it.  I  believe  there  was  no  inftance  of 
marriage  by  a  clergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  their 
char  rer,  but  it  was  always  done  by  a  magiftrate,  or  by  per¬ 
fons  specially  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  were  con¬ 
fined  to  particular  towns  or  diftrifts.  If  a  mimfter  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  p  re  lent,  he  was  de  fired  to  pray  It  is  difficult 
t  /  atiign  a  reafon  for  fo  sudden  a  change,  cfpecially  as  there 
was  no  eftabli  filed  form  of  the  marriage  covenant,  and  it 
muft  have  been  adminiftred,  many  times,  in  the  new  plan¬ 
tations,  by  perfons  not  the  mod  proper  for  that  purpofe, 
confidering  of  what  importance  it  is  to  fociety,  that  a  fenfe 
of  this  ordinance,  in  fome  degree  iacred,  fhould  be  main¬ 
tained  and  prefer v-ed  ft.  At  this  day,  marriages  are  folem- 
nized  by  the  clergy,  and  akho*  the  law  admits  of  its  being 
done  by  a  juflice  of  peace,  yet  not  one  in  many  hundred 
is  performed  by  them  IN 

*  Joffeiyn  mentions  three  or  four  blacks  in  Mr.  Maverick’s  fa¬ 
mily  at  Noddle’s-Ifland  in  i6?8. 

fi  i  he  Scotch  writers  tell  us,  that  by  their  laws  it  is  not  neceflary 
marriages  fliould  be  celebrated  by  a  clergyman,  that  the  confent  of 
parties,  flgnihed  before  a  magiftrate,  or  only  before  two  witndfes, 
and  without  con  fu  mm  at  ion,  will  make  a  marriage  valid. 

J,  i'he  publication  of  the  banns  was  very  early  required,  and  no 

mac?  ill  rate. 
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In  matters  of  divorce,  they  left  the  rules  of  the  canon 
law  out  of  the  queftion ;  with  refpe<ft  to  fome  of  them  pru¬ 
dently  enough.  I  never  heard  of  a  reparation,  under  the 
firft  charter,  a  menfa  et  thoro.  Where  it  is  praftifed,  the 
innocent  party  often  fuffers  more  than  the  guilty.  In 
general,  what  would  have  been  caufe  for  fuch  a  leparation 
in  the  fpiritual  courts,  was  fufficient,  with  them,  for  a 
divorce  a  vinculo.  Female  adultery  was  never  doubted, 
to  have  been  fufficient  caufe  ;  but  male  adultery,  after 
fome  debate  and  conlultation  with  the  elders,  was  judged 
not  fufficient.  Defertion  a  year  or  two,  where  there  was 
evidence  of  a  determined  defign  not  to  return,  was  always 
good  caufe ;  fo  was  cruel  ufage  of  the  hufband.  Confan- 
guinity,  they  fettled  in  the  fame  degrees  as  it  is  fettled  in 
England,  and  in  the  Leviticai  laws.  It  is  faid,  a  man  may 
give  his  wife  moderate  corre£tion  without  expofing  him- 
felf  to  any  penalty  in  the  law ;  our  legiflators  had  more 
tender  fentiments  of  this  happy  ftate,  and  a  man  who 
ftruck  his  wife,  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  or  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment :  A  woman  who  ftruck  her  hufband, 
was  liable  to  the  fame  penalties  *. 

magiftrate,  or  other  perfon  fpecially  authorized  to  join  perfons  in 
marriage,  had  authority  to  do  it  before  the  parties  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  according  to  law.  The  fame  law  was  renewed  under  the 
province  charter,  and  after  more  than  an  hundred  years  experience, 
has  been  found  very  beneficial  ;  there  have  been  indances,  but  they 
are  rare,  of  young  people  going  to  New-Hampflnre,  where  li¬ 
cences  to  marry  are  granted  by  the  governor.  As  thefe  indances 
have  been,  many  of  them,  not  for  the  mod  reputable  caufes,  their 
example  has  had  but  little  influence.  Perhaps,  in  a  few  years,  the 
people  of  England  will  be  equally  well  fatisfled  with  the  provifion 
made  by  the  late  marriage  aft,  and  no  body  will  be  at  the  pains  of  a 
journey  to  Scotland,  to  avoid  conformity  to  it.  Upon  Mr.  Dudley’s 
being  appointed  prefident  of  the  colony,  &c.  in  1686,  he  publilhed 
an  order  of  council,  authorizing  and  impowering  minifters  and 
juflices  of  the  peace,  the  order  fays,  “  to  confummate  marriages,” 
after  three  feveral  times  publication  or  licence  from  the  prefident  or 
deputy. 

*  This  feems  to  leave  the  wife  to  the  mercy  of  the  hufband,  who 
Ordinarily  mud  have  paid  the  fine  himfelf,  or  fuffer  her  to  be 
whipped, 

Ef  In 
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#  teftamentary  matters,  the  county  courts  had  jurif- 
diftion  by  law  *.  In  the  beginning,  they  fo  far  followed 
the  civil  law,  as  to  confider  real  eftates  as  mere  bona%  and 
they  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  any  rules  of  diftribu- 
tion  then  in  ufe  in  England,  and  which,  afterwards,  were 
more  fully  eftablifhed  by  the  ftatute  of  diftributions:  They 
confidered  the  family  and  eftate  in  all  their  circumftances. 
and  fometirnes  aftigned  a  greater  portion  to  one  branch 
than  another  ;  fometirnes  they  fettled  all  upon  the  widow  j 
in  other  cafes,  affigned  the  whole  eftate  to  the  adminiftra- 
tors,  or  to  any  relation  who  would  undertake  to  fupport 
or  provide  for  the  family,  and  pay  certain  lums  to  the 
children  when  they  came  to  age  or  marriage.  All  this 
ieems  to  be  neceffary  in  a  new  plantation,  where  molt 
people  foon  fpent  what  little  perfonal  eftate  they  had,  in 
improvement  upon  their  lands.  When  they  eftablifhed  a 
general  rule,  they  conformed  very  near  to  the  rules  re- 
fpe&ing  perfonal  eftate  in  England,  only  they  gave  the 
eldcft  fon  a  double  portion  and  in  the  real  eftate,  the 
widow  generally  was  confidered  for  her  dower  only,  but 
ftill,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  eftate  and  fami¬ 
ly,  the  court  would  confider  the  widow,  and  allow'  her  a 
greater  or  leffer  part,  and  enjoin  her  to  take  care  of  the 
children  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves,  in  proportion 
to  what  (he  received.  They  had  no  law  for  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  eftates  of  perfons  dying  infolvent;  however,  as 
executors  and  adminiftrators  were  not  held  to  prefer  in 
payment  one  debt  to  another,  whether  by  judgment,  bond, 
cr  Ample  contract ;  the  ufual  way  was,  for  a  creditor  of  an 
infolvent  perfon  to  apply  to  the  general  court,  to  appoint 
commiffioners  to  examine  the  claims,  and  alio  to  difeover 
the  eftate  by  examining  upon  oath,  &c.  and  each  creditor 

*  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  feyenth,  it  was  faid  by  Fineux,  that 
the  jurifdi&ion-  of  the  fpiritual  court  in  matters  teftamentary  was 
hut  lately  introduced  by  cuftom. 

f  Prom  Deuteronomy  xxi.  - 1  7.  This  law  of  Mofes  extended  as 
well  to  real  as  ptrfor.al  eftate,  and  perhaps  had  as  great  weight  as 
either  the  civil  law,  or  the  peculiar  circumftances  <*f  a  new  coun¬ 
try- 
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Vvra§  paid  in  proportion*.  The  common  law  was  altered 
with  refpeft  to  fee-fimple  eftates,  and  they  defcended  to 
every  child.  It  feems  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  eftates 
in  fee-tail  would  defcend  in  like  manner,  except  fo  far  as 
the  entail  limited  or  cut  the  fee,  as  in  gavelkind  all  the 
fons  take  as  heir  of  the  body.  'Notwithstanding  this,  the 
conftrudtion  of  a  general  tail  was  fuch,  that  the  heir  at 
common  law  tocJk  as  heir  of  the  body,  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  other  children.  Traitors  and  felons  might  difpofe  of 
their  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  by  will,  after  fentence,  and 
if  they  died  inteftate,  diftribution  was  made  as  in  other 
cafes,  there  being  no  forfeitures.  They  held  their  lands, 
as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  focage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knight  fervice.  They  ftrangely  fuppofed  that  focage- 
tenure  included  all  the  properties  and  cuftoms  of  gavel-* 
kind,  one  of  which  is,  “  the  father  to  the  bough,  the  fon 
to  the  plough^ God  having  forbad  thealienation  of  lands 
from  one  tribe  to  another  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael* 
fo  among  the  firft  laws  of  the  colony  it  was  provided,  “  that 
no  free  inhabitant  of  any  town  fhould  fell  the  lands  allotted 
to  him  in  the  town,  but  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  free 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  unlefs  the  town  gave  corifent,  or 
refufed  to  give  what  others  offered  without  fraud.55  This 
law  could  not  continue  long  in  force.  All  the  valuable 
ends  were  anfwered  by  making  lands  liable  to  pay  taxes 
upon  them  to  the  town  where  they  lay,  though  the  lands 
be  not  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  made  provifion,  by  temporary  laws,  for  the 
charges  of  government.  This  was  done  for  divers  years 
in  the  moft  equitable  way,  by  affeffing  every  inhabitant  in 
proportion  to  the  profits  of  his  whole  eftate  real  and  per- 

*  Aboat  the  year  1680,  a  law  was  made  to  enable  the  county  courts 
to  appoint  commiflioners  to  examine  claims  to  the  eftates  of  perfons 
dying  insolvent,  and  to  diftribute  in  proportion  to  the  creditors. 

t  “  As  to  what  is  objected  againft  perfons  condemned  making 
<£  wills,  See.  we  conceive  it  to  be  according  to  our  patent  and  its 
c*  original,  viz.  that  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  'according  unto  which, 

“  as  we  conceive,  notwithftanding  the  father’s  crime,  yet  the  chil- 
“  dren  are  to  poffefs  the  eftate.”  Majfa.  Records, 
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This  i^rSirnwme  ,by  any?ays  and  means  whatfoever. 

y.;a  y;,  By|mpcfts,  excifes,  and  other  duties,  taxes 
are  in  enfibly  paid,  which  if  proportionably  laid  upon 
wry  individual,  and  paid  in  one  fun,  out  of  an  annual 
income,  would  be  thought  intolerable.  The  derov  at  all 
times,  have  been  exempt  from  all  taxes  for  their  perfons 
or  eftates  under  their  own  improvement,  not  merely  be- 
caule  this  was  agreeable  to  the  Levitical  law  *  but  becaufe 
ley  depended  upon  the  people  from  year  to  year  for  their 
fuppoit,  and  whatever  was  added  to  their  annual  expence 
by  a  tax  fo  much  muft  have  been  added  by  the  people  to 
enable  their  minifters  to  pay  it.  After  the  year  1645,  im- 
pofts  and  exerciies  were  introduced.  Where  the  officers  are 
ni  ally  elefted  by  the  people,  one  great  objection  again# 
fuch  duties,  viz.  the  influence  fuch  officers  may  have  upon 
the  peoples  liberty,  in  other  elections,  can  have  no  place 
Their  military  laws,  at  firft,  were  more  fevere,  every 
per  on  being  required  to  appear  in  arms,  in  order  for  mi- 
htary  exercile,  once  every  month.  Some  few  perfons  in 
public  office  were,  only,  excepted.  This  was  afterwards 
jeffened  to  eight  times  in  a  year,  and  at  length  to  four. 
Every  inhabitant  was  to  be  furniffied  with  arms  and  am- 
munition.  A  few  months  a&ual  fervice  againft  the  Indian 
enemy  in  Philip’s  war,  made  better  foldiers,  than  all  theTr 
exerciie  a*,  nome  had  done  in  forty  years. 

Upon  the  diviflon  of  the  colony  into  regiments,  colo¬ 
ur!  and  heut.  colonels  were  appointed  to  each  regiment, 
i  his  lafled  but  a  ffiort  time  ;  ever  after  they  had  one  field 
officer  only  to  every  regiment,  a  ferjeant  major ;  and  a 
major  general  lor  the  whole.  He  was  chofen  by  the  free- 
men.  1  ne  officers  or  the  feveral  companies,  ordinarily, 
were  chofen  by  the  companies  relpebtively,  and  prefented 
to  the  general  court  ior  their  approbation. 

1  n 1  •  i v  .  «  ief"  account  of  their 

Jegiilative  and  judiciary  forms,  and  fome  fpecial  cuftoms. 

Upon  occafion  of  fome  difputes  with  the  clergy  at  Rome  a 
memorial  was  prefented,  in  which  was  this  maxim,  “  That  the 
clergy  ought  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  Hate,  let  the  old 
teit  ament  fay  wnat  it  will.”  Spirit  of  Laws. 

The 
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The  magiftrates  or  afliftants,  and  the  deputies  or  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  at  firft,  fat  together  in  one 
room,  and,  for  feveral  years  voted  together,  without  any 
diftinftion,  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  determin¬ 
ing  the  vote,  for  in  1635,  when  the  general  court  was 
ordered,  for  time  to  come,  to  be  held  twice  a  year  only, 
it  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  inafmuch  as  in  thofe 
courts  held  by  the  magiftrates  and  deputies,  there  might 
arife  fome  difference  of  judgment  in  doubtful  cafes,  there¬ 
fore  no  law,  order,  or  fentence  fliould  pafs  as  an  aft  of  the 
court,  without  the  confent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  on  the  one  part,  and  the  greater  number  of  the 
deputies  on  the  other  part,  and  for  want  of  fuch  accord, 
the  caule  or  order  was  to  be  iufpended,  and  if  either  party 
thought  it  fufficiently  material,  a  committee  was  to  be 
chofen,  one  half  by  the  magiftrates,  and  one  half  by  the 
deputies,which  committee  might  chufe  an  umpire,  and  by 
them  the  caule  was  to  be  determined.  This  was  a  pru¬ 
dent  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  magiftrates  ;  for  their 
number  being  limited,  and  the  number  of  deputies  increaf- 
ing  in  proportion  as  new  towns  were  planted,  without  fuch 
provifion,  the  magiftrates  would,  in  a  few  years,  have  loft: 
all  their  weight  in  the  legiftative  part  of  the  government. 
There  is  no  record  of  the  general  court’s  fitting  and  aft- 
ing,  in  diftinft  and  feparate  houfes,  until  the  year  1644.  In 
tne  charter,  as  has  been  obferved,  there  was  no  mention 
of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives ;  a  general  court  was  to  con- 
fift  of  the  magiftrates  and  freemen,  and  this  occafioned 
the  dilpute  whether  there  was  a  negative  voice  in  each 
part  of  the  legiftative  body,  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
that,  in  matters  of  legiflation,  they  Ihould  aft  diftinft  and 
.eparate,  and  that  no  legiftative  aft  Ihould  be  valid  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  major  part  of  each  houfe. 

The  judicial  power,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  matters, 
was  at  firft  exercifed  by  the  court  of  afliftants,  except  in 
cafes  cognizable  by  a  juftice  of  peace.  In  divers  cafes  of 
,  violent  death,  juries  of  inqueft  were  impanelled  by  the 
governor,  and  a  jury  was  alfo  impanelled  for  trial  of  any 
perfons  charged  by  the  jury  of  inqueft.  I  find  but  one 
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infhmceoF  trial  by  jury  in  any  cafe,  except  murder,  and 
tnat  was  in  an  action  of  affault  and  battery,  until  No  verm- 
ber  i6v3,  when  it  was  ordered  that  procefs  fhould  be 
directed  by  the  fecretary  to  the  beadle,  to  warn  24  jurors, 
i±  days  before  the  court,  who  were  to  be  named  by  the 
fecretary.  In  1634,  an  order  or  law  was  made,  that  no 
trial  fhould  pafs  upon  any  for  life  or  death,  without  a  jury 
regularly  chofen  by  the  freemen.  Grand  juries  were  firft 
eftablifhed  by  law  in  September  1635.  At  the  firft  court 
afterwards,  an  hundred  offences  were  prefented. 

The  colony  increafing,  and  the  fettlements  extending 
remote  from  the  capital,  it  was  foon  found  neceffary  to 
make  a  divifion  into  ftiires  or  counties,  and  courts  were 
held  in  each  county,  in  fome  four  in  a  year,  in  others  two, 
in  Yoddhire  or  the  province  of  Main,,  but  one.  Thefe 
courts  were  held  by  the  magiftrates  who  lived  in  each 
county,  or  any  other  magiftrates  who  would  attend,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fuch  other  perlons  as  the  freemen  of  the  county, 
from  time  to  time,  fhould  nominate,  and  the  general  court 
approve  of,  fo  as  to  make  five  in  all,  any  three  to  hold  a 
court.  They  had  power  to  determine  all  civil  caufes  *,  and 
all  criminal,  the  penalty  notextending  to  life,  member,  or 
banifhment.  Grand  and  petit  juries  were  lummoned  to  at¬ 
tend  them.  Appeals,  from  them,  lay  to  the  court  of  affiftants 
and  from  thence  to  the  general  court.  The  higher  offences 
againft  law  were  cognizable  by  the  affiftants  only,  except 
upon  application,  by  appeal  or  petition,  to  the  general  court. 
In  all  addons,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  any  ftranger  was 
a  party  or  interefted,  who  could  not  flay,  without  damage, 
to  attend  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice,  the  governor  or 
deputy  governor,  with  any  two  magiftrates,  had  power  to 
Call  a  fpecial  court,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe,  either 
civil  or  criminal,  if  Triable  in  a  county  court;  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  records  or  the 
courts  of  affiftants.  In  divers  towns,  a  petty  court  was 
feftablifhcd  for  fmall  debts  and  trefpaffes  under  twenty 
Shillings:  And  in  every  town  the  ieledmen,  who  were 
annually  chofen  by  the  town,  had  power  to  hear  and 

*  At  firft  in  civil  caufes  they  were  limited  to  ten  pounds. 

determine 
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determine  all  offences  againft  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the 
penalty  of  which  could  not  extend  beyond  twenty  fhillings, 
and  the  by-laws  could  not  extend  to  matters  criminal  in 
their  nature,  but  were  limited  to  the  regulation  of  their 
buildings,  fences,  ftreets,  &c.  to  the  preventing  nufances, 
and  to  other  matters  tending  to  the  convenience  and  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  ftar-chamber,  high-commiflion,  as  well  as  all  the 
ecclefiaftical  courts,  were  in  their  zenith  when  our  an- 
ceftors  left  England  ;  but  they  brought  away  no  affe&ion 
for  them.  A  difcontented  attorney*,  who  publifhed  in 
1642,  a  little  pamphlet  relative  to  New-England,  fays, 
that  4C  in  their  general  courts  and  quarter-feflions,  they 
exercifed  all  the  powers  of  parliament,  king’s-bench,  com¬ 
mon-pleas, chancery,  high-commiflion,  flar-chamber,and  all 
other  the  courts  ot  England,  and  in  divers  inftances  put  to 
death,  banifhed,  fined,  cut  off  ears,  whipt  and  imprifoned 
for  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  offences.”  It  will  appear  from 
their  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  and  the  profeffed  indepen¬ 
dency  of  the  churches,  that  there  was  no  room  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  great  part  of  the  powers  of  the  fpiritual  courts. 

All  caufes  which,  in  England,  would  have  fallen  within 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  were  like- 
wife  heard  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  common  law. 
There  were  divers  inftances  of  trials,  condemnations,  and 

*  -This  was  one  Thomas  Lechford,  who  left  England  about  the 
year  1637,  being  diftatisfied,  as  he  fays,  with  the  ecclefiaftical  go- 
irernment,  and  having  made  himfelf  obnoxious  by  his  oppofition  to 
epifcopacy.  When  he  came  to  New-England,  he  fays,  he  found 
every  church-member  a  bifhop,  and  not  inclining  to  become  one 
himfelf,  he  could  not  be  admitted  a  freeman  among  them,  but  was 
very  a£live  in  cenfuring  their  proceedings  in  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
matters.  The  court  took:  the  advantage  of  an  offence  of  another  na-» 
Cure,  his  going  to  the  jury,  and  pleading  with  them  out  of  court,  and 
debarred  him  from  pleading  any  man’s  caufe  befides  his  own,  and  at 
the  fame  time  admonifhed  him  not  to  prefurne  to  meddle  beyond 
what  he  fhould  be  called  to  by  the  court.  Being  deprived  of  the 
means  of  fupporting  himfelf,  he  returned  to  England  in  1641,  a 
zealous  epifcopalian.  Epilcopacy  being  declining  there,  he  had 
room  to  indulge  the  ruling  paftion,  by  attacking  Old-England  and 
New  in  the  fame  piece,  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of  Plain  Dealing. 
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executions  for  piracies,  murders,  and  other  felonies  com¬ 
mitted  upon  the  high  feas.  I  imagine,  the  neceflity  of  the 
rung,  that  juftice  might  be  done,  muft  have  been  the  plea 
tor  this  extraordinary  proceeding.  To  have  fent  fuch  of¬ 
fenders  to  England,  where  they  might  have  had  a  trial,  to 
the  legality  of  which  no  exception  could  have  been  made, 
would  have  been  much  more  regular,  and  the  expence  at¬ 
tending  it  muft  have  been  matter  of  little  weight,  when 
compared  with  the  putting  men  to  death,  where  the  autho¬ 
rity  for  it  was  but  doubtful,  if  even  that  may  be  faid  in 
favor  of  it. 

Their  judicial  proceedings  were  in  as  fummary  a  way, 
as  could  well  confift  with  the  prefervation  of  any  tolerable 
degree  of  method  or  order.  They  feem  to  have  not  much 
regarded  forms  in  books  of  entries.  Writs  and  procefles 
were  not  in  the  King’s  name,  and  were  very  concife.  I 
find  a  writ  in  1650  in  this  form : 

“  To  the  Marfhal  or  his  Deputy. 

*re  rccluired  t0  a«ach  the  goods  or  lands  of 
illiam  Stevens  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  fo 

as  to  bind  the  fame  to  be  refponfible  at  the  next  court  at 
2 9th  of  the  5th  month,  to  anfwer  the  complaint 
°r  cr  r*  James  Aftwood  in  an  adtion  of  debt,  to  the  value 
of  fifty  pounds,  upon  a  bill  of  exchange,  and  fo  make  a 
true  return  hereof  under  your  hand.  Dated  29th  2d  mo. 

1 05°-  per  curiam, 

Wm.  Afpinwall.** 

hey  did  not  trouble  themfelves  with  pleas  in  abatement. 

1  hey  made  no  alteration  upon  the  feveral  chanoes  of  Go¬ 
vernment  in  England.  There  is  no  room  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  omifllon  of  his  majefty’s  name  proceeded  from  difaffec- 
tion,  or  that  they  imagined  themfelves  altogether  indepen¬ 
dent.  So  far  as  their  dependence  was  expreffed  in  their  char¬ 
ter,  it  could  not  be  difputed.  The  reafonable  and  neceflary 
connexion,  between  a  colony  and  the  ftate  from  which  it 
fprings,  perhaps,  was  not  ful  y  underftood.  They  were  not 
Jong  afraid  ot  any  checks  or  reffraints  from  the  powers  at 
home.  After  a  few  years  the  authority  of  the  king  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  at  an  end.  The  houfe  of  commons,  in  1 642, 
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paffed  a  refolve,  which  (hews  the  colony  to  have  been  a  fa¬ 
vorite.  Both  Oliver  and  Richard  Cromwell,  during  their 
protedforates,  wrote  to  the  government  in  a  ftile  more  pro¬ 
per  for  one  ally  to  another,  than  for  the  head  of  a  fove- 
reign  ftate  to  one  of  its  branches  or  dependances.  \ 

For  more  than  the  ten  firft  years,  the  parties  fpake 
for  themfelves,  for  the  moll  part  •,  fometimes,  when  it  was 
thought  the  caufe  required  it,  they  were  afiifted  by  a  patron, 
or  man  of  iuperior  abilities,  but  without  fee  or  rewaid. 

Where  there  was  fo  much  of  equality  in  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants,  and  once  a  year  every  office  ex¬ 
pired,  it  is  not  ftrange,  that  every  order  of  men  ffiould  be  • 
fond  of  acquiring  and  retaining  their  full  ffiare  of  power 
and  authority  •,  and  although  it  had  been  a  known  rule  in 
the  conftitution  they  came  from,  that  matters  of  evidence 
were  determinable  by  the  jury,  and  points  of  law,  ordina¬ 
rily  by  the  court,  and  the  general  court  was  fo  fenfible  of 
the  expediency  of  this  rule,  that  in  1642,  they  paffed  a 
temporary  law  or  order,  “  that  in  all  trials  between  party 
“  and  party,  the  jury  fhall  find  matter  of  fadf,  with  da- 
“  mages  and  cofts,  according  to  their  evidence,  and  the 
“  judges  are  to  deckre  the  fentence  upon  it,  or  they  may 
“  direct  the  jury  to  find  according  to  the  law,”  yet  the 
jury  feldom  found  a  fpecial  verdidt,  which,  a  contempo¬ 
rary  writer  fays,  was  the  cajufe  of  many  inconveniencies  *. 

I  do  not  find  that  this  law  was  ever  revived.  It  was 
a  very  common  thing,  for  the  court  to  refufe  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  verdidt  of  the  jury,  and,  in  this  cafe,  the  caule 
was  carried  before  the  general  court.  The  jury  fome¬ 
times  gave  their  verdict,  that  there  were  ftrong  grounds 
of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficient  evidence  to  convidt.  The 
court  would  give  fentence  upon  this  verdidt,  and  punilh 
for  many  offences  which,  by  the  evidence  upon  trial,  the 
party  appeared  to  them  to  have  been  guilty  of,  although 
he  was  not  convidted  of  the  particular  crime  he  was  charged 
with.  Secundum  allegata  et  probata  was  a  rule  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  which  they  did  not  confine  themfelves  -f. 

In 

7  1  I  , 

*  Lechford,  p.  28.  >  ,  v  * 

t  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  PlimoutH,  writing  to  Mr.  Stoughton  for 

advice,  ir 
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In  criminal  profecutions,  regularly,  a  bill  was  to  be 
tound  by  a  grand  jury,  in  which  they  were  not  very 
formal.  Sometimes  the  bill  would  be  indorfed,  that  the 
jury  had  ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  but  net  fufficient 
evidence  to  put  upon  trial.  I  have  met  with  inftances  of 
one  of  the  _ourt  Handing  up,  after  a  verdid  of  the  petty 
jury  of  not  guilty,  in  a  capital  trial,  and  charging  the  ..ri- 
ioner,  in  open  court,  with  burglary  and  theft,  which  were 
not  capital,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  upon  fuch  charge. 
The  court  would  fometimes  afk  the  party  charged,  whe- 
ther  they  would  be  tried  by  bench  or  jury  ? 

An  attorney-general  was  not  an  eftabhffied  officer  On 
fome  occafions,  a  perfon  has  been  /penally  authorized  to 
bring  informations  for  the  king  or  government  *  The  trea- 
lurer,  as  receiver-general  for  the  colony,  took  care  for  the 
recovery  of  public  dues.  In  criminal  matters,  a  fpirit  of 

virtue  produced  informers,  without  reproach  to  thur  cha¬ 
racters. 

Oaths  were  adminiftred,  with  no  other  ceremony  than 
holding  up  the  hand.  This  was  fufficient  to  diftineuiffi 
a  witnefs  from  the  reft  of  the  court.  Killing,  or  laying  the 
hand  upon  the  book,  was  fcrupled,  as  an  idolatrous  cere¬ 
mony,  and  ic  has  never  ftnee  been  pradifed  in  the  °overn- 
ment,  nor  the  other  governments  in  New-Englandfexcept 
when  fpecial  commiffions  from  England,  to  take  depofitions 
to  be  ufed  in  fome  of  the  courts  of  law  there,  have  made 
it  necefiary.  There  is  no  law  to  enjoin  this,  or  reftrain 
any  other  mode.  Oaths  are  faid  to  be,  generally,  admini- 
itred  according  to  the  religion  he  that  iwears  holds  to  be 
true.  The  Chriftian  is  fworn  upon  the  gofpels,  the  Jew 


“  !lc.’  *"  '"01>  ac  ““were  mm:  ••  1  he  teltimony  you  mentic 

,  ga  .  th®  pri(oner,  I  think,  is  clear  and  fufficient  to  convict  hin 

n  'n  caf^riu^  not  be  of  that  mind>  then>  if  y°u  ho1 

yourfelves  ilinfily  obliged  by  the  laws  of  England,  no  other  verdif 
but  not  guuty,  can  be  brought  in  ;  but,  according  to  our  praaice  i 
this  jurndiftion,  we  (hould  punilh  him  with  fome  grievous  punifl 
ment, ^according  to  the  demerit  of  his  crime,  though  not  feund  c; 

*  Sup.  court's  records. 
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uoon  the  old  teftament  *  and  the  Mahometan  upon  the 
alcoran.  To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes  is  all 
that  is  effential,  and  this  is  more  likely  to  be  produced  by 
a  due  gravity  and  folemnity,  at  the  adminiftration  on  his 
part  who  adminifters  the  oath,  as  well  as  he  who  takes  it, 
than  by  any  particular  ceremony.  Gentlemen  who  come 
among  us,  from  other  parts  of  the  Brittlh  dominions,  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  form,  and  it  is  kept  up  now  more  from  the 
decency  of  it,  than  from  any  religious  fcruples. 

For  the  firft  twenty  years,  they  ufed  too  little  forma  1  y 
in  their  deeds  and  conveyances  of  the  titles  to  lands  ;  but 
in  the  year  1651,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  order,  tha 
no  eftate  of  inheritance  fliould  pafs,  unlefs  it  was  expreffed 
in  the  deed  or  conveyance  “  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
grantee  and  his  heirs  for  ever,”  or  words  to  that  effedt ; 
and  fo  no  eftate  tail,  except  expreffed  “  to  the  heirs  male 
of  the  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever,  or  to  the  grantee 

for  life,  or  term  of  years,”  &c.  , 

As  earlv  as  the  year  1640,  they  made  provifion  for  a 

public  regiftry,  and  no  mortgage,  bargain,  fale,  or  grant 
E>f  any  realty  was  good,  where  the  granter  remained  in  pof- 
feffion,  againft  any  perfons,  except  the  granter  and  his  heirs, 
unlefs  the  fame  was  acknowledged  before  a  magiftrate,  and 
recorded  •,  and  all  grants  that  had  been  before  made  were  to 
be  acknowledged  and  recorded,  within  one  month  after  the 
end  of  October  that  year,  if  the  party  was  within  the  jurif- 
diftion,  if  not,  within  three  months  after  their  return,  other- 

wife  to  be  void,  except,  as  aforefaid.  • 

Every  marriage,  birth,  and  death  was  like  wife  regif- 
tred,  firft  in  the  town,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  earned 
by  the  town  clerk,  or  clerk  of  the  wncs,  as  he  vvas  then 
called,  to  the  county  regifter  •,  and  every  neglect  was 
puni  filed  with  twenty  flullings  fine. 

*  It  is  faid  bv  Come  writers,  that  fwearing  by  the  book  took  its 
r\(e  from  the  lews,  who  laid  their  hands  upon  the  ola  teftament ;  bu 
our  firft  planters,  who  were  not  ignorant  ot  this  cuftom  among 

attributed  it  to  their  pronenels  to  idolatry.  „ 

J  "  cum,  ut  mos  Gracorum  eft,  jurandi  causa,  ad  aras  accederet. 

£/<••  fr0  L‘  c‘  ^alba'  '  CHAP» 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  original  State  of  the  Country,  with  relpeft 

to  tne  Inhabitants  and  Soil.  " 

TH  E  Maffachufets  firft  planters  diftincmilhed  th* 
■iv«  by  four  divifions,  eaftern,  wrlTero  no 
ana  louthern.  The  eaftern  people  had  rhlZ  ’  °“hern» 
of  Tarrateens  or  Tarren teens  •  £  u  ^  name 
ac  Kenuebeck,  and  .he  Cher'  r!Z  i„  T 
Mam,  and  country  eaft  of  it,  and  were  Dar/T/T'  ,°f 
called  by  the  French  Abenakis.  The  fev°L  &l  d"' 
vifions  of  thefe  Tarrenteens  or  Abenaki^  n-' 
the  rivers  where  they  dwelt  or  ’  n  ?1Dg  to 

John’s,  Penobfcot,  Norrid^ewock  ^ed’  as  St* 

&c  were  not  known  to  the  Englilh  until  manyfSrsafte^’ 
There  was  great  enmity  between  the  To  ter  # 

Aberginians,  or  Indians  of  MaflachufetsBrv 

they  had  been  formerly  a  great  people  T’*hoaIdl°ugh 
duced,  that,  upon  alarm's,  the/wSfl  ^ 
houfes  as  to  alylums,  where  the  Tarrenteens  dmfi° 
purfue  them.  The  French  traders  were  better  kn 
than  the  Englilh  to  thefe  Tarrenteens  and  *  ^°W? 

SdiC  T?8?”11  "he  PSlilh>  which  “uld  nevetbferad'. 

Ca.  ed-  T  iele  were  the  Indians  who  firft  ufed  fire  arm!* 
Which  with  ammunition,  .hey  obtained  from  ,he  Fre ™h 

The  fecond  year  after  the  Maffichufets  planters  arrived' 
the  Tarrenteens  deftroyed  fome  of  the  pLrn  ,  ed’ 

to  trade  with  them,  and  pretended  , hat, heeB  1  went 

bn,  the  truth  being 

cerned  in  the  murder  were  taken  anU  i  .  ,  con* 

they  refrained  from  open  hoMtties  for  ab"fve  fo„y  S 

*  The  Indians  of  the  river  Si  Fronen’  .  .  A 

and  Weweenocks,  were  a  colony  of  the  A  hJ'V0  Arefa2untaco°ks 
eaftern  parts  of  New-Eneland  for  th*  (  i.  bCnakls’  removed  from  the 
'fhey  fixed  at  firft  upon  the  falls  of  Chaurf'6  °  ^!reD^  neighbourhood, 
to  St  Kranyois,  cCw  Chaa^ere,  but  loon  after  removed 
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yet  they  kept  no  great  correfpondence  with,  nor  fhewed 
any  affeCtion  for,  the  Englifh  colonies,  but  at  all  times 
were  attached  to  the  French,  who  fpeak  of  them  as  the 
mod  mild  and  docile  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The 
weftern  Indians  went  by  the  general  name  of  Mohawks 
and  under  this  name  were  included  all  the  Indians  weft- 
ward  of  Quinnipiack  (New-Haven)  although  the  Indians 
of  Hudfon’s  river  j",  the  Moheganders  or  Mackhanders* 
were  people  of  a  different  nation  and  language.  The 
name  of  Mohawks  ftruck  terror  into  the  Indians  who  lived 
eaft  of  them. 

The  fouthern  Indians  were  divided  into  many  diflinCfc 
nations  or  tribes.  Thole  upon  Long-Ifland  and  the  main 
land  oppofite  upon  the  lea  coaft,  were  accounted  among 
the  mofl  favage.  The  Maffachufets  Indians  had  but 
little  knowledge  of  them.  There  was  another  fubdivi- 
fion,  by  the  name  of  the  River  Indians,  who  had  feated 
themfelves  in  feveral  commodious  places  upon  the  banks 
of  Connecticut  river.  The  next  to  them  were  called 
Mohegins,  between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Pequod 
river,  and  upon  fome  of  the  higher  branches  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  river.  Then  came  the  Pequods,  feated  be¬ 
tween  and  about  New-London  and  Stonington,  near  to 
the  fea  coaft.  Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  among  the  moft 
warlike,  aCtive,  and  daring,  and  made  the  Naraganfets, 
though  more  numerous,  ftand  in  awe  of  them,  and  would 
have  made  the  Engliftt  do  fo  likewife,  if  they  had  beeni 
owners  of  English  arms,  and  underftood  how  to  ufe  them. 
They  were  reprefented  to  have  been  under  greater  pre¬ 
judices  againft  the  English,  from  the  beginning,  than  any 
other  tribe.  Next  to  the  Pequods  were  the  Naraganfets, 
who  lived  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Stonington  round  point 
Judith,  and  on  what  is  cailed  the  Naraganfet  bay.  They 
confifted  of  leveral  leffer  principalities,  but  all  united 

*  Mohawks  they  were  called  by  the  Indians  of  New-Eng-land,  which 
ftgmneo  Canibals,  from  the  Indian  word  mobo>  to  eat.  R.  iVilliams 

+  The  Indians  called  by  the  French  Loops  (Wolves)  moved  from 
Hudfoa  s  river.  Charlevoix. 

under 
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under  one  general  ruler,  called  the  chief  fachem  *f ,  to  whom 
all  the  others  owed  fome  kind  of  fealty  or  fubje&ion.  The 
Niancicks  were  included,  and  confidered  as  a  branch  of  the 
Naraganfets.  The  Naraganfets  muft  have  been  very  nu¬ 
merous.  None  of  the  Indians  were  fuppofed  to  increafe, 
but  to  be  continually  decreafing,  not  in  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  only,  but  among  the  French  in  Canada  alfo,  and  yet 
in  1675,  at  the  beginning  of  Philip’s  war,  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  the  Naraganfet  tribe  confided  of  2000  fight¬ 
ing  men.  T  hey  were  the  mod  curious  coiners  of  the 
wampompeag”,  and  lupplied  theother  nations  with  money, 
pendants,  and  bracelets;  alfo  with  tobacco-pipes  of  done, 
iome  blue  and  iome  white ;  they  furnifhed  the  earthen 
vedels  and  pots  for  cookery  and  other  domedic  uies. 
They  were  confidered  as  a  commercial  people,  and  not 
only  began  a  trade  with  the  Englifh  for  goods  for  their 
own  confumption,  but  foon  learned  to  fupply  other  didant 
nations  at  an  advanced  price,  and  to  receive  bever  and 
other  furs  in  exchange,  upon  which  they  made  a  profit 
alfo.  The  Pequods  jeered  them  for  their  indifpofition  to 
war,  and  called  them  a  nation  of  women. 


Canonicus  and  Miantinomy  were  confidered  as  Having  equal 
authority,  until  the  latter  was  killed.  R.  Williams. 

The  ancient  Indians  among  the  Naraganfets  reported,  when  the 
Englifh  fiid  aruved,  that  they  had  in  former  times  a  fachem  called 
Tafhtafiuck,  incomparably  greater  than  any  in  the  whole  land  in 
power  and  ftate,  that  he  had  only  two  children,  a  fon  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter^  and  not  being  able  to  match  them  according  to  their  dignity, 
He  joined  them  together  in  matrimony,  and  that  they  had  four  fons, 
of  which  Canonicus,  who  was  fachem  when  the  Englifh  came,  was 
toe  eldeft.  MS.  This  is  the  only  piece  of  Indian  hiftory,  or  tra- 

cifon  or  any  fort  from  the  anceilors  of  our  firfl  Indians.  I  have 
ever  met  with. 

I  iie  people  of  New-Plimouth,  in  the  year  1627,  began  a  trade 
t"ie  1  at  Manhados,  and  there  they  had  the  firll  knowledp-e 
m  wampempeag,  and  their  acquaintance  therewith  occafioned  the 
Inc  1  an s  of  thefe  parts  to  learn  to  make  it.  Hubbard.  It  is  not  pro- 
bp^.le  the .  New-Engl and  Indians  had  any  inftrument  of  commerce. 
;\];e  ^ng-iih  could  not  have  been  feven  years  among  them  without 

Ci^covcring  it.  Argentum  w  antrum  pro  pitii  anirati  dii  nega'verinb 
iiubito.  Tac.  * 


The 
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The  Wamponoags  were  next  to  the  Naraganfets.  Their 
fachem  was  Maffafoiet  or  Woofamequin,  whofe  chief  feat 
was  fometimes  at  Pokanocket  *  or  Sowam,  and  at  other 
times  at  Namalket,  now  Middleborough.  The  Nipnets, 
who  were  feated  upon  fome  leffer  rivers  and  lakes  or  large 
ponds,  more  within  the  continent,  where  Oxford  now  is, 
and  towns  near  it,  were  fuppofed  to  be  tributaries  to 
Maffafoiet-.  The  Indians  upon  Cape  Cod,  although  not 
confidered  as  part  of  the  Wamponoags,  yet  were  fuppofed 
to  be  alfo  under  fome  kind  of  fubjeftion  to  Maffafoiet. 
However,  it  is  certain,  that  when  Philip,  the  fon  of 
Maffafoiet,  had  engaged  almotl  all  the  other  Indians  of  the 
country  in  war  with  the  Englifh,  his  folicitations  could  not 
prevail  withthofeof  Manamet  to  join  him,  but  they  adhered 
to  the  Englifh,  and  were  a  defence  to  Sandwich,  and  the 
towns  further  upon  the  cape.  There  feems  to  have  been 
two  cantons  or  fachemdoms  of  the  cape  Indians,  one  ex¬ 
tending  from  Eel  river  in  Plimouth,  to  the  fouth  fhore  of 
the  cape,  and  comprehended  what  are  now  called  the 
Malhpee  Indians -f,  and  then  extended  upon  the  cape  to  the 
eaftern  part  of  Barnftable,  and  as  far  weftward  as  Wood’s- 

*  Briftol. 

f  I  received  this  account  of  the  Cape  Indians  from  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Hawley,  a  worthy  miffionary  to  the  Malhpee  tribe,  who.  are 
the  principal  body  of  Indians  now  remaining  in  New-England. 
The  town  of  Mafhpee  conftfts  of  65  wigwams,  beftdes  9  wigwams 
at  a  place  called  Scanton,  and  4  at  Sockanoffiet,  in  the  bounds  of 
Falmouth,  who  are  likewifc  under  Mr.  Hawley’s  charge.  '  In  164S 
Papmunnuck  fold  lands  to  the  people  of  Barnftable,  as  being 
the  chief  of  this  tribe.  They  have  not  preferved  a  fucceffion  of 
jfachems,  but  for  many  years  paft  have  affetted  government  in. 
imitation  of  the  form  of  government  in  the  Engiiih  townlhips. 
However,  the  great  grandfon  of  this  Papmunnuck  they  confidered 
as  the  chief  fpeaker  in  1761.  Pie  died  that  year.  Another  of  his 
defendants  is  now  a  fchoolmafter  near  fourfcore  years  of  age.  But 
fome  deny  that  Papmunnuck  was  their  chief,  and  make  Tooken- 
chofsn  the  fachem.  There  are  as  many  adult  perfons  of  this  tribe 
as  there  were  fourfcore  years  ago,  but  not  fo  many  children  and 
youth.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  pra&ice  of  the  parents,  in 
binding  out  their  children  as  fervants  in  Englilh  families,  and  fome 
late  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  government  to  reftrain  or  re¬ 
gulate  this  practice. 
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hole,  and  divers  petty  fachems  or  fagamores  were  com¬ 
prehended  in  this  divifion,  of  which  Mafhpee  was  one  •, 
the  eaftern  part  of  the  cape  from  Nobfkuffet  or  Yarmouth 
made  another  fachemdom,  the  capital  of  which  was  Naufit, 
or  Eaftham  :  Thefe  were  known  to  the  people  of  New- 
Plimouth  by  the  name  of  Naufit  Indians.  The  Indians 
upon  Nantucket,  and  thofe  upon  Martha’s  Vineyard,  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  diftind  and  feparate  tribes,  having 
their  own  fachems  and  fagamores.  The  Nantucket  In¬ 
dians  were  a  large  body. 

The  feveral  fcattered  tribes  from  the  Pockanockets  to 
Pifcataqua  river,  were  called  the  Northern  Indians,  and 
by  fome  Aberginians.  There  were  many  diftind  fettle- 
ments  upon  the  leflfer  channels  of  Pifcataqua  or  Newi- 
chewannock  river.  Merrimack  alfo  had  its  receptacles, 
from  the  mouth  fifty  miles  or  more,  as  Wainoofet,  Patucket, 
Amofkeag,  Penicook,  &c.  and  Newbury  falls  was  a  noted 
plantation,  there  being  plenty  of  fifti  there  at  all  feafons. 
And  for  the  fame  reafon,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  plenty 
of  fhell*fifh,  at  Agawam  (lpfwich)  there  was  a  noted  tribe 
with  their  fachem.  Naumkeag  (Salem  and  Marblehead) 
and  Saugus  (Lynn)  made  another  divifion.  Saugus  Indians 
had  a  diftind  fachem,  known  by  the  Englifh  name  of 
George,  who  lived  forty  years  or  more  after  the  Englifh 
came  there. 

At  Maflachufets,  near  the  mouth  of  Charles  river, 
there  ufed  to  be  a  general  rendezvous  of  Indians.  That 
circle,  which  now  makes  the  harbours  of  Bofton  and 
Charleftown,  round  by  Malden,  Chelfea,  Nantafket,  Hing- 
ham, Weymouth,  Braintree,  and  Dorchefter,  was  the  capital 
of  a  great  fachem  *,  much  reverenced  by  all  the  planta. 

*  The  tradition  is,  that  this  fachem  had  his  principal  feat  upon  a 
{mail  hill  or  rifing  upland,  in  the  midftof  a  body  of  faltmarlh  in  the 
tovvnfhip  of  Dorchefter,  near  to  a  place  called  Squantum,  and  it  i$ 
known  by  the  name  of  Mallachufets  hill,  or  mount  Maftachufets  to 
this  day.  The  blue  hills,  fo  called,  in  the  townfriip  of  Milton,  &c. 
are  called  in  Capt,  Smith’s  map  in  1614,  Chevi  hills,  but  they  were 
called  before  Maftachufets  mount.  Prince  Charles  changed  the  name, 
and  alfo  gave  the  name  of  Charleys  rivet  to  what  had  been  before 
called  Maftachufets  river. 
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tions  of  Indians  round  about,  and  to  him  belonged  Na- 
ponfet  (Dorchefter  Mills  now  Milton)  Pudkapoo-  fStough- 
ton)  Weffaguffet  (Weymouth),  and  feveral  places  upon 
Charles  river,  where  the  natives  were  feated.  At  Miftick 

a  Sagamore  was  feated,  upon  a  creek  which  meets  with  the 
mouth  of  Charles  river. 

It  is  not  poffible  to  make  a  juft  computation  of  the 
number  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  New-En°-land.  It 
is  agreed  that  they  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the 
ngliln  planters,  and,  when  it  was  too  late,  repented  that 
t  ley  had  nor,  by  a  general  .union,  difcouraged  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  firft  attempts  of  fettlements  among  them. 
he  life  of  hunters  and  filhermen  is  faid  to  be  averle  to 
uman  fociety,,  except  among  the  members  of  fingle  fami¬ 
lies.  i  he  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  at  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  reprefen t  them 
to  have  been  as  near  to  a  ftate  of  nature  as  any  people 
upon  tne  globe  f  and  defticute  of  moft  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  are  the  ufual  effefts  of  civil  fociety.  1  Some 
writers  §  tell  us,  thathufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren,  lived  always  in  one  room  or  wigwam,  without  anv 
apartments  and  made  no  privacy  of  thofe  addons  which 
nature  teaches  even  fome  irrational  animals  £  to  be  afhamed 

lef;rc,  f  I,  aPree’  t!lat  a  young  woman  was  not 
ta  ™ed  for  havin§  accompanied  with  a  man,  their 
ufual  pradhce  hemg  to  Jive  together  upon  trial,  before  they 
cook  one  another  ror  hufband  and  wife  ||.  We  hear  of  no 

inftances 

for+ourana!ive.def‘‘iS0n  °l  th.e  Aborigines  of  Italy  frits  very  well 

§  Mr.  Shepard's  clear  Sun-Jhtne  'of  the  Go/pel,  1648.  . 

M  Pi,  ?  tIePhant> '  th<-  cieer »  &c.  who  never  couple  but  in  fecret. 

II  Champlain,  who  lived  a  whole  winter  shout 

Algonquins,  fays,  “  they  have  a  fort  nf  ’  '  6  1’,’  am°nS  the 

girl  arrived  to  ekven,  twelve  thirteen  J  1?  2  >'oun2 

fre  would  have  fuitors  in  prooortion  tn  ’b  ^  °T  fift«en  years> 

s;theerd-father 

among  the  difcreeter  fort,  the  girls  would  not  flay  for  VeircoT  /j 

GS  feet. 
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in  dances  of  refined  conjugal  affedtion.  The  fu'perior 
ftrength  of  the  man  to  that  of  the  woman,  inftead  of  being 
employed  in  the  moft  laborious  fervices  neceffary  for  their 
mutual  fupport,  was  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  wife  in  fub- 
je&ion,  and  oblige  her  to  every  kind  of  drudgery,  not  only 
to  the  carrying  her  children  upon  her  back  in  all  their  re¬ 
moves,  but  to  the  carrying  their  provifions  and  packs  of 
every  kind,  ,  in  their  huntings  and  other  marches.  The 
women  not  only  provided  bark  and  flakes,  the  materials 
of  their  houfes  or  cabins,  but  were  the  houfewrights  who 
built  them,  and  as  often  as  the  family  moved,  for  the  fake 
of  hiking  or  hunting,  the  women  took  down  the  houfes 
and  carried  them  on  their  backs.  They  planted,  hoed 
and  gathered  the  corn,  and  provided  barns  (holes  in  the 
ground  cieled  with  the  rind  of  trees)  for  the  reception  of 
it.  Not  to  mention  their  employments  in  providing  (hell- 
dilci  and  other  fifh  for  the  family,  bearing  burdens,  of  wood 
and  water,  dreffing  their  food,  &c.  The  men  commended 
themfelves  for  keeping  their  wives  employed,  and  con¬ 
demned  the  Englifh  hufbands  for  fpoiling  good  working 
creatures.  A  family  feems,  neceffarily,  to  carry  an  idea  of 
government,  but  parents  had  no  authority  over  their 

children. 

Tent.  The  enamoured  Indian  tenders  to  his  miftrefs  a  few  belts, 
chains,  or  bracelets  of  wampom.  If  the  girl  likes  him  fhe  will 
receive  the  prefent,  and  he  comes  and  lodges  with  her  three  or 
four  nights,  without  faying  one  word,  where  they  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  affe&ions.  If,  after  a  week  or  fortnight  {pent  in  this 
manner,  they  cannot  agree,  which  is  very  often  the  cafe,  fhe  quits 
her  lover,  who  leaves  his  wampon  and  other  prefents  made  her. 
Difappointed,  he  leeks  another  mi 4 refs,  and  fhe  another  humble 
lervant,  and  continue  lb  to  do  until  two  meet  together  who  are 
agreeable  each  to  the  other.  There  are  fome  who  pafs  their 
youth  thus  with  many  fuch  hufbands,  who  have  not  the  foie  pof- 
feffion,  for,  as  foon  as  it  is  night,  the  young  women,  although 
married,  run  from  one  wigwam  to  another  and  take  what  they 
like ;  but  no  violence  is  offered  to  the  women,  all  depending  on 
their  confent.  The  hulband  takes  the  like  liberty,  without 
raifing  any  jealoufy,  or  but  little,  between  them,  nor  is  it  any 
damage  or  lofs  of  reputation  to  them,  fuch  being  the  cuitom  of 
the  couutry.”  Did  ever  any  other  people,  in  this  refpeft,  approach 
nearer  to  the  brutal  part  of  the  creation  ? 
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children.  The  Storgee  in  the  parent  might  be  obferved 
-  towards  their  young.  No  return  was  made  on  the  Dart  nf 
the  child,  but,  afloon  at  it  wa,  capable,  i,  „as  as  ready 
to  refill:  and  oppofe  its  parent  as  any  other  perfon.  * 
Every  nation  or  tribe  had  one  whom  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  the  head  or  chief.  The  fon  fucceeded  to  the 
father.  If  no  fon,  the  Queen  ruled  ;  if  no  Queen,  the 
next  of  kin  of  the  blood  royal  *.  They  gave  the  tide  of 
Sachem  to  the  chief,  and  fometimes  that  of  Sagamore. 
Some  fuppoie  thefe  twot.tles  to  be  indifferently  ufed  others 
that  the  Sagamores  had  a  fmall  territorry  f,  and  perhaps 
were,  in  fome  degree,  dependant  upon  a  Sachem.  There 
were  feveral  Sagamores  in  the  Maffachufets  bay,  Sagamore 
Teorge  at  Saugus  or  Lynn,  John  at  Medford,  Paffacona- 
vvay  at  Merrimack,  his  fon  at  Wechufet,  Shawanon  at  Na¬ 
haway,  and  many  others.  Maffafoiet,  the  chief  of  the  Wom- 

panoag  Indians,  was  always  called  Sachem,  fo  was  Myanti- 
nomo,  cmefofthe  Naraganfets,  and  Saccusofthe  Pequods 
What  power  and  authority  the  Sachems  and  Sagamores 
had  it  is  more  difficult  to  determine  Murder,  and  a  bare 
auempt  upon  the  life  of  their  chief,  are  faid  to  have  been 
capital  offences.  Such  a  malefactor,  being  apprehended 
(an  efcape  to  another  nation  was  not  very  difficult)  the 
Sacnem  called  ,ome  of  his  wifeft  men  together,  and  the 
offender  being  pronounced  guilty,  his  brains  were  beat  out 

*  Wood's  Profped . 

f  “  The  inferior  Sachems  and  fubie&s  rdsn*- 
the  pleafure  of  the  higheft  and  fuprcme  Sachems  -ndTTlf 
conceive  tnat  it  pleafeth  the  MoftHiffi  to  make  oferff  t,1  Tb  i 

of  authority  over  them,  without  which  they  couid  T  T 
m  human  focieties  in  this  wi \A  n  0U ,  n0t  long  fubfifl 

.Tts.sr ,hey 

v&f  h  r':d » a* 

hiiif  ,  p,”,,"  "°/f  Tp.  “  q«i«l?  betook 

ff  trib.tf was  p“/t Tp“  ‘ ffc i-T  “y°‘her' 
Sachem,  complained  to  Mr  Elliot  tharV-im  '  ft  .u'f!,arn°cIulrl>  3 
they  became  chriftians,  were  mo  e  fl.c  n  rh  °  T  fubfas’  aftef 
than  they  were  before.  1  k  m  t,ieir  tnbute  of  corn,  &A. 

^  §  2  wit  h 
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with  a  tomahawk.  Other  punifhments  they  had  not.  We 
Tear  of  no  laws.  Where  they  had  no  idea  of  property. 
But  few  laws  were  necefTary.  They  had  nothing  to  lofe, 
worth  even  any  corporal  punifhment,  much  lefs  the  life  of 
f  fubjefr,  where  they  were  not  over-flocked.  Of  perfonal 
injuries  and  affronts  every  man  was  his  own  avenger  ;  they 
had  no  religion  which  forbad  rendering  evil  for  evil.  Mili¬ 
tary  authority  they  had  none  ;  every  man  fought  and  ran 
away  at  his  pleafure  ;  for  this  reafon,  they  never  could 
ftand  a  body  of  Englifh,  and  their  wars  between  themfelves 


were  extremely  precarious  :  Uncas,  with  an  inferior  num¬ 
ber  of  Mohegins,  and  of  no  repute,  beat  Myantinomo  at 
the  head  of  the  Naraganfets,  who  held  the  Mohegins  in 
contempt.  Their  arms  were  bows  and  arrows,  their  cap¬ 
tains  only  carried  a  fpear.  Their  bow  firings  were  made  of 
Moofe  finews.  Their  arrows  were  pointed  with  a  fmall  flat 
ftone,  of  a  triangular  form,  the  bafis  of  which  they  fattened 
with  a  leathern  firing  into  a  cleft  made  in  the  end  of  a 
young  flick  ot  elder  wood  ;  and,  Ample  as  they  were,  they 
did  execution  upon  naked  bodies.  Many  of  thefe  Hones, 
or  heads  of  arrows,  are  found,  to  this  day,  in  the  earth,  in 
places  where  the  Indians  ufed  to  refort.  After  the  arrival  of 
the  Englifh,  they  made  the  heads  of  their  arrows  of  brafs, 
fattened  them  to  a  fmall  flick  6  or  8  inches  long*  formed 
to  fix  into  the  end  of  the  pithy  elder,  which  they  bound 
round  to  ftrengthen  it.  They  feldom  miffed  their  mark, 
when  they  aimed  at  a  beaft  or  bird,  running  or  flying.  In 
their  wars  they  are  laid  to  have  always  engaged  in  a  loofe 
diforderly  manner,  and  as  foon  as  their  artillery  was  fpenr, 
to  have  taken  to  their  heels.  The  Mohawks  lecured  their 
bodies  againft  the  arrows  of  other  Indians  by  a  covering  of 
feahorfe  fkins.  Their  principal  weapon  was  the  toma¬ 
hawk,  a  club  two  or  three  feet  long,  with  a  knob  at  the 
end  ;  fince  they  knew  the  ufe  of  iron,  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  fharp  pointed  hatchet  oppofite  to  the  knob. 
Roger  Williams  fays  it  was  their  conflant  practice  to  ftrike 
off  the  heads  of  their  dead  enemies,  at  which  they  were 
very  expert. 
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They  were  remarkable  for  firm  well  compacted  bod  ies, 
ftrong  and  a&ive,  capable  of  enduring  the  greateft  hard- 
fliips  and  fatigues,  regardlels  of  cold,  whilft  travelling  in 
the  feverity  of  winter*.  Having  made  holes  in  the  ice, 
they  would  fit  round  them,  upon  their  naked  bottoms, 
catching  pickrel,  breams,  pearch,  and  other  frefhwater  fifn. 
Afmall  pouch  of  parched  corn,  ground  or  rather  pounded 
into  meal,  and  called  Nuichicke,  which  is  well  enough 
tranflated  Nocake  f,  would  fupport  them  feveral  days  in 
their  travelling,  when  they  could  get  no  other  provifions; 
and  fometimes  they  were  deftitute  even  of  this ;  but  after 
abftinence  they  never  failed  of  a  proportionable  indulgence, 
the  firft  opportunity  they  had  for  it,  and  would  make  up 
atone  meal  for  all  they  had  miffed.  Their  cloathing  was 
cf  the  (kins  of  wild  beads ;  after  the  Englifh  came,  they 
began  to  ufe  woollen,  and  in  a  few  years  wholly  laid  afide 
fkins.  One  of  their  old  garments  of  fkins  would  pur- 
chafe  a  new  one  of  woollen,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ftrong 
water  or  lack  into  the  bargain.  The  men  threw  a  light 
mantle  or  covering  over  them,  and  although  they  wore  a 
fmall  flap,  called  Indian  breeches,  yet  they  were  not  over 
nice  in  concealing  their  nudities  T he  women  were  more 

*  “  They  were  at  a  lofs  what  could  induce  the  Englifh  to  leave 
England  and  come  to  America.  The  mod:  probable  ccnje&ure 
they  could  make  was,  that  the  Englifh  wanted  fewel  at  home  and 
came  over  for  the  fake  of  the  wood.  When  they  had  burnt  up 
the  wood  near  the  fettlements,  they  removed  to  a  new  place  for 
the  fake  of  firing.”  R.  Williams .  The  fame  author  fays,  that 
he  has  known  them  run  between  eighty  and  an  hundred  miles 
in  a  fummer’s  day  and  back  again  within  two  days.  “  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Formofa  have  been  feen  to  out-run  horfes  in  their  full 
fpeed.  The  Chinefe  alledge,  as  the  caufe  of  their  fwiftnefs,  that, 
till  the  age  of  14  or  15,  their  knees  and  loins  are  bound  exceed¬ 
ing  tight.”  DuHalde.  The  Americans  are  bound  in  this  manner 
the  firft  year  or  two  only. 

f  The  Indian  corn  boiled,  after  being  a  little  broken,  they  called 
Nafaump.  The  Englifh  call  it  Samp.  Boiled  with  clams  it 
makes  a  favory  difh. 

X  Champlain  fays,  the  men  in  Canada  generally  threw  afide  all 
covering  in  the  fummer,  and  that  the  women  and  girls  were  no 
more  moved  at  feeing  them  in  thatfafhion  than  if  they  had  nothing 
ftrange.  p.  273. 

Gg  3  modeft, 


4^6  THE  HISTORY  OF 

modeft,  ana  wore  a  coat  of  cloth  or  (kins,  wrapt  like  a 
blanket,  about  their  loins,  and  reaching  down  to  their 
hams,  which  they  never  put  off  in  company,  and  if  the 
hufband  had  a  mind  to  fell  the  wife's  beaver  petticoat,  he 
mu  i  t  have  provided  another  of  fome  other  fort,  before  he 
couid  prevail  with  her  to  part  with  it.  ,  In  winter,  the  old 
men  fometimes  wore  a  fort  of  troubles  of  fkins,  faftened 
under  their  girdles  with  buttons.  Their  fhoes  without 
heels,  which  they  called  Mockaffins*,  were  cut  out  of  a 
moofe’s  hide.  Their  ornaments  were  pendants  in  their 
ears,  carved  of  bone,  (hells  and  (tone,  in  the  form  of  birds, 
beafls  or  fifties  ;  belts  or  wampompeag  upon  their  arms 
and  hanging  down  over  their  fhoulders.  Their  hair  was 
cut  into  various  forms  and  (luck  with  feathers.  Upon  their 
cheeks,  and  in  many  parts  or  their  bodies,  fome  of  them, 
by  incifions,  into  which  diey  conveyed  a  black  unchange¬ 
able  ink,  made  the  figures  ot  bears,  deer,  moofe,  wolves, 
eagles,  hawks,  &c.  which  were  indelible,  and  generally 
Jailed  as  long  as  they  lived  ft. 

Their  food,  in  winter,  was  birds  and  beads  of  all  forts, 
fifn  from  the  ponds,  and  fhell-fifh.  In  fummer,  they  had 
fifh  from  the  fea,  but  no  way  to  fave  that  or  their  meat 
from  putrefaction  ;  berries  of  all  forts,  green  corn,  beans  ft, 
and  (quafhes.  They  boiled  their  victuals  in  earthen  pots; 
their  fpits  were  flicks  faftened  in  the  ground,  cleft  a-top, 
where  they  fixed  their  meat,  and  placed  them  round  a  fire, 
until  they  had  lufnciently  toafted  it.  The  earth  was  their 
table  ;  trenchers,  napkins,  or  knives,  they  knew  not  the  ufe 
of.  Salt  they  had  none,  nor  bread  §.  Indian  corn  boiled 
was  tiie  nearetl  akin  to  bread.  They  had  no  let  meals,  eat 

*  The  V  irginians  had  the  fame  name  for  fhoes. 

t  Since  they  Have  been  furnifhed  with  paints  from  Europe,  they 
daub  their  faces  with  vermilion,  and  fometimes  with  blue,  green, 
and  other  colours. 

X  Beans,  called  in  Europe  French  beans,  are,  undoubtedly,  na¬ 
tural  to  the  country,  as  much  as  Indian  corn.  In  Canada  the 
French  , called  them  beans  of  Brazil,  when  they  firft  found  them 

among!!  the  natives. 

^  The  Indians  of  Canada  mixed  up  their  Indian  meal  and  water 
into  a  cake,  which  they  dried  by  the  fire.  Champ . 

when 
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when  they  were  hungry  as  long  as  victuals  lafted,  and  be¬ 
ing  improvident,  not  caring  for  the  morrow,  they  and 
their  families  would  fometimes  keep  a  faft  of  two  or  three 
days  together.  Water  was  their  only  drink  *.  Their 
houfhold  furniture  was  very  Ifnalh  A  fkin  or  mat  was 
their  bed  •,  they  never  ufed  a  chair  or  (tool,  always  fitting 
on  the  ground  “f.  A  tew  earthen  and  wooden  veflels  an- 
fwered  all  the  purpofes  of  a  family.  As  they  had  no 
metals  of  any  kind,  what  few  tools  they  had  were  of  ftone. 
their  hatchet  and  chizzel  are  kept  as  curiofities;  the  former 
fomewhat  in  fhape  like  an  iron  hatchet,  laving  that,  inftead 
of  an  eye  for  the  handle,  it  had  a  neck,  where  they  fatten¬ 
ed  a  withe  J.  Their  arts  ant? manufactures  lay  in  a  very 
narrow  compafs.  Their  fkins  they  dreffed  by  (craping  and 
rubbing,  and  fometimes  ftained  or  coloured  them  with  odd 
fort  of  embroideries.  They  had  a  fort  of  cordage  or 
lines,  from  the  wild  Indian  hemp,  with  which  they  made 
nets  30  or  40  feet  long,  for  taking  Sturgeon.  They  had 
two  forts  of  canoos,  one  of  pine  or  chefnut  trees,  which 
they  burned  hollow,  and  then  fcraped  the  infide  with  clam 
fhells  and  oyfter  (hells,*  and  hewed  the  outfide  with  ftone 
hatchets.  Thofe  were  generally  two  feet  wide,  and  about 
20  feet  long  ;  the  other  fort  were  made  of  the  bark  or  rind 
of  the  birch  tree,  with  knees  or  ribs,  and  though  eafily 

*  Tobacco  was  in  general  ufe.  This  refrefhed  their  fpirits. 

f  At  this  day,  when  hundreds  of  them  are  at  a  conference  with 
any  of  the  Englifh  governments,  they  all  fit  upon  the  ground,  with 
their  elbows  upon  their  knees. 

X  Roger  Williams  fays  he  knew  an  oldfquaw,  many  years  after  all 
the  reft  of  the  Indians  ufed  iron  hoes  for  their  corn,  who  was  fuper- 
ititioully  attached  to  the  clam  fheil  and  would  never  ufe  an  Englifh 
hoe,  though  three  times  more  work  might  have  been  done  with  it 
in  the  fame  time. 

“  The  Samogitians  are  fo  given  to  fuperftition,  that  whereas  it 
was  the  old  cuftom  of  that  country  to  till  the  ground  with  wooden 
ploughs  and  coulters,  and  that  the  governor  of  one  of  their  pro¬ 
vinces  brought  them  the  ufe  of  iron  plough  (hares  for  the  eafe  of 
the  labourer,  and  that  fome  years  after,  by  an  unufual  diftemper  of 
the  air,  they  had  a  dear  year  or  two,  they  threw  away  their  iron 
plough  (hares  and  fell  to  the  old  wooden  ones  again,  attributing  a 
kind  of  Divinity  to  the  one  and  unluckinefs  unto  the  other. s>  How  el. 

G  g  4  broken. 
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again?  t'Kam'^So  ^  ^i’V^  Were  d8ht  and  fecure 

moftin^niwJrfanv  Tnn?*™  TL"^’  and  the 

th°  f.  ,  any  Part  °r  the>r  naanufaftures  *. 

idea  of  the  o.nf  r 3k  m°ftiavorably>  S™  but  an  indifferent 
of  them  K  ,  -  °f  tne!rminds’  Mr.  Wilfon  fpeaks 
contemnfiWUC  V/Itn  ^mpaftion,  as  the  moil  fordid  and 
»  ptibie  part  of  the  human  fpecies.  Mr  Hooker 

of  thn  ^  arepth“VeFieft  ruins  of  mankind  upon  the  face 
b  Cart^  Pcrbl!Ps’  the  Indians  about  the  Mafiachufets 

t7  r  T  °f  ]?wcft  0f  the  American  nations 
J  e  h"ar  n°th,lnS  of  thac  formality  and  order  in  their  coun¬ 
ts,  but  little  of  thofc  allegories  and  figures  in  33r 
Ipeeches  and  harangues,  which  the  French  obferved  amone 
the  Iroquois  and  other  nations,  at  the  beginning  of  their 
acquaintance  with  them.  Indeed,  in  thdr  difcSurfes  to- 
gether  upon  any  matter  which  they  deemed  important, 
they  feldom  ufed  any  fliort  colloquiums,  but  each  fpake 
ois  mind  at  iarge  without  interruption,  the  reft  of  the 
company  giving  attention,  and  when  he  had  finiihed  fome 
other  gave  as  large  an  anfwer.  They  ihewed  courtefy  to 
he  Engiifh  at  their  firft  arrival,  were  hofpitable,  and  made 
ucn  ascoulo  eat  their  food  welcome  to  it,  and  readily  in- 
itruc.ed  them  in  planting  and  cultivating  the  Indian  corn, 
and  fome  of  the  Englilh  who  loft  themfelves  in  the  woods 
and  muft  otherwife  have  periflied  by  famine,  they  relieved 
and  conduced  home.  Their  manner  was  to  come  into  the 
JhngJiin  houfts  without  knocking,  and  to  fit  down  without 
ceremony.  R.  Williams  compared  the  Quakers  to  them. 

1  here  was  no  trading  with  them  but  for  ready  pay  He 
that  trufted  them  loft  his  debt  and  his  cuftomer. 


■  1  ]l£ffc  f®en  a  natlve  go  into  the  woods  with  his  hatchet, 
caripng  only  a  bafeet  of  com  with  him,  and  ftones  to  ftrike  fire. 
\\  iien  he  had  felled  his  tree  (being  a  chefnut)  he  made  him  a  little 
houfe  or  fhed  of  the  bark  of  it,  he  puts  fire  and  follows  the  burn¬ 
ing  it  with  fire  in  many  places,  his  corn  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
brook  by  him,  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  filh  ;  but  fo  he 
continues  burning  and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  within  ten  or 
twelve  days  (lying  there  at  his  work  alone)  finiihed  his  boat  ” 
R.  William. 

The 
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The  principle  or  perfuafion  that  all  things  ought  to 
be  in  common*  might  caufe  hofpitality,  where  the  like 
was  expe&ed  in  return,  without  any  great  degree  of  virtue. 

Some  appearances  there  were  of  companion,  gratitude,  and 
friendfhip,  and  of  grief  at  the  death  or  diftrefs  of  their 
children  or  near  relations.  Some  degree  of  thefe  focial 
affe&ions  is  infeparable  from  human  nature.  Vices  they 
had  many.  They  were  falfe,  malicious,  and  revengeful. 

The  leaft  injury  caufed  in  them  a  deadly  hatred,  which 
could  never  be  allayed.  They  were  infinitely  cruel  to 
their  enemies,  cutting  and  mangling  their  bodies,  and  then 
broiling  them  alive  upon  hot  embers,  and  inflicting  the 
moft  exquifite  torments  they  could  invent.  They  were 
not  known  to  feed  upon  the  flefh  of  their  enemies  after 
the  Englifh  came  among  them  -j*.  The  men  were  lazy  and 
idle,  never  employing  themfeives  about  any  other  bufinefs 
than  what  was  of  ablolute  necedity  for  their  fupport,  and 
fuch  as  the  women  were  not  capable  of.  More  dirty,  foul, 
and  fordid  than  fwine,  being  never  fo  clean  and  fweet  as 
when  they  were  well  grealed  j.  Drunkards  they  were 
not,  but  the  only  reafon  was  they  had  nothing  that  would 

*  An  Indian  gift  is  a  proverbial  expreffion,  Signifying  a  prefent 
for  which  an  equivalent  return  is  expected. 

■f*  Champlain  fays  the  Algonquins  took  the  heart  of  one  of  their 
enemies  killed  in  battle,  cut  it  into  pieces,  and  gave  it  to  his  bro¬ 
ther  and  feveral  other  prifoners  to  eat,  who  took  it  into  their  mouths, 
but  would  not  fw allow  it. 

A  journal  of  a  French  officer  in  Canada,  which  was  taken  on 
board  a.  fmall  veftel  in  the  Weft  Indies,  gives  an  account  of  a  feaft 
made  by  fome  of  the  Indians  who  were  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  at  which  they  facriftced  fome  of  the  Englifli  prifoners, 
boiled  their  flefh,  and  forced  the  other  prifoners  to  eat  it. 

X  I  have  feen  a  great  half-naked  Indian  fitting  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  governors  and  commiftioners  of  feveral  of  the  colonies,  in 
the  midft  of  a  conference,  picking  lice  from  his  body  for  half  an 
hour  together,  and  cracking  them  between  his  teeth.— -One  of  the 
laws  our  Indians  made,  upon  their  firft  pretences  to  civility,  laid  a 
fmall  penalty  upon  fuch  as  cracked  lice  with  their  teeth.  The  Hot¬ 
tentots  had  the  fame  tafte.  “  They  plead  in  excufe  the  law  of  re¬ 
taliation,  and  urge  that  it  is  no  Ihame  to  eat  thofe  that  would  eat 
them.”  Kolbens  voja «  Cfc.  / 
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r  ?  !e.,them-  A,Toon  as  they  had  a  tafte  of  the  Englilh 
ac  c  and  ftrong  waters,  they  were  bewitched  with  them, 
and  by  this  means  more  have  been  deftroyed  than  have 

r  by  chc  lword;  1  he  Engli/h  women  had  nothing  to 
ear,  as  to  any  attempt  upon  their  honor.  The  Lme  obfer- 

yation  is  made  of  the  Canada  Indians,  with  rcfpc6t  to  the 
French  women.  La  Homan,  a  F.etR'h  author,  who  has 
glyen  a  d.ffcrent  account,  .s  charged  with  a  fondnefs  for 
cmbelliitTing  his  memoirs,  and  being  very  credulous. 
J  hey  had  their  choice  among  their  own  women.  We 
have  but  little  reafon  to  wonder  that  fo  few  Englifhmen 
incline  co  cohabit  with  Indian  women.  ° 

.  ^ad  (ome  !Ports  and  games  with  which  they  fome- 

t.mes  diverted  themfelves.  Football  was  the  chief,  and 
who.e  cantons  would  engage  one  againfl  another.  Their 
goals  were  upon  the  hard  fands,  as  even  and  firm  as  a 
board,  and  a  mile  or  mere  in  length,  their  ball  not  much 

larger  than  a  hand-ball,  which  they  would  mount  in  the 

air  with  their  naked  feet,  and  fometimes  would  be  two  days 
together  before  either  fide  got  a  goal.  They  had  two  prin¬ 
cipal  games  of  chance,  one  they  called  puim,this  was  much 
the  fame  with  a  game  Charlevoix  mentions  amono-  theMia- 
mis,  which  he  calls  jeu  des  pailles,  or  the  game°of  ftraws. 
J  hey  took  a  number  of  packets  of  fmall  flicks  or  ftraws 
unequal  in  number,  but  near  of  a  fize,  and  fhuffling  them 
together,  he,  to  whofe  lot  the  higheft  number  fell,  was  the 
|orwarc!eft  in  the  game.  Another  game  they  called  hub¬ 
bub,  the  fame  the  French  called  jeu  de  plat,  the  game  of 
tne  cnln  among  the  Huron  .  They  took  five  fmall  pieces 
oi  bone,  flatter  than  a  die  and  longer,  black  on  the  one  fide 
and  white  on  the  other,  thefe  they  put  into  a  fmall  wooden 
tray  or  platter,  and  giving  it  a  ftroke  on  the  ground  the 
bones  all  flew  into  the  air,  and  the  gamefters  whifk  their 
Lands  to  and  fro  among  the  bones,  and  then  finite  them- 
idves  on  the  breaft  and  thighs,  crying  out,  hub,  hub,  hub, 
fo  a.,  to  be  heard  at  a  gieat  diftance.  According  as  the 
bones  happened  to  be  more  or  lefs  of  one  colour^  fo  they 
won  or  loft.  Whilft  any  one  continued  to  win  he  held 

~  the 


the  trny,  and  upon  his  lofing,  gave  it  to  the  nexL  Tne 
Negroes  in  Guinea  have  a  game  of  the  lame  lorr,  which 
they  call  paw-paw.  Shooting  at  marks  was  a  diverfion  for 
their  children,  as  foon  as  they  werecapahteoi  drawingabow. 
Swimming,  runnings  and  wreftling  they  were,  aseariy,  ac- 
cuftomed  to.  Their  hunting  and  hilling,  being  all  they 
did,  which  could  be  called  labor,  for  then  maintenance  or 
fup port,  ferved  alio  as  diverfions.  Deer,  Mooie,  and  Lears 
were  their  chief  objects ;  Wolves,  Wild  Cats,  Raccoons, 
Otters,  Mufquafhes,  and  even  Bevers,  were  not  much  re¬ 
garded,  until  the  Englifh,  from  the  value  they  let  upon 
their  (kins  or  furs,  encouraged  the  purfuit  of  them.  Be- 
fides  their  bows,  they  had  other  devices  to  take  their  game, 
fometimes  by  double  hedges  a  mile  or  two  in  length,  and 
a  mile  wide  at  one  end,  and  made  nai row,  by  degrees,  un¬ 
til  they  came  to  a  gap  of  about  fix  feet,  agamit  which 
they  lay  hid  to  fhooc  "the  Deer,  as  they  came  through  in 
the  day-time,  and,  at  night,  they  fen  Deer-naps,  being 
{prints  made  of  young  trees.  I  hey  had  theii  naps  alfo 
for  Bevers  and  Otters.  Their  ordinary  fifhing  was  with 
hooks  and  lines.  They  made  their  hooks  of  bones,  their 
lines  of  wild  hemp,  ftronger  and  neater  than  the  Englifh 
lines*  They  had  a  way  of  taking  Sturgeon  by  lighting 
a  torch  made  of  birch  bark,  which  waving  to  and  fro  by 
the  fide  of  their  canoe,  would  delight  the  Sturgeon,  and 
caufe  them  to  come  tumbling  and  playing,  throwing  up 
their  white  bellies,  into  which  the  Indians  (truck  their 
fpears  or  darts  f.  The  Sturgeons  backs  were  impenetrable. 
They  had  grand  fifhings  at  the  feveral  falls  of  the  rivers, 
at  moft  of  which  a  canton  or  company  of  Indians  had  tlieir 
chief  refidence,  and  at  fixed  feafons  the  fever*!  neighbour¬ 
ing  cantons  met  by  turns,  partly  for  recreation,  and  partly 

*  Doup-las  fays  they  had  no  threads  of  flax,  hemp  or  any  other 
herbs,  but  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the  MafTachufet  Indians 
affert  the  contrary,  and  Champlain  fays  that  it  was  part  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the"  Indian  women  of  Canada  to  twifi:  the  wild  hemp 

and  make  it  into  nets  for  fifhing.  •  # 

-jL  The  natives  of  the  Canary  iilands  happened  to  hit  upon  tnc  lame 

way  of  taking  ft  fin, 


to 
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all  tha^camp  Vl,'°n  ^7  ^  yC3,r'  DurinS  thefe  meetings, 
and  Jhnfr  wl^  7  h°me’  a'ld  had  al)  thin§s  in  common, 
the  I, lie  ki„d lieft  “‘Cr“nKl  "dShb°urs  “pe&d 

Religion  they  had  as  little  as  can  weli  be  imagined 

^Vrr  the{  h3d  °f  a  fU-tUre  A  Mahometan 

paradife  where  they  were  to  folace  themfelves  in  fruit¬ 
ful  corn-fields  and  fine  fiowery  meads,  with  pleafant  ri¬ 
vers  to  bathe  in;  curious  wigwams,  provided  for  them 
without  any  labor  of  their  own;  hunting,  fowling,  and  fifh- 
ing  witnout  any  weanneis  or  pains  to  moldt  them  ;  but  at 

he  door  ™as  a  darling  animal,  who  denied  a  peaceful  en¬ 
hance  to  ail  unworthy  of  it  *.  This  caufed  them  to  bury 
the  bows  and  arrows  of  the  deceafed  with  their  bodies  to 
affught  or  repel  Cerberus,  and  good  fiore  of  wampompa- 
to  purchale  fome  peculiar  favors  or  privileges  +.  Their 
enemies,  and  others  unworthy  the  joys  of  elyzium,  they 
configned  to  an  eternal  habitation  and  place  of  torment7 
However  warm  fome  of  their  imaginations  might  be,  it  is 
agreed  that  in  general  no  people  had  greater  fears  of  death 
dTcovered  by  the  diftrefs  and  defpair  of  the  dyin^  perfon 
and  the  fighs  and  groans  of  the  furviving  parents  or  near 
friends,  who  mourned  without  hope.  Idolatry  |  there  were 

*  Wood’s  profpedt:. 

wptf T,ley  iuPPofebl  the  f°u!s  of  all  great  and  good  men  and  women 
went  away  to  Lie  iouth- weft.  A  fouth-weft  wind  ordinarily  makes 
fair  pleafant  weather.  In  the  fpring  and  fummer  near  he  fea  in 

teS  U  fre?ent,y  f“CCeeds  a  raw  W  the  fouth  to  the 

Shln'celhiJtarfnf 031  f  **  f0ren00;l-  In  the  -untry from 

chafe  to  r efde R  VT  “t!  COncludedthe  divinity  would 
t»e  firft -th  the  .counts 

“  Thi^  fpring  time  frTyelr 'Tfr-V  b'^  /oll°winS  ftoi7- 
tucket,  and  fpending  a  fabbath  among  them,  Sr7wa7a  7oman 

he^necTlTm 7^^  1  (maUf  fright  brafi  image  of  a  man  about 
.  ...  neck,  hanging  by  a  ftnng  fattened  about  the  neck  of  the  imave 
Ioblervedit,  but  thought  little  of  it ,  afterwards  when  I  thS 

rLv  7  Sre,  avjay’  ,Iily.horfe  had  run  and  gone  homeward, Sas 
they  found  by  his  footing,  whereupon  I  fent  fome  after  my 

horfe,  and  purpoied  to  have  gone  on  foot  after  til!  they  met  me 

wit.i  my  hone.  Many  being  gathered  together  to  take  leave 


473 


M 


AS 


SACH 


USETS-BAY. 


I 


no  figns  of  among  them.  They  acknowledged  a  God, 
whom  they  mentioned  by  the  word  Ketan;  he  gave  them 
rain  in  time  of  drought,  and  fair  weather  after  great  rains. 
Upon  him  they  had  their  firft  dependence  for  recovery 
from  ficknefs,  but  if  he  failed  them  they  applied  to  their 

powows,  which,  it  is  moft  likely,  brought  upon  them  the 

charge 


of  me,  amon^  the  reft  there  was  that  woman  wits,  an  image  aoout 
her  neck  ;  I  afked  her  why  fhe  wore  it  there,  fhe  roundly  and 
readily  anfwered  me,  I  pray  unto  it.  Why,  lavs  I,  do  you  account 
that  to  be  your  God  ?  She  as  reauiiy  aniwered  me  yes.  At  which 
X  marvelled,  having  never  feen  tne  like  befoie  at  any  place  I  ever 
came  to.  I  therefore  declared  to  her  and  to  the  company  about 
us  the  greatnefs  Gf  the  fin  of  idolatry.  I  urged  th.e  lecond  com¬ 
mandment.  I  fhewed  how  much  idols  fhould  be  demolifhed.  f 
defired  her  to  gave  it  to  me  that  I  might  demob Ih  it,  but  fhe  re~ 
fufed.  I  offered  her  half  a  crown  for 'it,  but  fhe  was  not  willing. 
Perceiving  it  was  tied  with  a  riding  knot,  I  flipped  the  knot  and 
flipped  off  the  image  ;  then  fhe  f welled  with  anger  and  cried. 

I  prefently  gave  her  half  a  crown,  which  fhe  took  but  was  not  pa¬ 
cified.  1  toTd  the  company,  the  firft  pond  I  came  to  I  would  caft 
it  in.  When  I  departed,  the  woman  girt  up  her  loins  and  ran  after 
me  ;  when  I  perceived  it,  I  afk.ed  her  whither  fhe  went,  fhe  an¬ 
fwered,  whither  I  went,  and  fhe  would  not  leave  me  lo  long  as  I 
had  her  God  about  me.  It  began  to  rain,  which  was  fome  dif- 
-couragement  to  my  going  forward  ;  then  I  coniidered,  that  this 
act  of  mine,  in  taking  away  and  aboliihing  the  idol,  was  neither  fo 
proper  nor  fo  valid  as  it  would  be  if  the  rulers  and  iachems  fhould 
do  it, — I  refolved  to  return,  and  did  fo  and  the  woman  after  me.  \ 
When  I  came  to  the  wigwam,  there  being  four  iachems  prefent 
which  prayed  to  God,  I.  defired  them  all  to  come  together.  Being 
come,  I  told  them  that  feeing  the  rain  had  driven  me  back,  God 
would  not  have  me  yet  to  go,  but  foraewhat  elfe  is  to  be  done 
about  this  idol  and  the  fin  of  idolatry,  and  becaule  the  woman 
is  not  content  with  what  I  have  done  X  do  commit  the  matter  and 
the  idol  unto  you  to  judge.  So  I  laid  it  upon  the  ground  before 
them  where  they  fat,  and  went  to  confer  with  the  company. 
When  they  had  fat  about  half  an  hour  in  confultation,  they  de¬ 
fired  the  company  to  come  before  them,  which  they  did.  They 
faidAhey  had  agreed  upon  their  judgments,  ift,  That  the  aft  in 
taking  away  the  idol  was  well  done,  adly,  That  one  man  fhould 
be  appointed  to  demolifh  the  idol,  and  three  others  for  witneffes 
that  it  was  done,  sdly,  They  adjudged  the  idolatrefs  to  be  a  great 
finner,  yet  as  it  was  the  firft  time,  and  fhe  had  done  it  ignorantly, 
therefore  they  would  fpare  her,  yet  they  did  all  one  after  another 
reprove  her  very  folemnly.  After  execution  was  done  upon  the 

idol, 
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EnaHfh  rill  '?r/hiPping  Devil.  The  powows  the 

thel  t  r  n  "?  '  ie'r  P/ieftS-  We  have  ma^  ^le  (lories  ol 
•  Inter<-Ourfe  they  had  with  the  Devil.  Their  craft  wa< 

IhelrT  r°m  thC  Pre.achcrs  of  the  gtfpel,  who  condemned 
their  cheats  and  juggles  as  diabolical,  and  they  were  ereat 

death  andY^  a'ld  t,ireatned  the  new  converts  with 

r,  d  def‘ru<  tion,  and  many  were  fo  intimidated  that 

*hpedwrmwepi'^'d  to  ^  far™a“‘i « £ 

Merrimack  river,  was  the  moft  celebrated  powow  in  dJ 

th0arnhry'  M  ?ad£  the  Indians  belleve  ftrange  things - 
that  he  could  make  water  burn,  rocks  move  and  trees  dan°ce’ 

te"  h? could°raif0le  T  3  flaminS  ma»  5  that  in  win! 

ter  he  could  raife  a  green  leaf  out  of  the  afhes  of  a  dry  one 

and  produce  a  living  fnake  from  the  (kin  of  a  dead  one f."  ’ 

idol,  one  declared  that  he  underftood  there  were  feme  more  Mot. 

hore-0]foaV,"0t'rhOUfeS-  '?****  ^efachem  Hendf 

r  u  .  ,  /  he  ffficer  or  conftable  went  well  guarded  and  „  ° 

ipread  toU?he  A  ,'rlSIu  bl',aPs  lm?Se  or  feraphim  with’ his  wings 
iprcaa,  «.o  the  iachems,  wno  prefentlv  nn/Tbrl  r  •  ,  & 

my  “  • t  n  4 CtSfeSs’ 

idil  K  h°'vlt,fi?ouIti  come  to  pafs  that  there  ihould  be  f-ch 

it  Z  rC’  a’Vd  “  n°  Place  ^  that  I  had  heard  of  At 

dered  thts  realon.  That  being  the  moft  northerly  place  that  f 
c  bit  to,  feme  of  tnofe  Indians  have  commerce  with  die  Indians 

viaomartty  P  mTe  n°“herly’  -ho  have  commerce  with  thofe 

thin^the  i  1  ienChr  tea,"h  t0  pray  t0  fuch  idols>  therefore  they 
n  o  '  i  and  ldolatry  come  from  them.  ‘  ' 

I  he  Oqut  of  the  Algonquins,  or  French  Indians,  was  the  fame  with 

the  powow  of  the  Engliih  Indians.  Champlain  fays  that  "w 

caufed  it  to  be  fuppofed  they  intended  the  Devil,  was  that  when 

they  faw  a  man  do  any  thing  extraordinary,  or  haTe  any  extra 

ordinary  qualities,  as  a  brave  warrior,  or  a  furious  fellow  to Z 

degree  of  madnefs,  they  called  him  bqui!  That £ "f  thefe 

XtUUrnedeevTntsk  *°Unded and *  ^ 

s  li  ^  y fick  to. caufe  ^ 

many  ceremonies  in  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  cure.  Sometimes the  phT 
f, cian  acquired  reputation  by  the  fudden  reftoration  of  the  atfent' 
but  if  they  were  very  ,1  the  horrid  noife  and  difturbance  thfoqui 
made^  was  much  more  likely  to  kill  than  cure.  ^ 

t  i  hey  had  a  tradition  that  a  crow  brought  the  firft  grain  of  In- 
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When-  the  powow  was  fent  for  in  any  malady,  after 
a  hideous  bellowing  and  groaning,  he  made  a  flop,  and  all 
the  auditors  with  one  voice  uttered  a  fhort  note,  and  then 
the  powow  renewed  his  roaring,  fruiting  his  naked  bread 
and  thighs,  and  jumping  about  until  he  foamed  at  the 
mouth.  The  patients  were  frequently  cured  of  imagi¬ 
nary  didempers,  by  thefe  ridiculous  pranks,  and  fuch  in¬ 
dances  of  recovery  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  fo  far  as  to  make  them  to  fuppofe  the  powows  could 
heal  them  and  poifon  them  when  they  pleafed.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  the  eafied,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  had 
enough  of  the  Devil  in  them  to  do  it,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  fraud  and  raile  their  characters.  Thefe  poor  deluded 
creatures  were  foon  convinced  that  the  Englifh  medicines 
had  a  healing  virtue  beyond  all  the  charms  of  the  powows 
There  is  a  noted  inftance  of  Mr.  Window,  the  governor 
of  Flimouth,  his  reviving  old  MaiTafoiet,  by  the  help  of  a 
dofe  of  Mithridate,  when  given  over  by  his  own  phyficians. 
Mr.  Mayhew  vifuing  the  fon  of  Towanquattick,  a  Saga¬ 
more  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
whom  the  powows  pronounced  a  dead  man,  let  him  blood, 
and  he  foon  recovered^*.  Many  of  the  powows  became 
converts  to  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew;  among  the  reft, 
PafFaconnaway,  the  Sagamore  already  mentioned.  Some  of 
the  converts  gave  this  account,  that  when  any  of  the 
“  Indians  fellinto  a  ftrange  dream,  wherein  Chepian  ap- 

dlan  corn,  and  although  this  bird  often  robbed  their  fields,  not  one 
Indian  in  an  hundred  would  kill  them.  R .  Williams . 

*  “  I  find,  by  God’s  blefhng  on  fame  means  ufed  in  phyfick  and 
chirurgery,  they  are  already  convinced  of  the  folly  of  powowing, 
and  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  give  it  over,  as  a  finful  and  diabolical 
practice.”  Mr.  Eliott's  letter,  Nov.  12,  >.648. 

f  Their  fweatings  in  their  hot  houfes  was  a  more  rational  remedy 
than  the  powowing.  By  thefe  they  are  faid  to  have  eafily  got  rid 
of  the  French  difeafe.  1  he  Six  Nations  make  ufe  of  a  olant,  whief* 
they  pretend  is  a  fpecific  for  that  diftemper,  but  make  a  fccret  of  it. 
I  will  mention  an  inftance  of  their  fnvacitv.  Obferviny  that  the 
mufquafh  fed  freely  upon  the  hemlock  without  hurt,  they  took 
out  the  ftornach  of  the  animal,  dried  and  pulverized  it,  and  gave 
it  to  their  children  who  had  eaten  of  the  plant,  and  found  it  to  be 
an  antidote  for  the  poifon. 
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Keolrim  f-  3  feTnt’  the  next  day  theY  ^!1 

of  the  Tni  7  f  7  for  tW0  days  after,  the  reft 

about  rSnS  danCC  a,n(JreJ°'ce  for  what  they  tell  them 
about  this  ferpent  and  fo  they  become  their  powows  ” 

Being  afked  what  thefe  powows  do,  and  wha^ufe  they 

‘"the  fickybv  e  ’  r“-  theT/ri7Cipal  emPloyment  was  to  cure 
the  lick,  by  certain  odd  geftures  and  beating  themielves 

a"d  then  they  (hall  pull  out  the  ficknefs  by  applying  heft 

hands  to  the  fick  perfon,  and  fo  blow  it  away  ”  °  Th  , 

account  was  given  to  Mr.  Eliot,  who  made  this  inference 

fo  that  their  powows  are  great  witches,  having  fellowfhin 

with  the  old  Serpent,  to  whom  they  pray,  and  by  whole 

•  mf ns  they  hea  fick  Perfons,**  &c.  Some  of  them  were 
jugglers,  and  without  arriving  to  any  great  degree  of  per 

nf^r.  hi1"7!  nnighC  ra,fc  the  admiratl°"  of  the  generality 
their  bmckifta  countrymen.  However,  the  contempo¬ 
raries  of  the  aboriginals  all  fay,  that,  befides  the  Ketanfor 
eir  good  fpirit,  they  had  fome  notion  of  an  evil  fpftft 

cfC*h  1Slo7STfMf  C7pian’  buC  g^erally  Abamo! 
cho  lord  of  thofe  infernal  regions  to  which  they  con- 

lgned  their  enemies.  Mr.  May  hew,  in  a  letter  dated  in 

i  50,  relates  a  converfation  between  Hiacoomes  a  chriftian 

Indian,  and  Myoxco,  a  chief  man  of  a  place  at  the  Vine 

yard.  Myoxco  demanded  how  many  Gods  +  the  Englifh 

.1  n  1  he  ,Indians  who  ha£l  never  feen  anv  man  blacker  than 
themfelves,  happened  to  fpy  a  Negro  a  top  of  a  tree  who  had  loll 
his  way,  ran  to  the  next  plantation,  to  inform  the  EngMt  tha 

him  down  fe£ThbFm0r7°’  3nd  t0  intrCat  th«r  affiltance  to  conjure 

H™,d  t  went  out  and  found  the  poor  wandering 

black  and  conduftca  him  to  his  mailer.”  Wood.  ^ 

Query  Whether  it  was  not  as  natural  for  them' to  have  taken  the 

f‘  1  whue  man  they  law  for  Abamocho,  as  the  firft  black  their 
own  colour  being  a  medium  between  both  ’ 

forVn?  E1l10t:,in  tranfladr'S  the  bible,  could  find  no  Indian  word 
'  Gc  d.  mi  the  prayers  and  fermons  made  by  the  Indians  in  their 
own  language,  they  have  been  taught  to  ufe  the  word  Tehovah 

:Kt'k  rrd\  G,°d  0r  ,Lord'  Williams  ufes  the  Indian 
word  Mamtoo,  by  which  word  they  feem  rather  to  have  expreffed 

Sr°n  at  any  thlng  Whkh  eXCdkd’  whether  animate  or 

worfhipped? 
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worshipped,  and  being  anfwered,  one,  he  reckoned  up 
about  37  principal  gods  he  had  ;  and  fhall  I,  laid  he, 
throw  away  thele  37  gods  for  one?* 

1  he  Indians  of  Canada,  according  to  Charlevoix:,  had 
an  infinite  number  of  genii,  or  fubaltern  fpirits,  good  and 
bad,  who  had  their  particular  worfhip.  Very  circum- 
ftantial  accounts  have  been  published,  by  the  French 
writers,  of  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  nor¬ 
thern  Indians,  their  feafts  and  falls,  their  priefts,  and  even 
their  nuns  or  veftal  virgins;  which  accounts  have  either 
been  too  eafily  received,  or  elfe  the  northern  differed 
much  from  the  more  fouthern  Indians,  who,  at  bell,  gave 
themfelves  but  little  concern  upon  any  poii  t  of  religion. 
A  deep  enquiry  into  futurity  could  not  confill  with  that 
indolent  (late  oi  mind,  which  they  made  the  Summit  of  all 
happinefs.  An  Indian  convert  dilcourfing  with  Woofama- 
quin,  the  great  Sachem,  he  enquired  of  the  convert,  what 
worldly  good  things  he  had  gained  by  his  new  religion  ; 
and  not  receiving  a  farisfadtory  anfwer,  gave  himfelf  no 
further  thought  about  it.  Mr.  Mayhew  f  fays,  that  upon 
tne  fir  ft  propoials  of  religion  to  them,  they  generally  made 
thefe  three  enquiries.  1.  What  earthly  riches  they  fliould 


,  Roger  Williams  fays  that  when  they  fa. w  one  man  excel! 
others  in  wifdom,  valour,  drength,  &c.  they  would  cry  out  he 
is  a  god.  And  when  they  heard  of  the  Engifth  fhips,  houfes,  ’and 
manner  o,  plowing  their  Helds,  they  pronounced  that  they  were 
geds.  By  their  eadern,  wedern,  fouthern,  and  northern  rods, 
which  Cue  fame  author  fpeaks  of,  they  probably  intended  no  more 
than  the  chief  fagamores  of  the  feveral  places  to  which  fouls 

went.  This  is  very  confident  with  the  grofs  notions  they  had  of  a 

future  date.  J 


1  began  to  fufpeft,  from  this  inftance  of  plurality  of  gods,  form 
thing  like  the  mythology  of  the  ancients.  Romulus  in  cash  cum  di 
a£lt.  ovum.  Cic.  But  I  have  no  where  met  with  any  evidence  < 
their  making  any  of  their  deceafed  heroes  the  objects  of 'their  relHioi 
ivorlhip,  nor  fo  much  as  preferring  the  remembrance  of  their  name: 
'  it  is  probahle  the  Indian  run  over  a  number  of  nam  s  to  impo 
ipon  Mr.  Mayhevv,  or  to  get  rid  of  his  importunity,  and  that,  froi 

7dsaUth°rlty  011  y’  °ther  wnters  have  mentioned  a  plurality  < 
f  His  letter  to  the  corporation,  i6ro, 

II  h  ' 


* 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


47% 

get.  2.  What  approbation  they  (hould  have  from  other 
fagamores  and  governors.  3.  How  they  (hould  come  off 
from  the  pov/ows  *. 

Many  people  pleafed  themfelves  with  a  conjecture,  that 
the  Indians  in  America  were  the  defendants  of  the  ten 
tribes  of  Ifrael.  There  was  as  little  affinity  between  the 
Indian  and  the  Hebrew  language,  as  between  the  languages 
of  any  two  nations  upon  the  earth,  and  the  New-England 
Indians  had  no  one  cudom  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  except 
that  of  the  feparation  of  the  women  on  certain  occafions. 
This  cuftom  obtained  among  mod  of  the  nations  upon  the 
continent.  The  French  fpeak  of  others,  viz.  that,  at  cer¬ 
tain  repafts,  they  never  make  ufe  of  knives  •,  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  they  ever  had  any  to  ufe,  on  any  occafion,  until  they 
were  brought  to  them  from  Europe  ;  they  called  the  firft 
Englifh  knifemen :  That  they  never  break  the  bones  of 
the  beads  they  eat,  and  that,  in  fome  of  their  longs,  you 
may  diding.uifh  the  word  Hallelujah.  One  Capt.  Crom¬ 
well,  a  rich  bucanier,  who  died  at  Bodon  about  1646, 
allured  governor  Dudley,  that  he  had  feen  Indians  to  the 
fouthward  circumcifed.  This  increafed  the  faith  of  many-f*. 
The  authors  of  the  univerfal  hidory  feem  to  have  as  little 
grounds  for  the  conjecture,  that  the  Indians  are  the  pode- 
rity  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  and  thatMaffachufets,  a  com¬ 
pound  Indian  word,  might  be  derived  from  Mafagetes. 

*  R.  Williams  fays  that  when  he  had  difeourfed  of  the  creation, 
of  the  foul,  of  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  favingof  it,  they  aiTented; 
hut  when  he  fpake  of  the  refurredtion  of  the  body,  they  cried  out, 

we  will  never  believe  this. 

f  Their  greafing  their  hair  is  called,  by  R.  Williams,  anoint¬ 
ing  their  heads. 

They  are  fald  to  call  the  feven  liars  the  Bear.  This  would 
he  very  llrange,  if  there  \vas  any  evidence  of  their  calling  them 
fo,  when  the  firil  European  arrived.  So  remarkable  a  conltella- 
tion  mull  have  been  always  diftinguifhed  by  them.  A  Bear 
being  fo  common  an  animal  with  them,  they  probably  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  name  of  the  conftellation  being  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  animal,  from  their  moll  early  converfe  with  the  Engl  i  ill 
ax  french.  n 
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Our  anceftors  attempted  to  account  for  the  fir  ft  peo¬ 
pling  America,  confident  with  the  facred  hiftory  of  the 
creation,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  fame 
uncertainty,  as  all  others  have  done  who  have  fince  made 
the  like  attempt. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  from  Pifcataqua  toCon- 
nedticut,  was  I'o  nearly  the  fame,  that  they  could  tolerably 
well  converfe  together.  It  was  obferved,  that  without  the 
greateft  difficulty,  they  could  not  be  brought  to  pronounce 
the  letters  L  or  R.  For  Lobfter,  they  (aid  Nobftan.  The 
Tarrenteens  founded  the  R  eafily.  Labials  they  ufed  with 
freedom.  It  is  obferved  of  the  weftern  Indians,  particu¬ 
larly  the  fix  nations,  that  they  have  no  labials  in  all  their 
language,  and  they  and  the  Nipnets,  who  lived  little  more 
than  ioo  miles  from  them,  could  not  better  underftand 
one  another  than  the  Engliih  and  Chinefe. 

At  the  beginning,  our  planters  promifed  themfelves 
great  things  from  the  foil,  and  imagined  they  were  rich, 
having  the  property  of  fo  great  an  extent  of  territory. 
The  general  court  allowed  no  more  than  200 acres  of  land, 
in  the  firffc  dividend,  for  50  pounds  fterling  advanced  for  the 
plantation.  Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  made  in  1 6 29,  fuppofes 
his  intereft,  as  a  proprietor,  worth  fix  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling*,  but  many  years  hadnot  paffed,  before  an  ingenious 
writer  f  obferved,  that  the  planters  had  found,  by  experi-  ' 
ence,  that  their  improved  lands  were  of  no  greater  value 
(in  many  places  not  fo  great;  than  the  labour  and  expence 
in  fubduing  them.  Several  accounts  of  the  opinions,  which 
at  firft  prevailed,  both  of  the  foil  and  climate,  have  been 
preferred.  Wood,  a  writer  of  a  fertile  imagination,  who 
lived  in  the  country  four  years,  which,  from  fome  paffages 
in  his  hiftory,  appear  to  have  been  before  the  year  1636,  qr 
the  Requod  war,  fays.  “  The  foil  is,  for  the  general,  a  warm 


In  1716,  feveral  gentlemen  joined  in  the  purchafe  0/  about 
500,000  acres  cf  Lnd  in  the  eaitern.  country,  called  the  Pejepfcot 
purchafe.  The  whole  confideratioh  vv-as  no  more  than  about  one 
hundred  pounds  fterlitig,  DouAaJs. 
t  Mr.  Hubbard. 
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Cc  ^*1IK^  °[  eart^5  there  being  little  cold  fpewing  land,  no 
moo^rifil  ^enn%  no  quagmires,  the  lowed  grounds  bethe 
t6  over  which,  every  full  and  change,  the  fea  flows; 

^  thde  mar-flies  be  rich  ground  and  bring  plenty  of  hay, 
which  the  cattle  feed,  and  like  as  it  they  were  fed 
^  With  the  belt  up-land  hay  in  New-England  *,  of  which 
‘  *  likewile  there  is  great  (lore,  which  grows  commonly  be- 
“  tween  the  marflies  and  the  woods.  This  meadow  ground 
hes  higher  than  the  marflies,  whereby  it  is  freed  from 
cc  the  overflowing  of  the  leas,  and  befides  this,  in  many 
places  where  the  trees  grow  thin,  there  is  good  fodder 
“  to  be  got  amongft  the  woods.  There  be  likewife  in  di- 
“  vers  places  near  the  plantations  great  broad  meadows, 
44  wherein  grow  neither  fhrub  nor  tree,  lying  low,  in  which 
places  grows  as  much  grafs  as  may  be  thrown  out  with 
a  feyth,  thick  and  long,  as  high  as  a  man’s  middle,  fome 
“  as  high  as  the  fhoulders,  fo  that  a  good  mower  may  cut 
thice  load  in  a  day.  Many  object  this  is  but  coarfe  fod- 
der.  True  it  is,  that  it  is  not  fo  fine  to  the  eye  as 
44  Englifh  grafs,  but,  being  made  into  hay,  the  cattle  eat 
4  4  it  as  well  as  lea  hay,  and  like  as  well  with  it.  The  worft 
“  can  be  laid  againft:  the  meadow  grounds  is,  that 
4;  there  is  but  little  eclifh  or  after  pafture,  which  maypro- 
44  ceed  from  the  late  mowing,  more  than  any  thing  elfef. 

“  For 

^Ihis  account  is  much  too  favorable.  Take  the  faltmarfh  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  country,  one  here  with  another  will  not 
pioduce  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  load  of  hay.  Cattle,  remote 
from  the  fea,  mull  have  fait,  and  a  Lttle  fait  hay  would  undoubtedly 
be  grateful,  and  black  cattle  and  horfes  and  fheep  may  be  kept 
alive  through  the  winter  with  fait  hay,  but  all  creatures  prefer  Eng- 
liin  hay  when  they  can  have  both.  The  natural  upland  grafs  of  the 
country  commonly  called  Indian  grafs,  is  poor  fodder,  perhaos  not 
better,  if  fo  good  as  barley  ffraw. 

t  J  conclude,  from  this  account,  that  they  had  then  no  hay  of 
Englifh  grais.  Land  of  a  tolerable  quality,  where  Engiilh  grafs, 
a  name  given  to  all  imported  grades,  has  been  mowed,  we  now 
Fhid  by  experience,  will  afford  after  feed  until  the  fevere  frofls 
Ltirn  the  grafs  and  caufe  it  to  wither.  It  has  been  made  a 
qukflion,  whether  the  feed  of  the  white  clover  is  not  in  the  earth 
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For  the  more  upland  grounds,  there  be  different  kinds, 
“  in  fome  places  clay,  fome  gravel,  fome  a  red  fund,  all 
“  which  are  covered  with  a  black  mould,  in  fome  places 
“  a  foot  deep,  in  others  not  fo  much.  Such  is  the  rank- 
“  nefs*  of  the  ground,  that  it  mull  be  fown  the  firft  year 
“  with  Indian  corn,  which  is  a  foaking  grain,  before  it 
“  will  be  fit  to  receive  Englifh  feed.  For  the  natural  foil, 

t 

in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  our  farmers  affirm,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  faft,  that  if  they  break  up  new  ground  in  the 
woods,  where  no  dung  has  ever  been  fpread,  and  lay  it  down 
the  next  or  the  fame  year,  and  give  it  a  thin  coat  of  afhes,  the 
white  honey  fuckie  comes  in  as  thick  as  if  the  feed  had  been  fown. 
Some  connoiffeurs  fay,  that  the  plant  and  flower  differ  from  the 
Englifh  honey  fuckl.,  Afhes  will,  certainly,  in  fome  of  our  im¬ 
proved  lands,  bring  in  this  fort  of  grafs,  when  barn  dung,  or  fea 
manure,  will  bring  in  other  forts  of  Englifh  grafs  in  the  fame 
h-ld.  On  the  other  hand,  in  travelling  the  woods  where  no  cattle 
has  been,  and  where  the  foil  has  been  fo  good  that  the  brakes 
and  Indian  grafs  have  been  four  or  five  feet  high,  I  have  fearched 
for  Englifh  grafs  without  being  able  to  find  a  fpire  of  any  fort. 
Some  have  fuppofed  that  the  pigeons,  which  comedown  to  the 
plantations  in  infinite  numbers,  and  other  birds  of  paffage,  fcatter 
the  feeds  in  their  dung  through  the  continent.  There  is  a  tradE 
t  on,  that  the  grafs  called  fowl  meadow  grafs,  which  is  fuperior  to 
any  other  grafs  of  the  frefh  water  meadows,  was  firft  brought  to  the 
meadows  in  Dedham,  by  a  large  flight  of  wild  fowls,  and  that 
from  thence  the  grafs  and  the  meadows,  where  it  was  firft  diE 
covered,  and  from  whence  it  has  been  communicated  to  many  parts 
Oi  the  country,  took  their  names.  I  do  not  find  the  obfervatioii 
any  where  made  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Englifh  fettlements, 
the  European  grais  came  into  ground  which  had  been  broke  up, 
before  any  feed  was  lovvn.  On  tne  other  hand,  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  feeds  of  all  that  great  variety  of  graffes,  diftintt  from  what 
is  called  wild  or  Indian  grafs  with  which  our  fields  abound,  was 
ever  imported  or  fown  among  us. 

Rather  the  rougnnefs  of  the  ground.  The  Indian  corn  re¬ 
quiring  frequent  plowings,  what  are  now  called  horle  hoeings,  be- 
fides  hoeing  and  hilling  by  hand,  the  land  is  pulverized,  and  there 
Will  be  fine  tilth  neceffary  for  Englifh  grain  the  next  year.  Indian 
corn  is  likewife  gathered  late,  after  the  froffs  fet  in,  and,  if  the 
corn  has  been  well  tended,  there  will  be  no  grafs  or  weeds  when  the 
frofls  break  up  in  the  fpring,  immediately  after  which  it  fhpuld  be 
ploughed  for  the  Englifh  grain. 
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“  1  f  r  uFe  •  jt  before  the  counties  of  Surry  or  Middlefex, 
cc  'V  I(  hj  if  they  were  not  enriched  with  continual  manur- 
“  in;^si  ould  be  left  fertile  than  the  meanell  grounds  in 
“  New -England  ;  wherefore,  it  is  not  impoflible,  nor 
*c  mucb  improbable,  that,  upon  improvements,  the  foil 
maY  bp  as  good  in  time,  as  England.  If  any  man  doubt 
ec  ot  rhe  goodnefs  of  the  ground,  let  him  comfort  himfejf 
<6  with  the  cheapnefs  of  it  ;  fuch  bad  land  in  England,  I 
5C  am  lure,  will  bring  in  ftore  of  good  money.  There  hath 
tc  as  good  English  corn  grown  there  as  can  be  defired, 
efpecially  rye,  oats  and  barley  ;  There  hath  been  no 
g:eat  trial  of  wheat  and  beans,  only  thus  much  I  affirm, 
^  that  cheie  two  grains  grow  well  in  gardens.’* 

x  his  author  s  account  of  the  country  is  not  unfavor¬ 
able.  .  An  anonymous  manufcript  which  was  fen t  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637,  gives  us  a  diffe¬ 
rent  idea. 


*'•  The  foil,  it  is,  for  the  natrue  of  it,  mixed  •,  the  upland, 
rather  participates  of  land  than  clay,  yet  our  rye  likes  it 
not,  an  argument  it  is  both  cold  and  barren,  yet  I  find 
fome  of  it  manured  to  yield  fome  increafe,  but  not  to 
anfwer  expectation ;  the  lo*w  lands  are,  for  the  mod  part, 
covered  with  underwoods,  the  foil,  which  is  a  mixture  of 
day  and  fin  1,  feems  to  have  been  fattened  by  the  conti¬ 
nual  fall  of  leaves  from  the  trees  growing  thereon.  This 
fo  1  is  like  your  woodland  in  England,  beft  at  firft,  yet 
afterwards  grows  more  barren.  This  raifed  the  report 
of  fo  rich  a  Foil,  but  we  f  that  came  after  found,  by  dear 
experience,  that  affedlion,  not  judgment,  was  the  author 
c  of  it ;  for,  after  five  or  fix  years,  it  grows  barren  beyond 
c  belief ;  and  whereas,  after  the  land  in  England  proves 
cc  fertile  for  grafs,  this  yields  none  at  all,  but,  like  the  land 
£c  about  Dunituble,  puts  on  the  face  of  winter  in  the  time 
of  fummer.  1  do  believe,  that  it  we  had  marl,  lime,  or 
other  manure,  this  barrenness  might,  in  part,  be  cured. 
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*<  but,  as  yet,  we  are  deftitute  of  thefefupplies.  The  na- 
uiral  coldnefs  confutes  theopimon  of  thofe,  who  did  con- 
“  ceive  it  to  be  originally  fertile,  and  experience  confirms 
“  this  to  be  true,  for  beans,  millet,  and  itches  and  roots, 

“  which  delight  in  a  cold  foil,  profper  here  alike,  for 
“  the  prefent,  we  make  a  fhifc  to  live,  but  he.ea  ter,  w  i\ 

“  our  numbers increafe,  and  the  fertility  ol  tie  01  o 
“  decreafe,  if  God  difcover  not  means  to  enrich  the  lan  , 

«  what  Avail  become  of  us  I  will  not  determine  but,  u  is 
«  probable,  we  muft  either  difband  ourfelves  like 
beafts  ftreightened  in  their  pafture,  and  fo  be  liable  to 
“  deftru&ion  from  the  natives  ( I  mean  the  Pequods)  or  elk , 

“  continuing  together,  be  made  the  fubjedt  of  fome  fearful 
“  famine  and  themilery  that  accompanied  it.  _  Hay,  we 
“  have  here  of  the  low  lands,  luch  as  it  is,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  our  reed  and  ledge  in 
“  England,  for  it  is  fo  devoid  of  nutritive  vertue,  that  our 
“  beafts  crow  loufy  with  feeding  upon  ir,  and  are  much 
ft  out  of  heart  and  liking  •,  befides,  it  breeds  among  them 
“  fundrv  difeafes  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure,  borne 
have  learned  to  make  better  provifion,  by  burning  tne 
*<  orafs  when  it  is  near  ripe,  and  fo  fuftenng  a  new  crop  to 
iprin"  out  of  the  alhes  of  the  old.  This  they  cut  down, 
before  it  be  half  ripe,  and  make  it  into  hay,  but  this 
proves  like  your  after  meath  in  Old  England,  not  fit  to 
labour  with,  yielding  a  faint  nourilhment,  which  brings 
our  cattle  fo  low,  and  many  times  tp  difeafes  of  which 
“  they  hardly  ever  recover. 

A  gentlewoman,  a  few  years  after,  in  another  manu- 
fcript,  fends  the  following  account.  When  I  remember 
cc  the  hi  pH  commendations  fome  have  given  of  the  place* 
“  and  find  it  inferior  to  the  reports,  I  have  thought  the 
reafon  thereof  to  be  this,  that  they  wrote  iurely  in 
ftrawberry  time.— When  1  have  thought  again  of  the 
mean  reports,  and  find  it  far  better  than  thole  reports, 
I  have  fancied  the  eyes  of  the  writers  were  fo  fixed  on 
«  their  old  Englilh  chimney  tops,  that  the  fmolse  put  them 
-  -  y-  8  El  h  4 
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the  trees  innumerable  the  7  f  the  r0cks  many» 
the  fummerhor  rh*  ’  £‘£iS  Ut  e’  .C{le  winter  cold, 

at  midnight  howlino- T  ^mtr  biting,  the  wolves 

am  taught  that  great  men  muft  look  to  belofers  ’  ,ml  J 

“  life7  comedo*  gf  m  W,hi:h’  by  the  §,orious  means  of 
4.  r  ’  C;0wn  fr°m  heaven.  Men  (by  what  I  hear1) 

“  FnJhr'-^'V3^.  WOrth>  Wil1  be  welcome  on  New 
England  s  coafts  }  he  only  can  advife  you  beft  who  cl 

“  lead  you  to  his  place,”  &c.  *  H  ’  an 

Mr.  Huobard,  whole  manufcript  hiftory  w-’s  wrr- 
out  JOoo,  could  make  a  better  judgment.7  ~  " 

ou^and^lui’6 kf’  !t  'r  f°r  tlie §enera1’  more  mountain- 
mckv  an  ;y,i :ha"  £therWi,e’  and,  in  many  places,  very 
rocky  and  lull  Gi  Hones,  yet  intermingled  with  rrrnv 

p.ams  and  valley  s,  home  of  which  arefandy  and  inclinable 
o  oarrennefs,  Specially  thofe  which  abound  with  pkch 
pmes,  and  there  are  many  fuch,  aslikewife  many  fwamps 
o.^ooggy  places,  full  oh  Irnali  bufhes  and  underwoods 

p  j  '!(  rC  if nU  £^!e’  3re  many  rich  and  fruitful  foots  of 
’  uch  fs  l[iey  cali  interval  land,  in  level  and  cham- 
Pdiil  S‘OLIntlS> that  oftentimes  are  overflown  by  thechan- 
nek  of  water  which  run  befide  them,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  enact,  the  foil  that  is  fo  watered*.  The  fatnefs  of 
the  earth  walked  by  the  rains,  and  melting  of  the  fnow 

UOlT1  rJ;e  Iumce  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  country, 

Hioft  remarkablff^  hTZ  traftTof ' N*'  ff’  n^f’*  ,rETr’  are 
often  overflowed  as  to  need  no  other  nww-e*™?  ^  whlc 
fringing  down  fo  much  muck  from  e£ 

01  v-f-a  hervvhr  -  hOUnd  W  good  heart  t0  bear  a  crop 
of  TuVe  aJdhulv  i  a  frelLet,  in  the  months 

Lit fe ' Stiff  “K ,*T  “p" /*!  "T» 

agreeable  to  the  ca::!c.  '  ,  *  «  <Q  til1' 
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*c  being,  by  thofe  floods,  caft  upon  the  levels  which  lie  by  the 
Tides  of  thofe  greater  ftreams.  In  many  fuch  places,  their 
tc  land  hath  been  known  to  be  fown  or  planted  full  forty 
“  years  together,  without  any  confiderable  abatement  of 
“  the  crop,  never  failing  of  thirty  or  forty  bufhels  per  acre. 
“  But  for  the  generality  of  the  foil,  it  is  of  a  lighter  fort 
“  of  earth,  whofe  fruitfulnefs  is  more  beholden  to  the  in- 
“  fluenceof  the  heavens,  advantage  of  the  feafon,  fkill  and 
<6  induftry  of  the  tiller,  than  to  the  ftrength  of  its  own 
cc  tpmper.  Such  as  came  hither  fir  ft  upon  dilcovery, 
chanced  to  be  here  in  the  firft  part  of  the  fummer, 
4C  when  the  earth  was  newly  adorned  with  its  beft  attire 
of  he  rbs  and  flowers,  flourifhing  with  fuch  early  fruits 
tc  as  weather  beaten  travellers  are  wont  to  refrefh  them- 
‘‘  felves  with  beholding  ;  as  ftrawberries,  goofeberries,  raf- 
berries,  cherries,  and  whorts,  as  they  obferved  who 
“  firft  landed  about  Martha’s  Vineyard,  from  whence  they 
**  promifed  themfelves  and  their  luccelfors  a  very  flourifli- 
“  ing  country,  as  they  did  who  landed  firft  upon  the  coaft 
“  or  Florida.  All  forts  of  grain  fown  in  the  Tpring,  are 
“found  to  grow  pretty  naturally  here.  The  cold  oft- 
“  times  proves  fo  extream,  as  to  kill  that  which  is  com- 
“  mitted  to  the  ground  before  winter  V*  From  thefe 

*  Our  farmers,  by  fowing  tbeir  feed  early,  the  ground  being 
prepared  in  ridges  to  throw  off  the  rains  and  melting  fnows,  raife 
winter  wheat  and  rye  with  good  fuccefs.  The  great  difeourage- 
ment  has  been  the  blaft.  An  idle  opinion  obtained  among  the 
vulgar,  that  lince  the  execution  of  the  Quakers,  about  a  century 
pah,  wheat  has  always  Mailed.  Generally,  between  the  iirit 
ancl  the  tenth  ot  July,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  dew* 
called  the  honey  dew,  falling  upon  the  wheat  (the  morning  after 
being  hoc  and  calm)  caufes  the  ruft  or  blaft.  Ordinarily,  if  the 
wheat  be  fown  early,  it  will  be  fo  forward,  by  this  time,  that  the 
grain  will  not  fuller  by  it.  The  fpring  or  fummer  grain,  being 
later  before  it  is  ripe,  is,  in  general,  the  molt  expoiecL  Sir  Henry 
f  rankland,  feveral  years  ago,  imported  from  Lifbon  the  feed  of  fum- 
rner  wheat,  y/hich  ripens  there  in  twelve  weeks,  and  the  flower  of 
it  is  in  great  efteem.  This  fort  has  been  lefs  fubjeft  to  blaft  than 

a  y  ther.  k  ripens  in  the  MafTachufets  about  i6  weeks  from 
the  fowW  '  ’ 

feveral 
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kveral  accounts,  fome  judgment  may  be  made  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  our  forefathers  had  formed  of  the  country.  Expe¬ 
rience  convinced  many  of  them,  that  the  value  of  the  land 
when  cleared,  would  make  but  poor  wages  for  their  labor 
in  clearing  it.  It  is  a  happy  thing,  that  a  fondnefs  for 
freeholds  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity,  with  privileges  annexed 
to  them,  excited  fo  many  of  the  firft  planters  of  America 
to  hard  labor,  and  fupported  them  under  hard  fare.  A 
great  part  of  this  vaft  continent,  filled  with  wild  beafts  and 
lavage  men  fcarcely  fuperior  to  them,  now  affords  the 
neceffaries  and  conveniences  of  a  civilized  life,  equal  to  the 
like  trafts  of  improved  country  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe.  Hiftory  affords  us  no  inftance  of  fo  great  im¬ 
provements  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  The  fame  paffion  Hill 
continues,  and  affords  a  profpedt  of  the  like  happy  effedt 
for  ages  yet  to  come. 

A  natural  hiftory  of  the  country  will  afiord  a  volume 
of  itfelf,  and  it  is  a  work  much  wanted,  and  would  enter¬ 
tain  the  curious.  The  botanical  part  would  be  very  ufe- 
ful.  1  have  not  leifure,  and  if  I  had,  I  have  not  a  genius 
for  fuch  an  undertaking.  I  wifh  fome  perfon,  who  has 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  would  undertake  it. 
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The  hvmble  Reqveft  of  his  Maj  efties  loyall  Subjefts, 
the  Governour  and  the  Company  late  gone  for 
New-England ;  to  the  reft  of  their  Brethren  jn. 
•  and  of  the  Church  of  England. 


Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 


«•  ^ 

TH  E  generall  rumour  of  this  folemne  enterprife, 
wherein  ourfelves  with  others,  through  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  the  Almightie,  are  engaged,  as  it  may 
fpare  us  the  labour  of  imparting  our  occafion  unto  you,  fo 
it  gives  us  the  more  incouragement  to  ftrengthen  ourfelves 
by  the  procurement  of  the  prayers  and  bieffings  of  the 
Lord’s  faithful  fervants :  For  which  end  wee  are  bold  to 


have  recourfe  unto  you,  as  thofe  whom  God  hath  placed 
neareft  his  throne  of  mercy  *,  -which  as  it  affords  you  the 
more  opportunity,  fo  it  impofeth  the  greater  bond  upon 
you  to  intercede  for  his  people  in  all  their  ftraights  ;  we 
befeech  you  therefore  by  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  Jesvs 
to  consider  us  as  your  Brethren,  handing  in  very  great 
need  of  your  helps,  and  earneftly  imploring  it.  And  how- 
foever  your  charitie  may  have  met  with  fame  occafion  of 
difcouragemenf  through  the  mifreport  of  our  intentions, 
or  through  the  difaffe&ion,  or  indifcretion,  of  fome  of  us, 
or  rather  amongft  us ;  for  wee  are  not  of  thofe  that 
dreame  of  perfedtiop  in  this  world  ;  yet  we  defire  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  the  principals,  and 
body  of  our  company,  as  thofe  who  efteeme  it  our  honour 


to  call  the  Church  of  England^  from  whence  wee  rife,  our 
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dearc  Mother,  and  cannot  part  from  our  native  countrie 
vvaere  (he  Ipecially  refxdeth,  without  muchfadnefs  of  heart’ 
aod  many  tears  in  our  eyes,  ever  acknowledging  that  fuch 
ope  and  part  as  we  have  obtained  in  the  common  falva- 

I  erbreWad  6  "V*  •"  ^  bofonrle-and  ^ckt  it  from 
mill,  f  '  T  Jeave  ,c  not  therefore,  as  loathing  that 
■milk  wherewith  we  were  nouriihed  there,  but  bleffinaGod 

or  tne  parentage  and  education,  as  members  of  the  fame 
boay,  (hail  alwayes  rejoice  in  her  good,  and  unfainedly 
giieve  loi  any  lorrow  that  lhall  ever  betide  her,  and  while 
ive  have  breath,  fyncerely  defire  and  indeavour  the  conti¬ 
nuance  and  aoundanceof  her  welfare,  with  the  inlargement 
of  her  bounds  in  the  kingdome  of  Christ  Jesvs. 

Be  plea  fed  therefore  Reverend  Fathers  fc?  Brethren 
to  helpe  tor  ward  this  worke  now  in  hand  ;  which  if  it 
pro  pvr,  }ou  fh,, 11  bee  the  more  glorious,  howfoever  your 
judgment  is  witn  tne  Lord,  and  your  reward  with  your 
od.  It  is  an  uluaii  and  laudable  exercife  of  your  charity 
to  recommend  to: the  prayers  of  your  congregations  the 
neceffities  and  ftraights  of  your  private  neighbours  :  Doe 
the  like  for  a  Church  fpringingout  of  your  owne  bowels. 
Wee  conceive  much  hope  that  this  remembrance  of  us, 
if  it  be  frequent  and  fervent,  will  bee  .a  molt  profperous 
gale  in  our  fades,  and  prouide  fuch  a  pafTage  and  wel¬ 
come  for  us,  from  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  as  both 
we  which  (hall  fande  it,  and  yourfelves,  with  the  reft  of  our 
friends,  who  Ural  1  heare  of  it,  lhall  be  much  inlarged  to 
bring  in  fuch  daily  returnes  of  thankfgivings,  as  the 
fpecialties  of  his  Providence  and  Goodnes  may  iuftly 
challenge  at  all  our  hands.  You  are  not  ignorant,  that  the 
bprt  of  God  ftirred  up  the  Apoftle  Paul  to  make  conti- 
nuall  mention  of  the  Church  of  Philippi  (which  was  a 
Colonie  of  Rome)  Jet  the  fame  Spirit,  webefeech  you,  put 
you  in  mind,  that  are  the  Lord’s  Remembrancers;  to  pray 
for  us  without  ceafing  (who  are  a  weake  Colony  from 

yourlelves)  making  continual!  requeft  for  us  to  God  in 
all  'your  prayers. 

What 
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What  we  intreat  of  you  that  are  the  minifters  of  God, 
that  we  crave  at  the  hands  of  all  the  reft  of  our  Brethren. 

.4  •  .  •  ^ 

that  they  would  at  no  time  forget  us  in  their  private  foli- 
citations  at  the  throne  of  Grace. 

If  any  there  be,  who  through  want  of  cleare  intelli¬ 
gence  of  our  courfe,  or  tendernefles  of  affection  towards 
us,  cannot  conceive  fo  well  of  our  way  as  we  could  defire, 
we  would  intreat  fuch  not  to  defpife  us,  nor  to  defert  us  in 
their  prayers  and  affections,  but  to  confider  rather,  that 
they  are  fo  much  the  more  bound  to  expreffe  the  bowels  of 
their  companion  towards  us,  remembringalwaies  that  both 
Nature  and  Grace,  doth  binde  us  to  relieve  and  refcue 
with  our  utmoft  and  fpeedieft  power,  fuch  as  are  deare 
unto  us,  when  wee  conceive  them  to  be  running  uncom¬ 
fortable  hazards. 

What  goodnes  you  fhall  extend  to  us  in  this  or  any 
other  Chriftian  kindneffe,  wee  your  Brethren  in  Christ 
Jesvs  fhall  labour  to  repay  in  what  dutie  wee  are  or 
fhall  be  able  to  performe,  promifing,  fo  farre  as  God  fhall 
enable  us,  to  give  him  no  reft  on  your  behalfes,  wi filing 
our  heads  and  hearts  may  be  as  fountains  of  tears  for 
your  everlafting  welfare,  when  wee  fhall  be  in  our  poore 
Cottages  in  the  wildernefle,  over-fhadowed  with  the  fpiric 
of  fupplication,  through  the  manifold  neceflities  and  tribu¬ 
lations  which  may  not  altogether  unexpectedly,  nor,  we 
hope,  unprofitably  befall  us.  And  fo  commending  you  to 
the  Grace  of  God  in  Christ,  wee  fhall  ever  reft. 


Your  allured  Friends  and  Brethren, 


From  Yarmouth ,  aboord 


the  Arabella ,  April  7,  1630. 


Io:  Winthrope ,  Gov 
Charles  Fines , 


Rich:  d  all  on  flail. 
Ifaac  Johnfon. 


George  Phillips , 


&V. 


Fko:  Budifv. 
William  Coddington 


c sY. 
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Certain  Propofals  made  by  Lord  Say,  Lord  Brooke, 
and  other  Perfons  of  quality,  as  conditions  of 
their  removing  to  New-England,  with  the 
anfvvcrs  thereto. 

Demand  r.  f  "*1  H  A  T  the  common -wealth  fhould 


confift  of  two  diftinft  ranks  of  men, 
-  whereof  the  one  fhould  be  for 


them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country,  the  other 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  freeholders. 

Answer.  I  wo  diftindt  ranks  we  willingly  acknow¬ 
ledge,  from  the  light  of  nature  and  fcnpture  ;  the  one  of 
them  called  I  rinccs,  or  Nobles,  or  Elders  (amongft  whom 
gentlemen  have  their  place)  the  other  the  people.  Here¬ 
ditary  dignity  or  honours  we  willingly  allow  to  the  former, 
unlefa  by  the  fcandalous  and  bale  converfation  of  any  of 
them,  they  become  degenerate.  Hereditary  liberty,  or 
eftate  of  freemen,  we  willingly  allow  to  the  other,  unlefs 
they  alio,  by  fome  unworthy  and  flavifh  carriage,  dodif- 
franchize  themfelves. 

D£m.  2.  That  in  thefe  gentlemen  and  freeholders,  af- 
fembled  together,  the  chief  power  of  the  common-wealth 
fha',1  be  placed,  both  for  making  and  repealing  laws. 

Ans.  So  it  is  with  us. 

Dem.  3.  That  each  of  thefe  two  ranks  fhould,  in  all 
piuiic  afiemblies,  have  a  negative  voice,  fo  as  without  a 
mutual  content  nothing  fhould  be  eflablifhed. 

Ans.  So  it  is  agreed  among  us. 

Dem.  a.  I  hat  the  firft  rank,  confiding  of  gentlemen, 
fhould  have  power,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  to  come  to 
the  parliaments  orpublic  afiemblies,  and  there  to  give  their 
free  votes  perfonaliy  ;  the  fecond  rank  of  freeholders  fhould 
have  the  fame  power  for  them  and  their  heirs  of  meeting 


and  voting,  but  by  their  deputies, 


Ans, 
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Atts.  Thus  far  this  demand  is  pra6tifed  among  us*' 
The  freemen  meet  and  vote  by  their  deputies  •,  the  other 
rank  give  their  votes  perfonally,  only  with  this  difference, 
there  be  no  more  of  the  gentlemen  that  give  their  votes 
perfonally,  but  fuch  as  are  chofen  to  places  of  office,  either 
governors,  deputy  governors,  councilors,  or  affiftants. 
All  gentlemen  in  England  have  not  that  honour  to  meet 
and  vote  perfonally  in  Parliament,  much  Jefs  all  their 
heirs.  But  of  this  more  fully,  in  an  anfwer  to  the  ninth 
and  tenth  demand. 

Dem.  5.  That  for  facilitating  and  difpatch  of  bufinefs, 
and  other  reafons,  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders  ffiould  lie 
and  hold  their  meetings  in  two  diftindt  houfes. 

Ans.  We  willingly  approve  the  motion,  only  as  yet  it 
is  not  fo  pradtifed  among  us,  but  in  time,  the  variety  and 
difcrepancy  of  fundry  occurrences  will  put  them  upon  a 
neceffity  of  fitting  apart. 

Dem.  6.  That  there  {hall  be  fet  times  for  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  annually  or  half  yearly,  or  as  ffiall  be  thought  fit  by 
common  confent,  which  meetings  ffiould  have  a  fet  time 
for  their  continuance,  but  (hould  be  adjourned  or  broken 
off  at  the  diferetion  of  both  houfes. 

*  • 

Ans.  Public  meetings,  in  general  courts,  are  by  char¬ 
ter  appointed  to  be  quarterly,  which,  in  this  infancy  of  the 
colony,  wherein  many  things  frequently  occur  which  need 
fettling,  hath  been  of  good  ufe,  but  when  things  are  more 
fully  fettled  in  due  order,  it  is  likely  that  yearly  or  half 
yearly  meetings  will  be  fufficient.  For  the  continuance 
or  breaking  up  of  thefe  courts,  nothing  is  done  but  with 
the  joint  confent  of  both  branches. 

Dem.  7.  That  it  fhall  be  in  the  power  of  this  parlia¬ 
ment,  thus  conftituted  and  afiembled,  to  call  the  governor 
and  all  publick  officers  to  account,  to  create  new  officers, 
and  to  determine  them  already  fet  up  :  and,  the  better  to 
flop  the  way  to  infolence  and  ambition,  it  may  be  ordered 
that  all  offices  and  fees  of  office  fhall,  every  parliament, 
determine,  unlefs  they  be  new  confirmed  the  laft  day  of 
every  feffion. 


C 


Ans. 


Ans.  This  power  to  call  governors  and  all  officers  to 
account,  and  to  create  new  and  determine  the  old,  is  fettled 
already  in  the  general  court  or  parliament,  only  it  is  not 
put  forth  but  once  in  the  year,  viz.  at  the  great  and  general 
court  in  May,  when  the  governor  is  chofen. 

Dem.  8.  That  the  governor  lhall  ever  be  chofen  out  of 
the  rank  of  gentlemen. 

Ans.  We  never  pradice  otherwife,  chufing  the  gover¬ 
nor  either  out  of  the  affiftants,  which  is  our  ordinary 

courfe,  or  out  of  approved  known  gentlemen,  as  this  year  d' 
Mr.  Vane. 

t  Dem.  9.  That,  for  the  prefent,  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  and  Seale,  the  Lord  Brooke,  who 
have  already  been  at  great  difburfements  for  the  public 
works  in  New- England,  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  of  ap- 
pioved  fincerity  and  worth,  as  they,  before  their  perfonal 
remove,  (hall  take  into  their  number,  fhould  be  admitted 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country.  But, 
for  the  future,  none  lhall  be  admitted  into  this  rank  but 
by  the  confent  of  both  houfes. 

■  Ans.  The  great  difburfements  of  thefe  noble  perfon- 
ages  and  worthy  gentlemen  we  thankfully  acknowledge, 
becauie  the  fafcty  and  preft-nce  of  our  brethren  at  Con¬ 
necticut  is  no  fmall  bleffing  and  comfort  to  us.  But,  though 
that  charge  had  never  been  difburfed,  the  worth  of  the 
honorable  perfons  named  is  fo  well  known  to  ail,  and  our 
need  of  fuch  fupportsand  guides  is  fo  fenfible  to  ourfelves, 
that  we  do  not  doubt  the  country  would  thankfully  ac¬ 
cept  it,  as  a  fmgular  favor  from  God  and  from  them,  if 
he  fhould  bow  thrir  hearts  to  come  into  this  wildernefs  and 
help  us.  As  for  accepting  them  and  their  heirs  into  the 
number  ofigentlemen  of  the  country,  the  cuftom  of  this 
country  is,  and  readily  would  be,  to  receive  and  acknow¬ 
ledge,  not  only  all  luch  eminent  perfons  as  themlelves  and 
the  gentlemen  they  fpeak  of,  but  others  of  meaner  elfate, 
io  be  it  is  of  fome  eminency,  to  be  for  them  and  their  heirs, 
gentlemen  of  the  country.  Only,  thus  ftandeth  our  cafe. 

1  hough  we  receive  them  with  honor  and  allow  them 

pre-eminence 
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pre  eminence  and  accommodations  according  to  their  con¬ 
dition,  yet  we  do  not,  ordinarily,  call  them  forth  to  the 
power  of  election,  or  adminiftration  of  magiftracy,  until 
they  be  received  as  members  into  fome  ol  our  churches, 
a  privilege,  which  we  doubt  not  religious  gentlemen  will 
willingly  defire  (as  David  did  in  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.)  and  chrif- 
tian  churches  will  as  readily  impart  to  fuch  defirable  per- 
fons.  Hereditary  honors  both  nature  and  fcripture  doth 
acknowledge  (Ecclef.  xix.  17.)  but  hereditary  authority 
and  power  ftandeth  only  by  the  civil  laws  of  fome  com¬ 
monwealths,  and  yet,  even  amongft  them,  the  authority 
and  power  of  the  father  is  nowhere  communicated,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  honors,  unto  all  his  pofterity .  Where  God 
blefleth  any  branch  of  any  noble  or  generous  family,  with 
a  fpirit  and  gifts  fit  for  government,  it  would  be  a  taking 
of  God’s  name  in  vain  to  put  fuch  a  talent  under  a  bufhel, 
and  a  fin  againft  the  honor  of  magiftracy  to  negled:  fuch 
in  our  public  elections.  But  if  God  fhould  not  delight 
to  furnifh  fome  of  their  pofterity  with  gifts  fit  for  magif¬ 
tracy,  we  fhould  expofe  them  rather  to  reproach  and  pre¬ 
judice,  and  the  commonwealth  with  them,  than  exalt 
them  to  honor,  if  we  fhould  call  them  forth,  when  God 
doth  not,  to  public  authority. 

Dem.  10.  That  the  rank  of  freeholders  fhall  be  made  up 
of  fuch,  as  fhall  have  fo  much  perfonal  eftate  there,  as  fhall 
be  thought  fir  for  men  of  that  condition,  and  have  con* 
tributed,  fome  fit  proportion,  to  the  public  charge  of  the 
country,  either  by  their  difburfements  or  labors. 

An'S.  We  mud  confefs  our  ordinary  pradlice  to  be 
otherwife.  For,  excepting  the  old  planters,  i.e.  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phry,  who  himfelf  was  admitted  an  alTiftant  at  London, 
and  all  of  them  freemen,  before  the  churches  here  were 
eftablifhed,  nQne  are  admitted  freemen  of  this  common¬ 
wealth  but  fuch  as  are  fir  ft  admitted  members  of  fome 
church  or  other  in  this  country,  and,  of  fuch,  none  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  liberty  of  freemen.  And  out  of  fuch 
only,  I  mean  the  more  eminent  fort  of  fuch,  it  is  that 
our  magiftraie$  are  chofen.  Both  which  points  we  Iho  jld 

I  i  willingly 
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•willingly  perfuade  our  people  to  change,  if  we  could  make 
it  appear  to  them,  that  fuch  a  change  might  be  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  God  *,  for,  to  give  you  a  true  account  of  the 
grounds  of  our  proceedings  herein,  it  feemeth  to  them, 
and  alfo  to  us,  to  be  a  divine  ordinance  (and  moral)  that 
none  fhould  be  appointed  and  chofen  by  the  people  of  God, 
magiftrates  over  them,  but  men  fearingGod  (Ex.  xviii.  21.) 
cholenoutof  their  brethren  (Deut.  xvii.  15.)  faints  (1  Cor. 
vi.  1.)  Yea,  the  apoftle  maketh  it  a  fhame  to  the  church, 
if  it  be  not  able  to  afford  wife  men  from  out  of  themfelves, 
which  fhall  be  able  to  judge  all  civil  matters  between  their 
brethren  (ver.  5.)  And  Solomon  maketh  it  the  joy  of  a 
commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  and 
the  calamity  thereof,  when  the  wicked  bear  rule. 
Prov.  xxix.  2. 

Obj.  If  it  be  faid,  there  may  be  many  carnal  men 
whom  God  hath  inverted  with  fundry  eminent  gifts  of 
wifdom,  courage,  juftice,  fit  for  government. 

Ans.  Such  may  be  fit  to  be  confulted  with  and  em¬ 
ployed  by  governors,  according  to  the  quality  and  ufe  oi 
their  gifts  and  parts,  but  yet  are  men  not  fit  to  be  trufted 
with  place  of  ftanding  power  or  fettled  authority.  Ahito- 
phefs  wifdom  may  be  fit  to  be  heard  (asan  oracle  of  God] 
but  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  power  of  fettled  magiftracy, 
left  he  at  laft  call  for  12000  men  to  lead  them  forth  againft 
David,  2  Sam.  xvii.  1,  2,  3.  The  beft  gifts  and  parts, 
under  a  covenant  of  works  (under  which  all  carnal  mer 
and  hypocrites  be)  will  at  length  turn  afide  by  crooked 
ways,  to  depart  from  God,  and,  finally,  to  fight  againfi 
God,  and  are  therefore,  herein,  oppofed  to  good  mer 
and  upright  in  heart,  Pfal.  cxxv.  4,  5. 

Obj.  If  it  be  faid  again,  that  then  the  church  eftate 
could  not  be  compatible  with  any  commonwealth  undei 
heaven. 

Ans.  It  is  one  thing  for  the  church  or  members  of  the 
church,  loyally  to  fubmit  unto  any  form  of  government, 
when  it  is  above  their  calling  to  reform  it,  another  thing  to 
chufe  a  form  of  government  and  governors  difcnpaai 
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from  the  rule.  Now,  if  it  be  a  divine  truth,  that  none  are 
to  be  trufted  with  public  permanent  authority  but  godly 
men,  who  are  fit  materials  for  church  fellowfhip,  then 
from  the  fame  grounds  it  will  appear*  that  none  are  fo  fit 
to  be  trufted  with  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth  as 
church  members.  For,  the  liberties  of  the  freemen  of 
this  commonwealth  are  fuch,  as  require  men  of  faithful 
integrity  to  God  and  the  date*  to  preferve  the  fame.  Their 
liberties,  among  others,  are  chiefly  thefe*  i.  To  chufe 
all  magiftrates,  and  tocall  them  to  account  at  their  general 
courts.  2.  To  chufe  fuch  burgefles,  every  general  court, 
as  with  the  magiftrates  (hall  make  or  repeal  all  laws* 
Now  both  thefe  liberties  are  fuch,  as  carry  along  much 
power  with  them,  either  to  eftablifh  or  fubvert  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  therewith  the  church,  which  power,  if  it 
be  committed  to  men  not  according  to  their  godlinefs, 
which  maketh  them  fit  for  church  fellowfhip,  but 
according  to  their  wealth,  which,  as  fuch,  makes  them 
ho  better  than  wordly  men,  then,  in  cafe  worldly  men 
fhould  prove  the  major  part,  as  foon  they  might  do,  they 
would  as  readily  fet  over  us  magiftrates  like  themfelves* 
fuch  as  might  hate  us  according  to  the  curfe*  Levit. 
xxvi.  17.  and  turn  the  edge  of  all  authority  and  laws 
againft  the  church  and  the  members  thereof,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  whofe  peace  is  the  chief  end  which  God  aimed 
at  in  the  inftitution  of  Magiftracy.  1  Tim.  ii.  1.  2. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  Lord 
Say  and  Seal  in  the  Year  1636.  * 

Right  honourable, 


WHAT  your  Lordfhip  writeth  of  Dr.  Twifle  his 
works  de  fcieniid  media ,  and  of  the  fabbath,  it  did 
letrefh  me  to  reade,  that  his  labors  of  fuch  arguments  were 
like  to  come  to  light ;  and  it  would  refrefh  me  much  more 
to  fee  them  here  :  though  (for  my  owne  particular)  till  I 
gett  fome  releafe  from  fome  conftant  labors  here  (which 
the  church  is  defirous  to  procure)  I  can  get  litle,  or  noe 
oppertunity  to  reade  any  thing,  or  attend  to  any  thing,  but 
the  dayly  occurrences  which  preffe  in  upon  me  continually, 
much  beyond  my  firength  either  of  body  or  minde.  Your 
Lordfhips  advertifement  touching  the  civil!  ftate  of  this 
colony,  as  they  doe  breath  forth  your  fingular  wifdome, 
and  faithfulnefs,  and  tender  care  of  the  peace,  fo  wee  have 
noe  reafon  to  mifinterprite,  or  undervalue  your  Lordfhips 
eyther  directions,  or  intentions  therein.  I  know  noe  man 
under  heaven  (I  fpeake  in  Gods  feare  without  flattery) 
whofe  counfell  I  fliould  rather  depend  upon,  for  the  wife 
adminiftration  of  a  civill  ftate  according  to  God,  than  upon 
your  Lordfhip,  and  fuch  confidence  have  I  fnot  in  you) 
but  in  the  Lords  prefence  in  Chrift  with  you,  that  I  Ihould 
never  feare  to  betrufl  a  greater  commonwealth  than  this 
(as  much  as  in  us  lyeth)  under  fuch  a  perpetua  diftaturd 
as  your  Lordfhip  fliould  prefcribe.  For  I  nothing  doubt, 
but  that  eyther  your  Lordfhip  would  prefcribe  all  things 
according  to  the  rule,  or  be  willing  to  examine  againe, 
and  againe,  all  things  according  to  it.  I  am  very  apt  to 
believe,  what  Mr.  Perkins  hath,  in  one  of  his  prefatory 
pages  to  his  golden  chaine,  that  the  word,  and  feriptures 
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of  God  doe  conteync  a  fhort  upolupofis ,  or  platforme* 
not  onely  of  theology,  but  alfo  of  other  facred  fciences, 
(as  he  calleth  them)  attendants,  and  handmaids  thereunto, 
which  he  maketh  ethicks,  eoconomicks,  politicks,  church- 
govcrnment,  prophecy,  academy.  It  is  very  fuitable  to 
Gods  all-fufficient  wifdome,  and  to  the  fulnes  and  per¬ 
fection  of  Holy  Scriptures,  not  only  to  prefcribe  perfedt 
rules  for  the  right  ordering  of  a  private  mans  foule  to  ever- 
lafting  bleffednes  with  Mmfelfe,  but  alfo  for  the  right  or¬ 
dering  of  a  mans  family,  yea,  of  the  commonwealth  too, 
fo  farre  as  both  of  them  are  fubordinate  to  fpiritual  ends, 
and  yet  avoide  both  the  churches  ulurpation  upon  civill 
jurifdidtions,  in  or  dine  ad  fpiritualia ,  and  the  common¬ 
wealths  invafion  upon  ecclefialticall  adminiflrations,  in 
ordine  to  civill  peace,  and  conformity  to  the  civill  flare. 
Gods  inftitutions  (inch  as  the  government  of  church  and 
of  commonwealth  be)  may  be  clofe  andcompaft,  and  co¬ 
ordinate  one  to  another,  and  yet  not  confounded.  God 
hath  fo  framed  the  (late  of  church  government  and  ordi¬ 


nances, that  they  may  becompatible  toany  common-wealth, 
though  never  fo  much  difordered  in  his  frame.  But  yet 
when  a  commonwealth  hath  liberty  to  mould  his  owne 
frame  (fcriptur# plenitudinem  adoro)  Iconceyve  the  fcrip- 
ture  hath  given  lull  direction  for  the  right  ordering  of 
the  fame,  and  that,  in  fuch  fort  as  may  beft  maintevne  the 
euexia  of  the  church.  Mr.  Hooker  doth  often  quote  a 
faying  out  of  Mr.  Cartwright  (though  I  have  not  read  it 
in  him)  that  noe  man  fafltioneth  his  houfe  to  his  hangings, 
but  his  hangings  to  his  houfe.  It  is  better  that  the  com¬ 
monwealth  be  fafhioned  to  the  fetting  forth  of  Gods  houfe, 
which  is  his  church  :  than  to  accommodate  the  church 
frame  to  the  civill  (late.  Democracy,  I  uo  not  conceyve 
that  ever  God  did  ordeyne  as  a  hit  government  eyther  for 
church  or  commonwealth.  If  the  people  be  governors, 
who  fhall  be  governed?  As  for  monarchy,  and  arifto- 
cracy,  they  are  both  of  them  clearely  approoved,  and 
direfted  in  icripture,  yet  fo  as  referreth  the  foveraigntie 
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to  himfelfe,  and  fetteth  up  Theocracy  in  both,  as  the  bed 
forme  of  government  in  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
in  the  church. 

The  law,  which  your  Lordfhip  inftanceth  in  [that 
none  fhall  be  chofen  to  magiitracy  among  us  but  a  church 
member]  was  made  and  enafted  before  I  came  into  the 
country  ;  but  I  have  hitherto  wanted  fufficient  light  to 
plead  againft  it.  lft.  The  rule  that  diredeth  the  choice 
of  fupreame  governors,  is  of  like  asquitie  and  weight  in  all 
magiftrates,  that  one  of  their  brethren  (not  a  ftranger) 
fhoqld  be  let  over  them,  Deut.  17.  15.  and  Jethroes 
counfell  to  Mofes  was  approved  of  God,  that  thejudges, 
and  officers  to  be  fet  over  the  people,  ffiould  be  men 
fearing  God,  Exod,  18.  21.  and  Solomon  maketh  it  the 
joy  of  a  commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  autho¬ 
rity,  and  their  mourning  when  the  wicked  rule,  Prov.  29. 
21.  Jab  34.  30.  Your  Lordfhip’s  feare,  that  this  will 
bring  in  papal  excommunication,  is  iuft,  and  pious :  but 
let  your  Lordfhip  be  pleafed  againe  to  confider  whether  the 
confequence  be  neceffary.  Turpins  ejicitur  quam  non 
admit  titur :  non-memberfhip  may  be  a  juft  caufe  of  non- 
admiffion  to  die  place  of  magiitracy,  but  yet,  ejection  out 
of  his  member  (hip  will  not  be  a  juft  caufe  of  ejecting  him  out 
of  his  magiitracy.  A  godly  woman,  being  to  make  choice 
of  an  hufband,  may  juftly  refufc  a  man  that  is  eyther  caft 
out  of  church  fellowffiip,  or  is  not  yet  receyved  into  it, 
but  yet,  when  fhee  is  once  given  to  him,  ffiee  may  not 
rejed  him  then,  for  fuch  defed.  Mr.  Humfrey  was 
chofen  for  tin  affiftant  (as  I  heare)  before  the  colony  came 
over  hither  :  and,  though  he  be  not  as  yet  ioyned  into 
church  fellowffiip  (by  realon  of  the  ynfe tied nes  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  where  he  liveth)  yet  the  commonwealth  doe  ftill 
continue  his  magiflracy  to  him,  as  knowing  he  waiteth 
for  oppertunity  of  enioying  church  fellowffiip  ffiortly. 

When  your  Lordffi  p  doubxeth,  that  this  corfe  will  draw 
all  things  under  the  determination  of  the  church,  in  or  dine 
adfpiritwlia  (feeing  the  church  is  to  determine  who  fhall 
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be  members,  and  none  but  a  member  may  have  to  doe 
in  thegovernment  of  a  commonwealth)  bepleafed  (I  pray 
you)  to  conceyve,  that  magi  ft  rates  are  neyther  chofen  to 
office  in  the  church,  nor  doe  governe  by  directions  from 
the  church,  but  by  civill  lawes,  and  thofe  enafted  in  ge- 
nerall  corts,  and  executed  in  corts  of  iuftice,  by  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  afiiftants.  In  all  which,  the  church  (as  the  church) 
hath  nothing  to  doe :  onely,  it  prepareth  fitt  inftruments 
both  to  rule,  and  to  choofe  rulers,  which  is  no  ambition 
jn  the  church,  nor  difhonor  to  the  commonwealth,  the 
apoftle,  on  the  contrary,  thought  it  a  great  difhonor  and 
reproach  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  if  it  were  not  able  to 
yield  able  judges  to  heare  and  determine  all  caufes  amongft 
their  brethren,  i  Cor.  6.  i.  to  5.  which  place  alone  fetm- 
eth  to  me  fully  to  decide  this  queftion  :  for  it  plaindy 
holdeth  forth  this  argument :  It  is  a  fliame  to  the  church 
to  want  able  judges  of  civill  matters  (as  v.  5.)  and  an  auda¬ 
cious  aft  in  any  church  member  voluntarily  to  go  for  judg,- 
ment,  otherwhere  than  before  the  faints  (as  v.  j.)  then  it 
will  be  noe  arrogance  nor  folly  in  church  members,  nor 
prejudice  to  the  commonwealth,  if  voluntarily  they  never 
choofe  any  civill  judges,  but  from  amongft  the  faints,  fuch 
as  church  members  are  called  to  be.  But  the  former  is  cleare  : 
and  how  then  can  the  latter  be  avoyded.  If  this  therefore 
be  (as  your  Lordfhip  rightly  conceyveth  one  of  the  maine 
objeftions  if  not  the  onely  one)  which  hindereth  this  com¬ 
monwealth  from' the  entertainment  of  the  propofitions  of 
thofe  worthy  gentlemen,  wee  intreate  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  confider,  in  meeknes  of  wifdome, 
it  is  not  any  conceite  or  will  of  ours,  but  the  holy  counfell 
and  will  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (whom  they  feeke  to  ferve  as 
well  as  wee)  that  overruleth  us  in  this  cafe  :  and  wetruft 
will  overrule  them  alfo,  that  the  Lord  onely  may  be  exalted 
amongft:  all  his  fervants.  What  pittie  and  griefe’  were  it, 
that  the  obfervance  of  the  will  of  Chrift  fhould  hinder 
good  things  from  us  ! 

But  your  Lordlhip  doubteth,  that  if  fuch  a  rule  were 
tjeceffary,  then  the  church  eftate  and  the  belt  ordered 
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commonwealth  in  the  world  were  not  compatible.  But  let 
not  your  Lord fh ip  fo  concey  ve.  For,  the  church  fubmitteth 
it.dre  to  ail  the  lawes  and  ordinances  of  men,  in  whatcom- 
mon wealth  foever  they  come  to  dwell.  But  it  is  one  thine, 
to  fubmit  unto  what  they  have  noe  calling  to  reform?: 
another  thing,  voluntarily  to  ordeyne  a  forme  of  govern- 
fnent,  which  to  the  heft  difcerning  of  many  of  us  ^for  I 
Iptake  not  of  myfelfe)  is  exprefsly  contrary  to  rule.  Nor 
neede  your  Lordfliip  feare  (which  yeti  fpeake  with  fub- 
miffion  to  your  Lordfhips  better  judgment)  that  this  corle 
v;i:l  lay  fuch  a  foundation,  as  nothing  but  a  mere  demo¬ 
cracy  can  be  built  upon  it.  Bodine  confeffeth,  that  though 
it  be flatus  popularis,  where  a  people  choofe  their  owne 
governors  ;  yet  the  government  is  not  a  democracy,  if  it 
be  admimftred,  not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  governors, 
whether  one  (for  then  it  is  a  monarchy,  though  eledtive) 
or  by  many,  for  then  (as  you  know)  it  is  ariftocracy.  In 
which  relpedt  it  is,  that  church  government  is  iuftly  de- 
nyed  (even  by  Mr.  Robinlon)  to  be  democratical,  though 
the  people  choofe  their  owne  officers  and  ru'ers.  ° 
Nor  neede  wee  feare,  that  this  courfe  will,  in  time,  caft 
the  commonwealth  into  diftraftions,  and  popular  con- 
fufions.  For  (under  correction)  thefe  three  things  doe  not 
undermine,  but  doe  mutually  and  ftrongly  mainteyne  one 
another  (even  thofe  three  which  wee  principally  aime  at) 
authority  in  magiftrates,  liberty  in  people,  purity  in  the 
church.  Purity,  preferved  in  the  church,  will  preferve 
well  ordered  liberty  in  the  people,  and  both  of  them 
eftabli’h  well-ballanced  authority  ir\  the  magiftrates.  God 
is  the  author  oi  all  thefe  three,  and  neyther  is  himfelfe  the 
God  of  conlufion,--  nor  are  his  wayes  the  wayes  of  con- 
fufion,  but  of  peace. 

What  our  brethren  (magiftrates  or  minifters,  or  leading 
freeholders)  will  anfwer  to  the  relt  of  the  propofitions,  I 
ffiall  better  underftand  before  the  gentlemans  returne  from 
Con nedicurt,  who  brought  them  owr.  Mean  while  two 
of  the  pricipall  of  them,  the  generail  cort  hath  already 
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eondefcended  unto.  1.  In  eftablifliing  a  (landing  councell, 
who,  during  their  lives,  (hould  aflift  the  governor  in  ma¬ 
naging  the  chiefeft  affay.res  of  this  little  (late.  They  have 
chofen,  for  the  prefent,  onely  two  (Mr.  Winthrope  and  Mr. 
Dudley)  not  willing  to  choofe  more,  till  they  fee  what  fur¬ 
ther  better  choyfe  the  Lord  will  fend  over  to  them,  that  (o 
they  may  keep  an  open  doore,  for  fuch  defireable  gentle¬ 
men  as  your  Lordfhip  mentioned!.  2.  They  have  graunted 
the  governor  and  affiftants  a  negative  voyce,  and  referved 
to  the  freemen  the  like  liberty  alfo.  Touching  other 
things,  I  hope  to  give  your  Lordfhip  further  account, 
when  the  gentleman  returneth. 

He  being  now  returned,  I  have  delivered  to  him  an 
anfwer  to  the  reft  of  your  demands*,  according  to  the 
mindes  of  fuch  leading  men  amongft  us,  as  I  thought 
meete  to  confult  withall,  concealing  your  name  from  any, 
except  2  or  3,  who  alike  doe  concurr  in  a  joynt  defire  of 
yeilding  to  any  fuch  propofitions,  as  your  Lordfhip  de¬ 
ni  an  deth,  fo  farre  as  with  allowance  from  the  word  they 
may,  beyond  which  I  know  your  Lordfhip  would  not  re¬ 
quire  any  thing. 

Now  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (the  prince  of  peace)  keepe 
and  blefs  your  Lordfhip,  anddifpofe  of  all  your  times  and 
talents  to  his  bed  advantage  :  and  let  the  covenant  of  his 
grace  and  peace  reft  upon  your  honourable  family  and 
pofterity  throughout  all  generations. 

Thus,  humbly  craving  pardon  for  my  boldneffe  and 
length,  I  take  leave  and  reft. 

Your  Honours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

J.  c. 
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Copy  of  a  commiffion  for  regulating  Plantations, 

CHARLES,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 

riance  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

% 

To  the  right  reverend  father  in  God,  our  right  trufly  and 
well  beloved  counfel'our,  William,  by  the  providence  of 
Uod,  Archbnhop  of  Canterbury,  primate  and  metropoli¬ 
tan  of  ail  England  ;  to  our  right  trufly  and  well  beloved 
counfehour,  Thomas  Lord  Coventry,  Lord  Keeper  of 
our  great  feal  of  England  ;  to  our  right  reverend  father 
m  God,  our  right  trufly  and  well  beloved  counfellour, 
Kicnard,  by  the  providence  of  God,  Archbifhop  of  York, 
primate  and  metropolitan  of  England ;  to  our  right  trufly 
and  well  beloved  coufin  and  counfellour,  Richard  Earle 
of  Portland, and  high  treafurer  of  England ;  Henry  Earle 
Oi  Manchefler,  keeper  of  our  privy  feal;  Thomas  Earle 
of  Arundell  and  Surrey,  Earle  Marfhall  of  England  ; 
Edward  Earle  of  Dorfet,  chamberlaine  to  our  molt  dear 
confort  the  Queen  ;  and  to  our  trufly  and  well  beloved 

counfellour  Francis  Lord  Cottington,  chamberlaine  and 
under  treaiurgr  of  our  Exchequer  ;  Thomas  Edmunds, 
Knt.  treafurer  of  our  houfhold,  john  Cook,  Knt.  one  of 
our  principall  fecretariesofftate;  and  Francis  Windebank, 

another  of  our  principall  fecretarjes  of  llate,  Greetinq. 

* 

W  PI  ERE  AS  divers  of  the  fubjedts  of  us  and  of  our 
Jate  dear  father  King  James,  of  famous  memory, 
of  England,  King,  by  vertue  of  our  royaJl  authority, 
granted  not  only  to  enlarge  the  territories  of  our  empire, 
but  more  efpecially  to  propagate  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord 
jefus  Chriu,  having,  with  their  exceeding  induft-ry  and 
charge,  deduced  great  numbers  of  the  people  of  England 
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into  fevcral  colonies,  in  feverall  places  of  the  world,  either 
altogether  defert  and  unpeopled,  or  enjoyed  by  falvage 
and  barbarous  nations,  voyd  of  all  manner  of  knowledge 
of  Almighty  God,  wee,  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  eafe  and  tranquility  of  the  faid  fubjefls,  and  re- 
pofeing  allured  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  wifdom,  juftice 
and  providence,  do  conftitute  you,  our  laid  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  &c.  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  our  councel- 
lours,  and  to  you,  or  to  any  five  or  more  of  you,  do  com¬ 
mit  and  give  power  of  protection  and  government,  as  well 
over  the  faid  Englifh  colonies  already  planted,  as  over  all 
fuch  other  colonies,  which  by  any  of  our  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  hereafter,  lhall  be  deduced  into  any  other  like  parts 
whatfoever,  and  power  to  make  laws,  ordinances  and  con- 
ftitutions,  concerning  either  the  ftate  public  of  the  faid  co¬ 
lonies,  or  utility  of  private  perfons  and  their  lands,  goods, 
debts  and  fuccefiion  within  the  precinfls  of  the  fame,  and 
for  ordering  and  direfling  of  them,  in  their  demeanours  to¬ 
wards  forreigne  princes  and  their  people,  and  likewife  to¬ 
wards  us  and  our  fubjefts,  as  well  within  any  forreigne 
parts  whatfoever  beyond  the  feas,  as  during  their  voyages, 
or  upon  the  feas,  to  and  from  the  fame. 

And  for  relief  and  fupport  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  rule 
and  cure  of  the  foul^s  of  our  people  living  in  thole  parts, 
and  for  configning  of  convenient  maintenance  unto  them 
by  tythes,  oblations  and  other  profits  accrewing,  according 
to  your  good  difcretion,  with  the  advice  of  two  or  three 
of  our  bilhops,  whom  you  fhall  think  fitt  to  call  unto  your 
confultations,  touching  the  diftribution  of  fuch  mainte¬ 
nance  unto  the  clergy,  and  all  other  matters  ecclefiafticall, 
and  to  inflift  punifhment  on  all  offenders  or  violaters  of 
conftitutions  and  ordinances,  either  by  imprifonments  or 
other  reflraints,  or  by  lofs  of  life  or  members,  according  as 
the  quality  of  the  offence  fhall  require,  with  power  alfo 
(our  royall  affent  being  firft  had  and  obtained)  to  remove 
all  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  faid  colonies  (upon  juft 
caufe  appearing)  from  their  feveral  places,  and  to  appoint 
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others  in  their  ftead,  and  alfo  to  require  and  take  account 

you  (hTll'find  '"f  thUr  °ffiCe  an^overnment>  and  whom 
you  ihall  find  delinquents,  you  (hall  punilh,  either  by  de- 

priving^  them  of  their  feverall  places  and  provinces ^ver 
w  nch  they  are  appointed,  or  by  pecuniary  muldts  and  pe¬ 
nalties,  according  to  the  qualities  of  the  offences ;  and 
power  aLo  to  ordain  temporal  judges  and  civill  magiftrates 
to  determine  of  civiil  caufes,  with  fuch  powers,  in  fuch  a 
orme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you  (hall  feem  ex¬ 
pedient ;  and  alfo  to  ordain  judges,  magiftrates  and  of¬ 
ficer  for  and  concerning  courts  ecclefiafticall,  with  fuch 

power  and  fuch  a  forme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of 
you,  with  the  advice  of  the  bifhops  fuffragan  to  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  (hall  be  held 
meet  ;  and  power  to  conftitute  and  ordaine  tribunals  and 
couits  of  julhee,  both  ecclefiafticall  and  civill,  with  fuch 
power  and  m  them  forme  of  judicature,  and  manner  of 
procels  and  appeals  from  and  to  the  faid  courts,  in  all  cafes 
and  matters  as  wellcrimina!  as  civil),  both  perfonall,  reall 
and  rmxt,  arid  touching  the  determination  pertaining  to  any 
courts  of  jufttce,  ecclefiafticall  and  civil!,  ‘to  judge  thereof 
j.  deterrnir;e  ’  ProvidecI  neverthdefs,  the  faid  laws  or- 
dinances  and  conftitutions  Ihall  not  be  put  in  execution 
unull  our  royal  1  affent,  exprelfed  under  our  figne  at  leaft’ 
be  firft  ■ thereunto  had  and  obtained,  the  which  our  royal! 
afient  io  obtained,  together  with  the  faid  laws,  ordinances 
and  conftitutions,  being  publilhed  and  proclaimed  in  the 
provinces  in  which  they  are  to  be  executed,  the  faid  laws 
ordinances  and  conftitutions,  from  thenceforth,  Ihall  be  in 
force  in  <aw.;  and  we  do  hereby  will  and  command  all  per- 
fons  whom  it  (hall  concern,  inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve 
the  fame.  Notwithftanding,  it  may  and  Ihall  be  lawful  for 
you,  and  every  five  and  more  of  you,  with  our  roval  af- 
k:it,  the  laid  Jaws,  ordinances  and  conftitutions,  (tho’  fo 
publilhed  and  proclaimed  as  aforefaid)  to  alter,  revoke 
and  appeal,  and  other  new  laws,  &c.  in  forme  aforefaid, 
rom  time  to  time,  to  make  and  publifh  as  aforefaid,  and 


to  new  and  growing  evills  and  perills  to  apply  new  reme¬ 
dies,  in  fuch  manner,  and  fo  often  as  unto  you  (hall  appear 
to  be  neceflary  and  expedient. 

Know  yee  alfo,  that  wee  do  conftitute  you  the  laid 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  &c.*  and  every  five  or  more  of 
you,  our  committees,  according  to  your  good  difcretions, 
to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  at  the  entrance  and 
fuit  of  the  party  grieved,  whether  it  be  againft  the  whole 
colonies  themfelves  or  any  governor  or  officer  of  the 
fame,  or  whether  complaint  touching  wrongs  exhibited 
and  depending,  either  between  the  whole  bodies  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  or  any  private  member  thereof,  and  to  fummon 
the  perfons  before  you,  and  they  or  their  procurators  or 
agents  being  on  both  Tides  heard,  finally  to  determine 
thereof,  according  to  juflice.  Giving  moreover  and  grant¬ 
ing  to  you  and  any  five  or  more  of  you,  that  if  it  (hall  ap¬ 
pear,  than  any  officer  or  governor  of  the  faid  colonies, 
fhall  injurioufly  intend  and  ufurp  upon  the  authority,  power 
and  poffeffions  of  any  other,  or  fhall  unjuftly  wrong  one 
another,  or  lhall  not  fupprefs  all  rebells  to  us,  or  fuch  as 
fhall  not  obey  our  commands,  that  then  it  fhall  be  lawful 
(upon  advice  with  ourfelf  firft  had)  for  the  caufes  afore- 
faid,  or  upon  any  other  juft  reafon,  to  remand  and  caufe 
the  offender  to  returne  into  England,  or  into  any  other 
place,  according  as  in  your  good  difcretions  you  fhall 
think  juft  and  neceflary. 

And  wee  do  furthermore  give  unto  you,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  you,  letters  patents  and  other  writeings  what- 
foever,  of  us  or  of  our  royall  predeceflors  granted,  for  or 
concerning  the  planting  of  any  colonies,  in  any  countries, 
provinces,  iflands  or  territories  whatfoever,  beyond  the 
leas,  and  if,  upon  view  thereof,  the  fame  lhall  appear  to 
you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  to  have  been  lurrepti- 
tioufiy  and  unduly  obtained,  or  that  any  privileges  or  li¬ 
berties  therein  granted,  be  hurtful  to  us,  our  crown  or 
prerogative  royall,  or  to  any  foreign  princes,  to  caufe  the 
fame,  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  our  realm 

of 
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of  England,  to  be  revoked,  and  to  do  all  other  thing 

which  mall  be  neceffary,  for  the  wholefome  government 

and  prote&ion  of  the  faid  colonies  and  our  people  therein 
abideing.  r 

Wherefore,  wee  command  you,  that  you  diligently 
intend  the  premifes,  at  fuch  times  and  places  as  yourfelves, 
for  that  purpofe  fball  appoint,  charging  alfo  and  firmely 
commanding  all  prefidents  of  provinces  within  the  afore- 
faid  colonies,  now  planted  or  to  be  planted*  and  all  and 
every  the  faid  colonies  themfelves,  and  all  other  perfons 
whom  it  doth  concerne,  that  they  attend  you  in  the  pre¬ 
mifes,  and  be  obedient  to  your  commands  touching  the 
fame,  fo  often  as  they  (hall  be  thereunto  commanded,  at 
their  peril.  In  witness  whereof,  wee  caufed  thefe  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weftminfter 
28  day  of  April,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign.  * 
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N  U  M  B  E  R  V. 

Copy  of  the  General  Courts  Addrefle,  the  6th  of 

September  1638. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for 

foreigne  Plantations. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Mafiachufets 
in  New-England,  of  the  Generali  Court  there  affembled, 
the  6th  day  of  September,  in  the  14th  yeare  of  the 
Reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  King  Charles. 

I  L,, 

•  •  L 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  your  Lordfhips,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  4th  of  April  laft,  to  require  our  patent* 
to  be  fent  unto  you,  wee  do  hereby  humbly  and  fincerely 
profeffe,  that  wee  are  ready  to  yield  all  due  obedience  to 
our  foueraigne  Lord  the  King’s  majefty,  and  to  your 
Lordfhips  under  him,  and  in  this  minde  wee  left  our  na¬ 
tive  countrie,  and  according  thereunto,  hath  been  our 
practice  ever  fince,  foas  wee  are  much  grieved,  that  your 
Lordfhips  fhould  call  in  our  patent,  there  being  no  caufe 
knowne  to  us,  nor  any  delinquency  or  fault  of  ours  expreffed 
in  the  order  lent  to  us  for  that  purpofe,  our  government 
being  according  to  his  Majeftyes  grant,  and  wee  not 
anfwerable  far  any  defe&s  in  other  plantations,  See. 

This  is  that  which  his  Majeflies  fubjefls  here  doe  be¬ 
lieve  and  profeffe,  and  thereupon  wee  are  all  humble  fuitors 
to  your  Lordfhips,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into 
further  confideration  our  condition,  and  to  affoord  us  the 
liberty  of  fubjects,  that  we  may  know  what  is  layd  to  our 
charge  ;  and  have  leaive  anu  time  to  anfwer  for  ourlelves 
before  we  be  condemned  as  a  people  unworthy  of  his  Ma- 
jefties  favour  or  protection ;  as  for  the  quo  warranto  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  faid  order,  wee  doe  allure  your  Lordfhips 
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wee  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it,  and  if  wee  had, 
wee  doubt  not  but  wee  have  a  fufficient  plea  to  put  in. 

It  is  not  unknowne  tcryour  Lordfhips,  that  we  came  in¬ 
to  theie  remote  parts  with  his  Majefties  licence  and  en¬ 
couragement,  under  his  great  feale  of  England,  and  in  the 
confidence  wee  had  of  that  afiurance,  wee  have  tranfported 
our  families  and  eftates,  and  here  have  wee  built  and 
planted,  to  the  great  enlargement  and  fecuring  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefties  dominions  in  thefe  parts,  fo  as  if  our  patent  fhould 
now  betaken  from  us,  we  fhallbe  looked  on  as  runnigadoes 
and  outlawed,  and  fhall  be  enforced,  either  to  remove  to 
fome  other  place,  or  to  returne  into  our  native  country 
againe  ;  either  of  which  will  put  us  to  unfupportable  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  thefe  evils  (among  others)  will  neceffarily 
follow,  (i.)  Many  thoufand  fouls  will  be  expofed  to 
ruine,  being  layd  open  to  the  injuries  of  all  men.  (2.)  If 
wee  be  forced  to  defert  this  place,  the  reft  of  the  plantations 
(being  too  weake  to  fubfift  alone)  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
diffolve  and  goe  with  us,  and  then  will  this  whole  country 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or  Dutch,  who  would 
fpeedily  imbrace  luch  an  oppertunity.  (3.)  If  we  fhould 
]oofe  all  our  labour  and  ccfts,  and  be  deprived  of  thofe 
liberties  which  his  Majefty  hath  granted  us,  and  nothing 
layd  to  our  charge,  nor  any  fayling  to  be  found  in  us  in 
point  of  allegiance  (which  all  our  countrymen  doe  take 
notice  of  and  will  juftify  our  faithfulnefs  in  this  behalfe) 
it  will  difcourage  all  men  heereafter  from  the  like  under¬ 
takings  upon  confidence  of  his  Majeftyes  royal  grant. 
Laflly,  if  our  patent  be  taken  from  us  (whereby  wee  fup- 
pofe  wee  may  clayme  intereft  in  his  Majeftyes  favour 
and  protection)  the  common  people  here  will  confeive 
that  his  Majefty  hath  caft  them  off,  and  that,  heereby, 
they  are  freed  from  their  allegiance  and  fubjection,  and, 
thereupon,  will  be  ready  to  confederate  themfelves  under 
a  new  government,  for  their  neceffary  fafety  and  lubfi fi¬ 
ance,  which  will  be  of  dangerous  example  to  other  plan¬ 
tations,  and  perillous  to  ourfelves  of  incurring  his  Ma¬ 
jeftyes  difpleafure,  which  wee  would  by  all  means  avoyd. 

Upon 
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Upon  thefe  confideranons  wee  are  bold  to  renew  our 
humble  (applications  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  wee  may  be 
{offered  to  live  here  in  this  wilderneft,  and  that  this  poore 
plantation,  which  hath  found  more  favour  from  God  than 
many  others,  may  not  finde  lefle  favour  from  your  Lord- 
fhips ;  that  our  liberties  fhould  be  reffreyned,  when  others 
are  enlarged,  that  the  doore  fhould  be  kept  fhutt  unto  us, 
while  it  ftands  open  to  all  other  plantations,  that  men  of 
ability  fhould  be  debarred  from  us,  while  they  give  ineou- 
ragement  to  other  colonies. 

Wee  dare  not  quefficn  your  Lordfhips  proceedings  ; 
we  only  deffre  to  open  our  griefes  where  the  remedy  is  to 
be  expeded  :  If  in  any  thing  we  have  offended  his  Ma- 
jeffy  and  your  Lordfhips,  wee  humbly  proftrate  our fe lyes 
at  the  footftool  of  iupreame  authority ;  Jet  us  be  made  the 
objed  of  his  M  a]  eft  yes  clemency,  and  not  cut  off,  in  our 
fir  ft  appeal,  from  all  hope  of  favour.  Thus,  with  our 
earneft  prayers  to  the  King  of  Kings  for  long  life  and 
profpereety  to  his  facred  Majeffy  and  his  royall  family, 
and  for  all  honour  and  welfare  to  your  Lordfhips,  wee 
humbly  take  leave. 

This  is  a  true  copie  compared  with  the  original  on  file, 
as  attcfted. 

Edward  Ray/son*  Secretary* 
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The  Thefes  of  the  firft  Clafs  of  Graduates  at 
Harvard  College,  in  1642*. 

SpecUtiflimis  Pietate,  et  Illuftriffimis  Eximia  Virtute  Viris, 
D.  lohanni  IVinthropo ,  inclytse  Maflachufetti  Colonic 
Gubernatori,  D.  Johanni  Endicotto ,  Vice- 
Gubernatori,  D .  Thom.  Dudleo ,  D.  Rich . 
Bellinghamo ,  D.  Ichan.  Humphry  do , 

D.  Ifrael.  Stoughtono, 

Nec  non  Reverendis  pientiffimifque  viris  Cottono , 

Wilfono,  loan .  Davenport ,  Tbo.  JVeldo,  Hugoni 
Retro ,  7^0.  Shepardo ,  Collegij  Harvardenfis , 
nov.  Cantabr.  infpedtoribus  fideliffimis, 
ca^terifque  Magiftratibus,  &  Ecclefia- 
rum  ejufdem  Colonise  Prefbyteris 
vigilantiffimis. 

Has  Thefes  PhiJologicas,  &  Philofophicas,  quas,  Deo  duce, 
Prafide  Henrico  Dunjlero ,  palam  pro  virili  propugnare 
conabuntur  (honoris  &obfervantiacgrantia)  dicant 
confecrantque  in  artibus  liberalibus 
initiati  Adolefcentes. 

Benjamin  IVoodhrigius  |  Henricus  Sal  ton  ft  all  |  Nathaniel  Brufterus 

Georgius  Doavningus  |  lohanne s  Bulkleius  |  Samuel  Bellinghamus 
1 Qulielmus  Huh  bard  us  j  Ioannes  IV i  If  on  us  j  V’ Bernardus . 

Rhefes 


*  from  the  year  1642  to  the  year  1764,  inclufive,  2i24perfon: 
have  received  degrees  at  Harvard  College,  about  40  of  which  wer< 
honorary  degrees,  the  remainder  were  conferred  upon  fuch  as  hac 
been  admitted  dudents  there.  In  July  lad,  1091  of  the  perfon, 
graduated  remained  alive,  the  elded  of  whom  received  his  degre< 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1698.  The  falary  o-f  the  Preddent,  fron 
the  brd  foundation,  has  been,  annually,  granted  by  the  government 
of  the  colony  and  province,  beddes  annual  grants  which  have  beer 
made,  for  many  years  pad,  to  the  feveral  profeiTors  and  indnndors, 
where  the  foundations  have  been  infufficient.  The  chars 
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Tbefes  cPhllologicas. 

GRAMMATICAS. 

LINGUARUM  Scientia  eft  utijiffima. 

Liters  non  exprimunt  quantum  vocis  organa  efferurit, 

3.  Hsbrsa  eft  Linguarum  Mater. 

4.  Confonantes  &  vocales  Hasbreorum  font  costanes. 

5.  Pundationes  chatephats  fyllabam  proprie  not  efficiurtt. 

6.  Linguarum  Grasca  eft  copiofiffima. 

7.  Lingua  Grteca  eft  ad  accentus  pronuncianda, 

8.  Lin  gua  Latina  eft  eloquentiffima. 

of  the  feveral  buildings  alfo,  except  the  firfl  houfe  built  princi* 
paliy  by  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Harvard,  Stoughton-Hall,  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  Stoughton,  and  the  Chapel  Dy  Mrs.  Holden,  has 
always  been  born  by  the  government.  i  he  library,  confiding  of 
five  or  fix  thoufand  volumes,  many  of  them  by  the  mod  cele¬ 
brated  authors;  grew  out  of  donations  from  charitable  benefactors, 
unlefs  any  fmall  porch afes  have  been  made  out  of  the  college 
flock.  This  valuable  library,  together  with  the  apparatus,  and  the 
whole  of  the  college,  in  which  they  were  placed,  were  con  fumed 
by  fire,  in  January  1764.  Very  generous  prelents  have  been 
fince  made,  towards  the  library,  but,  as  yet,  far  lhort  of  pro¬ 
curing  one,  equal  to  the  former.  Of  the  many  benefactors  to 
the  college,  the  family  of  Hollis  Hands  the  fir  ft  upon  the  lift. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hollis  of  London,  who  died,  in  1731,  founded  two 
profefTorfhips,  one  of  divinity  and  the  other  of  mathetnaticks  and 
natural  philofophy.  He  gave  an  apparatus  for  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  and  made  great  and  frequent  additions  to  the  library. 
Several  other  branches  of  the  family  have  given  bountifully  to 
the  college,  particularly  the  prefbnt  Mr.  Hollis  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
who,  bcfldes-  his  donations  to  the  former  library,  has  given  largely 
towards  the  new  library  now  collecting.  The  general  court,  having 
caufed  a  cew  college  to  be  built  in  the  year  1763,  which  cell: 
between  four  and  five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  it  has  taken  the 
name  of  Hollis -Hall,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  benefactions 
of  this  worthy  family.  1  fuppofe  the  donation  of  Thomas  Han¬ 
cock,  Efq;  late  of  Boilon  deceafed,  who  gave  one  thoufand  pounds 
fter’iing  towards  founding  a  profefforfhip  for  the  oriental  languages, 
is  the  next  in  value.  His  executor  and  refiduary  legatee,  Mr.  John 
Hancock,  being  informed  of  his  teftator’s  intention  to  have  given 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  more,  towards  the  library,  gerieroully 
gave  the  fame  fum  for  the  fame  pnrpofe. 
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Rhetoricas. 


RHE.1  ORICA  fpecie  differt  a  Logica, 

In  Elocutione perfpicuitati  cedit  ornatu$,ornatui copia. 

3.  Actio  primas  tenet  in  pronunciatione. 

4.  Oratoris  eft  celare  Artem. 


L  O  G  I  C  A  S. 


UNIVERSALIA  non  funt  extra  intelledhim. 

Omnia  Argumenta  non  funt  relata. 

3,  Caufa  fine  qua  mn  eft  p eculiaris  caufa  a  quatuor 
reliquis  generalibus. 

4.  Caufa  et  effedtus  funt  fimul  tempore. 

5.  Diffentanea  funt  asque  nota. 

6.  Contrarietas  eft  tanturn  inter  duo. 

7.  Sublato  relato  tollitur  correlatum. 

8.  Genus  perfedtum  aequaliter  communicator  fpecie  bus. 

9.  Teftimonium  valet  quantum  teftis. 
jo.  Elenchorum  dodlrina  in  Logica  non  eft  necefiaria. 
11.  Axiom  a  contingens  eft,  quod  ita  verum  eft,  ut  ali- 
quando  falfum  eiTe  poffit. 

1  2.  Prsecepta  Artium  debent  efle  kata  pantos,  hath ’  auto7 
katti  olou  proton . 


Thefes  Philo fop  hie  as. 

ETHICAS. 


PHILOSOPHIA  pradtica  eft  eruditionis  meta. 
Adlio  virtutis  habitum  antecellit. 

.  Voluntas  eft  virtutis  moralis  fubjedtum. 

.  Voluntas  eft  formaliter  libera. 

.  Prudentia  virtutum  difficillima. 

,  Prudentia  eft  virtus  intelledbualis  &  moralis 

7.  Juftitia  mater  omnium  virtutum. 
b\  Mors  potiusfubeiinda  quam  aliquidculpseperpetrandum?. 
9.  Non  injufte  agit  nifi  qui  libens  agit. 

10.  Mentiri  poteft  qui  verum  dicit. 

11.  Juveni  modeftia  fummum  ornamentum. 

7  PHYSIC  AS. 
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PHY  SICAS. 

CORPUS  naturale  mobile  eft  fubjedtum  Phyfics. 

Materia  fecunda  non  poteft  exiftere  fine  forma. 

3.  Forma  eft  accidens. 

4.  Unius  rei  non  eft  nifi  unica  forma  conftitutiva. 

5«  Forma  eft  principium  individuationis. 

6.  Privatio  non  eft  principium  internum. 

7.  Ex  meris  accidentibus  non  fit  fubftantia, 

8.  Quicquid  movetur  ab  alio  movetur. 

9.  In  omni  motu  movens  fimul  eft  cum  mobili. 

10.  Coelum  non  movetur  ab  intelligentijs. 

1  r.  Non  dantur  orbes  in  ccelo. 

12.  Quodlibet  Elementum  habet  unam  ex  primis  qualita- 
tibus  libi  maxirne  propriam. 

13.  Putredo  in  humido  fit  a  calore  externo. 

14.  Anima  non  fit  ex  traduce. 

15.  Vehemens  lenfibile  deftruit  fenfum. 


METAPHISICAS. 


Omne  creatum  eft  concretum. 

3.  Quicquid  sternum  idem  &  immenfum. 

4.  Bonum  Metaphyficum  non  fufcipit  gradus. 


MNE  ens  eft  bonum. 
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>py  of  the  determination  of  arbitrators  for  fettling 
the  line  between  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch, 
in  1650. 


ARTICLES  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  upon, Connedticut,  Sept.  19,  1650,  betwixt  the 
delegates  of  the  honored  commuTioners  of  the  united 
Englifhe  colonies,  and  the  delegates  of  Peter  Stuyvefant, 
governor  genera!)  of  Newe-Netherlands. 

Concerning  the  bounds  and  Iymits  betwixt  the  Englifhe 
united  Collonies  and  the  Dutch  province  of  New- 
Netherlands,  wee  agree  and  determine  as  follovveth. 


A  *  a  m  v  •  *m“  “  A  *  • 

1.  ^ 


ftreight  and  diredt  line  to  the  fea,  fhall  be  the  bounds  be- 
tweene  the  Engliihe  and  Dutch  there  ;  theeafterly  part  to 
belonge  to  the  Engiifh,  the  weftermoft  part  to  the  Dutch. 

2.  The  bounds,  upon  the  maine,  to  begin  upon  the 
weft  fide  of  Greenwich  bay,  being  about  four  miles  from 
Stamford,  and  fo  to  run  a  wefteriy  line  20  miles  up  into 
the  country,  and  after,  as  it  fhall  be  agreed  by  the  two 
governments  of  the  Dutch  and  Newe-Haven,  provided 
the  faid  line  runn  not  within  tenn  miles  of  Hudfon’s  river. 
And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  Dutch  fhall  not,  at  any  tyme 
hereafter,  build  any  houfe  or  habitation  within  fix  miles  of 
the  laid  line,  the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain  (till 
further  confideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Dutch, 

3,  That  the  Dutch  fhall  hould  and  enioy  all  the  lands 
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or  fett  out  by  certaine  merkes  and  bounces,  and  all  the 
remainder  of  the  laid  lands,  on  both  Tides  of  Connecticut 
river,  to  be  and  remaine  to  the  Englifh  there. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  aforefaid  bounds  and  lymyts, 
both  upon  the  ifland  and  maine,  fhall  be  obferved  and 
kept  inviolable,  both  by  the  Englifhe  of  the  united 
collonies  and  all  the  Dutch  nation,  without  any  encroach¬ 
ment  or  moleftatien,  until  a  full  determination  be  agreed 
upon  in  Europe,  by  mutual  confent  or  the  two  ftates  of 
England  and  Holland. 

And  in  teftimony  of  our  joint  confent  to  the  fevera! 
foregoing  conditions,  wee  have  hereunto  fett  our  hands 
this  19th  day  of  yber,  1650. 


Symon  Bradftreete 
Tho:  Prence 


Tho:  Willet 
Theo:  Baxter. 
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Copy  of  a  petition  to  the  Parliament  in  i6j  i. 

‘Jo  the  mod  honourable  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
wealtn  or  England,  the  fupreme  authorise,  Greeting. 

The  humble  petition  of  die  general  court  of  the 
Maffachufetts~Bay  in  New  England. 

1  |  '■%  HERE  coming  to  our  handes,  net  long  fince,  a 
printed  proclamation,  prohibiting  Trade  with  Vir- 
ginea,  xiai  oados,  Bermuda  and  Antego,  or  which 
we  were  obfervant  (though  to  the  great  Ioffe  and 
prejudice  of  the  whole  colonie)  about  the  end  thereof  we 
found,  that  the  parliament  had  given  power  to  the  counfaile 
oi  (late  ro  place  governors  and  cornmiffioners  (without 
exception)  in  all  the  colonies  of  the  Englifh  in  America, 
wherein  we  finding  ouridves  comprehended  as  wrapped 
up  in  one  bundle  with  all  the  other  colonies  •,  our  cafe  be¬ 
ing  different  from  all  other  Engiiffi  colonies  in  America 
for  ought  we  know  or  have  heard  :  Alfo  fince  receiving 
information  by  Mr.  Winnow  our  agent,  that  it  is  the  par¬ 
liaments  plealure  that  we  fhould  take  a  new  patent  from 
them,  and  keep  our  courts,  and  iffue  our  warrants  in  their 
names,  which  we  have  not  nfed  either  in  the  late  Kinges 
pme  or  fince,  not  being  able  to  difeerne  the  need  of  fuch 
2\\  injunction  :  Thefe  thinges  make  us  doubt  and  fear 
what  is  intended  towards  us.  Let  it  therefore  pleas  you, 
moff  honourable,  we  humbly  entreat,  to  take  notice, 
hereby,  what  were  our  orders,  upon  what  conditions  and 
with  what  authority  we  came  hither,  and  what  we  have 
done  fince  our  coming.  We  were  the  firfl  moovers  and 
undertakers  of  foe  great  an  attempt,  being  men  able  enough 
to  live  in  England  with  our  neighbours  and  being  helpful! 
19  p tilers,  and  not  needing  the  help  of  any  for  outward 

thinges, 


t  hinges,  about  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  fince,  feeing 
juft  caufe  to  feare  the  perfection  of  the  then  bifhops  and 
high  commiffion,  for  not  conforming  to  the  ceremonies 
then  prefled  upon  the  confciences  of  thofe  under  their 
power,  we  thought  it  our  fafeft  CQurfe  to  get  to  this  out' 
fide  of  the  world,  out  of  their  view  and  beyond  their 
reach.  Yet  before  we  refolved  upon  foe  great  an  under¬ 
taking,  wherein  fhould  be  hazarded  not  only  all  oureftates 
but  alloe  the  lives  of  ourfelves  and  our  posterity,  both  in 
the  voyage  at  fea  (wherewith  we  were  unacquainted)  and 
in  coming  into  a  wildernefs  uninhabited  (unlels  in  fome 
few  places  by  heathen  barbarous  Indians)  we  thought  it 
necefiary  to  procure  a  patent  from  the  late  King, 'who  then 
ruled  all,  to  warrant  our  removal!  and  prevent  future  in- 
conveniencies,  and  loe  did.  By  which  patent,  liberty  and 
power  was  granted  to  us  to  live  under  the  government  of 
a  governour,  magiftrates  of  our  owne  chuflng,  and  under 
laws  of  our  owne  making  (not  being  repugnant  to  the 
iawes  of  England)  according  to  which  patent  we  have  go¬ 
verned  ourfelves  above  this  twenty-three  years,  we  coming 
hither  at  our  proper  charges,  without  the  help  of  the  flare, 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  freedome  of  our  goods  from 
cuflorn,  and  having  expended,  firft  and  laft,  in  our  tranf- 
portation,  building,  fencinge,  warre  with  the  Indians, 
fortifying,  fubduing  the  earth  in  making  it  fit  for  culture, 
divers  hundereth  of  thoufand  poundes  •,  and  have  now  made 
the  place  foe  habitable  that  we  are  enabled  to  live  in  a 
mean  and  low  condition,  andalfoe  to  furnifh  other  places 
with  corne,  beife,  pork,  maftes,  clapboord,  pipe  ftaves, 
fifli,  beaver,  otter,  and  other  commodities,  and  hoped  that 
our  pofterity  fhoul.d  reape  the  fruit  of  our  labours,  and  en¬ 
joy  the  liberties  and  privileges  we  had  obteiqedfor  them, 
and  for  which  we  have  payd  foe  dear  and  run  foe  great 
hazards.  And  for  our  carriage  and  demeanour  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  parliament,  for  thefe  ten  years,  flnee  the  firft  be¬ 
ginning  of  your  differences  with  the  late  King  and  the 
warre  that  after  enfuied,  we  have  conftantly  adheared  to 
you,  not  withdrawing  ourfelves  in  your  weakeft  condition 

and 
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and .  doubtfulleft  times,  but  by  our  farting  and  prayers  for 
youi  good  iuccelle,  and ourthankigiving  afterthe  fame  was 
attained,  in  dayes  of  folemnity  let  apart  for  that  purpofe 
as  alioe  by  our  fending  over  ufeful  men  (others  aifoe  a0;n^ 
voluntarily  from  us  to  help  you)  who  have  been  offmod 
u.e  and  done  good  acceptable  fervices  to  the  army, &  de¬ 
claring  to  the  world  heerby,  that  fuch  was  the  duty  and 
Jove  we  beare  unto  the  parliament,  that  we  were  ready 
to  rife  and  fall  with  them  ;  for  which  w.e  have  buffered  the 
hatred  and  threats  of  other  Englifh  colonies,  now  in  re¬ 
bellion  again  ft  you,  as  aifoe  the  Ioffe  of  divers  of  our 
fhippes  and  goods,  taken  by  the  King’s  party  that  is  dead 
by  others  commiffioned  by  the  King  of  Scotts,  and  by  the 
-Portugalls.  All  which  if  you  fhall  pleas  juftly  and  favour¬ 
ably  to  confider,  we  cannot  but  hope,  but  that,  as  you  have 
formerly  conferred  many  favours  upon  us,  foe  it  fhall  aoe 
noe  worle  with  us,  than  it  did  under  the  late  King  ;  and 
that  the  frame  of  our  government  fhall  not  be  changed, 
and  enftead  of  governour  and  magiftrates  yearly  by  our- 
relves  chofen,  have  other  impofed  upon  us  againll  our 
wills ;  wherein  if  our  hopes  fliould  deceave  us  (which  God 
forbid)  we  fhall  have  caufe  to  fay  we  have  fallen  into  hard 
times,  and  fit  downs  and  fign  out  our  too  late  repentance 
for  our  coming  hither,  and  patiently  bear  what  fhall  be 
impofed  upon  us  ;  our  adverffty  in  fuch  a  cafe  being  the 
greater,  becaufefome  of  us  are  too  old,  and  all  oureftates 
growne  too  weake  (except  a  very  few)  to  feek  out  a  new 
corner  of  the  world  to  inhabit  in.  But,  as  we  faid  before, 
we  hope  that  this  moft  honourable  parliament  will  not  call 
iuch  as  have  adheared  to  you  and  depended  upon  you, 
as  we  have  done,  mco  foe  deep  dd'paire,  from  the  fear  of 
winch  we  humbly  defire  to  be  fpeedily  freed  by  a  juft  and 
gracious  anfwer ;  which  will  frelhly  bind  us  to  pray  and 
ufe  all  lawful!  endeavours  for  the  bleffing  of  God  upon 
you  and  the  prefent  government. 

W e  will  conclude,  moft  honourable,  our  humble  peti¬ 
tion  with  theheartie  acknowledgments  of  thegoodnes  of 
God  towards  us,  who  hath  put  into  your  hearts  gracioufly 

to 
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to  conferre  upon  us  fo  many  undeferved  favours  and  great 
privileges,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  in  helping  on  the  great 
work  of  God  here  amongft  us,  in  taking  off  the  cuftomes 
from  us,  in  enlarging  your  fund  of  bountie  towards  us 
for  the  propagating  ot  the  golpel  among  t  e  natives 
with  us,  which  work  God  profpereth  beyond  expedition 
in  fo  few  years  ;  in  doing  us  that  juftice  in  oppinga  ap¬ 
peals  from  hence  to  you,  in  fending  over  many  ervants 
to  us,  in  vouchfafeing  to  have  a  tender  care  over  us  upon 
all  occafions  ;  for  thefe,  and  lor  all  other  manifold  encou¬ 
ragements  receaved  from  the  moft  honourable  court  of 
parliament,  as  we  are  bound  to  praiie  and  magnify  t  e 
name  of  our  good  God,  fo  we  acknowledge  it  our  bounden 
dutie,  not  only  to  be  heartilie  thankfull  to  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  but  ever  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  (ft  it  be  his 

aood  pleafure)  will  fo  eftablifh  you  the  fupreame  authorme 

of  that  commonwealth,  that,  all  your  enemies  being  u  - 
dued,  you  may  rule  in  peace  and  profperkie,  to  his  glone 
and  your  owne  comfort'  here  on  earth,  and  everlaftinghe 
raigne  with  him  in  glorie  hereafter,  which  are  the  earnelt 

delires  and  fervent  prayers  of 

Moft  honourable. 

Your  humble  fervants, 

J.  E. 
T.  D. 
Ed.  R. 

In  the  name  and  of  the  court. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter 

1  ^  5 1  >  from 
Maffachufets. 


to  Oliver  Cromwell  in 
the  General  Court  of  the 


To  the  right  honorable  his  Excellence  the  Lord 

General  Cromwell. 

R'ght  Honb]e* 

EE  acknowledge  ourfelves  in  all  dutie  bound,  not 
only  to  take  due  notice  of  that  tender  care  and 
uncderved  refped  your  excellence  hath,  upon  all  occa- 
Youduafed  unto  the  poor  defpifed  colon ie  of  the 
Maffachufets  in  New- England,  but  alfo  to  acknowledge 
ourfelves  ever  obliged  toferve  you,  and  to  improve  that 
intend  which,  through  grace,  we  have  obtained  in  Jehovah 
tne  God  of  armies,  toprofperyou  and  yourgreatand  godly 
undertakings  to  his  glorie  and  your  everlafting  comfort. 

i  ouu  reacunes,  right  honorable,  to  doe  us  good,  hath 
occafioneci  thc,e  lines  to  be  prefented  to  your  excellence, 
to  the  end  that  no  priuat  information  may  occalion  your 
•  •■onor  (contrane  to  your  aymes  and  ends)  to  prejudice  this 
coionie,  by  inviting  over  many  of  the  inhabitants  thereof 
to  be  transplanted  into  Ireland  j  wherein,  although  we 
vu  ne  be.etve  that  your  honor  aymes  at  the  glorie  of  God 

yet  (with  fauorj  we  conceave 
it.  wy,  teno  to  the  contrane,  for  thefe  reafons  following 

J  W-’  -  J  ^  d|,d  Pr0^fi'e’  We  cameinC0  thefe  remote 
urtes  of  tne  earth  to  tmoy  the  liberties  ofthegofpel  in 

ineirpur.t.e  which  hitherto,  we  have  (through  fheVrace 

t  etf  •  r°yl  rdbaint’ thefe  23  Years  and  above. 
_1  '  K7  ISn  0  f"J,d  ground  for  any  defect  therein,  that 
we  know,  that  fhould  occalion  a  remoue. 


Secondlie, 


r. 
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Secondlie,  God  hath  bleffedthecountrey  with  plentie 
of  food  of  all  kindes,  generallie  through  the  land,  info- 
much  that  there  are  many  thoufands  of  bufhels  of  graine, 
and  other  provifions,  of  beef,  pork,  &c.  yearly  transported 
to  other  places.  And  where  there  be  any  poore  people 
through  age,  orweaknes,  or  Ioffes  by  fire  or  other  hand  of 
God  upon  them  or  their  eftates,  the  churches  or  towns,  or 
both,  doe  contribute  to  their  wants.  So  that  povertie  can¬ 
not,  truely,  be  alleaged  to  be  a  ground  of  remouall. 

Thirdlie,  We  know  not  a  more  healthie  place  in  the 
whole  world,  for  the  general,  than  this  land.  Therefore, 
there  can  be  no  ground  of  remouing  for  want  of  health. 

Fourthlie,  Weknownotany  countrey  more  peace¬ 
able  and  free  from  warre,  for  the  prefent,  through  the 
mercy  of  God.  What  our  unthankfullnefs  may  bring 
upon  us,  the  juft  God  onlie  knowes  ;  but  we  defire  the 
Lord  fo  to  guide  us,  that  we  may  not  provoke  the  eyes 
of  his  jelofie  againff  us.  Soe  that  we  may  conceave  there 
is  no  juft  ground  of  remouall  in  that  refpect. 

Fifthlie,  God.  is  pleafed  hitherunto  to  maintayne 
unto  us  all  his  ordinances  both  in  church  and  common¬ 
wealth,  whereby,  fpreading  errors  in  judgement  are  /up- 
preffed,  and  prophanenes  and  wickednes  in  praftice  punifh- 
ed  according  to  rule  and  the  beft  light  God  is  pleafed  to 
vouchfafe  unto  us.  So  that  we  cannot  fee  ground  of  re- 
moueall  for  any  defedl  in  thefe  particulars. 

Sixthlie,  God  hath  made  this  colonie  to  be  inftru- 
mentall  in  the  converfion  of  fome  of  the  natiues  amongft 
us,  and  many  more  are  hopefull  to  fubmitt  to  the  gofple 
and  beleeve  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  that  worke  is  brought 
to  this  perfedlion  alreadie,  that  fome  of  the  Indians  them- 
feivescan  pray  and  prophefie,  in  a  comfortable  manner,  to 
the  reft,  with  great  gravitie,  reverence  and  zeale,  and  can 
write  and  read  Englifh  and  Indian  comfortably.  And 
many  fcores  of  them  affemble  together  upon  their  ledturc 
davs,  and  are  well  affefted  to  the  gofple.  So  that  although 
this  may  notfeeme  to  be  an  argument  fufficitnt  to  hinder 

fome  from  removing,  yet  it  might  be  a  juft  ground  oi 

con- 


confederation  for  many  to  turne  their  backs  upon  fo  hope- 
-full  and  glorious  a  worke. 

Lastlie,  The  great  noife  and  general  report  of  fo 
many  invited,  and  intending  to  tranfpiant  themfelves  into 
Ireland,  hath  occasioned  fome  difcouragement  and  weaken¬ 
ing  to  the  whole  bodie  of  the  colonie,  and  neceflarilie  brings 
an  ill  report  upon  the  land,  as  if  defective  in  that  which 
make  for  a  people’s  comfortable  fubfiftance,  which  cannot 
be  but  difhonourable  to  our  good  God,  who  hath  done 
fo  much  for  us  as  he  hath  done,  and  confequentlie  not 
comfortable  to  fuch  amongSt  us  as  have  occafioned  it. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  (right  honourable/ it  is  not  our 
purpofe,  in  laying  down  theie  reafons  before  your  excel¬ 
lence,  to  hinder  any  families  or  perfons  to  remoue  to  any 
partes  of  the  world  where  God  calleth  them.  And  there 
is  a  law,  long  fmce  established  amongft  us,  that  granteth 
fuch  a  libertie.  But  our  intent  onlie  is  to  let  your  excel¬ 
lence  understand  the  ftite  and  condition  of  this  people, 
that  God  may  have  his  due  praifes,  and  that  your  honor 
may  not  be  wronged  (by  particular  information)  of  the  Slate 
of  this  colonie;  that,  accordingly,  your  excellence  may  a  61 
as  you  final!,  lor  the  future,  in  your  wifdome,  fee  meete. 

Furthermore,  we  humbly  petition  your  excellence 
to  be  pleafed  to  Shew  us  what  fauor  God  Shall  be  pleafed 
to  diredl  you  unto  on  our  behaife,  to  the  mofl  honorable 
parliament,  unto  whom  we  have  now  prefented  a  petition. 
The  copy  of  it,  verbatim,  we  are  bold  to  fend  herewith, 
that,  if  God  fo  pleafe,  we  may  not  be  hindered  in  our 
comfortable  proceedings  in  the  worke  of  God  heere  in  this 
wiidernes.  Wherein,  as  for  other  fauors,  we  fhall  be 
bound  to  pray,  that  the  Captain  of  the  hoaftof  Ifraell  may 
be  with  you  and  your  whole  army,  in  all  your  great  enter- 
prifes,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  the  fubduing  of  his  and  your 
enemies,  and  your  ever  la  It  mg  peace  and  comfort  in  Jefus 
Chrifl.  In  whom  we  are,  Right  Honble> 

Your  molt  oblUecl  iervants, 
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NUMBER  X. 

Copy  of  an  Addrefs  to  Oliver  Cromwell^ 

in  1654. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

IT  hath  beene  no  final  comfort  to  us  poor  exiles,  in 
thefe  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth  (who  fometimes  felt 
and  often  feared  the  frownes  of  the  mighty)  ro  have  had 
the  experience  of  the  good  hand  of  God,  in  raifinge  up 
fuch,  whofe  endeavours  have  not  beene  wantinge  to  our 
welfare  :  amongft  whom,  we  have  good  caufe  to  give  your 
highnefs  the  firft  place  :  who  by  a  continued  feries  of  fa¬ 
vours  have  obliged  us,  not  only  while  you  moved  in  a 
lower  ©rbe,  but  fince  the  Lord  hath  called  your  highnefs 
to  fupreame  authority,  whereat  we  rejoice  and  fhal  pray 
for  the  continuance  of  your  happy  government,  that  under 
your  fhadow  not  only  ourfelves,  but  all  the  churches  may 
find  reft  and  peace.  The  afifurance  of  your  highnefs’s 
endeavours  for  that  end  wee  have  lately  received  by  Major 
Sedgwick  and  Capt.  Leveritt,  for,  notwithftanding  the 
urgent  and  important  occafions  wherewith  your  highnefs 
is  prefled,  yet  your  goodnefs  hath  compelled  you  to  be 
mindful  of  us,  and  to  give  fuch  royal  de'monftration  of 
your  grace  and  favour,  far  beyond  what  vve  dared  to  ex¬ 
pert  ordefire,  upon  intelligence  of  our  condition  prefer. ted 
to  your  highnefs  by  feme  private  friends,  whofe  well  mean- 
inge  to  us,  muftexcufe  their  miftake;  which  hath  made  us 
confident,  that  our  attendance  to  your  pleafure,  in  fur- 
nifhinge  the  laid  gentlemen  with  voluntiers,  for  your 
highnefs’s  fervice  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhatas,  will 
be  acceptable  :  with  whom  alfo,  in  complyance  with  our 
nation,  ever  fince  wee  heard  of  the  warr,  we  have  de¬ 
barred  ourfelves  of  all  commerce  *,  and  have  beene  exer- 
cilcd  with  ferious  and  confciencious  thoughts  of  our  duty 
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in  this  juncture  of  affaires  ;  therefult  whereof  was  in  May 
1653,  That  it  was  mod  agreeable  to  the  gofpel  of  peace 
which  we  profefs,  and  fa  felt  for  thefe  colonyes,  at  thisfea- 
fon,  to  forbeare  the  Life  of  the  lword  ;  and  though  fome 
of  the  other  colonyes  feemed  to  be  of  another  mind,  yet 
there  wanted  the  concurrence  of  fuch  a  number  of  the 
commifiioners  to  aft  accordingly,  without  whofe  confent 
foregoinge  (by  the  articles  of  our  confederation)  no  warr 
may  be  undertaken.  Wee  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what 
was  then  under  confideration,  to  put  us  upon  that  under¬ 
taking,  in  reference  to  our  own  intereft,  which  we  ought 
to  underhand  and  fhould  attend,  equally  with  our  friends 
not  more  concerned  than  ourfelves  *,  wherein  if  wee 
fhould  be  miftaken,  wee  hope  wee  fhall  not  be  loafers  with 
God  or  good  men,  by  our  tendernefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
importance,  and  fufpendinge  our  aftings,  till  wee  fee  cleare 
and  fatisfyinge  grounds  of  our  undertakings,  fo  highly 
tendinge  to  the  violation  of  our  peace,  the  almofl  onely 
bleffinge  remaining  to  us,  of  all  our  outward  comforts  $ 
the  Ioffe  whereof,  with  the  neceffary  confequents,  would 
add  fuch  weight  to  our  other  fu  fieri  ngs  as  might  over- 
whelme  us  in  forrow,  and  in  that  refpeft,  render  us  of  all 
men  moft  miferable  ;  which  wee  areaffured  is  fo  far  from 
your  gracious  intentions,  that  wee  have  no  doubt,  but  the 
liberty  wee  have  taken,  of  the  waies  propofed  by  your 
highnefs,  to  take  that  which  is  in  our  underftandinge,  the 
mofi  confifteot  with  our  peace  and  welfare  will  be  molt 
acceptable  to  your  highnefs,  and  indeed  wee  cannot  but 
acknowledge  it  a  gracious  providence  of  God,  and  a  high 
favour  and  gentlenefs  in  your  highnefs  towards  us,  that 
when  the  objeft  of  your  defire  was  our  good,  the  meanes 
to  attaine  that  end  fhould  no  way  prefsus  :  for,  with  all 
readinefs,  wee  haue  confented  the  laid  gentlemen  may 
raife  500  voluntiers,  armed  and  furnifhedfor  your  lervice, 
within  our  ju'rifdiftion,  which  is  a  large  proportion  out  of 
ourfmall  numbers,  especially  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
wherein  the  prefiinge  occafions  of  harveft  doe  call  for  ail 
our  hands  to  attend  that  fervice,  lead  the  following  winter 
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punidi  us  for  our  negledt  :  Yet  have  wee  willingly  run 
this  hazzard,  that  wee  might,  in  fome  meafure,  manifeft 
our  devotion  to  your  fervicc,  in  what  wee  may.  Sir,  be 
pleafed  to  beleeve  us,  that  our  harts  and  our  affedtions  to 
your  highnefs  are  fincere,  and  that  wee  fhould  account  it 
our  unhappinefs,  and  ranke  it  amongft  our  greateft  fuffer- 
ings,  to  incurr  your  highnefs’s  difpleafure,  though  wee 
thould  never  feele  the  effedts  thereof.  If,  therefore,  our 
underftandings  have  in  any  thing  miflead  us,  we  mod  hum¬ 
bly  crave  your  pardon,  and  that  your  highnefs  be  pleafed 
to  retaine  us  in  your  good  opinion  and  favour,  and  wee 
fhall  ever  pray  the  Lord,  your  protedfor  in  all  your  dangers, 
that  hath  crowned  you  wich  honor  after  your  long  fervice, 
to  lengthen  your  daies,  that  you  may  long  continue  Lord 
Protedtor  of  the  3  nations,  and  of  the  churches  of  Chrift 
Jefus.  In  whom  we  are. 

Sir, 

Your  Highnefs’s 

24th  Auguft,  devoted  fervants, 

j654. 

The  General  Court  of  the  Maflatufets. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  government  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  concerning  the  Quakers. 

Much  honoured  Gentlemen, 

PLE  AS  E  you  to  underftand,  that  there  hath  come  to 
our  view  a  letter  fubfcribed  by  the  honour’d  gentle¬ 
men  commiffioners  of  the  united  coloneys,  the  contents 
whereof  are  a  requeft  concerning  certayne  people  caled 
quakers,  come  among  us  lately,  &c. 

Our  defires  are,  in  all  things  pofiible,  to  purfue  after 
and  keepe  fayre  and  loving  corefpondence  and  entercourfe 
with  all  the  colloneys,  and  with  all  our  countreymen  in 
New-England  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  we  have  endeavoured 
(and  fhall  ftill  endeavour)  to  anfwere  the  defires  and  re- 
quefts  from  all  parts  of  the  countrey,  coming  unto  us,  in 
all  juft  and  equal]  returnes,  to  which  end  the  coloney  have 
.made  feafonable  provifion  to  preferve  a  juft  and  equal  en¬ 
tercourfe  between  the  coloneys  and  us,  by  giving  juftice  to 
any  that  demand  it  among  us,  and  by  returning  fuch  as 
make  efcapesfrom  you,  or  from  the  other  coloneys,  being 
fuch  as  fly  from  the  hands  of  juftice,  for  matters  of  crime 
done  or  committed  amongft  you,  &c.  And  as  concerning 
thefe  quakers  (fo  caled)  which  are  now  among  us,  we  have 
no  law  among  us  whereby  to  punifh  any  for  only  declaring 
by  words,  &c.  their  mindes  and  underftandings  con¬ 
cerning  the  things  and  ways  of  God,  as  to  falvation  and  an 
eternal  condition.  And  we,  moreover,  finde,  that  in  thofe 
places  where  thefe  people  aforefaid,  in  this  coloney,  are 
moft  of  all  i offered  to  declare  themfelves  freely,  and  are 
only  opofed  by  arguments  in  dilcourfe,  there  they  lead 
of  all  defire  to  come,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  be¬ 
gin  to  loath  this  place,  for  that  they  are  not  oppofed  by 
the  civil!  authority,  but  with  all  patience  and  meeknes  are 

fuffered 
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fuffered  to  fay  over  their  pretended  revelations  and  admo¬ 
nitions,  nor  are  they  like  or  able  to  gain  many  here  to 
their  way  •,  and  furely  we  find  that  they  delight  to  be  per- 
fecuted  by  civill  powers,  and  when  they  are  foe,  they  are 
like  to  gaine  more  adherents  by  the  confeyte  of  their  pa¬ 
tient  fufferings,  than  by  confent  to  their  pernicious  fayings. 
And  yet  We  conceive,  that  their  doftrines  tend  to  very 
abfolute  cutting  downe  and  overturning  relations  and  civill 
government  among  men,  if  generally  received.  But  as  to 
the  dammage  that  may  in  likelyhood  accrue  to  the  neigh¬ 
bour  colloneys  by  their  being  here  entertained,  we  con¬ 
ceive  it  will  not  prove  fo  dangerous  (as  elfe  it  might)  in 
regard  of  the  courfe  taken  by  you  to  fend  them  away  out 
of  the  countrey,  as  they  come  among  you.  But,  however, 
at  prelent,  we  judge  it  requifitt  (and  doe  intend)  to  com¬ 
mend  the  confideration  of  their  extravagant  outgoings 
unto  the  generall  affembly  of  our  coloney  in  March  next, 
where  we  hope  there  will  be  fuch  order  taken,  as  may,  in 
all  honeft  and  contientious  manner,  prevent  the  bad  effects 
of  their  doftrines  and  endeavours  ;  and  foe,  in  allcourtious 
and  loving  refpefts,  and  with  defire  of  all  honeft  and  fayre 
commerce  with  you,  and  the  reft  of  our  honoured  and  be¬ 
loved  countreymen,  we  reft 

Yours  in  all  loving  refpe&s  to  ferve  you. 

From  Providence,  at  the  Benedict  Arnold,  Pref. 

court  of  trials,  held  for  William  Baulfton, 

the  coloney, 06t.  1 3th,  Randall  Howldon, 

ifrrn,  Arthur  Fenner, 

William  Feild. 

f 

To  the  much  honoured,  the  Generall  Court,  fitting  at 
Bofton,  for  the  Colloney  of  Maflachuffitts. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  Cromwell,  Protestor, 
&c.  to  the  Governor  and  Magistrates  of  the 
Maffachufets  Colony  in  Nevv-England. 

Loveing  Friends, 

TE  being  given  to  understand,  that  Henry  Sewall 
of  Rowley  in  Mefley-Tulick  bay  in  New-Eng- 
land,  dyed  about  foure  years  fince,  poffeffed  of  an  eftate 
of  lands  and  goods  in  the  colony  aforefaid,  and  that  the 
laid  eftate  did  and  ought  to  defcend  and  come  to  his  only 
fonn  Henry  Sewall,  minifter  of  North  Baddedy,  in  our 
county  of  Southampton  in  England,  who  now  purpofeing 
to  make  a  voyage  into  New-England,  there  perfonally 
to  make  his  clay  me  to  the  faid  eftate,  hath  defired  our 
lycence  for  his  abfence,  as  a! To  our  letters  recommendatory 
unto  you,  that  when  (by  the  helpe  of  God)  he  Shall  be 
arrived  in  New-England,  he  may  have  Speedy  juftice  and 
right  done  him  concerning  the  faid  eftate,  that  foe  he  may 
the  Sooner  returne  to  his  minifteriall  charge  at  North- 
Baddefly.  And  he  being  perfonally  knowne  to  us  to  be 
laborious  and  induftrious  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and 
very  exemplary  for  his  holy  life  and  good  conversation, 
we  doe  earneftly  defire,  that  when  he  Shall  make  his  ad- 
drefics  to  you,  he  may  receive  all  lawful  favour  and 
furtherance  from  you,  for  the  ipeedy  difpatch  of  his  bufi- 
nefs  according  to  juftice  and  equity,  that  foe  he  may  the 
more  expeditioufly  returne  to  his  faid  charge,  where 
(through  the  bleffing  of  God)  his  labours  in  the  gofpell 
maybe  further  ufefull  and  profitable  ;  which  we  Shall  el- 
teeme  as  a  particular  refpedf  done  to  us,  and  (hall  be  ready 
to  acknowledge  and  returne  the  fame  upon  any  occafion 
wherein  we  may  procure  or  further  your  good  and  wel¬ 
fare,  which  we  heartily  wifh  and  pray  for,  and  reft 

Whitehall,  the  23d  Your  very  louing  friend, 

of  March,  1658.  Richard  P. 
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The  Court’s  Declaration  of  their  Rights  by 

Charter,  in  166 1. 

,  w  .  f  * 

At  the  Seffions  of  the  Generali  Court,  held  at  Bofton 
the  10th  of  June,  1661.  The  Anfwer  of- the  Com¬ 
mittee  unto  the  Matters  propofed  to  their  Confideration 
by  the  honourable  Generali  Court. 


1  ft.  Concerning  our  Liberties: 


I(tt  TE  conceive  the  patent  (under  God)  to  be  the 

YV  htft  anc^  may ne  foundation  of  our  civil  polity 
here,  by  a  governour  and  company,  according  as  is  therein 
expreft. 

2.  The  governor  and  company  are,  by  the  patent,  a 
body  politique  in  fadt  and  name. 

3.  This  body  politique  is  veiled  with  power  to  make 
freemen,  &c. 


4.  Thefe  freemen  have  power  to  choofe  annually  a 
governor,  deputy  governor,  afiiftants,  and  their  lelebt 
reprefentatives  or  deputies. 

5.  This  government  hath  alfo  power  to  fett  lip  all  forts 
of  officers,  as  well  fuperiour  as  inferiour,  and  point  out 
their  power  and  places. 

6.  The  governor,  deputy  governor,  afliftants,  and  feledl 
reprefentatives  or  deputies,  have  full  power  and  authorities 
both  legiflative  and  executive,  for  the  government  of  all 
the  people  here,  whether  inhabitants  or  ftrangers,  both 
concerning  ecciefiaftical  and  civil,  without  appeals,  except¬ 
ing  law  or  lawes  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England. 


< 


LI  3 


7.  This 


1 


53° 


appendix. 

7.  This  government  is  priviledged,  by  all  fitting  means, 
(yea  if  neede  be)  by  force  of  armes,  to  defend  themfelves 
both  by  land  and  fea,  againft  all  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
fhall,  at  any  time,  attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftrudtion,  in- 
vafon,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  plantation,  or  the 
inhabitants  therein,  befides  other  privileges,  mentioned  in 
the  patent,  not  here  exprefled,  &c. 

8.  We  conceive  any  impofition  prejudicial!  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  contrary  to  any  juft  law  of  ours  (not  repugnant  to  the 
lawes  of  England)  to  be  an  infringement  of  our  right. 

2d,  Concerning  our  dutyes  of  allegiance  to  our 
foueraigne  lord  the  King. 

1.  We  ought  to  uphold,  and  to  our  power  mainteyne 
this  place,  as  of  right  belonging  to  our  foueraigne  lord  the 
King,  as  holden  of  his  Majeftyes  manor  of  Eaft  Green¬ 
wich,  and  not  to  fubjeft  the  fame  to  any  foreigne  prince 
or  potentate  whatfover. 

V  f 

2.  We  ought  to  endeavour  the  prefervation  of  his 
Majeftyes  toy  ail  perfon,  realmes  and  dominions,  and,  fo 
larr  as  lyeth  in  us,  to  difeover  and  prevent  all  plotts  and 
confpiracies  againft  the  fame,  &c. 

3.  We  ought  to  feeke  the  peace  and  profperitie  of  our 
King  and  nation,  by  a  faithfull  difeharge  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  of  this  people  committed  to  our  care,  &c. 

Firft.  By  punifhing  all  fuch  crimes  (being  breaches  of 
the  firft  and  lecond  table)  as  are  committed  againft  the 
peace  of  our  foueraigne  lord  the  King,  his  royal!  crowne 
and  dignity, 

Second,  In  propagating  the  gofpell,  defending  and  up¬ 
holding  the  true  chriftian  or  proteftant  religion,  according 
ro  the  faith  given  by  our  Lord  Chrift  in  his  word  :  Our 
dread  foueraigne  being  ftyled  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 
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The  premiffes  confidered,  it  may  well  Hand  with  the 
loyalty  and  obedience  of  fuch  fubjeds,  as  are  thus  privi¬ 
leged  by  their  rightfull  foueraigne  (for  himfclf,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors  for  ever)  as  caufe  lhall  require,  to  pleade 
•with  their  prince  againft  all  fuch  as  fhall  at  any  time  en¬ 
deavour  the  violation  of  their  privileges. 

We  further  iudge,  that  the  warrant  and  letter  from  the 
King’s  Majefty  for  the  apprehending  of  Colonell  Whalley 
and  Colonell  Goffe,  ought  to  be  diligently  and  faithfully 
executed  by  the  suthoiity  ot  this  court. 

And  alfo  that  the  generall  court  may  doe  fafely  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  cafe,  for  the  future,  any  legally  obnoxious  and 
flyin°-  from  the  civil  juftice  of  the  ftate  of  England,  lhall 
come  over  to  thefe  parts,  they  may  not  here  exped 

fhelter. 

By  the  order  and  confent  of  tne  committee. 

Bofton,  Thomas  Danforth. 

10  4  mo.  1 66 1. 

The  court  allowes  and  approves  of  the  report  of  the 

committee. 

This  is  a  true  copie  taken  out  of  the  courts  booke  of 
records,  as  attefls 

Edw.  Rawson,  Seer. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  to  William  Goffe,  one  of 
the  Regicides,  from  his  Wife,  in  1662. 

My  deareft  Mart, 

Have  been  excedingly  refrefht  with  your  choyce  and 
_  precious  letter  of  the  29th  May,  1662.  Thofe  fcrip- 
tures  you  mention,  through  mercy,  with  many  others, 
are  a  great  fupport  and  comfort  to  me  in  this  day  of  my 
great  afflidion.  Through  grace  I  doe  experience  the 
Lords  prefence  in  fupporting  and  providing  for  mee  and 
mine,  in  this  evill  day.  The  prefervation  of  yourielfe  and 
mydeare  father,  next  to  the  light  of  his  own  countenance 
is  the  choyceft  mercy  that  I  enjoy.  For,  to  heare  of  your 
wellfare  gives,  as  it  were,  a  new  life  to  me.  Ah !  what  am 
1,  poore  worme ,  that  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth 
lnould  continue  fuc  h  merceys  to  mee  and  mine,  as  I  at  this 
day  enjoy.  Many  others  have  loft  their  deare  youke- 
rellowes,  and  out  of  all  hopes  to  fee  them  in  this  life  ;  but 
that  is  not  my  condition,  as  yet,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name, 
for  he  hath  made  mee  hope  in  his  word.  10  Zech.  9.  And 
1  will  Jow  them  among  the  people,  and  they  jhall  remember 
me  in  far r  countreys ,  and  they  jhall  live  with  their  children 
and  turn e  agatne.—  Perfccution  begins  to  be  high  heere, 
the  bifhops  courts  are  up  as  high  as  ever.  But,°wee  have 
the  prom, fes  of  a  faithful!  God  to  live  upon,  and  he  hath 
„ V [°y°ll  lt  ts  given  net  only  to  beleeve,  but  to  [ufor. 

C  ,at  1  '  ?C  P*!omifed  ro  ^y  noe  more  upon  his  poore 
peopJe  than  he  will  give  ftrength  to  beare.  Oh  my  hart ' 

1  doe,  with  my  whole  ,foule,  blefic  the  Lord  for  his  un- 
Jpeakeable  goodnes  to  you  and  your  deare  friend,  in  that 
he  hath  been  pleafed  to  aiipeare  foe  eminently  for  your 
prefervation.  He  brings  to  the  grave,  and  raifes  up  againe. 
Oh  that  the  experience  that  wee  have  dayly  of  his  o00d- 
nes  may  make  us  truft  him  for  the  future.  Wee  have 
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feene  that  word  in  the  5th  of  Job,  in  fome  meafure,  made 
good  to  you.  Reade  the  12th  verfe  ;  from  the  nth  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  there  is  much  comfort  to  thofe 
in  our  condition  ;  as  alioe  in  91  Pfal.  O  my  deare,  let  us 
henceforth  make  the  Lord  our  refuge  and  our  truft,  and 
then  he  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  be  a  fandtu- 
ary  to  thee,  wherefoever  he  fhall  caft  thee.  I  mention 
thefe  fcriptures  becaufe  I  have  found  comfort  in  them,  and 
I  hope  thou  wouldeft  doe  foe  too.  1  (hall  now  give  you 
an  account  of  your  family,  as  farre  as  I  dare.  Through 
mercy,  I  and  your  little  ones  are  in  reafonable  health,  only 
Betty  and  Nan  are  weakely,  and  I  feare  will  be  lame  a 
little,  the  others  are  very  lufty.  I  am  yet  with  my  aunt, 
but  how  loon  (he  may  be  ford:  to  give  up  houfekeeping 
I  know  not  (for  fhe  is  warned  in  to  the  bifhops  court)  and 
wee  fhall  be  difperft  ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord  will  provide  for 
•  us,  as  he  hath"  done  hitherto. — Oh  my  deare,  lett  our 
truft  be  in  the  Lord  alone.  I  do  hardly  with  myfelfe  with 
thee,  but  that  I  feare  it  may  bee  a  meanes  to  difcover  thee, 
as  it  was  to - and  therefore  I  fhall  forbeare  attempt¬ 

ing  any  fuch  thing  for  the  prefent,  hoping  that  the  Lord 
will,  in  his  owne  time,  returne  thee  to  us  againe;  for  he 
hath  the  harts  of  all  in  his  hands,  and  can  change  them 
in  a  moment.  I  rejoyce  to  heere,  that  you  are  fo  willing 
to  be  at  the  Lords  difpofall ;  indeed,  we  are  not  our  owne, 
for  wee  are  bought  with  a  price,  with  the  precious  blood 
of  the  Lord  Jefus :  And,  therefore,  let  us  comfort  our- 
felves  with  this,  though  we  fhould  never  meete  in  this 
world  againe,  yet  1  hope,  through  grace,  wee  (hall  meete 
in  heaven,  and  foe  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  and  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  men  to  part  us,  My  dear,  I  know 
you  are  confident  of  my  affection,  yet  give  me  leave  to  tell 
thee,  thou  art  as  deare  to  me  as  a  hulband  can  be  to  a 
wife,  and,  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  I  could  doe  to  make 
you  happy,  I  fhould  doe  it,  if  the  Lord  would  permitt, 
though  to  the  Ioffe  of  my  life.  As  for  newes,  I  fhall 


not  much,  and  you 
My  unkle  Bprket  is 
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dead,  and  my  mother  is  with  her.  My  brother  John  is 
gon  beyond  lea,  but  I  know  not  whither.  His  father-in- 
law  is  dead.  My  dear,  my  aunt  and  many  others  are  very 
kinde  to  rnee,  foe  that,  through  mercy,  I  have  noe  want 
ol  food  and  rayment,  though  in  a  meane  way.  The  Lord 
is  pleafed  to  fuite  my  minde  to  my  condition,  and  to  give 
mee  (Irength,  in  fume  meafure,  to  take  paines  with  my 
,  hfiooit  upon  as  a  great  mercy.  I  know  not 
whether  i  may  ever  have  another  opportunity  to  fend  to 
you  this  feafon  or  noe,  which  makes  me  the  longer  now  ; 
for  I  Shall  not  fend  but  by  thofe  I  judge  to  be  faithfull,  and’ 
I  being  in  the  country,  I  may  not  heareof  every  opportu¬ 
nity  •,  and,  though  it  is  an  unfpeakeable  comfort  to  mee  to 
heare  of  thy  wellfare,  yet  I  earneftly  beg  of  thee  not  to 
fend  too  often,  for  feare  of  the  word  ;  for  they  are  very 
vigilant  here  to  find  out  perfons.  But  this  is  my  comfort, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  ad  their  owne  will.  And 
now,  my  dear,  with  1000  tears,  I  take  my  leave  of  thee, 
and  recommend  thee  to  the  great  keeper  of  Ifraell,  who 
neither  (lumbers  nor  fleepes,  who,  I  hope,  will  keepe  thee, 
and  my  deare  friend  with  thee,  from  all  your  enemies, 
both  fpirituall  and  temporall,  and  in  his  owne  time  return 
you  wit  a  iaiety  to  your  family.  Which  is  the  dayly  prayer 
of  thy  affedionate  and  obedient  wife,  till  death, 

f. 

Many  jfreinds  here  defire  to  be  remembered  to  you.  It 
will  not  be  convenient  to  name  them.  I  am  fure  you 
have  a  flock  of  prayers  going  for  you  here,  which  you 
and  I  reape  the  benefitt  of.  My  humble  duty  prefented 

to  you  know  who. 

I-  red  rick,  and  the  reft  of  thy  deare  babes  that  can  fpeake, 
prelent  their  humble  duty  to  thee,  talke  much  of  thee, 
and  long  to  lee  thee. 

My  humble  duty  to  my  dear  father,  and  tell  him  I  pray 
lor  him  with  my  whole  hart  •,  but  I  am  foe  bad  a  fcribe 
1  dare  not  write  to  him.  Pray  be  private  and  carefull 
v.ho  you  truft. 
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Copy  of  a  Commifiion  from  King  Charles  the 
Second,  to  Col.  Nichols  and  others,  m  1664. 

Charles  the  ad,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King ;  of  England. 

'  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  me  Fatih,  Set. 

To  all  whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come,  Greeting. 

WHEREAS  we  have  received  feveral  addreffes  from 
our  fuhjedts  of  feveral  colonies  in  N.E.  all  full  of 
duty  and  affedtion,  and  expreffions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance 
to  us,  with  their  humble  defires  that  we  would  renew  their 
feveral  charters,  and  receive  them  into  our  favourable 
opinion  and  protection  *,  and  feveral  of  our  colonies  there, 
and  other  our  loving  fubjefts,  have  likewife  complained  ot 
differences  and  difputes  arifen  upon  the  limits  and  bounds 
of  their  feveral  charters  and  jurifdidtions,  whereby  urn 
neighbourly  and  unbrotherly  contentions  have  and  may 
arife,  to  the  damage  and  diferedit  of  the  Englifh  intereu  . 
And  that  all  our  good  tubjedts  refiding  there,  and  being 
planters  within  the  ieveral  colonies,  do  not  enjoy  the  liber¬ 
ties  and  privileges  granted  to  them,  by  our  Ieveral  char¬ 
ters,  upon  confidence  and  affurance  ot  which  they  tram- 
ported  themfelves  and  their  eftates  into  thofe  parts.  And 
we  having  received  fome  addreffes  trom  the  great  men  and 
natives  of  thofe  countries,  in  which  they  complain  of 
breach  of  faith,  and  adts  of  violence  and  injuftice,  which 
they  have  been  forced  to  undergoe  from  our  fubjedts, 
whereby  not  only  our  government  is  traduced,  but  the  r*~  ■ 
putation  and  credit  of  chriftian  religion  brought  into  pre¬ 
judice  and  reproach,  with  the  gentiles  and  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries  who  know  not  God,  the  1  education  ot 
whom  to  the  true  knowledge  and  feare  of  God  is  the  moil 
worthy  and  glorious  end  ot  all  thole  plantations.  "Upon 
all  which  motives,  and  as  an  evidence  and  manifeftation  ot 
our  fatherly  affedtion  towards  all  our  lubjedts  in  thole 

Ieveral  colonies  of  New-England  (that  is  to  fay,  ot  the 
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Maffachufets,  Connecticut,  New-Plimouth,  Road-Ifland, 
and  I  rovtdence  plantation,  and  all  other  plantations  within 
that  tract  of  land,  known  under  the  appellation  of  New- 
England)  and  to  the  end  we  may  be  truly  informed  of  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  our  good  fubjebts  there,  that  fo  we 
may  the  better  know  how  to  contribute  to  the  further 
improvement  of  their  happinefs  and  prolperity. 

Know  yee  therefore,  that  wee  repofing  fpecial  trull  and 
confidence  in  the  fidelity,  wifdome,  and  circumfpebtion  of 
our  trufty  and  well- beloved  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir 
Robert  Carre,  Knt.  George  Cartwright,  Efq;  and  Samuel 
maverick,  kicl>  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 

mere  motion,  have  made,  ordained,  conftituted,  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  make,  ordain,  conflitute 
and  appoint  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 

Carre,  GeorgeCartwright,  and  Samuel  Maverick,  ourCom- 

mifiioners,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  them,  or  any 
three  or  two  of  them,  or  of  the  furvivors  of  them,  of  whom 
wee  will  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  during  his  life, 
fhall  be  alwaies  one,  and  upon  equal  divifions  of  opinions, 
to  have  che  calling  and  decifive  voice,  in  our  name  to  vifit 
all  and  every  the  feveral  colonies  aforefaid,  and  alfo  full 
powei  and  authority  to  heare  and  receive,  and  to  examine 
and  determine,  all  complaints  and  appealesin  all  caufes  and 
matters,  as  well  military  as  criminal  and  civil,  and  proceed 
in  all  things  for  the  providing  for  and  fettling  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  the  faid  country,  according  to  their  good 
and  found  dilcietions,  and  to  fuch  inftrubtions  as  they  or 
the  furvivors  of  them  have,  or  fhall  from  time  time  re¬ 
ceive  from  us  in  that  behalfe  ;  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  fhall  find  expedient,  to  certify  us  or  our  privy  counfel, 
of  their  ablings  ana  proceedings,  touching  the  premifles. 
And  for  the  doing  thereof,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
relateing  thereunto,  thefe  prefents,  or  the  inrolment  thereof, 
fhall  be  unto  them  a  lufficient  warrant  and  difcharge  in 
that  behalf.  In  witnefs  whereof,  wee  have  caufed  thefe 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourlelfe  at  W£ft- 
minfier,  the  25th  day  of  April,  in  the  fixteenth  yeare  of 
our  reigne.  N  U  M- 
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Copy  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Maffachufets  Colony 
to  King  Charles  the  2d,  m  1664. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Ma  jesti.e. 

The  humble  fupplication  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
Maffachufett  Colony  in  New-England. 

\ 

Dread  Soveraigne, 

IFF  your  poor  fubje6ts,  who  have  removed  themfelves, 

into  a  remote  corner  of  the  earth  to  enjoy  peace  with 

God  and  man,  doe,  in  this  day  of  their  trouble,  prottrate 

themfelves  at  your  royal  feet,  and  beg  your  favour  we 

hope  it  will  be  gracioully  accepted  by  your  Majeftie 

And  that,  as  the  high  place  you  fuftein  on  earth  doth 

number  you  here  among  the  gods,  fo  you  will  imitate 

the  God  of  heaven,  in  being  ready  to  maintain  tne  cauie 

of  the  afflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  toreeeivc 

their  cries  and  addreffes  to  that  end.  And  we  humbly 

befeech  your  majeftie,  with  patience  and  clemency,  to 

heare  and  accept  our  plain  difcourfe,  tho  of  fomewhat 

oreater  length  than  would  be  comely  in  other  or  leffer 

cafes  Wee  are  remote,  and  can  fpeake  but  feldom,  and 

therefore  crave  leave  to  fpeake  the  more  at  once.  Wee 

(hall  not  largely  repeat,  how  that  the  firft  undertakers  ror 

this  plantation,  having,  by  confiderable  fumms,  purchafed 

the  right  thereof,  granted  to  the  counlel  eftablimed  at 

Plimouth  by  King  James,  your  royal  grandfather,  did  after 

obtain  a  patent,  given  and  confirmed  to  themfelves,  by  your 

royal  father,  King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  it  is  granted 

to  them,  and  their  heirs,  affigns,  and  affociates  tor  ever  ; 

not  only  the  ablolute  ufe  and  propriety  of  the  tract  of 

land  therein  mentioned,  but  alfo  full  and  ablolute  power  o 

governing  all  the  people  of  this  place,  by  men  choien  rom 

among  themfelves,  and  according  to  fuch  lavves  as  they  lhad, 
°  ^  irom 


1 


53s  APPENDIX. 

from  time  to  time,  fee  meet  to  make  and  eftabliffi,  being 
not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England  (they  paying  only 
the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gold  and  filver  that  fhall  here 
be  found,  for  and  in  refped:  of  all  duties,  demands,  ex- 
aftions,  and  fervice  whatever)  as  in  the  faid  patent  is  more 
at  large  declared.  Under  the  encouragement  and  fecurity 
of  which  royal  charter,  this  people  did,  at  their  own 
charges,  tranfport  themfelves,  their  wives  and  families, - 
over  the  ocean,  purchafe  the  lands  of  the  natives,  and  plant 
this  colony,  with  great  labour,  hazards,  coft,  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  for  a  long  time  wreftling  with  the  wants  of  a  wilder- 
nes,  and  the  burdens  of  a  new  plantation  ;  having  alfo,  now 
above  30  yeares,  enjoyed  the  aforefaid  power  and  privi- 
leoge  of  government  within  themfelves,  as  their  undoubted 
right  in  tiie  fight  of  God  and  man.  And  having  had, 
moreover,  1 11  is  further  favour  from  God,  and  from  your 
Majeftie,  that  wee  have  received  feveral  gracious  letters 
from  your  royal  felfe,  full  of  expreffions  tending  to  con- 
firme  us  in  our  enjoyments,  viz.  in  your  Majefties  letter 
bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  February  1660,  you  are 
pleafed  to  confider  New-England  as  one  of  the  chiefeft  of 
your  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  having  enjoyed  and 
grown  up  in  a  long  and  orderly  eftablifhment ;  adding  this 
royal  promiie,  Wee  fhall  not  come  behind  any  of  our  royal 
p red ece ffors  in  a  juft  encouragement  and  protection  of  all 
our  loving  fubjeds  there.  In  your  Majefties  letter  of  the 
28th  of  June,  1662,  fent  us  by  our  meflengers,  befides 
many  other  gracious  expreffions,  there  is  this  [Wee  will 
preferve  and  do  hereby  confirme  the  patent  and  charter 
heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our  royal  father  of 
bleffed  memory,  and  they  fhall  freely  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
ledges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them  in  and  by  the  fame.] 
As  for  fuch  particulars,  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature, 
which  are  fubjoined  in  the  faid  letter,  wee  have  applyed 
ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  fatisfy  your  Majeftie,  fo  far  as 
doth  confift  with  confidence  of  our  duty  toward  God,  and 
the  juft  liberties  and  priviledges  of  our  patent.  Wee  are 
further  bound,  with  humble  thankfulnefs,  to  acknowledge 

your 
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your  Majefties  gracious  expreffions  in  your  laft  letter  wee 
have  received,  dated  April  23,  1664,  as  (befides  other 
inftances  thereof)  That  your  Majeftie  hath  not  the  lead 
intention  or  thought  of  violating,  or,  in  the  lead  degree, 
infringing  the  charter  heretofore  granted  by  your  royal  fa¬ 
ther,  with  great  wifdom,  and  upon  full  deliberation,  &c. 

But  what  affli&ion  of  heart  mud  it  needs  be  unto  us, 
that  our  fins  have  provoked  God  to  permit  our  adverfaries 
to  fet  themfelves  againd  us  by  their  mifinformations,  com¬ 
plaints,  and  foiicitations  (as  fome  of  them  have  made  it 
their  worke  for  many  yeares)  and  thereby  to  procure  a 
commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  wherein  4  perfons  (one  of 
them  our  knowneand  profeffed  enemy)  are  impowered  to 
heare,  receive,  examine,  and  determine  all  complaints  and 
appeals,  in  all  caufes  and  matters,  as  well  military  as  crimi¬ 
nal  and  civil,  and  to  proceed  in  all  things,  for  fettling  this 
country,  according  to  their  good  and  found  dil'cretions,  &c. 
Whereby,  inftead  of  being  governed  by  rulers  of  our  owne 
choofing,  (which  is  the  fundamental  privilege  of  our  patent) 
and  by  lawes  of  our  owne,  wee  are  like  to  be  fubj acted  to 
the  arbitrary  power  of  drangers,  proceeding  not  by  any 
edablifhed  law,  but  by  their  own  difcredons.  And  where¬ 
as  our  patent  gives  afufficient  royal  warrant  and  difcharge 
to  all  officers  and  perfons  for  executing  the  lawes  here  made 
and  publiffied,  as  is  therein  directed,  wee  fhall  now  noc 
be  difcharged,  and  at  reft  from  further  moleftation, 
when  wee  have  fo  executed  and  obferved  our  lawes,  but 
be  liable  to  complaints  and  appeales,  and  to  the  determi¬ 
nations  of  new  judges,  whereby  our  government  and  ad- 
miniftrations  will  be  made  void  and  of  none  effect.  And 
tho  wee  have  yet  had  but  a  little  tafte  of  the  words  or 
actings  of  thele  gentlemen,  that  are  come  over  hither  in 
this  capacity  of  commiffioners,  yet  we  have  had  enough  to 
confirme  us  in  our  feares,  that  their  improvement  of  this 
power,  in  purfuance  of  their  commiffion  (ihould  the  ftmie 
proceed)  Will  end  in  the  fubverfion  of  our  all.  We  Ihould 
be  glad  to  hope  that  your  Majefties  inftruftions  (which 
they  have  noc  yet  been  plcafed  to  impart  unto  us)  may 

put 
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put  fuch  limitations  to  their  bufines  here,  as  will  take  off 
much  of  our  feare ;  buc  according  to  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  we  thus  fpeake. 

In  this  cafe  (dread  foveraigne)  our  refuge  under  God, 
is  your  royal  felfe,  whom  wee  humbly  addreffe  ourfelves 
unto,  and  are  the  rather  embaldned  therein,  becaufe  your 
Majefties  lad  gracious  letter  doth  encourage  us  to  fugged 
what,  upon  the  experience  we  have  had,  and  obfervacion 
we  have  made,  we  judge  neceffary  or  convenient  for  the 
good  and  benefit  of  this  your  plantation,  and  becaufe  we 
are  well  perfwaded  that  had  your  Majedie  a  full  and  right 
information  of  the  date  of  things  here,  you  would  find  ap¬ 
parent  reafon  to  put  a  dop  to  thefe  proceedings,  which  are 
certainly  differvient  to  your  Majedies  intered,  and  to  the 
/  profperity  and  welfare  of  this  place. 

If  thefe  things  go  on  (according  to  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance)  your  fubjefts  here  will  either  be  forced  to  feeke  new 
dwellings,  or  finke  and  faint  under  burdens  that  will  be  to 
them  intollerable.  The  vigour  of  all  new  endeavours  in 
the  feveral  callings  and  occupations  (either  for  merchandize 
abroad,  or  further  fubduing  this  wildernefs  at  home)  will 
be  enfeebled,  as  we  perceive  it  already  begins  to  be,  the 
good  of  converting  the  natives  obftrudted,  the  inhabitants 
driven  to  we  know  not  what  extremities,  and  this  hopeful 
plantation  in  the  iffue  ruined.  But  whatever  becomes  of 
us,  we  are  fure  the  adverfary  cannot  countervail  the  Kings 
damages.  It  is  indeed  a  grief  to  our  hearts,  to  fee  your 
Majedie  put  upon  this  extraordinary  charge  and  cod  about 
a  bufinefs,  the  produft  whereof  can  never  reimburfe  the 
one  halfe  of  what  will  be  expended  -upon  it.  Impofed 
rulers  and  officers  will  have  occafion  to  expend  more  than 
can  be  raifed  here,  fo  as  nothing  will  returne  to  your  Ma¬ 
jedies  exchequer ;  but  indead  thereof,  the  wonted  bene¬ 
fit  by  cudomes,  exported  and  imported  into  England  from 
heftee,  will  be  diminifhed  by  the  difeouragement  and  dimi¬ 
nution  of  mens  endeavours  in  their  feveral  occupations  5  or 
if  the  aime  fhould  be  to  gratify  fome  particular  gentlemen 
by  livings  and  revenues  here,  that  will  alfo  fail,  where 

nothing 
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nothing  is  to  be  had,  the  King  himfelf  will  be  a  loofer,  and 
fo  will  the  cafe  be  found  to  be  here  ;  for  fuch  is  the  poverty 
and  meannes  of  the  people  ot  this  country  (by  reafon  of 
the  length  and  coldnes  of  the  winters,  the  difficulty  of 
fubduing  a  wilderneffe,  defed  of  a  ftaple  commodity, 
the  want  of  money,  &c.)  that  if,  with  hard  labour,  men 
o-et  a  fubfiftence  for  their  families,  tis  as  much  as  the  ge¬ 
nerality  are  able  to  do,  paying  but  very  final  rates  towards 
the  publick  charges,  and  yet,  if  all  the  country  hath  ordi¬ 
narily  railed  by  the  year  for  all  the  charges  of  the  whole 
government  were  put  together,  and  then  doubled  or  tre¬ 
bled,  it  would  not  be  counted,  for  one  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  a  confiderable  accommodation.  .  .  ,  . 

It  is  true,  that  the  eftates  men  have,  in  conjundion  with 
hard  labour  and  vigorous  endeavors  in  their  feueral  places, 
do  brinp-  in  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for  fuch  a  mean  peo¬ 
ple  (we°dare  not  diminiffi  our  thankfulnes  to  God  that  he 
provides  for  us  in  a  wildernefs  as  he  doth)  yet  neither  will 
the  former  ftand  if  the  latter  be  difcouraged,  nor  will  both 
ever  anfwer  the  ends  ot  thole  that  need  ot  fceice  great 
things.  We  perceive  there  have  been  great  expedations 
of  what  is  to  be  had  here,  raifed  by  fome  mens  informa¬ 
tions,  but  thofe  informations  will  prove  fallacious,  difap- 
pointing  them  that  have  relyed  upon  tnem.  And,  it  tne 
taking  of  this  courfe  ffiould  drive  the  people  out  of  the 
country  (for  to  a  coalition,  therein,  they  will  never  come)  it 
will  be  hard  to  find  another  people,  that  will  Kay  long  or 
ftand  under  any  confiderable  burden  in  it,  feeing  it  is  not 
a  country  where  men  can  fublift  without  hard  labour  and 
great  frugality. 

There  have  alfo  been  high  reprefentations  of  great 
divifions  and  difeontents  amongft  us,  and  of  a  neceffity  of 
fending  commiffioners  to  relieve  the  aggrieved,  &c.  where¬ 
as,  it  plainly  appeares,  that  the  body  of  this  people  are 
unanimoufly  fatisfied  in  the  prefent  government,  and  ab¬ 
horrent  from  change,  and  that  what  is  now  offered  will, 
inftead  of  relieving,  raife  up  fuch  grievances  as  are  in¬ 
tolerable.  Wes  fuppofe  there  is  no  government  under 
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heaven,  wherein  lome  difcontented  perfons  may  not  be 
found  ;  and  if  it  be  a  fufficient  accufation  againft  a  govern¬ 
ment,  that  there  are  fome  fuch,  who  will  be  innocent  ? 
Yet,  thro  the  favour  of  God,  there  are  but  few  amongft  us 
that  are  malecontent,  and  fewer  that  have  caufe  to  be  fo. 

Sir,  the  allknowing  God  knows  our  greateft  ambition 
is  to  live  a  poor  and  quiet  life,  in  a  corner  of  the  world, 
without  offence  to  God  or  man.  Wee  came  not  into  this 
vvildernefs  to  feeke  great  things  to  ourfelves,  and  if  any 
come  al  ter  us  to  feeke  them  heere,  they  will  be  difappointed. 
Wee  keep  ourfelves  within  our  line,  and  meddle  not  with 
matters  abroad;  a  juft  dependence  upon,  and  1  u  bj  e  (ft  ion  to 
your  Majeftie,  according  to  our  charter,  it  is  far  from  our 
hearts  to  dilacknowledge.  Wee  lb  highly  pnfe  your 
favourable  afped  (tho  at  this  great  diftance)  as  wee  would 
gladly  do  any  thing,  that  is  within  our  power,  to  purchafe 
the  continuance  of  it.  Wee  were  willing  to  teftify  our 
affedion  to  your  Majefties  fervice,  by  anfwering  the  pro- 
pofal  of  your  honourable  commi/Tioners,  of  which  wee 
doubt  not  but  they  have  already  given  your  Majeftie  an 
account.  Wee  are  carefully  ftudious  of  all  due  fubjedion 
to  your  Majeftie,  and  that  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  con- 
fcience  fake.  And  fhould  divine  providence  ever  offer  an 
opportunity,  wherein  wee  might,  in  any  righteous  way, 
according  to  our  poor  and  mean  capacity,  teftify  our  duti¬ 
ful  affedion  to  your  Majeftie,  we  hope,  we  fhould  mofi: 
gladly  imbrace  it.  But  it  is  a  gpeat  unhappines  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  1q  hard  a  cafe,  as  to  have  no  other  teftimony 
of  our  fubjedion  and  loyalty  offered  us  but  this,  viz.  to 
deffroy  our  owne  being,  which  nature  teacheth  us  to  pre¬ 
serve,  or  to  yield  up  our  liberties,  which  are  far  dearer  to 
us  than  our  lives,  and  which,  had  we  had  any  feares  of 
being  deprived  of,  wee  had  never  wand  red  from  our  fa¬ 
thers  houfes  into  thefe  ends  of  the  earth,  nor  laid  cur 
labours  and  eftates  therein;  befides engaging;  in  a  mod  ha- 

zardous  and  difficult  warre,  with  the  molt  warlike  of  the 

•> 

natives,  to  our  great  charge,  and  the  Ioffe  of  fome  of  the 
ftves  of  our  deare  friends.  Neither  can  the  deepeft  in¬ 
vention 
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vention  of  man  find  out  a  more  certain  way  of  confidence, 
than  to  obtain  a  royal  donation  from  lo  great  a  prince, 
under  his  great  feal,  which  is  the  greateft  fecurity  that 

may  be  had  in  humane  affaires. 

Royal  Sir,  it  is  in  your  power  to  fay  of  your  poor 
people  in  New-^England,  they  fhall  not  die.  If  we  have, 
found  favour  in  the  fight  of  our  king,  let  our  life  be  given 
us  at  our  petition  (or  rather  that  which  is  dearer  than  hfe, 
that  we  have  ventured  our  lives,  and  willingly  puffed  thr$ 
many  deaths  to  obtain)  and  our  all  at  our  rec^ucfL  Let  our 
government  live,  our  patent  live,  our  magiftrates  live, 
our  lawes  and  liberties  live,  our  religious  enjoyments  live, 
fo  fhall  we  all  yet  have  further  caufe  to  fay,  from  our 
hearts,  let  the  King  live  for  ever.  And  the  bleffing  of 
them  that  were  ready  to  perifh  fhall  come  upon  your  Ma* 
jeftie  ;  having  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  fuch  as 
had  none  to  helpe  them.  It  was  an  honour  to  one  of 
your  royal  anceftors  that  he  was  cafled  the  poor  mans 
king.  It  was  Job’s  excellency,  when  he  fat  as  King  among 
his  people,  that  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor.  They  are  a 
poor  people  (deftitute  of  outward  favour,  wealth,  and 
power)  who  now  cry  unto  their  Lord  the  King.  May 
your  Maieftie  pleafe  to  regard  their  caufe,  and  maintain 
their  right:  It  will  ftand,  among  the  marks  of  laftin-g 
honour,  to  after  generations.  And  wee  and  ours  fhall  have 
lafting  caufe  to  rejoice,  that  we  have  been  numbred  among 
your  Majefties 

Moft  humble  fervants 

and  fuppliants. 


2£th  of  October,  1664# 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  the  Maflachufets  Colony,  in  1664. 


Mr.  Governour  and  Gentlemen, 

HAVE  received  yours  of  the  7th  of  November,  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Afhurft,  a  very  fober  and  difcreet 
perfon,  and  did  (by  his  communicating  it  to  me)  perufe 
the  petition  *  you  had  directed  to  his  Majefty,  and  I  do 
confeffe  to  you,  I  am  lb  much  a  friend  to  your  colony, 
that  if  the  Erne  had  been  communicated  to  no  body  but 
my  felf,  I  fhould  haue  diffwaded  the  prefenting  the  fame 
to  his  Majefty,  who,  I  doubt,  will  not  think  himfelf  well 
treated  by  it,  or  the  Angular  care  he  hath  expreffed  of  his 
fubjeds  in  thole  parts  Efficiently  acknowledged  ^  but  fince 
I  found  by  your  letter  to  my  lord  Chamberlaine  and  Mr. 
Boyle,  that  you  expeded  fome  effed  from  your  petition, 
upon  conference  with  them  wee  all  agreed  not  to  hinder 
the  deliuery  of  it,  though  I  have  read  to  them  and  Mr. 
Afhurft,  euery  word  of  the  inftrudions  the  commiffioners 
haue  ;  and  they  all  confeffed  that  his  Majefty  could  not 
exprelle  more  grace  and  goodneffe  for  that  his  plantation, 
nor  put  it  more  out  of  their  power,  in  any  degree  to  in¬ 
vade  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to  you  by  your 
charter*,  and  therefore  wee  were  all  equally  amazed  to  find 
that  you  demand  a  revokation  of  the  commiffion  and 
commiffioners,  without  laying  the  leaft  matter  to  their 
charge  of  crymes  or  exorbitances :  What  fenfe  the  King 
hath  of  your  addreffe  to  him,  you  will  I  prefume  heare 
from  himfelf,  or  by  his  diredion  *,  I  ffiall  only  tell  you, 
that  as  you  had  long  caufe  to  exped  that  the  King  would 
fend  commiffioners  thither,  fo  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  he  fhould  do  fo,  to  compofe  the  differences  amongft: 
yourfelves,  of  which  he  received  complaint,  and  to  do 
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juftice.to  your  neighbours,  which  they  demanded  from 
his  rovall  hands.  I  know  not  what  you  meane  by  faying, 
the  commiftioners  have  power  to  exercife  government 
there  altogether  inconfiftent  with  your  charter  and  privi¬ 
leges,  fince  I  am  fure  their  commiflion  is  to  fee  and  pro- 
uide  for  the  due  and  full  obfervation  of  the  charter,  and 
that  all  the  priviledges  granted  by  that  charter  may  be 
equally  enjoyed  by  all  his  Majcfties  fubjedts  there  :  I  know 
they  are  exprefly  inhibited  from  intermedling  with,  or  in- 
ftrudting  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  according  to  the 
formes  obferued  there  j  but  if  in  truth,  in  any  extraordinary 
cafe,  the  proceedings  there  haue  been  irregular,  and  againft 
the  rules  of  juftice,  as  feme  particular  cafes,  particularly 
recommended  to  them  by  his  Majefty,  feeme  to  be,  it 
cannot  be  prefumed  that  his  Majefty  hath  or  will  leaue  his 
fubjedts  of  New-England  without  hope  of  redrefte  by  an 
appeale  to  him,  which  his  fubjedts  of  all  his  other  king- 
domes  haue  free  liberty  to  make.  I  can  fay  no  more  to 
you  but  that  it  is  in  your  owne  power  to  be  very  happy, 
and  to  enjoy  all  that  hath  been  granted  to  you  ;  but  it  will 
be  abfolutely  necefifary  that  you  performe  and  pay  all  that 
reverence  and  obedience  which  is  due  from  fubjedts  to  their 
King,  and  which  his  Majefty  will  exa0*  from  you,  and 
doubts  not  but  to  find  from  the  beft  of  t  lat  colony,  both 
in  quality  and  in  number.  I  have  no  mo’*e  to  add,  but 
that  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

N 

Your  affedlionate  fervant, 

‘Worcefter-Houfe, 

15  March  1664.  Clarendon  C. 
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Number  xviii. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d4 
to  the  Colony  of  New-Plimouth,  1666. 

CHARLES,  R. 

R  U  STY  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well* 


A 


Having  received  fo  full  and  fatisfa&ory  an  account 
from  our  commiflioners,  both  of  the  good  reception  you 
.  have  given  them*  and  alfo  of  your  dutifulnefs  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  us*  We  cannot  but  let  you  know  how  much  we 
are  pleafed  therewith  y  judging  that  refpeft  of  yours  to¬ 
wards  our  officers*  to  be  the  true  and  natural  fruit  which 
demonft  rates  what  fidelity  and  affection  towards  us  is  rooted 
In  your  hearts*  And  although  your  carriage  doth,  of  it- 
felf,  moil  juftly  deferve  our  praife  and  approbation,  yet  it 
feems  to  be  fet  off  with  the  more  luftre,  by  the  contrary 
deportment  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  as  if,  by 
their  refradlorinefs,  they  had  defigned  to  recommend  and 
heighten  the  merit  of  your  compliance  with  our  directions, 
for  the  peaceable  and  good  government  of  our  fubje&s  in 
thofe  parts.  You  may  therefore  affure  yourfelves,  that 
we  lhai!  never  be  unmindful  of  this  your  loyal  and  dutiful 
behaviour*  but  fhail,  upon  all  cccafions,  take  notice  of  it 
to  your  advantage  ;  promifing  you  our  conftant  protection 
and  royal  favour,  in  all  things  that  may  concern  ycur  fafety, 
peace,  and  welfare.  And  lo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given 
at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  10th  day  of  April,  1666,  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty’s  command, 


Will.  Moerice. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d. 
to  the  Malfachufets  Cdlony,  in  1666. 


CHARLES,  R. 


HIS  Majefty  hauing  received  a  full  information,  from 
his  commiffioners  who  were  fent  by  him  into  New- 
Engiand,  of  their  reception  and  treatment  in  the  feuerall 
colonyes  and  proutnces  of  that  plantation,  in  all  which 
they  have  receiued  great  fadsfadion,  but  only  that  of  the 
Mafiachufets  ;  and  he  hauing  likewife  been  fully  informed 
of  the  accompt  fent  hither  by  the  couniell  of  the  Mafia- 
chufets,  under  the  hand  of  the  prefent  gouernor,  of  all 
the  paffages  and  proceedings  which  haue  been  there  be¬ 
tween  the  laid  commiffioners  and  them  from  the  time  of 
their  firft  coming  ouer  ;  upon  all  which  it  is  uery  euident 
to  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding  many  expreffions  of  great 
affedion  and  duty,  that  thofe  who  gouern  the  collony  of 
the  Mafiachufets  doe  beleiue,  that  the  commiffion  giuen  by 
his  Majefty  to  thofe  commiffioners,  upon  fo  many  and 
waighty  reafons,  and  after  fo  long  deliberation,  is  an  appa¬ 
rent  uiolation  of  their  charter,  and  tending  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  it,  and  that  in  truth  they  doe,  upon  the  matter,  be- 
lieue  that  his  Majefty  hath  noe  juriididion  ouer  them,  but 
that  all  perfons  muft  acquiefie  in  ther  judgments  and  de¬ 
terminations  how  unjuft  foeuer,  and  cannot  appeale  to  his 
Majefty,  which  would  bee  a  matter  of  fuch  a  high  con- 
fequence  as  euery  man  difcernes  where  it  muft  end.  His 
Majefty  therefore,  upon  due  confideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  thinks  fit  to  recall  his  layd  commiffioners,  which  he 
hath  at  this  prefent  done,  to  the  end  hee  may  receiue  from 
them  a  more  particular  account  of  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  thofe  his  plantations,  and  of  the  particular  differences 
and  debates  they  haue  had  with  thofe  of  the  Mafiachufets, 

'  that  fo  his  Majefty  may  pals  his  final  judgment  and  deter¬ 
mination  thereupon.  His  Majefty ’sexprefs  command  and 
charge  is,  that  the  gouernor  rnd  councell  of  the  Mafa- 
chufets  doe  forthwith  make  choice  of  hue  or  four  per- 

M  m  4.  >°ns 


r  w 


i  I' 
1 


543 


APPENDIX. 


t0,  attend1  ^p°.n  his  Majefty,  whereof  Mr.  Richard 

.  •  Mg  T  and  Ma,°r  Hathorn  are  t0  be  two,  both  which 
-is  i  lajelty  commands  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend,  the 

other  three  or  two  to  be  Jnch  as  the  counfell  lhall  make 
choice  oi  ;  and,  if  the  layd  Mr.  Bellingham  bee  the  prefent 
gouernor,  another  fitt  perlon  is  to  be  deputed  to  that  of- 
ce  tu  his  return,  and  his  Majefty  will  then,  in  perfon, 
bear  all  the  allegations,  fuggeftions,  or  pretences  to  right  or 
jauour  that  can  he  made  on  the  behalf  of  the  fayd  colony, 
and  wid  tnere  make  it  appear  how  farr  hee  is  from  the 
,  thou8ht  of  muading  or  infringing,  in  the  lead  degree, 
the  royall  charter  granted  to  the  Paid  colony;  and  his 
Majefty  expects  the  appearance  of  the  fayd  petfons  as 
loon  as  they  can  poffibly  repair  hither,  after  they  haue 
notice  of  this  his  Majefty’s  pleafure;  and  his  further 
command  is  that  there  may  bee  noe  alterations  with  refe- 
rence  to  the  government  of  the  prouince  of  Mayne,  till 
his  Majefty  hath  heard  what  is  alledged  on  all  fides,  but 
that  the  fame  continue  as  his  Majeftyes  commiffioners 
haue  left  the  fame,  untill  his  Majefty  lhall  further  deter¬ 
mine ;  and  his  Majefty  further  exprefly  charges  and  com¬ 
mands  the  gouernor  and  counfell  there,  that  they  imme¬ 
diately  let  all  fuch  perfons  at  liberty,  who  haue  been  or 
are  imprifoned,  only  for  petitioning  or  applying  them- 
lelues  to  his  Majefty ’s  commiffioners.  And  for  the  better 
prevention  of  all  differences  and  dilputes  upon  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  the  feveral  cclonyes,  his  Majeftys  pleafure 
that  all  determinations  made  by  his  Majefty Js  fayd 
commiffioners  with  reference  to  the  laid  bounds  and  limits 
may  ftill  continue  to  bee  obferved,  till  upon  a  full  repre- 
fentation  of  all  pretences,  his  Majefty  fhall  make  his  own 
final  detei  ruination  ;  and  particularly  the  prefent  tempo¬ 
rary  bounds  fet  by  the  commiffioners  between  the  coionyes 
of  New  Plymouth  and  Rhoad-Ifland,  untill  his  Majefty 
fhall  find  caufe  to  alter  the  fame.  And  his  Majefty  expefts 
that  full  obedience  be  giuen  to  this  fignification  of  his  plea- 
jure,  in  all  particulars.  -  Giuen  at  the  court  at  Whitehall, 
the  ioth  day  of  April,  i666,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his 
Majefty ’s  reign.  Will.  Morrice. 
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Samuel  Gorton’s  defence  againft  the  charges 
upon  him  in  Morton’s  Memorial. 

Nathaniel  Morton, 

I  Underhand  you  have  lately  put  forth  a  book  of  records. 

— But  this  I  know,  that  I  am  unjuftly  enrolled,  be- 
caufe  I  was  never  tree,  nor  member  incorporate,  in  your 
body,  or  any  of  your  territories  •,  therefore  I  may  not  re¬ 
frain  to  make  a  fhort  return,  only  as  it  concerns  myielf. 

\ 

And  ift.  Your  peremptory  judging  of  one  you  know 
not,  for  I  am  a  ftranger  to  you, - - 

My  2d  word  concerns  your  eminency,  in  affuming  au¬ 
thority  to  canonize  and  put  into  tne  number  of  faints  luch 
men,  when  they  are  dead,  who,  in  their  life  time,  wese 
persecutors,  efpecially,  you  having  acknowlet  2,ed  them  to 
be  fuch  yourfelf ;  as  alio  to  thiuit  clown  under  your  feet, 
and  make  as  bruit  beads,  having  only  hope  in  this  prefent 
life,  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  fearers  of  God,  woifmpping 
him  inftanftly,  day  and  night ;  trio’  they  be  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  luch,  by  iome  particular  fectariesas  yourfelf. 

*  /N 

A  3d  word  1  have  to  fay  concerns  your  record:  Miftake 
me  nor,  1  meddle  not  with  your  records  further  than  they 
concern  myfelf.  I  then  affirm,  that  your  record  is  fetched 
from  him  who  is  a  lyar  from  the  beginning  In  that  you 
declare  I  have  fpoken  words  (or  to  that  efleut)  that  the«e 
is  no  date  nor  condition  of  mankind  after  this  life.  I  do 
verily  believe  that  there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  wnl  come  forth  and  fay, 
that  ever  they  heard  any  fuch  words  come  from  my 
mouth  *,  and  I  appeal  to  God,  the  judge  of  all  fecrets,  that 
there  was  never  fuch  a  tho’t  entertained  in  my  heart,— 


And 

? 


5 


65° 


APPENDIX. 

And  whereas  you  fay,  1  am  become  a  fordid  man  in 
l»y  life ;  I  dare  be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  my  converfation  amoncr 
men  to  the  rules  of  humanity,  with  any  minifter  among 
you,  in  all  the  paffages  of  my  life  which  God  hath  bro’t 
me  thro’,  from  my  youth  unto  this  day,  that  it  hath  been 
as  comely  and  innocent  as  his.  Whofe  ox  or  whofc  afs 
have  I  taken,  or  when  or  where  have  I  lived  upon  other 
mens  labours,  and  not  wrought  with  my  own  hands,  for 
things  honeft  in  the  fight  of  men,  to  eat  my  own  bread  ? 

A  4th  word  I  have  to  fay  to  your  pamphlet,  concerns 
the  fluff,  as  you  fottifhly  and  contemptuoufiy  call  it.  You 
may  be  afhamed  to  put  pen  to  paper,  to  publifh  any  thing 
to  the  world  in  fhew  ol  religion,  not  acknowledging  the 
letter  of  the  lcripture,  but  deriding  it  rather. _  °  ° 

For  rhe  reft  of  thofe  expreffions  which  you  chars  e 
upon  us,  you  falfiy  apply  them.  We  never  called  fermons 
of  falvation,  tales  ;  nor  any  ordinances  of  the  Lord  an  abo¬ 
mination  or  vanity ;  nor  holy  minifters,  necromancers:  We 
honour,  reverence,  and  pra<5lice  thefe  things.  And,  how¬ 
ever  you  term  me  a  belcher  out  of  errors,  I  would  have 
you  know,  that  I  hold  my  call  to  preach  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  not  inferiour  to  any  minifter  in  this  countrey,  tho* 
i  was  not  bred  up  in  the  fchools  of  humane  learning,  and 
I  blefs  God  that  I  never  was  ;  leaft  I  had  been  drowned 
in  prideand  ignorance,  thro’  Ariftotle’s  principles,  and  other 
heathen  philofophers,  as  millions  are,  and  have  been,  who 
ground  their  preaching  of  the  gofpel  upon  humane  princi¬ 
ples,  to  the  falfifying  of  the  word  of  God,  in  the  ruin  of 
mens  fouls.  Yet  this  I  doubt  not  of,  but  that  there  hath 
been  as  much  true  life  made  of  the  languages,  within  this 
20  years  part,  in  the  place  where  I  Jive,  as  hath  been  in 
any  church  in  New- England  :  I  know  the  manner  of  your 
preaching  very  well. 

When  I  was  laft  in  Engb.id,  thro’  importunity  I  was 
perfwaded  to  fpeak  the  word  of  God  publicity,  in  divers 
and  eminent  places  as  any  were  then  in  London,  as  alio  about 
London,  and  places  more  remote ;  many  times  the  minifters 
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r\f  i-hp  nlace  being  hearers,  and  fometimes  many  together, 
'i  ppSed  leftores  in  the  count, ey  I  have  fpoken  in 

the  audience  of  all  forts  of  people  and  peonages,  under 
the  tide  of  a  bilhop  or  a  King  ;  and  was  invited  to  fpeak 
in  the  prefence  of  fuch  as  had  the  title  of  excel  ency  -  and 
was  lovingly  embraced  wherever  I  came,  in  the  word  ut¬ 
tered  with  the  moft  eminent  chnftians  in  the  place  •,  and 
for  leave-taking  at  our  departure,  not  unlike  the  ancient 
cuftom  of  the  faints,  on  record  in  the  holy  icripture ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  as  evident  teftimony  of  God’s  power,  going 
forth  with  his  word  fpoken,  manifefted,  as  ever  any  in 
New-England  had;  publickly  and  immediately  after  the 
word  delivered,  the  people  giving  thanks  to  God  that  ever 
fuch  a  word  came  to  be  uttered  among  them  ;  with  lntreacy 
for  ftay  and  further  manifeftation,  in  as  eminent  places  as 
are  in  England  ;  where  payfelfdid  know  that  debtors  of 
note  had  formerly  preached,  and,  at  that  time,  mch  as  had 
more  honour  put  upon  them  than,  ordinarny,  preachers 
have,  who  gave  me  the  call  thither,  in  way  o.  loving  and 
chriftian  fellowlhip,  the  like  abounding  in  the  heaiers  s 
Therefore,  I  know  not  with  what  New-England  is  lea* 
vened  or  fpirited.  Indeed  once  in  London  3  or  4  malig¬ 
nant  perfons  caufed  me  to  be  furnmoned  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  parliament,  becaufe  I  was  not  a  univerfity  man  : 

I  appeared,  and  my  accufers  alfo ;  one  of  them  a  fcnool- 
matter  in  Cbrift’s  hofpital,  another  or  two,  elders  of  inde. 
nendent  or  feparated  churches  ;  who  were  queftioned  what 
they  had  againft  me.  They  faid  1  had  preached.  Divers  of 
thecommittee  anfwered,  that  was  true,  they  had  heard  me. 
The  chairman  afked  of  my  accufers,  what  I  had  faid  . 
They  could  not  repeat  any  thing,  but  faid  they  were  ure 
I  had  made  the  people  of  God  fad  But  the  lum  of  all  their 
accufation  was  bro’t  out  in  a  book,  which  they  faid  on- 
tained  divers  blafphemies :  The  book  was  only  that  which 
was  printed  at  the  proceedings  ot  the  Maffachufets  again 
mylek'  and  others.  The  honoured  committee  took  the 
book,  and  divers  of  them  looked  upon  it,  and  found  no 
fuch  thing  there,  as  they  ignorantly  fuggefted  :  And,  t 
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my  adversaries  could  fay  nothing,  but  only  vent  their 

dWofTS|  °ut  uP°n; blafphemy  ;  yet  the  chairman  and 
rinn^  f  the,board»  knight,  and  other  gentlemen,  quef- 
_ned  me  about  my  call  to  preach,  and  other  principal 
points  of  religion,  and  I  anfwered  to  all  of  them  according 
tomyknowledge and  confcience.  Then  my  accufers defired 
Mr.  Window  might  be  called  forth,  whom  they  had  pro¬ 
cured  to  appear  there,  whom  they  thought  would  oppofe 
me  ftrongly,  with  refpeft  to  that  book:  When  he  came 
out  of  the  crowd  (for  there  was  a  multitude  of  people  the 
place  being  fpaciousj  he  fpake  judicioufly  and  manlike,  de- 
firing  to  be  excufed,  tor  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  me  in 
aat  place,  his  bufinefs  with  me  lay  before  another  commit¬ 
tee  of  parliament ;  which  gave  the  table  good  fatisfadion. 
My  aniwers  and  arguments  were  honourably  taken  by  the 
chairman  and  the  reft  of  the  committee,  and  myfelf  dif- 
mifted  as  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel.  Shortly  after,  emi¬ 
nent  preachers,  living  remote  from  London,  then  prefenr, 
ient  unto  me  kind  gratulations,  for  my  arguments  ufed,  and 
aniwers  given  before  that  committee.  Which  aft  of  that 
committee  I  take  to  be  as  good  an  human  call  to  preach 
as  any  of  your  minifters  have  ;  and  other  call  I  know 
none  they  have.  And,  for  a  human  call,  I  think  mine 
to  be  as  good  as  the  degrees  in  the  fchools,  or  to  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  hands  and  ceremonies  of  a  titular  bifhop,  or  under 
tne  natural  hands  of  a  titular  elderfhip,  or  to  have  the 
ca  o  a  people,  by  the  power  of  ftipend  or  contribution, 

without  one  of  which  no  contrad— all  which  I  account  as 
human,  at  the  beft. 

A  5th  word  I  have  to  fay,  is  in  that  you  fend  your 
reader  to  a  book  printed  by  Mr.  Edward  Window,  tor  a 
more  full  and  perfed  intelligence.  Mr.  Window,  and  my- 
felf  had  humanlike  correfpondency  in  England,  and  before 
the  honourable  committee  which  he  referred  himfelf  to,  as 
above:  and,  not  to  wrong  the  dead,  I  faw  nothing  to  the 
contrary,  but  that  I  had  as  good  acceptation  in  the  eyes  of 
that  committee  as  himfelf  had  j  altho’  he  had  a  greater 
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charter  and  larger  com  million,  out  of  thefe  parts,  than  my- 
felf  then  had-,  and,  however  he  was  a  man  of  more  eminent 
parts  than  myfelf,  yet  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  of  my  caufe 
did  equalize  myleit  unto  him,  in  thole  occahons,  both  in 
the  minds  and  demeanors  of  our  fupenors.  I  do  proiefs 
I  do  not  know  or  remember  any  particulars  in  that  book 
he  then  put  forth  i— I  faw  it  in  London,  hut  read  little  ot 
it  ;  and  when  I  came  over  into  thele  parts,  my  ancient  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  friend,  Mr.  John  Brown,  difcourfing  with 
me  about  thole  affairs  in  England,  told  me  he  had  read 
fuch  a  book,  printed  or  put  forth  by  Mr.  Window  :  I  told 
him  I  had  feen  it,  but  read  very  little  of  it.  Mr.  Brown, 
you  know,  was  a  man  approved  of  among  you,  an  alfiftant 
in  your  government,  a  commiflioner  for  the  united  colo¬ 
nies,  &c.  who  thus  fpake  unto  me  in  our  difcourfe  (l  will 
not  pervert  nor  alter  a  word  of  the  will  or  words  of  the 
dead)  I  lay,  he  affirmed  thus  unto  me,  'That  he  would 
maintain ,  that  there  were  40  lies  printed  in  that  book. 

per  me, 

Samuel  Gorton. 

Warwick,  June  30,  1669. 
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Major  W alley’s  Journal  in  the  Expedition. 

againft  Canada  in  1692. 

A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  to  Canada,  foe  far  as 

concerned  the  land  army. 

HAVING  paffed  the  ilk  of  Percey,  and  being  put 
back  by  a  contrary  wind,  it  was  defigned  there  to 
have  landed  our  fouldiers,  to  have  fettled  our  companys, 
*o  have  called  a  council  of  warr,  to  have  made  and  de¬ 
clared  fuch  orders  as  was  neceffary  for  regulating  our  forces, 
but  by  feveral  of  our  fbips  and  veffels  being  drove  out  of 
Che  harbour  by  a  (form,  they  came  not  in  again  feafonably, 
and  foe  what  was  intended  was  prevented. 

Upon  the  23d  of  Sept,  wee  came  to  an  anchor  at  Tar- 
raftck  *,  a  council  of  warr  was  called,  fuch  orders  and  ordi¬ 
nances  made  as  was  judged  neceffary,  and  ordered  to  be 
publilhed  in  every  veffel,  and  at  the  head  of  each  com¬ 
pany,  which  orders  are  upon  record,  and  may  be  leen. 

Upon  the  27th  of  Sept,  being  about  25  leagues  from 
Cabeck-f,  I  went  aboard  each  veffel  in  the  fleet,  that  had 
fouldiers,  to  take  care  that  they  might  be  all  ready  and 
fixt  for  the  fervice,  not  knowing  how  foon  there  might  be 
occafion  ;  and  whereas  there  had  been  complaints,  that, 
aboard  feveral  of  the  veffels,  the  fouldiers  and  others  had 
near  a  third  part  of  their  allowance  taken  off  without  or¬ 
der,  I  then  gave  orders  that  their  full  allowance  might  be 
given  them. 

Upon  the  5th  061.  wee  came  up  with  the  Ifle  of  Or¬ 
leans,  the  whole  fleet  together,  and  having  promifed  our 
men,  that  they  (hould  with  the  firft  convenience  be  landed 
torefrelh  themfelves,  and  not  having  opportunity  before, 
thought  it  might  doe  well  to  doe  it  then,  propofing  to  the 
council  that  wee  might  then  fettle  the  companys,  that  wee 

*  Jadqufack.  f  Quebcck* 
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might  then  fecure  the  ifland,  gaine  intelligence,  and  upon 
our  informations  to  draw  up  fuch  conclufions  as  were  ne- 
cefiary,  and  not  to  have  appeared  in  fight  of  the  town  un¬ 
till  wee  were  fully  ready  to  fall  upon  them ;  but  it  was 
over-ruled  by  the  council,  and  agreed  we  fhould  take  the 
advantage  of  the  tide,  and  be  in  fight  of  the  town  by  day¬ 
light,  which  was  accordingly  done* 

Upon  the  6th  Oft.  it  was  concluded  that  a  fummons 
fhould  be  fent  afihore,  and,  while  the  anlwer  was  coming, 
to  put  ourfelves  in  the  beft  pofture  wee  could  for  landing; 
but  by  that  time  the  meffenger  was  returned  wee  found 
the  tides  did  not  fine,  and  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  land 
that  night.  It  was  alfoe  then  agreed  upon,  that  the  army 
fhould  land  at  the  north  fhore,  at  the  place  we  after 
landed  at  •,  that  the  fmall  vefifels,  that  had  guns,  fhould  take 
in  the  ammunition,  provifion,  field  pieces,  fhovels,  fpades, 
and  other  neceflfarys  for  the  fouldiers,  (that  tide  or  the  next 
they  were  to  come  up  to  Charles  river,  that  lyes  by  the 
town,)  that  the  fiiips  boats  fhould  come  into  the  river  to 
be  helpfull  to  carry  the  fouldiers  over,  and  the  fouldiers 
to  be  ready  by  the  river  when  they  came,  that  fo  they 
might  be  helpful  each  to  other,  as  there  had  been  occafion ; 
that  the  field  pieces  fhould  come  in  thofe  vefifels  to  be 
landed  on  the  other  fide  the  river  it  was  alfoe  agreed 
that,  when  wee  were  over  the  river,  the  men  of  warr  were 
to  fail  up  with  the  town,  and  when  they  perceived  wee 
were  upon  the  hill,  efpecially  if  we  then  fired  a  houfe, 
they  were  then  to  land  200  men  under  their  guns,  and 
were  to  make  a  brifk  and  refolute  charge  to  enter  the 
town  ;  alfoe  agreed  that  Shute  and  others  of  the  larger 
vefifels  that  were  not  men  of  warr,  were  to  goe  beyond 
the  town,  that  the  enemy  might  thinke  we  had  another 
army  to  land  there  ;  alfoe  agreed  that  wee  fhould  have 
two  minifters  and  three  chirurgeons  afhore. 

These  things  being  thus  agreed  on,  on  the  next 
morning  being  the  7th  Oft.  wee  attempted  to  land  our 
men,  but  by  a  ftorm  were  prevented,  few  of  the  boats  be¬ 
ing  able  to  row  a  head,  and  fou(nd  it  would  endanger  our 
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men  and  wett  our  annes,  at  which  time  the  veil'd  Capt. 
Savage  was  in  went  afhore,  the  tide  fell,  left  them  dry,  the 
enemy  came  upon  them*  they  manfully  defended  them- 
felves.  I  went  aboard  feveral  veffels,  and,  though  with  fome 
difficulty,  caufed  fome  ffnall  veffels  that  had  guns  to  weigh, 
and  Tent  fome  boats  that  endeavoured  to  help  them,  or  if 
no  other  way  to  bring  off  the  men,  but  the  weather  and 
ffioals  were  iuch  they  could  do  them  noe  good  ;  the  enemy 
were  awed  by  fome  guns  from  Sir  William,  that  the  fhott 
flew  among  the  thickeft  of  them,  alfoe  by  fome  guns  from 
Capt.  Eldridge.  At  the  tides  coming  in  they  Boated  and 
all  gott  off  lafe.  That  night,  aboard  Sir  William’s  ffiip, 
the  French  prisoners  informed  us  of  a  place  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  town,  that  would  be  more  commodious 
for  landing  the  army,  which  i  then  thought  might  be  belt, 
(but  Capt.  Davis  faith  fince,  wee  fhould  not  a  mended  our 
felves)  but  ic  was  laid  the  council  of  warr  had  determined 
the  place,  and  wee  had  not  time  to  call  them  together  then, 
and  it  would  be  fafeft  to  attend  order. 

.  N  .  --  .  »  I 

The  next  day,  being  the  8th  G£t.  as  foon  as  the  bad 
weather  was  over,  and  the  tides  fuited,  wee  landed  cur 
men,  which  confidering  how  farr  many  of  our  veffels  were 
from  the  fhoar,  and  the  helps  wee  had,  never  more  men 
were  landed  in  lefs  time;  but  the  Batts  layoff  foe  we  were 
forced  to  go  into  the  water,  fome  up  to  the  knees,  and 
fome  near  as  high  as  their  wafts  upon  the  flatts.  I  drew  up 
the  whole  army,  which  confifted  of  between  12  and  1300 
men,  caufed  four  companys  to  be  drawn  out  as  forlorns, 
though  the  ground  would  not  admitt  the  forlorn  and  main 
battle  to  be  far  the  one  from  the  other ;  this  being  done, 
I  ordered  the  forlorns  to  advance,  and  to  march,  at  their 
open  order,  towards  the  upland,  and  by  this  time  the  tide 
was  upon  the  ground  wee  flood  on  :  The  forlorn  were  no 
fooner  advanced  a  few  rods,  before  there  was  firing  from 
both  licks  ;  upon  one  wing  fome  of  our  men  faw  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  bullies,  and  fired  firft,  but  upon  the  other  wing, 
and  in  moft  places,  the  enemy  had  the  firft  ffiot  at  us ;  and 
from  a  village  over  a  creek  on  our  right  wing,  there  was 

a 


APPENDIX.  557 

a  party  gauled  us  confiderably  ;  upon  the  charge  our  officers 
and  fouldiers  ffievved  courage  and  refolution  enough,  yet 
fome  having  given  an  order  to  fire  and  fail  off,  but  judging 
under  the  preient  circumftances,  ordered  the  whole  bodjo 
to  Ihoot  and  run  up  at  once,  which  they  did  with  one 
tonfent,  that  it  was  hard  to  fay  which  company  went  up 
firft  or  fafteft ;  upon  which,  the  enemy  having  generally 
made  a  fecond  fhott,  they  gave  way  at  once,  and  by  the 
convenience  offwamps  andbufhes,  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  run  away  and  iecure  themfelves,  but  yet  in  partys  out 
of  every  corner  of  a  fwamp  or  thicket  they  kept  firing 
upon  us ;  wee  continued  our  chafe  and  march  towards  the 
town,  and  killed  fome  of  the  enemy  as  wee  went.  Being 
informed  that  the  enemy  had  fired  at  our  men  out  of  a 
barn,  and  judging  there  were  fome  in  it,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
fired  ;  we  come  up  with  a  houfe  where  was  a  hogfhead  of 
claret  iett  at  the  door,  and  feeing  our  fouldiers  gather 
about  it,  leaft  it  were  poifoned,  or  might  otherwife  harm 
our  men  or  hinder  our  march,  I  ordered  the  head  to  be 
knocked  out ;  drawing  nearer  the  tow7n  and  finding  the 
army  too  much  fcattered,  and  not  knowing  but  wee  might 
be  met  withall  by  a  force  from  the  town,  I  drew  up  a  good 
part  of  our  forces  and  marcht  on;  wee  continued  our 
march  until  it  was  dark,  two  thirds  of  the  army  took  up 
their  (land  by  a  creek,  where  was  a  houfe  and  fome  other 
fhelter,  witn  the  other  part  i  advanced  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  that  we  might  the  better  fecure  the  fhoar  and  to 
fee  our  veffels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river ;  there  wee 
took  up  our  quarters,  placed  our  out  guards  and  fenti- 
nels,  and  did  what  was  necefTary  for  fecuring  ourfelves  and 
taking  notice  of  the  motion  of  the  enemy  ;  wee  then  took 
the  advantage  of  the  Houfe,  barn,  hay  and  ftraw,  that 
thofe  that  were  not  upon  duty  might  keep  themfelves  as 
waim  as  tney  could.  Making  enquiry  what  damage  wee 
had  received  from  the  enemy,  or  done  to  them,  found  wee 
had  not  above  four  killed  outright  at  our  landing,  nor  lefs 
than  60  officers  and  fouldiers  wounded,  and  it  was  judged 
We  had  killed  20,  fome  fay  30  of  the  enemy,  and  fince, 
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have  been  informed  their  hofpital  is  full  of  wounded  men, 
and  it  is  laid  they  had  not  lefs  than  7  or  800  men  that  lay 
undiicovered  to  take  the  advantage  at  our  landing  ;  all 
things  confidered,  it  was  a  great  mercy  wee  had  no  more 
damage  done  us.  The  fame  evening,  having  information 
of  a  Frenchman  that  had  furrendered  himfelf  and  was 
with  the  other  part  of  the  army,  I  fent  for  him  and  ftrictly 
examined  him,  feverely  threatned  him  if  I  caught  him  in  a 
lye,  told  him  wee  had  taken  other  French  prifoners,  and  if 
he  told  us  any  thing  that  was  falfe  wee  fhould  foon  find  it. 
He  told  us  wee  fhould  cut  him  in  pieces  if  he  told  us  any 
thing  but  what  was  truth ;  he  informed  that  there  were 
about  600  men  that  were  in  the  fwamp  at  our  coming 
afhore,  that  there  was  a  captain  and  other  officers  killed,  be- 
fides  others  that  he  faw,  that  the  French  had  qoo  men  from 
the  town,  more,  upon  their  march  towards  us,  that  they 
were  over  the  river,  but  feeing  wee  had  landed  our  men  foe 
iuddainly,  and  beaten  the  French  off  the  ground,  and  were 
marching  towards  the  town,  that  they  retreated,  marcht 
back  to  the  town,  or  at  lead  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river: 
He  laid  the  Earl  of  Frontenack  was  come  down,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Mount  Royal  and  the  intendant;  that  a  great 
many  fouldiers  came  intoCabeck  on  the  Thurfday  before, 
a  great  many  with  the  governor  upon  Fryday,  and  morewith 
the  governor  of  Mount  Royal  on  Saturday,  and  many 
fince  :  He  alfoe  find  he  was  a  fouldier  of  Mount  Royal  that 
had  runaway,  and  that  they  were  feeking  after  him  ("which 
wee  after  found  true)  He  alfoe  faid,  he  came  by  the  in¬ 
formation  by  a  Mount  Royal  fouldier,  that  he  had  mett 
withall,  which  acquainted  him  they  had  loft  but  50  fouldiers 
at  Mount  Eoyall,  and  added,  that  he  had  heard  fome  French 
officers,  at  the  next  houfe  to  that  wee  then  were  at,  fay, 
that  they  had  not  lefs  than  3000  men  in  the  town  ;  he 
alfoe  faid,  that  at  the  moft  convenient  place  of  the  fouldiers 
goeing  over  they  had  planted  8  guns.  All  which,  after¬ 
wards,  we  had  confirmed.  That  others  might  not  be 
diicouraged,  wee  told  him  he  was  lent  by  the  enemy  to 
tell  us  a  parfel  of  lies,  but  he  faid  he  had  told  us  nothing 
but  what  we  fhould  find  true.  After. 
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After  this,  I  fent  for  the  reft  of  the  forces  to  come 
Over,  that  wee  might  not  be  too  much  fcattered,  and  fent 
for  the  majors  and  captains,  and  Inch  as  belonged  to  the 
council  of  warr,  to  confider  and  conclude  what  was  farther 
to  be  done  ;  after  feme  diicourfe,  it  was  concluded  by  the 
whole,  that,  for  as  much  as  the  veflels  were  not  come  up 
the  river  with  our  fupplyes  ofprovifion,  ammunition,  and 
other  neceffaries,  neither  the  boats  for  tranfporting  our 
men,  that,  as  matters  were  thus  circumftanced,  wee  were 
not  in  a  capacity  to  advance,  but  hoped  the  veflels  would 
be  in  with  the  tide,  that  was  before  day,  and  that  if  they 
came,  wee  would  be  ready  to  be  helpful!  to  defend  them* 
as  we  expected  help  from  them  $  but  the  winds  prevented 
their  coming,  as  the  matters  after  faid.  Before  day,  con¬ 
trary  to  order,  and  without  my  knowledge,  they  landed 
the  fix  field  pieces,  at  the  point  near  which  the  army  lay, 
which  greatly  clogg’a  us,  and  would  a  made  our  paflidge 
over  the  river  very  difficult.  In  the  evening,  wee  fee 
Capt.  Gilbert  weigh  anchor,  and  the  fhips  of  warr  fail  up 
to  the  town,  and  the  feveral  fhips  plying  their  guns  upon  , 
the  town,  and  the  town  upon  them,  with  utmoft  diligence; 
but  the  reaion  of  their  going  before  the  land  army  were 
over  the  river,  we  underftood  not  till  afterwards.  The 
cold  of  the  night,  and  our  fouldiers  not  having  opportunity 
to  dry  themfelvGs  until  the  next  day,  proved  very  preju- 
ditiall  to  them.  Upon  the  9th  of  October,  Sir  William’s 
fhip  returned  from  the  town,  being,  as  wee  were  informed, 
very  much  difinabled,  having  been  very  fmartly  engaged 
with  the  town,  alfoe  were  informed,  that  the  men  of  warr 
had  not  powder  enough  left  for  two  rounds  apeice  ;  but* 
however,  fuppofing  they  had  fecured  and  would  fupply  us 
with  what  was  promifed,  and  reckning  it  was  aboard  the 
fmall  veflels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river,  we  ftill  ex¬ 
pected  their  coming  in,  and  that  day  advanced  nearer  the 
town,  where  wee  had  better  fhelter  for  the  men,  and  a 
better  place  for  our  defence,  where  we  placed  out  our 
guards,  and  put  ourfelves  in  the  beft  pofture  we  could  to 
defend  ourfelves  and  offend  our  enemies,  if  they  had  come 
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upon  us  ;  fcnt  out  partys  to  gain  intelligence  and  make 
difeovery,  and  what  provifion  came  within  our  reach  was 
killed  for  the  ufeof  the  army  ;  our  provifions  being  fo  much 
in  the  mafters  of  the  veffels  power,  and  not  in  the  commif- 
fary  generals  order  and  difpofe,  proved  a  great  damidge, 
by  reafon  hereof,  fome  fouldiers  were  provided  for  and 
others  wanted,  and  all  the  rum  that  could  be  procured,  to 
refrefh  the  fouldiers,  was  only  about  60  gallons,  which 
was  fpared  from  Sir  William’s  [hip,  the  reft  either  had  it 
not,  or  would  not  own  they  had. 


Our  fouldiers  dried  themfelves,  gottwhat  refrefhment 
they  could,  and  hoped  the  veffels  might  come  in  the 
evening  tide,  wee  feeing  more  and  more  need  of  them, 
being  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the  enemies  ftrength,  and 
our  own  men,  many,  growing  fick  and  unfitt  for  fervice. 
But  the  veffels  not  coming,  we  ftood  upon  our  guard  that 
night,  but  found  it  exceeding  cold,  it  freezing  that  night 
foe  that  the  next  morning  the  ice  would  bear  a  man.  That 
night  I  called  a  council,  demanded  their  opinion  what  was 
to  be  done,  for  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  lye  there  ;  one 
in  behalf  of  fundry  others  faid,  that  they  had  been  together 
confidering  thereof,  and  that  for  as  much  as  we  had  notfuit- 
able  fuppiys  of  provifions  afhore,  little  or  no  ammunition 
to  recruit  if  there  fhould  be  occafion,  that  our  men  were, 
many*  fick  and  wearied,  that  they  had  the  difficultys  of  the 
river  to  deal  with,  neither  boats  nor  veffels  to  help  us  in 
our  going  over,  that  we  had  8  great  guns  and  1000  men  at 
the  river  fide  that  were  ready  for  us,  after  that,  a  fteep 
bank  and  narrow  paftage  to  win,  up  or  through  which  wee 
fhould  not  a  been  able  to  have  carried  our  great  guns,  nei¬ 
ther  could  wee  have  carried  them  over,  where  wee  might 
have  had  them  for  ufe,  without  the  help  of  our  boats  or 
veffels,  after  all  this  a  well  fortified  town  with  three  times 
our  number  of  men  within  to  encounter  with,  having  but 
one  chirurgeon  afhore,  though  three  were  ordered,  the  in- 
creafing  cold  weather,  the  enemy  being  capable  and  had  a 
fair  opportunity,  had  we  gone  over,  by  reafon  of  their  men 
on  our  backs  and  guns  by  Charles  river,  to  cut  off  all  fup- 
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plys  and  preventing  our  fending  off  foe  much  as  a  wounded  ' 
man  ;  after  fome  difcourfe  on  thefe  matters  it  was  con¬ 
cluded,  as  I  underftood,  by  the  whole,  that  I  fhould  goe 
on  board  that  morning  to  Sir  William,  and  acquaint  him 
with  our  difficulty's  and  difappointments,  and  that  it  was 
their  agreement,  if  he  were  willing,  that  the  army  fhould 
get  aboard  that  night  or  before  day,  and  that  they  fhould 
reft  and  refrefh  themfelves  a  day  or  two,  and  if  they  found 
they  had  ammunition  fuitable,  they  were  ready  to  land  at 
any  other  place,  or  under  the  guns  at  the  town,  if  the  coun- 
fel  fhould  foe  conclude  ;  there  was  that  day  two  men  to 
each  gun  fent  afhore,  a  barrel  of  powder  for  the  great 
guns,  and  halt  a  barrel  befides,  and  ioowt,  of  bullets  or 
fomething  more. 

The  10th,  before  noon,  I  went  aboard  to  Sir  William, 
acquainted  him  how  matters  went  afhore,  and  of  the  defire 
and  conclufion  of  the  officers  ;  he  faid  he  could  a  been  glad 
we  had  been  capable  to  have  proceeded,  but  confented  to 
their  corning  aboard,  and  faid  the  boats  fhould  be  fent  a- 
fhore  before  day  ;  after  I  had  been  aboard  a  while,  wee 
heard  guns  goe  off  afhore  and  perceived  our  out  guards 
were  charged  by  the  enemy  ;  I  was  going  off,  but,  per¬ 
ceiving  it  was  foon  over,  ftaid  a  while,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  went  afhore  again,  found  our  guards  and  fome  fcouts 
had  been  engaged  by  the  enemy  ;  Major  Savage  fent  re¬ 
liefs  as  was  neccffary,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
might  be  1000  men  over  the  river,  he  fent  Capt.  Corwin 
with  orders  that  the  fouldiers  fhould  make  an  orderly  re¬ 
treat,  for  if  the  enemy  were  numerous  it  were  better  to 
prepare  to  meet  them  in  the  plain  fields  than  among  the 
fwamps  wee  had  4  men  wounded,  one  died  of  his  wounds, 
and,  through  haft  in  the  retreat,  a  frhall  drummer  left  his 
drum  behind  him  *,  they  did  confiderable  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  could  not  give  a  certain  and  particular  account 
thereof,  they  fired  feveral  houfes  and  barns,  and  returned, 
but  the  enemy  fee  no  caufe  to  follow  them.  That  night 
wee  kept  a  very  ftrong  and  ftridt  watch,  I  acquainted  the 
fouldiers  of  their  coming  aboard  *,  after  midnight  feveral  of 
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the  commanders  defired  we  might  remove  our  army  nearer 
to  the  place  where  we  were  to  goe  off,  accordingly  wee 
filently  marched  off  the  ground,  carryed  back  cur  guns  ; 
when  I  had  taken  care  that  wee  had  left  none  behind,  I 
went  to  the  place  where  they  were  ordered  to  march, 
found  our  fouldiers  too  many  of  them  upon  the  beach 
ready  to  goe  off  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity  ;  I  caufed 
them  to  be  drawn  up  upon  the  upland  adjoining,  and  put 
them  in  a  poflure  for  fervice  if  they  had  been  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  for  wee  were  within  fight  and  hearing  of  the 
town.  Before  day  the  boats  began  to  row  afhore,  but  foe 
many  of  our  men  drew  off  without  orders,  that  they  might 
be  ready  to  get  in  with  thefirft,  I  forefeeing  the  confufion 
that  was  like  to  be,  and  perceiving  there  would  not  be 
time  before  it  was  light  to  get  all  off,  I  fent  the  boats  all 
away  and  would  not  let  any  goe  off  at  that  time. 

The  nth  day,  being  foe  near  as  to  hear  them  calling 
one  to  another  at  the  town,  their  drumming  and  ringing 
before  day,  and  other  noifes  in  the  woods,  that  wee  had 
reafon  to  thinke  they  intended  that  day  to  come  out  again  ft 
us  with  their  whole  ftrength  ;  in  the  morning  they  fired 
feveral  great  guns  at  us  but  did  us  no  harm,  our  men  all 
that  day  {landing  to  their  arms,  drums  beating,  colours 
flying,  fair  in  fight  of  the  town,  wefaw  feveral  of  the  ene¬ 
my  not  far  from  us,  and  many  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  befides  what  was  in  the  town  ;  it  is  faid  that  Capt. 
Davis  *  reckoned,  what  they  had  in  the  town  and  that 
alarmed  us  and  guarded  their  {hoars,  they  were  more  then 
4000  men;  they  fent  out  yorSoofrefh  men  dayly  to  alarm 
us  and  to  watch  our  motions.  Defigning  to  goe  off  that 
night,  and  there  being  like  to  be  a  good  opportunity,  I 
called  feveral  of  the  officers  and  acquainted  them  that  I 
was  defigned  to  fend  three  parties  of  fouldiers  to  beat  up 
the  fvvamps  that  were  round  us,  and  beat  off  thefe  fpies 
that  we  had  reafon  to  judge  lay  near  us,  accordingly  or¬ 
dered  three  16  files  to  be  detached  out  of  the  feveral  compa¬ 
nies,  and  fent  them  out  commanded  by  Capt.  Barnet,  and 
Capt.  Minot,  and  that  party  that  was  fent  out  upon  our 

f  Davis  was  then  a  prifoner  at  Quebec,  taken  at  Cafco  bayv 
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right  wing  were  foon  engaged  •,  fent  Capt.  March  forth- 
with,  who  had  a  good  company,  and  they  then  foon  made 
the  enemy  give  back,  but  they  continued  firing  brifkly  at 
each  other ;  I  fent  out  feveral  companys  to  relieve  them, 
in  the  mean  time  not  knowing  but  this  party  might  have 
been  fent  to  occafion  the  drawing  off  a  great  part  of  our 
forces,  and  they  might  have  a  greater  ftrength  near  us, 
wherefore  I  fent  out  to  make  difcovery,  and  flood  ready 
with  the  reft  of  the  army  to  fight  them  if  they  had  come 
up  with  us.  The  fouldiers  were  ordered  to  keep  firing 
at  the  enemy,  in  and  about  the  fwamps  near  us  and  where 
they  law  the  enemy  until  it  was  dark,  which  accordingly 
they  did. 

It  then  growing  near  night,  1  ordered  the  fick  men  to 
be  carried  aboard,  which  might  be  done  by  day  light,  be- 
caufe  two  or  three  boats  might  goe  off  well  enough  un- 
fufpefted.  That  day,  Alexander  Smart  came  afhore  with 
a  com  million-  to  be  matter  gunner, and  had  52  feamen  un¬ 
der  his  command  for  to  attend  the  guns.  A  little  before 
night,  I  called  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  army  was 
to'goe  off  that  night,  and  gave  him  a  chargeabout  the  guns, 
in  particular  ordered  that  three  guns  fhould  goe  off  before 
any  men  went,  or  with  the  firft,  the  other  fhould  be  let 
alone  to  the  laft,  and  kept  for  to  defend  the  foldiers  if 
there  had  been  occafion,  and  to  be  put  aboard  the  laft  boats, 
which  might  be  foon  done ;  he  made  me  anfwer,  that  though 
he  was  the  laft  man  aboard,  he  would  fee  all  the  guns  off; 
I  parted  with  him  then,  and  never  fee  him  afterwards  that 
I' knew  of;  I  then  acquainted  Major  Savage  and  other 
officers,  that  we  would  draw  off  half  each  regiment  at  a 
time,  and  he  fhould  draw  off  half  his  regiment  firft,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  thofe  that  went  in  the  firft  boats  fhould  be  help¬ 
ful  to  draw  down  thofe  three  guns  that  were  to  goe  firft 
aboard,  which  they  did,  and  concluded  they  were  gone 
aboard.  It  growing  very  dark,  notwithftanding  I  had  or¬ 
dered  the  officers  to  keep  the  fouldiers  to  their  arms,  many 
precipitately  and  diforderly  drew  down  to  the  beach,  four 
pme$  more  th?q  had  leave,  and  a  very  great  noife  was 
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made,  which  I  was  much  troubled  at,  and  was  willing  to 
go  down  to  fee  if  I  could  ftill  them ;  I  called  to  Major 
Ward,  ordered  him  he  fhould  do  what  he  could  to  keep  the 
fouldiers  to  their  arms,  and  not  to  move  without  order 
which  he  foon  found  too  hard  for  him  to  doe ;  I  ordered 
fome  fouldiers  to  keep  the  reft  from  crowding  down  until 
thofe  were  gone  off  that  were  upon  the  flats  ;  I  called  to 
them  to  be  filent,  but  either  of  thefe  were  little  regarded, 
for  the  crowd  and  the  noife  both  increafed  ;  theTeamen 
calling  out  for  fuch  fouldiers  as  belonged  to  their  veffels, 
and  the  fouldiers  for  fuch  boats  as  came  from  the  veffels 
they  belonged  to,  hundreds  in  the  water  up  to  the  knees 
and  higher,  prefling  into  boats,  the  feamen  and  they  con¬ 
tending,  by  reafon  whereof  I  fee  boats  were  like  to  be  five 
times  longer  a  loading  than  they  needed  ;  I  law  a  necef- 
fity  of  my  going  off  to  the  boats,  went  aboard  a  fmall 
boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Winfer,  commanded  filence,  or¬ 
dered  the  boat's  to  take  the  men  in,  as  they  came,  and  to 
carry  them  to  the  firft  veffels  they  came  at,  which  was  not 
minded  by  many,  but  as  I  was  forced  to  goe  from  boat  to 
boat  and  fee  it  done,  for  otherways  fome  of  the  feamen 
would  throw  the  fouldiers  overboard  if  they  did  not  belong 
to  them,  or  the  fouldiers  would  have  preffed  into  boats  to- 
have  funk  them.  After  my  being  at  the  point  not  lefs  than 
three  hours,  the  men  were  moft  off,  and  every  thing  ftill- 
quiet,  the  boats  were  all  gone,  I  began  to  think,  becaufe  I 
fee  none  a  coming  they  thought  the  men  were  all  off,  I 
queftioned  how  many  men  were  upon  the  point,  fome  (aid 
1 50,  we  judged  about  100  or  1 20, 1  told  them  I  would  fee 
if  any  boats  were  coming,  rowed  off  and  heard  feveral  boats 
rowing,  went  to  them  and  ordered  them  to  haflen  to  the 
fhoar ;  and  though  I  thought  there  might  be  enough  to  take 
oft  all  the  men,  yet  they  fhould  rather  have  too  many  than 
want,  I  told  them  I  would  go  to  the  next  veffels  that  had 
boats  aboard  and  fend  them  away,  which  I  did  with  all 
fpeed.  Being  now  well  fatisfied  our  men  were  fafe  off,  I 
went  on  board  Sir  William’s  (hip,  I  acquainted  how  mat¬ 
ters  were}  told  him  I  hoped  the  guns  were  oft',  for  did  not 
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fee  them  when  I  came  away  ;  he  made  anfwer,  he  quef- 
tioned,  for  the  matter  gunner  had  been  aboard  long  before, 
and  could  not  give  account  they  were  off,  immediately 
came  one  of  the  gunners  aboard,  with  a  gun,  and  faid  that 
the  guns  were  all  off.  I  then  being  fatisfied  that  both  men 
and  guns  were  all  off,  I  went  to  my  eabbin,  to  take  my  rett, 
having  had  but  little  for  3  days  and  nights  before.  Soon  a£- 
t  ter  Mr.  Dearing  came  aboard,  who  came  off  in  the  laft  par- 
del  of  boats,  and  acquainted  fome  of  the  officers  and  divers 
others,  that  there  was  five  of  the  guns  affiore,  that  they  had 
been  under  water,  but  appeared  when  he  came  away  ;  they 
did  not  acquaint  Sir  William  nor  myfelf  of  it,  until  the 
next  morning,  for  wee  had  come  off  undifcovered,  and 
there  was  four  or  five  hours  time  that  they  might  been 
eafily  and  fafely  fetcht,  but  that  was  negleded  ;  they  fent 
in  the  morning,  but  then  it  was  too  late. 

The  1 2th  day  a  council  was  called,  fevera!,  but  not  all 
the  commanders  aboard,  they  difcourfed  of  landing  at  the 
town,  or  at  Orleance,  many  of  the  officers  declared  that 
many  of  their  men  were  fick  and  unfitt  for  fervice ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  ffiould  have  a  day  or  two’s 
time  to  refrelli  themfelves,  and  to  inquire  what  capacity 
wee  were  in  for  a  further  attempt,  and  fome  time  ffiould 
be  fpent  on  Monday  in  prayer,  to  feek  God’s  diredion,  but 
the  weather  prevented  our  meeting,  and  wee  neceffitated 
to  weigh  and  fall  down  to  Orleance,  many  veffels  drove 
from  their  anchors,  and  were  in  danger  of  being  drove  on 
upon  the  town  ;  wee  then  fent  affiore  about  our  captives, 
but  winds  and  weather  after  proved  fuch,  as  wee  had  never 
opportunity  to  come  together,  but  the  whole  fleet  were 
fcattered,  and  fuch  exceeding  hard  cold  and  windy  weather 
fete  in  for  3  weeks  or  a  month  together,  as  I  never  was  in 
fb  much  together. 

.  * 

This  narrative  given  into  the  honourable  council  of  the 
MaiTachufetts,  this  2  7 da  Nov.  1690. 


P  JOHN  V/ ALLEY. 
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I  The  land  army’s  failing,  the  enemy’s  too  timely  irr 

I  telligence,  lyeing  3  weeks  within  3  days  fail  of  the  place, 

I  by  reafon  whereof  they  had  opportunity  to  bring  in  the 

f  whole  ftrength  of  their  country,  the  Ihortnefs  of  our  am* 

‘  munition,  our  late  fetting  ou*c,  our  long  patikige,  and 

i  many  fick  in  the  army,  thefe  may  be  reckned  as  fome  of 

the  reafons  of  our  difappointmcnL 

Some  queftion  our  courage,  that  wee  proceeded  no 
further;  as  things  were  circumftanced,  others  would  a 
quePcioned  our  prudence,,  if  wee  had  ;  were  it  a  fault,  it 
was  the  aft  of  a  council  of  warr;  we  muft  undergoe  the 
cenfures  of  many  :  In  the  mean  time,  our  confciences  doe 
not  accufe  us,  neither  are  we  moft,  yea  alimoft  all,  of  us, 
afraid  or  afhamcd  to  anfwer  our  aftions,  before  any  that 
can  or  fhal!  call  us  to  an  account  for  the  fame,  nor  un¬ 
willing  to  give  any  farther  fatisfaftion  to  any  reafonable 
men  that  fhall  defire  it. 

v  John  Walley. 

Bolton,  the  2  7th  Nov.  1690* 


t 


'\ 

>1 


